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f 

‘ ^ radical reform, such as His Hkhness and the 

-7hi^n happily be effected it would certainly obvi^ 

. the necessity of the arrangement which 1 had proposed as it wa<? the 
nsfeiice of the evil which had induced the Governor-General to su^mt 
at arrangement I was therefore perfectly ready to meet the Mmister^on 
ao subject of his proposed reform and if necessary to assist him with mv 
pinion on the probability of its success The Minister said that he was 
mxious to discuss that subject with me and it would require much con- 
nde--ation and ample information He would propose to devote a sepa- 
rate day to die subject as it was now too late to intervene in all rhe ^^etails 

an extensive and 

to he of proposing some questions 

n?i 1 i! !i / u of Mhar, and to the papers of claims with 

thi furnished me I also repeated my wish to be furnished v/ith 

the authenticated copies of the Agreement of Khurdla and the Treaty of 
Eidgheer, together with more detailed information to substantiate the 
claims that had been advanced in the naper, T ha ’ mentioned The Meer 
replied that I should be furnished with all the documents I had required 
as they would be found and prepared He was determined that we should 
meet at his house on the morning of rhe 5th of June 

10 We had then a good deal of general conversation on the subj'ect 
ot the coinage and currency in which the Soubahdar freely participated 
and appeared much interested His Highness was in excellent spirits and 
nis manner 'vas very gracious Raja Chandoo Lai was present the whole 
ot the visit and occasionally took some share in the conversation After 
hoiu-s I took mv leave and w!thd»-ew find T undei'itand that 
the Minister and Raia Chandu Lai remained with His Highness for nearly 
an hour after 1 withdrew and continued to conyerse on the subieet of mv 
(. ommunications to His Highness 


Letter No. 18— The letter along wi^^h the enclosure reports the role of 
outsmeis and some of the native commlssion<pd officers in foment- 
mg discontent among the native troops of the Subsidiarv Aimv 
the writer suggests what punishment to be inflicted upon those who 
have been found guilty. 


From— T SYDENHAM, RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD, 
To-THE GOVERNOR OF MADRAS, LORD WILLIAM BEN- 


Hydeiahad, the 14tJi August 1806 
.1 I have the honour to Inform Your Lordship that I have received 

m .h^Actmg Seal 

£ 1 appearance of defection amongst the native troops 

of the subsidiary force and parti^ukirlv since thr- recemt of the accounts 
of the late dreadful affair at Vellore, my attention has been consfantlv 
directed to discover^ whether there existed any combination between the 
troops m the Nizam s service and the native troops of tiie subsidif^ry force 
or any connection between the capital or the cantonments and the insur 
gents or the Princes of Tippoo Sultan’s family at Vellore 

3 With regard to a hostile combination between this capital or th 
cantonments fJ-e recnlt of my enmi-nes me to suppose cha^ one c 

twQ of the principal Omrahs at this capital have tampered with some < 
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Hiissam and Kadar Beg deserve the most condign punishment that can be 
mwiLted on the most unprovoked and abandoned treachery and the Resi- 
dent, taking into his consideration the supposed extent of the disaffection 
amongst the whole of the native troops on the Madras Establishment ib 
01 opinion that nothing less than the immediate public and formal degrada- 
tion of those ofliccrs, and the confinement of them in one of the Company’s 
Crarnson for life, will have a proper impression on the minds of the native 
troops at this station or secure the British Government from a repetition 
of their nefarious and treacherous machinations 


4 The Resident is also of opinion that as many more of the native 
oncers, as may be suspected by the Commanding Officer of the force or 
. Ohicers Commanding Corps, of having been in any degree implicated m 
the late alarming disaffection, should be publicly seized and marched 
down to the Fort of Masuiipatam 


5 i he Resident has every reason to suspect the existence of an hos- 
tile combination between certain persons in the city and some of the native 
commissioned officers of the Subsidiary Force, but although the enquiries 
of the Resident and the Minister have been unremitting he has not yet 
been able to discover the nature, extent or ultimate object of that combina- 
tion as every source of intelligence has failed of procuring satisfactory and 
conclu^ye evidence as this subject, the Resident has now no expectation 
ot establishing the fact of a combination in any other way than from the 
information which may be produced after the seizure of the native officers 


6 Nor has the Resident been able to establish any connection 
between the late disaffection in the subsidiary force and the mstigation 
ot the dreadful insurrection at Vellore But if such a connection did 
reaJI} exist, it can only be developed by die intelligence which it may bo 
expected that many persons may be dispo'sed to give after a serious exam- 
ple shall have been made of those persons who aie suspected of inciting 
the sepoys to disaffection and mutiny at this station 


I After a minute and sepaiate examination of the several prisoners 
at the Residency, it would appear that their cabals and designs had no 
connection whatever with the late disturbances m the cantonment but 
as the combination and viev/s of tho'=e persons were, to say the least oi 
them, highly improper, and as at is of the greatest importance to repress 
that spirit of intrigue cabal and clandestine correspondence which has been 
established against the prisoners, the Resident intends that Degumba Rao 
and Narsinga Rao, who are inhabitants of the city and subiects of the 
Nizam, shall be banished from the city, and that Narsaiah, Venketrailoo 
and Kootenaigue shall be marched under a guard to Madras to be placed 
under the eye of the Police at that Presidency 


To-CAPTAIN SYDENHAM, RESIDENT AT HYPERABAD 


Sir, 


j . I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your memorandum, 
dated the 9th August, and beg leave m return to state to you what occurs 
to me on the different subj’ects contained in it 

1st The information you have obtained respecting the treacherous 
pnduct of the Native Officers in general, agrees exactly with that which 
has been given me, and can leave no doubt m any one’s mind of the 
extent of their guilt 
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. FOREWORD 


I have much pleasure m wntinj^ this foreword to the first 
volume of Selections from (he Old Residency Records of the 
Central Provinces Secrclaiuil The work of publishing important 
historical documents selected fiom the mass of Secretariat Records 
has been undertaken bv Government with a view to encourage 
scholarly investigations into the histoiv of oui province as well as 
of India These will supply raw mateiial for histoiy and on their 
proper interpretation will depend a coirect appieciation of our 
past Our histoiy has been so fai wiitten by the foreigners. 
They have depicted oui past m a manner that often does not do 
justice to OUI national character, or credit to their historical 
sense But with this new material placed at the disposal of the 
historians, it is hoped that our historv will be rewritten in a more 
rational manner That will certainly be a step towards our 
national regeneration Foi, it is through histor3^ properly written, 
that a nation’s consciousness is aroused It is through history that 
the glory and greatness of a country can be mirrored into the 
minds of its people and especially its younger generation. 

Now the work, of which this is the first volume, will comprise 
a series of volumes, and is designed to be completed in at least 
seven years Several years back, the Government of Bombay 
undertook a work of this character, of which the result is the 
Selections from the Peshwa Daftar, Poona, and the Poona Resi- 
dency Records Here we are rather late, but our consolation is 
that we are still ahead of many others. The work of bringing 
out the selections from our records has been entrusted to 
Dr. H. N. Sinha and I am sure a better choice could not have 
been made. He is already well known as the historian of the 
Peshwas and I hope he will accomplish this impoitant national 
work in a manner befitting his reputation. 

Nagpur : R. SHUKLA, 

The 17th September 1949. . Premier, 

Government of the Central Provinces & Berar. 




INTRODUCtlON 

This is the ht*st Volume bt the documents selected from (he Nd^UUr 
Residency Records preserved Iri the Cehtral Provinces Secretdnat This 
is the result of the Central ProviiiceS Government's sanction of d nublic.r- 
tion. scheme wdiich, It Is hoped, will he completed in seveh years The idea 
is to publish seven volumes of Selections from the Residency Records at 
the Cate of one volume of about 500 pages evei^-^ year These volumes will 
contain documents of historical value selected from the mass of Old Records 
extending over a period of about sixty years These lecords begin from 
the year 1799 when H T Colebrooke arrived at Nagpur as the Agent of the 
Governor-General at the Court of Ragho]i II and continue up to the end 
of the Mutiny Whether this enormous mass of records can be compressed 
in seven volumes of selections is yet to be seen It is,^ however, proposed 
to select such documents as will be useful in reconstructing the local histor^'' 
and will throw light on some of the dark corners of Indian history It is 
expected that the records which have neither been fully made available to, 
Tior carefully examined by, research scholars so far will yie’d valuable 
information to satisfy these two objectives The present popular Govern- 
ment are responsible for taking this progressive step^ in sanctioning this 
publication scheme for which ail students of history will be grateful 

From another point of view the Government have to be congratulated 
on taking this step not a moment too late 

The Secretariat Records, specially of the period, of which the selec- 
tions are to be made, are in a very bad condition They have not been pro- 
perly preserved and little care has been taken or money spent to keep them 
safe from paper pests and in air-conditioned rooms To add to this neglect 
some of them were splashed with water at the time of the Secretariat 
fire in 1935 and later dried in the sun As a result of all this^ many of the 
records have been badly damaged, and are practically crumbling to pieces 
If they had remained in that neglected condition a few years more they 
would have totally perished Now that^ the most useful part of them is 
going to be published, that danger has disappeared 

Now the Old Records m the Civil Secretariat fall into the following 
five categories, viz — 

(1) The Old Residency Records 

(2) The Nagpur Residency and Secretariat Records 

(3) The Divisional and District Office Records 

(4) The Old Vernacular Records of different States 

f5) The Allahabad Post-Mutiny Records relating to the area formerly 
known as the Saugor and Nerbudda territories 

The Old Residency Records range from 1709 to 1854 w’th a break of a 
little less than two years from November 1801 to July 1803 They have 
been carefully indexed and there are three printed volumes of Indices which 
are 'meant for the use of officials or of the research students who want to 
consult them in the Record Room, but not available for sale The 
indexing has been made according to (he chronological order of the docu- 
ments and on the whole verv satisfactorily These records are verv vplu^ble 
^ince they pertain to a period that started with the relations of equality 
between the^ British Fast India Company and Raghoii IT, and ended with 
the annexation of Nagpur State to the Company’s Dominions The 
second class of records, viz , the Nagpur Residency and Secretariat Records, 
cognprise {a) Revenue and Miscellaneous Records ranging from 1821 to 1874 
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In 726 caie-file) nnd (W Bundle Corrc»pondcnM from 1M4 to 1S70 In 
3 000 die file* Thc> are all m CnRliiti and an Index to each of (a) and (6) 
hai been prepared and printed according to the alphabetical order ot tnc 
documents These nlfo arc not for sale and since indexing o 

done according to the chronological order ai in the aie oi the Old Jlcsi 
doDcy Records their \aluc has been much diminiihed and they have not 
attracted the notice of research students T'hcse records ibcrctorc, « ^5 
JO far remained practicall) as a sealed book Thc\ will be fully utiUzcd 
only when selections arc mode subjcctwiic and m chronological ordcc. 

The third chs^ of records vh the OiMsional anc. 

Records comprise (a) the Juhhulporc DiMsional Records from 1806 to 1847 
in 54 bound ^olumc• (6) Jubbulporc Dixisional Records Supplemental 
List from 1818 to 1859 m 936 ease files (c) Chhattisgnrh Divisional ’Record* 
from 1854 lo 1859 m 21 bound volumes nnd (d) tlic Distr^t Office Records 
pnor to the abolition of the Hast India Company in 1784 ease filet *8110 
14 bound volumes 1 here is a printed index to cacli of the four catcgwlcs 
of records nnd the indexing is according to the chronological order 
arc hkclv to supply valuable matcnil ns a learned Secretary to the Chl« 
Commissioner wrote for illustrating the political social and agridJltUTal 
condition of the early period of the British rule He olio expressed a 
doubt whether ihcvc valuable Diftrict and Divisional Records had ^be<m 
utilized when the District Gazetteers were compiled The fourth class df 
records lu the Old Vernacular Records comprise those which relate *o 
(a) the Chonsla T slate from 1819 to 18S5 in 442 cnic files (f>) the Shah 
Gvh n?tatp from 1810 to 1850 in 271 ease files and (el the Huay JE^agho 
Gorli St^tc from 1SI8 to 1870 m 102 ease files To each df these ‘thrpe 
categories of records there is a printed index in which the documcnti^lravb 
been arranged in (heir alphabetical order They may vicld valuable 
informafion to the student of local history studying tlic locnl nnd economic 


ma the Allahabad Post Mutinv Recor'^s of the years 1858 — 61 rclpte 'to 
the tracts formerly known as the Saugor and Nerbudda Territories ■an? 
comprise 38 case* files These have been indexed but the index has not 
been printed Such is the range and volume of records from which idlec 
tioni arc to be made for the purpose of placing the raw material of locdl 
and Indian history at the disposal of those who ore interested in it 

The present volume of Selections covers a period of seven years frdm 
17^ to 1806 with a gap of a little more than two years from June 3801 to 
July 1803 The period therefore covers more than two years of 
H T Colebrooke s Cmbiisy anH the fiut three years of the Nagpur 
Residency under Mountstuarl Flphinitonc The documents which form 
the corr^pondeocc of Colebrooke are some of the most valuable ol those 
?^i? r ^ volume since they relate to a oeriod that followed the 

fall of Tipu and preceded the Second Maratha War which broke the 
bacKTOne of the Maratha Confederacy The information which Colebrooke 
supplied In his correspondence nbout the state of affairs m Raghpjl s 
uommions— hii ministers army, revenue administration family matters. 

to Wellesley in preparing for the -Second 

w Actini; Re.^dent In the 

d d^nt .n n P'™'"’''’! Rcidcnt ilticc Mf -Wshbe 

to * correspondence i« very exteniive and relntf. 

ncmtlnfinnV diplomatic import that -nniTate tljc 

sfndhm the N *'‘® P“= “"d the ’Bhoni)a the 

tcrntnnal .d,,,.i^ i'*"'’ O’' the other for treat, e. of peace 

territnnal adjuitmenf. or military tetticmenfi 'wnne of Them enunciate 
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ithe British policy towards these rulers and throw light on various aspects 
of their internal administration and domestic affairs They also depict the 
V perfidious character of the ministers and subjects of these rulers These 
are some of the outstanding features of Elphinstone’s correspondence for 
the three years 1804 — 6, included in this volume , , 

Early British Relations with the Nagpur State 

British relations with the Bhonslas or Nagpur began in the time of 
Warren Hastings during the First Maratha War Warren Hastings 
regarded the Poona Government “a natural enemy of Mudhoji” and since 
the possessions of the British and of the Nagpur Bhonslas were con- 
tiguous, he considered “their union important and essential to both”.'^ 
Hence he deputed Alexander Elliot as the Minister and Public Agent of 
the Company’s Government at (he Court of Mudhoji Bhonsla “for the 
purpose of negotiating a treaty with that chief” t Elliot took with him 
Robert Farquhar as his Assistant, Captain William Campbell and Lieut 
James Anderson He left Calcutta about the end of July 1778, proceeded 
by way of Cuttack which he left on the 11 th August 1778 and died on the 
way near Sarangarh on the 12(h September The party, however, pro- 
ceeded to Nagpur where they arrived on the 14th November and stayed 
fbr nearly a month They could not transact any oflicial business r.nd left 
Nagpur on the 12th of December 1778 That was the end of Elliot’s 
Embassy Hastings made a second effort for a friendly alliance, with 
Mudhoji Bhonsla, when taking advantage of the presence at Cuttack of 
^ Chimnaji, the second son of Mudhoji, he sent David Anderson m January 
1781 to meet him there After some preliminary discussions at Cuttack 
he returned to Calcutta with the Maratha envovs for a final settlement after 
their personal interviews with the Governor-General On the 6th of 
Maich an agreement was reached to the satisfaction of both the parties and 
that was the result of Anderson’s negotiations 

In 1782 the Treaty of Salbai brought the first Maratha War to a close 
In 1785 M'udhoji visited Poona, and there, owing to the pressure of Nana 
Fadnavis, he preferred to ignore the terms of the agreement negotiated by 
Anderson Mudhoji returned to Nagpur in the early part of the year 1786 
anl in September of the same year arrived Cornwallis as the Governor- 
General of India With a view to defeat the designs of Tipu who had 
composed his differences with the Nizam and the Poona Court, he started 
negotiations with the Nagpur, Poona and Hyderabad Courts Accordingly 
towards the close of 1787 he deputed George Forester to the Court of 
' Mudhoji Bhonsla to induce him to be a party to the alliances he had been 
forming against Tipu^ Forester arrived at Nagpur on the 15th January 
1788 Since Cornwallis was convinced by Forester’s accounts that the 
strength and political importance of the Bhonsla was “contemptible so 
that the Company could derive no benefit from any further alliance or 
^ connection with him” he ordered Forester to return to Calcutta and he 
left Nagpur on the 10th of February 1789 In the meanwhile Mudhoji 
who had been ruling all these years as the Regent for his son Raghoji, died 
on the 9th May 1788, and Raghoii became ruler now in fact as he was 
already m name In December 1789 broke out the war with Fipu, and as 
3 support to the triple alliance concluded between the Nizam, the Peshwa 
and the Company, Cornwallis sent Forester once again to Nagpur 
Forester arrived at Nagpur on the 3rd of June 1790 and remained there till 
his death on the 5th of January 1791 

It was not till Wellesley became Oovernor-Geqeral in 1798 that the 
political situation of the British in India necessitated the appointment of 
another envoy at the Court of Raghoji Bhonsla Wellesley selected 

•The report of the Committee of Secrecy Appendix 68 

fIbtS • Appendix 69 

I -A 
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H« 5 cO Thomas Cokbrookc the famous oricnj^sl for Ihc pu7TO« and 
he arrived at Nagpur on the 18th of March IW “Jll 

(kvoted to learning and reicarch he wa# ifl suited to the task ol diplomacy 
and failed to comprehend flic real intentions of Raclimi Bhonila ni they 
changed from time to time Ik could not persuade Raghoji to conicflt 
to 0 treaty of eubsidiarv alhantc and in Janiwn iwl requests the 
(jovcnior Gtacral to recall him On llic 19th of May 1801 he left I^agpur 
flod onotlicr en\ov was not appointed till the end of December 1803 after 
the treat) of Deognon was signed 


On the 2tth December 1803 General Wellesley appointed Mountstuart 
hlphirulone his political assistant and Persian Interpreter to act as 
Kesidcnt at the Court of Kagho)i Bhonsla pending the arrival o( 
Mr Webhc but since Mr Wchbc never came to Nagpur flphinstonc was 
appointed on a permanent basis 


Seixttions Fall into Two Periods 


The records selected for this volume thus fall into two district periods 
of pobtical relationship between the Compiny and the Nagpur Court 
The first period that terminated VMth the recall of Colcbrookc is charac 
tensed by relations based upon an equality of status and mutual respect, 
and the second that started with the arrival of Clphinitonc, is characterise 
by the lots of that status acid respect cnjo>cd b) Raghoji It in his relation^ 
With the Gompan> During the first period the Nagpur State was regained 
according to Hastings as the most powerful of the stales which bear the 
Maratha name and its ruler according to Colcbrookc as seeking 
to become the arbitrator between the powers of Hindustan In the 
second period the British Government condescends to regard that Raghoji 
should continue a respectable power in India and that li he should mini 
the articles of peace and perform the common duties of fncndship \ 
(Wellesley to Elphinstone 24th December 18CC ) 

The selected records of these two periods have been classified accord 
mg to their subject matter under Ihc following heads — 

(1) Nagpur and Hyderabad Residency 

(2) Raghoji s Government 

(3) Diplomatic Correspondence 

(4) Sambalpur and Cuttack Affairs 

(5) Pindanei 

(6) Border Raids 

(7) British Policy m general 

(8) Niiam t Affairs 

(9) Bhonsla NiMm Territorial Claims 

(10) Pefhwa s Affairs 

(11) Holkar s Affairs 

(12) Sindhia c Affairs 

(13) MiirallMieoui compniiHR Mywre Affain Trade jmd Commeree 


Nagpur and Hyderabad Rcjidency 

.ppotalmearS'RjSSu^t," end^^nXlrd'’'^'’ 

oa^he^?8\h March and '^P°'-^°[h^he 

on U,e 19 Ah Ra'S 
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a part of his family and returned to his palace on the 17th March. The 
second document addressed to Colcbrooke by Edmonstone, Secretary to 
Government, intimates that the Governor-General had “resolved to with- 
draw the Residency from Nagpur”, and it is dated 15th April 1801 On 
the 17th May 1801, Colebrooke had his last interview with Raghoji and or 
the 18th Raghoji came to the tents of Colebrooke to return the visit and 
then a day or two later the Resident left Nagpur (Letter, dated the 20th 
May 1801 ) Before he left Nagpur, Vyancoji, Raghoji’s brother, had been 
in communication with him and revealed to him some of the most secret 
information about the intentions of Raghoji On the 8th May 1801, 
Colebrooke reported that Vyancoji’s agent disclosed “that Raghoji Bhonsla 
IS prhy to the counsels of the other Mahratta Chiefs” and that the dis- 
solution of the alliance between the Nizam and the Company is an obj'ect 
which the Mahrattas have much at heart and to effect which every artifice 
will be used” About a fortnight later, on the 22nd May 1801, Colcbrooke 
reported that Vyancoji’s confidential agent had visited him m his tents after 
he had marched one stage from Nagpur and disclosed “that Raja Raghojh 
does not intend to meet the Peshwa at the general convention of Mahratta 
Chiefs on the banks of the Godavery All harbour designs which are 
injurious to the Company but which arc so in various degrees Whether 
they would adopt a consistent plan seems doubtful, but the British Govern- 
ment should be on its guard, and Vyancoji is solicitous to merit its favour 
by rendering important service to the Company at this juncture ” When 
questioned as to the correctness of this information, the agent told 
Colebrooke “that proof would soon appear within a few months^ and 
evidence would arise of its own accord It is^ only ^ when the exigency 
should be apparent that Vincojec can expect his services to be accepted of 
his wishes to be complied with ” Such were the services that the brother 
of Raghoji II was eager to render lo the British Government Treachery 
against the state or its ruler had become a confirmed characteristic of the 
Indians and the British Residents always utilized this clement in the Indian 
courts to further the interests of then own nation ’ 

How the British were eager to collect secret and useful^ information 
from confidential sources is also borne out by the instructions General 
Wellesley issued to Elphinstone w'hcn the latter was appointed Resident at 
Nagpur in 1803 In his letter, dated 24th December 1803, General 
Wellesley directs Elphinstone lo “endeavour to obtain an accurate account 
of the numbers and description and disposition of the Rajah’s armies, dis- 
cover the movements of each corps and endeavour to trace the causes of 
them It IS very desirable also that vou should endeavour to ascertain the 
extent of the Rajah’s resources, the amount of his revenue, from what 
source it is derived and how collected, and the nature of his tenure of the 
different portions of territory still remaining in his possession ” How^ to 
collect this information is also indicated “You must employ those which 
your own experience and discretion will suggest and as I know that no 
intelligence can be gamed without expense, I beg you to incur such as you 
may think absolutely necessary to obtain that which is necessary I beg 
leave also to recommend to you as much as possible, a constant personal 
intercourse with the ministers of Raghojee Bhonsla’s Durbar, instead of 
communicating by means of any native servants ” General Wellesley him- 
self had tried to win over Raghoji’s ministers by giving them annual pen- 
sions a fact which was kept a seciet from Raghoji for at least two years till 
April 1806 (Letter from Elphinstone to the Governor-General, dated 
16th April 1806 ) After it was communicated to the Bhonsla, the ministers 
wanted that the pensions be made permanent by the issue of sanads “Since 
the grant of pensions to Slhndhar Pandit, Jaswant Rao and Jaikishan Rao”, 
wrote Elphinstone, “those ministers, particularly the first, have shown 
considerable anxiety to receive Sunnuds for the continuance of them under 
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(he jcfll of (he Government ' (riphinHonc to rdmonitonc dated 18th 
June 1806) Indeed how riphmstonc endcivoured to keep the minlitcn 
of Rflf^hojt in ftood Iiumour In ndmilicci frankly in n letter eddrcifcd to the 
Governor General dated 12(h February 1805 I have hitherto 
prcicnt$ he writes * on a lihcnl scale from the idea that no mode wju 
10 effectual for conciliating the iclfiih nnd rapacioui mlnlitcrt of a Maratha 
Court That wai the citimation of the political intcftrity of the niinlitcri 
of Raphoji left bj a diplomat nnd hiilornn Tlicy ucre ready to icll ihcjr 
icU rcipcct and olonfi ^xilh it the country $ freedom for a men of pottace 

Ai rejrards the itafT of Naepur Rcndtnc> Mr rinhinstone had been 
appointed Sccretarj to the Rcitdcnl Mr Josiah Webbe on a monthly 
talrfry of Ri 1 ^ but iinec Mr AVcbhc could not come and 
lubicquenth died Ophlnitonc became Reijdcnt Richard Jenkins wai 
appointed Afiiitant Sccrcliry of the Rcmdcnc) at NaRpur with a lalary of 
Ri 400 a month pint an allowance of Ri 12 per day After the death of 
Mr Webbe he acted In liis place « the Rcti *cnt wufi Uowlat Rao Sindhta 
(Old Rciidcncy Record*. Volume 29 letters Noi 7 and 9 dated lit 
1 cbniao 1B04) j and Lt Robert Close took hii place as Assistant Secretary 
of Nagpur Ucsidcncs’ In 1805 the Rciidcncj had the scrMccs of an 
Assistant Surgeon when Mr Briggs was appointed on n salan of Ri 400 
a mortth (Old Reiidcnc> Records Volume 30 letter No 15 dated III 
May 1^) C^dng to the frequent Incursions of Pindarics into the NapJur 
pr'OMnec reaching within n few miles of Nagpur an escort for the Rcsi'^cnt 
doniiiting of two complete companies of Scpo>s was ordered to start for 
Nagpur icarjy m January 1806 and it reached there in April 1806 fOM 
Resident Records Volume 2 letter No 70 dated 9th January 1806 ) 
Other Residents who were Contemporaries of riphinitonc were 
Col B Close at Poona Major A Walker at Baroda (Old Residency Re- 
cord* Volume^ letter No 47 dated 7th September 1805). Capt J Bailhe 
Agent to rt^e Governor General m Bnn elkliand Col J Malcolm jnd after 
bira G Mercer with Dowlat Roo Sindhia and Major Kirkpatrick, tem 
pomrily succeeded b> Henry RuticII and pcrmancnll) bi Thomas 
Sydenham at Hyderabad. 

Advitnistration of Raghoji 

The administration of Raghoji was typical of the times — slow corrupt 
and inefficient All depended upon the personal pleasure of the ruler his 
wishes and caprices and those of his ministers and favourites There was 
nothing like a system inherently capable of functioning on set nnd well 
known pnnciplci The territories were a personal possession the govern 
piMl a sort of paternal autocracy^ and the people subjects in the true lenio 
of '(he word Elphinslonc deicnbed Raghojl ni a short fat dark man 
rather mean in hii appearance but mdd and decent in hli behavintir 
Kfp does not appear to maintain much state but few people who attend him 
are wril dressed and respectful (Old Residency Records Volume XVV, 
jetter^o 2 Hated llth^anuarv 18(M 1 About his mode nf work on ’ d'lt- 
posidoa Colebrookc thus records hii Imprctsioa Raghojl Bhonila 
though not averse from pleasure and dissipation is attc^ntive to business 
He ^oet not entrust any of his ministers witjr the chief direction but 
r^^jet it m his own hands consulting however with hi^ three principal 
officers on all matters whether trivia! or important He is chiefly but not 
^usively swayed by the advice of Cooshaba Chitnavii the Moonihi 
Shndhar rapdit is aly> l^tcn^ to and acts in copcert with Coosbaba but 
the^uKib^ ^owannee Pandit has little influence being rather feared thufi 
IBfed.by the Rajsh and being supported only by his interest with th^ 
t mofher Though Raghon s Government be strict and irf some 
mi^d gnd manners popular fiis abilities are 
inore solid than bnliunt. and he apDcara to be dossisiCd Oflgreat prudence 
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but not without ambition” Writing about his territories Colebrooke 
observes that “a great part of his domiiiions consists in a mountainfius tract 
of country almost desolate and unproductive The Nizam participates m 
the revenues of Berar proper and the descendant of the ancierit Rajah has 
a fourth part of the revenue of Gondwana Half of the Chhattisgarh is the 
appanage of Raghojee’s brother and other dominions are allotted to his 
own son and to his female relatives” (Letter, dated 14th April 179*^ ) As 
regards , the revenues of Raghoji, Colebrooke points out that his gross 
revenue could not be much less than two crores and after making every 
necessary deduction the net revenue “cannot be less than 125 lacs from 
his ancient dominions and will probably amount to 150 lacs when the 
revenue of Garrah M.indla is fullv collected” (Letter, dated 1st October 
1799 ) With regard to his military strength Colebrooke records his 
opinion as follows “That part of the Rajah of Berar’s infantry which is 
armed with muskets, though constituting in the Rajah’s own opinion his 
chief strenrfth. does in reality add little to his military power The sepoys 
are so very imperfectly disciplined that they cannot be said to have learnt 
the use of fire-arms and they are wholly ignorant of manoeuvres. The 
corps of dismounted carabineers, were it even numerous and disciplined, 
would be insignificant, because their arms which are more properly blunder- 
busses than carabines arc ill-suiled for a body of infantry Concerning the 
corps of Arabs and of Pathans, it is sufficient to say that they are armed 
and accoutred in the oriental manner and are not accustomed to a^ dis- 
cipline which can fit them for acting with effect in the field The artillery 
is ill-appointed The guns do indeed appear to be well cast and good cattle 
is allotted to the ordnance department but the gun carriages are ill- 
constructed and the ammunition and service of the artillery have all the 
defects common to the ordnance of native powers 

“The cavalry is the most efficient part of the Rajah’s military estab- 
lishment His Pagga horse, and that furnished by Silahdars or partisans do 
not seem inferior to the cavalry entertained in the same modes by other 
Mahratta Chieftains but the Pindara or irregular horse adds more to the 
numbers than to the strength of his army On this subject I have received 
some information from an intelligent officer who lately held a principal 
command in the Raiab’s service He reckons the whole military estab- 
lishment of Berar at 55,000 men including the irregular horse and peimanent 
detachments in Cuttaek and in other remote provinces . The radical 
defect of the Rajah’s military establishment appears to be irregular pay- 
ment of the Army ” (Letter, dated 1st October 1799 ) 

These accounts of the Bhonsla’s army, territory and government led 
Wellesley to regard the Nagpur state as a third rate power, and he boldly 
went forward in his preparations to crush the Maratha Confederacy which 
he accomplished m the Second Maratha War 

Cession of Sambalpiir and Chhaftisgaih States to the Bhonsla. 

After the treaty of Deogaon the dominions of Raghoji very much 
shrank in extent by the cessions he had to make He had to cede Berar 
and Orissa and his 'dominions were practically surrounded by those of the 
Company and their ally the Nizam. By the second article of the treaty pf 
Deogaon, Raghoji ceded “in peipetual sovereignty the province of Cuttack 
including the port and district of Balasore” to the Company But it was 
regarded as desirable and convenient Dy the Company’s agents to acquire 
the entire hinterland to the province of Cuttack comprising, the modern 
feudatory states of Orissa and Chhattisgarh It would provide,, they 
pleadedyan additional barrier for the Cuttack province and connect the 
Northern Sarkars with Bundelkhand This region comprised certain states 
which Were within the province of Cuttack and, therefore, were under the 



rNTRODUCnON 




direct rule of the Marafhai and ccrliin other* \vh1ch were ouUidc the 
territorial limit* of the Cuttack pro\incc hut paid when required lorac 
tribute to the ^ib^ath^* (Ixltcr dated 18th Ninemher 180-1 from the 
ComnuBiioncrt for the Afimr* of Cuttack to I Iphinitonc) In the fiat 
catc/mo ^erc tlit Rajahs of Khurda Di*palla, Annul, Hindolc and Dheq 
kannl and in the iccond catcqor> were the Rijalii of Road Ramffar 
bonepur and Simbalpur Apart from these tlic Rafah* of Bami Bamra 
and Keonjhar were rci,ardcd independent (I ncloiurc to letter dated 
19th January 1804 of the Maiatba*) Those state* which werv within the 
luriidiction of the Cuttack province came under the British n* a rciult of 
the ccaion of that pro\incc accordinc to the second article of the treaty 
of Uconaon 771050 that were ouliidc Cuttack pro\incc or Independant 
of the Marallia authorttic* had either «olicitcd or were induced to tolictt 
Bntiih protection on favourable term* Pneancment* had been concluded 
With them even before the trcit> of Dcocaon and these were cohered 
the tenth article of that treat) It wa» witli prcal reluctance that Ranhojl 
accepted this article of the treaty and that under the threat of n renetml 
of hostilitict According to thcic cncaccmcnti the Rajah* were ' to pay 
fi\e fiold mohua annu'illy a* a wUh of courtesy to the Company and were 
miarantecd peace and friendship of the Compan> in return (Letter dated 
i3lh December 1^ from It Col llarcourt and Mr Melville) Apart 
from thifc Lt Col Broujditon had carl) In Januar> 1801 cfTcctcd the 
conquest of Sambalpur and Sonepur in spite of the opposition of the 
Maratha troop* In those region* Tn hU letter dated 4th March 1804. 
Mr Edraonttonc Sccretar) to GoNcrnmcnt had intimated Major General 
Wellalcy that though the Company t protcriion had been assured to these 
Rajah* against the Bhonila it would be withdrawn if the> themselves con 
seated to resume their original state of dcpcodcncc on the Maratha 
Government In response to this a petition dated 26th March J804 was 
reccivxd b) Lt Col Broughton from Ram Rattan Kunwar of Sambalpur 
Rajah Jbujhar ^ingh of Raigarh Kajah Riswanalh ‘^ahl of Sarancarh l^nl 
Laxmi Pnya of Sonepur Raloh Beerbudh Jena of Ralrakhole Raja Indra 
Deo of Gangpore Raja Tribhuwnn Deo of Bamra Rala Indn Deo of 
Bonai Dewan Shiv Singh of Saktl and RnU Ranjit Singh of Bargarh all 
professing that they had voluntarilj submitted to the Fnglish Government 
which they rc^rded their sole protection and rejected the idea of return 
mg to the Bhonsla s Government (Fnclosurc 3 to letter dated 2nd 
April 1804 from Lt Col Broughton to Edmonstonc ) This strengthened 
Ihe hand* of Wellcslm and the transfer was legally confirmed by the tenth 
article of the treaty of Dcogaon 


After Wcllesle) came Cornwallis as Governor General for the second 
time Anxious to adhere to the non intervention polirj and to placate the 
Bhonsla he ded'^ed upon rcstonng eventually to the Rajah of Berar the 
district* of Sambalpur and Patna without compromising public faith of 
Company s Government He thought that the public faith of the 
Company would not be compromised if they were given adequate com 
pensation for the loss of tcrritorv and dignity m case they r^sed to remain 
unoCT M^tha Government The engagements having been contracted 
with the Chiefs and Zaraindars penonaily and extending he thought 
no farther on our part than to preclude ui from placing them under the 
dominion of the Marathas without their consent it may be a question 
whether we ara not at hbc tv to restore the territory which thev occupy to 
the Maratha Government even without the consent of those Chief* and 
offer them a reasonable compensation 
and afford them in their own persons the stipulated protection (Letter 
from hdmoiutone to Cant Roughtedge dated 12th Seotember 1805) It 
was propose that those Rmah* and Zamindaa who would refuse to remain 
under the Maratha* might be given jagm and stipend* m Khurdha and 
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Ranchi district On this basis negotiations were opened and after prolong- 
ed discussions some of them showed their willingness and others a strong 
reluctance to accede to these proposals Chiefs like Rajah Jhujhar Singh of 
Kaigarh resented the proposals and threatened aj-nicd resistance, if they 
were forcibly transferred to the Biionsla’s Government (Letter from 
Roughsedge to Edmonstonc, dated 27th March 1805 ) The Rani of 
Sambalpur who had at first agreed to the proposal on the condition that 
her son and husband kept as prisoners at Nagpur would be released, refused 
to quit her countr> or return to the Bhonsla’s Government when that 
condition was not accepted b> Raghoji After a good deal of irritation 
during the negotiations the British Government transferred the Sambalpur, 
Sonepur and adjacent territories to the Bhonsla by an engagement, dated 
15th May 1806 

lihoiisla-hUzavi Dtspiiics 

During the period under review there were certain disputes between 
the Governments of the Bhonsla and the Nizam regarding the fulfilment of 
the stipulations of the Dcogaon Treaty and the settlement of their bounda- 
ries The first dispute arose in consequence of the Nizam's refusal to return 
the money collected by his officers from the country around the fort of 
Gawilgarh, after that fort with its adjoining district was restored to the 
Bhonsla A long and irritating correspondence ensued between the bwc> 
courts, the British Residents there, the Governor-General, and Major- 
General Wellesley Ultimately General Wellesley wrote to Col. 
Kirkpatrick, the Resident at H>dcrabad, on 8th .lanuary 1805, “that if the 
Soobah of the Deccan should not immediately place at your disposal or at 
the disposal of the Rajah’s Vakeels the funds required to discharge this 
demand you ought to inform the Soobah of the Deccan that you 

will apply to the discharge of the Rajah’s demand the sums in your hands 
due to His Highness the Peshwa” That was what Col Kirkpatrick had 
suggested to the General in his letter, dated 29th December 180-1. Owing 
to this directive from General Wellesley as also according to the instruc- 
tions received from the Governor-General, Kirkpatrick agreed to pay the 
amount due to the Bhonsla by a draft in favour of Elphinstone (Letter 
from Kirkpatrick to Elphinstone, dated 5th April 1805 ) Then there was 
some unpleasantness over the cession “to the Raja of Berar, h's share to 
certain districts east of the Wardha They consist of some villages 

near the hills to which the Government attaches great importance from 
their situation near the frontier, of some villages belonging to the per- 
gunnah of Ashti to the west of the Wardha and very near Ellichpore and 
to the mud fort of Amner on the Wardha ’’ (Letter from Sydenham to 
Elphinstone, dated 18th January 1805 ) The Nizam was unwilling to cede 
these purgannahs except as jagirs to the son of the Rajah of Berar But 
as the Bhonsla was not prepared to accept the territory on that condition, 
further negotiations were dropped Theie was also some dispute regarding 
the possession of certain jagirs granted to the Bhonsla’s ministers m Berar 
by General Wellesley Raja Mahipat Ram, Nizam’s Agent m Berar, 
ordered the confiscation of these jagirs (Elphinstone to Col Close, dated 
28th January 1805) in spite of the remonstrances of Elphinstone 

Bnhsh-Ntzam Relations 

During this period there were two Prime Ministers of the Nizam .and 
three British Residents at Hyderabad On the 9th May 1804 died Azim-ul- 
Umrah and his place was taken by Meer Allum as the Nizam’s Prime 
Minister Col Kirkpatrick, Resident in Hyderabad, had proceeded on 
leave about the middle of 1805 owing to ill-health and during his absence 
Mr Henry Russell acted as Resident In October 1805, Col Kirkpatrick 
died and on 3rd November 1805 Capt Sydenhaip look chaige ,of .th^ 
Residency at Hyderabad from Mr Russell ' 
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After the concluiion of the Second Mnntha War. the territories of the 
Nizam were extended b> the gift of Hcrar uliich the oritiih liad forced the 
jihonsla to cede to them It v.at then rcalizciJ by the fintish Kesidcnt that 
tiic bubsidinr> Arni> of ]S0(X) maintained in il>dcrabnd uouid not be 
tufficicnl for purposes of internal peace and order and of defence when the 
Nizam s dominioni included licrar Therefore the Ucsident propoicd that 
1 Sillcdar contingent of lOUOO Oivilr) iliould be formed anu to that 
extent the militar) citablishmcnt maintained b> jagirdart could be reduced 
i*hc contingent wai to be diMdcd Into ten JUialahs and ttatiuned in 
diflcrcnt parti of Ucrar At fint the Nizam thov.cd iui approbation of the 
icheme but on the advice of certain mucrcanls lubicqucntly rejected it 
Uhc Urititb Retident did not tcek to enforce it bccau^ of the non intcn>cn 
tion polic> of Lord LornYvailti Soon after matters in H>dcrabad took 
a dangerous turn when Koia Mahipat Ram came from Hcrar to the Court 
and conipircd to monopolise the confidence of the Nizam an t para!>*»c the 
prestige of Mccr Ailum It ended with the transfer of Mahipat Ram to Berar 
and the appointment of Raja Chandu Lai ai the Rcihkar of Mccr Allum 
Mahipat Kam undertook to laisc and mainiam lOiXX) Miiedar horse out of 
the revenues of Ucrar and Capt S>dcnham reported in hii letter dated 
31st Mav lb06 that the requunc number of troops had been divided mto 
ter Iradics of one thousand each under the command of a native officer 
Rut he doubted if that scr\cd an> useful purpose since they were the troops 
which were alrcad) in llcrar and which were brought logcihtr under the 
name of a htllcdar ctfahliihmcnt Hit idea was that the direction 
control and pa>mcnt of the force arc to be entrusted to an Curopcan officer 
of rook and credit and then atone it could be effective A little later 
occurred the mutm> at Vellore. This created a tiluatton that was exploited 
by lome raticrcanii of the city in the employ of Kaja Rao Rambha and 
Noor ul Urarah w'ho excited them to revolt No untoward development! 
occurred due to the politic measures of the commandant of the force 
Subsequent enquiry revealed that Raja Kao Rumbha and Noor ul Umrah 
were involved in alienating the lojalty of tlic troops The former wai 
-baniihcd to hu jagir and the latter ordered to retire to his native country 
near Delhi by the Nizam But shortly after due to the machinations of 
Mahipat Ram and certain other nobles of the court the Nizam changed his 
mind about Noor ul Umrah and even went to the extent of insulting the 
Bntuh Resident when the latter sought an interview with him That 
stificned the attitude of the British Resident and of the Governor General 
bir George Barlow who now realized that the policy of non intervention 
could not be followed an) longer without undermining the prestige of the 
Bntitb Government As a result of this attitude conveyed in a letter from 
•the Governor General to the Nirara the latter climb^ down agreed to 
dismlM Raja Mahipat Ram appoint Raja Govmd Buksb in his place in 
Berar pennon o0 Noor ul Umrah who was directed to retire to Auntn^ 
abad and to adopt certain other measures m the interest of good admint 
itrafion (Enclosure No 2 to letter No 33 ) That was the end of the 
affair and that in brief indicates the nature of Bntiih relations with the 
Nizam. 


delations mtth the Holkar 

The doenraents regarding Jaswant Rao Holkar start from 25th August 
1805 when he u reported to have left Rewaree in Rajputana He had failed 
to persuade Dowlat Rao Smdbia to lom him m carrying out his hostile 
designs against the British Pursued by the British troops he had decided 
to leave hii family and baggage m Ajmer and proceed to the Punjab to seek 
assiitence from the Sikh Lhiefs In October he was reported in PatiaJfl 
which he left on 6th November and headed lowaros the Sutlej which 
he crossed on the 22Qd and 23rd November For fear of the Britsib troops 
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under Lord Lake, pursuing him he continued his flight through the country 
beyond the Sutlej with the intention of receiving “aid from Ranjit Singh of 
Lahore and the Afghan monarch of Kabul” In December he met Rarijit 
Singh at Amritsar and agreed to adopt the Sikh religion if he received Rah- 
jit Singh’s help “In consequence of this meeting which seemed to indi- 
cate the probability of the junction of the Sikh forces with those of Holkar, 
in order to act against the British Army, Rajah Bhag Singh, uncle of Raniit 
Singh, then in the British Camp, was dispatched to Amritsar by Lord Lake 
in order to warn his nephew against the fatal consequences which might 
result to him from adopting such a decided svstem of hostilities against the 
English Government ” With great difficulty Bhag Singh accomplished the 
desired object and “it was settled that Holkar should he desired 

to quit Ranjit Singh’s territory immediately, and that as soon as he had 
evacuated it completely, the English would do so likewise ” (Enclosure 
to letter, dated 11th 'March 1806) He had even sent agents to seek the 
assistance of the French as reported by Col Close in his letters, dated 
20th November and 15th December 1805 That was also of no avail to him 
Having been disappointed from all quarters and owing to the difliculties of 
money for the payment and maintenance of his troops, he opened negotia- 
tions for a peace with the British The peace was concluded on 6th January 
1806 after prolongcH discussions But there remained some disputes 
pertaining to the cession of certain territories in the Deccan to be decided. 
There was some trouble in the Kotah pergunnah of Bundelkhand in which 
the troops of one Gulab Rao, posted at Malharganj, as the Agent of Jaswaiit 
Rao, came into conflict with the British troops under Col James, vvith 
painful consequences to the former (Letter, dated 21st October 1806 ) 
But apart from those petty and passing incidents of conflicting 
interest there was no outstanding cause of complaint or misunderstanding 
on both sides 

Biifi’ih-Stndha Relations 

The treaty of Surji Anjangaon concluded the war with Dowlat Rao 
Sindhia That was in December 1803 The strength and equipment of 
Bindhia’s forces during the war, as they were after his defeat "^t A‘='^ave, are 
indicated in an interesting document, dated 15th October 1803 After the 
tieaty of peace John Malcolm was appointel Resident at the court of 
Dowlat Rao Sindhia His impression of the character and ability of the 
Sindhia, and his accounts of the condition of his army and government are 
contained m his letter to the Governor-General, dated 6th February 1804 
About Dowlat Rao, Malcolm writes as follows 

The Sindhia “still continues to prefer indulgence in pleasure to occitpS- 
tion m business, and the pursuits of amusements to the cares of Govern- 
ment, and consequently leaves, the administration of all public affairs in 
the hands of ministers agreeably to whose acts, he at one t’me apoears mild 
and generous, and at another cruel and avaricious” The cause of the 
discontent and demoralization of the army after his defeat at As^ave is thus 
described by Malcolm, “He went so far after the action of Assaye (at 
which his personal gallantry was conspicuous) as to beat with his own hand 
one of his principal Sardars of his Sillahdar horse on several occasions with 
ruthlessness and contempt and by this conduct alienated many from their 
attachment and increased the spirit of mutiny and disaffection, which had 
long pervaded the maiority of that part of his army who are at present 
upwards of fifteen months m arrears To this violence in the conduct of 
Dowlat Rao Sindhia, the defection of the Hindustan Chiefs Mohammed 
Khan Afrudee, Barkander Khan, Kummerud Dm Khan and others who 
have left his army with fifteen thousand horse a few '^avs after the baffle df 
Assaye, may in some degree be attributed, through this defectiori hafi beet 
1— B 
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generally imputed to the imprciilon which the bucccii ol that action made 
upon thc*c chidi and to the fall of the Prime Minliter Yadoo Rao 
Uhatkar, whose ^rional influence and authoriu was >cr> great and whose 
death caused a derannement in the aflairs of Dowlat Rao which ii yet far 
from being remedied * 

With regard to the ci\il aifminlitration, there was much confusion due 
to the lack of power and iccuritj of tenure cnlojcd b> the minUters Bapu 
Vilhal Slahadco became Prime Minister after the death of Yadoo Rjo 
Bhaikar The (cmtories m Matwa and Khandesh were in a \cry desolate 
state 

It It amusing to learn how by the seventh article of the trcat> of peace 
certain persons of note named b> Maharaja Dowlat Rao received jagin of 
the value of fifteen lacs n >car from the British Their names are mention 
ed in the letter dated I7lh I ebruary 1801 

One of the incidents that gave considerable offence to the British w« 
the plunder of the camn of the British Resident (Mr R Jenkins acting in 
the place of Mr Malcolm) b> (he Ptndans Instigated bv Sarji Rao Ghatgay 
Dauint Kaos father in law At (he time ol the plunder the Resident was 
in (he (ram of Uautat Rao wuhm a mile from the latter s camp The 
Sindhia expressed the utmost sorrow and regret and promised to 

restore the whole of the property (From Jenkins to Cdmonstonc dated 
2&th January 1805 ) At this lime the Sindhia was in Saugor trying to 
capture the fort Acting on the advice of Sarn Rno Ghotgay re was 
inclined to join Jaswont Rao Holkar The Resident had tried to dissuade 
him from this course and since (he Sindhia would not listen threatened to 
withdraw from his court It was at this juncture that the plunder of 
Jenkins camp took place On the 8ih Pebruar) Jenkins reported that 
Doulat Rao was secrcil> m league with the Holkar and Ameer Khan for 
purposes decidedly hostile to the Bntish Government On (he 23rd 
Mirch 1805 Jenkins reported that Donlal Rao had determined fo piocccd 
dircctlj to Bharatpur for the purpotm ot offering mediation between 
Joswant Rao Holkar and the Bnliih Government But since Jenkins told 
Sindhia that the British Government required or admitted the arbitration 
of no state whatever , Doulat Rao Sindhia * abandoned his intention of 
marching to the neighbourhood of Bharatporc But he deputed hii 
Pnmo Minister Saril Rao Ghatgay with a large bod> of Pindans and a 
considerable part of the horse or Sindhia i Camp on the 7th April 
Jenkins expressed hii disapproval of this measure alio to the Sindhia and 
reported the matter to the Governor General These proceedings of the 
hmdhia brought his relations with the British almost to a breaking point 
bat recourse to hostilities was avoided owing to the patience and modera- 
tion of the Governor-General in Council and the continuance of financial 
difficulties of Doulat Rao (Letter from the Governor General to Lord 
Lake dated 2Sth June 1805 ) On the 27th June Jenkins reported with 
latiifactinn that Ambaji Inglio had been released from confinement and 
was likely to succeed SarjI Rao Ghatgay at Prime Minister while Sarji Rao 
was expected to quit the camp and proceed to Poona Due to the nn 
favourable state of affairs at the court of Sindhia that preceded and follow 
ed the attack of the Pindani on the camp of Jenkins on the 26th Januarv 
J805 It had been decided to withdraw the Rcsldeng^ Doulat Rao had 
been requested to permit the Resident and the officers attached to the 
Residency to withdraw But the Sindhia had persistently ev;»ded the 
1 request of the Bntish till at length the patience of Wellesley was at an end. 
Xhereforo in hii letter to the Sindhia dated 2Sth July 1805, he 
demanded that the British Resident with his staff should he allowed to 
return within a fortnicht ifter the receipt of the letter by the Smdhln 
failing which war will be declared against him On the 7th September 
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JenKins was still with Sindhia encamped between Rewari and Ajmer, 
while Jeswant Rao Holkar was “about 5 coss on this side of Ajmer”. 
On the 14th September Jenkins reported that the day before, Sindhia, 
perhaps on the advise of Ambap Inglia, had permitted the withdrawal of 
the British Resident and that he was commencing his march to the British 
Army headquarters at Mathura on the 15th September, As he left the 
court he was accompanied by Sindhia’s Munshi, Kamal Nam, to discuss 
matters with Lord Lake In the meanwhile Wellesley had gone and 
Cornwallis had come tor the second time With the conciliatory attitude 
adopted by him, the points of dispute arising after the treaty of Surji 
Anjangaon were readily adjusted (Letter from Edmonstone to Sindhia^ 
dated 4th April 1505, and to Elphinstone, dated 8th April 1805), and on 
the 22nd November 1805 a fresh treaty was concluded embodying these 
adjustments, (dornwallis died on the 5th October 1805, and Barlow, who 
succeeded him as Governor-General, followed the policy outlined by him 
A new Resident, Mr G Mercer, was appointed at the court ^ of Doulat 
Rao, a treaty was concluded with Holkar, and Sarji Rao Ghatgay was 
allowed to find shelter with the Holkar ^ Under the protection of Holkar 
he plundered certain pergunnahs of Udaipur and requested the Sindhia to 
grant him Bhilsa as a jagir Doulat Rao was not willing to grant this 
request of his father-in-law and made a proposal to the Holkar that he 
might give Ajmer to Sarji Rao (Letter from Mercer to the Governor- 
General, dated 12th July 1806 ) This brings us to the end of the year 1806 

Poona Court. 

The treaty of Bassein was concluded with the Peshwa by Col Close 
on the last day of the year 1802 Later Capt Sydenham was appointed 
temporarily as the Resident at Poona in the place of Col Close In an 
interview that Capt Sydenham had with the Peshwa, the latter expressed 
freely his opinion of the Sin hia and Holkar He said “Sindhia is a weak 
foolish boy, who is himself incapable of government and is led by the 
advice of others If his servants advise well, he acts well, if his servants 
advise ill, he acts ill Great crimes are committed by his Government 
but he himself is faithless Holkar is a bad man from his heart . 

He IS a monster who must be destroyed Sarji Rao Ghatgay is almost 
worse than Holkar ” (Letter from Sydenham to the Governor-General, 
dated 27th May 1805 ) In June the Resident reported to the Governor- 
General that theie had been discovered a clandestine correspondence 
between Moro Pant Phadke and one Anand Rao, who was in the service 
of Raja Raghottam Rao of Hyderabad, and having left his service was 
living in Poona Even the Peshwa’s Minister, Sadashiv Rao Mankeshwar, 
was involved The correspondence, between these and the Sindhia and 
Holkar, was aimed at undermining the British ascendancy at the Poona 
Court Khande Rao Rastiah, who was in charge of the administration in 
Konkan, gave information of this correspondence to Capt Sydenham A 
little later. Col. Close returned to resume his duties as Resident Soon 
^ter he endeavoured to impress upon the Peshwa the necessity of remov- 
ing certain undesirable officers The Peshwa on his part removed Ram- 
chandra Lagoo from the administration of Savanore, and requested the 
British to take over the management of that part of Bundelkhand and the 
adjoining districts which had been assigned to Shamsher Bahadur by the 
Peshwa (From Close to the Governor-General, dated 20th July 1805) 
By the end of July 1805 the Resident suggested to the ministers of the 
Peshwa that according to the agreement between the Peshwa’s brother 
Amrut Rao and Major-General Wellesley, the former might be given an 
annual pension of eight lacs Amrut Rao had been put against Baji Rao It 
for the Peshwaship by Doulat Rao on the eve of the Second Maratha War 
He had been for some time living la Benares and the British had been 
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•upporting him When the Brituh Rciidcnl vronted that the qucilion o( 
hii pension might be settled, the mlnittcri of the Peshwa luggcstcd that 
the northern tcrntoriu of the Pcihwa comprising Bundclkhand, Kal^ 
etc. might be manageJ b) the Company and the pennon to Amrul Kao 
might be paid out of their revenues The Resident suggested Savanorc and 
other toulhcrn territories for the same purpose The matter was latex 
placed before the Pcihm and tvhen In late November 1805 th», British 
Resident dlKuifcd it v,lth the Pcihwa he seemed agreeable to a re* 
conciiinUon with Ins brother and to assign a pension to him In the mean 
srhiic Amrut Rao had returned to Poona and owing to the cilorti ol the 
Resident It was uUimaioI> decided that the Pcslivra should grant a pension 
of (wo lacs to his brothtr and that the latter should be satisfied with B 
(hrora Close to Elphinitone dated J8th December 1805 and lb© ©n 
doiurcs) 

Dunne the jear 1805 tlic Resident often reported to the Governor 
General about the agents of the llolkar seeking to contact the Peshwa, his 
imniitcr* and officers with a view to weaning them awa> from their attach 
ment to the British He had also reported about the internal affairs and 
mal administration in the Pcihwa • dominions But Cornwallis had direct 
cd him to abstain from interfering m the internal concerns of Ih© Poona 
State (Col Close to Ciomwallis dated 13th September 1805 ) That was 
the Cornwallis s polic> of non Intervention There was nothing further of 
any intcrcit regarding the Poona Ckmrt in the period under review 

Thu a a genera] sunc} of some of the important facts of con 
temporary histoo gleaned from the Selections printed m this volume 

As I send these pages to the Press I am overpowered b> a seme ot 
^alitude to the old and revered Premier of this Province, Honourable 
Pandit Ravi Shankar Shukla whose interest m this publication scheme is 
reflected in the Foreword he hat written to this volume Lastly I hope 
hesc Selections will fulfil to some extent the long-felt national need for 
correctly visualiim^ our past and rewntmg our history I am aware of the 
many deficiencies in this work, which arc due to certain limitations For 
one thing the selection had to be made at a pretty rapid pace owing to the 
fait deteriorating condition of (he documents Further since I am alone 
doing this work m addition to roy official duties I could not undertake the 
editing of the documents For one cannot hope to bnng out in a years 
time a volume of more than five hundred printed pages containing docu- 
ments selected from an enormous mass of records and also edit^ with 
explanatory notes biographical and other sketches glossanes etc. My 
purpose WM to prepare a volume of selections onlv and if that purpose is 
ludged to have been served I am content 

My wife and some friends have been very helpful m the preparation X)f 
-this voinme at its various stages My (hanks to them. The Superintendent, 
the Deputy Supenntendent and the staff of the Government Press have done 
all they could to see it through for which I am grateful In spite of their 
efforts some prmting mistakes have remained and it is hoped that the 
aecond volume which they arc taking up very soon will have no mch 
miiitakes 


Nagpur 

DaihcTa the Irf October 1949 


H N SINHA 
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1 

1 9th March 1799 

H Colebrooke, Resident at 
Nagpur 

The Right Hon’ble Earl pf 
Mornmgton, Calcutta 

1 

2 

15th April 1801 

N B Edmonstone, Secretary 
to Government 

H Colebrooke, Resident gt 
Nagpur 

' 1 

3 

17th May 1801 

H Colebrooke, Resident at 
Nagpur 

Marquis Wellesley, Gover- 
nor-General 

1 

2 

4 

22nd May 1801 

H Colebrooke, Resident at 
Nagpur 

Marquis Wellfeslfey, Goyer- 
nor-General 

' 2 

5 

24th December 1 803 

Arthur Wellesley 

1 

M |Elphmsto4e, Resident 
at Nagpur 

. 3 

6 

3rd November 1 805 

Henry Russell, Acting Resi- 
dent at Hyderabad 

SiriG H Barlow, Bart , 
G,overnor-G6neTal 

6 

7‘ 

4th January 1806 

T Sydenham, Resident at 
Hyderabad 

Tht Governor-General 

6 

l 

8 

9th January 1806 

Lt W Lloyd, Fort WiUiam 

M Elphmstone, Resident 
at Nagpur 

6 

9 

27th July 1 806 . . 

N B Edmonstone, Secre- 
tarv to Government, Fort 
Wilham 

M, Elphmstone, Resi- 

dent at Nagpur 

7 

lOi 

14th October 1806 . 

J Monckton, Persian Secre- 
tary to Government 

M Elphmstone, Resident 
at Nagpur 

7 

1 

5th December 1 806 

N. B Edmonstone, Secretary 
to Government 

Raghoji’s Admlnistratior 

M Elphmstone, Residentj 
at Nagpur 

1 

1 

8 

1 

Nth April 1799 

H. Colebrooke, Resident at 
Nagpur 

The Right Honourable 
Earl of Mornmgton 

9 

2 

9th August 1799 

H Colebrooke, Resident at 
r^agpur 

The Governor-General; 
Fort William 

10 

3 

24th September 1799 

H Colebrooke, Resident at 
Nagpui 

The Right Honourable 
Earl of Mornmgton,' 
Goyemor-Qeneral, 

12 

4 

1 St October 1799 

H Colebrooke, Resident at 
Nagpur 

The Governor-General, 
Fort William i i' 

14 

. 5 

26th January 1801 

H Colebrooke, Resident at 
Nagpur, 

The Most Noble Marquii 
of Wellesley, 
Governor-General 

15 

6 

30th December 1 803 

\ 

M Elphinstone, Resident 
1 at Nagpur. 

Major-Gener^ Wellesley 
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Ittjaauarr 1604 

M ElpWtMtonc* Rejldmt at 
Nagpur 

MajTT-Genffal WeDealey 

a 

19th Januatr 1804 

M ElpKlnttone Rerident « 
Nappur 

hfa5« Gtoent Wriloley 

9 

4th Febniarr 1804 

M EIphlnTtortt Rraldmt at 
Nagpur 

hfajofCer nl WelleaJey 

10 

7ih April 1804 

M. Elphinticme Reaidcni 
at Naapu 

J A. Kirkintridt, RrddfUt 
St Hydenbad 

II 

I9ih April 1604 

Cot Kirkpatrira Rnldcntat 
Hrdenbad. 

M KlphtnatODe Retldcst 
at Nagpur 

12 

6th March 1606 

\L Elphloitooe Rrddmt at 
Nagpur 

Vf Fgmoo, ChrO Auditor 


I6th April 1806 

hf Elphinttoee Reaidcnt at 
Naepuf 

The CoTcmor Gencfal 

14 

21th May IB06 

T Srdenham, Reudent at 
Hrdenbad. 

hL HlphlnUnae, Rmdcoi 
at Nagpur 


1 ISth June (806 

hL E!phhuto&e Rcaktou at 
Ntgpur 

N n. Edmonotoue. Scot' 
tan to OoTVTuntnt. 


1 I April 1800 


Sambalimr «s*i Cuttack Affair* 


IL CoWxrooke, Reridcnt at. 
Nvgpur I 


Hu Ricbt Honourable Earii 
of ATorninstoe, GoverJ 
oof Gcocnl. j 


2 


I3tb De ce mber 1803 


Hte Comraiaaloocn for tb^Thc of ScmbalpurJ 

Ankir* of the Subah oft Sooepor o tod Bood. 1 
Aoderi Cuttack. j I 
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4 

5 

I 
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8 

9 
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I9tfa jenuary 1604 
2ad Februirr 1604 
4th March 1804 
24th Mcrdi 1804 
2ad April 1804 
18th Mar 1604 
I 13th June 1804 
i IStfa Norwnber 1604 


The Cocmdaalofxa* for the 
ABalra erf Cuttack 

CoL Hrouahton 


M*Jor*Oaittal WeDealey 

hL ElphhntcRMt Reudect 
at Nagpur 


Secret ai y to GoremmentJ 
Fort WHUam. 

Oeorfe Hcrcotot, Corrmria- 
tioc^ for Afialrs of Cuttack. 

Lc.-CoL Brou(btoo 


N B. Edmonatooe, Secretaiy 
' to Govensneot. 

N B. Edmofutooe, Scentaty 
to 

The CoomuaalaDer* at 
Cuttack. 

i 


hL Elphhutooe, Rerideot 
at Nisptit. 

M Qphlnataoe> Re*l> 

dent at Nifipor 

N B. Edmooatme, Secre* 
taiy to Gorenuoent. 

M Elphlnttooe Real 

dent at Nagpur 

M. Hlphhtstcne, Reri 

dent at Ntspor 

hL Elpblnatijpo Rao- 

denc at Nagpur 


3^ 
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36 

36 

42 
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55 

58 
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Sambalpur and Cuttack Affairs — cant 


23rd No\ ember 1 604 N B Edmonstonc, Secretary 

to Go\cmmcnt 

1 7th February 1805 Lt -Col BrouBhton 

i 

I 

12th September 1805 N B Edmonstonc, Sccretars i 


1 7th September 1 805 

21st January 1806 

23rd February 1806 

% 

10th March 1806 
16th Marcli 1806 
27th March 1806 
14th Apnl 1806 
12th May 180b 
15th May 1806 
18th June 1806 
20th June 1 806 
6th December 1806 


N B Edmonstonc, Secretary 
to Go\ emment 

Captain RoughscdBC, Com- 
manding R a m B a r h 
Brttnlion 

Ciipt Roughsedge, Com- 

manding Rnmgarh Battalion 

C,ipt Itoughscdgc, Com- 

manding Ramgarh Battalion 

Capt Roughsedge, Com- 
manding Ramgarh Battalion 

M Elphmstonc, Resident at 
Nagpur 

Capt Roughsedge, Com- 

manding Ramgarh Battalion 

Capt Roughsedge, Com- 

manding Ramgarh Battalion 

N B Edmonstonc, Secretary 
to Government 

N B Edmonstonc, Secretarv 
to Government 

M Elphinstone, Resident at 
Nagpur 

M Elphinstone, Resident at 
Nagpur 

M Elphinstone, Resident at 
Nagpur 


M Elphinstone, Resi- 
dent at Nagpur 

N B Edmonstonc, Sccre- 
tar> to Government 

Captain Roughsedge 


N B. Edmonstonc, Secre- 
tary to Govenoment } 


M Elphinctonc, Resident 
at Nagpur, 

N B Edmonstonc, Secre- 
tar\' to Government 

N B Edmonstonc, Secre- 
tary to Government 

The Governor-General . 


N B Edmonstonc, Secre- 
tary to Government 

M Elphinstone, Resident 
at Nagpur 

M Elphinstone, Resident 
at Nagpur 

M Elphinstone, Resident 
at Nagpur 

The Governor-General, 
Fort William. 

The Governor-General, 
Fort William 

The Governor-General 


Bhonsla-Nizam Dispute 


5’ 1 

18th January 1805 . . 

Col KirKpatrick, Resident at 
Hyderabad 

M Elphmstone, Resident 
at Nagpur 

5) 2 

28th January 1 805 . 

M Elphmstone, Resident at 
Nagpur 

Col B Close, Resident at 
Poona 

3' 3 

18th January 1806 

T Sydenham, Resident at 
Hyderabad 

M Elphmstone, Resident 
at Nagpur 

4 

28th February 1 806 

J A Kirkpatrick, Resident at 
Hyderabad 

M Elphmstone, Resident 
at Nagpur 

3l ' 5 

5th Apnl 1805 

Col Kirkpatrick, Resident 
at Hyderabad 

Col B Close, Resident at 
Poona 1 
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G H Parlotr ScnrUry to 
fSoremrnetrt. 

If Colchfooke ReiWftrt 
at Narpur 

106 

I! Colebrookr Rctldmt at 
Nagptir 

0 ff flarloTr Seeretif^ 
to Cownment. 

106 

ll Colcbtookc Re-^CTit at 
Nappur 

The Right Honourable 
Fari of Momlngton 
GomnOT General- 

107 

The Oottmof Cmcfal 

H CoJebrooie Reilden! 
at Nagpur 

109 

If Co]e(>rDoAe Rr'hlmt at 

NaftHir 

Thk Rlghr* IfonounWe 
rkH ^ Motnlngtoo^ 
OoTcmor GtnetaL 

110 

If CalebrooVe. Reridcot at 

ThcCcnemoi Certeral 

1 

in 

H Cotehrookt Rcshlent at 
Nagput 

The Gotemor General 

t 

IIS 

If Colebrookt at 

Nagpur 

Tht Cpeemor Cenml 

1 

116 

1 Klrkpslnck, Seartarrto 
GWerrnneat, Foil Wtllisnu 

If j Colehroole Rendent 
at Nagpur 

118 

H Colebrobke Resident at 
Nagpur 

The Right Hooounhle 
FArl of Momlngton, 
C<n emor-Genetal 

122 

H Colefaroolce, Resident at 
Nagpur 

The Most Honourable 
Afarqula WeOcsIey. 

Oortroor GeneniL 

123 

H Colebrooke, Kestdejit at 
Nagpur 

Mshquis WeUesle, 

GoTemor-Gcoeral. 

124 

H. Colebrooke» Reiidnit at 
Nagpur 

Marqult W e I I e a I e y 
Governor General- 

125 

H. Colebrooke. Roudeot at 
Nagpur 

Iriarquis Wellesley 
Govemor-CenersL 

126 

(L Cotebroolce Resident at 
Nagpur 

Marquis Wellesley 
Governor GeneraL 

123 

H Colebrooke Resident at 
Nagpur 

hlarqms Wellesley 
Governor General 

130 

H. Colebrooke Reaident at 
Ntgpur 

Marquis Wellesley 
Governor-General. 

132 

H. Colebrooke Resident at 
Ntgpur 

) 

Marquis Wellesley 
Governor GencrmL 

136 
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Diplomatic Negotiations— 

1 6th November 1800 H Coicbmokc, Resident at Marquis W e 11 e s I e v 

Governor-General 

20th November 1800 H Colebrooke, Resident at Marq„,s We II e s 1 e v 

N“SP>tr Governor-General 

20th December 1 800 H Colebrooke, Resident at Marquis We 1 1 e s 1 e V 

Governor-General 


2l8t Januarj' 1801 
21 St Alarch 1801 
4th Alay 1801 
8th Alay 1801 
Mth ATay 1801 


Resident at The Governor-General 

^XT Golebrooke, Resident at Marquis W c I 1 e s I ^ v 

^“SPur Governor-General ^ 

H Colebrooke, Resident at Marquis W e 1 1 e s 1 e vj 

Nwur Governor-General 

H Colebrooke, Resident aM iM^rquis W e 1 1 e s I e v 

N“epur Governor-General ^ 

H Colebrooke, Resident at Marquis W e 1 1 e s 1 e v 

Governor-General 

9th January' 1804 Governor-General in Council General A Welleslev 

1 9th January 1804 Major-General A Wellesley M Elphmstone, Resi- 

dent at Nagpur 

26th January 1804 Major-General A Wellesley M Elphinstone, Resi- 

dent at Nagpur 

3rd November 1804 N B Edmoustone, Secrctan M Elphmitone, Reri- 

to Government dent at Nagpur 

6tb December 1804 Col B Close. Resident J M Elphinstone, Resi- 

dent at Nagpur 

14th December 1804 M Elphmstonc, Resident Colonel Lake 

at Nagpur 1 

22nd Decembei 1804 N B Edmonstonc, Secretary] -Vr Elphinstone, ResJ 

to Government dent at Nagpur ' 

3l6t December 1804 N B Edmonstone, SecretarjJ M Elphinstone, R^si- 

to Government dent at iVJagpo^ 

28th January 1805 MElphmstone, Resident at Colonel B Close Resi 

^^P“^ I dene at Poona ’ 


4th March 1805 
27th May 1 805 
30 th May 1805 


EIpWoue, Resident a Lord William Bmtmeb 

‘pooM® Close, Resident at M Elphmstone, Resident 

at Nagpur 

September ,805 jN^B^Et^^ne, secretary M, BIp Wone, Resident 
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Diplomatic Neflotlollon*— 


40 

18ih September 1805 j 

1 N D ndmonatone Secretary 
i to GmTmmtni 

M riphinrtooc Resident 
' at Njppur 

179 

41 

7ch >.o\ember 1805 

[M nphmttooe Reejdent ai 
t Nappur 

1 Sir Oeonfe Dirloiv 

Goremor Cencrah 

181 

42 

15th Norembef 1805 

' N n rrfmonitofie Secfclary 
to GovemmeTt 

M nphimtone Resident, 
at Njppur 1 

18) 

O 

23ih Norrember 1805 

M Flphln'looe Retident ■»! 
Vtppur 1 

The Covenw General 

188 

44 

10th December lfi05 

M Elphinttofte Reildcnt at 
Naepuf ' 

The OovctnoT-OcrKrtl 

1 

192 

45 

20ih December 1605 

N B Edmomtooe Secreta'yi 
to Gmerrtmtnt. 

M. Etphitntone Resident 
at Njppur 

191 

46 

28th December 1605 

M Elphinttone Rctldent a 
Nappur 

The GaetTTyOT*Gcneral 

197 

47 

17th July 1806 

N D Edmon^tone Secretary 
to Government 

NI Flphinilonc Resident 
at Njppur 

200 

4t 

5rd September 1806 

M Elphmttooe Reildeitt a 
Nippur 

The Oov“emof Omeral 

OTI 

49 

Ilth October 1606 

N D Edmonttone Secirtary 
to Government. 

M ElpKlnttoa. Rjsjdeit 
at Njppur 

204 

50 

1 4tb December 1806 

M ElpKliutone Resident at 
Naffpur 

N D EJnonttoae Secre , 
tary to Govcrninent. 

206 


Drirlofa Poller QQd Diplomacy lo India 


1 

1 

24th January 1805 

N B Edmonstone, Secretary 
Co Govemnient. 

^L E phinstoact Resldeot 
at Nj^^ur 1 

20 

2 

24th January 1805 

The Goremor Oeneral 

Major Oeneral Wellesley 

209 

5 

24th January 1805 

The Govemor-Gencral 

Colonel HjlIburtoQ 

212 

4 

17tbMay 1805 

Wdleslcy Governor Central 

Lord Lake Commtnder- 
In-Coicf 

21) 

5 

24th July 1805 

1 

N B Edmonstoot Secretary 
to Gorerttmenc. 

The Secretary to Gorem- 
mentt Bombi^ 

216 

6 < 

I9th October 1805 

N B Edtaonstooc Secretary! 
to GoremmenC. | 

M Elphlitttocfi, Resldest 
at Njppur 

219 

7 

26th October 1805 

N B Edmonatooe Secretary 
to QovemmenC. 

M. Elphlnstqce, Reai' 

dent at Nagpur 

220 

6 

9th November 1805 

N B Edmonatooe, Secretary 
to OoreroEiMiit. 

Captain Roughaedge, 

CVtTprp»ntt{ng R«mJ 

garfaBjttaHoo. 

223 

9 

j 1 Otb November 1 805 

Colcmel Close Resident at 

Pdodl 

The OoTetoor>Oes>eral 

1 

224 
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British Policy and Diplomacy in I 

10 

1 5th November 1 805 

Captain Roughsedge, Com- 
manding R a m g a r b 
Battalion 

11 

7th August 1 806 

N B Edmonstone 

12 

9th October 1 806 

1 

G Mercer, Resident with 
Dovvlat Rao Sindhia 

1 


• 1 

1 

Plndaris 

I 

1st August 1799 

H Colebrooke, Resident at 
Nagpur 

2 

7th June 1800 

H Colebrooke, Resident at 
Nagpur 

3 

20th November 1 799 

H Colebrooke, Resident at 
Nagpur 

4 

9th December 1799 

H Colebrooke, Resident at 
Nagpur 

5 

6th January 1800 

H Colebrooke, Resident at 
Nagpur 

6 

18ih February 1801 

H Colebrooke, Resident at 
Nagpur 

7 

t 

2nd January 1804 

1 

1 

• 

M Elphinstone, Resident 
at Nagpur 

8 

,24th Januarv 1805 

t 

M EIp’' nstonc, Resident at ( 
Nagpur 

Q 

|16th June 1805 

f 

i 

13 Close, Resident at Poona I 

10 

Extract [17th Jun 
' 1805] 

M Elphinstone, Resident at ' 
Nagpur. 

1! 

22nd June 1805 

Colonel Wallace 

12 

17th October 1805 

Colonel Wallace ( 

13 

17th November 1805 

M Elphinstone, Resident at " 
Nagpur 

14 

18th November 1805 

Colonel Wallace C 

15 

22nd November 1805 

iM Elphinstone, Resident at C 
Natrpur 

16 

23td November 1805 

M ^ Elphinstone, Resident at L 
Nagpur 


To 


N B Edmonstonc, Score 
to Government 


A Seton, Resident at Delhi 

1^ Elphinstone, Resident 
at Nagpur. 


G H Barlow, Secreta-yto 
Government, F o i t 
William 

The Governor-General 

The Right Honourabh 
Earl of Momingtor , 
Governor-General 

’he Govrrnor-Gcner' 
Fort William 

The Governor-General 


o*’ Wellesley, Governor 
Genera! 

Colonel Haliburton 


at Poona 

\1 Elphinstone, Rcsid 
at Nagpur 

The Governor-General 

Colonel Close 

•olonel Close, Resident 
Poona 

The Governor-General 

-olonel Close, Reside 
at Poona 


Page 


227 

’ 229 
233 


235 

237 

237 

238 

239 

240 

241 

242 

243 

244 

244 

246 

247 

248 
247 
250 



CHKONOLOOT OF IBTrmiS 


rinditrla — e^nL 

24ih November 1805 |M Elpbliutone Resideot *t CotonrfWiU* 
Ntffpur I 


45 th November 1803 Lt -Colonel Dm rton 
I i6th November 1805 | Colonel Wallace 


Pth November 1805 I Colonel Doveton 


lit December I&05 Colonel Dovetoo 
1 isth November 1805 Colonel Doveton 


1 i 4th December 1605 I Colonel Doveton 


M Elpblmtonc Reildcnt > 251 

at Njfpur • 

M Elpblrrrtone Reeldent 252 

at Njgpur 

M Elphhutoflc Resident 234 

at Naitpur 

M Elphlnstooc Resident ' 254 

at Nifiiur 

\t Elphinstone Resident ■ 255 

at Nrfgpur 

M Elphlnstone Resident 255 

at Nacpur 


j yth December 1605 j M. ^p ^mtope Reitdeoi *i| CoJemd Dovewn 


5 13th December 1803 Coloeel Dovetoo M. Rlphlattcne, Reaideot 256 

at Nagpur 

6 1 7tb December 1605 M. Elphinstooe Resident at Colonel Doreton 257 

Nagptir 

:7 18th December 1805 M Hphinttoce, Reakteot at Colonel Doveton 258 

[ Ntgpur 


!8 23rd December 1605 1 Cokmtl Wallace 


rtl 2dth December 1805 Colorid Derpetoo 


CoL Close, Raaldent at 258 

Poona. 

hE Elphinstooe Rmldect 259 

at Nagpnr 

Tbe GoretDor-Oeneral 260 


10 4th February 1 806 M. Elphinstooe Tbe GoTetoor-Oeneral 

31 12th Febroary 1806 M. Elphinitoce Reildetit at 'Du Oorenor-Oeneral 

Nsgpur 

32 15tb Maj 1806 M. Elphinstooe Resident at 7^ Oo ve tn or-Oenetal 

Nagpur 

33 25th November 1806 O Mercer Resident wHh M. Elphinstooe Reslds 

Dowlat Rao Slndhia. at Nagpur 


Nlxam a Affaire 

I 9th May 1804 I Major Kirkpatrick, Reridefitj M. Elphmatnaa, 

j It Hyderabad. j dent at Ntgpur 


2 3lstMay 1805 M^r Kakpatri^ 

at Hyderabad. 


3 1 6th Jane 1805 


Hie G ovemof-Oeaefal 


C^ J A. Kirkpatrick Real The Go rcfoor-Geoefal 270 
dent It Hyderabad, Fort William- 
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Nizam’s Affairs — cont 


4 

13th June 1805 

Col J A Kirkpatnk, Resi- 
dent at Hj derabad 

The Governor-General 

275 

5 

22nd June 1805 

B Close, Resident at Poona 

Marquis Wellesley, 

Goverr or-General. ! 

1 

279 

6 

7th July 1805 

Col Kirkpatrick Resident at 
Hyderabad 

The Governor-General 

282 

7 

20th July 1805 

J A Kirkpatrick, Resident at 
Hyderabad 

The Governor-General, 

Fort Wilham 

288 

O 

O 

27th August 1 805 

J A Kirkpatrick, Resident at 
H^ derabad 

Marquis Comwalhs, Gov- 
emor-Generf] 

j 

294 

9 

1 1th September 1805 

1 

Henry Russell, Acting Resi- 
dent at Hyderabad 

Marquis Cornwallis, Gov- 
ernor-General 

1 

297 

(0 

14th October 1805 

H Russell, Acting Resident 
at Hyderabad 

The Governor-General 

300 

n 

1 9th November 1 805 

Henry Russell, Acting Resi- 
dent £t Hyderabad 

Sir G H Barlow, Gover- 
nor-General 

303 

\2 

18th December 1805 

H Russell, Acting Resident 
at Hyderabad 

The Governor-General i 

304 

13 

31st January 1806 

T Sydenham, Resident at 
Hyderabad 

The Governor-General 

306 

14 

29th Apnl 1806 

T Sydenham, Resident at 
Hyderabad 

The Governor-General 

310 

15 

15th May 1806 

T Sydenham, Resident at 
Hyderabad 

The Governor-General 

316 

16 

31st May 1806 

T Svdenham, Resident at 
Hyderabad 

The Governor-General 

1 

320 

17 

3rd June 1806 

T Sydenham, Resident at 
Hyderabad 

The Governor-General, 

Fort Wilham 

1 

323 

iB 

14th August 1806 

T Svdenham, Resident at 
Hyderabad 

The Governor of Madras, 
Lord William Bentmck 

325 

19 

25th September 1 806 

T Sydenham 

1 

The Governor-General . 

331 

20 

30th September 1 806 

T Sydenham 

The Governor-General 

343 

21 

18th October 1806 

T Svdenham, Resident at 
Hyderabad 

M Elphinstone, Resident 
at Nagpui 

346 

22 

6th Novembei 1 806 

N B Edmonstone, Secretary 
to Government 1 

1 

M Elphinstone, Resident 
at Nagpur 

348 

23 

18th November 1806 

T Sydenham, Resident at 
Hyderabad 

The Governor-General 

361 

A 

,26th December 1806 

1 

1 

T Sydenham, Resident at 
Hyderabad 

1 

M Elphinstone, Resident 
at Nagpur 

368 
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Slndhlo ■ Affair* 



Ul5th October 1803 

Lt. CoL Clote j 


374 

1 

i 

6th Febnjary I8W 

J Mtkolm Reiideot with 
D^lat Roo Slndhla. { 

The Govcrnor-Gcncrtl 

377 

1 

I7th Februarx 1804 

J Malcolm ReaJdent with The Govemor-Geocnl 
DowUt Rjki Slndhla, I 

3C1 

4 

22nd December 1804 

Secretary to Gorenunent 
Fort NVUlianv. 

The Rrsldent with DowUt 
Rao Sindhia. | 

1 384 

J 

5 

26tb 1803 

R, Tenfatrt Acting Realdent 
with DowUt Rao Slndhn 

N B Edmonatooe Seere 

1 ttry to GoTcTTujwnt Fort 

! ^\'alUm. 

390 

) 

6 

78th Jtmiary 1805 

R. Jenkma Reaideot with 
DowUt Rao StrdhU 

N B Edmonatone, Secre- 
1 tary to CoTcmment. 

390 

7 

8th February 1805 

R. Jenlam, lUaldenl with 
DowUt Rao SuidhU 

1 N B EdmoTulone, Secit-^ 
tary to Govtoronnit. i 

393 

8 

Mttcit 1805 

DowUtrao SmdhU 

The Oovereor-Gcneral ' 

' 394 

9 

Z3rd March 1605 

R, Jenldca, Realdent with 

1 DemUt Rao Siodbla. 

N B. Edmoristnne Sec- 
retary to Goremment. 

396 

10 

! 3rd April 1805 

' R. Jenldra Rnideot with 
DowUt Rao SmdhU 

CoL Clote Resident at 
Poona. 

399 

II 1 

4th April 1805 

N D Edmoftctone Secretary 
to Government. 

DowUt Rao SlndhU 

402 

12 , 

8th April 1805 

N B Edmontooe 

hL Elphlnstooe 

414 

13 

9th April 1805 

R. Jenkina Retldent with 
E>owUt Rao SukUiU. 

N B Edmoottone, Secre- 
tary to Oovermnent. 

' 422 

M 

25th June 1805 

The Ooremor-Getieral in 
CounoL 

Lord Lake Conamaader 
in^iei: 1 

424 

t 

15 

27th June 1805 

R. Jenkina Resident with 
DowUt Rao Sindhia. 

Lord Lake Commander 
in -Chief 

432 

16 

25th July 1803 

'Dm CoveriKK-Oeneral 

l.ord lake i 

433 

17 

7th September 1805 

R. JenkinK, Action Reaidect 
with E^owlat Rao SmdhU. 

Major A. Walker Retident^ 
at Daroda. 1 

) 436 

18 

14th September 1805 

R. Jenkhis Acting Realdent 
wmi DowUt Rao Shidlua 

Colonel hlalcolm 

437 

19 

1 5th September 1 805 

R. Jmkina Acting Retidcot 
with DowUt Rao SmdhU. 

Colonel Malcolm 

; «8 

20 

I7th Jtnnaiy 1806 

N B Edmonstooc Secretaiy 
to Government. 

M. Elphimtooe Resident! 
at Nagpur j 

[ 440 

11 

4th July 1806 

O Mercer RcaAdent with 
DowUt Rao Smcfliuu 

The Governor General,! 
Fort WlUum. l 

440 

22 

,10th July 1806 

G hlerccr ReritUmt with 
DowUt Rao Smdhia. 

Die Goremor-Oeoeral, 
Fort WHiWi 

, 441 

23 

*4th NoTemfacr 1806 

N B Edmccitono 

M. Blphinttone 

1 

442 
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To 

No. 






Holkar’s Affairs 



1 25th August 1 805 

I 

2 20th November 1 805 

J 

3 20th November ! 805 

4 28th November 1 805 

5 1 5th December 1 805 

6 8th January 1806 

7 nth March 1806 

8 18th March 1806 

9 30th June 1806 

10 12th July 1806 

11 2nd October 1806 

12 20th October 1 806 

13 21st October 1806 

1 27th May 1805 

2 15th June 1805 

3 21st June 1805 

4 1st July 1805 

5 20th July 1805 

6 27th July 1805 

7 3l8t July 1805 

8 6th September 1805 


R Jenkins, Resident with 
Dowlat Rao Smdhia 

Colonel B Close, Resident at 
Poona 

Lord Lake, Commander-m- 
Chief 

John Malcolm 


Colonel Close 

J Malcolm 

N B Edmor stone, Secretary 
to Government 

Colonel Close, Resident at 
Poona 

G Mercer, Resident with 
Dowlat Rao Smdhia 

G Mercer, Resident with 
Dowlat Rao Smdhia 

N B Edmonstone, Secretary 
to Government 

Col B Close, Resident at 
Poona 

N B Edmonstone, Secretary 
to Government 

Poona Court 

T Sydenham, Resident at 
Poona 

T Svdenham, Resident at 
Poona 

T Sydenham, Resident at 
Nagpur 

T Sydenham, Resident at 
Poona 

Col Close, Resident at Poona 

Col Close, Resident at Poona 

Colonel Close, Resident at 
Poona 

B Close, Resident at Poona 


Lt -Colonel Malcolm 


Sir G H Barlow, 

Governor- General 

Sir G H Barlow, 

Governor-General 

Some one, name not men- 
tioned, perhaps, the 

Bombay Governor 

The Governor-General 

N B Edmonstone, Secre- 
tary to Government 

M Elphmstone, Resident 
at Nagpur I 

The Governor-General 


The Governor-General, 
Fort William 

The Governor- General, 
Fort Wilham 

M Elphmstone, Resident 
at Nagpur. 

M Elphmstone, Resident 
at Nagpur, 

M Elphmstone, Resident 
at Nagpur 


The Governor-General 


Marquis Wellesley, Gover- 
nor-General 

The Governor-General, 
Fort William 

The Governor-General 


The Governor-General 

I 

The Governor-General 

Marquis Wellesley, 

Governor-General 

Marquis Cornwallis, 

Governor-General. 


Page 

444 

445 

445 

446 

450 

450 

467 

470 

472 

473 
475 
483 
485 

495 

498 

505 

507 

523 

526 

527 

531 
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Poooa Cooit— c«/ir 



9 

llth September 1805 

Colond Q dote Rerident at 
Poooa. 

Mtrqui* CoTtstfalln, 

Gsremor GcneraL 

532 

to 

I3th September 1805 

Colcmel B Cloae RealJeoC at 
Poona. 

Mirquls ComwalJla 

Careroof General 

532 

It 

6tii October J805 

Colonel B Ooae Rcaldent at 
Poooa 

Muqula ComwalUa, 

GoTcmor General 

533 

n 

17* October 1805 

Colonel Clote Reaident at 
Poooa. 

Minjuti ComtraUit, 

Gotctdot General 

534 

13 

4* JitmirT 1806 

B Clote Reiidcot at Poona 

1 The Governor General 

536 

\A 

27* Febnarf 1805 

Coloriel dote Rnident at 
Poona. 

The Governof General 

536 

15 

Ift M«rdi 1605 

Colood dote Reaideot at 
Poorau 

The OoTcroor-Geaeral 

536 

\h 

3td April 1806 

Colooel B doer Reaxdcnt at 
Poona 1 

The Gotentor-Oenetal 

537 

17 

15* June 1806 1 

1 

CoVDoel B dote Realdeot at 
Poona. 

The Oovemof-Ofntnd ' 
Fort WiQiam. 

539 

18 

20* Norember 1806 , 

Colonel D Clote Reaidoat at, 
Poooa. 1 

M. EiphJtntooe Rexldecr 
at Nafpur 

540 

J9 

18* December 1806 

Cobnri B Clote Rcrident atl 
Powa. ' 

NL Elphlnatoae Realdexrt 
at Nigpnr 

542 
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' 

20* October 4805 

Colonel CloM Reslriaot at 
Poona. 

M. Elphlmtme Realdent 
at Nagpur ' 

344 

2 

13* Norenbtf 1804 

N B Ednoottoee Secretary 
to Orrem nut. 

8L ElpSEnjtoae RetitI 
dent at Nagpur 

549 

5 

16* NoTcmber 1804 

The Co n nuriooer foe *c 
Ad^iirt of CaCUck. 

M. ElpbbtDae, Rcridoot at 
Nagpur 

532 

4 

23rd Narember 1804 

Mr Hircouit, Cotmfatfjner 
far the Axfiira of Catuck. 

^L Blpbmrtooe Retj- 
dent at Kag,niE. ^ 

553 

5 

29* July 1799 

H. Cotebrookcf Retidmt at 
Nairpur 

The Rlttht Honourable Earl^ 
of OoT«r-J 

nor OeneraL 

554 

6 

29* JumeiT 

Egerton, ChB Auditor 

bt. Elpbinatona Rraldent 
at Nagpur. 

556 

7 

25* April 1806 

M. Elphioitooe Realdcnt aJ 
Nagpur 

N R EJ-ooiftoae Secre* 
tarr to OjreniannL 

556 

8 

, 14* July 1806 

M. ElpMoatoce, Raaldcnt ai 
Ntipur 

c N B Ei'Q'TMto’io, Secre- 
tary to Goredimeat. 

537 



NAGPUR RESIDENCY 

Letter No. 1. —In this letter Colebrooke informs the Governor-General that 
he arrived at Nagpur, on the 18th March 1799, and paid a visit to 
Raghoji Bhonsla, on the 19th March 1799 

From— H T COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To— THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL. RIGHT HON'BLE EARL 
OF MORINGTON, CALCUTTA 


Nagpur, 19th Maich 1799 

I have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that I yesterday arrived 
at Nagpur and today paid the Raja my first visit as he had appointed by a 
message received several days since. I had the honour to dehever your 
Lordship’s letter which was received and read with much respect and the 
Raij expressed his acknowledgments in a suitable manner As the subse- 
quent conversation, this being a first visit was necessarily confined to 
general topics, nothing further passed of sufficient moment to be reporteu 
to you** Lordship, but I cannot omit mentioning that the utmost attention 
has been given to my accommodation throughout the Raja’s own territories 
and that in my reception distinguished politeness has been shown bv him 

Th(' Raja who had accompanied a part of his family several days 
journey towards Cuttack only returned toi this neighbourhood on the _14th 
and to his palace on the 17th instant It has been his intention to conclude 
the celebration of the Holi festival before his return I was, therefore, to 
quit the nearest road from Ruttanpore to Nagpur for a more circuitous one 
which would coincide with the line on which he travelled and I was again 
obliged to alter my route more than once to follow the change of his 
movements This circumstance has contributed to delay my arrival beyond 
the time in which I had hoped to reach this Durbar 

As some days yet remain before the conclusion of the Hob, it is not pro 
bable that any communication of importance should be made or received 
at this Durbar in the interval 


Letter No 2. — Edmonstone suggests the withdrawal of the Residency from 
Nagpur and therefore, withdrawal of Colebrooke 

From— N B EDMONSTONE, SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT , 

To— H COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort Wilham, 15th April 1801 

I have received your several letters noted in the margin 

The conduct of the Raja of Beiar, during the whole of the negotiations 
appears to me to have been insincere and illusory He seems at no period 
of time to have been really desirous of becoming a party of the General 
Defensive Alliance concluded with His Highness the Nizam It appears to 
have been the Raja’s policy to render his negotiation with the British 
Government subservient to his particular views at the Court of Poona; 
but whatevc*- may be the Raja’s real dispositions and designs, the impor- 
tance of his becommg a party to the alliance, is greatly diminished by the 
2 



2 


altered stale of circumstancd Your million hai alrcad> produced ai inuch 
benefit to tlic mtcrcit of the Compan) ai could rcaionably be expected by 
your lonscr continuance 

I have therefore resolved to withdraw the Residency from Nappm 
You will receive from the Pcnlan Department a letter from me to the 
Raia's oddrcii announcinp vour recall You will accordingly quit Nagpur 
on your return to the Prcsidcncv as toon after your delivery of that letter 
at you may find convenient 

I have great pkaiurc in communicating to you my entire amvrobation 
of your conduct and my icnic of your xcil diligence and ability during the 
whole of your residence at the Court of Berar 

I ihall direct the Resiliency at Poona to make luch provisioni at may 
be neceivary for the conduct of the poUliccI relations of the Rritiih Gov 
cmraenl with the Court of Nagpur and for obtaining intelligence of iti 
vicvvi 


Letter No 3— Colchrookc reports what transpired at his Interview with 
Kaghojl Including the suggestion from the latter of sending an 
agent to the Governor-General 

bncrvi-H COLEBROOKE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 
To-MAROUIS WTl LESLEY GOVERNOR GENERAI 

Nagpur, Mth May ISOl 

• « « • 

2 Bctrik, alfcfldv appnied offthc Rajo t intention 1 waited the con 
clmioi of this discourse and then replied to the close of it only I was 
equally unwilling to express any reliance on hii assurance* or to hint the 
knowledge of their real volqc The Ra^a s true motnes for appointing 
a new Vakeel arc oifwtisfaction with his present agent Bisiambcr Fund t 
aad a wish to prciervc the appearance of negotiation with (he Bntuh 
Government until he has thereby effected hii object* with the Court of 
Poona I thought ii necessary not to encourage the mission of a Vakeel 
appointed on these motives 1/ therefore declined the proposal after n 
corapliment to Bhagajee Pandit and assigned as reasons that It is usual 
previouifj to notifj an intended musion of a public Minister and thot my 
own journey would probably be furnished by Dawk The further conver 
sation at this mtenjcw was conBned to reciprocal assurance* of esteem 
an \ regard 

3 The Ran ha* appointed this evening for my final audience and 
toraorro.% for th- return of the vi»it in my own tents I shall have the 
honour to submit for jour Lordships sanction an account of the presents 
which will be randt to the Raja and his family on this occasion. TTie 
account will be laid before your Lordship by the Persian Tranilator 


Letter No 4 —Colebrooke report* -what transpired at the last visit of 
the confidential agent of Vyankojl when he had left Nagpnr 

From— H GOLEBROOKE RESIDENT ATi NAGPUR^ 
To-MAROUIS WEILESI^Y GOVERNOR GENERAI 

Camp flf Dongertal 22nd May 1801 
Vjttcaje^s confidential agent made his last visit to me at my tent* after 
1 had marched one itageutrom Nagpur In a long conversation he added 
litUc to hJi forme communication* However he affirmed m direct ierms 
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thAt Raja'Raghojee^'BhonsIa does intend to'meet the Peshwa at the general 
convention of Mahratta Chiefs on the banks of the Godavery ‘It is not 
possible he said to foretell the precise result of deliberations among chief- 
tains, whose views a'-e in some respect incompatible though in others tend- 
ing towards the same objects All harbour designs which are injurious to 
the Company but which are so in various degrees Whether they will adopt 
a consistent plan, seems doubtful, but the British Government should be 
on its guard, and Vmcaj'ee is solicitous to merit its favour by rendering 
important services to the Company at this juncture 

2. 1 again endeavoured to hint a communication of facts and details and 
at length said, that however readily I might give credit to his opinions and 
assertions, and confidently draw inferences from hints delivered in meta- 
phor and parable, yet my conviction would avail nothing It was necessary 
that I should be furnished with evidence and means of proof to convince 
my superiors 

3 He replied, that proof would appear within a few months, and evi- 
dence would arise of its own accord It is only when the exigency should be 
apparent, that Vmcajee can expect his services to be accepted or his wishes 
to be complied wth In the meantime, and to pave the way for concert 
when necessary, he is desirous of opening a friendly correspondence with 
your Lordship, in which nothing will be for the present introduced, but 
'customaiy phrases of compliment 

4. It IS probable that Vincajee’s agent and perhaps himself also, are 
unable to furnish more positive and detailed information than that which 
has been received from them Finding it impossible to extort more <ex 
plicit intelligence, 1 ceased to urge it, but gave encouragement to the ageiit 
to hope that a mere complimentary letter, from Vincajee to your Lordship 
were to be honoured with a complimentary answer 

5 'Though I have not succeeded in obtaining through this channel, full 
.information as with reasons might be expected, yet. I hope'to be honoured 
with^our Lordship’s approbation of my conduct in the delicate situation, 
m -^hich I have been placed by these private messages sent by Viincajee 
At the close of this I leave him disposed to ayail himsfelf of encouragement, 
-which you^ Lordship may find it expedient to give yet I have neither 
flattered his hopes, nor excited his expectations, on the contrary sufficient 
-demonstrations have been given him of an aversion from intrigue 

Letter No. 5 — Arthur Wellesley writes That he has .appointed 'Elphinslone 
-as Resident, at Nagpur, pending’ the arrival of Mr Webbe, Mr. 
"Elphinstone is desired to meet the Bhonsla and induce him to have 
: confidence m the good faith and fnendship of the British He is 
required fuither to report the details of the army and military 
organisation of the Bhonsla, and to establish postal communications 
between Nagpur, Cuttack, Hyderabad and Amraoti. 

F^om— ARTHUR' WELLESLEY, 

To— M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

24th December 1803 

'Peace having been concluded- wrth the Raja of Berar, I have appointed 
you to go to the Camp of that' Chief and act as Resident till the arrival of 
“Mr Webbe 

You will .accordingly commence your march as soon as -will, be con- 
venient to you attended by the troops appointed m this day’s orders at 
your escort. 
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A principal object ot )our attention on your amval in the Camp of 
the Raja of Jkiar should be to endeavour to eonvince him of the sincere 
desire of the Bnlish Government to consolidate the peace You will omit 
no opportunity of assuring him that the British Goicrnmcnt is desirous 
that he ihouln continue a rccpcctabic po^scr m India, and that ii he 
ihould /ulfil the articles of the peace and perform the rommon 
duti 8 of friendship the British Government vsjll never break with him 

If he should make any propositions such as you hove heard hii Vakeels 
make in the conferences during the ncfioliations to drau more closely the 
alliance between the t^^o Governments vou will encourage him to speak 
plainly upon that subject Inform him that it is probable His Cxrclicncy 
the Governor General will be inclined to attend to his wishes provided vou 
qrc cmblcd to state them to him distinctl> at the same time apprize him 
tliat all Governments must consider their own interests in such a ease and 
unless bound b> previous engagements it might be possible that to give 
him assistance in me moment of danger might be inconsistent with those 
of the British Government 

On this ground you will urge to the Raja the necessity of providing by 
previous engagements for the support and assistance of the British Govern 
raent and of his »1ating hii wishes upon this point in the most distinct 
manner 


Another object which I recommend to your attention is to see tha 
the articles of the peace ore earned into execution 

It 18 not impossible but that the Aumildars and Sirdar* in the Province 
of Berar will be unwilling to withdraw and that the person appointed to 
take charge of it will complain to you of their delays, and of the irrcgulan 
tie* of then- troops and of those of the Raja upon the border* In every 
such case you will remonstrate in the strongest manner in the name of the 
Bntish Government 

You will require the Raja to give into your hands written order* 
addressed to the persons complained of and messenger* of his to carry 
them dnd yru will apprize him of my determination to faciliate m the 
manner which I may think most efficacious any Injury done to the tern 
tones ceded by the treaty 

I think there is every reason to believe that the Raja is sincere m his 
desire for peace with the British Government and that he will adhere o 
hi8 trcaiv even if the war should continue with Smdia But his treachery 
II notonojs and the cacrificcs which he has made are very great and he 
might be induced to renew the war in the hopes to regain part of what he 
has lost Fo this reason it it ncccssarr that vou should do everything in 
you- power to be accurately informed of all that panes in hii durbar parti 
cularly with the Fmiuane* of Smdia and Holkar and the Southern Chieh 
Endeavour t-v obtain an accurate account of the numbers and desenp- 
iion and dispMilion of the Raja i Armies discover the movements of each 
corps and endeavour to trace the cause* of them and if you should find 
the movements of the troops to corretpond with the intelligence yon may 
recci7e of the ntngues carrying on m the'^urbar with the Emissaries of 
bindia and Holkar you must remonstrate without loss of tune and point 
out to the the certain loss of his Government which must be the 
consequence of cnewal of the war 


An accurate knowledge of the number* description and disposition 
of the troops will enable you to judge not only of the truth of any report 
you may receive of the existent of mtngues between Raghojee Bhonsh 
and oindia and Hollar and of Raghojee s intention to renew the war but 
abo oj the fact whether he does or does not impede the Sabah Officer m 
the settlement of the countries ceded by the treaty of peace 
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It is very desirable also that you should endeavour to ascertain the 
extent of the Raja’s resources, the amount of his revenue, from what 
source it is derived and how collected, and the nature of his tenure of the 
different portiojis of territory -still remaining in his possession It is 
obvious, however, that much information upon these last mentioned ex- 
tensive and intricate subjects cannot be acquired for a great length of time 
and indeed it does not appear to be an object of such consequence at this 
moment as to obtain information regarding the communication with 
Sindia and Holkar, and of the strength and position of the troops 

In regard to the mode of acquiring this intelligence, I have but little 
to say You must employ those which your own experience and discretion 
will suggest and as I know that no intelligence can be gained without ex- 
pense, 1 beg you to incur such as you may think absolutely necessary to 
obtain that which is required I beg leave also to recommend to you as 
much as possible, a constant personal intercourse with the ministers of 
Raghojee Bhonsla’s durbar, instead of communicating by means of any 
native servants The establishments of this mode of communicating at 
any early period if it does not immediately lay open to your sources of in- 
formation which would othervNuse be wanted wjll at least give the Govern- 
ment the advantage of them hereafter 

It is vain to hope that any native in the situation. of a- minister at a 
durbar will ever trust another in the situation of a servant to the British 
Resident, and it is equally tO to hope that the British Resident will ever 
be able to gam any useful intelligence from the ministers at any durbar, 
if his intercourse with them is to be a mattei of state or parade, or any- 
thing but a daily occurrence for the transaction of the daily business 

I, therefore, most earnestly recommend it to you to establish this inter- 
course with the Durbar of Raghojee Bhonsla, without loss of time, as a 
measure from which may be derived immediately all the information which 
can be required and at all events from which the best consequences may be 
expected hereafter 

I request you to make me acquainted with all that occurs and you will 
make your reports regularly to His Excellency the Governor-General 

It IS desiiable that if possible you should establish a Dak from Nagpur 
to Cuttack and another from Nagpur to Hyderabad The latter will not 
be a matter of much difficulty as the road for the greatest part runs through 
the territories of the Soubah of the Deccan You will press these points 
upon the Raja’s ministers and urge them particularly as being the conse- 
quence of the 9th article of the treaty of peace, but if they should refuse to 
allow of these establishments or should secretly defeat their objects which 
is not impossible, you might run a Dak from Hyderabad to Amraoti, or any 
other principal place nearer Nagpur on the frontier and communicate with 
such place by means of daily Cossids 

In pressing this point and indeed every other detailed in this letter on 
the Raja’s ministers, it is scarcely necessary that I should urge you to adopt 
the most conciliatory language and manners Those qualifications which 
have induced me to send you upon this important mission and to recom- 
- mend you to His Excellency the Governor-General, give me full confidence 
that everything in your power will be done to conciliate the Raja to the 
British Government and to diminish the acuteness of his feelings upon the 
occasion of his late misfortunes and losses by the war 

Enclosed you have Persian, Marhatta and English copies of the treaty 
of peace As soon ss it can be copied I will send you a copy of the memo- 
randum of the conference with Jeshwant Rao Ramchander 
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Letter No 6 — Russell conNOS personal rcfiret*; on the death of Com\val!ls 
and of Lt -Colonel Kirkpatrick the late Resident at H\‘dcrabad 
From-HENRY RUSSl 1 L ACTING RESIDENT AT HYDER 


ABAD 

To-SIR G H BARI OW BART GOVERNOR GENERAL 

Hyderabad 3rd November 1805 
On the 31it ultimo the omictinc intelligence of the dcccnie of the 
MacquiB Comwnllii. arn\cd at Hyde ahad I immediately announced it 
to Meet Allura ana received from lum i communication CTprc^aivc of the 
lentiracnts of sorrow and regret with which that mchncholv c%cnt had 
impressed Hii Highness the Sowhilianr liim<elf Hi* Hignnet* deeply 
lamented the lofs of n great and Mrtuons public chancier and directed that 
every tribute of respect might be paid to his rc\crcd memory Minute gun* 
were fired from the walls the city and ’the form* nrcscribcd by the order* 
of the Government were obser\ed both at the Residency and In the Britnh 


2 In a few hour* after thojc melancholy ccrcmonic* had been con 
eluded it became necessary to renew them on an occaiion where the scnti 
menti of public regret were aggragated by the pains of domestic affliction 
The intimation of the decease of I icut Colonel Kirkpatrick the late 
Resident at Hyderabad wai received b\ His Highness the SoubahfJilr with 
expreision of the most poignant grief and difluscd on universal gloom over 
every indiNidual at the Durbar 


Letter No 7 —The yvriter reports that he mrlvcd at Hy^erahi^d on the 
3rd January and took charge as the Resident from Mr Russell 
From-T SYDENHAM RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD 
To— THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 

Hyderabad Aik Jonliarj 18u6 

1 have the honour to report to you that I arrived at Hyderabad yciter 
day evening and that I haNc receded the charge of thii Residency from 
Mr RuMelT I wa* met on the road and escorted to the Residency by a 
party of the Nizam g Horse and immedratc/y after my amval I addressed 
the ufual note to the minuter announcing to him that circumitancc and 
rec^uestmg that it might me communicated to Hu Highness the Soubahdar 
Thu morning I received the reply of the minuter written m the customary 
terms of congratulation and compliment 

2 I have thu moment received a second note from the ramutcr 
adquarntm^ me that Hu Highness the Soubahdar had fixed upon tomorrow 
for my being introduced to him and I shall then present to Hu Highnes* 
the credentlflli of my appointment and the several letters to Hu Highness 
and the minuter which I have received from Mr Russell 

Letter No 8 — LL Lloyd reports that he Is shortly to march from Barrack 
pore to Nagpur In command of the Escort meant for the Resident there 
From— Lt WILLIAM LLOYD COMMANDING NAGPUR 
ESCORT FORT WII HAM 

To-TTO HONBLE M H FIPHINSTONE BRUTISH RESI 
DENT AT NAGpUR ^ 

Fori Wtiflam 9th January 1806 
It IS with much pleasure I now do m^elf the honbur of informing you 
that 10 the raursc of eight or ten day* I expect to commence my march 
^m Barrackpore to Nagpur in command of the Escort intended for the 
Resident at the Court of the Rajah of Bcrai* The Escort u to coniut of 
^o complete companie* of sepoy* volunteer* from the different Native 
Corp* at the Presidency itation 
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1 will in a day or two do myself the honour of transmitting to you 
extracts of the General Orders, that have lately been issued relative to the 
Escort 

The Route the Detachment will march is the same as the one I had the 
pleasure of forwarding to you some time ago, that is by Hazaribagh and 
Sambalpore 

Letter No 9 — ^The letter intimates the outbi eak of a mutiny of some of 
the Native troops at Vellore, on the morning of 10th July 1806. 

From— N B EDMONSTONE, SECRETARY TO GOVERN- 
MENT, FORT WILLIAM, 

To— M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Foit William, 27th July 1806 

1 am directed to transmit to vou the endosed copy of a dispatch from 
the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General in Council, Fort St George, 
communicating the circumstances of a mutiny of some of the native 
troops in Garrison at Vellore which occurred on the morning of the 10th 
instant 

2 The object of communicating to you this information is to enable 
you to counteract any reports which may prevail inconsistent with the real 
facts of this unfortunate event 

You will infer from the enclosed documents that the disturbance has 
been merely local and that is ceased with the recapture of the fort and the 
destruction of the insurgents 

Letter No 10. — ^The letter conveys the issue of certificates m favour of « 
Ramchandra Madho Rao and Tanardan Lachman for remission of 
duties on pilgrims when they visit Allahabad, Benares and Gava 
Incidentally it shows that there were duties on pilgrims to holy 
places. Janardan Lachman was a brother of Bhonsla’s Minister 
Shridhar Pandit 

From— J MONCKTON, PERSIAN SECRETARY TO GOVERN- 
MENT, 

To— M ELPHINSTONE. RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort William, 14th October 1806 

1 am directed to transmit to you the enclosed letter's from the Hon’ble 
the Governor-General to His Highness the Raja of Nagpore and His 
Highness’s Minister Sreedhar Pundit, in replv to those which were trans- 
mitted in your dispatch addressed to the Secretary to Government in the 
Secret Department, under date, the 16th ultimo 

2 Copies of the Governor-General’s letter to the Raja and his 
Miinister in the English and Persian languages, accompany for your in- 
formation 

3 I am further directed to transmit to you, for the purpose of being 
delivered to Ramchander Madhoo Rao and Janardan Lachman, the certi- 
ficate of thp duties on pilgrims at Gaya, and Allahabad, having been re- 
mitted m favour of them and their followers by order of the Governor- 
General in Council, together with duplicates of the letters which have been 
addressed to the different authorities at Gaya, Allahabad and Benares, 
directing them to manifest towards Ramchander and Janardan every 
degree of civility, respect, and attention, during their continuance at those 
stations, and to afford them every facilitj’^ in their progress through the 
extent of their respective jurisdictions 
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4 It II proper to obicr\c that the name of Bcnarci I* not included In 
the certificate bccaufc no dutiM arc exacted from pllfirlmi rciorling to 
that city You will nccordingl) be picaicd to explain thii circumstance to 
the partie* jjroccedlng on that pllRrlmogc 

Enclosure to the letter 

To-HIS HIGHNESS THE RAJA OF NAGPUR 

14//i October 1806. 

1 ha\c had the honour to receive >our Highnass letter announcing 
the intention of Ramchandcr hOadhoo Kao and Janardan I^achmaOj brother 
to your Hiphnctti Minuter Shreedhar Pundit to perform a pilgrimacc to 
Allahabad Ga>a and Bemre* and rcqiicating a remission of the uiujI duties 
on pilenmi resorting to tho?c phcci in fa\D\jr of those pcrvorii and 
2 000 iollo\vcn (Vide letter received 10th October) I have great 
plcaiurc In avniimfi m^clf of every opportunity of manifesting m> regard 
tor >our Highness and ol m> disposition to promote >our wishes 

I have therefore directed the prescribed certificate exempting pll 
gruns resorting to Ga>a and Allahabad from the pa>mcnt of duties to be 
prepared in favour of Ramchandcr Madhoo Ran and Jamrdan I^achman 
and thgir followers to the extent of 2 000 penont and the Resident at your 
Highnesi I Court will deliver that certificate to vour Hlghncrs s Officen 
for the purpose of being presented by them to the Collectors of Gaya and 
Allahabad 

The necessary orden have also been issued to the proper officers at 
Gaya Allahabad and Benares directing them to manifest towards Ram 
• chander Madhoo Rao and Janardan 1-achtnan cverr office of civility ret 
pect, and attention tultable to their rank and character and to the (rlcnd- 
ihip subsisting between the two states 

la compliance with vour Highness 8 request duplicates of the orden 
which have been issued on this subject have been transmitted to 
Mr Elpfiinstonc for the purpose of being delivered into the hands of 
Ramchander Madhoo Rao and Jamrdan Eachrmn I trust that the 
measure* which I have adopted for the accommodation of your Highness s 
Officen on their projected pilgrimage will afiord your Highness satisfaclioa. 


Letter No 11 — ^The letter reports the death of Shah Allum, on the 19th 
November and the succession of hJs eldest son 

From-N B EDMONSTONE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT 

To-M FLPHINSTONT RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

^ Fort IVfniQm Stfi December 1806 

1 ara du-ected to iriform you that intelligence hni been received of the 
melancholy event of the decease of Hw Majesty Shah Allum on the 19th 
ultimo Government hat thought proper to manifest its respect for the 
m^ory of hii doieaicd Majesty by directing minute guns to the number of 
ei^ty being the number of the^yenr* of his late Majesty to be fired 
mom the ^mparts of Fort William’* and at all the stations of the Army 
You wijl be pleased to communicate to his Highness the intelligence of 
this event and to inform him that hU Royal Highness the Prince Mirza 
AJebar Shah the eldest son of his late Mhiesty and nominated by hii Majesty 
to be hii heir and successor has ascended the throne of Delhi and aisumed 
the title of Akbar Ssunee 



RAGHOjrS ADMINISTRATION 

Letter No. 1.— It is an important letter. Colebrooke briefly alludes to the 
men of influence with Raghoji II, the strength and composition of 
his Army and extent and levenues of his dominions 

From— H COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To— THE RIGHT HON’BLE EARL OF MORNINGTON, 
GOVERNOR-GENFRAL 


Nagpw, the 14th Apnl 1799 

I had yesteidav the honour to deliver your Lordship’s letter to the 
Raja of Berar which I had received the preceding evening He 
expressed in strong terms the great pleasure he derived from the 
inti^lligence of so brilliant an advantage gamed over the flower of Tippoo’s 
Army and added his acknowledgement for your Lordship’s friendly atten^ 
tion in communicating such pleasing intelligence 

Since my last addresses, dated 26th ultimo, nothing further has passed 
lelative to the negotiations opened in the mannei, I have the honour to 
report to your Lordship During the last ten davs the Ra]a has observed 
a N^ery austere fast and been continually engaged in devotion on account 
of the Nauratra anniversary and has been therefore indisposed to give 
attention to business however important This may be the reason of his 
not having yet proposed another private conference and I have refrained 
from asking one not thinking prudent to show too much eagerness more 
especially as I have been credibly informed that the Raja expects answers 
to letters he had written to the Courts of Poona and Hyderabad consulting 
them on the pait he should act in the present posture of affairs 

I have employed the interval in the further piosecution of enquiries on 
the several points which your Lordship has commanded me to ascertain 
and report Though not prepared to lay before you full information on 
those subjects, I beg leave to submit the result of my enquiries So far as 
they have been yet successful 

Ragoj’ee Bhonsla though not averse from pleasure and dissipation is 
attentive to^ business He docs not entrust any of his ministers with the 
chief direction, but reserves it in Pis own hands, consulting however with 
his three Principal Ofiicers on all malters whether trivial or important 
He IS chiefly but not exclusively swayed bv the advice of Cooshaba 
Chitnavis, the Moonshee Shreedhar Pundit is also listened to and acts in 
conneert with Cooshaba but the Bukshee Bhowannee Pundit has little 
influence being rather feared than liked by the Raja and being supported 
only by his interest with the Raja’s mother 

Though Raghoj’ee’s Government be strict and in some instances severe 
his temper is mild and manners popular, his abilities are more solid than 
brilliant and he appears to be possessed of great prudence, but not without 
some ambition It is understood to be his wish to acquire greater weight 
on the Maiatha Empire than he now enjoys, but he has not the active turn 
which would lead him to seek it with perseverance, by deep intrigues or 
hazardous measures He is I believe sincerely attached to the English 
Government and disposed to adopt such a line of conduct and such 
measures as may be recommended to him by the Nizam and Nana, 
whether m regard to the affairs of Poonah or to those m which the British 
interests are still m.ore intimately concerned , This alliance is I think 
attainable and may be rendered useful He has attended more than his 
predecessors to his Military Establishment and especially to the forming 
3 
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oi a Bod) oC Infantrj coniistm^ of Iwo Britiadct of Scpoji armed and dU 
ciplmcd on the rurop<nn model and attended b> a train of irtlllcry ciit 
in hl» foundne* Amonp the oflicen there are 6 or 7 Curopcan 
moitly Ln^lithmcn of low origm, who command corpt of four or five 
hundred men each One of those Brijjadci i* now empIo>cd In completing 
the reduction of Gurrah Munani the other in cliastitmft a rcfactory 
Chief on the frontier of Berar proper His Ca\ilr) coniiite of about 
20 000 Maliratta Hone with 4 OCO Pattani and 1 000 Arabs The Raja* 
whole LilablUhmcnt of Hone and Foot i* stated at more than 50000 men 
He could probibl) brinjl 30 000 into the field 

Hii resource* consist In the Treasure which ha* been accumulated by 
himself and his predecessor* and In the revenue he draws from his 
Dominions 

Tlic first he occasionallj was (draws?) when his current resources arc 
deficient for ius revenue is ecarccl> equal to his present expenditure 

A creat part oi his extensive Dominions consists In a mountainous 
tract of country almost desolate and unproductive The Nizam partia 
nates in the Revenues of Berar proper and the descendant of the ancient 
Raja hat a fourth part of the Revenue of Gondwana Half of the Chultls 
Ghur It the appanage of Ragliolcc s brother and other dominions arc 
allotted to his own son and (o his female relatives Advertmj: to these 
and other arcunutanccs I think hi* Revenue which It expected to amount 
to two and half crorc of rupees doc* not In reality muen exceed the half 
of that sum It is however sufficient to maintain a respectable Military 
force which may render the Rajas alliance desirable and his services 
uicfij against any present or future enemies of the British Government 


Letter No 2 — Colebrooke sends more accurate Information on the sub- 
ject of the Raja of Berar & strength and resources The Infer 
matlon convc\*ed to the Governor General on the eve of the 
outbreak of the second Maralha war must have been very useful 

From— H COLEBROOKE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 
To— THE GOVERNOR GENERAL FORT WILLIAM 

Nagpur the 9th August 179^ 

Havmg now obtained more accurate information than I had been able 
to procure when I had the honour to address your Lordship on the sub- 
ject of the Raja of Berar* strength and resources I beg leave to correct 
the information then submitted to your Lordship and tnall again resume 
the subject when I have succeeded in procuring authentic return* of hi* 
force* and genuine accounts of bi* revenue* From the nature of the 
Government I have found It necessary to observe dclicacj and precaution 
in these researches lest the Raja who is punctually informed of every 
thing done bv me should entertain a jcalousv oi ray enquiries but I have 
at present reason to expect very authentic information through channel* 
which will rcmaiD unsuspected 

2 The persons from whom I first received intelligence respecting the 
Military establishment of Berar stated it to me at ft* full complement 
without B sufficient deduction for the deficiencies of the several corps which 
compos© the Raja s Army Some time ago he raised two brigades the 
complement of which was fixed At two thousand men each Including 
regular hor*^ and it was intended (o augment their strength to 12 000 men 
But neither Brigade has been ever completed nor have they been regularly 
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recruited Being ill paid, many of the soldiers have deserted or taken 
their discharge, and the brigades are, from this and other causes, 
much reduced I consider their strength as overrated at 15,000 men, and 
I have some grounds for thinking that the aggregate force of both corps 
falls two or three thousand short of that number The troops are^ very- 
imperfectly disciplined, and the artillery attached to the Brigades, is far 
from being well appointed The only conspicuous trial of them, hitherto 
made was at the seige of Hussmgabad and so little progress was then made 
by the beseigers, that the place, though strong neither by nature nor by 
art, would not have been taken, had it not been voluntarily surrenderea by 
the garrison, who found themselves abandoned by the Chieftain of Bhopal 

3 Besides these Brigades, the Raja of Berar has several Corps, which 
constitute what might be termed his household troops, namely, a body of 
Arabs, another of Pathans, one of foot soldiers armed with carbines, a 
few companies of sepoys clothed as well as armed, after the European 
model, and several corps of Mahratta horse serving as guards The estab- 
lishment of infantry under one of the commanders was originally fixed at 
4,000 men The remaining corps of infantry never equalled that number 
All are now much reduced through desertions occasioned by disgust at the 
want of punctuality m the payment of their allowances 

4 The Mahratta horse I am credibly informed, docs not now exceed 
ten thousand Upon intelligence first obtained here, T stated a greater 
number, but I now find, that the estimate included troops which are 
employed in the local duties of remote districts, and which cannot be 
counted in the effective strength of the Raja’s Army 

5 On reviewing the whole of the, information, which I at present 
possess, there appears sufficient ground for thinking, that the Raja might 
bring into the field the number of troops mentioned in the letter 1 had the 
honour to address your Lordship on the 14th April last, but the utmost 
strength of his present army does not exceed that force The troops, 
which compose it, are neither well appointed nor properly disciplined, and 
the infantry,^ especially, is far inferior to the regular corps in the service 
of other native princes, who have engaged European Officers to discipline 
their forces 

6 With my former statement of the amount of the Raja’s revenue, 

I remarked that the information, I had then received, was much exagge- 
rated^ I am now fully confirmed in that opinion and the most correct 
intelligence which I have yet obtained leads me to believe that the Raja 
does not annually realize one crore of rupees His treasure deposited in 
the fort of Gawil, would be the resource for any unusual exigency and 
having already recurred to it on two occasions, he would probably do so 
again upon emergency I have not made it an object of particular enquiry, 
but its reputed amount is three crores of rupees , and this does not appear 
an exaggerated estimate when the frugality of his predecessors is remem- 
bered 

7 I have already had the honour to mention to your Lordship that 
the troops m the Raja’s service are ill paid, the same want of punctuality 
pervades every department of expenditure It is attended with some degree 
of meanness in the Raja’s dealings with those, who have demands on his 
treasury and the instances of such meanness, which have come to my 
knowledge,^ are so numerous, that I cannot but attribute it^ prevalency as 
much to his own temper, as to the disorder, in which his finances are 
seemingly myolved. With the habit of administering his own affairs anc 
attending to the^ detail of trivial matters as well as important business he 
coidd not shut his eyes to any real disorder in his finances and it is difficult 
to believe he would deliberately frame a scale of expenditure surpassing his 
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rcsourccf vvhllc no ktatc cxif!cnc> cilli for cxfraortltnnn efforts Opposing 
tins rtflexton to llu nprearnnee of pccun>ar> Aant I still doubt whether 
Im rc\cnucs be rcalK inidcciuiU to hi< standinc expenses (sic) and I beff 
icaxc to postpone offtrmg a decided opinion on iluv point until I hove seen 
the treniiinc accounts which 1 liopc to procure 

8 The rumour of an intended Msit to Poom Is still xerx current 
amonc the Uaja s oun senants ind the prcpirations which arc here made 
apparcnll) for a iournev tend to support Its crcdibilit> But the mniitcrt 
continue to dcn\ that an> such Intention is rcall> entertained M> Moonihj 
has gathered from their conxcrsalton that intelligence has been rcccocd 
from Poona relative to projects there npitalcd for Invadinp the Nizams 
Dominions immcdntclj after the close of the nin> season and I learn 
ihrouph the same channel that Rapojee Bhontla entertains serious appre- 
hensions of likewise becoming the obiccl of Scindia s ambitious views 
Last >car whilst Nqnn was improonca Rachoojee Bhonsla dropped (he 
expression, that Sctndiab was mistaken if no tunpofcd Nona bad no 
defenders lor lie (Uaclioojcc) would approve himn.lf tlic true fnend ol that 
Minister This expression wa^ reported to Dowht Rao and is suppoced to 
hove CO operated with oiber circumstances to embitter the mutual jealous) 
which prcviQuslv existed between Sindia and the Bhonsla I have not >tt 
learnt what funner and immediate firounds the Raja has for his present 
spprchcnsions 

^ On revertinff to the cop> of the c>phercd dispatch which I bnd the 
honour to address to >our I ordsliip under date 25th June I observe the 
error of a name which I now befi leave to correct Sridhar Pundit s father 
was there mentioned b> the name of Kishen Row instead of Lachman 
Pundit The error arose from an Inadvertency m the cjphcrmC of that 
dispatch for which I bee leave to apologize 


Letter No 3 —In this letter Colcbrookc reports the arrival of a VaVed 
from Nana Fadnavis and the altitude of Rachoji towards him He 
aUo reports that the troops of Holkar had Invaded Bhonsla s terri 
tories near Hoshangabad 

From— H COLEBROOKE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To-THE RIGHT HON BLE EARL OF MORNINGTON 
GOVERNOR GENERAL 

Naspur iho 2Aih September 1799 

A fortniflht ago I learnt thot a Vakeel had arrived at this place from 
roona As he was not received with much distinction and as the same 
person Naram Rao had been alread) at this Court ns the confidential Agent 
of Nana I did not pay particular attention to the circumstance until f 
round that his mission was thought important and that (he rumour of an 
intended journey to Poona was revived in cometiuence of iui nmva] I 
have Since endeavoured to ascertain the object of hit mission The infor 
mation at first received from different persopt, was so very contradictorv 
it was upfit to be submitted to your Lordship and I therefore post 
poucu reporting the Vakeel s arrival until I could add some probable 
iniormation of the objects for which he came At present almost all mv 
rmormants concur in stating that his errand ii to invite Raja Raghoojee 
Bhoniia to visit Poona and assist Maharatta Empire Whether this be 
accurate ^ certainly known but whatever be the message really 

biought by the Vakeel it is supposed to contain something extremely im- 
portant to the Raja This is inferred from hit having lately held very 
^quent consultations with hi* ministers which are prolonged to a very 
letc hour of the night 
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2 I have not thought it expedient to make a direct enquiry from the 
Ra]a’& ministers, lest it should seem to indicate a jealousy of the Raja’s 
connections with Poona, but I directed my Moonshee to enquire indirectly 
from Sndhar Pundit From his answer I learn that Narain Rao is come m 
no other than his former capacity of Agent on the part of Nana I infer 
from the single fact that the various rumours, occasioned by his coming, 
are unfounded and that more importance has been gttaclied’ to it than 
really belongs to his mission 

^3 For several months past a Vakeel from Hyderabad also has attend- 
ed this court 1 did not think his arrival of sufficient importance to be 
separately reported to your Lordship, because I was credibly informed, 
that although he was invested with a public character on the part of the 
Nizam’s minister Azim-Ul-Omra, he had no public functions to discharge, 
and that the object of his journey related solely to matters in which he is 
himself individually interested, namely to landed property which he holds 
in the Raja’s dominions Azim-Ul-Omra seems to have conferred a 
public character on him merely (o give him consequence at this place and 
thereby promote the private business for which he came, and the Raja 
appears to have indulged his own vanity in receiving him as a Vakeel from 
the Court of Hyderabad and m detaining him so long although Madho Rao 
(that is his name) has “ever since the commencement of the rainy season 
urgently solicited his audience of leave 

4^ Intelligence has been verv lately received that the troops of Holkar 
(Jeswant Rao Holkar must be the Chieftain meant) have invaded Raja 
Raghoojee Bhonsla’s dominions in the neighbourhood of Hoshangabad 
They have driven in many of his Tannahs, and plundered the open country 
In consequence of this intelligence the Raja has ordered a considerable 
body of troops to proceed to the frontiers bordering on the Handia and 
Bhopaltal 

5 He has also sent a smaller detachment of troops towards Cuttack 
It IS no doubt intended as a reinforcement to the escort which accompanied 
his mother and brother on a pilgi image to the temple of Jagannath and the 
motive for reinforcing their escort may probably be the disputes in which 
they have been involved at Jagannath and on their way thither The most 
recent instance being also the most conspicuous, I beg leave to subjoin a 
brief account of it In consequence of an affray between some of their 
attendants and a few sepoys belonging to the corps stationed in the province 
of Cuttack and commanded by Kishnmuiaj, they have proceeded with great 
rigour against that officer After a short and feeble opposition he has 
been compelled to fly to a place of concealment at or near Narsinghpur 
whence he has appealed to Raja Raghoojee Bhonsla’s protection against the 
vindictive seventy of' the Raja’s mother and brother In the meantime 
they have ordered all his property (which is very considerable! to be con- 
fiscated The Raja has, however answered his application with assurances 
of personal safety and with encouragement to emerge from his place of 
concealment, but I have not yet learnt whether the forfeiture will be 
remitted, nor whether this officer will be reinstated m the command of the 
troops posted m Cuttack 

6 The Raja has not, since the date of my last address to your Lord- 

ship, again touched upon the subject of the suspended negotiation It is 
possible, that intelligence lately received from Poona mav made some 
change in his sentiments , but without more grounds than I at present have, 
I cannot presume to offer to your Lordship’s consideration my opinion 
on this subject : 
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Letter No 4 —This Is an Important letter cotalnlnrt Information about 
the affairs of niionsla s Government, army resources etc 

1'rom-H COirUROOM UnSinrNT AT NAGPUR 
To-THH GOVERNOR GCNFRAI , TORT WII I lAM 

iVffCf'ur lit October 179*/ 

1 had the honour to acquaint >our I ordihip in m\ lait addrcii. that 
the Raja of Berar ha» icnt forces to protect his lerTitoric* from the depre 
dations of Uolkir i troopi I xuppoted ^ eshuant Rno Ilolkpr to be meant 
because llwi chicftiin ha? pos^cinqnfc near Moshineahad and liecnuic he 
latclj permitted hit pcuplt to plunder in tlic ncijihbourhood of Ujjam 
Howcicr I now learn tint the penon* who Iia\c made incurilons In the 
Kaja of Berar s tcrntorici bclonc to Carcc Rno llolknr who ii lumicif at 
Poona and ib not BUppofcd to ha\c in an) manner authonred their present 
proceeding* 

2 Tlic detachment which ha* morel ed from thi* place docs not much 
exceed two thousand infantr> It I* accompanied b> a »mali tram ol 
artillcrj and will reinforce a more conuderahlc bod> of troop* already *ta 
tioned at Gurrah Mandia Some further imnqpmcnf* have been made 
b\ the Roja of Berar to put other part* of hi* wcitcrn frontier in a posture 
of defence The detail of thc*e arrangements and the Raja » particular 
motiNo for now making them have not >ct come to my knowledge 
Rumour* do indeed prevail for hostihlic* impending in other quarter* 
betide* Hoihangabad nut what 1 have vet heard upon thi* subject doc* not 
appear to me entitled to any credit 

3 The Raja* Moonslicc Shrldhar ha* of hi* own accord conimuni 
cated to me the obicct of Naram Rao * million to this Durbar He say* 
that, the habit of mutually communicating oil matter* of importance being 
c*taoIi»hcd between thi* Court and that of Poona it ha* been thought 
piopcr to make the Raja of Rcrar acquainted with oil the particular* of the 
late arrangement* between Sindia and the Rye* Naram Rao hat accord 
Ingly brought for hi* pcru»al document* containing the term* upon which 
an accommodation hai been effected with other* explanatory of the Iran 
*action* which led to tbc prcicnt adluitmcnt Although thi* communloj 
tion has been made volunlanly and with every appearance of candour 
I do not think if improbable that the chief object of Naram Rao s million 
may be different 

4 During the lait month and cspccialU «mcc troop* have been m 
motion to proceed toward* the frontier I hn\c had better opportunltie* 
than before of forming an oomion of the Military *trcngth of this Govern 
ment That part of the Raja of Rernr * infantry which li ormed with 
musket* though constituting in the Raja i own opinion his chief itrcngth 
does m reality add little to hi* Military power The lepo}* arc so very 
imperfectly diiciplined that they cannot be »uid to have learnt the uic of 
firc-arni* and they arc wholly ignorant of manoeuvre* The corp* of dii 
mounted carabineer* were if even numerous and disciplined would be 
insignificant because their arm* which arc more properly blunderbuiies 
than Carabine* ore ill suited for a body of Infantry Concerning the corpi 
of Arab* and of Patlian* it it sufficient to lay that they are armed and 
accoutred m the oriental manner and ore not accustomed to a discipline 
^hi^ can fit them for acting with effect In the field The Artillery ii 
fas I have already had the honour to inform your Lordehip) ill appointed 
The gun* do indeed appear to be well cast and good cattle i* allotted to 
the ordnance department but the i^n-carrlagc* are ill coottructed and the 
ammunition and tcrvlce of the Artillery have all the defect* common to the 
ordnance of native power* 
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5 The Cavalry is the most efficient part of the Raja’s military estab* 
lishment His Pagga horse, and that furnished by Silahdais or partisans, 
do not seem inferior to the cavalry entertained m the same modes by other 
Mahratta chieftains but the Pindara or irregular horse adds more to the 
numbers than to the strength of his Army 

6 On this subject I have received seme information from an intelligent 
officer who lately held a principal command in the Raja’s service He 
reckons the whole Military establishment of Berar at 55,000 men including 
the irregular horse and permanent detachments in Cuttack and m^ other 
remote provinces I deem this information correct and youi Lordship will 
perceive that it docs not differ materially from that which was formerly 
submitted to your consideration 

7 The radical defect of the Raja’s Military establishment appears to 
be the irregular payment of the Army I am now fully convinced that the 
Raja’s own temper, not the want of funds, is the cause of his withholding 
their pay from' the troops The pecuniary resources are more than suffi- 
cient for his expenditure The rental of his possession exclusive of late 
acquisitions, exhibits a gross revenue of 160 lacs of rupees How much it 
will be increased by collections from Gurrah Mandla and other recent 
annexations is not yet accurately known I do not implicitly credit the 
estimates which have been mentioned to me and which state the revenue 
expected from Gurrah Mandla, etc , at forty lacs of rupees But upon the 
review of all the information I have lately obtained, I cannot reckon the 
gross revenue of the Raja of Berar’s territories at an amount much less than 
two crores ^of rupees and after making every necessary deduction, the net 
revenue which is realized by him must be rated higher than was done by 
me when I had before the honoui to address your Lordship upon this 
subject. It cannot be less than 125 lacs from his ancient dominions and 
will probably amount to 150 lacs when the revenue of Gurrah Mandla is 
fully collected 

PS I am this moment confirmed m the conjecture mentioned m the 3rd 
paragraph of this address Sridher has promised a further communication 
on the subject when the further objects of Narain Rao’s mission have been 
discussed He says, they have not been yet opened to the Raja, but has 
given no hint of their nature I shall have the honour to address youP 
Lordship as soon as I obtain more certain information on this point 

Letter No 5 — Colebrooke casually reports there was a mutiny in Raghojee’s 
Army, the Sikhs having besieged his palace for arrears of pay. He 
also intimates that Raghojee’s Ministers including Shridhar Pandit 
were to proceed to Poona at the bidding of the Peshwa. 

From— H COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To— THE MOST NOBLE MARQUIS OF WELLESLEY, K P 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Nagpur, 26'th January 1801 

^ Raja Raghojee Bhonsla yesterday at noon sent fur my Moonshee and 
desired him to deliver a message acquainting me, that Tuesday which is 
tomorrow had been that moment fixed upon for the departure of the 
Ministers deputed to the Court of Poona, when their mission was, before 
in contemplation I was made acquainted with everything relating to it 
by my advice it was then postponed but it had been now resolved upon for 
the transaction of indispensable affairs This information was he said 
cornmunicated to me conformably with the exigency of friendship, and he 
desired my Moonshee to convey to Shridhar in the evening the answer 
1 might give 
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2 I directed the Moonshec to rcp!> Ihol 1 much nicaied when ho 
repeated to me the mention of fricndihip and that 1 waited to be informed 
ol the present moti\ci for now rending tliL Miniitcrs to Poona The 
dch\cr> of m> metjage to bhrldhar ^cftc^da> evening was however pre 
vented by the circumstances of the Raja r palace being heiicgcd by a body 
of bikhfc who have mutinied for their pa) As llit Mutin> n not j’cl 
quelled I shall not probibl) receive an) further communication respecting 
tnis mission and the motive of it before it takes place 

3 To the jnformatlon which is already btforc )onr I ordship imperfect 
as if II I can vet add no further intelligence but the arrival of an agent 
from Poona with an answer so far satufactor) to the Rap ns to havx 
accelerated his sending the Ministers ih.lhcr Your I ordship will remark 
the careless manner in which the measure hai been notified and the “Raja s 
seeming indifference as to the opinion that ma> be entertained of a step 
which he has not >cl explained 

A The Raja of Ikrar has in this instance cvidcntl) taken a resolution 
which IS not to be shaken b> argument ptrliapi not even b) the strongest 
remonstrances 1 could take upon m>'scff to maku without )our I o dshlp s 
special instructions Nor would anv useful purpose be attained by a 
strenuous opposition to tlui measure since the Bhonila could be at no 
loss for other channels of concerting with the Court of Poona agreements 
such as he may have in view 

5 Although the present behaviour of the Raja ol Berar docs not seem 
conformable with Ins supposed disposition to culluoic a oood understand 
ing with the British Government and to rcl) on the protection of the 
Coinpan) in case of need >er it ii not wholly inconsistent with that disposi 
tion at connected with the other views I have been also led to oieribc to 
this Court It ehicfiv proves that the Rata of Berar presume* too much on 
the alaeritv with which he thinks he would be at anv time welcomed as no 
ally bv the British Government I do not find any reason for bchtvmg 
that the Raja of Berar ii willing to enter into vicvrs of the Peshwa and 
Sindia inimical to the Company or its allies and the expediency of the 
meiisurc which I vertured to propose for >our I ordship * consideration m 
the fourth paragraph of despatch dated 21pt instant appears to be still 
further confirmed 

6 Smcc the foregoing part of this nddreu was written the mutiny 
having been quelled Shndhnr has received the answer to the Rajas 
message abovcraentioncd He observed that an urgent requisition having 
been received from the Peshwa brought bj the agent reccntlv arrived from 
Poona the mission of himself and hii colleague is now become unavoidable 
He made professions of the Raja s unalterable friendship for the Company 
and asserted his own reluctance to proceed to Poona could it by any means 
be avoided He added that the Raja will this evening appoint an hour for 
an interview tomorrow 


Letter No 6 — Elphhistone reports his arrival vdthln 3 miles of the 
Bhonsla s pmp and says that he was going to meet Raghojl the 
next (py, /c 31st December He also mentions that tne condf 
tlons In Berar were unsettled and that the Raja s troops had been 
plundering certain places 

^From-M ELPHINSTONK RESIDENT J^T NAGPUR 
To— GENERAL WELLESLEY 

Camp at Barvarra 30ih Decemher 1803 

p. ^ arrived here thii morning and am now within three mile* of tlie Berar 
Gamp 1 wrote Raja on the day before yesterday to »ay that I was coming 
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and that i was anxious to contribute to promote the friendship between 
his Government and our’s and I yesterday received a very civil answer; 
1 have sent a man to settle the time fixed for a visit which I suppose will 
take place tomorrow I shall take an early opportunity of requiring the 
Raja to retire into his own country and to withdraw all his troops At 
present he is on this side of the Wurda His people forage all round the 
place where I am encamped This village has very lately been plundered 
and burnt, and I hear that the Raja’s troops aie now plundering a place in 
the neighbourhood, I was informed at Tewsa where 1 halted yesterday that 
a party of 2,000 or 3,000 horse under M'alloiee Aheer had been (detached 
from the Raja’s Army to Ashtee a place 14 miles off beyond the Wvirda and 
some hircarras whom I sent there agree with the people of the country in 
saying that there is likely to be an action between Mallojee’s party and the 
Nizam’s garrison in Ashtee Mallojee wishes to seize the Pattect (PateH) 
whom the Nizam’s people will not give up I should be happy to know 
your intentions about the Nizam’s country beyond the Wurda in case any 
of his people should complain to me The 4th article of the treaty makes 
the Wardha the boundary, but I think you told Jeshwant Rao Ramchandra 
that you did not mean to give up any of the Nizam’s territory I have not 
yet heard from Raja Maheeput Ram about the post which I understood he 
was to lay from Ellichpore to the borders of the ceded, country I arn very 
happy to hear that you have made such progress in the treaty with Sindia 
I hope it IS signed by this time 


Letter No. 7.— Elphlnstone reports that he met the Bhonsla for 
the first time in his Camp at Dewalgaon. The Bhonsla was very 
kindly and polite at the interview. There are ceitain observations 
about the personal appearance of the Bhonsla who according to 
Elphlnstone was '‘a short, fat and dark man rather mean in his 
appearance ’ 

From— M S ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENl AT NAGPUR, 

To— GENERAL WELLESLEY 

Camp at Dewalgaon, 1st January 1804 

I am just returned from a visit to the Raja On the 30th, when I was 
about two miles from this camp, I sent a moonshee to the Raja to settle 
when and how I was to visit him He talked to him himself and told him 
that he wished me to pitch nearer him after which he sent two chobdars to 
point out a place for me to en<"amp at, next day I moved ground to this 
place which is about two miles from the Raja’s headquarters In the even' 
ing my moonshee went to the Raja at an hour appointed by the Raja him- 
self, he waited for some time being told the Raja was asleep being taken ill. 
He begged leave to^ come away He had scarce returned to me when 
Ramchandra’s relation who was to ha>re accompanied me came from 
on, he said that the Raja wished to see me next day at 11 
and would shov/ me all the usual attention Accordingly at 11 today his 
principal Bukshee Venkat Rao came to my tent with many attendants 
Mr Close and Mr Briggs and I went with him to the Raja’s We were 
received in the most polite and satisfactory manner I gave the letter to 
the Raja and after it was read I assured him m the most earnest manner 
of the desire of every branch of the British Government to maintain and 
consolidate the peace and that as long as he adhered to it, the British 
would never infringe it The Raja on his part expressed himself anxious to 
preserve the ancient friendship between his Government and the Company 
and highly gratified by the removal of all disagreements between the two 
4 
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»{atci He told me that jxt thu was the first visit lie «ou>d jiot talk on 
bOimew but uduld sbnd for mo and hc^ir m prnatc w^at 1 had to com 
munlcate from >ou He afterwards talked on dmerent subjecti aikcd 
queitioni riboul 1 nRliih manners nboul the situation of Mr Close and 
Sir Bntyrs about your health after which he dismissed ui as in a mdnncr 
unusuallT civil The Raji is a ihdrt ht dark man rather mean in his 
rinpcarancc but mild and decent in hr* bchaMOur He docs not appMr to 
maintain much »tate but few people who attend him arc well dressed and 
respectful I have not been able to obtain an> information about the Raja s 
urmi throuRh an> authentic channel that I ha\c learned it that the regular 
infantr> with the exception of 100 or 200 who attend the Raja * person have 
btin sent to Nagpur that there arc two guns here and that ail the garrisons 
hhNC latcU quitted the service except 100 or 150 who icr\c on horse back 
I have heard that the Rajn is disbanding man) troops but that he pcrrniti all 
who wish to I6a\c his arm> I have had complaints from people of Ashtce 
the village bevond the Wurda about which 1 wrote to you and from those 
of Goorra a village on this side I thill take the first opportunitj of iniiit 
mg on the Raja^ withdrawing hit troop* from the ceded counfr> and of 
pointing out the propnct> of hit cbtliining from inicrfcrencc In the Nizam t 
old poiictsioni cait of the Wurda 1 11 >our orders can be received 1 had a 
letter from Raja Maheeput Ram about Goorra This poit ti laid from 
Fllichpur and fort) runner* have joined me to that I am enabled to con 
tinuc the post when the Raja move* 1 *hall tomorrow do mvscif the 
honour oi reporting what has patsed to Hi* rxccllcncy the Governor 
General 


Letter No 8 — Elphinitone reports about the remnants of Raghofl s Army 
after he disbanded a part of It at the end of the 2nd Maralha War 

From-M S FLPHINSTONC RESIDFNT AT NAGPUR 
To-MAJOR GFNCRAL WTLLCSLAY 


Cam/> ol Camoor 19th Janiioo 1804 


1 have the honor lo enclose a letter for Hi* Uiccllcnc) the Governor 
General Joi Ki»han Rao « account of the trouble* m Hoshangabad ii con 
tradictory and differ* from ihc Raja The common report it Mccr Khan 
or tome other of Holkar t Chief* ho* made thii invaiton under hi* order* 

I understand there are 5 000 horse and 3 000 foot in Hoihangabad alreadv 
and 3 000 hor*c and 4 000 foot in Gurrah Mandla lo the under Nam Gatky 
1 have got some accounts of a chief named Gop^l Bhugwant who i* said to 
be in the Raja of Berar e service acting with the Killcdar of Ahmednagar 
TTiis 1 * the onl> part of the intelligence I have got that need be mentioned 
1 should be hap^ to hear what Furkia is doing I am told that he corre* 
ponds with the Raja regularly When anything is heard of Holkar I ehouldj 
wi h to hear where he it He would throw light on everything this man 
docs I have not observed the smallest wish on the Raja to have a subii 
diary force There is a report that somebodv advised the Raja to apply 
for a battalion or two to send to Hoshangabad but that would not The 
best account I have got of the array it make* it consiit of 9,350 hone 


1 ^vc reason to believe it defective though the number seem *o, 
probable the tame account make* are whole infantry con*i*t of 12 Bathhom 
of djRerent itren^ from -SOO to 3S0 ^.des th«e troopt iW are 
i Zurabul Rao» party (thi* 1 000 i> thb 3S0 

I hone with Maljee Ahlr and near 10 OW who were 'in Cuttack 

L should b^ppy to have yout orders about the Frenchmen in Berar Raja 
remcc they seem to be men of infcnor rank and At pre*ent thev ate^ 
pmsmg the Raja for their arrean of pay pi»cur iney arc. 
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Letter No. 19. — Elpliinstone reports about the condition of the country, 
the infantry troops of Eaghoji at Nagpur, and a foundry near 
Nagpur, Rajah Raghoji, he says, had “applied 50 leeches .to, one 
of his thighs" perhaps because he was suffering from rheumatic 
pain. 

From-M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 
To-MAJOR GENERAL WELLESLEY. 


Nagpur, Aili February 1804 

1 have had the pleasure of receiving your letters of the 26th 1 have 
very little doubt of the reality of the troubles in Hoshangabad Common 
report says that the Raja’s troops are reduced to great numbers by the 
rebels 1 shall be informed in 10 or 12 diys when I expect my news writer 
to begin his correspondence I have sent a person to Garrah Msndla but 
1 cannot expect to hear from him for some time The state of thosi 
countries and that of the Raja’s army are the points on which I try to get 
information The otlicr points arc of less importance and I see no prospecij 
of my getting so good information about them, as Mr Close has already 
obtained I hear from all quarters that he used to send out Vakeels and 
make regular surveys of the whole country I do not like to, make enquiries 
unless they arc necessary and likely to be attended with good effect because 
they excite jealousy and particularly among a people so ignorant and 

as the Mahrattas and now more than usual when they 
are irritated and alarmed I do all I can to discover what passes at the 
Durbar hut not important has yet reached me Perhaps there is nothing 
important going on I am informed that the Raja sent hastily to recall a 
Vakeel named Eswant Omajee who is with Holkar but Holkar’s Vakeel is 
still here and had private interview since the Raja arrived Nundajee 
Bascur the brother of Jadhao Rao and formerly Vakeel at Poona is here on 
Smdia’s part I have lately had an opportunity of seeing about 1,000 of the 
Raja’s infantry excercise The officers were all native and their manoevres 
were most extraordinary I am sure that I have seen at least 2,000 regular 
infantry in two encampments near our houses In riding this morning 
I came upon the foundry which is about 1 12 a miles from the town It is 
guarded by a small body of infantry The treaty of peace ratified by His 
Excellency the Governor-General reached me yesterday from> Hyderabad 
I sent. to ask to see the Raja He excused himself b> 

saying that he had applied lecchs and promised to receive the ratification 
tomorrow He really has applied 50 Icechs tc one of his thighs The 
ratification was not accompanied by, any letter from Calcutta I have the 
pleasure to enclose to you from Gahgaram Pundit It relates to Venkajee 
Naik, the banker about whose posssessions I wrote you before He now 
wishes you to write to Salabat Khan a letter similar to that whiqh you sent 
to Gangaram Pundit I do not know how to account for the unregulanty 
of the dak, but I have sent a man along the road to arrange the stations so 
fhat no further delay may lake place 

Letter No. 10. — ^The letter explains how the attitude of Nizam’s officers 
in withholding territories ceded to Raghoji around Gawilgarh and 
Namalla is reprehensible. 

from— M S ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAG)^UR, 

To— MAJOR J A KIRKPATRICK, RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD 

Nagpur, 7th April 1804 

b jjave the„hopour Jo enclose cop-ies rOfrletters fromifherHon’lsle JMajoj 
Wellesley to Raja Gangaram SbbbeVdaV’or ElliEfipiir and to me 
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2nd The Rnjn of Berar t complaints to which the letter to me refers 
arc that Raja Gangaram has withheld the districts under Gwilfiarh secured 
to the Raja by the t^c 3 t^ of peace that he has sicred on all places to which 
both the Raja and the Nizam have claims and on Qianv to which Hii 
Highness the Nitam never before preferred an> cJaini nnd finall> that he 
docs cverj thing In his power lo insult and degrade jhc Kaj'* 

3rd These complaints arc probabh czai.gciatcd but there arc some 
parts of Roja Gnnganm s conduct to which I must beg to call vour 
attention 

4th It appears to me that lus withholding the diitricls under Gnwdgnrh 
is contrao to the treatj of Dcogaon and none of the three reasons which 
he has given for taking that step seem lo me lo be sufiicicn! 

He wrote to Colonel I-ang that he did not j’lvc over the districts 
because he found that instead of four lhc> yielded 7 lakhs of rupees 
annuallj If this gave him a right to detain an> part of the lands selected 
bv Raja Mnheepat Ram I should think it would be their excess over those 
ceded and no more He informed the Raja of Burar s Vakeel that he could 
not deliver over the districts without orders from his highness the Nizam 
As such orders appear from General Wcllcslcv s letters to haNc been issued 
long since he ought to have made over the countrv before this time 
Fven if he had thought that he was not warranted m doing so under thr 
orders of General Wcllcsicj alone his third reason is stated in a letter to me, 
where he sa>'i that he has detained the tcrritor> in question because some 
of the Raja of Berar s troop under one Rijanm were plundering in Berar 
In this last ease perhaps the Nizam or Rajaram was doing him important 
mjunet and if he had clear proof that he was acting under the Raja s order* 
mi^t be justified in retaining possession of the Icmtory which he had 
engaged to give up but Raja Gangaram had no right to take such straggling 
horse m Berar who arc so far from belonging clcarl> to the Raja That 
he has all along disavowed them said that thev ought to be dcitroji’ed and 
even offered to co-operate against them in ease the> should comt into the 
divided country on this side of the Wardha 

I am not acquainted with Rala Gangaram s reasons for his conduct with 
respect to the disputed villages I believe it it usual In all eases of doubt 
to leave the subject of dispute in the hands of the possession but m thU 
instflDce a method of deciding all disputes is provioed by treaty so that 
neither party can have the least pretence for wresting an> place from the 
other by force 


This conduct of Raia Gangaram is not only discreditable to the 
administration of His Highness the Soobedar of the Deccan but even 
injurious to the di/mity of the British Government The Ministers of the 
Kaja ot Berar say that the Raia looks for the execution of the treat) to the 
British and that it is the dread of their power alone which induces the Raja 
to submit to any injury from iho officers of His Highness the Nizam The 
^izure of despised places by force also shews great disrespect for the arbi 
tration of His Excellency the Governor General 


The thwd part of the Rma s complaint is of less importance but it ii to 
^ while His Excellency the Governor-General is endeavour 

ing b> the most ^ncihatmc and generous treatment to remove from the 
Kaja B mind all the painful feelings which his misfortunes must have occa 

h,e receives from an 

ofiiccr of Mil Highness the Nizam 


^ “ated to you allow me to 

to «atirfy thU Government that 
Mil tiighnen the -Noam doe# not concur in the excesses of his servants and 
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to remove the ill eficct of R.ijn Gnngarnm's conduct would be that he 
should be recalled from his Government nnd^ his successor instructed to 
fulfil the treatv without dcln\ but if you see objections to the plan the least 
His Highncs'; the Niz.im can do is to order Raja Gangaram in the strictest 
manner to carr\ into effect the repealed orders of the Hon’blc Major 
General Welleslc\ and to behave in future wMth more moderation towards 
the Raja of Berar and aRo to as'^ure him that his departing from the line of 
conduct prescribed to him wilt infallibly subject liim to the loss of his 
office 


Letter No. 11. — Kirkpatrick along with his own letter encloses copies of 
two letters, one from Maj*or General Wellesley to Major Kirk- 
patrick, Resident at Hyderabad, and the other from the latter to 
the fomtei, which show the attitude of the parties in effecting the 
fulfilment of the treaty of Deogaon, and the ce.ssion of certain 
territories by the Ni/am’s i^overnment to the Rajah of Berar. 
The complaints of General Wellesley that the Nizam’s agent in 
Berar has been playing mischief bv withholding the cession of 
certain territories are explained by Kirkpatrick, who assures the 
Ckneral that adequate measures will be taken to carry out his 
commands A few more letters in the correspondence about the 
settlement of this dispute arc not printed here, because they are 
not important Enclosures 6, 7 and 10 which come after these 
are important and mention what Pandit Gangaram had done in 
this matter and what territories he had handed over to Bhonsla’s 
Agents. 

From-COL KIRKPATRICK, RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD. 
To-M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Hyderabad, I9th April 1804 

I have the honour to acknowdedge the receipt of your letter of the 7th 
and 9th instant 

The enclosed copies of my despatches to His Excellency the Governor- 
General, dated the 17th, and of my latest correspondence with the Hon’ble 
Major General Wellesley joined to my address to yourself of the 8th instant 
will convey to you such abundant information touching the result of the 
late representations against the Aumil of Elhchpoor as to preclude the 
necessity of my troubling you with a detailed reply to the several points 
enumerated m your letters, especially as the latter of them encourages an 
expectation that the boundary disputes may now be finally adjusted 
without further reference 

It is my intention however (as vou will perceive I have advised General 
Wellesley) to uige the Minister to persevere in his determination of send- 
ing Raja Mahipat Ram or his Deputy to Ellichpur as the best means at 
present m my power of ascertaining the reality of the complaints preferred 
against Gangaram Pundit whose recall from that quarter if my influence 
can effect it may be depended upon, in the event of those complaints 
proving well founded 

I am just honoured with your letter of the 11th instant, requesting the 
exertion of my influence for the restoration of a Jagheer formerly granted 
by this Government to a nephew of the Raja of Berar and enclosing copy 
of the grant itself for my information 
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OA thi» subject I shall do mjscif the honour of addrwmR you more 
large after hiaking the necessary enquiries and cNcntual application to 
this Government, but it\ the meanwhile it may to proper to obicrve (hli 
VAbch for >our Imhicdiatc Information that this Court i* extremely avem 
the granting of Jaghcen to Mahratta subjects ^ that the Jagnm np'q? 
applied for m behalf of Gooxa Rao is described in the bods of the CT^int 
b* amounting to a no less a sum in grou revenue than four lacks arid forty 
thousand rupees that Gooza Rao himself absconded luddcnl) from hen« 
under very aiicrcdtlablc circumstances long before the breaking out of the 
late war and after some commutation had actually taken place relative to 
his Jadheer In consequence if 1 am not mistaken ol possession being 
Wenico to him by hls uncle the Hcrar Raja himscU of the one originally 
granted by this Government and which fas appear from the doimmmt 
thcloicd In >our letter) is the identical Joghcer now claimed though then 
rejected on the plea ot its belonging either partljr or wholly to the Berar 
Government 


To-MAJOR KIRKPATRICK 


^IR 


Homboy 6ih April 1804 


I have the honour to enclose the cop> of a letter which 1 received from 
Mr Elphmstonc containing fresh complaints from the Mmiiters of (he 
Raja of Benr, of the conduct of Gungaram Pundit the Soobab t Aumildar 
in the Berar Country 


This conduct in which Gangaram Pundit appears determined to 
persevere notwithttandiog m> repeated remonstrances is entirely inconsis 
tent with the spirit of peace and with the letter and spirit of the Treaty 
of Deogaon 

If the Raja of Berar should retaliate the Soobah of the Deccan will 
lose all the aovantagci which he might derive from the sole possession of 
the nch countries ceded by the Tixaty of Pfeacc and (he consequence may 
be rental of the war In that ease the British Govemmunt might to 
reduced to the necessity of making a choice between seeing the rcdiictioii 
Of the rower of its ally or commencing a war in which the Soobah of thA 
Deccan will have been the aggressor 

c li most earnestly urge you to use your influence at the Court 

ot nyderabad to induce the Soobah of the Deccan to perform the stipula 
tjofu of the Treaty of Peace 


h ■ opinion Gangaram Pundit Ought to be seized and punished fof 

biB conduct and till that measure is adopted no Amildar wUI obey th6 
orders which he may receive 

for itr managed by the Soobah i Officer 

n I 5'°“ sod report to fiu 

whether Rajah Ragotim Rao hai inter, 
® 7 the pnnCTplei of the Peace, ini 

with the instructions which I gave to Raja M^ipat ^ 


I have the honoUr to be 


etc. etc. 

ASf WELLESLEY 


2a 

To-MAJOR GENERAL THE HON’BL.E ARTHUR WELLES- 
LEY, BOMBAY 


bm. 


1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 2nd 
and 6th instant 

2 I had not the honour of addressing you any letter on the 29tL 
February, but I wrote to you on the 19th which letter I conclude you have 
received 

3 Immediately on the receipt of your letter of the 6th Instant, I sent 
my Moonshy to Durbar to make the representations which its tenor 
appeared to require The minister m reply exnrcssed himself much con- 
cerned at the continued remonstrances and complaints against Gangarani 
Pundit, though he still professed to entertain very strong doubts whether 
the principal complaint, namely the alleged retention in spite of repeated 
orders of the Districts to be delivered to the Raja of Berar in conformity 
to the 5th article of the Treaty was well founded 

4, In compliance however with mv earnest representations, the. 
Minister agreed to send orders immediately to Raja Mahipat Ram to 
proceed either himself without delay or if unavoidably prevented by more 
pressing business, to depute a confidential and well informed person to' 
Ellichpur, to report the actual state of matters and to carry scrupulously 
into immediate execution whatever stipulations of the Trealv may yet be 
unfulfilled, including the comfirmation of the Grants made of sundry 
villages to the amount of fourteen or fifteen to the Raja of Berar’s ministers 

5 I have obtained also the fullest assurances from the minister that 
Gungaram Pundit shall be called to a severe account if his repeated declara- 
tions of having made over to the Berar Raja’s servants the districts agreed 
upon bePveen Eswant Rao Ramchander and Raja Mahipat Ram prove 
unfounded, or if he shall upon due investigation be found to have acted m 
any way contrary to existing engagements 

6 From some hints that the minister threw out to my Moonshy at 
their late meeting it would Seem as if he considered Eshwant Rao Ram- 
chander as having aggravated matters by mis-representations to his own 
court Eshwant Rao Ramchander resided here as you may recollect for 
some years as Vakeel from the Court oP Berar, and appears to be consider- 
ed by Auzim 01 Omrah as not well disposed towards this Government 

7 ^ On the day following my Moonshy’s interview with the minister, 
lireceived^ an answer from Gungaram Pundit to my late letter to him, 
accompanied also by a reply to your letter, which together with a copy and 
translation of the former and a translation of the latter are herewith en- 
closed 

I 

8 The schedule of cessions around Nurnallah and Gawilgarh en- 
closed in Gangararn Pundit’s' letter to you differs in no material point from, 
the one which he has now transmitted to the minister, with this single 
exception, that he describes the Raja of Berar’s Ministers in the letter as 
Paving^ seized^and appropriated 'to themselves villages to the annual amoupt 
of thir^-fiye thousand rupees beyond what was provided for in the schedule 
adjusted between Eshwant Rao Ramchander and Raja Mahipat' Ram in the' 
presence Captain Johnstone and which I alluded to in the 4th ^ paraT 
gjaph of nay letter. to you of the 26th oLFebruary 


1 
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9 Nolv-ithatandm^ all th»» howc\cr, I nropoic urRinc the minlftcr 
to adhere to his resolution of ordcrinR Uija Mahlpat Rnm or some one on 
hit part to proceed to ClUchpoor for the purposes stated in the 4th para 
firaph of this letter though it ina> he doubted v.hcthcr even this expedient 

will pro\c so conclushc at to ob\iotc the ncccsrilv of deputing num^i 

to the frontier as suggested m m> letter of the 8th instant to the Honxle 
Mr niphmstonc to dclcrniine all boundary diipulcs und^ the supt^n 
tcndcncc of some Pnclisli Rcntlcman a measure of all others the best 
calculated perhaps to pul an effectual end to these dissensions 

H} dcribad KIRKPATRICK 

i he ISt/i Apnt 18(M 

Troiisfetlon of a letter to the Rcstdnit from Gangaram Pimdtt 
kecetved 15(/i April 1^1 

I ha\c had the honour to receive jour two letters the one in icply to 
my communication and the other cnciosinit a letter from the Hoi^lc 
Major General Wcl(cslc> on the subject of the districts ceded by Raja 
Kafihojee Bhonsla the latter of which arrived on the 2Iit of Zclhujiah 
1218 A H (corrcspondinc to 1st of April 1804 A D ) I perfectly under 
stand their contents 

As my reliance and dcpendancc arc solely on your favor and as 1 
consider the interests of the two slates to be Inseparable how could I 
possibly presume upon a diiobedicncc of orders 

\\Ticn Jeshwant Rao Ramchandcr produced the Sunnud to which the 
seal of Mahipat was aflued In obedience to orders 1 delivered over the 
districts and villajjos specified m those sunnudi to the officers as you will 
perceive by m> letter (with a schedule of the ceded countries annexed) la 
answer to General Wellesley which \ have siiui under a flying seal for your 
perusal and I request you will afterwards be pleated to teal and dispatch 
It to its address I I'kcwisc request th it you will do me the honour to 
communicate to me whatever the General miv subsequently remark 

I am entirely at your command and I trust you will continue to con- 
sider me as one of the most faithful of your friends 

A True Translation 

R JENKINS 
Acting ^ccTciarj 


Translation of a letter from Gans^tam Naravan to Gaicral WeGcsIey 
Received ISth April lfe04 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your condescending 
letter expressive of your disapprobation at the retention of the districts 
Mi^llagCT lelerted Raja Mahipat Ram to be ceded to the Raja 
Kagnojw Bhonila intimating moreover that I had seized upon several 
other piac« which did not formerly belong to this Government and signify 
mg your d»jje that the districts in question as fixed upon by Mahipat 
l^m «nouId be msUnlly evacuated to the Raja of Berar Your letter to this 

u ^ Apn! was enclosed m one from the 

Resident at Hyderabad 

^ -f ^^‘der the interests of the two Governments to be inrcparably 
^nnected as during your residence m this district I never deviated in 
the trifling instance from your commands although no service can 
be p^ect 1 n^erthelcss performed always my duty to its Utmost extent 
indidgence for my errors In all cases I 
consider obedience to be inditpeotible 
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Witli regard to the countries ceded to Raghojee Bhonsla I beg leave to 
state the matter truly When Jeswant Rao Ramchander the VaUl of the 
Raja of Berar by your command arrived here with the Sunnuds bearing the 
seal of Mahipat Ram, 1 immediately issued written ordeis for the evacua- 
tion of the places m question, which were accordingly taken possession of 
by the Troops of that officer 1 have the honour to enclose for your in- 
foimation a separate schedule of the ceded Icrritories I had previously, 
during the Vakeel’s stay at this place, leceived a letter from Mr Rlphm- 
stone, informing me that the territories to the west of the river Wardha 
belonged to this Government, and that the countries on the eastern bank 
continued as formerly under the separate authority of this Government 
and of the Bhonsla In like manner that the countries to the southward 
below the Ghaut of the Unjardee hills upon which are situated the forts 
of Gawilgarh and Nernallah were to belonged to this Government, and all 
territory to the northward above the hills, to the Raja In the arrange- 
ment of the districts I accordingly conformed to those instructions and I 
also suggested to Mr Elphinstone by letter the propriety of sending some 
person on his part in whose presence the boundaries might be adjusted, or 
of writing to Colonel Kenny and Mr Gordon who were at Ellichpoor, to 
settle the boundaries in person and that their arrangement should be 
decisive 

The Officers of the Raja represent things to you, Sir, in a different light, 
and have likewise thrown out the sam.e insinuations to Mr Elphinstone, 
who writes that he is much displeased with my conduct What can I do or 
say on this subject I must submit to my superiors In short I will never 
be guilty of disobedience but will ever be strenuously active to obtain your 
approbation in order that I m.ay not hereafter be accused of negligence or 
remission m the settlement of the affairs entrusted to my charge I will 
also exert myself in the arrangement of the newdy acquired territories to 
the southward of the hills, and shall strictly obey whatever orders I may 
hereafter receive from you on this subject I trust you will continue to 
honour me with your condescending letters 


Translation of the schedule annexed to Gangarani Narayan’s 
letter to General Wellesley 

The Muhals of unkist, etc , ceded to Raja Ragojee Bhonsla are as 
follows — 

[According to the sunnud bearing the seal of Raja Mahipat Rara.J 


To the said Raja — 

The Puigunnah of Unkot 

The Pergunnah of Urgaura, excepting the Mouza of — 
The Pergunnah of Budneeruh Gungaee 
The Pergunnah of Thanklee 

The Mouza of Soottanpoor m the Pergunnah of 
Mehkar 

The Mouza of Kounlee in the Pergunnah of Sohar . . 


1 Muhal. 

Muhal. 
1 Muhal. 
d Muhal, 

1 Mouza. 


5 
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To the Roja » Moct^uddics— 

To JcBcant Rio Rarachandcr Vokcd— 

The Mouzas of Kokur and Munchunpoor in the 2 Vj!u>gc* 
Tergunnah of Dunicapoor 

Fi\c Milages of thi Percunnah Mcchagaum of which 
the gross rcNcnuc II 25 000 Rupee* From the 
Ferpunnah Havdcc to I Ihchpore in lieu of (he 
Sirdc*hmooklicc 7 500 Rupee* 


To Gaogaram Madhoo Csn-ant Uao— 

From the Peigunnah of Jalgion tc\ n Mouias as 
follo%\ » — • 

Sanor Gaon 

1 Mouza 

Mai gaon 

1 Mouza 

Palsue 

1 Mouza 

Usulguon 

1 Mouza 

Hugccncc 

1 Mouza 

Panklcc 

I Mouza 

Bartingcc 

1 Mouza 

rhe Kuibah of Saonlcc 

1 Muhal 

The Mouxa of Moondgaum in the Fergunnah of 

1 Mouza 

Unkot 

Thfl Moura of Bunna in thePergunnahof Girdraangaon 

I Moiua 

To Ganesh Govind Patwari — 

From the pergunnah of Beer the Mouza of Kaplce 

) Mouia 

To Shrec Dhar Pundu Moonshee— 

Pergunnah* of Tulegaon and Sisee 

1 Mouza 

The Mouxa of Wuregaon in the Purgunnoh of Dogaura 

1 Mouu 

A True TransbUon 


R. JENKINS 
Acting Secretary 


Extract oj a letter dated of April from Gangaravi Pundit (o his 
Vakeel enclosed in the Ministers note Received lAth April 

Accordmg to Mahipat Rara * iiulructioDi I have evacuated the dutfict* 
and village* for the maiatenance of the forU to Raja Ragojee Bhonila and 
hi* officer* The encloied separate schedule of tho»c place* will make you 
fully acQuainted with the subject I gave over cha^c immediately upon 
the receipt of Mahipat Ram » letter excepting the Thanai regarding which 
I waited for order* from Government, but which I have now also deliver 
^ r n^cived receipt* for the *ame Some perton ha* written na 

founded TOmplainU of my conduct I cannot help \L I have however 
conformed to my aiutruction* 


A True Extract and Tranilation 

RICHARD JENKINS 

1 Acting Secretary 
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TranshUon of the schedule sent by Gangaram Pundit and cndoised in the 
Ministers note to Moonshy UZEEZ OOLLAH 

The following is a state of the districts, villages etc delivered over to 
Raja Ra^hojee Bhonsla with the concurrence of Jeswant Rao Ramcliander 
the Raja s Vakeel according to the instructions of Raj'a Mahipat Ram 

To Raja Ragojee Bhonsla — 


Six Mohals, VIZ — 

The whole of the Pergunnah of Unkot excepting I Mohal 
Mcondgaum 

- The whole of the Pergunnah of Urgaum excepting 1 Mohal 
Peepalkhura and three villages. 

The Pergunnah of Bhatkoolee . 1 Mohal. 

The Pergunnah of Purrieer Gungaee entire . I Mohal. 

The Mouza of Sooltat'pore in the Pergunnah of Muhkir 1 Mouza 
N B — Of this they have taken possession of their own accord 
The Mouza of Khunoul in the Pergunnah of Lenar 1 Mouza 
JV B — ^This was also taken of their own accord 


From the above it will appear that his Mouzas belonging to this Gov- 
ernment have been taken possession of without my knowledge ^ I deliver- 
ed over the four Mohals immediately upon the receipt of Mahipat Ram’s 
letter In this respect I made use of no evasion or delay 


To the Mootsuddees of Raghojee Bhonsla by Mahipat Ram’s Orders 
were given the following — 

To Jeswant Rao Ramchander Vakeel — 

The Mouza of Kakurdeh Munjunpoor in the Pergunnah of Daria- 
poor — 1 Mouza 

From the Pergunnah Hiweree of Ellichpore a sum of money was 
granted m part of Sindeshmookhee claims which sum was realised 
by him abroad — ^7,500 rupees 

From the Pergunnah of Punj'gaon a sunnud was granted for villages 
yielding a gross Revenue — 25,000 Rupees — 1 Mahal 

The Mouza of Peepul Kheer and other three villages in the Pergunnah 
of Argaum in Umuli Mukasee — 1 Mahal 

To Gangadhar Madhoo Chitnavees, Sree Dhur Luchman Moonshee and 
Jeswant Rao Ramchander Vakeel eleven villages — 

From the Pergunnah of Jalgaon etc seven villages in which the Sircar 
has now no concern The above persons have taken possession of 
them of their own accord 


The seven villages are as follows — 


Usal Gaon 

1 Mouza 

Palsee 

1 Mouza. 

Veersurgee 

1 Mouza 

Malegaon 

. . I Mouza 

Hungurah 

1 Mouza 

Nungl 'e 

.. 1 Mouza. 


The Kusbah of Sarwalee and other villages. 
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Tour vlllajrca xnz — 

The Kiwbah or Sanvccluh 1 Mouza 

The Mouza of MoonU^um in the PcTgunnah of Unkot I Mouza 

The Moua of Vccrun in the Pcigunnah of Genr- I Mouza 
manurgaum 

The Mouza of Godnapoor in the Pergunnah of ! Mouza 
Dclgaum Raja 

Shrcc Dhur Luchman Moonihy and Gancih Gotind Putnircc haw 
of their own accord taken pofjcsiion of the Mouza of Kapla in the 
Pergunnah of Beer three Mllagct 

The Mouza of Kapla in thq Pergunnah of Beer ha» been taken pones 
iion of by Gunesh Go\md Putwarcc 

Shreo Dhar I uchman Moonthy 1m taken two Mouzat riz — 

The Mouza of Surcc«gaiim in the Pergunn h of Malcgaum — 1 Mouza 
The Mouza of Purgnum m the Pergunnah of Thoongaum — 1 Mouza 
A' D — Thii Mouza u the Jagliccr of Salabat Khan 

According to the above itatement. 1 deli\crtd over entire charge of 
the four Mahalt and eight Milages with the Kusbah a» man> as were under 
my control to the Rajahs Officer* I did not omit even one Mouza beside* 
this the Kuibah of Sualcc the Jaghcer of Jesuant Rao Ramchander which 
was gi%cn to him in Mukaia there remains in his undisturbed posseiilon 
In the performance of this duty if 1 have committed any error* let them 
be proved against me It remains for you to consider the charges which 
have been preferred to my prejudice. 


A True Translation 


R JENKINS 
Acting Secretary 


Letter No 12 —Elphinstone gives an account of the money paid as 
pensions to Bfaonsla s Ministers by the British which is revealing 

From-ELPHINSTONE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To— W EGERTON CIVIL AUDITOR. 

Nagpur 6th March 1806 

I have the honour to enclose my accounts for February 

TO charge which appears to requu-e explanation i* that for 

^ OOO on account of pensions granted to Jeswant Rao by Sir 

Arthur WellMley amounted for last year to 5 000 rupees 5 000 now are 

on account of hii pension of 15 000 rupees a vear for 1^ and 2 000 nr© 

on account of Jaikuhan Rao • pension for the hsmeycar 
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Letter No. 13 — Elphinstone reports the discussions he had with Bhonsla’s 
Minister Jaswant Rao about the pensions bestowed upon ihs 
Bhonsla’s Ministers and servants by the Bntish Government and 
the cession of Sambalpore and the tracts East of the Wardha. He 
also reports about an interview with the Bhonsla. 

From— M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To-THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 


Nagpur, 16th April 1806 

On the 11th I had the honour to receive Mr Edmonstone’s dispatch 
dated the 25th ultimo, enclosing a letter from you to His Highness the 
Raja of Berar 

1 had before informed the Raja of your intentions in his favour, but 
the manner m which he received mv communication rendered the arrival 
of your letter to him particularly opportune As I thought it material 
that His Highness should liave time tO' consider the substance of what you 
had written to him before he was called on to reply to it, I sent for 
Jeswant Rao and allowed him to read the pension copy transmitted^ for 
my information He made no remark on it, except that he was desirous 
that I should say nothing on the subject of the Pensions more than was in 
your letter I answered that I had nothing particular to say on that head, 
but that I was rather surprized at the request, which rendered it doubtful 
whether he had communicated to the Raja the messages regarding the 
Pensions, with which I had more than once charged him Jeswant Rao 
said, that the Pensions were mentioned in the letter which would of course 
he read to the Raja, but that he was desirous they should not be dwelt on, 
as the Raja would be displeased by remarking that his Ministers were more 
successful in enriching themselves, than he was in the recovery of his 
dommions I repeated that I had nothing particular to say about the 
Pensions , but that it must be clearly understood that no concealment was 
to be observed regarding them 

On the 13th Shreedbar Pundit visited me by the Raja’s desire, and 
informed me that His Highness being prevented by the state of his 
health from seeing me immediately, had sent him to explain His High- 
ness’s sentiments on the subject to which vour letter referred Shreedhar 
Pundit proceeded to say that it must be confessed that Lord Cornwallis's 
letter bore two constructions, that the Raja had given it the wrong one, 
that he now perceived from your letter what was really meant and that he 
had directed the following remark to be communicated to me Shreedhar 
Pundit then spoke for some time on the Raja’s friendship towards the 
British, which he assured me would never change, and pomted out the 
advantages which the Raja hoped to derive from such disposition He 
then observed that the restoration of the districts on the Wardha was as 
much an infringement of the Treatv with the Nizam as it would be to 
transfer the whole of Berivr to the Raja, he added that those districts were 
of small value and afforded no temptation ro the Raja to lay himself 
under obligations to the Nizam, whom he had ever regarded as his equal 
and that he was desirous not to expose the Company to the inconveniences 
of procuring them for him He then dwelt at great length on the Raja’s 
attachment to the British Government and the fiiendly conduct of that 
state towards him' and concluded bv acquainting me in very proper terms 
with His Highness’s acceptance of Sambalpore, adding that he trusted to 
the generosity of the British Government for any further addition to his 
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tcmlonct at a future period In rcpl> to Slirccdhar Pundit I fir»t 
remarked that I ord Cornwallu i letter would not bear the conitrucllon 
he had put on it Hit I ordihip t promuc to rcttorc the Uoja t power at 
fnr at he could conti(tcntl> with Jutllcc and t^ood faith could nc\cf lead 
any person to expect tint he would carry hit Ilbcralit) to an extent but 
whicn at unreasonable and contrar> to hit cnpancmcnii I added that even 
if hit Lordilup t letter had been left exprest and if the Raja t own jjood 
icnic had not been lufTicicnt to moderate hit cxpcctalioni my cxplonationt 
were made In plain term* and could not be mliundcrttood that I had on 
those jH'oundt always tuppoicd that HI* Hlehncit had a correct notion of 
the extent of the propoicd rcitoralion and that I had expected that at 
toon nt the olTcr was made to him it would ha\c been cheerfully accept 
cd that I was happ) to find that His Hlfihncu had now determined on so 
proper a repl> to xour offer of Sambalpur which 1 hoped you would be 
able to cam into effect though that could not be done without con 
sidcrablc sacrifices on the par! of the British Government I next obicrv 
cd that the I ntflish Government hod no Interest in persuading the Raja 
to accept the districts on this side of the Wardha but that as I know you 
Ind the Rnja s welfare at heart, I would not allow’ him to let so adiantagcs 
out an offer pas* without once more pointing out the imprudence of his 
doinR to At to the assertion that it was as ijrcat a breach of faith to 
restore those districts as to depme the Niram of Berar I said I would do 
Shroedhar Pundit the justice to suppose that he did not intend it to be 
taken tcnoutlj at it was obvious that what was done b> the Nizams 
consent was no breach of frcalj and that it was not cquallj easy to induce 
Hi* Hiffhness to fii\c up a fcis Perflunnnhs, and to rcsuin a %aluablc prov 
ince which he had neouired b) an expensive w’ar I then again oointed 
out the benefits His Highness would dtriNC from accepting those Districts 
and bhreedhar Pundit repeating the Rajn s rejection of them I said 1 
would report the whole conversation to >ou Shreedhar Pundit then 
asked how soon I thought the Raja might obtain possession I said the 
issue of the negotiation was >ct uncertain but that 1 had no doubt it 
would be brought to ^ conclusion and probablv to a successful one in a 
month or two Shreedhar Pundit then introduced the subject of the 
Pensions on which he begged 1 might not dwell at m> Inlcnicw with the 
Raja T tqld him that 1 w'as surpnzed to find that request so much insuted 
on as 1 bad so often declared that the affair must not be kept secret from 
the Raja and as I had tent several message* to His Highnew by Jcfwant 
Rao In which I had directly alluded to that arrangement Shreedhar 
Pundit then declared that he had no wish to conceal the matter from the 
Rfija and obieiwcd that he could not do so if he wished It as the Raia 
would hear your letter and write an answer to it which he could not do 
without being apprized of the arcumitonce* I then said that considering 
the situation he stood in with the Raja I considered every thing I said ta 
him officially as regularlj communicated to His Highness that I trusted 
m consequence that the Raja was apprized of the grant of Pension* to his 
Minuter* and that 1 was certain I would meet with the disapprobation of 
my Government if I entered into any clandestine transaction whatever 
Nothing further past at this meeting 

I yesterday evening was in>ited to the Durbar where I presented your 
letter to the Raja It was read to bim by Shreedhar Pundit nnd when it 
was finished His Highness spoke for tome time in general terms of his 
friendship for the Company and referred me to Shreedhar Pundit i 
communications and to his own answer to your letter for all particulars 

Shreedhar Pundit read the letter to the Raja in a low voice so that I 
could not distinctly hear him but I have reason to thmk he omitted the 
-cMsaf^ where the pensions arc mentioned It would have Involved 
-Shreedhar Pundit in a serious difficulty to have taken notice of thjs 
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circumstance on the spot, and though the consent of iho Ministers to avow 
their acceptance of the Pensions prevents my being under any obligation to 
keep it secret; yet as my mentioning it at an inconvenient time, would have 
an effect directly contrary to that which the grant is intended to produce, 
I thought It best to make no remark in the Raja’s presence I have this day 
wiote to Jeswant Rao to request him to come to me, and I intended to 
inform him that unless the Raja mentions the pensions m his answer to 
your letter; or shows in some other way that he approves of their being 
granted, I shall be under the necessity ol conversing with Jiis Highness in 
person on the subject, which I should have done at hist, had it not been 
that I had a perfect reliance on his reporting to the Raja every thing that 
passed officially between him and me 

r S — Since I wiotc the above. Jeswant Rao came to me in com- 
pliance with my request It was rendered unnecessary foi me to speak to 
him as 1 had intended by his informing me that the Raja had been made 
acquainted with the grant of the Pensions, w'hich had never fully been ex- 
plained to him' before, that he entirely approved of the acceptance of them; 
but had desired the matter to be concc.^’led from the other Ministers, to 
prevent their being discontented at finding themselves left out in the 
arrangement 

Letter No. 14. — Sydenham reports about the misfortunes of one Mahant 
who had supplied accurate information about the fort of Gawilgarh 
that had helped the British to capture it during the wai Owing 
to this treachery the Raja of Beiai had imprisoned his childien 
and confiscated his property. Elphinstone is solicited to help him 
mjiis adverse circumstances The Enclosure contains a copy of 
the Mahant’s application to Sydenham. 

From— T SYDENHAM, RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD, 

To-M ELPHINSTONE 

Hyderabad, 24th May 1806 

I have been strongly solicited by Svnoo Bhenty (Snmbhu Bharati) 
Muhant the Ghoosain to attract your attention towards his situation For 
this purpose I beg leave to send you a translation of his Arzee to me 

It appears that you have done something for him and he is hopeful 
that you may do more I am not sufficiently informed of the truth of the 
circumstances which he relates to form any judgement of the degiee of the 
Raja of Berar’s injustice towards him or of his claims upon us to justify 
any very positive interference in his favour 

If he really furnished the British Commanders with such accurate 
information of Gawilghur as materially to facibtate our capture of that 
fortress it is not surprizing that the Raja of Berar should confine his 
children, confiscate his goods and cancel his debts On the other hand it 
would be necessary to determine what was the value of his services to the 
British Government which should require to employ our influence in 
pi eventing him from suffering for those services If common report can 
be credited his mission from the Raja of Berar to the Nabab Salabat Khan 
was not a very innocent one It would almost appear, that the Ghoosain 
first came to the British Camp to prevail upon Salabat Khan to forsake 
the Nizam’s service and failing in that he gave information to us. which 
excited the resentment of the Raja of Berar and produced the misfortune 
of which he now complains 

, short his case appears to be a very complicated one and as you have 
been able only to procure the release of his family I suppose that you 
nave already found you were not able to obtain his property back for him. 
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TtansJalion of an Arz<.c presented by Synoo Uhcrlr Muhant {Samhhoo 
liharti) to Cfaf)tain Sydenham May i2th 1806 


Sir 

O! cjcalted rank btslowcr of favours the niylum of the destitute, may 
>our proipcrit} be clcrnal 

In the commencement of the v.ar I went on the part of the Mother of 
Senah Snhib Raja Roj*ojcc Bhontla to transact butlnctt with the Nawab 
Sabbat Khan at Arcam from whence we proceeded to Ellichpon. What 
the Nawab ma> ha%c told Colonel Stc\cnson and Captain Johnson 1 
know not but as I entertained an attachment for Kaja Kagojec Ohonrla 
and posBCTird a knowlcdRc of his affairs Colonel Slc\cnion kepi me with 
himself and without the subject of my mission ever bema mentioned he 
tuddcnl) ordered me to necompan) Colonel Lanp to the fort of Gawil 
ghur Notlrwithrtandinff this circumstance, however the objects of my 
exertions and endeavour wore effected, and on this account Haja 
Raghoojee Bhonilah laid waste my housc^ confiieafcd m> propertv my 
goods and my potsctsions. conhned nt) children destro>ra my papers and 
cancelled a debt of bet of rupees which were due to me by Government 
He assigned incxiitcnt causes for this procedure and although f represent 
ed -the circumstance he would not liiicn to me Mr Llphinstonc also 
exerted himself but without effect At length I wtfnt to General Wellesley 
and represented to him m) situation He considered my case and gave 
me a letter to Mr Clphinstonc requesting he would effect the restoration 
of my propert) and tne liberation of my famil) Mr Elphmitonc m 
consequent, recovered for me b> his exertions -fcveral houses and the 
liberty of m) children but f have obtained nothing more Jt was my fate 
that General Wcllcslo should proceed to Europe othcrwiiq.1 feel assured 
that he would have recovered for me niy propcrt> As many officers of 
the Bhonsla who at present hold situation are m> enemies 1 \ now not 
what they may have impressed to Mr I Iphinstonc^ that m> affairs are 
not adjusted In consequence of m> intercourse with the British Govern 
ment alone Raja Rago^ec Bhontb has effected m> rum and laid waste 
my house ric entertained no other averse ogainst me 1 have now no 
refuge or support but yourself Having bestowed >our attention justice 
and consideration on the subject 1 am hopeful that >ou will cause my 
lawful property and fortune to be restored to me 

Addiltonal Representation 

I entertain much fear of Rajah Raghojee Bhonsb It is requisite from 
^ur kmdncss and mercy that some house either of your own or of His 
Highness the Soubah be appropriated to the Residence of my people 
that I may continue to secure beneath your shadow until 1he affairs which 
I have represented to you shall be adjusted Without your support and 
consideration my protection and safety are impossible Your attention 
to this subject is necessary 


A True Translation 

CHARLES RUSSELL 



33 


( 

Letter No. 15 — Elphinstone reports that the Ministers Shridhar Pandit 
and Jaikishan Rao desire to have Sannads for their pensions, and 
that the Bhonsla and his son Bala Sahib want some watches. It 
is rather interesting to note that even in 1806 the natives of 
Nagpur could repair watches. 

From— Ml ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To— N R EDMONSTONE, SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT 

> Nagpur, ISth June 1806 

Since the grant of Pensions to Shreedhar Pundit, Jeswant Rao, and 
Jaikishan Rao, those Ministers particularly the first have shown consider- 
able anxiety to receive Sunnuds for the continuance of them under the seal 
ol the Government I was yesterday requested bv Jeswant Rao to make an 
application on the subject, and as it appears desirable to satisfy the 
Ministers of the permanence of their pensions, I beg that you will be 
pleased to submit their wishes to the Hon’ble the Governor-General 

I formerly submitted to Goveinmient in the beginning of 1805, a 
lequest on Jeswant Rao’s part, that a Cowle might be granted by the 
Company, or obtained from the Nizam for the security of his lands and 
other property in Berar, particularly for a Banking House, which belongs 
to him m the village of Toogaon His object in soliciting a Cowle, is to 
secure himself from the enmity of Salabat Khan, with whom he has some 
family quarrel and who would have entirely ruined his brother Vithal Punt 
in 1803, if It had not been for the interposition of Sir Arthur Wellesley 
Jeswant Rao has now renewed his application, and I promised to submit 
il to the Hon’ble the Governor-General without engaging for its success 

I had formerly the honour to report that I had been requested by the 
Raja to procure some watches for him I at the same time (at their soIi» 
citation) procured a Repeater for the Raja’s son Balia Sahib, and another 
for Shreedhar Pundit, but on their arrival, the Raja when saw" them in the 
hands of a Native who was repairing them, and was so anxious to have 
them, that Balia Sahib and Shreedhar Pundit were obliged to give them up 
They have since frequently begged of me to get them other Repeaters, 
particularly of late I have always avoided promising them, but if the 
Hpn’ble the Governor-General should not disapprove of the expense, they 
would be very acceptable presents to the persons who solicit them The 
price would amount to upwards of 1,000 rupees 

I shall be happy to be honoured with the commands of the Hon’ble 
the Governor-General on the subject above referied to 


6 



SAMBALPUR AND CUTTACK AFFAIRS 


Letter No 1 —Reports the circumstances that led to the capture of the 
fori of Sambalporc hy an officer of RaghoJI Colcbrookc Informs 
the Raja of Sambalporc cnjoj’cd semi independent status and 
possibly the rapture of his strongest fort ma> lead to the complete 
subjufjation of his Icrrllorlcs 

bROM-H COirRROOKr RI^IDrNT AT NAGPUR 

To— Tin: RIGHT HON Bl C CARl OF MORNINGTON 
GOVFRNOR GLNPRAL 


NaSl^tir Apnl ]800 


Intcllljicncc wai ycitords) receded that the fort of Sambalpur has 
Been lurpnzcd b) the Raia of Berar t troopj and taken iMth little rcai«t 
ance Thii occurrence has been deemed of lufficient mcfjnitudc to be 
announced b> a lalutc uhicli was >citcrda> fired from the part of 
Artillery 


2 Sambalpur wai the principal rortresr of a Chief of Mountnincerff 
who takes his title from that place and >vho holds on oxtcnslvo tract* of 
country between Chatesffarh (i c Ruttunpur) and Cuttack He was nomi 
nall> subject to the Go\cmmcntj but did almost mamtam independent 
and onl> paid small tribute %cry irrcflularl) GovcminE a numerous tribe 
of hardy mountaineers and posscssme such a stronchold at Sambalporc, 
he had been hitherto able to elude the power of the Raja of Berar and 
all attempts to subdue his country had been invariably failed The rcduc 
tion of hiB strongest fortress will it is ihoupht be now followed by his 
speedy submission and by the full establishment- of the Mahratto 
authonty throughout hii tcmtorlcs 


The sudden attack which has been thus successful was not pre- 
concerted Chlndajee Bhonsln an officer of the Raja s troops being in that 
neighbourhood strayed with two rocket men into the forest of Bamboo 
lanes which surrounds the Fort and coming unexpectedly upon It found 
It carelessly guarded and remarked that the wall had fallen into the ditch 
in one plbce He eventually threw a rocket into the Fort by which the 
thatched buildings it contains were acadcntallj set on fire Observing 
that the Garrison was busied in endeavouring to extinguish the fire with 
out suspecting the occasion of it Chindajcc sent for troops from the Camp 
who amved m time to surprize the Fort They made themselvci maslers 
of It and put the Gamion to the sword 


4 Should this success be followed by the complete reduction of the 
countrv belonging to the Chief of Sambalpur it might certainly be con 
sidcred at an important event to the Raja of Berar since the strength 
of hu dominions will be much locreased by thus connecting differem 
ports of them which were in a manner cut off from each other while an 
almost mdcficDdent chief occupied an mtermeduitc extensive tract of the 
country 
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Letter Ko 2 — ^The letter suggests to the Rajas the advantages they will 
gam by forming an alliance with the British Government on condi- 
tion of paying an annual tribute of five gold Mohars every year. 

From— THE COMMISSIONERS FOR THE AFFAIRS OF THE 
SUBAH OF ANDERI, CUTTACK, 

To— THE RAJAS OF SAMBALPORE, SONEPORE AND BOAD 

Cuttack, 13th December 1803 

You will have no doubt heard that PI is Excellency the Governor- 
General has been pleased to appoint us, Lieut -Col George Harcourt, 
Commanding the British Troops in the Subah of Anderi, and Mr John 
Melville, Commissioner for the Affairs of the said Subah As the boundary 
of this Subah and your country are near each other and as you are ihe 
principal Raja of these provinces, we are desirou"? of establishing such a 
friendship with you as will prohibit the idea of our being on any other 
footing Such an alliance would be a great advantage to you which is an 
. . . to us The strict adherence of the Hon’ble the Company to the 

alliances they form and their fulfilment of engagements once entered into, 
is known to all the world and no doubt you are acquainted with it If. 
therefore, you establish a friendship with them you may expect to derive 
substantial advantages therefrom It would not be proper in us to receive 
any Peishcush or other present fromi you more than customary from 
friends, as what may be necessary to show your esteem for the Company, 
but if you will send five Gold Mohars annually it will be received In 
order that the friendship which we have thus laid a foundation for, should 
de permanently and firmly established between both parties, we enclose 
you two contracts, one in the name of the Company to you which ve have 
signed, and another from you to the Company Should you keep 
possession of the one signed by us, and return the other with your sig- 
nature, our friendship is firmly established, and from the moment you 
aign the enclosed contract you may consider yourself as an ally of the 
Hon’ble Company and desist from paying the tribute which you formerly 
paid to the Mahrattas and on no account pay them that due for the i 
and present years 

The Hon’ble Company will not require anv Pesheush or other con- 
sideration for their friendship or protection 

If you send a Vak-eel here he shall receive a dress with which we beg 
leave to present you 

(A True Copy ) 

Copy of an agreement entered into by Lieut -Colonel George Harcourt 
and Mr John Melville, Commissioners for the affairs of the Subah of 
Anderi m the name of the Hon’ble Company with Jugat Singh, Raia of 
Sambalpore, Purte Singh, Raja of Sonepore, and Juguteshwar Deo, 
Raja of Boad, written on the 13th December 1803 

Agreement 

We, Lieut -Col George Harcourt Bahadur, Commanding the British 
Troops in and Commissioner for the affairs of the Province of Anderi, and 
Mr John Melville, Commissioner for the affairs of the said Subah, having 
been appointed Commissioners for the arrangement of the affairs of this 
Subah by His Excellency the Governor-General, enter into an agr-eement 
with the , Ra]a of . . , in the name of the 

Company according to the following articles — 

1st — ^We engage to receive five gold Mohars annually as wish of 
courtesy. 1 
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2nJ — It it v,cll kno^\n that the Hon bic Compan> be friend nnd 
support upon all occationi those Pnncct that form an aiiiancc \\ilii them 
and that those wlio are in fncndihlp with them remain suitable returns 
If the said Rnji uill continue on hit part to maintain the friendship 
required of him notlunc shall be ^^antini; on the part of Hon bIc Com 
pnn> to rcpa> such friendship in the most minute alto 
(A True Cop> ) 


Lcllcr No 3 —The letter reports the state of affairs of the CutlacK 
province ceded by RafihojI ^nlI Ihcrcforc Is an Important letter 

from-thh commissioners for the afiairs of 

CUTTACK 

To-MAJOR GENERAL WELLESLEY 

rutiflct, 19(h January 18(M 

We have had the honour to acquaint you that Hii Excellency the 
Mott Noble the Governor Central has been pleaded to communicate to us 
a copy of the Treaty of Peace concluded b> you on the part of the Hon hie 
r>ast India Company and its alliot vviih the Raja of Derar on the 17th 
Uccember 1803 

2 His 1 xcclicncy has been pleated to direct our particular attention 
to the 2nd article of the Treaty by ^hlch llic Province of Cuttack and the 
port and district of Balasorc arc ceded in perpetual sovereignty to the 
Hon bic Company, and for the purpose of specifying the tcrritorict c^cd 
in perpetuity by that article His Excellency hat commanded us to afford 
you all the information we ore possessed of respecting the limits of Cuttock 
proper and of Balasorc with Its dependencies 

3 With the view to the execution of the lOlh article of the treaty 
wherein it is stipulated that a list of the names of such dependents and 
tributaries to the Roja of Berar who may have concluded engagements 
with flic British authorities during the late contest shall be delivered to 
the Raia of Berar after the treaty shall have been ratified by Hu Excel 
lency the Most Noble the Governor General in Council His Excellency 
has been further pleased to command us to forword to you a list of those 
feudatory Chieftains whose possessions are not within the limits of Cuttack 
proper with whom we have either bc^n or concluded engagements for 
the transfer of their allegiance to the orltUh Government and to com 
municate to you the state of our negotiations with any such persons at the 
period of time when we received the intelligence of the Treaty of Peace 
with the Raja of Berar 

4 In obedience to the commands of His Excellency contained in the 
2nd para of this letter we feel happy at being able to state that the 
boundaries of few countries are better known or more distinctly marked 
than those of the Province of Cuttack nor has the conquest of any country 
or the obedience of its subjects been more completely or unequivocally 
established 

5 The Province of Cuttack includes the Port and district of Balasorc 
Balaiore being a sub-diviiion of the province 

6 The country called by the Mahrattai the Soubah of Cuttack com 
pnses two-thirdi of possessions one of which u dutmguiiht^ by the name 
of Moghul Bundy, the second by that of Gurgaut The first was conei 
dered actual^ in the poiseuion of the Government as a Royal Dominion 
or lands held direct from Government without any intermeaiatc superior 
the second held by the tributary chieftains paying a stipulate Revenue 
to Government and who arc the intermediate superiors l>etween the Gov 
ernraent and the tenant of the soil 
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7 The boundaries of these united possessions are to the Eastward, 
the Sea , to the Westward, the Mahratta Province of Chattisgarh , to the 
Southward, the Chilka lake and the Ganjam district, and to the Northward, 
the districts of Jellasore and Midnapore and the province of Beerboom 

8 Within the undoubted limits and actually under the acknowledged 
authority of Cuttack, beginning at Gumsoor (an ancient possession of the 
British Government in the Northern Gircars) and proceeding towards the 
British Province of Beerboom, are the Gurjat possessions of (ll) Khardice 
(Khurdha), (2) Duspallah, (3) Angole, (i4) Hindole, (5) Dakanal, which last 
]oins the independent territories, (|6) Banay, Baumera and (7) Keon- 
jur 

9 We do not conceive it necessary to submit to you any observa- 
tions regarding the Lohardarge territories and its dependents as they have 
been so correctly detailed in flis Excellency’s dispatch to your address of 
the 9th instant 

10 The tributary landholders whose lands are situated within thf* 
undoubted limits of the Soubah of Cuttack, as detailed in the 8th para-- 
graph of this letter have long since done homage to our Government and 
with almost all oTthem particular engagements have been formally exe- 
cuted, though some of which remain unsettled, being only delayed by 
necessary investigation and explanation We beg to notice m passing that 
ir was not because it appeared to us that particular engagements were 
necessary to ensure their allegiance or obedience but that we considered 
the mea&ure as a guard against future misunderstanding on both sides 

11 The independent Raja of Koomur is a renter of part of the 
Moghulbundy territory m Cuttack, and should undoubtedly be included 
under the provisions of the 2nd and 10th articles of the Treaty of Deogaum, 
as we are hereby expecting his agreement to become a tributary for the 
whole of his possessions in consequence of the arrangements we have pro- 
posed to him 

12 We now beg leave to proceed to the consideration of the subject 
contained in the 3rd para of this letter, regarding the arrangements we 
have begun or concluded with Chieftains’ tributary to the Raja of Berar 
whose possessions though not included within the Soubah of Cuttack pro- 
per, yet -appear to come within the provisions of the 10th article of the 
treaty These consist of the R.ajas of Boad, Ramgiir, Sonepore and 
Sambalpore and their territories are within the Chattisgarh Province 
immediately on the Western frontier or boundary of Cuttack, towards the 
Mahratta dominions 

13 The grounds upon which we conceive them as coming within the 
provisions of the 10th article of that Treaty are as follows 

lA On the 14th November, Lieut -Col Harcourt received information 
flora Major Forbes, then commanding a detachment stationed at the Bara- 
mall pass that Vakeels had arrived in his camp from Boad and Ramgnur 
requesting to be made acquainted with and promising on the part of the 
Chiefs whom they represented to obey, all such orders as he might please 
to give them 

15 On the 17th November Vakeels reached Major Forbes from Sone- 
pore with a similar application on the part of the Banai, the Raja Betten 
Singh being m confinement at Nagpore. 

16 To each of these Vakils, Major Forbes delivered proclamation 
founded on the instructions of His Excellency the Most Noble the Gover- 
nor-General to the Officer Commanding the Troops in the Province of 
Cuttack, copy of which is enclosed No I, and the Vakeels were told by 
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Major Forbes that he would acquaint the chief nuthorit> in Cuttack v/ith 
the oilcn of obedience and solicitations for the protection tendered by 
those Vakeels from Konepoor Bond and Jtamfliir and that when lie rc- 
cci\cd answers to those communications lie would acciuaint them witli it 

17 The Vakeels sent h> Lieut Col Hnreourt to Bold art at present 
residing at th"J place wlitrc the Raja treats them with cNcry kindness a 
cop> of a letter rcccncd from that Chief is also enclosed No 5 h> which 
Ins desire to be taken under the protection of the British Government is 
sufhcicntB proved 

i» « « • 

19 No answers or reports ln\c been received either from ‘^onepoor 
oi Ramfiur but surcl> the application of the Clncf authorities in those dit 
triclSj addressed to Major I orhes hv Vakeels sent for the cxprcfi purpose 
of soliciting the protection of (he British Government and on the rccciDt 
ol which the pipers referred to in the 17lh para of this Iclkr were immcdi 
atclj dispatclicd by special messengers or Vakeels from Cuttack entitles 
the bonepoor and Ramgur Cliicfs to the protection thej solicited if it 
should be considered desirable to extend it to ibcm 

20 The olhcial intelligence of the conclusion of Peace with the Raji 
of Berar was received in Cuttack on the ]4lh January subsequent to the 
receipt of dispatches from Major Broughton dated on the 3rd January 
announcing the conaucst of Sambalporc and the submission of the district 
of Sonepoor to the British detachment under the command of that officer 

21 It appears to us expedient to observe to you that the District of 
Smg Boom which has been long m our possession is not included In lhe 
Soubah of Cuttack and would therefore require being parlicularl> specified 

22 Although it may not be particularly required by vou we have 
nevertheless thought it advisable to enclose to >ou No fi a complete list 
of all the Tributaries within the undoubted limits of the Province of Cut 
tack We have (he honour to be Sir with the greatest respect >our most 
obedient humble servants 

GEO HARCOURT Lt Col. 

COmnumding in Cuttack and 
Commtisiover for the Scttlcinciit of the Proitncc 

, J MFIVILIE 

Commtsiioncr for the Affairs of the Province 

Letter No 4 —The letter and the enclosures supply valuable Information 
about the political relations behveen the Subhedar of ^tanpore 
and Orrisa states Enclosures 3 and 4 are the translations of the 
letters that Keshao Govlnd Subahdar of Ratanpore wrote to P^Jor 
Broughton commanding a detachment at Sarabalpore (No 3) and 
that the latter wrote to the former (No 4) They give us a glimpie 
of the state of things In those regions of northern Orrisa states 
where the authority of the Bhonsla had been established a few years 
before 

From— LT COL BROUGHTON 

To— M FLPHINSTONE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Camp at Samhalpur 2n3 P'cbrtiary 1801 

1 hove the honour to acki^ledge the receipt of your letter of the 26 h 
ultimo and of one from the Hon ble "Major General Wellesley dated -th- 
27th 
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From the moment that I became acquainted with the conclusion or 
peace, I have taken no steps hostile to the rights or interests of the Raja 
of Berar You will perceive, however, from the enclosures in this dis- 
patch, how essential it is to the security of the Zamindars who have 
attached themselves to us, as well as to the maintenance of the British 
good faith, that the Purgunnahs specified in my statement of the 28th 
ultimo should be retained by the British Government 

Having no means of knowing the present residence of the Hon’ble 
Major-General Wellesley to whom, as well as yourself I am ordered bv 
the Governor-General to transmit copies of my letter to Fort William, I 
take the liberty of requesting that after perusal you will be pleased to 
transmit this despatch (or a copy of it) to the Camp with all convenient 
expedition 

To-JOHN I.TTMSDEN FSQR , CHTFF SECRETARY TO 
GOVERNMEN V 
Sir, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of vour letter of the 
16th ultimo conveying to me the grateful intelligence of the approbation 
\\ith which it has pleased His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor- 
General in Council to regard the operations of the detachment under my 
command 

'I'he subject of the 3rd, 4th and 5th paragraphs of vour letter being in 
a great measure anticipated by the contents of my dispatch to the Hon’hle 
Major-General Wellesley and the Hon’blc M Elphinstone of the 29th' 
ultimo regarding which time has not elapsed sufficient to a-lmit of a repl>, 
it only remains for me to obey that part of your instructions which requires 
my sentiments on the means best adopted for securing by the interposi- 
tion of the British Government, to all who are entitled to it, the perma 
nent engagement of all their just rights and privileges 

After the most mature consideration of this point of which I am Cdpable, 

I confess my inability to suggest any plan which would secure the Zamin- 
dars of the province of Sambalpore or Patna in the engagements of their 
Kist rights and privileges 

To the attainment of this object a total change in the principles and 
maxims which have hitherto guided the Berar Government in its conduct 
m those remote and unproductive districts would m the first instance be 
indispensable, but even in the event of such an alteration the habits of 
extortion and injustice which the Mahratta Officers have acquired under 
the insufficient and weak Government to which they belong, the distance of 
the seat of Empire and the total want of communication between it and 
the provinces in question, together with the glaring irregularity and insub- 
ordination of the troops who receive no pay but what is individually col- 
lected and are let loose upon the country for this purpose, would, in my 
apprehension, render the good intentions of the Government unavailing 
On the other hand, the Zamindars from long and painful experience have 
acquired so thorough a distrust in and bitter aversion to the Mahratta 
Government that no appearances however sincere would again induce 
them to place confidence in or be reconciled to their former sovereign 
Rome very late occurrence in the province of Ruttenpore indeed where 
Bishoo Jiven Subadar under the pretence of a suspected correspondence 
with me has been dispossessing and in' some circumstances putting to 
death bv torture, a number of Zamindars, cannot but have added force to 
this sentiment, and on the whole, I feel it to be my duty most explicitly 
to submit it as-my opinion to the consideration of His Excellency in Coun- 
cil that a restoration of the district of Sambalpore and Patna to the Raig 
of Berar will be productive of a renewal of all the ancient grievance to tKeir 
inhabitants- notwithstanding any engagement to the contrary that’ might 
be obtained frpjp the Beraj Court 
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The utmojl tranquillilj prcxaili through ihcsc diitricti and 1 purpoic 
m m> prcitnl »itualion the ultimate order* of Government and 
the rcpl> of tljc Hon Ide Major General Wtllcslc) to mv dispatch of the 
2yth ultimo winch the prc*cncc of the Ranee of Sambalpore will enable 
me immediate!) to act upon 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Camp at S^mbaltorf "Vour most obedient servant 

18th February 1804 T S UROUGHTON 


To-JOHN I UMSDPN PSQ CHIEP SLCRrTARY TO 
GOVl RNMENT 


Sir 


I have the honour to acknowtcdcc the receipt of your letter of the 9th 
instant and to refer to mine of the Wth ultimo and j8th instant, in which 
I have obeyed the commands of Hi* nxcclicney the Governor General id 
C ouncil to the best of m> judj;mcnt and information 

The enclosed letter* from Kc*hoo Govjnd Soubadar of Rattanporc 
more particular!) that marked No 4 (in which he eiprc**!^ requires that 
the Ranee of Sambalpore with the other Zamindar* and their familic* who 
have attached themself to the Biiliih Government ihouid be delivered PP 
VivTsv lor pv«w»VYmew\4 \ Vrvav cnvwco \o Hv* Fr^ecUonev m CouwCvl 
that 1 did not overrate in mv letter of the 18th instant the fatal con 
quence* to the Zammdari which wrould be the infallible rciult of the 
rcftoration of these diitnct* to the Raja of Berar 

I have received two letter* from the Hon blc M riphinitonc written 
al the express dctlrc of Maharaja Ragojee Bhonsla to acquaint me with 
ih© conclusion of peace and to prevent the further advance of my detach 
ment 

I likewise beg leave to transmit a letter from the Hon blc Major 
General Wellesley received on the 19th instant 

The mdiipoiition of Lieut Roughsedg© prevents my accompanyiPfi 
the whole of Keshoo Govmd s fetters with translation 

In conformity to the order* of Government copies of ray letters of 
^e l8th and this dispatch hove been transmitted to the Hon ble Major 
General Wellesley and the Hon ble M Elphmstone 

I have the honour to be 
Sir 

Camp at Sambalpore "Your most obedient bumble tervant 

22nd February 1804 E S BROUGHTON 
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Translation oj a letter from Keshoo Go^ind Snhadai to Major Broughton ^ 
dated the 13th Shoieal or 27th January and leceived on the 3rd oj 
February 1804 

After compliments 

I had some time since this pleasure, and I hope you received the 
information conveyed in my letter In addition I have to say, I hear you 
intend coming to this place, which is of no consequence, provided you 
come as a friend but you, by the persuation of disloyal persons, and sedi- 
tious zamindars, viz , Bhoop Singli, the fountain of rebellion, Sadasee 
Beydar, the Ranee, etc , have permitted them to cut off part of the forces 
of my Government stationed in Sonepore and to take prisoners the 
remainder carrying off a plunder of nearly ten lacks of rupees destroying 
wantonly a number of helpless persons, and degrading the innocent without 
cause This conduct appears so contrary to the character of English 
gentlemen, that they never have, or will be capable of it The rules of 
friendship however (since I consider my Government and your as one) 
require that you send to me those disloyal persons with their families on 
the other hand should any communal or seditiou& subject of yours be in 
this place, I will myself apprehend and forward them to you, agreeable 
to the laws of friendship The news from the Southward stands thus, that 
the Maharaja Raghojee Bhonsla and Uncajec Bhonsla have renewed their 
ancient friendship with the General of the British Troops which had been 
interrupted through the means of Dowlat Rao Sindia, and exchanged the 
usual presents to their general satisfaction The Raja has likewise again 
obtained full possession of his ancient territories The General has also 
marched towards Ellichpore leaving Mr Elphinstone as Resident at the 
Court of Berar 

When first I heard of your arrival at Gangpore. I addressed my Gov- 
ernment on the subject, in reply I received by a Camel Dawkia a letter 
from the Resident to your address, which I now transmit, and hope you 
will derive full information from it, at that time your conquest of Sambal- 
pore was not known but I have transmitted an account of it, which when 
received will doubtless produce letters for you both from Calcutta and 
the General 

Since the Rajas of Sambalpore and Sonepore are in the presence (at 
Nagpore) I hope you will prevent those disloyal persons, viz , Bhoop 
Singh, Swadasee Beydar (Bahedar), the Ranee of Sambalpore, etc , from 
plundering and devastating the country, as otherwise it will occasion much 
trouble and embarrassment between the two Governments hereafter 

I likewise suggest that you will restore to the prisoners still with you 
their property, arms, etc , providing for their expenses out of the Cow’rees 
left in the fort and treating them with all possible kindness 

I hope to receive your friendly letters frequently 

(A True Translation ) 

Translation of a letter^ from Lieut -Colonel E S Bronghton to Keshoo 
Govind in reply in his oj the 29th January 

After compliments 

I have received and fully comprehend your letter conveying an English 
one to my address Since the ancient friendship of the Circars is renewf'd 
witE additional strength, do not entertain the smallest apprehension of mv 
advancing beyond the boundaries of Sambalpore, be assured I have no such 
intention, with respect to your troops stationed in Sonepore, had their 
Siidar voluntarily come in and submitted to^ my detachment a capitulation 
'suitable to the circumstances of his situation would have been irranted 
him, but as he thought proper to take the field in arms, and began to 

7 
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plunder and dcrvaitalc the countr> n Brltiih OfRccr and a Company of 
bcpoyi x\ith Bhoon Sinph Jemmadnr \^a8 detached to attack him and jn 
the execution of tni* order If the British Troops acquired ten lakhs and 
ten thousand rupees it is Immaterial but >ou V7iH know that to have 
jtamed fi\c thousand rupees from those people or their effects v-as a matter 
of impotslbilit) 

Tlic other points >ou have adxcrtcd to respccllnft Soncporc arc found 
cd on coinll> false and erroneous eroundi The pnioncn on their arrival 
at this pmcc ucrc set at libcrl> ^Mln mone> for their expenses and the 
\\oundcd arc taken care of some for Instance xs ho arc rect>%crcd arc sent 
along Tilth >our Hircarrahs to Uultcnporc from them >ou \mH learn the 
truth Those who arc not >ct rcco\crcd will be hereafter sent to >ou 

I beg jou to believe how sincerely 1 rejoice at the renewal of peace 
between the two governments and that when I learn the precise nature of 
the articles of the treat) the imollcsl deviation from them will not proceed 
from me 

'lou likewise beg me to prevent the pcrgunnalii of Soncporc etc from 
being plundered b> the diiafTcctcd 7amindars etc but on this head I beg 
you will make yourself perfect!) cas) The Anumicch of your master in 
these countries had alrcid) so cfTcclualK devastated the nergunnahs that 
nothing remained to be earned off since our possession of them however 
new arrangements have improved their stole and brought back the fugitive 
Inhabitants Respecting the Cowries in the Fort 1 have onl> to observe 
that if they arc not the propert) of )our Government and the owner of 
them comes here and points out where (hc) arc deposited he is at full 
liberty to carry them away 

You likewise 10 ) that the Pngllsh letter sent from the Resident was 
written on his leaving our arrival at Gangporc this also is erroneous the 
letter being written after our arrival at Sambalporc 

(A True Translation ) 


Letter No 5 — The letter and Its enclosures explain the Governor-General 6 
decision to include the tcnrllories of Ma>'urbhanJ and to the 
north-eastern side of the SuvamarcKha river within the provineg/of 
Oittack ceded according to the Treaty of Deogaon by the Bhonsla 
The reasons for affording British protection to the Rajas of 
Keonjhar Sonepar Boad Sambalpore etc lying between Ratanpnr 
and Midnapur who formerly came within the sphere of Ra^oJI s 
authority are stated This hinterland to the province of Attack 
forming some of the Orrisa stales of today thus slipped out of the 
hands of Raghoji 

From— SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT FORT WILLIAM 
To— M ELPHINSTONE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fdrt William Ath March 1804 

You have been fomlihed with copies of the dispatches from the 
Commissioner* for the affairs of Cuttack addressed to the HonTile Major 
General Wellesley under dates the 19th and 29th of January containing 
Q statement of the engagement* concluded by them with leveral Chieftains 
occupying temtorie* within the limit* and In the vicinity of the province of 
Cuttack and of the initructioni of the Governor General m Council to the 
Commissioners founded on the former of those dispatches and Lieutenant 



Colonel Broughton has transmitted to you a copy of his address to the 
lion’ble Major General Wellesley of the 28th of January communicating 
the nature and extent of the engagements concluded by that Officer with 
the Prince of Sambalpore, the Raja of Patna and with the Principal 
Zammdars of those jProvmces With reference however to the eventual 
miscarriage of that dispatch, I am directed to transmit a copy of it enclosed 
in this letter 

2 The Hon’ble Major General Wellesley m his dispatch to the 
Governor-Gcneial in Council of dates subsequent to his receipt of letters 
from the Commissioners of Cuttack, to which the preceding paragraph 
refers, has expressed considerable doubts with regard to the justice of 
considering the cases stated by the Commissioners to be subject to the 
operation of the 10th Article of the Treaty of Deogaon and has declared 
his intention to suspend his instructions to you, for the final adjustment of 
those cases until Major General Wellesley, shall have received the 
Governor-General in Council’s reply to the reference which Major General 
Wellesley has deemed it necessar>' to make upon that subject 

3 His Excellency m Council being anxious for the adjustment of all 
questions arising out of the Treaty of Deogaon with the least practicable 
delay, has directed me to transmit to you the enclosed copy of a dispatch 
of this date to the Honourable Major General Wellesley, containing the 
detail of His Excellency in Council’s sentiments and final resolution on 
the cases stated by the Commissioners for the affairs of Cuttack and by 
Lieutenant -Colonel Broughton to the subject to the operation of the 
10th Article of the Treaty of Deogaon and you will proceed to the 
adjustments of those cases on the principles explained in that dispatch 

4 It IS to be expected that the Raja of Berar may receive with regret, 
the Governor-General in Council’s determination with respect to the 
tributaries and dependants of his Government with whom the Officers of 
the British Government have concluded engagements 

3 The enclosed document will enable you to explain to His Highness 
the grounds of the Governor-General in Council’s decision, and it will be 
your duty to satisfy His Highness that the indispensable necessity of 
maintaining the obligations of our public faith has alone influenced His 
Excellency in Council’s determination with regard to the Chieftains and 
territories which form the subject of discussion. In testimony of this fact, 
as Wjpll as with a view to regard the interests of the Raja of Berar in the 
utmost practicable degree you will state to the Raja that the British 
Government is disposed not only to guarantee to His Highness the annual 
receipt of the full amount of Revenue or Tribute which he derived from 
the Chieftains and territories m question, but even to compensate by any 
practicable means for this unavoidable reduction of the extent of his 
dominions 

6 You will state to His Highness that the British Government has 
no interest m wishing to establish its authority over those Chieftains .and 
that under the arrangement which has now become necessary, it is not the 
intention of the British Government to exercise any authority over them, 
that the British Government would with great satisfaction concur in the 
restoration of the territories m question, to the dominion of the Raja of 
Berar provided the Chieftains and Zemindars who occupy them would 
consent to release the British Government from the obligations of its 
guarantee by which its faith is pledged to protect those persons, and the 
districts in their possession from the future authority and control of the 
M'aharatta power, but that any arrangement by which those persons should 
be ^gain placed under the dominion of His Highness, without their 
previous consent would constitute a violation of our public faith 
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7 In tilt casc» in question the obii^tion of ouf cn&i^cmcnti would 
not be fulfilled nitrtl) O) protecting those penoni from an) molestation 
on account of llic allaclimtnt which thc> liaxt manifested to the riritiih 
cause during the course of tlic war since the faith of the JJntish Govern 
picnt IS pledged to alTord to the persons concerned in the present dis 
cutsion permanent sccuntv against the future exercise of an> authority 
over them on the part of the Government of Berar 

8 In tins plicc I am directed to advert to the conferences which you 
held with the Minister of the R^a of Berar on the subject of Sambalporc 
ns detailed in >our dispatch No 1 dated the 27th Janunrj. His Excellency 
lU Council entirely approves the judgment and prudence which you 
manifested on (hat occasion and observes that the tenor of ^our discourse 

II the Minister was judiciously calculated to prepare the Raja of Berar for 
the contingency which has actually occurred 

9 The following is the detail of the arrangement which Hit Excellency 

III Council deems it advisable to adopt with respect to tlio c persons 
formerly the subjects or tributaries of the State of Berar who appear by 
the reports of the Commissioners for the affairs of Cuttack and by 
1 icutcnnnt Colonel Broughton to have become entitled to the permanent 
protection of the British Government — 

(i) That tliosc persons be exempted from the exercise of an\ authority 
whatever on the part of the Raja of Berar or of the British Government 

(ii) That with the exception of those persons who by the terms of their 
engagements have been exempted from the payment of tribute to the 
British Government the remaining persons of the dcscnplion Mated m the 
preceding part of this pnragraph hereafter pa) to the Bntish Government 
the amount of the Revenue or tribute which they formerly paid to the 
Government of Berar 

(ill) That the aggregate amount of the revenue or tnbutc vhich pre- 
viously to the War the Raia of Berar denved from the tcmtoncs described 
in the preceding part of this paragarph be paid annually by the Bntish 
(jovcinmcnl to luclt person ns the Rnja of Berar shall appoint to receive it, 
either within the limits of the British possessions or the British 

Resident at Nagpur 

(iv) That in the event of a foilurr in the payment of Ihtir stipulated 
tribute, on the part of those persons from whom tribute or revenue is dc 
nmndablc or in the event of any conduct or the poet of a^ of those persons 
m question of a nature injunous to the interest of the Raja of ^rar or 
inconiiitent with the spirit and intent of this arrangement the British 
Government shall withdraw its protection from the person so acting 

10 With a view to carry this oirangcment into effect you will en 
deavour to ascertain the amount of tribute or Revenue actually rcaliicd 
by the Raja of Berar from the districts in question The Commissioners 
for the affairs of Cuttack will be instructed to communicate to you what 
eves information they may be able to obtain on this subject from the public 
records of the late Maharatta Government The statement oncloi^ in 
Lieutenant Colonel Broughton s dispatch to the Honourable Major Gene- 
ral Wellesley of the 28th January contains an account of the Revenues 
derived from Sambalporc and Patna but it wiU be proper that you should 
ascertain the accuracy or correct the (torn) account by obtaining mfor 
mation on the subject from the Rnja of Berar s Mootuiuddics 

11 His Excellency m Council deems it proper that a supplementary 
article should be added to the Treaty of Dcogaon specifying the namcf 
and territory of the persons who are the subject of the inlcnd^ arrange- 
ments and the obligations which that arrangement imposes on the Rajg of 
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Berar, and the British Government The draft of such a supplementary 
jrticle IS enclosed in this dispatch, you will require the Raja of Berar to 
execut: an article in conformity thereto and you will transmit that article 
so executed for the purpose of being ratified by the Governor-General in 
(louncil 

12 I am further directed to desire that you will endeavour to ascertain 
what will probably be considered by the Raja of Berar to be an adequate 
compensation for the loss of his power independently of revenue over that 
part of his former dominion, which will be lost to him by this arrangement 
The plan proposed by the Governor-General in Council indemnifies the 
K-ija of Berar for the loss of revenue or tribute but he may still expect in- 
demnification for the loss of dominion, and the Governor-General in 
Council IS sincerely disposed to give a liberal consideration to any such 
claim You will report the information which you may obtain on this 
point together with your opinion upon the question for the notice of His 
Fxcellency in Council 

13 In conformity to the stipulation of the 10th Atricle of the Treaty 
of Deogaon, a list of the persons with whom engagements have been con- 
fludcd on the part of the British Government under the signature of His 
Excellency the Most Noble the Governor-General in Council is enclosed 
lor the purpose of being delivered to the Raja of Berar You will explain 
lo His Highness that the necessity of awaiting the reports of the several 
authorities employed in negotiations with His Highness’s subjects and 
tributaries, precluded the practicability of transmitting this list at an 
earlier period of time 

14 The separate list of districts and their respective Zamindars to 
which the paragraph of the instructions to the Hon’ble Major General 
Wellesley of which a copy accompanies this dispatch refers is also enclosed 
for your information 

15 I am directed by His Excellency in Council to take this oppor- 

B nity of acknowledging the receipt of your dispatches to His Excellency the 
overnor-Genecal of the dates and numbers specified m the margin and to 
communicate to you His Excellency in Council’s entire approbation of the 
discretion and ability which you have manifested in conducting the negotia- 
I'ons at the Court of file Raj'a of Berar, since your appointment to act in 
that station 


To— THE HON’BLE MAJOR GENERAL WELLESLEY ‘ 

Sir, 

1 am directed by His Excellencv the Most Noble the Governor-General 
in Council to acknowledge the receipt of your letters under dates the 8th, 
10th, 11th and 13th February, on the subject of the cession and arrahge- 
ments to be made under the 2nd and 10th articles of the treaty of Deogaon 
and to communicate to you the observations and instructions of His 
Excellency in Council on the points referred in those dispatches to His 
Excellency’s consideration 

2 Although the doubts expressed in your letter of the 8th of February 
with respect to the resolution of His Excellency the Govetnor-General 
relative to the districts forpierly in the possession of the Raj'a Of Berar 
situated within the province of Midnapore and to the districts of Mohorbuni 
and Its dependencies have been removed by your subsequent receipt of 
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the GoNcrnor General m Councils Intlruclions to the Commii- 
noncri for the nlTnin of Cuttack under date the 2*1111 of January HU 
Exccllcnc> in Council itill dctmi it proper that you should be apprized of 
the nr^mentf consideration! of \^lnc}i have influenced HU I xceilcncy in 
Council c decision of those (lucstions 

3 The districts situated on the north eastern side of the river 
Sonbanreka (Soobarnarckha) certiinl^ arc not included in the geographical 
limits of the province of Cuttack The district of Moliur Bunj (Ma>ur 
bhanj) however, according to the report of the Commissioners for the 
nnain of Cuttack the accuracy of winch as far as it regards that oucslion 
IS corroborate b) the opinion of the Surveyor General is comprized within 
the hraiti of that province 

4 According to every information which Government possesses on 
iho subject Balaiore it not a name of a district but of a town >nd where 
an officer it stationed on the part of the Government of Berar to colleti 
the Revenue of certain districts situated on the northward and wcslword of 
that place In the Persian and Mahratta transcripts of the Treaty of 
Dcogaon. Balaiore Is not termed as a district In that part of the 2nd 
article which relates to Balosorc the cessions arc described under the 
denomination of thcTalooks of Balasorc which can only be understood to 
mean talooks or districts of which the revenue was paid at Balaiore or in 
other words the dependencies of Balaiore 

5 The districts enumerated in the margin of the dispatch from the 
Govcrt\or General in Council to your address of the 9th of January arc 
induded m that description They arc divided into two heads one dis- 
tnets situated on the northeastern side of the Sonbonckn (Sooboranre* 
kha), and t^psc of Mohur Bunje and its dcpcndaocics 

6 The former of those arc situated within the province of Midnnpore 
and VI Mohur Bunje and its dependencies form a part of the province of 
Cuttack it must be referred from their not being inserted m Uic Hit oi 
Gurjaut or tributary lands transmitted to you by the Coinmiuioncrs for 
the affairs of Cuttack that they arc comprehended m the discrlption of 
territory termed Moghulbundc'C It oppears by o report from the Acting 
Judge and Moffiitratc of Midnapore that the districts situat^ on the north 
eastern side of the Sonbanneka ond the district of Mohur Bunje and its 
dependencies were Zamindary tenures and muvt consequently be consider^ 
to be immediate dependencies of that distnct or station at which theif 
revenue was paid 

7 It seems improbable therefore to admit any construction of the 2nd 
article found either on the spint or the letter of that article which wm 
excluded from the stipulated cessions those districts of which the revenne 
was paid at that place 

4L But admitting even on contrary supposition all those districts must 
necessanW be placed under the British authority by the operation of the 
loth article of the Treaty of Deogaon the Persian and Mahratta trans 
CTipti of which expressly state that all engagements concluded with y- gmin 
dars as well os tributaries of the Government of Berar shall b© confirmed 
It IS true that the cnMgenientB included with the zamindar* of the districts 
of north eastern side of the Sopnbanacka (Soobamarekha) were merely 
revenue settlements. But settlements of that description necessarily pre- 
supposed and unquestionably comprehend the reaprocal obligation of 
allegianM and protection between the parties is decidedly as they could 
be established by any form of engagement whatever 
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9 The nature of the enf^ajjements concluded with the Raja or zamin 
dar of Moliur Bunje is stated in the dispatches of the Governor-General in 
Council to your address under date the 9(h January and reouircs no 
comment It mav be proper however to observe that the pcigunnahs or 
districts which arc termed dependencies of Mohur Bunje form a part of 
that district and arc ncccssarilj subject to the operation of those engage- 
ments 

10 At the same time witli lefcrence to that district I am directed to 
obscr^c that cver\ information with respect to the boundaries of the 
province of Cuttack concerns in defininji its north-eastern limits to be the 
river Soobarnarekha The district of Moluir Bunje tl'crcforc being situated 
within that limit and extending in a south-easterly direction to the sen, 
must if that information be correct form a part of the province of Cuttack 

11 The Governor-General deems it extremely important to retain 
possessions of the districts formerly under the authority of the Government 
of Berar situated within the province of Midnaporc and of the district of 
Mohur Bunje and its dependencies and is decidedly of opinion not only 
that the Britisli Government strictly aiilhori/cd to retain posscscion of 
them under the provisions of the Treaty of Dcogaon, but that they could 
not be restored to the authorit\ of Berar WMthout a direct violation of our 
public faith 

12 All the districts which arc the subject of this discussion being 
considered to be ceded bv the 2nd article of Treatv of Dcogaon it appeared 
to be unnecessary in enumerating those districts to specify the names of 
the zamindars to whom they belong, His Exccllcncv in Council has how- 
e\er directed that a separate list of those districts together with the names 
of their respective zamindars be transmitted to the Acting Resident at 
Nagpur 

13 The Governor-General in Council has maturelv considered all the 
observations contained in your dispatches of the 8th, ^ 10th, 11th and 13th 
of February relative to the operation of the 10th article of the Treaty of 
Dcogaon and has directed me to communicate to you His Excellencv in 
Council’s final determination on the points to which your observations are 
directed, and the principles by which it has been regulated With this 
View it IS necessary to state wdiat description of engagements can properly 
be considered to be comprehended under the provisions of the 10th article 
of the Treaty of Deogaon 

14 The object of those provisions was to enable the British Govern- 
ment to maintain the obligation of its faith in all cases in which that faith 
might have been pledged to any of the tributaries or dependant of the Raja 
of Berar’s Government, such as stated to the Vakeels of the Raja of Berar 
and by them understood to be the object of that article It is not neces- 
sary to the validity of an engagement that a Treaty should have been 
formally executed between the parties, but it is necessary that both parties 
should have concurred in certain reciprocal obligations and that satis- 
factory evidence should exist of such a contract It is requisite also for 
the confirmation of any engagement, under fhe 10th article of the Treaty 
of Deogaon, that the obligation of it should have been incurred before the 
conti acting parties received intelligence of the conclusion of peace with 
the Raja of Berar 

15 His Excellency in Council observes that these general principles 
do not differ in substance from those which are stated in your several dis 
patches It remains to apply these general principles to specific cases 



16 The caiM to be decided niii> be (liMilcd into two claiiei nnt thoie 
which haec oriRinatcd in the ncRolintion* of the Commiisloncri for the 
nUtiirt of Cuttack and iccondl> those which hare arisen out of the pro- 
cccdinpi of 1 iculcnant Colonel Droiifllilon 

17 Under the 6nt head arc comprized the eases of the Rajas of 
Koonjur Bond KamRurh and boncporc 

18 Under the second arc comprehended those of the Ranee of 
Samhalporc, the Uaja of Patna and the principal ramindart of those 
proMncci 1 lie procccdlnc* of f iculcnant Colonc! nrouclilon olsn Ir^olvc 
a separate ncfioliation T.ith the Rajat of Sonepoor and Hoad 

19 Hu Ficcllcnc} In Council hai pirticularl> attended to the 
remark! contained In 'illi and Sth mraijraphj of jour letter of the 10th of 
hcbruar> rcfpcctmtl the ii ilurc of the propotals of the Rajai of Koonjur 
Sonepoor Bond and Ramirurh* on wlijcli thu procctdmtJs of the Commis 
tionen with repard to those Cmcftalni ucrc founded 

20 The Go\crnor Gcncnl in Council concur* in opinion with >ou 
that those proposals cannot be considered to conMitulc snecJfic cncice- 
ments Thej ccrtaintj however declare a disposition on the pait of tbc 
author* of them to connect tlicir intcrciti with those of the British Go\crn 
ment and to place thcmtcl\ci under its protection The *mccrilji of this 
professed disposition must be estimated b> the circumtwncc* of their iltua 
tion and juacinff bj that standard there i* c\cry reason to bcIle^c their 
profcsiion* f*na their ofTcr* to hart been sincere No outward indication* 
of solicitude to accept the protection of the British Goxernment can be 
more decided than those afforded h\ tho Chieftains aboNc mcnlioDfed The 
British Authority m Cuttack therefore was justified in receiving hose pr^ 
posaU as ofTcrc of submission and mutt be conitdcrcd to have pledged the 
laith of the British Government afford Its protection to those Chieftains 
by accepting such offers of submission 


21 The Villages rented by the Raja of Koonjur arc stated by the 
Colnmissionert to form a part of the province of Cuttack and arc conse 
qucntly ceded to the British Government by the second article of the 
Treaty of Dcogaon 

22 The Commissioners positively state that ns far as regard* fhc dli 
trict of Koonjur the Raja was entirely independent of the Government of 
Berar The validity of our engagement therefore with that Chieftain 
annot be affected by ony construction of the lOtb article of the Treaty of 
Deogaon 


23 Advertmg however to the propress of the ncgoclation between the 
Commissioners and the Raja of Koonjur at the time which the Gommu 
sioner* receded intimation of the conclusion of Peace with the Raja of 
u Govcmor^encral m Council concurs in the opinion stat^ fn 

of the letter of the Commissioner# to your q'^^et* of 

tncT^th of January 


24 In the month of November the Raja of Koontur transmitted an 
application to the Coramisiioncrs expressing his desire to connect his 
i?*^mhonty British Government to place himself under 


^ In cons^uence of this application the Commissioners in the 
° fi? to the Raja the terras which should 
regulate the relation proposed to be established l^twcen the Brifjih Gov 

the hith of the British Goverament 
1 ^® proposed engagement provided the Raja of 
Koonjur should consent to It No measure was adopted to prosecute the 



negociation after the Commissioners received the intelligence of the peace 
and the convenience of the Raja although not received by the Commis' 
sioners until after the arrival of that intelligence, was the result of a 
previous measure 

26 The receipt by the Commissioners of the Raja’s reply subsequently 
to their having obtained the intelligence of peace, can only effect the ques- 
tion in the degree in which it may serve to testify the actual period of the 
Raja’s acquiescence in the proposed stipulations and in which it may afford 
grounds to believe that the Raja was apprized of the peace before he had 
signified his determination to accept the offers of the British Government 
and was influenced in his acceptance of them by the conclusion of peace 
with the Raja of Berar 

27 The facts however stated in the letter from the Commissioners to 
your address of the 29th of January on the subject of the Raja of Koonjoor 
are adverse to such a supposition, and the reply of the Raja of Koonjur 
appears to have been received as speedily as was practicable in the ordinary 
course of affairs 

28 Similar observations appear to apply to the case of the Tributary 
Rajas of Boad, Ramgurh and Sonepoor 

29 Those Chieftains dispatched Vakeels avowedly for the purpose of 
soliciting the protection of the British Government Every circumstance of 
their situation justifies entire confidence in the sincerity of their desire to 
abandon their connection with the Mahratta State and to transfer it to the 
British Government The proposal of those Chieftains was virtually 
accepted by a competent British authority The propositions contained in 
the letter, addressed to those Chieftains by the Commissioners in conse- 
quence of the application of (hose Chieftains to be received under the 
British protection explained the precise relation in which they were to be 
placed with respect to the British Government 

30 No concessions on the part of those Chieftains were required as 
the condition of our protection excepting their consent to the payment of 
the inconsiderable sum of 5 Gold Mohors as an acknowledgement of that 
relation m which it was the expi^ss object of their solicitation to be placed 
with respect to the British Government 

31 No subj’ect of negociation therefore remained The Chieftains 
had solicited the British protection and the faith of the British Government 
became pledged to afford it by the letters which the Commissioners 
addressed to those Chieftains and by the engagement which was formally 
executed by the Commussioners and transmitted respectively to the Rajas 
of Sonepore, Boad and Ramgurh before the Commiissioners received the 
intelligence of the conclusion of the peace with the Raj’a of Berar 

32 These circumstances appear to His Excellency in Council to 
constitute that state of facts which is necessary to establish the validity of 
the engagements to be recognized and confirmed under the 10th article of 
the Treaty of Deogaon as described in the Nth paragraph of this despatch 

33 In the cases in question both parties concurred in certain recipro- 
5al obligations, and those obligations were incurred before the contracting 
parties received intelligence of the conclusion of peace with the Raja of 
Berar 

34 If the policy of maintaining the connection thus established with 
those Chieftains, depended exclusively on considerations connected with the 
local situation of the territory under their authority, the Governor-General 
in Council would readily remove those considerations in favour of th^ more 
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important object of concillatintj the Raja of Berar by acknowlcdJnj; h1i 
dominion o%cr ai freat an extent of terntor) ai ii coniritcnt with the 
execution of the ctprc** itipulation* nnd uilh the #rturit> of the funda- 
mental objects of the Treat! of Dcofiaon and if the Kaiai of Road Ram 
durh and boncporc ssould consent to resume their oricinal wtatc of depend- 
ance no the Mahnlta Gosernment Hi» CxccUcnc> in Council v.oiild lmm^ 
diatcl) concur in lint arrangement but In the judgment of the Governor 
General in Council ibcir consent is abjobilck requisite to Justify the 
Britiih Gosernment In \Mthdrawing from them lU protection 

35 The Governor General in Council hat received a copy of the 
letter which Lieut Colonel Broughton addressed to vou under date the 
28th of Januar> in confonnil> to the orders of His rxccllcncy the Governor 
General in Council oP the subject of the arrangements concluded b> that 
officer with the Rannee of Sambalporc the Raja of Patna and with the 
principal zamindars in thojc provinces 

36 I am directed to transmit to jou for iour information a cow of 
a dispatch from Lieut Colonel Broughton on the same subject to the Chief 
Sccrctarv to Government under date the IBth February ISW 

37 It now appears lliat In cflccting the conquest of Sambalporc the 
Bntish troops were opposed to those of the Raja of Berar in concert with 
the local authorities and with the chief wmindars of the province Of this 
fact the Govemof General in Council was not apprized at the date of the 
dispatch to >our addrcti which contains the declaration of His rvccMcncy 
in ^uncil s rcsolutjon to restore the province of Sambalporc to the Raja 
of Berar under a supposition that the province had been wrested b> con 
quest from the hands of the person holding the Government of it on the 
part of the Raja of Berar 

38 1 am now directed to apprize vou that after the maturcst dclibcra 
tion on the subject of Lieut Colonel Broughtons dispatch to >ou of the 
^th of January the Governor General m Council is decidedly of opinion 
that the British faith has been pledged to all the persons enumcr4tcd in 
that dispatch that they shall permanently receive the protection of the 
British Government and shall be relieved from the nuthont> of the Gov 
emment of Berar and that (he obligation of that engagement must b© 
recognized and confirmed by the 10th article of the Treaty of Deogaon 

39 Anxious to fulfill the promises which you gave to the Raja of 
Berar m the name of the British Government the Governor General m 
Council has cTamined all the preceding questions with a disposition to 
decide them in favour of the Rajo of Berar Hii EiccIlLOcy m Coun^ 
however fcannot find sufficient grounds to justify the restoration of the 
districts and the persons forming the subjects of this discussion to the 
authority of the Raja of Berar Those persons have received positive 
aMuranccs of protection and of exemption from the oppressive control of 
the authority of the Mahrattas m the hands of the British Government and 
^nfidin^ in the smeenty and realization of those assurances those persons 
h^e united in a common cause with the Bntish Government ogamit the 
Mahratta power 

40 The obligation therefore imposed on the Bntish Government to 
render those persons pe^nently independent of the authority of Berar 
IS commensurate with the importance of avoiding the impaUPoa of a 
direct violation ot our public ^th 
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41 In adopting that resolution, the object of the Governor-General 
in Council is limited to the preservation of the public faith His Excel- 
lency in Council is desirous neither of establishing the British authority 
within the territory to be separated from the dominion of Berar by the 
operation of the 10th article of the Treaty of Deogaon, nor of deriving 
any tribute or revenue from that territory The Governor-General in 
Council IS willing to secure to the Raja of Berar the full amount of the 
annual tribute or revenue which he derives from that territory and even 
to compensate to the Raja of Berar for the loss of power occasioned by 
the cession of his authority over the territory in question The Governor- 
General m Council entertains a hope that when all the circumstances of 
these cases shall have been fully explained, the Raj'a of Berar will admit the 
justice of His Excellency’s decision At all events the Raja of Berar must 
acknowledge that this decision combined with a proposal to secure to the 
Raja, the payment of the whole revenue of the territory and even ‘o com- 
pensate for the loss of his dominion over it, is wholly disinterested, and 
originates cjjclusively in an anxious desire on the part of the British 
Government to maintain the obligations of its public faith 

42 A copy of the instructions of His Excellency in Council to the 
acting Resident at Nagpur founded on the sentiments and resolutions of 
His Excellency in Council as described in the preceding part of this dis- 
patch IS enclosed for your information 

Fort William EDMONSTONE, 

The Ath March 1804 Secretary to Government 

To— JOHN LUMSDEN, Esqr , CHIEF SECRETARY TO 
GOVERNMENT 


Sir, 

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16th 
ultimo conveying to me the grateful intelligence of the approbation with 
which it has pleased His Excellency the most noble the Governor-General 
in Council to regard the operations of the detachment under my command 

2 The subject of the 3rd, 4th and 5th paragraphs of your lettei being 
m a great measure anticipated by the contents of my dispatch to the 
Hon’ble Major General Wellesley and the Honourable Mr Elphmstone 
of the 29th ultimo regarding which, time has not elapsed sufficient to admit 
of a reply it only remains for me to obey that part of your instructions 
which require my sentiments on the means best adopted for securing by 
the interposition of the British Government to all who are entitled to it 
the permanent engagement of all their just rights and privileges 

3 After the most mature consideration of this point of vh'ch I am 
capable T confess my inability to suggest any plan which would secure the 
zamindars of the provinces of the Sambalpore and Patna, in the engage- 
ment of their just rights and privileges 

4 To the attainment of this object a total change in the principles 
and maxims which have hitherto guided the Berar Government in its con- 
duct in these remote and unproductive districts would m the first instance 
be indispensable but even in the event of such an alteration, the haEits ol 
extortion and injustice which the Mahmtta Officers have acquired under the 
inefficient and weak Government to which they belong the di'^tani.e of the 
scat of Empiic, and the total want of communication betvecn it and the 
provinces m question together with the glaring irrcgulantv and insubordi- 
nation of the troops who receive no pay but what is individually collected 
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and arc let loow upon the country for thi» purpoic isould^ in m> appre- 
hcniion render the cood intcniiont of Government unavailing On the 
other hand the lamindam from Ion;: and painful experience have acquired 
to thorough diitruit m and bitter avcr«ion to the Mahratta Government 
that no nppcarancci houever plauiiblc or asiurancc* however imccrc 
would again induce them to place confidence in or be reconcil^ to their 
former lovcrclgn Some vcr> late occuranccs in the province of Ruttunporc 
Indeed where Kciho Govind Subadar under the pretence of a nj«p<.-ctcd 
corrc»pondcncc with me has been disposfcising nnd m tome imtanjxi 
putting to death h> torture* a number of lamindar* cannot but nave iddcd 
forte to thlt icnllmcnt and on the whole I feel it to be my most 

explicitly to tubmit it a* mv opinion to the contidcration of Hit rxccllency 
In Council that a rcttoratlon of the dirtrict of Sambalporc and Patna to 
the Raja of l^rar will be productive of a renewal of all the ancient 
grievance* to their Inhabitant* notwithstanding an> engagement to the 
contrary that mi^t be obtained from the Berar Court 

The utmoul tranquillit) prevail* throughout ihcie distnct* and I pro- 
pose awaiting In m) present situation the ultimate orders of Govcinmcnt 
and the reply of the Honourable Major General Wenc*lc> to m> dispajch 
of the 29th ultimo which the presence of the Rannee of Sambalporc will 
enable mo Imm^iatcly to act us>oo 


I have the honour to be 

Sir 

E S BROUGRTON Lt Col, 


Camp at Sambalpore 

18(h Fcfmiffry 1804 Comnicfiding Ramghur BottoUon 5 Dctaehmenl 


I-eller No 6 —The writer explains why he desires that Boad and Srmepur. 
and Sambalpore should sever connections with Nagpur slate and 
remain under the protection of the British The strategic import 
ance of these territories arc clearly Indicated 


From— GEORGE HARCOURT 
FOR CUTTACK 


COMMISSIONER OF AFFAIRS 


To— M S ELPHINSTONE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Cuttack 24f(i itfarc/i im 
Your very obllang favour of the 11th initant reached my hand* ycslcr 
to and 1 congratulate you on the cttabluhracnl of the dawk Your* being 
the fint dispatch which ha* passed ha* come on rather slowly but I trust m 
me worse of a few to* we shall find the transit from hence to Nsepur 
^11 tx more cipeditiou* Packet* ought I think to be conveved m five 
day* from Cuttack to Nagpoor 

Findma your di.patch to Fort William (containing the mtorraotion of 
the concliulon of a «ub»idiary Treaty with Dowlat Rao Sindia) had aot 

nSlli.knt'’lo"rili 

trouble you With copiea of the in.truction* of the Gocemor 
Oeni^ upon the lubject of Sambalpore Souepore Boad etc. Hlv 
^Ilency • dupatch to you of the 4th and 6th initant murt reach your 

5 l°”t5 ■■eceivc from hcn« a 

d^tch from the CommiMionm acquainting you with the meaiure* we 
tiaye adopted in obedience to the GovcmorTJencral a commandi 
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I continue to believe it likely that the Tributary Rajas of Boad and 
Sonepoor will refuse returning to their old. masters and I will not hide 
from you that I anxiously wish they may so determine, for in my conscience 
I think Boad and Sonepoor very important po'jscssions both as they relate 
to the security of Cuttack and as they will afford facility to the commerce 
of the province By the possession of Sonepoor and Boad, we then hold all 
the navigable part of the Mahanaddi river, and the cotton goods in 
Chhattisghur will find its way readily to Cuttack, whereas if the district^ 
ot Sonepoor and Boad are returned to the Reia of Berar, the vexatious and 
opprcssi\c taxes and exactions that arc permitted under that Government 
will materially check, if not wholly prevent the transit of that commodity 
through those districts I must fear, also should Boad and Sonepore 
belong to the Raja of Berar, no effectual restraints can be imposed to pre- 
vent sell (silk?) being smuggled from this province, also by which a con- 
siderable loss would arise to the British Government 

I have nothing to do with Sambalpore nor am I possessed of much 
information regaiding it, but it appears to me, the possession of that dis- 
trict is desirable more on political grounds than on any other It would 
certainlv connect our frontier and possessions (if we are to hold Sonepoor) 
with those dependant on Bheerboom (Bcerbhum) and Bchar and would so 
far increase our security, as through that district arc all the roads which 
lead to the passes to the northward of those in Cuttack as well as to the 
principal pass (the Baumeen Pass) leading into the tributary district of 
Mohur-Bundge (Mayurbhanj) 

It IS on these considerations added to those of humanity, that I am so 
strongly induced to hope the districts alluded to will remain under the 
British authority 

I ami not led to believe any of the districts in question yielded much 
revenue to the Raja of Berar but you will not find it difficult to ascertain 
this point precisely 

I doubt not, the Governor-General will be much pleased with the 
arrangements made with D R Slndia and which arc certainly of con- 
siderable importance 

I have no news worth communicating to you, but whenever any reaches 
me of an interesting nature, I shall forthwith communicate it to you 

I am truly sorry to learn Colonel Close is so ill He is not only a very 
able, but a very good man 

What is become of Major Malisbcn, is he still with Sindia"? 

Letter No 7. — ^This letter and the two enclosures are very important. 
They show the feeling of the eight tributaries of the Nagpur state 
towards the Government of the Bhonsla, and request the Biitish 
Government to transfer their allegiance from the Bhonsla to the 
British. 

From— LT -COL BROUGHTON, 

, To-N B EDMONSTONE, SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT 

Camp at Sambalpur, 2nd April 1804 

I had the honour of addressing you on the 17th ultimo I haye now 
io transmit you copy of a dispatch this day forwarded to Mr Secretary 
Edmonstone, which contains the information I am directed to communi- 
cate to you by an order of Government received here on the 26th irstant 

I request you will be pleased to forward the accompanying dispatch 
by gxpress to the H 9 ;i’ble Major-General Wellesley 
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To— N B CDMONSTONE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT 

Sir 

In conformiU to the orders contained in >our dtipatch of the 6th of 
March v.hich I had the honour to i4.cci\c on the 2r)ihj 1 immediately 
addrcctcd a letter (of ’^lucli I enclose a cop> and translation) to the Ranee 
and Rrincipaj Znniindart of the prosincc of Sambalporc and lendinc 
likewise for scscral penons of tlie /jrcalcst influence in the country 1 
cndcas cured to Impress them vnth a belief that the Raja of Berar would 
be deterred b> the c\cnii of the fate war from on> attempts to Infringe the 
stipulations of the Treat) of Dco^aon but noticing! or calling them to an 
account for their attachment to the British Gosernment I was not how 
c\cr I confess surprized at m> total failure in this attempt No constdera 
tion thej unanimouiK replied would induce them voluntanl) to return 
under a Goicrnmcnt from which they had so scvcrcl) sufTcred and on the 
29lh instant I rcccised iheir written rcpl> which also accompanies this 
letter 

2 As on minute cnquio f found the sums mentioned in the schedule 
transmitted b> me on the 2yth January to the Hon bic Major General 
Wcllcslc) under the head of Mahratta Rc\cnuc to be mcrcl> what had 
been extorted b\ the se^cral Subadar* on command here within the last four 
>cars when the Raja and Principal Zamindars were dispoucd and the 
country taken under the immediate control or what Is called the Khail 
Tuhiccl of the Mahrattas, the apparent justice of the remonstrance m the 
latter part of the Ranee "^s rcplv Induced me to endeavour to ascertain 
what had been the ancient ana legitimate tribute arriving from the 
province of Sambalporc to the Rala of Berar and although the lo« of the 
records of the countrj when the fort was stormed by Bhoopsingh made 
It difiicult to procure as sure a proof as could be wished I think myself 
warranted in concluding from the enclosed cxaminaiions on oath and the 
collective result of many other cnouinct on the spot that the sum of 
32 000 bambalpur or 16 OOO Sonaut Rupees was the extent ever actually 
agreed upon or regularly paid from the province of Sambalporc 
until the dispossession of the Raja and Zamindars and the establishment 
of Tannahs of Mahratta troops m every part of the distnet 

3 In fact the Revenue appears to have varied with the characters of 
the men who had the guidance of affairs at Rutlcnpur and the situation of 
things here and the only circumstance at all like a regular arrangement 
seems to be the settlement made by Govind Dewnn m the jear 18^ 
bambat at the rate of thirty two thousand Cutcho Rupees per annum 

4 Vrnm the accounts delivered to me by Lachman Pundit Subedar 
when the hort was evacuated of the last jeers collections which were 
made from each village without the intervention of the Zamindars who 
were all ditposseacd it appears nearlj 50000 Sonaut Rupees would have 
been realized from the country but this only b> means of the greatest 
cruelty and mjuslicc It was a common practice to mutilate the inhabi 
tanti by cutting o0 thew noses and cars to extort money and indeed up 
wards of thuiy proprietors of vtlbget were m irons in the fort at the time 
of our amvaf before it most of whom had been tortured by having hot 
irons forcibly placed and retained m th#*ir hands and various other 
methods 

5 That the nature of the system of collecting revenue adopted by the 
Maharattai in this part of the world may be satisfactorily evmced to Hii 
Excellency in Coancil however I have the honour to transmit n faithful 
I'xtract containing the particulars of 20 village* (taken at random from the 
beginning of the accounts of the country delivered to me by Lachittan 
Pundit for the information of Government promising that thff sums 
described under the head of fines were not Imposed on preteotfa* of afty 
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fnult or misconduct, but actual additions to the equitable revenue and 
extorted in proportion to the reputed wealth o{ the parties on whom they 
wcie levied 

6 The consequence of the rej^ular system of oppression has been 
such as w^^s natural Not less than onc-third of tlic inhabitants of Sam- 
balpore had abandoned the country and left their villages in the rums 
previously to our arrival in it, and in Foolger, a pergunna dependant upon 
Patna, the divastation was so gei\eral that out of upwards of 700 hamlets 
not one is at this moment in existence I have dwelt more 
particularly on these points from a knowledge that in extending to 
the inhabitants of Sambalpore^ and Patna the benefits of the British pro- 
tection it never was the intention of His Excellency in Council to subject 
thciii to the continuance of the measures they have sustained for the last 
four years under the uncontrolled pillage and oppressions of undisciplined 
troops, unless however, the revenue to be paid by them be adjusted with 
reference to the amount they were liable to previously to the occupation 
of the countr^^ by the Mahratta Army and the imprisonment of the Raja, 
this must inevitably be the case, as it appeared evident from the state of 
the country on our arrival that the inhabitants were driven to the brink of 
rum and despair 

7 Although the revenue of Sambalpore appears ^ never to have 
acquired any considerable degree of stability I am convinced that the sum 
of 16,000 rupees was the highest mutual contract ever entered into by the 
Berar Government and the Raja of Sambalpore and its dependancies 
This arrangement prevailed until about the year 1800 when Vmcajee 
Bhonsla passed through the country on his way to Jagannath, and be.ng 
offended at the non-appearance of Govmd Dewan at that time possessing 
the chief power m Sambalpore he Tct'iched an army from Cuttack under 
Bhoopsingh and others who succeeded in taking the forts of Boad, Sone- 
pore and Sambalpore and in seizing the respective Zammdars of those 
districts From that time until the arrival of m> detachment, the country 
has exhibited only one scene of pillage and desolation, the bad effects of 
which augmented by frequent reliefs of the troops and ofiicers who were 
the instruments employed 

Considerable however (in proportion to the ability of the country) 
as were the sums thus extorted, I do not concieve that their collective 
amount was at all equal to the expenses incurred by the Mahratta Govern- 
ment, far less is it probable, that during any of the last five years remit- 
tances were ever made from the country to the Court of Berar 

As from the tenor of His Excellency in Council’s instructions to the 
Hon’ble Maj'or-Gcncial Wellesley and the Hon’ble Mr Elphinstone, 
as well as from the terms of the proposed supplementary articles to 
the Treaty of Deogaon, I am led to infer that it is not the intention of 
Government to grant any troops for the protection of these districts and 
a consequent necessity to retain a considerable number for their own 
security will be thus imposed upon the several Zammdars, I beg leave 
most respectfully to submit to the consideration of His Excellency in 
Council whether under this supposition any addition to the 16 000 rupees 
above-mentioned can be justly claimable from the district of Sambalpore 

In order to be better prepared for the speedy execution of the orders 
of Government, I sometime since called upon the several Zammdars of 
Sambalpore, Patna and Boad to state the amount of the lespective revenue 
they would engage to pay under the implied protection and presence of 
an adequate number of British troops in the country, and have the 
pleasure to transmit you the particulars of their reply From this paper. 
His Excellency in Council will perceive that the Zammdars of Boad and 
Sonepore have engaged to pay a specific sum On the subject of the former, 
however, as I understand that his country has been finally seftled by the 



Commisiloncn In Cutinck on the biiii of their agreement ulth him which 
look place one da> prc^Iousl) to hts fuhmltiion to me inti otai occaiioncd 
merely h\ the appearance of the detachment under Lieut Fountain in 
Ins neinhbourhood fwhlch also canted hU separation from the Mahratta 
force under bunker napoo) I ln\c nothin;; iurlhcr to obfcr\c than that 
as he appears to me to have lets merited the foxour of Government tlian 
any otiicr Zamindar in this quarter. I fear his sin;;ular Rood fortune may 
be productive of some little dissatisfaction amongst hts ncichbourers On 
the subject of Sonepon however It It nceciian for me to solicit the 
decision of Government that pcr;*unna belonRs from time immcmonal to 
and fom>i in inlccral part of the province of Sambalporc having been 
uniformly the appanage of the younger branch of the Raja of the province 
to wliom It lias regularly paid tribute M> correspondence and connection 
with the Ranee of Soneporc and the junction of her troops with Lieutcn* 
ant Fountain s detachment were llkcvviio prior to her acquiescence in the 
stipulations proposed to her bv the Ckimmisstoncrs In Cuttack Should 
this circumstance not be deemed tuflicient howercr. as I think it must 
to invalidate her claim to cxcm^vtion from tribute justice appears to re- 
quire that the amount raid by boncporc towards the general Malguzarcc 
of the province should he deducted, from the sum to be assessed upon the 
Ranee of Sambulporc who will sustain on actual loss to* that extent 

Although Muctiars of the Raja and Zamtndart of Patna were along 
with me at the time of the arrival of your Instruction 1 did not deem 
mviclf warranted in a question of such importance in accepting their senti 
menti for their principals to whom 1 contequentir immediately addressed 
a letter but ba\c not vet received their reply 1 have no hesitation how 
ever in anticipating tnclr refusal to return under the dominion of the 
Raja of Berar. whose officers have If possible been mjilty of more oppres 
five conduct m these districts than Sambalporc and thcrcbv reduced the 
propneloYs from respectable and powerful Zamindan to the low'cst slate 
of indigence and distress Such indeed it their impoverished and dc 
populated situation at present that unless very moderately assessed for 
some rears to come it will be impossible for them to recover an\ portion of 
their former prosperity On these several points I hope to be speedily 
honoured with the instructions of Hii Excellency in Council and in the 
meantime adverting to the inconveniences which would result from delay 
as stated m my letter of the 11th ultimo it u mv intention to call upon the 
Zamindan to execute agreements framed on the basis of the ancient 
Mahratta Tnbute but subject to the ultimate approbation of Government 
I alio propose m the course of a day or two to give the Plannee possession 
of the fort of Sambalporc and to direct her to assume the administration of 
the aSairs of the country 

I have been induced by the unhealthy state of ijiy detachment and the 
number of casualties daily happening to send off the sick to Harareebagh 

As the decision of the several points which form the subject of this 
letter rests with Government at the same time that they compnxe the m 
formation I am desired by you to communicate to the Hon bic Mr Elphin 
stone I trust Hii Excellency in Council will deem my transmission by 
this days Dawk of copies of this dispatcdi to those gentlemen a sufficient exe- 
cution of your instmctioni on that head 


OlMP KX Sambalpore 
2nd April 18W 


I have the honour to be 
Sir 

Your most obedient servant 
E S BROUGHTON Lt Cou 



Translation of a letter addressed to the Rannee and Principal Zaniindars of 
Sambalpore by Lieut -Col Broughton, on the 26th March 1804 

Some time has elapsed since I on the part of the British Government 
entered into an agreement with you, that on condition of your uniting to 
effect the expulsion of the Mahrattas and consenting to place your several 
Zamindarees and possessions under the authority of the British Government, 
and provided you remained firm in your loyalty and obedience to it, that 
you should enjoy permanent protection and favour under its power and 
authority and you cheerfully acquiesced and spared no pains or trouble to 
fulfill your engagements and finally effected the explusion of the Maharattas 
displaying conspicuously your attachment to the English Government, which 
has been honouied with its approbation, but as it happended that at the 
period of the mutual engagements above-mentioned, a peace took place 
between the English Government and the Court of Berar and as at that time 
our negotiations were not known to the General Commanding the British 
Army nor to the Maharaja Raghojee Bhonsla, the Compact alluded to was 
not clearly explained or provided for in the Treaty of peace and as after 
the renewal of Amity between the two Governments, the British Court 
feels every desire to support the dignity and power of the Maharaja 
Raghojee Bhonsla , for these reasons, I am to inform you that if you 
choose voluntarily to return under the authority and dominion of the Raja 
of Berar it will be very agreeable to me and meet with the entire approba- 
tion of the British Government You will please, therefore, to reflect 
maturely on this offer and after due deliberation on eligibility, inform me 
of your decision I have likewise to mention that m the event of your 
refusal to return under the authority of the Raja of Berar, you will be 
lequired to pay the revenue formerly received by him to my Government 
Should you, on the contrary, acquiesce in my proposition, the British Gov- 
eniment pledges itself to prevent your being oppressed or molested on 
account of the part you have taken in the late war 

A True Translation 

» E S BROUGHTON, Lt-Col 


Translation of the reply of the Ranee and Principal Zamindurs of Sambal- 
pore to Lieut-Colonel Broughton’s letter of the 26th March received 
on the 29th March 1804. 

After compliments 

We have been favoured with your letter and attentively considered its 
purport 

Agreeably to the promises received we voluntarily submitted to the 
English Government under which is our sole protection, our hopes rest 
upon you, at your hands we expect to be benefited We have never been 
nor shall we be ever prospered under the Mahratta Government, indeed 
our families’ honour and property were in continual danger whilst subject 
to it, we are already reduced to the greatest distress from its oppression 
How there can a voluntarily return under tlm dominion of a Government 
from which our families, honour and property have received so much 
injury and how can we be secure under such an authority"? We sincerely 
and from our souls wish to remain under the British protection and our 
only dependance is on your favour but with respect to the revenue vou 
have been pleased to allude to, we beg to represent that we formerly used 
to pay our respective and legal tribute to our own Rajah (the Rajah of 
Sambalpore) who accounted with the Mahrattas but since they took the 
country into their own hands (three years ago) there has been nothing 
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settled or defined thc\ took h> force and tortures uhatexer they could 
obtain from nil who fell Into their hands which will be made manifcit to 
>ou from their public nceounit >oii howrever arc our mailer be pleated 
If) lake into conBidcration ihc produce and nbilil> of the countr> and what 
c\cr sum \ou m3> fix upon we arc tubml»u\cl> willing to pa> without 
cxcuic or irrcgulant) We and our families arc rcnd> to manifest our 
lo>alt\ and obedience to the Company on all occasions and will acknow 
ledge no other So\crcign \oii tire our protector and we hope from >ou 
an arrangement which will place us under the permanent protection of the 
British Goaernment 

Signed b> — 

Ranee Rutten Coher Ranee of Sambalporc 
Raja Jujar Singh Raigarh 
Rnja Biisnath Sahy Sarangarh 
Bowrea Ranee I uckee Pria of Sonepore 
Bcerhudh Jenna L/:racoIc (Ralrakholc) 

Rnja Indcr Suiar Deo Gangporc 
Rajah Tribhuwan Deo Bombra (Bamra) 

Rajah Indcr Deo Rond (Bonai) 

Dew an Scev Singh Suctee 
Taccoor Ranjcct Singh Burghur 

A True Translation 

E S BROUGHTON Lt Col. 


Letter No 8 —The letter contains directions for Elphinstone to Inform 
Raghofi Bhonsla that the Ralas of Sambalpore Patna Sonepur 
etc have been taken under British protection which the Bhonsla 
has to recognise and ratify fonnally as a part of the 10th article 
of the Treaty of Deogaon within 24 hours. If Raghojl does not 
do so war will be renewed 

From—N B EDMONSTONE secretary to GOVERNMENT 
To-M S ELPHINSTOhffi RESIDENT AT NAGPORE 

Fort Wiiluim 18th May 18(H 

T am directed by Hii Excellency the Most Noble the Governor 
General m Council to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under date 
the 3rd instant and to corarminicatc to you Hit Excellency m Council t 
entire approbation of your conduct in your diBCuision with the minister^ 
of the Raja of Berar on the subject of the Raja i recognition of the engige- 
mcnti concluded on the part of the British Government with the Zaniiodan 
of Sambalporc and Pataa and of the freebooton Balwant Rao and Raja 
Ram Hii Excellency has directed me to comraunicato to you the follow 
mg observations and instructions on the lobject of the recent conduct of 
the Raja of Berar with respect to the adjustment of the questions arising 
out of the 10th article of the Treaty of Ckogaon 
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2 I am instructed to signify to ydu that the Governor-General in 
Council IS in the highest degree concerned at th(i evasion and delay of 
me Raja of Berar in signing the list of Zamindars and that the Governor- 
General will no longer permit the complete execution of the stipulations 
of the Treaty of Peace with the Raja of Berar to remain in suspense The 
formal recognition by the Raja of Berar of the engagements concluded 
with the Rajas of Sambalpore and Patna form a part of the stipulations 
of the Treaty of Peace and the lefusal of the Raja to recognize those 
engagernents will constitute a dissolution of the Treaty itself His Excel- 
lency directs me to observe to you that the British Government yielded 
to the solicitations of the Raja of Berar for Peace after a series of the most 
splendid triumphs of the British Arms over the confederated power of the 
Raja of Berar and of Dowlat Rao Sindia, at the moment when the com- 
plete defeat of the combined armies of those Chieftains had left them at 
the mercy of the British Government Under such circumstances, the 
terms of the peace granted to the Raja of Berar were liberal to a degree 
far beyond the just expectations of the Raja who is known to have been 
the instigator of those combined aggressions, treacherous intrigues and acts 
of hostility, which occasioned the War, and who had consequently forfeited 
every claim to the indulgent consideration of the British Government 
I'hc Governor-General in Council, therefore, had right to expect from the 
Raja of Berar an acknowledgment of the liberality and moderation of the 
terms of peace, and the execution of its stipulations without any hesitation, 
evasion or delay The liberality of the British Government was particularly 
conspicuous in its limited requisitions under that article of the Treaty 
which the Raja now hesitates to fulfill The British Government not only 
limited the operation of the 10th article of the Treaty of Deogaon to the 
degree in which its operation was indispensibly requisite for the preserva- 
tion of our public faith, but has sincerely and earnestly endeavoured to 
obtain a release from the engagements with the feudetories or depend ints 
of the Raja, which that article was intended to confirm Under a failure 
of those endeavours the British Government, anxious to render the opera- 
tion of that article as little 'njurious as possible to the interests of the Raja, 
consistently with the obligations of oui public faith, has not only consented 
to pay annually to the Raja the revenue of the districts which by the neces- 
sary confirmation of our engagements with the local authorities, must be 
alienated from the Raja’s dominions, but has even offered to compensate 
to the Raja for the loss of power which he will sustain by the alienation of 
those territories Even if the British Government had taken advantage of 
the full operation of the 10th article of the Treaty of Deogaon the condi- 
tion of the Raja of Berar under the terms of the Peace would still have been 
considered by the Governor-General to be favourable, beyond the limits 
of the Raja’s just expectations * and His Excellency in Council would have 
received with concern the intelligence of any hesitation on the part of the 
Raja to fulfill the obligations of his engagements 

3 The Governor-General in Council therefore has learned with the 
utmost indignation the unbecoming prevarications of the Raja of Berar and 
his flagrant violation of public faith on the present occasion when far from 
taking advantage of the just and equitable operation of the 10th article of 
the Treaty of Peace, the British Government has voluntarily relinquished 
the benefits of its operation and has even proposed to incur a loss for the 
sole purpose of promoting the interests and wishes of the Raja to the 
utmost extent possible consistently with the preservation of its public 
faith 


4 The Governor-General is therefore determined to insist on the 
Raja’s recognition of the list of engagements without Curther evasion or 
delay. 
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5 You wiH therefore immediate!) after the receipt of ihcic initruc 
tioni mnkc n pcrcmplor) requisition upon the Rn|fl of Berar to execute 
the stipulations of the Treat) of Peace which remain unfulfilled and vou 
will state to the Raja In tlic name of the Governor General that llu 
Lxccllency has learned with surprise and concern the Raja $ prcv'aricafiou 
and fiajtrint violation of public faith that Peace v.is granted to him ai > 
boon and that Hii Lxccllcnc) Is determined to renew the War if the Raja 
does not fulfill the conditions of the Treat) b) si^tning the list of entrage- 
ments within 24 hours after he shaH receive the requisition which )ou are 
now instructed to make 


Letter No 9— The feller contains Instnicllons of Ihc Govcmor-Gcncral 
about the a;irccnvcnt vsHlh the Ulvonsla on the basis of tlic Treaty of 
Dcoflaon and Ihc Information that Elphlnstone had been appointed 
Resident at Naflpur and ceases to be Acting Resident 

from-n b edmonstonc secretary to government 

To-M S ELPHINSTONE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort Willtam 15l/i June 18fM 

1 am directed bv His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor Gcnc^ 
ral in Counal to acKnowlcdgc the receipt of >our despatches No 17 dated 
I6lh May No 18 dated ^th Mav and No 19 dated 30th of that month 
and to communicate to >ou Hts t ordshtp s sentiments and instructions on 
the information contained in those dispatches 

2 Hit Fxccllcnc)' highly approves the judgment firmness and abihtt 
manifested br you in your conference with the Ram of Berar and hii 
minister on the 15th ultimo, and in the memorial which you subsequently 
addressed to the Minuter Shree Dhar Pandit Hu Exccllcnc) also entirely 
approves the remonstrances contained In vour notes to the Minuter of 
which copies are enclosed in your dispatch of the 30lh ultimo 

3 It IS not necessary to the complete accomplishment of the Trea^ 
of Deogaon that the Raja of Berar should sign or seal the proposed addi 
tionai articles to that Treaty, nor u it absolutely ncccssarv that the Raja 
should sign or teal the list of ^mindars who have been rendered indcpcnd 
unt of hu Government by the engagements concluded with them provided 
that the Raja offords in any other mode satisfactory evidence of his rccofi 
n tion of those engagements 

4 Engagements such as those which have been concluded with the 
Zemindars of Sambalpore and Patna etc arc to all intents and purposes 
confirmed by the 10th article of the Treaty of Deogaon By refusing to 
recomize them therefore the Raja would preclude the operation of a prin 
cipal article of the Treaty of Peace which act would amount to a direct 
violation of the Treaty 

5 The Governor General concurs entirely m the justice of the argu 
ments stated m the memorial which you addressed to the Minister on the 
36th ultimo 

6 The provisions of the additional articles with the exception of that 
article which declares the independence of the Zaromdars being exclusively 
directed to the advantage of the Raja it is inat under the peculiar circum 
stances of the cate to- conclude that in refuting to execute the articles gene- 
mlly the sole object of die Raja is to Withhold hit consent to the provit 
nons of that article notwithstanding his acceptance of the list of Zammdfflt 
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and his verbal confirmation of the^ engagements concluded between the 
British Government and those Zamindars The Governor-General there- 
fore entirely approves your having required from the Raja a written 
acknowledgment of the independance of the Zamindars whose names are 
inserted in the list which accompanied my dispatch of the 4th March 

7 The instructions contained in my dispatch of the 18th May provide 
for the event of the Raja having continued to refuse to fulfill the stipula- 
tions of the Treaty of Peace The information contained in your dis- 
patches above acknowledged does not appear to the Governor-General to 
require any alteration of those instructions, and it is His Excellency’s 
expectations that the peremptoiy requisition which you were directed to 
make upon the Raja, will have induced His Highness to fulfill the Treaty 
without delay by accepting and signing the list of engagements 

8 Under the considerations however stated in the 6th paragraph of 
this dispatch His Excellency deems it proper to furnish you with the 
following instructions for the guidance of your conduct in the event of 
the Raja having continued to refuse to execute the additional articles of 
the Treaty of Deogaon If at the period of time when you may receive 
this letter the Raja of Berar shall not have executed the proposed addi- 
tional articles to the Treaty of Deogaon, you will apprize him that the 
Governor-General has resolved to withdraw the liberal concessions which 
they contain on the part of the British Government, unless the Raja shall 
not only consent to execute those articles but accompanv their execution 
with a declared connection of liberality which dictated them 

9 I have now the honour to inform you by command of His Excel- 
lency the Most Noble the Governor-General in Council that with a view 
to afford the most honourable and public testimony of the Governor- 
General in Council’s high approbation of the distinguished ability, dis- 
cretion, judgment and public zeal manifested by you in the course of the 
important negotiations which you have conducted at the Court of the 
Raja of Berar, as well as of the public services which you rendered while 
attending the Hon’ble Major-General Wellesley in the field. His Excellency 
in Council has been pleased to nominate and appoint you from this date 
to be Resident at the Court of the Raja of Berar, and you will accordingly 
be furnished with the usual credentials of that appointment from the 
Persian Department 

Letter No 10. — ^The letter touches an interesting point whether any tribute 
should be paid by the Rajas of Sambalpore, Sonepur and Boad, 
because the records of Maratha Government show that they did 
not pay any tribute to them. 

l^liOM— THE COMMISSIONERS AT CUTTACK 

S ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Cuttack, IStli November 1804 

In conformity to the comimands of His Excellency the Most Noble the 
Governor-General communicated to us in Mr Secretary Edmonstone’s 
letter of the 4th instant covering the duplicate of the Governor-General in 
Council’s notes of the 3rd November 1o your address, we have the 
honour to state the information which we possess on the subjects noticed 
by His Excellency in Council 

2 In respect to the Raja’s (not included in the Province of Cuttack) 
with whom' engagements have been concluded and who have had their 
.independence guaranteed by the British Government, the Raja of Boad 
(within whose territory is that of the Raja of Ramghur) is th^ only Rajg 
^ho has actually Jpferch^gsgd engageroepts with ns , 
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3 At an carlj ncnotl of our cslnbliihmcnt in the Province of Cuttack 
the Commanding Ofriccr transmitted to the Rnjai of Sambnlporc and Sonc- 
norc ofTcri of the same advanlapcous term* for the tronifcr their 
allifiinncc to the British Government a* Iboic embraced b> the Raja of 
Bead namcl) a promise never to demand tribute from them further than 
five cold Mohori nnnuallv b> wav of ocknowlcdnmcnl of *ubmU*ion 
(five Gold Molior*) hai been remitted to the Raja of Bond lincc hit 
acceptance of the Itinii proposed to him in consequence of representation! 
made b> hit Vakeel deputed (or that purpose and which nppcarcd to 
authorize that remission The clrcumtloncc of Major Rroui»hton ! early 
arrival at ^nibalporc and (he cmnCenicnti which he concluded with the 
dependencies of that Province and Pnina appear to have been cficctcd 
before our proposals Ind been accepted b> the Rajas of Sambalporc and 
boneporc and to have rendered the transmission of those propotal* 
nugalorj 

4 We cannot dircovcr that (he Raja< of Sambalporc Soncporc and 
Boad dunnR the Mahratta Government had anv tributary relation 
towards the autliorities of the Raja of Berar ftationcd at Cuttack nor do 
an> sumi appear to have been received from them on account of Revenue 
or Tribute b> those authonliei 

5 The Records of the Mahratta Government in this Province t*o not 
afford an> information in respect to the amount which may have been 
collected nnnualij from thoic Rajas or from any olhen not actually 
included in the Province of Cuttack But from the best information, 
which we arc ahlo to obtain we arc inclined to believe that the Raja of 
Boad has not for some >can paid nnj Tribute to the Mahratta Govern 
ment and that tlic Revenue which wis collected bv that Governmeut from 
Sambalporc its Dcpcndaneici and Patm was ver> inconsiderable 


Leller No IJ —The enclosure contains Instructions of the Gov’emor 
General ffl) rcgarlng the status of feudatorv princes of Sambalporc 
Patna Boad etc and (W regarding MUltary dispositions as 
precautionary measure agamst any hostile action of the Bhonsla 
in order to Holkar who was at war with the Company 

bROM-N B rOMONSTONE SFCRFTARY TO GOVERN 
MENT 

To-M S FLPHINSTONE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 
Enclosure dated 23rd November 18(M 

Camp near Simlya 

1 Transmit to Lieutenant Colonel Broughton a copy of the uote* of 
Instructions to the Resident at Nagporc on the lubject of the compenta 
tion to be offered to the Raia of Berar for the lost of revenue and dcrainlon 
by the operation of the 10th article of the treaty of Deogaon 

2 In conformity to the determination declared in the 10th paragraph 
of thoie note* it i* necetsary that the Ranee of Sambalporc the Raia of 
Patna and other* who have been placed under the protection of the 
tiritiih (jovemraent bv the operation of the 10th article of the treaty of 
Deogaon ihould now be aopnzcd that they will henceforward be cons! 
dered to be subject* of the Bntiih Government Such pf those persons as 
have not been placed in a tributary relation to thi* Government ^ the 
mre*f term* of their entragement* to be apprized that their temtorv is 
henceforward to be considered os annexed to the British Dominion That 
It IS not however the intention of the British Government to introduce 
into their territories the Britiih law* and regulation* nor to requ’re froib 
them the payment of any revenue nor to inlcrfert In inf respect With th^ 
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mternal management of their territories That this arrangement is adopt- 
ed with a view to enable the British Government to discharge with the 
greater ethcacy the obligation of protecting the persons and territories in 
question from the authority of the Mahratta Government and also in the 
confidence of experiencing from those persons a course of conduct 
consistent with the relation with which they stand towards the British 
Government 

3 Lieutenant Colonel Broughton to transmit to the several Rajas 
and Zamindars with whom he contracted engagements which were con- 
firmed by the Treaty of Deogaon a communication to the effect stated in 
the preceding paragraph 

4 Lieutenant Colonel Broughton to be informed that under this 
arrangement which places the provinces of Bambalpore and Patni under 
the British authority it is the intention of the Governor-General to station 
a force with the least practicable delay at Sambalpore, both for the protec- 
tion of that province and of Patna against the reported designs of the 
officers of the Raja of Berar, m Rattanpore and for the better security of 
the frontier of Cuttack in the possible event of the renewal of hostilities 
with the Raja of Berar 

5 With a view to the accomplishment of this object without dis- 
turbing the arrangements for the defence of our western frontier and for- 
the preservation of internal tranquillity, the Governor-General ha*; been 
pleased to order the 20th Regiment of Sepoy (formerly the marine Batta- 
lion) consisting of 590 Rank and file and commanded by Xieutenant 
Colonel McLean to march with the utmost expedition for the purpose of 
reinforcing the troops under the command of Ineut Colonel Broughton 
and that Regiment accordingly commenced its march on the 18th instant 
A further force also of 194 volunteer Rank and File and a force of Artillery 
of 2 Six-Pounders, 1 Lieutenant 1 Serjeant, 1 Corporal and 10 Piivates 
with lascars, etc , marched on the 18th instant 

6 Lieutenant-Colonel Broughton to transmit without delay a state- 
ment of the force which in his judgment will be required for the protec- 
tion of Sambalpore, and a plan of the arrangements which with this 
reinforcement he deems practicable for the purposes of affording that 
protection , of defending the w^estern frontier of Behar and of providing 
for the internal tranquillity of the country 

7 If these purposes cannot in Lieutenant Colonel Broughton’s judg- 
ment be accomplished with this reinforcement added to the force now 
under his command Lieutenant Colonel Broughton to suggest any addi- 
tional practicable means of facilitating their attainment 

8 Lieutenant Colonel Broughton to state whether with that view it 
is necessary or expedient to take again mto our pay the troops commanded 
during the last war by Bhoop Singh and Futheh Naram Singh 

9 It will be necessary under any arrangement of our force that 
Lieutenant Colonel Broughton should proceed into Sambalpore and con- 
tinue with the detachment w^hich may march into that province 

10 With a view to preclude delay Lieutenant Colonel Broughton is 
authorized and directed immediately on the receipt of these notes to com- 
mence his arrangements for the march of a detachment into Sambalpoor 
of the strength which Lieutenant Colonel Broughton may propose under 
these instructions to be employed in that province and even to commence 
his march with such a portion of his force as he may deemi expedient with- 
out awaiting the final orders of the Governor-General on Colonel 
Broughton’s reply to the reference contained in the 6th, 7th and 8th para-s 
graphs of this paper. 
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11 In conformll> to the lop^iculion contained in 1 ieulcnant Colonel 

Broufihton t diipatch dated ( ) Ptrwamli arc now iraninullcd to 

the »c\cral 7amlndari ind Rnjajk on the wcilcrn frontier to whom they 
were addressed nl the commenctmint of the late war Tlic intimation 
tug^citcd b> 1 icutemnt Colonel Hrouchton ha» been adopted in the 
l*crv.anmh to tlic /ammdar of Gholn Najjporc 

12 The Inlckt nccounts vhich the Go\crnnr General ha» received 
from Nanpur tend to remove from Hi» T xccllcncy » mind an> poiilivc 
certamtN of hoMilc dcslftn* on the part of the Unia of Rcrar acainst the 
Brituh Government I ic«tcn‘’nt Colonel nrnuf*hton therefore U not to 
contidcr the pronosed occupation of Samhalporc to orifiimtc In a con 
fident bthef of tne cxtitcncc of the hostile dc«ii,n imputed to the Blionda 
or to be connected with anv plan of offtniivc operation afiainft Chief 
The extent of the force to he th re rtatloncd Iiowcvcr muil on general 
principle* of precaution be regulated considcialion* connected with the 
8Uppo>ilion of an actual ilalc of wir cxinting wJtli the power of Berar 

13 Copic* of there note* with corrcipondmg initriictions will be rent 
to It Colonel Harcourt and Lt Colonel Harcoiirt will be directed to 
open a regular communication with I icutenant Colonel Broughton 

14 Cop) will also be transmitted to the Rcfident at Nagpur 


Letter No 12 —Intimates the desigrts of the Bhorula about a year back to 
create trouble against the British occupation of Orissa states and 
tht Cuttack province, ceded according to the Treaty of Dcogaon 
The enclosure containing the dcposlUon of Antajee Nalk clearly 
proves the suspicion 

From-IT COI BROUGHTON 

To-N B EDMONSTONE SPCRETARY TO GOVERNMENT 
Camp near SambaJpur 17tk Fchniary 1805 

I have now the honour to transmit >ou herewith the voluntary 
depo»ltlon of Anltnce Naik whose apprehension I Informed you of on the 
13th initant It goc* fuliv to cstabliih In my ludgment the authcnticitv 
of the correspondence intercepted by the Hon’ble Mr Elphinstone and 
to prove the horrible designs entertained at that period against the Bntiih 
Government by the Raja of Berar 

I have retained Antajee Naik In confinement untill I shall receive 
order* from H » Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General 
respecting him 

It will be perceived that the Bead Raja contrary to the terms grant 
ed him by the Commissioners of Cuttack and in violation of hi* allegiance 
to the Bntish Government entertained and protected this treacherou* 
Agent of the Raja of Berar both on hi* progress to and rctuJ-n fro® 
Khoorda He ha* hhewiBc been guilty as I undentand of repeated net* 
of disobedience to the Comraii*ioncr» and I feel warranted in laymg that 
hi* fidelity IS by no means to be depended on whilst the situation of hi* 
district and his pof session of the pas* of Burmool give him the power of 
being very troublesome in the event of any attempt against the Bntish 
temtone* on the part of the Bhontia Under these circumstances I beg 
leave most retpec^liy to submit to the consideration of Hi* Excellency Ifl 
Council the expediency of the adoption of measure* to compel hi* 
obedience to the Government of which he it a subject and to depidve hi® 
of the mean* of acting lenously to the public Interest 

Any command* of Hi* Excellency in Council on this lubject it would 
be in my power to execute with great ea*e and expedition 
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The Zamindar -of Boora in the province of Patna who is the only per- 
son in the two districts under my superintendence I consider as at all 
refractory or disaffected is likewise proved to have entertained and protect- 
ed Antajee Naik and the same measures of precaution I have taken the 
liberty of recommending in the instance of the Raja of Boad ^ are equally 
applicable to him Indeed his marked contempt for disobedience to his 
superior the Raja of Patna would of themselves have induced me to have 
taken steps to reduce him to obedience independently of his treachery in 
this instance, he also has manifested disaffection to the British Government 
in refusing to allow the establishment of the Hon’ble Mr Elphinstone’s 
Dawk m that Zemindary 

The person alluded to m my note of the 28th ultimo who assumed the 
name of M-aharaje Sahy the son of the Raja of Sambalpur has arrived at 
this place and turns out as I supposed to be an imposter, I have directed 
the Ranee to keep him in close confinement until the Raja and his son, 
whom Mr Elphinstone gives the hopes of the liberation, shall arrive 

I have received from the Resident of Nagpur information of the 
atrocious occurrence at Saugor which added to the unexpected detention 
of the British Army before Bhurtpore have induced me to postpone for a 
short time my intended progress through these districts 

Ira^islatton of the deposition oj Antajee Natk apprehended hy the Ranee of 

Sonepo^e by order of Colonel Bioughton taken in Camp near Sambal- 

pore on the 14th day of February 1805 

Q What is your name, caste, country and profession 

A My name is Antajee Naik, mv caste Kimbi (M'ahratta), I live in 
the village of Lilgaon, Pergunnah Malkapore 

I formerly was in the service of Maharaja Raghoj’ee Bhonsla and had 
the command of 15 Hircarrahs in Cuttack When the English conquered 
that province, I went with Balajee Goneer to the Raj'a at Nagpur At the 
same time my family arrived there from Lilgaon, in consequence of the 
dearness of provisions at Berar, I determined to carry them to Ruttanpore 
when Mahaj’ee Naik Sirdar of all the Jasooses said to me "You^ have 
formerly a thousand times been in the presence of the Maharaj’a, it is pro- 
per you should pay your respects to him before you go” 

I consequently accompanied this person to the Raja, when having 
presented me, he requested to know what I was to do with myself now 
The Raj’a replied “whatever he pleases” M'ahaj'ee Naik enjoined that I 
wished to carry my family to Ruttgnpore, where provisions were cheap To 
this the Raja replied “since he is going to Ruttanpore, pray how far is it 
from' thence to Cuttack” I represented that it was twenty marches, to 
which he replied if that be the distance will you go to Khoorda” I showed 
my obedience to his commands, on which he said “Go to the Raj'a of 
Khoorda and say to him from me “How happens it that you who have 
been a Zamindar of mine for seventy years have ungratefully joined the 
English, no matter, you will reap the fruits of your conduct, should I 
however at this period, again recover that country will you return to my 
interests or remain attached to the English” having delivered this message 
return and report to me whatever answer you may receive 

I accordingly accompanied bv my family repaired to Ruttanpore 
where I left them and proceeded by the route of Boora-Samber, Sonepore, 
and Bood to Barambee in the province of Cuttack where another family 
m mine resided ^ From thence I went first to the Raje Gooroo who was 
Diwan of the Raja of Khoorda and literally repeated to him the Maharaja’s 
message above mentioned The Raje Gooroo took me into the presence 
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of the Rala and then repeated to him what the Maliaraja had lald The 
Ran nddrcticd lili rcplj to the Raj Gooroo and tiicn directed him to 
repent It to me ni follo^i 1 am acenitomed to adhere to the moit power 
ful if the Mahnrnja becomes jo I will be hii lubjcct The Chatta u 
alwayt turned to the quarter whence the rain proccedi 

Thji con\cr»ntmn took place in the pretence of Knmjcc who with 
thirn hone wni at Khoordn at the time and hW people immcd»3lc!> went 
to Nafipur for the purpose of rcportinjj it to the Maharaia 

Afterwards haMnff rccciNcd dismtual from Khoorda I relumed to 
m\ familj at Burrumocc from whence in a fhort time I went to Nowagor 
where I remained fifteen dn>» I had one Interview with the Raja and 
repeated to him alio what the Maharaja had Jald to which he made the 
lame rcpl> ni the Raja of Khoorda and furnished me with etc At that 
period the rnglmh Troops were In the neighbourhood of Khoorda and 
Nowaffur On that account these lamindars ga\c me no encouragement to 
expect their co*operatIon thev alio asked for wTitten authorities from the 
Maharaja on the subject giMng no credit to what I had said but as I hnd 
not rcccracd an> letter or paper from the Maharaja 1 had none to produce 
After going back to Rurrumbec I commenced mj* return to Ruttanporc 
On my arruing at Boad on m> wa> down to Cuttack the Raja fur 
nishcd me with a safe conduct through his country and on my return I 
remained at Ghoora Ghaut near Rood Khais eight days 1 nlso sent a 
message to the Raja who wtis at the distance of si^ coii requesting again 
an escort through hii counto the Raja sent me three Cutcha Rupees and 
three days proMiions b> m> messenger dcsmng me to accept them with 
free hbcrt> to go where 1 choic He also sent me an escort from this place 
1 went to B>Taghur where T remained four doss The Boad Raja t escort 
conducted me iafcl> through his country 

On my way to Cuttack I remamed (on account of a religious festival) 
ten da^ at Bora Samber I had three intcrMcwi with the Zamindnr Bhag* 
want Boorea to whom I delivered the Rahdarcc Parwana which I had 
received from Keshao Govind to his address I alio gave him a present of 
a pair of shoes from myself and he presented me with fi\c rupee* and a 
safe conduct through the country 

The onginal signed with the mark of Antajee Naik and voluntanfy 
acknowledged to be a true detxisition in the presence of Giptain Rough 
Sedge Aiiiitant to GoloncI Broughton 


Letter No 13 —The Secretary to Government desires Optaln Roughsedge 
under the direction of the Govcmor-Gcneral to dlsoiss measures 
for transfering Sambalporc and Patna territories to the Bhonsla 
and ^vants his opinion as to the proper numner of effe^ng It and 
as to the reactions the measure Is Ukely to produce, TThls Is In 
pursuance erf a policy of peace and non intervention which 
Cornwallis had determined upon 

edmonstone secretary to govern 

MENT 

To— CAPTAIN ROUGHSEDGE 

Camp Bankiporc 12ih September 1805 

The share which you had in the proceeding* of Colonel Broujditon 
on our western frontier your personal acquaintance and coramimication 
with the principals or agents of those Chirftaini and Zammdars formerly 
under the doininlon of the Raja of Berar with whom Colonel Broughton 
concluded engagements on the part of the Britiih Government and your 
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gcncrnl knowledge, cNpcncncc nnd nhiiit> hn\c induced the Governor* 
Generni to direct me to consult with )ou, on the prncficnbihtv of nccom- 
pli'ihinj^ nn nrrnniiement with tlu»'^e Chieftnin'^ .ind Zanund »rR which will 
ndniit of our rc'^torimt c\cntunll> to tlic Knjn of Bernr the dirtnclR of 
Snmhnipur nnd Pntnn without coinpromuiinu oui public f.iilh 

2 It i*; unnccc'^'^nry to e\p! un to \ou the con‘:idcr.ition‘; which rcndci 
the Governor-Gcner.il e\lrcnicl\ nuMOU'' to line it in his power to restore 
Ih CSC possessions It is suflicicnt for the purposes of this letter to stnie, 
thnt his Lord-'liip n so, nnd tlint under present eircunist.inccs, he would 
consider thnt oliject to he cIikIB ntt lined In the snerificc of n consider.iblc 
nnnunl sum of nione> or In j’^r.infs <>f kind ipplud to the purpose of com* 
pcnsntinji |ho Chiefs nnd Znmiiuhis with whom we h.nc contrncted enjjnrtc- 
ments, for the loss of their resptetne ttiiurc^, il the> should be unwolling 
to mnintnin them under the M.ihnrnttn Govc'-nment or for the detenora* 
tion of tlicir condition In the transfer of the pro\inccs of Snmbnlporc and 
Pntnn to the nuthoritv of tlu Kajn of Bernr, if tliev should be disposed to 
remain In the occupation of their respectoc territories 

3 The enitnjtements li.i\ injt lieeii tontr. cted with the Chiefs and 
'Znmindnrs pcrsonnll\ , and extendinj: no further on our part than to 
preclude us from pineine tlum neMin under the dominion of the Mnhrattas 
without their consent, it m.i\ jis.rh.ijis he a question whether we are not .it 
libcrlN to restore the tcrritor\ which then occupv to llic M.ihrnttn Go\crn- 
menl*c\en without the consent of tho'-e Chiefs .md Z.imindirs, provided 
w'c offcj them a rensonnhle compensition a^ nlune described, and afford 
them in their own persons the stipulnted protection P>iit wlintcvcr may 
be the merits of this question, it is not the wish of the Gtw crnoi -General 
to proceed at present upon lh.it principle Ills Lordslup wishes tl'al the 
sujigested arrnnficmcnt should be the result of nee'otiation lictwccn the 
British Government and tlic otlier p.irtics to the existing cii'^.ij^cnicnts It 
rem.uns therefore to state to some general remarks relative to the detail 
of the proposed arrangement, and to the mode of conducting such a 
negotiation 

A The Govci nor*Gcneral is well .awMrc of the decided aversion of all 
these Chiefs and Zamindars to the Goecrnmcnl of the Mahratta and his 
Eordship concludes that no degree of pccuni.ir} compensation no promises 
of security against t^'c vengeance of tlic M.ihratta Government although 
guaranteed by the British Government would induce the Chiefs and 
Zamindars voluntaril\ to return under the dominion of the Mahr.attas and 
that rather than submit to the Maiiratta authoritj they would abandon 
their tenures and retire wntliin the limits of the Company’s territory That 
psylum the Governor-General could readily consent to afford them, grant- 
ing them a reasonable compensation either in hand or money as might be 
found most practicable and convenient The amount of compensation 
must be regulated principally by the estimated extent of the profits which 
these Chiefs and Zamindars derive from their respective tenures, but it 
ought not to be limited to that extent, unless they should be content to 
a.ccept It as an equivalent for what they may resign The Governor- 
General trusts that it w^ould not be difficult to fix the amount of compensa- 
tion if the Chiefs and Zamindars should consent to the general principle 
of the arrangement 

5 His Lordship now wishes that you should without delay proceed 
to open a negotiation with these persons upon the principles which have 
been stated, unless any Insuperable or very material obstacles and objec- 
tions to the measure should occur to you in which event yoii will state 
them for the consideration of his Lordship, and await his final orders. 
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6 Pcrhap* tic moil cTpcdiliom and con\tnii.nt mode of coramcnc 
ing luch n ncgolmtlon ^vouid be b> employing the icrvlcc* of 1 crxnnd Ah 
Colonel Broughton i Agent now at Sambalporc TIni point however Hit 
Lordship leaves to ^our judgment and diicrction and you may contldcr 
>our»cif auihorircd immediately on the receipt of thii letter to proceed 
upon the execution of tlui duly without further reference unlcis you should 
deem such reference to be neccsiarx But you will of course communicate 
to mo without dell) for the information of tlic Governor General the 
mode in which you propose to prosecute this negotiation together with 
icntimcnti upon the subject of tlic proposed arrangement The Governor 
General will be glad to be enabled to communicate to the Raja of Berar 
at the earliest practicable period of lime hit intentions with regard to 
Sambalporc and Patna if there should be any probability of succcu m the 
accompllihmcnl of the proposed arrangcmenl In the meantime a copy 
of this letter will bo dispatched to the Resident at Nagpur for hit mfor 
mation wUh regard to the Governor General s wishes and intentions in 
favour of the Raja of Berar 


Letter No 14 —In reply lo the proposal of Comw-allls that the provinces 
of Sambalporc and Patna be transferred bad? to Ihc Bhonsla of 
Nagpur Capt Roughsedge suggests (hat the measure will be resent 
cd by the zamindars afteded (hereby Besides they roust be 
assigned Jaglrs elsewhere so (hat their numerous followers and 
dependants may find a means of livelihood For this purpose he 
suggests that (hey may be assigned Jaglrs in (he Khurdha district of 
the CultacK province If that district has come completely under 
Bnllsh administration or In Chhota Nagpur of which the Kala may 
be deposed He wants to know the view's of the Governor-General 
before he pressed the matter further 

from-captain roughscdgc commanding RAMGARH 

BATTALION 

To— N B EDMONSTONE SECRET ARY TO GO\^RNMENT 

Hazaribagh \7th ScptcjHfccr 1805 

I had yesterday the honour to receive your letter of the 12th instant 
and request you to accept my acknowledgments for the flattering manner 
m whidi you have been pleased to convey to me the orders of me Cover 
nor General 

As in ray opinion the consent of the Zamindan of Sambalporc and 
Patna to remain m those districts beyond Ihc penod of their restoration to 
the Ra>a of Berar is altogether improbable excepting perhaps m one or 
two instances it only appears necessary for me to submit my sentiments 
on the other arrangement proposed by His Excellency 

Anxious as is my desire on this important occasion to contribute to 
the completion of the views of the Governor General it is ray duty not to 
conceal from you the great difficulties attending the proposed negotiation 
and the extent of the sacrifices it will I apprehend be necessary to make 
before the Zamindars of Sambalporc and Patna can be induced to consent 
to quit a country governed by the Ancestors for many centuries and to 
relinquish property to them most valuable 

Although m offenng compensation at least adequate to the extent of 
them saennees I shall doubtless find it easy to convliice them of the justice 
and liberality of the Bntish Government I confess I should feel much 
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cmbirr,i«cd to point out a mode of proxicnnp for tliem, which would be 
at aP ebjidde tot Ih'? 1 \»>ellenc\ to idopt, nut aKo calculated to reconcile 
the /amtndar*' to tltt'> rutica! ehanee in their cituationc and condition 

ll IS unnccc‘:< iry for me to dwell upon the wellKnown and peculiar 
aversion whicli tlte Xatuc*' of all rmk-. of thc'C hilh ch^tricK ha\c to a 
Rc‘>idence tn the open countnew below tlte phat< I can n'^'-ert with con- 
fidence that the) never would wilhnnb con'^ent to do vo and if a reluctant 
acciuiescencx was obtained from them ;’*at thc\ would consiantlj regret 
their unhappx ciestinv I am al'^o of opinion that no reasonable grant of 
moncN would In in ’ Cvpt ible or adeejuate comjH'iisalion for the loss of 
their tenures m Simbilporc or Pitni bcc iu‘-e it could not be suflicient to 
provide for the numerous tribe of dependants, followers who must neLC's- 
sarih iceomp'inv them in their retiremeal, and whose subsistence could 
onl\ be ach nntapeouslv mhI economicalK provided for In the occupation 
of land Permit me to siiiiport thn opinion bv the instance of Sahe 
daggcrnit Singh, wju) wlun driven from Sirjroojn vs.is generously provided 
for in tiic late Government with a pension of three hundred rupees per 
month 

If I am correct is 1 timer mvself >eni vvill he of opinion in these ideas 
11 follovss tli.it a considerable proportion at least of the proposed cornnen- 
sation slienild consist of land and tliaf this land if possible should he situated 
in sucli part of the Hritish '1 errilorv .is ihev would most approve of for a 
Residence 

I cannot without more minute enquiry than m> i)rcsent situation admit 
of, offer a decided opinion as to the situations thev would prefer but I 
think It probable I should be able to prevail on the five Rnjns of Patna to 
accept suit ibic Jagirs in the district of Khoorda in the I’roiincc 
of Cuttack which if 1 am right in supposing that pergunnah to h.ivc been 
lately forfeited to the Government, it would perhaps not be diflicult to 
grant them 

It IS not so easy to as'^ign an eligible Assjlum for the Cliicftains and 
Zamindars of Sambilpore and I anticipate much more difiiculty m pre- 
vailing upon them to consent to the proposed change Their estates are 
far more productive and better cultivated than those of Patna and although 
the province labours under a great scarcity of cash it abounds in all the 
necessaries and comforts for winch thev entertain a value Onlv one 
method of obviating tlicir obicctions to the proposed arrangement occurs 
to me which I submit with the utmost diflidence from a conviction of the 
delicacy of its nature and which should IIis Excellency not be disposed to 
approve, I trust m> motives for proposing will plead my apology for the 
mention of 

The plan to which I allude is in a few words, to grant assignments of 
lands in the district of Choola Nagpur in proportion to their several claims, 
to the Zamindars of Sambalporc The situation and nature of this 
pergunnah is, I am persuaded, exactly what would tempt them, if anything 
can, to meet the wishes cf His Excellency and its extent with the asistance 
of some pecuniary grants will be found adequate to provide for all the 
persons m Sambalporc, with whom we hav^c contracted engagements 

The apparent injustice of depriving the Raja of Chhota Nagpur of the 
greater part if not of the whole of his Zamindari a necessary consequence 
of the adoption of this measure forms at first view an insuperable objection, 
but if it can be proved that in every relation in which he stands to the Bri- 
tish Government, he has forfeited by the grossest and most criminal mis- 
conduct all right to its protection, and support I confess I am not aware of 
the necessity of any hesitation to appropriate to the public advantage 
territory of which he has proved himself unworthy of the enjoyment. 
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The lubmiinnf; to Hii nxccllcncy the jjroundi on which 1 feel juitI6cd 
in maktn;; to icrioui an accusation at'ainst Kajn Dconath Sah> 1 trust I 
shall be permitted to call upon Mr Uickcttt the Collector of liihar to 
state the nature of hii conduct as Malgnrar under the Drltish Go\crnnicnt 
and upon Mr Miller the Mapistralc of Ramchur to support mv aiicrtion 
that in no one instance when he was at all interested lias the Ha}a paid 
the slichtcil obedience to the orders of the Qivil pow^r but on the contrary 
in open defiance to it alTordcd constant and uncqui\ocaI protection to the 
most atrocious criminals whilst m lilt political relation to the Bnlish 
Go\crnmcnt at proprietor of an extensile frontier rammdarj I can 
lafclj declare and c\cn pledge m>*sclf to pro\e that he has uniformly 
manifested the greatest disaffection to the public interest and instead of 
forwarding has constant^ endeavoured to thwart the withes of Govun 
ment 

The internal management of his zamindar> is not superior to his pub* 
lie conduct and frequent instances of hit oppression and extortion have 
come withm my own knowledge. 

The foregoing statement however I feel It to be my duty to add 
that much ot the misconduct of Raja Dewnath Sali> has been attributed 
though 1 know not with what justice to the intriguing and wicked servants 
by whom he is said to be governed 

1 await the decision of His rxccllcncy on this measure to propose a 
plan for its eventual execution which though arduous I should by no 
means deem impracticable Indeed the conduct of this person lias long 
taught the neighbouring Rajas and subordinate zamindars of Nagporc to 
look for hli punishment 

On the subject of the mode of commencing the negotiations Hu 
Excellency directs I beg leave most respectfully to state that although I 
have a high opinion of the abilities and Integrity of hurzand Ah I do not 
imagine his influence in the country to be suracicnl to odmit of his entering 
openly on so delicate a transaction vvith advantage. I apprehend Indeed 
It might be productive of a panic amongst the persons concerned which 
all my exertions hereafter would be insufficient to subdue With the 
sanction of His Excellency therefore it is my intention to proceed towards 
Sambalpore immediately after the receipt of your reply a delay which 
will cause no inconvenience as the road is daily becoming more practicable 
for troops and m the meantime I hove taken the neccssaia measures for 
a quick communication with the diitncti of Sambalpore and Patna 

It may not be too inffllng to mention that the delay of the Ranee of 
Sambalpore and the Raja of Patna in furnishing the funds Colonel 
Bioughton was authonzed to draw from them for the iupi>ort of 150 
Irregular Troops and for the payment of the salary of Fureand All induced 
me about a month since to admonish them on the subject and as the 
most likely means to ensure their regularity^ m future after communicating 
the late change m the British Government I took occasion to say that by 
the repetition of such inattention they would render themselves liable 
to be agam transferred to the control or the Raja of !^rar 

1 propose authorizing Fureand All by this dak to sound the dispositions 
of the Ghieftams of Sambalpore and Patna on the subject of the proposed 
arrangement without going to the length of a direct proposition and shall 
have the honour to transmit you a copy of my letter 

As the remoteness of the situation of Sambalpore from any British 
treasury will render it inconvenient if not impracticable for me to draw a 
timely supply of such cash as the completion of the negotiation may render 
necessary I beg leave to suMest the expediency of my being furnished 
by the Collector of Bihar before my departure, with a small sum for this 
purpose. 



Tlie Station of Hazarccbagh having been lately placed under the com- 
mand of Major General Clarke I request that you will be pleased to inform 
me how far I am to report on the subject of His Excellency’s present 
orders to that oflicer 


Letter No. 15 — ^The letter and the enclosure indicate the negotiations that 
Captain Roughsedge had been carrying on with the Ranee of 
Sanibalpur for the liansfer of hei territoiy back to the Bhonsla. 

From— CAPT ROUGHSEDGE, COMMANDING RAMGARH 
BATTALION, 

To-M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

SamhaJpore, 2l’;t January 1806 

Herewith I have the honour to transmit a copy of a dispatch last night 
forwarded to Mr Secretary Edmonstonc, from which you perceive the 
progress of my negotiation with the Ranee of Sambalpore 

My success so far has exceeded my expectations, but I do not look 
forward to the same facility with the other Zamindars 

Their arrival however must shortly determine this point but in the 
meantime, it would not perhaps be advisable to hold out too strong hopes 
to the Rajah of Berar on the subject 

I shall have the pleasure of giving you the eailiest intimation of the 
result of my proposition to the remainder Chieftains of these districts 


To-N B EDMONSTONE, ESQUIRE, SECRETARY TO THE 
GOVERNMENT 


Sir, 


I have the honour to acquaint you that I arrived on the 15th instant, 
at Sambalpore 

On the 16th I received a visit from the Ranee which however did not 
afford an eligible opportunity of opening to her the subject of my mission 

Although it appeared to me extremely adviseable to keep the negotia- 
tion a profound secret from the inhabitants of these districts in general 
and in particular from the several Chieftains concerned, until their arrival 
at Sambalpore, I deemed it equally necessary to disclose the intentions of 
Government to the Ranee without delay and if possible to gam her consent 
to the arrangement in contemplation, that I might avail myself of the 
influence of her example with the other Zamindars, as well as shut the 
door to any intrigues on difficulties that might hereafter arise on the 
subject from their assemblage at this place 

Under this impression I added to an idea that the most eligible mode 
of breaking the subject was by a personal conference. I yesterday morning 
waited upon the Ranee and after assuring her of the entire approbation 
of the British Government of her conduct in the administration of the 
affairs of this district, I proceeded to state that for urgent reasons, it had 
been irrevocably decided to restore it together with the province of Patna 
to the Rajah of Berar, that under this resolution two modes of providing 
for her and the other Zamindars, agreeably to the obligations of our public 
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faUh prcfcnlcd thcmtchci one of whidi whilit It iceured to them the 
prc\ilcfic of remaining on their o>^n tenure! would include a ipccul 
recommendation of them to the faxour of the Dhonjla and an equitable 
compensation for nn> possible deterioration in their situations arising 
from the proposed Iranslcr 

Before I could proceed to the explanation of the second plan the 
apprehensions and distress as well as surprise of the Uonec and her con 
hdcntinl scr\anU became as I expected extreme and tlic consequence 
was a lets reluctant acquiescence Chan ! should olhcnMsc ha\c obtained 
though hy no means a cheerful one in the wishes of Government 

The assurances I gave tlic Ranee of a liberal provision for herself rnd 
her dependants either of a pecuniar) or a tcrritoriil nature added to a 
hint for which I am indebted to the Honourable Mr J Iphinslonc that 
It might be possible to procure the liberation of her litisband and ton after 
the TcsioTniion of Sambalporc to the Raja of Rcrar had a considerable 
effect m flllcv inting her diitrcsi^ and before the conclusion of the conference 
I had the satisfaction of receiving from her a solemn declaration of her 
thorough confidence in the justice and libcnlit) of tlic British Government 
and of ncr entire devotion to its wishes 

I do not expect the other Chieftains of these extensive districts for 
some time but until their arrival 1 shall be usefully cmplo>cd in mvesti 
gating the extent of the several compensations it will be just to grant, and 
in confirming and encouraging the favourable disposition of the Ranee 
whose consent appears to me a most important point gained 

The body of irrciruHri Is doing duty at this place but as I conceive 
the Honourable the Governor General will not deem it just that the ex 
penie attending them should henceforward be defrayed b> the Ranee I 
purpose with hit sanction should no unforeseen objection occur to dit 
charge them with an additional allowance of pay to enable them to rcnch 
Allahabad on the tame terms as their comrades under Bhoop Singh 

You will perceive the expediency of m) being immediately furnished 
with information on the subject of the lands capable of appropriation to 
the purposes of my mission 

I have sent confidential persons to Chanda for the purpose of obtain 
ing correct information of the operations of Nana Sahib but the nature 
of ray late intelligence both from Mr Elphinstonc and other quarters 
leaves little room for apprehension on his occount 

It appears from Col Harcourt s dispatches to Lieut Col 
Brou^ton that little or no communication has existed between the 
constituted authorities m Cuttack and the Rajah of Bead and the local 
situation of that district above the Ghaut renders it more naturally depend 
ant on these provinces The Rajah also it believed to have little attachment 
to the British interests to desire benefit therefore from the retention of 
hii country it would be necessary to station a detachment above the pats 
which leads to Cuttack a racasure Tendered almost impoulble by the 
extreme insalubrity of the climate Some inconvenience also may arise if 
the district of Boad is retained by the Bntnh Government from the dii 
pntes which have long subsisted between its inhabitants and those ot 
Sonepore and other adjacent pergunnahs, and which may be expected to 
produce mutual incursions and injuries which will give considerable 
trouble when the parties arc subjects of diBerent Governments 



On these grounds perhaps it may be in the judgment of the Honour- 
able the Governor-General more adviseable to include the pergunnah of 
Boad also, m the proposed cessions to the Raja of Berar, and in this 
event, I shall of course be honoured with his orders on the subject 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Camp near Sambalpore Your most obedient humble servant, 

January 19th, 1806 E Roughsedge 

Letter No 16. — Roughsedge mentions what preliminary talks he had with 
the Rajas of Patna, Khariar and Bora Sambhar about their 
transfer to the authority of the Bhonsla and what their reactions 
were to this proposal 

From— GAPT ROUGHSEDGE, COMMANDING RAMGARH 

BATTALION, 

To— N B EDMONSTONE, SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT 

Camp Sambalpore, 23rd Febriiaiy 1806 

1 had the honour of expressing to you m my letter of the 9th instant 
an expectation of the immediate arrival of the Rajah of Patna and the 
dependant Chieftains of his district and that of Sambalpore 

2 It was not however until the 15th instant that this Zammdar 
accompanied by the Rajahs of Khariar and Foolgur made his appearance, 
and on the 17th having assembled them in my tent, I opened the subject 
of my mission in terms newly similar to those used m my interview with 
the Ranee of Sambalpore 

3 The sorrow and consternation with which they listened to my 
proposition was extreme, and after bewailing their unfortunate destim m 
very affecting terms, they for some time seemed inclined to remain on 
their tenures, endeared to them by an uninterrupted possession of many 
centuries, at all hazards, though firmly persuaded of the inevitable destitu- 
tion the proposed transfer would expose them to 

4 It IS unnecessary I trust to assure you that no argument or means 
within my power or ability were omitted to induce them to change rhis 
resolution, and accede to the wishes of Government I gave them the 
most positive assurance of an ample provision for the comfortable sub- 
sistence of themselves, their families, and immediate dependants under the 
permanent protection and indulgent authority of the British Government 
and added, perceiving it would considerably influence their determination, 
that I would not quit them until they were securely and confortably fixed 
in the several asylums destined for their reception, which though unable 
at present to speak decidedly about, I informed them would most prob- 
able be situated m the district of Khordah m Cuttack 

5 This last assurance had its effect, but I was obliged to grant them 
time for the purpose of a more deliberate consultation amongst themselves 
and with the Ranee of Sambalpore, and the interview concluded with this 
arrangement 

6 The previous consent of the Ranee influencing the nature of her 
advice to her relations, the Raja of Patna and Khariar, had all the bene- 
ficial effect to which I before looked forward, and I had this morning the 
Satisfaction to receive from these persons and the Zammdar of Foolgur, 
a written declaration of theor respectful acquiescence in the principle of 

11 
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the arranged dctirc b> Go\crnmcnt on the aiiuranct of an ndequ^to 
proMSion for tlicmscKcs and Inmilici in the British Tcmlorj and of 
the fulfilment of m> engagcmenlt to accompan> and in them fixed in the 
se\cral sUuationi to be aisigncd to them 

7 I trust these terms ma> meet with the approbation of the Hon bic 
the Governor General in Council and that lie will be p\ca«ed to sanction 
the engagement whidi I found it essential to the success of the ncfiotia 
tion to enter into 

8 The Raja of Nowagur and the Zamrndar of Bora Sambar both in 
the district of ralna liavc not attended to m> call the former is a savage 
Chief of the Gond tnbe whose Zaminda^ it situated m the midst of im- 
penetrable jungles on the borders of the Barbarous district of Baslar He 
profctacs to be guided cntircl> b> the example of the Raja of Khanar 
but 1 do not think it probable that he will be inclined to quit bit jungles 
where he has little cause tndecJ to be apprehensive of the Mah^attas 
Should he determine otherwise I have consented to his partaking of the 
provision to be assigned to the other Chieftains and at all events as hit 
district presents no one temptation and man> difficulties to the Mahrattni 
little UDcastneu need be felt about his determination 

9 The Zaraindar of Bora Sambar wliosc attachment to the Bntiih 
Government as will appear on a reference to Colonel Broughtons cone- 
spondcnce was always doubtful detained my messenger until he had writ 
ten to and obtained a reply from Ruttaopore he then dismissed him with 
an evasive and unsatisfacton answer 1 nave no hopes of his arrival with 
me and no hesitation in declaring that bis attachment to the Mahiatta 
Government ii too evident to rtnoer it either just or expedient that any 
offer should be made to him 

10 I trust that my conduct and success hitherto may be hononured 
With the approbation of Government though you will doubtless perceive 
that the want of the Khordah report has considerably embarrassed and 
impeded me but 1 must not conceal from you that the most difficult part 
of the ne^tlation is yet to be effected I allude to the consent of the 
Rajas of Soncporc Raighar Soronghar Gangporc etc . the zealous co- 
operation of most of these chiefs with Colonel Broughton and their 
subsequent good conduct give them pcmliar claims to the libera! consi 
deration of Government and althou^ they will never consent to be 
replaced under the authority of the Raja of Berar and fear the voluntary 
relinquishment of their zammes is neither to be cheaply or easily effecteo 

11 I have however adopted what appear to me the most probable 
means to ensure luccesi and I hope very shortly to have the honour to 
announcing to you the result 

12 Permit me respectfully to request that orders of Government 
on the subject of the Irregulars whom I have not deemed it expedient 
to discharge until the conclusion of the negotiation or the receipt of your 
Instructions reftirding them 

13 On the receipt of the information from Khorda I shall mime- 
oiately proceed to the conclusion of the arrangements with the Ranee of 
Sarabalporc and the Zamindar* of Patna which their acquiet(xnce in the 
principle of the transfer will render it extremely easy to submit without 
delay for the approbation of Government 
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Letter No 17 —Captain Roughsedge describes the general attitude of the 
Rajas m the matter of their transfer to the authority of the Bhonsla, 
and particularly mentions that of the Raja of Raigarh, Avho is 
irreconcilable to the new situation. Roughsedge also reports the 
raid of a band of Pindans on Ratanpur. 

From— CAPTAIN ROUGHSEDGE, COMMANDING RAMGARH 
BATTALION, 

To— N B EDMONSTONE, SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT 

Samhalpore, lOth March 1806 

1 have delayed for some days to leport to you for the information of 
the Hon’ble the Governor-General in Council the state of affairs ai this 
place, in the hope of being honoured with the commands of Government 
on the subject of my several dispatches 

2 It IS with regret however I now find myself compelled to submit 
the failure of all my attempts to prevail on several of the dependant 
Zamindars of Sambalpore to consent to the arrangement desired by Gov- 
ernment and I am sorry to be obliged to include in this number Raja 
Joujar Singh, Zammdar of Raighar a person whose attachment ro the 
British interests, and services with Colonel Broughton have been repeat- 
edly brought within the notice of Government 

3 'His aversion to quit his native country is not more insurmount- 
able, than his reluctance voluntarily to return under the Mahracti autho- 
rity, and the combination of these two sentiments has apparently drawn 
him to the wild and desperate resolution of attempting to defend his 
country in conjunction with all who may be similarly disposed, against 
any attempts of the troops of the Raja of Berar to regain possession 

4 It IS difficult to say to what length this determination may carry 
the Raja and his confiderates and although I have no positive grounds of 
suspicion, it would not, I confess, sui prize me to witness an attempt on 
their part to gain possession of the fort of Sambalpore and the person of 
the Ranee who continues, I am happy to say, steadfast to her original en- 
gagements with me 

5 As I consider it absolutely necessary to guard as much as possible 
against such an event I have deemed it inexpedient to discharge for t;he 
present the body of Ii regulars, and should anv further ground of suspi- 
cion arise it is also my intention to detain here as long as may be indis- 
pensably necessary the detachment of Sepoys under Lt Lloyd whose 
arrival may be looked for on the 20th instant 

6 I trust when the importance of preventing the scene of uproar and 
confusion which must follow their occupation of the fort and possession of 
the person of the Ranee is considered that these measures may meet with 
the approbation of Government 

7 I had for many days strong hopes of ultimately gaming the consent 
of Raja Joujar Sing to the arrangement desired by Government and it was 
not without sincere concern, that I found myself obliged, after urging every 
argument that might convince and trying every channel that could influ- 
ence himi, to relinquish this expectation 

8 In announcing to me his final determination not to quit Raighar, 
he added that the short exnencnce he had of the svstem and principles of 
the British Government whilst it increased his right for the aporoaching 
loss of its protection, had not failed to create in his mind a thorough con- 
fidence on my assurance of a liberal and permanent provision for himself 
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ond dependants under the consent required from him but that no 
advantage however ^cat and flattering could compcnialc in hit opinion 
and that of hit famil> for the unhappincn and indeed diigracc which 
could not fail to be the result of their quitting Kaighar He concluded by 
saying that at he wai inflcxibl> determined peace to return under the 
authorlt> of the Mahrattas, he looked forward ioIcl> to the ttrenph of hit 
countr> and hit own exertions for protection and if disapnoinlcd in thctc 
hopes that it wai hit determination to de«tro> himself and family 

9 How far the approach of a hf-ihratla force and the formal cession 
of this country on the part of the British Government would tend to alter 
these resolutions I cannot pretend to ta^ but a thorough knowledge of the 
disposition and views of Ilaja Joujar Singh authonzes me to aiiure jou 
that no temptation in the present state of things would be strong enough 
to induce mm to quit Roighar 

10 Under this conviction I deemed it adviscablc after expressing my 
regret at hit unwise determination to point out his inabilit> to res st a 
Mahratta force and the ncccisitj of his eventual submisiion to the authority 
of the Raja of Berar adding that I was persuaded^ the British Govern 
ment holding in remembrance hit past icrvices Would not fa I to 
recommend him forciblv to the forgiveness and favour of that court if he 
should be desirous of its interposition 

11 To this oScr he appeared to pay but little attention and disclaim 
•ng all coohdcncc in the promises of the Mahratta Government or tub* 
mission to Its authority he shortly after retired 

12 The great inHucocc of Raja Joujar Sin^ in Sambalporc has 
rendered hu refusal I am sorr> to say matcriaTl> detrimental to the 
success of my miuion with other Zamindars one of whom Dewan 7ccb 
Singh of Salrtee has also given a decided negative and I much fear that 
the ultimate answer of the proprietors of Soncporc and Saroikala and 
which I expect tomorrow will be of a similar nature if the remaining 
zamindars those of Saninghar and Benjur (1 oolihur?) have assented to the 
wishes of Government and I have great hopes that the Rajas of Gangpore 
Bamra and Bonai will follow their ciainplc 

13 I had delajed transmitting to you for the approbation of the 
Honourable the Governor General in Council a calculation of the several 
provisions in land or money which will be sufficient for the comfortable 
subsistence of the Chieftains of these distncti and their immediate depend 
ants in the daily expectation of being furnished with the information 
from Khoorda, but the lateness of the season and the difficulty of effecting 
the removal or so manv families in time for thoir settlement in that district 
or elsewhere before the commencement of the rainy season oblige me 
no longer to postpone this statement I have therefore the honour herewith 
to transmit an account for the general correctness of which I can safely 
vouch of the mcoraei at present engaged by the several Zamindars and 
a calculation of the several provisions to which their former services and 
the nature of the sacrifice required from them the number of their depend 
ants and the reasonable exigencies of their rank ond situation in my humble 
opinion justly entitle them to 

14 As it 11 possible that some of the penoni who at present refuse to 
relinquish their tenures may hereafter alter their intentions I have mcluded 
the whole, and I trust it may be permitted me to add that the several sums 
mentionea have been the result of a very mmute and careful investigation 
from various quarters 
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15 The average of the proposed jDrovision is considerably within 
the accounts of the present incomes of the Znmmdars, and the only material 
excess is m the instance of the Raja of Patna I tiust however when the 
respectability of ins family, which formerly possessed the whole country 
from Ruttanporc to Cuttack, and the lidclilj of his attachment to the 
British Government arc considered that this will not be deemed too liberal 
a compensation for his rclmciuishment of possessions which under the 
protection of tlic British Government would doubtless have ever long been 
superior m \alue to the provision proposed for him 

36. I deem u m\ dutv also to say a few words on the subject of the 
Raj.ili of Saranghar w-hose character on the original account transmitted 
by Colonel IBroughton to Government of the Zjmmdars of Sambalpore 
was pointed m no fa\our.ible colours 

17 Colonel Broughton long smee found reason entirely to alter his 
opinion of this person, with whose conduct he w^as thoroughly satisfied, 
and on the present trying occasion I ha\e found in no other individual so 
firm an attachment to the British Govcinmcnt, and so ready an acquies- 
cence in its wushes 

18 There are three Ranees at present in the fort of Sambalpore, 
one whom as will appear from statement No 1, has an establishment and 
income, entirely indepcndant of the I.idy at the head of affairs She is 
equally attached to the British Government and on the relinquishment of 
her tenure, has equal claims to a compensation I trust therefore the 
separate provision pioposcd for hci ma> ho honoured w'lth the approbation 
of Government 

39 I take the liberty farther to state that 1 have calculated the amount 
of the several compensations on the supposition of their being principally 
to consist of land and I beg leave to assure you that to the best of my 
judgment wholly of a pecuniary nature, they will not be sufficient to afford 
either just indemnification for the sacrifices of the Zammdars or to provide 
for that comfortable subsistence and state of respectability which I am 
persuaded it is the intention of Government to secure to them 

20 I have this instant received a letter from the Ranee of Sonepore 
which I am happy to say is expressive of her acquiescence in the wishes of 
Government, but the unsteady disposition of the natives of this country 
the clashing of individaul interests in the families of the several Chieftains 
and the general fluctuation of hopes and fears at this trying j'uncture render 
it impossible for me to become responsible for their ultimate fidelity to 
their engagements 

21 My present opinion is that with the exception of the Zamindars of 
Raighar, Suktee, and Saracole the arrangement derived by Government 
may be carried into effect, the conduct and services of the two latter per- 
sons, have not been much as to give them In effect any strong claims on 
the British Government but with respect to Toujar Singh the case is 
different and I hope to be excused m respectfully suggesting (in the event of 
the completion of the airangement) the propriety of securing him by a 
private condition in the treaty of cession of these districts, from the 
resentment and oppression of the Raja of Berar 

22 I. beg leave respectfully to which the instructions of Government 
for my guidance in the event of any attempt on the part of the dissenting 
Chieftains to take possession of the fort and person of the Ranee as also 
the each decision of the Hon’ble the Governor-General in Council on the 
subject of the several provisions for those who acquiesce 
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23 1 ha\c pivcn no specific assurancci to an> one on this head but 
1 ha^c Ttaion to bclic\e that the parlici concerned Tpould be satisfied with 
and grateful for the amount now submitted 

24 If It toda> reported on good grounds that a conildcrablc body 
of Pindarics has made itt appearance in Chottcesgarh and after canning 
off a \cr> valuable caravan of iilki etc proCLcding from Benares to 
Nagpur and plundering two or three pcrgunnahi that it hat encamped in 
the neighbourhood of Kuitanpore with an intention of attacking that place 
this party it supposed to hive penetrated b> the route of Amarl^ntak from 
Sohagporc 


Letter No 18 Elphlnstonc reporU the discussions he had with Jaswant 
Rao Bhonsia s Minister regarding the cession of Sambalpore tract 
and the tract on the left bank of the Wardha to the Bhonsia 
Jaswant Rao indicated the dissatisfaction of the Bhonsia about this 
and his expectation uf much bigger cessions as a result of the 
letter of Cornwallis 

From— M FLPHINSTONC RFSIDFNT AT NAGPUR 
To-THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 

Nagpur ISth March 1806 

I did myself the honour to i[cport to you the conversation which I hid 
with Jeswant Rao on acquainting him with the pronoicd restoration of 
Sambalpore and the divided districts on left bank ot the Wardha He 
came to me again early this morning accompanied b> Jaikishan Rao He 
begun b> saving that he had laid before the Raja the substance of the state 
meats which I had made to him that the Roja had heard them m silence 
and after some time had called Sreedhar Pundit aside and asked what he 
thought of the affair and that the first remark His Highness made was 
that It would be better to give over the 2^mindary together with the tern 
tor> of Sambalpore Jeswant Rao stated that he had replied by observing 
that the British faith was pledged to the Famindars on which the Raja 
remarked that m that case the Zammdars would be a burden on the Cora 
pany and this was all he said on the subject of Sambalpore His Highness 
then went on to mention of the districts on the left bank of the Wardha 
He said that he had no desire to lay himself under obligations to the Niram 
nor indeed was the amount of this acquisition such as he would accept 
from any one He observed that even in hu present reduced state there 
were many Sirdars m his service who had Jai^ecrs as ample as that which 
it was not now proposed to give him that Hit Highness then said that 
•every one knew the severe and heavr lots he had sustained it was alto 
known to all the world that he had been repeatedly solicited both by 
Smdia and Holkar to join m a confederacy against the British and that 
the consequence of his firm denial and resolute adherence to the faith of 
the treaties had been the devastation of hii territories by the Pmdartes 
under the mflucnce of those Chiefs that notwithstanding this he had 
nevi.r put in a claim to any remmaation whatever when Lord Cornwallis 
bf hiB own free will had wrote him expressing great grief at his reduced 
condition a desire to renew the ties of inetidship with him on the ancient 
footing and a determination to make a restitution to the utmost extent 
which good faith would permit that on the strength of this declaration of 
the late head of the Bntish Govcmnient in India and of the confirmation 
of It by you on your accession to the same high station His Hi^ncu 
had formed a confident expectation that the whole of hit temtory was about 
to be restored to him a hope which he had continued to chensh until 
^e moment that his disappointment was m consequence extreme and hat 
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it raised his astonishment to observe that while he was thus rewarded for 
his fidelity to those who had been engaged in the former confederacy with 
him, and who were equally bound by the treaties, which put an end to 
it, were now allowed to profit by their gross perfidy and decided enmity 
to the British Nation, and that Holkar after a long struggle with the 
English was quietly restored to the whole of his hereditary dominions 
The Raja further observed that British Government would soon see how 
well Holkar would keep faith with them and would again have an oppor- 
tunity of observing His Higness’s attachment to them and his inviolable 
adherence to his engagements, which no mortifications or disappointment 
should even alter, and that he would now wait patiently till then in the 
hope that time by further proving his good faith and friendship, might at 
last induce the British Government to alleviate his distress In replying 
to Jeswant Rao, I took no notice of the vehemence with which the Raja 
had expressed himself, but said that you would no doubt be equally sur- 
prized and disappointed, when you heard the manner in which the Raja 
had received an intimation which you of course had expected would cause 
the greatest satisfaction m his mind and greatly contribute to strengthen 
and increase the friendship which before prevailed between his state and 
ours 

That the Raj'a appeared to found his reasoning on the grounds which 
it appeared to me would not bear the arguments he had raised on them, 
the first was that Lord Cornwallis had given him reason to expect greater 
benefits from his friendship Whatever might be the expression used in 
His Lordship’s letter, the Raja must have been very sensible that he did 
not intend to restore all our conquests, that His Highness had made war 
on the English and forced them to expend their blood and treasure in 
their own defence He had indemnified the Company for the loss and 
injury, and his afterwards conducting himself m a more just and peace* 
able manner, might induce the Government to assist and befriend him 
but could never of itself compensate for all the loss and danger he had 
occasioned This I observed might have occurred to His Highness imme- 
diately on perusing Lord Cornwallis’s letter, but even if this obvious reason- 
ing had escaped him, he must recollect my acquainting him that Lord 
Cornwallis only wished to make certain arrangements for his advantage 
and not to occasion any change m the state of India and also my letting 
him precisely through his Minister, that there was no negotiation on foot 
with the Nizam and that he ought not to be immoderate in his expecta- 
tions I said that at the time I made that commumcaion it was only intend- 
ed to give him Sambalpore, the addition of the Districts on the Wardha 
having been projected since Lord Cornwallis’s death I said the next point 
on which His Highness insisted was his friendly behaviour during the war, 
and the loss he had suffered m consequence I declared that I did not 
mean to depreciate the merit of his conduct which had been rer^ulated by 
a strict regard to his engagements, but that as he had only maintained a 
neutrality, he could not expect to be rewarded as an ally The losses he 
had sustained were occasioned by the Pmdanes, who were notoriously 
independent both of Sindia and Holkar, and who had occasioned as much 
injury to the former of those Chiefs as they had done to the Raja I 
remarked that His Highness’s conduct, far from embroiling him with 
Sindia and Holkar, left him exactly the same claim on those Chiefs, which 
he had on us In adverting to the advantages derived by Sindia from his 
last settlement with us, T availed mvself of all the arguments with which I 
was furnished in Mr Edmonstone’s dispatch, dated and 

observed that Smdia was now in a state of great weakness and embarrass- 
ment and that besides the loss, of reputation which he had incurred, he 
had forfeited the protection of the Company, of which I doubted nor, 
he would soon feel the full value With regard to Holkar, I said I had 
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no order* lo explain >our polic> but that it wai evident that if >ou tpared 
Holknr ^^hcn you had him in >our power It wot bccduic it suited your 
MCWi better to raise him than to destroy him and that what you did 
tMth a view to the Company i advantage did not apply to the present 
ease in which >ou were making sacrifices for the Rajas gratification As 
the iniinuation that Holkar would renew the war seemed to me to imply 
without I remarked on that part of the discourse attributed lo the Raja 
that there was no ground whatever to ascribe any such design to Holkar 
who owed hii existence to the clemency of the British Government but 
that if such an event did occur the result of the last war had shown how 
easily the British Government could sceurc its tranqu!Iht> b> driving him 
out of India I then dwelt on the value of the cessions which >ou pro- 
posed to make to the Raja I asked what His Highness thought of getting 
Sambalporc on the great value of which province he had so often dwelt 
Jeswant Rao answered that His Highness had said no more about Sambal 
pore that he had before reported I then said that the districts on the 
vVardha were not onij valuable on account of their revenue but still more 
so because of the district frontier and undivided authont) they gave the 
Raja Jeswant Rao on this, communicated some further remarks which 
he asenbed to the Raja and which spoke of the Court of H>derabad in 
the most contemptuous terms The substance of them was that the Raja 
looked for compensation to the British as ihcj and they alone had con 
quered his provinces, for if their protection were withdrawn he would find 
no difficulty in settling with the Nixam on very different terms I here 
interrupted Jeswant Rao ta>ing if iho Dntuh protection were withdrawn 
I doubted not that the Raja would he guided b> the same just and fnendiv 
sentiments towards the Nitam which now influenced him As I perceived 
that the manner of the proposed cession gave great offence I asked Jeswant 
Rao to tell me confidentially whether he thought the grant would be ex 
trcmcly agreeable to the Raja If made absolutely to which Jeswant Rao 
replied certainly not the yearly rent of these districts is not a lack of 
rupee* and the Raja would not take ten a* a compensation for hit losses 
He then went over all the statements and reasoning he had used before 
with the addition of two very extraordinary aiiertions that the Raja had 
not relied much on m> cxplanalioni as being at variance with Lord Com 
wallit I letter and that he had been all the time of the last war^ prepared 
to assist the British with a body of troop* and looking with impatience 
till the period when hii assistance should be called for I contented my 
self with rcpljmg m the gentlest terms to these ridiculous assertions and 
through the whole of the above discussions I was careful to use the most 
conciliating language being rather anxious to persuade the Raja to he 
satisfied with what was offered him than to refute the arguments which he 
brought forward m proof of his goodwill and attachment to the English 
but at last I told Jeswant Rao that the Raja s message was so extraordinary 
that I did not know how to report it to you that the Raja owned he had 
no claim on the Company yet when you of your own accord offered to 
make a considerable addition to hit temtones. he makes no acknowledge- 
ment for the kindness but on the contrary declares that what is offered 
IB not enough and I enquired on what footing I was to put this dcclara 
tioni Jeswant Rao admitted what I had said and owned the Raja had no 
claims on the Bntiih and added that he was not dissatisfied with what had 
been done for him but that he founded much greater hopes on Lord Com 
wallii s letter on the generosity of the British to other* and on the con 
seiousneis of hu own fnendshlp and fidelity After this we conversed for 
some time on indifferent topic* and I told Jerwant Rao at parting that T 
should not make out my final despatch to you till I taw him agam 

It IS with much regret Hon bic Sir that I report to you the reception 
with which the proposal for ceding SambaJpore etc. has met so different 
from what might have been expected 
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Some of the expressions of the letter from the most Hon’ble Marquis 
Cornwallis may have led the Raja at first to look for greater cessions than 
are now offered, but as I let no opportunity slip of moderating his hopes, 
and as by saying that the restoration depended neither on the Company nor 
the Nizam, I directly pointed out the part of his territories which were 
to be restored, I cannot believe that His Highness finds the proposed ces- 
sion less than he expected I rather imagine that his discontent arises 
trom a comparison of his owm condition with that of Sindia and Holkar 
and that he merely took this occasion as the first that offered to give it 
vent. 


Letter No 19.— Roughsedge lepoits that the dissenting Chiefs of Raigarh, 
etc , have changed their mind regaiding their transfer back to 
Bhonsla’s authority 

From— CAPT ROUGHSEDGE, COMMANDING RAMGARH 

BATTALION, 

To— N B EDMONSTONE. SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT 

Cawp SambaJpiir, 21th Maich 1806 

1 have much satisfaction in stating for the information of the Hon’ble 
the Governor-General in Council, that the peaceable conduct of the dis- 
senting Zamindars, has rendered it unnecessary for me to detiin the detach- 
ment under Lieut Lloyd beyond the time necessary to procure them the 
supplies of which they were in need, and to enable me to dismiss with 
advantage Rajah Joujar Singh to his Zamindary 

2 This Chieftain took leave of me yesterday morning apparent!) 
wuih a determination to persevere in the sentiments I had formerly the 
honour of detailing to you I again endeavoured to impress upon him the 
necessity of his submission to the authority of the Rajah of Berar, when it 
should have been re-eVabhshed in these districts, but at the same time 
added that I should with pleasure see him change his determination and 
accept an asylum in the British territory at any period previous to the 
departure of myself and the other Zamindars, and the occupation of the 
country by a Mahratta force 

3 I also took an opportunity of repeating to him the assurances of 
my conviction that he would be strongly recommended to the favour of 
his former sovereign by the British Government, and although he did not 
express any intention of reconciling himself to the Mahratta authority he 
quitted me in a better spirit than I have reason to expect 

4 I had yesterday also the pleasure of receiving the definitive consent 
of the Rajah of Gangpore to relinquish his Zamindaree on the terms 
prviposed, of the remaining Chieftains, the Rajahs of Bamra and 
Raigarh, and the Tacoors of Saktee and Saraikala_ have positively 
refused to quit their tenures and from the Rajah of Bonei (fwhom I have 
never seen and whose pergunnah joins Smghbhoom, Choota Nagpore, and 
Koonjer) have not been able to obtain a decisive answer his acquiescence 
however I have little hope of 

5 It is possible that one or two of these Zamindars may be induced 
by my departure and the approach of a Mahratta force to change their 
resolutions and solicit the provision they now refuse, but should they 
persevere I beg leave to repeal that Rajah Joujar Singh is the only person 
whose dissent is in my judgment a reasonable cause of regret, the others 
having been originally been placed under the British protection merely 

12 
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from their local iltuation and dcncndancy on the Ranee of Sambalporc 
and not on account of any specific icrvicct performed by or separate 
cngaficmcnti granted to them individually 

6 The detachment under the command of Lieut Llmd will pursue 
iti route to Nagpur on the Slst instant, and I have much pleasure in 
submitting to Government its extreme good conduct in passing through the 
wild diitncti between this place and Hazanbagh 

7 The departure of the dissenting zamlndan has enabled me to call 
upon the Ranee of Sambalpore to disband the greatest part of her troops 
and this measure is now carrying into effect but I have been prevented by 
a want of funds from making any advances to the Zamindars of Soneporc 
and Gangporc and from discharging the bod> of Irregulars In the pay of the 
British Government 


Letter No 20 — Roughsedge among other things of political Interest 
mentions that the ground had been fully prepared for the cession 
of ^mbalporc to the Bhonsla Sambalporc district will be a 
valuable acquisition because It abounds in minerals and there are 
diamond mines 

From— CAPT ROIIGHSEDGC COMMANDING THC RAM 
GARH BATTALION 

To-M ELPHINSTONh RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Cflnip 5Dnrfifl//»»r 14fA April 1806 

I have been favoured with >our verr obliging letter* of the 26th ultimo 
and the 4th instant and return >ou my be*t thanks for the good news from 
Europe 

I trust the stream of good fortune will be followed up by more 
Important successes and that Bonaparte when too late for retreat will have 
reason to rcisent hii rapid advance to the capita] of Empire like Austria 

I am extremely annoyed luit now by a stupid attitude of the Post 
Office people between this and Calcutta by a letter from Mr Edmonstonc 
just received after 2nd instant It appears that m> definitive instructions 
and the sentiments of Government on all the points connected with my 
mission were contained m n dispatch forwarded from Calcutta on the 
25th ultimo but which nothing arrived has I fear gone on to Nagpur and 
cannot be returned to me there ten days 

The season nf the year is so advanced and so much remains to be done 
that should the Raja be disposed to receive Sambalpore I do not see how 
the poor emimnts can get to Khoorda m time to shelter themselves 
against the incTetnency of the Rains With respect to the liberation of the 
Rajas of Sonepore and Sambalpore I believe I have stated to you that it 
did not appear to me latterly a arcumstance very ardently desired by their 
respective ladies What they dread of seems to be the arrival of their 
hu^ands under the protection of Nana Sahib a Officers detailed to take 
possession of Sambalporc and a subsequent call upon the Bntish Gov 
ernment to restore to them the Ranee s I have endeavoured however and 
apparently with success to mitigate their fears on this head 

Lord Cornwallis s unfortunate letter to the Raja of Berar will have 
caused you a great deal of trouble and must to the present Government he 
very embarrassing I really am of opmion that it would be better to waive 
all cessions to the Raja than to make him a present which even m 
accepting he shows a contempt for 
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Sambalpore is however, a very valuable acquisition to the Raja of 
Berar not only for the strength of frontier it gives him but from the great 
value of its natural productions. Minerals of every description it abounds 
and the water carriage to Cuttack renders their sale easy and advantageous 
I am persuaded also that diamond mines equal in value to those of Bundel- 
khand might with great facility be discovered The only way the natives 
at present have of finding them is by washing the sand of the Mahanadi, and 
in employing a few men for the last three weeks in this manner, I have 
procured of couple of them of about two hundred and fifty rupees value 

Should the Rajah of Berar consent to receive Sambalpore, I shall be 
much obliged by your informing me as early as practicable of the mode 
which may be determined upon for his taking possession, it is very desir- 
able that all the Zammdars and other inhabitants of the country who may 
resolve to quit their tenures should be sent away previously to the arrival 
of a Mahratta force 

The Ranee who will be highly gratified with your intended present is 
quite ready for a march and I only wait the arrival of the unfortunate dis- 
patet; from Government and of cart from Cuttack to make dispositions for 
her immediate departure. 

I have the pleasure to enclose the copy of a letter some days since 
dispatched Eveiy thing is perfectly quiet to the westward Mr Meicer 
had marched by the route of Udaipur for Ujjaim I am happy to^ find your 
part of the world is likely to gam so long a respite from the Pindaris 

I trust should you not have been furnished wjth a copy of Mr Edmon- 
stone’s letter to me of the 25th which I concluded has gone to Nagpur, 
that you have used no ceremony m persuing it 

Letter No 21.— The Secretary intimates that the Governor-General had, 

- approved of the willingness on the part of the Bhonsla to accept 
with gratitude the restoration of the Sambalpore and Patna tracts 
and tliat the restoration was calculated to relieve the British 
Government of their responsibility of affording protection to those 
Rajas. The release of the husband and son of the Ranee of 
Sambalpore from the prison of the Bhonsla is to be effected as a 
condition. 

From— N B EDMONSTONE, SECRETARY TO GOVERN- 
MENT, 

To-M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort William, 12th May 1806 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch. No 15, 
dated the 16th ultimo 

2 The Governor-General in Council has received with much satis- 
faction the information which your dispatch conveys of the Raja’s accept- 
ance of the intended cession of Sambalpore and Patna, and his concurrence 
ID the assignment of pensions to his Ministers, m a manner more consis- 
tent witn the sense he should entertain of the liberality of the British 
Government than that m which he received the communication of the 
extent of the proposed cessions In however limited a degree the Raja 
may be impressed with the sentiments of gratitude on this occasion, his 
acceptance of the cession of Sambalpore and Patna, and his concurrence 
m me grant of the pensions, may be considered to constitute a certain 
pledge of his sincere desire to maintain the relations of amity and concord 
with the British Government, and a certain degree of security for the con- 
tinuance of that disposition, and the completion of the arrangement may 
be eSected to produce a beneficial effect upon all our political relations 
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3 Tlic Raja s proper acceptance of our professed liberally therefore 
li considered by the Go\cmor General In Council to be an c\cnt of tome 
importance and the charge of these concessions, however considerable, 
appears to the Go\crnor General In Council to be more than compensated 
by the ad\antages ^\hich they m\ol\c not only In the point of \icw above 
described but also In the relief which the cession of Sambalporc and Patna 
will afford to the British Go\cmmcnt from the Inconvenient obliQatlon of 
extendinfi its protection to those distant and unprofitable Icrrltoricf 

4 The tenor of your discourse to Shreedhar Pundit at described in 
your dispatch, it entirely flppro\ed by the Governor General m Council 

5 You will of course receive from Captain Rou^hsedse regular re- 
ports of his proceedings in his negotiations with the Zamindan of the 
districts to he ceded Lvery exertion will now bo employed to nccclcrati- 
the departure of the Zamincfan who have assented to the proposed arrange 
ment, and to expedite the actual transfer of the provinces in question to 
the Kaja t authority 

6 The Raja having declined acceptance of the districts East of the 
Wardha proposed to be ceded to him n> Hii Highness the Soubahdar of 
the Deccan the Resident at Hyderabad will be instructed to make the 
necessary communication to Hii Highness and to drop all further pro- 
cccdingi upon the tublcct 

7 lam directed to add that on the occasion of the cession of Sambal 
pore to the Raja Government is entitled to expect that the Raja will 
release the husband and ton of the Ranee of Sambalporc who arc at present 
in confinement the British Government engaging that they shall rever 
return into that province, or excite disturbances in the Rajas country 
and you arc accordingly aesircd lo take an opportunity of preferring this 
application in the name of Governor-General 


Letter No 22 — Edmonstone outlines the conditions of enflagement between 
the British Gov'emmenl and the Bhonsla according to which the 
transfer of Sarabalpore and Palna Is to be effected Ralgarh and 
Sakti are to be excluded from this transfer 

From-N B edmonstone SECRETARY TO GOVERN 
MENT 

ro-M ELPHINSTONE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort Wtlhatn ISth May 1806 

The Governor General m Council concluded that Captain Roughiedge 
has transmitted to you a copy of hii dispatch to my address under date the 
lit instanL 

2 I am now directed to transnin to you for your information and 
^idance a copy of the instructions which have becia issued to Captain 
Roughiedge in reply 

3 In conformity to the intimation contained in the 7th par^raph of 
those initruchons you will be pleased to request the Rajah of ferar to 
dispatch the officers appointed to receive charge of the province of Sam 
halpore and Patna to the neighbourhood of Ruttanpore with the most 
positive injunction prohibiting them from entering the province of Sam 
balpore until they shall receive an intimation from Captain Roughiedge 
that the country is m readiness to be given up Ft will be proper at the 
same time to communicate to the Raja the extent of the intended cession 
and to settle the conditions of it The enclosed extract from the 
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Governor-General in CounciTs instructions to Captain Roughsedge of the 
25th of March and copy of Instructions to that officer of the 13th instant, 
will apprize you of the resolutions of the Government with regaid to Ra]a 
Joujar Singh, the Raja of Raigarh, whose country must be expected from 
the transfer unless he should ultimately consent to accept a provision with- 
in the company’s territories of which however at present, there is little 
prospect With reference to the remarks contained in Captain 
Roughsedge’s dispatch of the 26th ultimo, relative to the probable conse- 
quences of a premature disclosure of the resolution of Government, to 
continue its protection to Joujar Singh I am directed to state the opinion 
of the Governor-General m Council, that the intelligence of that resolution 
when communicated to the Raja of Beiar, under these instructions, will 
not reach Sambalpore before the Zamindars who are about to proceed into 
Cuttack, have made such progress in arrangement for their departure as 
will preclude all apprehension of their retracting or of any bad consequences 
arising from Joujar Singh’s example You will therefore be pleased to 
state distinctly to the Raja that all the Zamindars with whom engagements 
were contracted, excepting Raja Joujar Singh have cosented to relinquish 
their tenures and to accept a provision within the Company’s territories 
That Raja Joujar Singh, notwithstanding the advantageous offers made to 
him by the British Government, has refused to release us from our engage- 
ments That under those circumstances, the Raja of Berar must be sensible 
that we are bound to consider the territory of Raja Joujar Singh to be sub- 
ject to the British Authority, until his consent to accept a provision within 
Ihe Company’s dominion can be obtained, for which purpose the efforts 
of the British Government will still be continued An engagement there- 
fore on the part of the Rajah, that no molestation shall be offered to Joujar 
Singh, must be rendered a condition of the transfer and as suggested m the 
19th paragraph of Captain Roughsedge’s letter of the 1st instant the most 
positive injunction must be issued to the Mahratta Officer who may be 
appointed to the control of the ceded districts, to consider the territory of 
Raigarh m the light of a portion of the British Dominions, and to refrain 
from interfering in any manner in the concerns of Raja Joujar Singh 

4. The Governor-General m Council, is further of opinion that it 
will be proper to interchange written articles of engagement with the 
Raja of Berar according to the following form — 

1st Declaring that with a view to compensate in some degree to the 
Raja for the losses which he has sustained in the war, the British Govern' 
ment has employed its endeavours to persuade all the Zamindars of 
Sambalpore and Patna, and their dependancies with whom engagements 
were contracted to accept a provision within the company’s territories, for 
the express purpose of transferring those provinces to the dominion of the 
Raja of Berar, without a violation of public faith, and that by this arrange- 
ment the British Government has acimired a right to transfer and does 
accordingly transfer, to the Raja of Berar, the districts communicated in 
a separate schedule You will obtain the materials for the preparation 
of this schedule from Captain Roughsedge who as you will observe by his 
instructions of this date is directed to transmit to you a copy of the state- 
ment ordered to be prepared by the 9th paragraph, of my letter to Captain 
Roughsedge’s address of the 13th instant 

2nd That the under-mentioned districts the Zamindary of Raja 
Joujar Smgh being excepted from the transfer, the Raja, engages the Raja 
Joujar Smgh shall on no account be molested in the possession of Ins 
territory by the Raja’s officers, and that they shall not in any manner 
interfere with his possessions or in his concern, that they shall exact no 
tribute or revenue from his territory, nor exercise any authority over him 
and that his territory shall be considered as the territory of tne Hon’ble 
Comparv 



3rd That the hujband and ion of the Ranee of Sambalporc be 
rcicaicd from confinement and permitted to join their wife xnd mother 
the Britiih Go\crnmcnt cncajnnp that thc> ihall nc\cr return into the 
Province of Sanbalporc or excite disturbancci in the Raja i tcnllory 

5 An engagement to the abo\c cfTcct ihould be interrhanged bet 
iAccn \ou and thp Raja and be transmitted for the ratification of Go\crn 
ment In the uvual manner 

6 If the Raja thall auent to these terms His Officers may Immediate* 
ly be put in potsetvion of the diitricls to be ceded according to the plan 
proposed b> Captain Roughicdgc with whom >oo will of loursc communi 
cate with rcicnc upon the whole subject 

7 You wPi transmit to Captain RouchscdgCj copies of >our dis 
patches to Go\crnmcnt upon the subject oi these instructioni 


Letter No 23 — Elphlnslonc reports his interview with Jestranl Rao about 
the transfer of (he Sambalpur and Sonepur tracts to the Bhonsla 
and on what condition the transfer was to take place 

From— M El PHINSTONC RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 
To-THE GOVERNOR GENERAL FORT WILIIAM 

Naipur I8ih June 1806 

1 had the honour to rccei\c Mr Edmonsiones dispatch dated May 
15th respecting Sarabalpore on the 13tb nstaot 1 immediately applied 
tor an inicrMcw with Jeiwant Rao who was prevented by some death in 
ins faniil;r from ^^sitl^s me till yesterday I then cooimunicated to him 
me ei.(iuicscxnce of all the Sambalporc s^amindrrs except Joujar Singh in 
your proposals <or giving up thc^r country to the RaU of licnr and full/ 
cxpl lined the I tile nope there wan of prwvoilmg on him to give up hu 
claims and the obtolutc necessity that existed for preseiving nis indcpcnd 
ance of the blionsla if he Insisted on its being mamtnioc* and finallj 
I made known your wish that the Raja of Sambalporc and Soneporc 
should be released remarking that this dennnd required no sacrifice trora 
the Raja as he derived no advantage from rendenng those Chiefs and their 
fumi’ics unbippy and as you arc ready to engage that thc^ should never 
enter or disturb their former Zamindarics Jeswant Rao cntirel> concurred 
m the rcasonablt ness of what I had said and 1 then proceeded to point out 
the steps whicti tbu Paja was to take for receiving possession of the country 
At tlic jrue time clearly slating thji the Raja s ofiicers were not to enter 
Sambalporc or Patna till Captain Roughsedge should require them presence 
in I ti nt the) were on no accounl whatever to molest Joujar Sin^ 
Jcfwant Rao said he would report what had past (passed) to the Raja 
adopt the steps I proposed Aiter which he changed the subject and soon 
after withdrew 1 have now received a note from Jeswant Rao in which he 
acquaints me that he has communicated my message to the Raja who has 
expressed lo terms of great satisfaction and gratitude and requests me to 
write a letter to Captain Roughsedge to be sent with the officer who is to 
take charge of Sambalporc 

You will observe Hon ble Sir that 1 have demanded the release of the 
Ra a of Soneporc as well at that of tho jRaja of Sambalporc It ocenrr^ 
to me on receiving Mr Edmonstone s dispatch that the name of the former 
Chief had been Irft out unintentionally and I soon after received a Liter 
from Captain Roughsedge requesting me to stipulate for him as well as 
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for the others The ^reat reluctance which the Nagpur Go'vernment has 
always shown to enter into written engagements about Shmbalpore owing 
to the caprice of Nana Sahib, made it appear expedient to obtain the Raja’s 
consent to the conditions of the restoration of that country before I requir- 
ed him to sign any treaty on the subject But I shall now propose his 
entering into the agreement directed in Mr Edmonstone’s dispatch, which 
I can draw out immediately with the exception of the detailed schedules 
for which I must wait for information from Captain Roughsedge 


Letter No. 24. — Elphinstone leports the hesitancy of the Bhonsla to release 
the Rajas of Sonepore and Sambalpore as a condition precedent to 
the cession of those tiacts. He also mentions what he heard from 
Jeswant Rao about tlie pretensions of the Holkar after the peace 

From— M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To— THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL, FORT WILLIAM 

N.igpui , 20th June 1806 

I was yesterday visited by Jeswant Rao who came accompanied by the 
Officer intended to take charge of Sambalpore After communicating a 
message from the Raja, expressive of his satisfaction and gratitude, he 
begged me to furnish the officer with a letter to Cantain Roughsedge, as 
he was ordered to set out on his journey that very day I promised to 
give him the letter and proceeded to enouire what the Raja had said 
regarding Joujar Singh and the imprisoned Rajas He said he had com- 
municated the case of Joujar Singh to the Raja, who would issue the 
necessary orders He then made me repeat what I had said concerning 
that zamindar and said he found he had understood me correctly and then 
repeated the whole to the officer who is going to Sambalpore and enjoined 
him to abstain frorn all interference with Joujar Singh He next acquaint- 
ed me with the Raja’s wish, that the question of the two Rajas should be 
postponed till the actual cession of Sambalpore should have raised in 
Nana Sahib, a disposition to comply with such a request To this I 'Jaid. 
I had no objection, provided the Raja would engage their release at a fixed 
time, and I then communicated the whole of my instructions respecting 
the agreement which I am desired to conclude, I akso explained that I 
ought not in strictness to give the letter to Captain Roughsedge till the 
agreement was signed, but that I was induced to do so, considering the 
distance of Sambalpore I thought it certain the affair would be concluded 
long before the Raja’s officers could reach the frontier I however 
lequested him to say before he received the letter, whether he thought any 
difhcultv would be made about the release of ihe Rajas or the security of 
Joujar Singh Jeswant Rao said he was sure there would not but that if 
T pleased I might keep the letter, till I had an answer on those heads from 
the Raja himself I said he might take the letter, as from the Raja’s answer 
to my message, it was evident he approved the conditions of the cessions, 
and besides, if any unexpected difficulty arise, the paper could be returned 

In my last dispatch, I omitted to report part of Jeswant Rao’s dis- 
course, which considering the occasion is of some importance After our 
conversation regarding the proposed restoration was over, Jeswant Rao 
enquired whether it was true that some further cessions were about to be 
made to Holkar I replied that no cessions whatever had been made 
hitherto, and that on the contrary, a large portion of the Holkar <^erritorv 
remained in our occuption Jeswant Rao then said, that H'olkar’s 
Vakeel gave a different account' that person, he said, was in the habit of 
enlarging on the long war which his master had maintained alone, the 
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j;rcat extent of counto o%cr v*hlch lie had drawn the Tnclish armici the 
comblnulionit he uai on tlic point o! formhn; with itaics entire]} urtcon 
ncctcd v.ith the Maratta Nation and on the mcecfifu! termination of the 
contcit The Vakeel described the oicrtnres for pence at oriflinoling in 
(he Ln^ltih and the termi and bcinK perfeetK ncrccahic to the v.iihct of 
hit matter who Ind brought hit arm) to the nifihett pilch of lmpro\c- 
ment recovered all hit hereditary dominions and after all c<tabhihcd a 
much ttroncer fricndthip Tilth the I njjlith, than Smdia or the Bhonila 
had obtained b> their tubmiition Jetwant Kno now concluded b) »a)inc 
that Holkar had now put in claims to have lomt phccs of the Dooab 
Given him m the wav of fricndthip In rep)} to the above I noticed the 
faltehood of the whole of Holkar t statements m coiiric of lait w^r and 
remarked that he appeared not to have altered hit habitt iincc the peace 
I laid that the length of an arm> s flight was an unfommon subject for 
boacling that constant defeat! were not Iikcl> to be verj nik) or pcriloui 
after having been entire!} conoucred b) an cncm> that the wliolc account 
of the ncgotialioni for peace which Jetwjni Uao had juM attributed to 
Holkar t Vakeel wat false that he had tald for terms when he could form 
no confcdcrac}. and that he probabU retained too !i\cl> a recollLCtlon of 
the calamities he suffered during the war to venture on an) demands 
which might provoke a renewal of it 


Letter No 25 —The letter reports Iht difiiculllc^ that Ihe Bhonsla Is 
encountering In taking possession of the Sambalpur and Sonepur 
territories and the suggestions of the Resident how these dlfS 
cuUies can be ov'ercomc 

From-M rLFHlNSTONF RESIDFNT AT NAGPUR 
TO-THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 


AVgpnr 6ih December 1806 

I yetterday received a viiit from Jeswont Rno Ramchandra at which the 
following convcnation took place on the subject of Sambalporc 

Jcfwant Rao began bv producing letter frorp Kesbao Govind the 
Aumil of Ruttanporc to Nana Sahib in which he stated that he had set 
out with the troops he could spare from Ruftnopore to take posictiion 
of Sambalporc that tuch of the Zamindars at he had communicated 
with pretended to be rcadi to admit the Raja i officers but while they were 
making (hesc professions the) hod formed o league of which Jpuiar Sinch 
of Riugarh was the real head and bad aucmblcd troopi to defend Sambal 
pore while the Zammdan of Patna among which he particularly specified 
Buggut Bunga the Raja of Boro Sambar had made an mcurtion into the 
Bhonsla t countrv plundered some Tillages and attempted to surprise in 
aumUdar who w'as encamped m the neighbourhood with a traall body of 
troops At the >ame time Kethao Govmd received Intimation that it was 
the intention of the Zammdan to attack him and he determined to fall back 
on his own province after reading the letter Jeshwant Rao said that Nana 
Sahib onTeeciving it had earned it to Raja who had tent him (Jeshwant Rao) 
to acauaint me with these transactions by which the gift of Samhilporc 
though intended and still acknowledacd as a klndncts was hkcly to be- con 
vertM Into a source of detriment to His Highneii s afiairs and to rcqueit 
that I would favour him with advice on the t.teos most proper for him to 
take Tc reply to this T said that when Sambalpore was occupied by the 
Bntfih the Raja had rhown the utmost anxiety about its being evacuated 
though he knew that ho would have the Zsmmdart to contend with as he 



89 


had now that after the adjustment of that question the British had with- 
drawn their troops from the Province of which they transferred the Gov- 
ernment to the Zamindars that m consequence of your anxmty lo gratify 
His Highness you had sent Captain Roughsedge not with 
a force to secure the country for the Bhonsla but as an ambassador to 
persuade the Zamindars to release from our engagements He having 
succeeded in the object you had directed me to inform the Raja that the 
British Government transferred its sovereignity over Sambalpore to the 
Raja, His Highness at the^ same time apprizing him that he vould 
receive no assistance in taking possession of it That His Highncsb had 
accepted the province on those terms a treaty had been concluded and 
the affair ought to be at an end, His Highness had never the less advanced 
a claim to be put in possession of the teriitory I could admit nothing of 
the sort and consequently I must beg him to excuse my interfering more 
with his transactions in Sambalpore, than I did with those of his other 
dominions 


Jeshwant Rao observed that he had omitted to mention that after my 
last conversation with him he had reported all I had said to the Raja who 
admitted in the fullest manner that he had no claim on the British Govern- 
ment for aid in taking possession of Sambalpore He said His Highness 
only views at present were to inform you of the difficulties he laboured 
under in the hope that you would show your friendship by relieving him 
from them Jeshwant Rao went on to state that from the original cession 
of Sambalpore Nana Sahib had never ceased to reproach the Raja with 
the loss he had suffered and to importune him for a compensation which 
the Raja had granted him, that he, Nana Sahib, was extremely dissatisfied 
with the manner in which Sambalpore was restored to him and complained 
of it to the Raja saying that he had never desired the restoration of Sam 
balpore, that he had a right to a certain annual revenue and while he 
received it he was indifferent from what source it was derived but he had 
just ground of complaint if in lieu of part of it he was assigned a country 
which not only afforded nothing but occasioned damage to his othe’* 
possessions Jeshwant Rao said it was m vain to argue with Nana Sahib 
for he never considered his own misconduct in detaining the Rajas of 
Sonepore and Sambalpore and neglecting to send an adequate force to the 
latter country but threw all the blame on the Raja’s ministers whom he 
accused of deceiving him with regard to the terms on which Sambalpore 
was to be given up The Raja’s mother with her usual partiality for her 
younger son took the same view of the question and then constant re- 
monstrances rendered the Raja very unhappy that His Highness therefore, 
intreated that you would adopt any measure that was agreeable to you to 
relieve him and to give full effect to the very friendly arrangement you 
had made in his favour Jpshwant Rao proceeded to propose that 
Mr Jenkins should be directed to halt at Sambalpore and to endeavour 
to effect an adjustment bv threatening the Zamindars with the severe dis- 
pleasure of the British Government if they continued to oppose the Raja’s 
authority I said I could take upon me to say with confidence that there 
was nothing consistent with propriety and with the dignity of the British 
Government which you would not do to secure the peaceable occupation of 
Sambalpore by the Raj'a but I was certain you would never consent to 
threaten the Zamindars with punishment that you did not intend to in- 
flict Jerhwant Rac said that the troops of Hazaribagh were at hand and 
that it would require nothing but their appearance to reduce the Zamindars 
I replied that I knew you would not consent to employ British troops 
against Sambalpore as that measure would be inconsistent with vour 
former declarations with your general pohev and indeed with the relation 
in which the Zamindars stood towards the British Government I added 
13 
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that thoufih >ou uould be unwiHinfi lo Intcfftrc in the alTnIr* of Sambal 
t>orc 1 bad no doubt >our jioodwil! toTvardi the Raja would induce you 
to make another attempt b> letter to comincc the 7amindar» of the said 
consequence? of their rciiitanco but I Mid I could not promlic that jou 
v.Quld tike that itep which Indeed afforded but little prospect of luccctt 
a> c\ CO thing that could be done b> argument had been tried during 
Captain Roughiedge i tta) at Sambalporc I lald that in all c\cnt8 It was 
absolute!) indispensable that the Raja should tend a strong body of troops 
In (he frontier that such a step would be ncccsiao to enable him to retain 
bambalporc c\cn If he were once in posfcstlon of it and if I might assume 
• t ns T thing certain that he would prepare such a force there were three 
plans whirh 1 could suggest to him and which I would submit to you 
Hon hie Sir without engaging that >ou would consent to an> of them 
The first was that the Rajas of Sambalporc and Soncporc be released and 
an establishment in the company r proxince again offered to the Zammdars 
2nd — ^That in ease Nana Sahib distrusted the fidelity of the confined 
Rajai the Ranee and other Zamlndars should be left In poitciston under 
the Bhonsla The Hon bic the Company should engage to grant the 
imprisoned Rajas a proMSion within the British dominions and (hen 
should not be dcliNcrcd orcr until (he Bhonila t troops were in poiiciiion 
of Sambalporc 3rd~-That in ease Nana Sahib should persevere in hii 
resolution to keep the Rajat imprisoned the offer of an cstabluhmcat In 
the Bntish dominions should be renewed lo the Ranee and the other 
/flmindan while under the impression which would be made on their 
minds by the approach of a strong body of the Raja t troops to their 
frontier I said each of those Plans (particular!) the Ut and 2nd) was 
erven at this time attended with some probabilit) of success I would 
recommend to the Raja not to reply on your answer but make immediate 
arrangements for making a force to Sambalporc os c^cryday strengthened 
the means of resistance in the hands of the Zammdars and incrcaied their 
confidence ui their ability to withstand the Raja i attempts to subject them 
Jcihwant Rao replied that he would acquaint the Raja with the substance of 
my discourse but that he had too low an opinion of the talents and modcro 
lion of the younger brother to be sanguine in his ho]?e* of the release of 
the Zammdan With respect to sending a force he observes that the Raja s 
troops were all employed in defending the frontier from the Pindaries 
nor could they be prevailed on to march a start for Sambalporc unlca 
iheir arrears were paid and that Nona Sahib had spent so much money in 
the many fooluh enterpnre and he had engaged m that he really had not 
the means of raasing a respectable body of troops I observed that money 
might be raued on the credit of the revenue of Sambalporc that it was but 
n small sum that was required and that without an array it would be im 
possible for the Raja to get possession of Sambalporc even if you were to 
consent to any of the plans I suggested for which I would by no means 
engage I added that if Nana Sahib was so unreasonable as to refuse to 
lake such measures as were necessary to forward his own views however 
you might regret the inconvenience which the Raja suSered from the com 
plaint of his family You would be under the necessity of abstaining frorr 
all interference in an affair which was abandoned by those whom it most 
nearly concerned 
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I hope, Hon’blc Sir, that the offers I have maJe to the Raja will 
meet with your approbation,^ I was led to make them from conviction that 
ihey were entirely in the spirit of your instructions to me at all the different 
stages If Nana Sahib acts on the negotiation any of them 1 conceive frorp 
Captain Roughsedge’s statements that it would be successful with the 
Zamindars and your original plan would be effected which appears to me 
to be still desirable both with a view to conciliating the Bhonsla and to 
the welfare of the Zamindars in whom I think it probable that you may 
still take an interest notwithstanding the levity and inconsistency of their 
late conduct If all the plans should be rejected by Nana Sahib neither 
he nor the Raja can pretend to have the slightest ground for discontent and 
they will be prevented from renewing the solicitations which they have 
of late brought foiw^ard and w'hich it may be thought unfriendly absolutely 
to reject 

Notwithstanding the above arguments I have been ve^ careful to 
prepare the Raja for the event of your refusal to interfere in the affairs 
of Sambalpore you will observe that His Highness had expressly renounced 
all claims to such interference and that I have pointed out to him the 
necessity of his proceeding in all his arrangements regarding that provinc*^ 
without waiting your ansvyer. 



BIIONSLA-NIZAM DISPUTE 

Letter No 1 —The enclosures to iWs letter filve an Idea of the claims 
of the Bhonsla upon the Nizam 

hnoM-COI ONI I KIRKPA FRICK RESIDENT AT HYDLR 
AUAD 

To-M CLPHINSTONE RESiD! NT AT NAGPUR 

Hyderabad ISth January 1805 

I Iiavc the honour to transmit to >ou in cipht numbcri extracts from 
m\ diipntchct to hii rTccllcnc> the Governor General and copies of my 
correspondence ^ith the Hon bic Major General Wellesley on the subject 
of the claim* of the Raja of Berar upon Hi* Highncri the Soobadar the 
tubitance of uhich Ins from time to time been conveyed to >ou by my 
private communication* 


/ xtract o/ a letter /roni the Rcsiifcfit at Hyderabad to Hi* Excellency the 
Most i\oblc the Govcnior Geiicral 


10 M> reason for reminding the minuter once more rm Lord, of 
the undiichargcd balance due from thi* Oovcmnicnt to the Raja of Berar 
originated in the repeated and urgent reprcfcntation made to mo on the 
subject by the Berar Raja i Vakeel* who it lufficicntly leniiblL however 
that nothing hat been left undone b> rac to obtain tatitfaclion for hi* 
matter on the foregoing point* 

11 Thu Vakeel showed me lately a memorial which he propoted he 
taid delivering to the minuter but which was couched in tucp itrong if 
not menacing language and referred moreover to so raanj extra demand* 
that were perfectly new to me that combining thi* Jaltcr circumitancc 
and the whole tone of the ramonstronce i!»cU with the late irruption of 
the Berar Raja t Brother * troop* mto the Nitam s Tcrrilonc* at noticed 
b> Mr Elphlnitone m hi* 'ate dupatchc* 1 could coniidcr thu production 
in no other light than that of a manifetto and accordingly gave the Berar 
Vakeel to undentand m reply that though at all tunes ready to tend my 
aid and influence in support of his matter s juit demand I could by no 
mean* think of countenancing to mtempenue a performance a* the one 
m question A hint which produced the requisite effect occatiooing 
the suppressions of this paper and inouccd me the more readily to make 
once more the representation described in the enclosed repiort in favour 
of the Bhonsla s claim* for arrears of the revenue on account of the d s 
*rict8 around Gawilghur 


A true extract 

CHARLES RUSSELT 


Extract from a translation of Moonihy Astz Oollah s report of his 
conference with Meer AlJttm on the 25th December 18(M 
Among these I mentioned tim nonfulfilracnt of the demands on this 
Government which the Raja of Berar derived from the Treaty of Deo- 
gaum and astured him that the Raja s Vakeel* took every opportunity of 
conveying to you hig complamt* and remonstrance* on the occasion 


A true extract 


CHARLES RUSSELL 
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SiK, 


St'rni'^iifujta}):. 17/A Dicanbcr 1801 


rite i.itc it( he*; frtMU Mt j\lphu]‘.U'tu‘ to Ills I'accIKikx tiic 
Go\ertu'ir (niu’tU. pirtu'uhrix uju oi ilio 27l\\ <if Novcmboi in ulmh lie 
rclittc 1 coin or*: itmn mih .K'-w ini U lo l\.inu luiinicr upon liu- sul^icil of 
the cl mm of tin Ivnji Uernr. tm too Smil^.in’^. Go\crmncnf^ ff>r the 
ft. \ emu t'f the j>i rjninn.iln muh r GiniihOnu, loIliHitO In lln llnOinc^'^'s 
(.’)rtuer‘-. rentier it t'ju-tiient (lui I ‘houUl troiiltU >ou upon ih.it subject 

'Fherc e.m he no (iouht of jju' juviue of tin niinniul of the R.ijn of 
Bernr, uui it iv unforiunitt tint it ihn monunt he vhouhl line n ju.st 
einim of fhx tii^cnption, nnd ‘'till nior< ftoni lint one o( the Comp.'nG't 
Allit'- ‘'houhi eA-uit oi <U1.A to «.itnf\ htni 1 tlurtfcTc nunt enrnc'illv 
unic \ou lf> uiopt «.iuh nu mre- .n von inn tliinK nui'-f liKclv to ohtnin 
••pccilv pnnunt tor tlie K ij i iiul to lonuminante upon ihn ‘^uhiett with 
tiic Rnf r*- \ datl It tin Souhnii’v Durli.ir, ind to lorrc'^pond witli 
Mr riphimtone rnnnlun^ if in ortUr tint the K.ij'i of Rer'ir nnv Know' 
tint the BritVii Gtudrnnunf imt onh u not eorutrrud in tlm net of 
injtnitcc, Inn tint xou inve extrftd vour'-tlf to remtdj it 

Connected with tlin vuhjei f n the nuirih tli ft ncclc'^'' etilc of the 
Province of lier''r It '■{ren'u tint the houln’s Gfutiiunefit ‘•hould he 
fpidtv of nn net of iipintict whun »t nin other pirunl would h.nc occn- 
noned in nti.itl from tlu lC*j i of Rer.»r niid tint he '-hould not ndopt 
comnmn preciution< for the ‘:ctu,iiv of ih.ii vnlmhic tcriitorv 

Y<iu will oinerve lint tiin “-t ite of w.inl of defend h.i'i not cv.ictcd the 
oh'-erv .itioin of the RijiY ininntvr*- ind lint tiie\ expect thnt Mccr 
Khnn’’^ Pindnrri'^ will iniKe nn inuption into the province 

The comctjucnccs will he f.ital to the Soubih’s Government The 
lea'll important vejll fa* the loc<i ol the Revenue of Bernr nnd of all the 
ndvnntat^C'i ncciuircd in the late war nnd 1 therefore rcviuesr von to ndopt 
such mcnsurc'i .n vou nnv think ncce'‘'iarv to oblitte the Souhah to provide 
for the defence of the part of hn tcrritonc'- 

I have not received nn> accounts of the state of nlTairs on the Western 
Ponticr, to which }ou refer m vour hic dnpitclie': to II is I'A'cllencj the 
Governor-General durinji tiit. Inst war '1 he bnndiltc upon this same 
frontier mere wed m numbers because thev v\cre ncfdccted nnd at Inst 
nothinjt but the Bntnh 'iVoops could foicc them Tlic same enures will 
hav'c the same cITcel this jerr, hut it must not he forjjot that the loss of 
the Soubah in the meantime is immense I must also request that you 
would point out to the Souhah’s Government flint (he British Troops 
cannot hold out atsnmst the constant exertions which they arc ohll^^cd to 
make in this service, exertions icndcrcd ncccssarv not bv the common 
course of events but by the faults and ncjtlect ol his own Government 

I bav'c the honour to be, 

With great Respect, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient and Faithful Servant, 

ARTHUR WlsLLESLEY 
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ro-MAJOR GENERAL THE HON RLE A WELLESLEY 
SERINGAPATAM 


Sir 

I received on the 26lh instant >our dispatch of the 17th from 
Senngapmtam, and sliould ha\c done the honour of rcpl>ing to jl 

sooner had not I been prc\cntcd for these two da>s past by lomcrvhat 
8c\crc indisposition 

The exertions \shich I made b> >our express directions at this Court 
for tile rcco%cr> of the Raia of U^r # demands upon this Government 
for the Revenues collected from the Pergunnahs under Gawilghur previous 
to jour departure from the Deccan^ ^cre followed up b> similar endeavours 
on m> part subsequent to that period all of which however proved equally 
unsuccciiful notwithstanding m> latter negotiations on the subject were 
renewed at the express command of His Eixccllcncy the Governor General 
(torn) name indeed 1 required immediate pajment of the arrean m ques- 
tion but without effect from the Government, as mv address to hii 
Exccllcnc) (No 3^0) of the 14th October list in particular would no doubt 
have full> satisfied >ou had tint dcspalcli chnnrcd to have come under 
your perusal during >our stay in Calcutta 

3rd In ever) stage of this transaction besides regularly reporting lU 
hopeless progress to His Cxccllcno the Governor General I did not fail 
to make the necessary communications to the Resident at Nagporc and to 
the Berar Raja s Vakeel at this Durbar ana hare rcpcattdl) received from 
both of them in replv to their acKnovvlcdgcmcnls for my endearourt how 
ever fruitless on the occasion accompanied b> an expression of their 
conviction that nothing had been left undone b> me to obtain satisfaction 
on the foregoing point for the Raja Mr Flphinstonc indeed in one of hit 
dispatches to His Excc11cnc> reporting a conference which he had juit (toml 
describes both the Raja and his ministers (on the authority of the latter) 
as perfectly satisfied also that I had exerted mj^seU to the utmost in con 
formity to the Governor General $ instructions to obtain for Ids Highness 
due 

« « « « 

7th Should my memorial fail of obtaining the required reimburse 
merit which adverting to ray past fruitless negotiations and to the recent 
imiption of the Berar Raja s Brother s Troops into the Nixam s temtones 
cannot be considered as improbable the only step that remains to be taken 
which can be productive of the desired effect is to give this Govemmenf 
plainly to understand that the demand m question being founded on a 
treaty entered into between the British Government and the Raia of Berar. 
the British Govemraent considers itself responsible for its liquidation ana 
that in the event therefore of funds not being immediately produced by 
His Highnesv himscU 1 shall be under the necessity of making the requisite 
deduction from the arrears of Sircar m ray custody as the only means re- 
maining of rescuing British Faith from unmerited imputation 

8th This Last step would of course be decisive and immediately 
either cause the production of the requisite sum from this Government or 
enable me by Its continuing to withhold it to fulfil my declaration by 
paying to the Berar Rajas Vakeel here from the Sircar Peihwa s Funds 
the amount of his mothers demands^ but as such a measures as it here 
snggested in the last resort has I believe no precedent I propose waiting 
for your reply to this reference before I proceed absolutely to its adoption 

9tli In the event of the above suggestion meeting with your approba 
lion and sanction it will still remain for you to determine how far after the 
recent transaction at the Nagpur Durbar as reported in the Hon bio 
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Mr Elphinstone’s latter despatches, it may still be advisable to make an 
immediate tender of the recovered arrears of Revenue, to the Berar Raja’s 
Vakeel, or simply inform him for the present, that it is in my^ custody 
where it is to remain until I am honoured with your final determination 

10th On the subject of the general defence of these territories, to 
which the latter part of your letter refers, my exertions with this Durbar, as 
the whole tenor of my public dispatches for a length of time past, will 
abundantly testify, have been equally unremitted and equallv unsuccessful 
with those on the point above stated 

11th Besides my vain endeavours to eftcct the completion of His 
Highness’s immediate contingent, I have laboured for some months past 
with what degree of success the enclosed despatch will enable you to deter- 
mine, to prevail on this Govcinment, at the reputed instances of Colonel 
Close, to detach a Bodv of troops for the defence of its possessions in the 
Tooljapoor quarter, which are menaced by the same banditti, who lavaged 
them with impunitv, during the late war until checked and dispersed by 
your own personal exertions 

12th I shall not fail however in obedience to your directions to place 
m the strongest light, I can devise to this Government the imm.inent resque 
and heavy loss to which it exposes itself by the utterly defenceless state m 
Csic) which its territories in Berar are left, by its own improvidence, and the 
extreme and increasing hardship of the services which thereby fall to be 
performed by the British Troops 

14th So great, however, and deeply rooted arc the disorders of this 
Government and so inadequate arc its present military establishment even 
10 its own internal defence that I feel no hesitation in offering it as my 
opinion, that no solid advantage can be derived from this state as an ally 
m time of war, without either some such military reform ^ as has been 
repeatedly hinted at as requisite by Meer Aulum, or by an increase to a 
considerable extent of the subsidiary force, which latter alternative appears 
to be most consonant with the wishes of His Excellency the Governor- 
General 

J A KIRKPATRICK 
29-12-1804 


Translation through the medium of the Peisian Language of a Mahiatta 
letter from the Raja of Beroi to Kesho Rao Ramchandei , the Vakeel 
of the Raja at Hyderabad, communicated to Resident 

January 12tli, 1805 

After compliments, I write to you that my younger brother Nana 
levied a body of troops, and dispatched them surreptitiously to the 
frontier of Berar I was not acquainted with the circumstance noi did 1 
hear it There has excited a considerable disturbance in this quarter, and 
the Hon’ble Mr Elphmstone complained that new levies had been rai'?ed 
by me, and that such had been the conduct of the troops near the Wardha 
ttiat Sakharam Oudhoot had also collected a party, and that he had there- 
fore been convinced that I entertained hostile intentions towards the British 
Government That if such were really my intentions, I should give him 
his dismission, for that he would not remtain with me 

With this affair I was unacquainted, for it was surreptitiously con- 
ducted To commence hostilities against the British Government never 
entered my contemplation When such was my real intention I acted m 
conformitj^ to it What advantage did I then derive and what would I now 
derive from hostilities, while my army consisted of lacks and while I was 
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prepared >n penon I concluded a peace and llic /ruil« of that peace will 
lomc da\ ripen and my interest* be promoted Such arc my cipcctationi 
but I now labor beneath a burden from an army of a few thousandi and do I 
not reflect on this circnmalnncc such is not m\ intention nor should 
Mr I Iplimstonc entertain an) such 

From the friendship which has been established and the cncpjjcmcnti 
which ha\c been concluded there should be no departure The fnendship 
should daily increase and the nnlith Government will promote the im 

C rovement of m> interests Such is m> desire That friendship which has 
ten established is firm and must be prcjtrvcd in force Mr Clphinttonc 
ought not to cherish such suspicions 

When T heard that the troops had joined mv brother Mr Elphlnitonc 
complained to me and I icplica to him In the foregoing manner 1 com* 
plica with all that he desired I did whatever was necessary for his satis* 
faction and recalled the troops that were attached to my brother This 
domestic transaction which was conducted without my knowledge was 
productive of ver> serious consequences I gave Mr Elphinitonc every 
oisuranco that was reauisitc but I much fear lest suspicion should still 
remain in the mind of the British Government 

Mccr Khan approached near to Dcgwarcrce and Nogo Sccvajcc 
^peared near Sagar and excited disturbances in the Mandch Country 
Troops were therefore assembled and despatched for their chaitiicment 
Raj hjoru Narniin Rao Bujar) Ghautkej who was at Mondla collected a 
party and repulsed Nago Secwajcc. but much injuiy was custoined b> the 
country The troops which were detached bv me towards that quarter did 
not arrive The rindarahs appeared on Inis side of the Nerbudda 
plundered Sconce Chaparoh Sindccwara (Chhmdwora) and other place* 
and came to Gondwana 

The Nawab of Bhopal had before altered his conduct towards me ai 
you may probably hare heard Troops were alio detached towards hli 
country but on the appearance of the Pindarahs the troops which had been 
detached from Nagporc joined under Sokhnrami Oudhoot who had retired 
from the Army to Nagpoor and to whom I had given his dismission 

Such bcini^ the conduct of the Pindairohs the Nawab of Bhopal 
Mcer Khan and Nago Seewajee to repulse them and to protect the country 
became indispensable But the troops of my brother having marched with 
out my knowledge toward* the Wardha the British Government wai in 
duced to remonstrate against all the other parties 

The Hon blc Mr Elphmstone suggested several plan* with respect to 
ny brother such as dispersing hi* party and sending for the troop* in 
consequence of which I did what was required 

On the subject of the troop* which were with Sakharam Oudhoot 
Mr Elphmstone observed that their aiiemblage at one place wo* not 
proper and that they ought to be divided into two bodies With this 
I complied Mr Elphmstone de*ired that Sakharam t artillery should be 
recalled to Nagpore which was accordingly done and I dismiss^ sudi 
troops as he required I confiscated the Pallook of my brother and sent 
mv own aurails Thu misfortune has been unnecessarily produced 
'yhat pn be done I have adopted whatever was proper in order that 
Mr Elphmstone may be satisfied and I will persevere in that line of 
conduct 
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Colonel Kirkpatrick is at Hyderabad and maintain^ with vou a 
friendly intercourse I have cornmunicated to you the circumstance th-at 
occurred without my knowledge in order that you may be able to explain 
it and have entered into a minute detail for it is desirable that vou should 
be informed on such subjects A frequent intercourse subsists between 
you and Colonel Kirkpatrick, and if he should speak to you on the fore- 
going subject you will mjake to him a particular communication and will 
endeavour to satisfy him 

Two forts and a country producing four lacks of rupees were acquired 
by me 1 wrote to the Talookdars m that quarter that if a British Army 
and the troops of His Highness the Soobahdar, should advance in that 
direction, they should refrain from disputes and not regard the t'-oops in 
an hostile light That the troops would do what they pleased, that they 
had given me the foits and country, that this should be recollected, and 
that the Talookdars should consider that country as the seat of friendship 

I have recalled the troops of my brother, who marched towards the 
Wardha, and have established a Dawk in that direction They vnll soon 
arrive There are no thoughts here of difference I have done what was 
necessary to satisfy Mr Elphmstone and have prevented his departure 
If after this he should propose to retire, such is my intention and I enter- 
tain none other I am unable to make war, why therefore should I hesitate 
between staying and departure 

Be it known to you 
Dated the 19th of Ramzam A N 1219 


Translation through the medium of the Persian language of an extiact from 
a Mahrattah letter addressed by the Raja of Beiar to Keysho Rao Ram- 
chander, the Vaheel of the Rajah at Hyderabad Communicated to the 
Resident, January 12th 

After the conclusion of the Treaty the officers of h;s Highness the 
Soobahdar made collection in the districts annexed to Gawilghur and 
Hon’ble Mr Elphmstone sent an account of them to Colonel Kirkpatrick 
The amount has been required from Meer Allum and you transmitted to 
me copy of the statements that Colonel Kirkpatiick communicated to the 
Meer I have received them Doubts have been recently excited in the 
mind of Mr Elphmstone You must not require payment 


t 


True translation 


H RUSSEL, 
Secretary to the Resident 


Extract from an addiess No 349 from Lieut Colonel J A Kirkpaipck to 
His Exdellency the Most Noble the Governor-General, dated the loth 
January 1805 

Paragraph 7 — 

The enclosure No 3 contains copy and translation of a letter which 
I addressed on the 31st ultimo, m consequence of a previous letter, which 
I received from the Hon’ble Major General Wellesley copy of w’hich and 
of my reply to the same were duly transmitted to the Secretary in the 
Political Department 

Paragraph 8 — 

The Minister m his reply copy and translation of which form enclo- 
sure No 4 gives flattering assurances of a ready compliance with the tw^o 
points recommended for immediate fulfilment by my letter to him and the 
14 
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drafi of file Inajalmmili to tliL Officen of Government in llcrar which 
war lent for mj neruial sufTicicntl} accords with the description ghen of 
It in the Minuter* note 

PmRraph 9 — 

hrom the Minuter * Note No 5 cop> nnd trpn*\ation of uhich are 
nlio cncloicd for )our Pxccllcncj * notice) our I xccllency im 11 collccl that 
flic Raja of Hcrar liim*clf decline* for the prc«cnt at Icait receiving pay 
ment of the tnonev m quettion at hat thi* da) indeed been confirmed to 
me b> the Raji * Vakeel nho tent the original letter from Iiii Matter on 
the tubjcct for m) pcrutal 

Paragraph 10 — 

Under the above circumitancc* My I-ord I propotc referring the caic 
nt it now ttandi with the requisite document* to the Hon blc Major 
General Wellc*tlcy and the Resident at Nagporc and confining ra)tclf to 
Intimate to Mecr Mum in the interim that the balance still due on account 
of Gawilghur to the Raja thould be to adjutted at to be forthcoming 
without the least further hesitation or dcla) in the probable event of pay 
ment being itill deemed rcquiiitc 

A true extract 

CHARLES RUSSELL 


Translation of a letter from Lieut Colonel Kirktxitrieh Raident at 
Hvdereoad to Meet Anliim dated December 31sl 1804 

In compliance with the order* of the Hon blc Major General Wellesley 
who was invetted by Hi* Escclicnc) the Mott Noble the Governor General 
m Counal the control of all the Political and Military aHalrt of the Britiih 
Government in the Deccan and lubtcqucntly in obedience to the expret* 
command* of the Governor General 1 have alrcddv repeatedly infoTucd 
you both verbally and m writing the tulncct of the demand* which the 
Raja or Beror derive* from the Treaty of Deogaon on Hi* Highne** the 
Soubahdar for the amount of the collection# by the Officer* of Hi* High 
nets in the district* annexed to Gawilghur 

That question however ttill remains unadjusted and the Hon blc 
Major General Wellciley having lately arrived at ScrinMpatam and having 
perceived by variou* letter* that the just demand* ot the Raja of Berar 
1 * not yet tatiified hai written to me In terms of great aitoniihmcnt and 
regret, directing me unreservedly to remind Hi* Hi^hnc** and you Sir of 
the peculiar nature of this delicate and Important pomt which is connected 
with the Treaty and U the adjuitment of which any further delay mutt be 
attended with various evil consequence* and to effect an irameduitc settle- 
ment of the queitiom 

The Hon ble Major General Wellesley hat also Instructed me to 
request the immediate collection of an adequate force in the Soubah of 
Berar to protect it from the attacks and incursion* of the enemy 

In compliance with the initmctions I beg leave to observe that by the 
blessing of Providence you arc renowned for wiidom for (tom) and to 
exprett a hope that you will be induced by foresight and by an attention to 
equity to pay into ray hands or directly to the Vakeel of the Raja of Berar 
the lura which from a ju»t computation mav appear due to the R^a on 
account -of the collection* made m the district* annexed to (jawilghur and 
that you will (tom) terminate thl* delicate and important buimes* I 
alio trust that you will immediately cause such a party the recent or former 
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levies to be established in Berar as may appear to its protection, m orde’* 
that in the hour of need no loss may be sustained by His Highness in 
consequence of the defenceless state of Berar 

Although the delicacy and importance of the foregoing points requireo 
that I should obtain an audience of His Highness and that I should fully 
represent to him the necessity of their adjustment and the evil conse- 
quences of delay, I have been indeed m consequence of His Highness’s 
indisposition t» relinquish that intention to address you in a letter 

In proof of your attachment to the interests of His Highness you will 
submit the foregoing questions to His Highness and effect their speedy 
adjustment 

A true translation 

HENRY RUSSELL, 
Secietary 


Tiavslation of a lettet from Meer Aulnm to Lieut Colonel Knkpatneh, 

Resident at Hyderabad 

Received, lamimy 10th, 1805 

I had the honour to receive your letter on the subject of repaying the 
ministers of Raj'a Ragoj'ee Bhonsla the excess of the collections which were 
made by the officers of His Highness the Soubahdar, in the districts 
annexed to Gawilghur and of detaching into the Soubah of Berar a party 
of the new or former Levies to defend it against the mteruptions of 
M^arauders 

In compliance with your suggestion Rai Keysho Rao, the Vakeel of 
the Raja Ragojee Bhonsla, has been repeatedly confronted with the 
Mootusoodies of this Government the sum of forty-nine thousand rupees 
was yesterday paid to Keysho Rao and when the accounts shall have been 
compared the balance shall be paid to that to which it may appear to be 
due This arrangement has been explained to Keysho Rao who vill him- 
self communicate it to you 

For the defence of the Soubah of Berar Enayatnamahs and orders 
according to the draft which was submitted to your perusal, were imme- 
diately dispatched, directing that an adequate number of cavalry and 
infantry, should be levied for the protection of the country and the repul- 
sion of the marauders and authorising their payment from the revenues 
collected in Berar 


A true translation 


H RUSSEL, 
Secietary to Resident 


Translation of a letter from Meer Aluum to Lieut Colonel Kirpatnch, 

Resident at Hyderabad • 

Received, January 11th, 1805 

This morning I had the honour to communicate to you the arrange- 
ment that had been made respecting the demand of the Raja of Berar 
A letter has just now been received from the Raja directing his Vakeel, not 
to receive at Hyderabad the sum that is due to him on account of the 
districts annexed to Gawilghur. 



100 


I ha\c written thiB letter for >our information but the Vakeel of the 
Raja will make to >ou a \crbal communication of thii and other clrcum 
ftances 

A true translation 


H RUSSCL 
Secretary 


Scrin;!apaio)tt, January 4th 1805 


blR 


I ha\c had the honour of receiving >our letter of the 21it December 
and >our dispatch to the Governor-General No 347 

I observe that the Minister has required that you should afford him 
some support with His Highness the Soubah in order that he may be 
enabled to carr> into execution the measures which are ncccssan for the 

f irotcction of tne territories of His Highness against the marauders who 
lave taken advantage of the cmplo>menl of the Company s troops m 
operation against Jcfwani Rao Holkar to commit depredations In His 
Highness s territories As long as Mccr Alum is the Minister and parti 
cularl> considering that he was appointed to that situation by the operation 
of the influence of the British Ciovcmmcnt there can be no doubt of the 
propriety and indeed necessity of supporting him to enable him to earn 
into execution the measures which arc necessary to provide for tlic defence 
of His Highness s tcmtorics 

^ou will observe from mv former correspondence with you that I am 
of opmion that the onl) mooc ^ which the Army of the Soubah can be 
made efficient Is to take into the Soubah s immediate pa> a body of Sllladar 
Horse 

Mcei Allum appears to be of the same opinion but he proposes to 
provide for the expense of the levies of Silladar Horse by a coniiBcation of 
the Jagheers of those Jaghcerdars who have rendered this measure ncccs 
sary by a deficiency of their quotas of troops 

Xhe Governor General has positively disapproved of the measure of 
recemng the Jagheers of their Chiefs in o letter to you dated the 
I have to observe that it will be harsh and unjust at the present moment 
as the late famine in the Deccan has increased the expense of maintaining 
troops times its former amount and of course the Jaghcerdars must be 
unable to afford to keep up the numbers for the support of which in 
ordinory times lands are allotted to them 

But supposmg the measure to be wise and lust and permitted by the 
orders of His Excellency the Governor General the first step towards carry 
mg it into execution must be to collect and pay a force of another desenp- 
tion for the Jaghcerdars m the present state of the ^ubah s Government 
will not tamely rcsiM their Jagheers, and I conclude that the Bntish 
Troops are not to be employed to tore© them The suggestion of Meer 
Alum therefore upon thi# subject is impracticable, produce no 

resource for the payment of the new troops and will occasion discontent 
very probably the rebellion of a powerful and respectable class of His 
Highness s lubj^ts and servants 

My opuuon upon thi» lubjecl hat along been decided The only mode 
o£ rettoring itrength and efficiency to the Soubah i Govemment for itt 
own internal purpotet and to make an uieful alliance Jo the Company It 
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to oblige the Soubah to have in his own pay a body of Silladar Horse 
besides his regular Infantry The revenues of Berar and the improvement 
of his situation in that province if well managed, would have covered the 
expense of this body of troops 

The Government might then bring into order the Jagheerdars without 
the risk of rebellion and by reducing their Jagheers to a moderate size and 
by the power which they w’ould have of controlling the Amils, and of 
obliging them to pay to the state, the revenues of the country as they 
become due, they would soon gam a sum far greater than that which might 
be expected in the support of the troops Besides this advantage the 
country could be m tranquillity, employment would be given to the 
numerous idle Horsemen who are in all parts of it and are ready to join 
the standard of any plunderer and the Soubah’s Government would be 
useful Ally to the Company instead of a burden 

ARTHUR WELLESLEY 


Senngapaiam, Sth January 1805 
Sir, 

I have had the honour of receiving your letter of the 29th December 
I was convinced that you would do everything m your power to induce 
the Soobah of the Deccan to perform, the Treaty of Peace with ihe Raja of 
Berar, and if I had seen vour dispatch No 340 to His Excellency the 
Governor-General I should not have had occasion to trouble yon 

It IS my opinion that nothing has occurred lately at Nagpur which 
should prevent the Soobah of the Deccan from paying the Raja the sumi of 
money which is due to him or the British Government from urging His 
Highness to pay it and from^ adopting every measure which can be devised 
to induce him to do this act of justice 

This being the case it is my opinion that if the Soobah of the Deccan 
should not immediately place at your disposal or at the disposal of the 
Raja’s Vakeels the funds required^ to discharge this demand, you ought to 
carry into execution the proposition contained m the 7th and Sth para- 
graphs of your letter of the 29th December and inform the Soobah of the 
Deccan that you will apply to the discharge of the Raja’s demand the sums 
in your hands due to His Highness the Paishwah 

In whatever mode the money may be procured, I think that it ought 
to be paid to the Raja without further loss of time and without reference 
to other transactions, respecting which I have considerable doubts 

In my last letter of the 4th instant I entered into a consideration of 
the Increase and Reform of the Soobah’s Military establishment and it is 
unnecessary that I should trouble you further upon the subject at present 
excepting to inform you that I have reason to believe that the sentiments 
delivered in that letter are exactly conformable to those of His Excellency 
the Governor-General 

I beg leave to refer you to a letter which I wrote to you on the 10th oL 
January 1804 for the details of my opinions upon this subject 

I have the honour to be, 
etc , etc , 

^ ' A WELLESLEY 

iTo, 

Lieut -Colonel J A KIRKPATRICK, 

Resident Hydeiabad 
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Lellcr No 2 —In (his letter Elphinstonc describes the unfriendly disposi- 
tion and acts of Raja Maliipat Ram Nizam s Agent In berar, In 
\rithhoIdlng the possession of certain Jaglrs promised lo the 
^linistc^s of RaghojI by Major General Wellesley at the time of 
the Treaty of Deogaon 

From-M n PHINSTONC RrSIOFNl AT NAGPUR, 

To-COI ONLL n Cl OSr RI^IDI NT AT POONA 

Nagpur, 28th 7flni/ory 1805 

I take the opportunilj of jour pretence In the lubiidiary ^orcc to 
inform >ou of the foUovsing mitnnccs of Improper conduct in Ra]^ 
Miheeput Ram which ma> probablj be redrewed b> >our intcrpoiilion 

2, You arc probabl> informed that the four pcrfiunnai which the 
Rhonjla \sai allowed to retain in Rcrar remained m the poijcsjion of Raji 
Maheeput Ram for lomc monthi after the peace and that tlic revenue then 
collected by him ha* nc\cr been accounted for to the Raja of Rerar Thit 
dcla> howcicr wa» not more owmfl to Maheeput Ram than to hii Go\cm 
ment and there it at present a proipcci of the affair bcmjs adjubted at 
Hyderabad I onI> mention it becaute it i* alluded to in counc of a 
correspondence to which I thall have occaiion to refer 

3 The time of the peace of Dcogaon the Hon bic Major General 
Wcltcslcy was pleated to confirm tome of the Raja t ministcn in the 
poncuion of certain lands and Milages in Rcrar and to grant new Jageers 
to some of them all which he did in \irtuc of full powurt from His 
Highness the Soobah of the Deccan and great dclav having been made by 
Maneeput Ram in delivering over those villages the General was pleated 
to direct that all the revenue collected from them since the peace should 
be paid to the perboni who hold them under the ibovt mentioned grants 
and these orders were afterwards repeated and confirmed bv HI* Excclicncj 
ihc Most Noble the Governor General In consequence of the authonty 
above referred to I ha\c rcpieatcdly assured the Raja s ministciw that thej 
shall not only obtain quiet possession of the village* granted to them by 
the Hon blc Major General Wellesley but receive completL indemnification 
for the revenue lost to them since the date of these grants by the lire 
gulantie* of the Niram i Officers I have frequently written on the sub- 
ject to Kaja Maheepat Ram and ot one time the whole or the greater part 
of the village* had lx^cn made over lo the right owner* though the arrears 
of revenue had not been paid Things did not remain long in this state 
before Maheeput Ram issued order* to Raja Ganga Ram to sequctlralc the 
villages belonging to the Bhonsla s minister# Raja Ganga Ram having 
very considerately acquainted me with his mitruclions I requested him to 
defer the executions of them and wrote to Maheeput Rora requesting recall 
of an order which was so contrary to General Wellesley s promises This 
only produced a letter to Ganga Ram directly to proceed to confiscate the 
villages without delay Raja Ganga Ram informed me of these directions 
and expressed hii regret that he was prevented by the express orders of his 
supenor from complying with my suggestions and general Wellesley s 
commands On this 1 wrote again to Maheeput Ram I have the honour 
to enclose his answer expr^ing hi* surprise at being blamed for a transac 
tion of which he never heard and representing Jeswant Rao s account as 
malicious and calumnious 

It IS not easy to conceive what should induce Jeswant Rao to bring 
forward hii complaint if it is unfounded or why Raja Ganga Ram should 
confine hi* statement* but as you are on the spot and as Maheeput Ram is 
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m Camp where Jeswant Rao has also been an agent I hope j^oit ^ will be 
able to discover whether Mahipat Ram’s account or Jeswant Rao’s is true 
and I have accordingly referred the former to you in my answer which I 
have the honour to enclose 

4 Soon after my arrival in the Bhonsla’s Camp I received an applica- 
tion from him for a Cowlc or protection [to be] granted by General 
Wellesley to Vincajee Pidree a respectable banker who wished to establish 
a house in Berar The Cowle was accordingly granted by General 
Wellesley not withstanding which Pidrce informs me that Malieeput Ram 
has seized his Agent at AmraoU and is extorting money from him without 
any other pretence than what is founded on a iorged bond from Pidree’s 
grandfather to Sabbajee Bhonsla one of the former Raja’s of Berar If 
this account should prove true I beg leave to request that you will require 
Maheeput Ram to respect General Wellesley’s Cowle 

5 I sometime ago received a letter from the Raja Gangaram of w^hich 
I have the honour to enclose a copy informing me that Maheeput Ram' had 
ordered him (if I agree) to make reprisals on the Bhonsla’s four pergunnahs 
in Berar for the damage done by the party who plundered Vamcecotta 
conceiving that Maheeput Ram was m this case assuming an authority 
which the Soobah of the Deccan could not consistently with the tenor of 
his engagements to the British Government have vested m him and being 
convinced that such a measure could not but have the worst effects consi- 
dering the defenceless state of Berar at the time I wrote to recommend 
his waiting the cvrders of His Excellency the Governor-General and 
succeeded in persuading him to drop his design and to restore 10,000 
rupees which had been levied on Argong by a Chief and or his orders I 
have the honour to enclose the letters in question together with letters 
received yesterday from Raja Maheeput Ram which leads me to thuik that 
he has renewed his intention of attacking the Berar Raja I have informed 
him in the letter of which a copy is enclosed that his taking any step of 
the sort will be contrary to treaty and wnll certainly be disapproved by 
His Excellency the Governor-General and that he must look for no 
support or assistance from the British in the war which his projected 
retaliation may possibly involve 

I beg leave to request that you will take such steps as you may think 
most proper to procure the adjustments of the above affairs and to induce 
Maheeput Ram to behave in future with greater moderation towards the 
Raja and in a manner more consistent with the relations which subsist 
between his Government and the British I have the honour to be with 
great respect Sir, your most obedient humble seivant 


Letter No 3 —The writer refers to a dispute between the Nizam and the 
Bhonsla over the transfer of ceitam villages in the districts east 
of the Wardha. 

From— T SYDENHAM, RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD, 

To— M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Hyderabad, ISih January 1806 

I have had a tedious contest with the Soubahdar to prevail upon him 
to cede to the Raja of Berar his share to certain districts east of the Wardha 

I find that there are positive and insurmountable objections to a small 
part of the proposed cession 1 have not yet been able to procure a 
detailed statement of the places which this Government is so averse from 
ceding but I am told that their annual value does not amount to more than 
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Letter No 2— In this letter Elphlnstonc describes the unfriendly dlspo< 
tion tmd acts of Raja Mahlpat Ram Nliam s Agent in Berar, in 
^vithholdIng the possession of certain Jagirs promised to the 
Ministers of Raghoji by Major General Wellesley at the lime of 
the Treaty of Deogaon 

From-M ELPHINSTONE, resident at NAGPUR 

To-COIONLLB CLOSE RI^IDENT AT POONA 

Nagpur 28lh January 1805 

1 take the opportunity of jour prcjcncc in the subiidiary ^orcc to 
ir^orm >ou of the follo\Mng initancct of improper conduct in Raja 
M^heeput Ram -vshich may probably be rcdrcised by your interpoiition 

2 You arc probably informed that the four pcrgunnai which the 
Bhonila wai allo^\cd to retain in Berar remained in the posiesrion of Raja 
Maheeput Ram for some months after the peace and that the revenue then 
collected by him has never been accounted for to the Raja of Berar This 
delay however was not more owing to Maheeput Ram than to hit Govern 
raent and there is at present a prospect of the affair bcin^ adjubted at 
Hyderabad I only mention it because it it alluded to in course of a 
correspondence to which I shall have occasion to refer 

^ The time of the peace of Dcojjaon the Hon ble Major General 
Wellesley was pleased to confirm some of the Raja s ministers m the 
poucMion of certain lands and vtllagcs m Berar and to grant new Jagecra 
to some of them all which he did m virtue of full powtJi from His 
Hi^nesi the Soobah of the Deccan and great delay having been made by 
Maheeput Ram In delivering over those villages the General was pleased 
to direct that all the revenue collected from them since the peace should 
be paid to the persons who hold them under the above mentioned grants 
and these orders were afterward* repeated and confirmed bv Hii Ehccellency 
riic Most Noble the Governor-General In consequence of the authority 
above referred to I have rcj>eatcdly assured the Raja » roinistcrsf that they 
shall not only obtain quiet possession of the village* granted to them by 
the Honlile Major General Wellesley but receive complete ibdemnification 
for the revenue lost to them since Inc date of these grants by the irrc 
gularities of the Nizam s Officers I have frequently wntten on the sub- 
ject to Raja Maheepat Ram and at one time the whole or the greater part 
of the villages had been made over lo the nght owners though the arrears 
of revenue had not been paid Things dm not remain long in this state 
before Maheeput Ram issued orders to Raja Ganga Ram to sequestrate the 
villages belonging to the Bhonslo s raimstcrs Raja Ganga Ram having 
very considerately acquainted roc with his instructions I requested him to 
defer the executions of them and wrote to Maheeput Rara requesting recoil 
of an order which was so contrary to General Wellesley t promise* This 
only produced a letter to Gan^ Kam directly to proceed to confiscate the 
villages without delay Raja Ganga Ram iniorm^ me of these directions 
and expressed hii re^et that he was prevented by the express orders of hit 
superior from complying with my suggestions and general Wellesley s 
commands On this I wrote agam to Maheeput Ram I have the honour 
to enclose hu answer expr^smg his surprise at being blamed for a transac 
tion of which he never heard and representing Jeswant Rao • account as 
malicious and calumnious 


It II not easy to conceive what should induce Jeswant Rao to bring 
forward hii complaint if it is unfounded or why Raja Ganga Ram should 
confine hii statements but a* you are on the spot and a* Maheeput !^m is 
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in Gamp where Jeswant Rajo has also been an agent I hope yoil will be 
able to discover whether Mahipat Ram’s account or Jeswant Rao’s is true 
and I have accordingly referred the former to you in my answer which I 
have the honour to enclose 

4 Soon after my arrival m the Bhonsla’s Camp I received an applica- 
tion from him for a Cowdc or protection [to be] granted by General 
Wellesley to Vincajec Pidree a respectable banker w'ho wished to establish 
a house in Berar The Cowle was accordingly granted by General 
Wellesley not withstanding which Pidree informs me that Maheeput Ram 
has seized his Agent at Amraoti and is extorting money from him w-ithout 
any other pretence than what is founded on a forged bond from Pidree’s 
grandfather to Sabbajee Bhonsla one of the former Raja's of Berar If 
this account should prove true I beg leave to request that you will require 
Maheeput Ram to respect General Wellesley’s Cowle 

5 I sometime ago received a letter from the Raja Gangaram of wdiich 
I have the honour to enclose a copy informing me that Maheeput Ram had 
ordered him (if I agree) to make reprisals on the Bhonsla’s four pergunnahs 
in Berar for the damage done by the party who plundered Vameecotta 
conceiving that Maheeput Ram w\as in this case assuming an authority 
w'hich the Soobah of the Deccan could not consistently with the tenor of 
his engagements to the British Government have vested in him and being 
convinced that such a measure could not but have the worst effects consi- 
dering the defenceless state of Berar at the time I wrote to recommend 
his waiting the evders of His Excellency the Governor-General and 
succeeded in persuading him to drop his design and to restore 10,000 
rupees which had been levied on Argong by a Chief and or his orders I 
have the honour to enclose the letters in question together wnth letters 
received yesterday from Raja Maheeput Ram which leads me to think that 
he has renewed his intention of attacking the Berar Raja I have informed 
him m the letter of which a copy is enclosed that his taking any step of 
the sort will be contrary to treaty and will certainly be disapproved by 
His Excellency the Governor-General and that he must look for no 
support or assistance from the British in the war w'hich his projected 
retaliation may possibly involve 

I beg leave to request that you will take such steps as you may think 
most proper to procure the adjustments of the above affairs and to induce 
Maheeput Ram to behave m future with greater moderation towards the 
Raja and m a manner more consistent with the relations w^hich subsist 
between his Government and the British I have the honour to be with 
great respect Sir, your most obedient humble scivant 


Letter No. 3 —The writer refers to a dispute between the Nizam and the 
Bhonsla over the transfer of certain villages in the districts east 
of the Wardha. 

From— T SYDENHAM, RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD, 

To— M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Hydeiabad, 18t/i January 1806 

I have had a tedious contest with the vSioubahdar to prevail upon him 
to cede to the Raja of Berar his share to certain districts east of the Wardha 

I find that there are positive and insurmountable objections to a small 
part of the proposed cession 1 have not yet been able to procure a 
detailed statement of the places which this Government ts Rn nvArSPi frr>T-n 
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Rf 10 000 They consist of some Milages near the hills to which the 
Go\ eminent attaches great importance from their situation near the 
frontier of some villages belonging to the pergunnah of Aihli to the 
west of the \Vardha and %cry near hlhchpore and to the mud fort of 
Amnair on the Wardha 

I also am given to understand that the only mode the Soubahdar will 
agree to m the disposal of the required districts is by a Jaghcer to the son 
or the Raja of Berar I was assured that the grant could be ns vabd and 
permanent oi any other and as the Company s name will be mentioned m 
the sunnud vie shall be a guarantee to the transfer 

I beg you will favour me with your opinion on this subject and 
whether you think the move suggested by this Government will he agree 
able to your Court I am onli afraid that whatever the Berar Govern 
ment thinks of the mode, the ^ubahdar wdl not be prevailed i pon to 
relinquish it and that if I do not accept of the transfer on these terms I 
shall not obtain it at all I send you a statement of all the districts from 
the Hyderabad Dafters and I request you will do me the kindness to 
communicate ynur notions on the subject ns soon as you have sounded 
your Court 


Letter No 4 — At long last the amount due to the Bhonsla on account of 
the revenue collections from the four perganahs of GavvUgarh by 
the Nleam s officers was paid to the Bhonsla through the British 
Intervaatlon 

From-J A KIRKPATRICK RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD 
To-M rLPHINSTONE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Hxdcrobad 2Bth February 1806 
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
16th instant enclosing a detailed account of Revenue collected by the 
Nixara s Oracers in the four purgunnnhs attached to Gawilghur 

This account appearing (as far as 1 am able to judge) perfectly correct 
and it being only conformable (os you justly observe) to mv instructions 
from Hii Eiicellency the Governor General to consider the Raja of Bemr 
as entitled to the whole net Revenue of the Purgunnahs in question with 
oat anv deduction whatever I shall be prepared to answer your drafts to 
the full amount specified m your statement whenever they may be present 
ed either by receiving the sum due from this Government which now 
seems disposed to discharge it, or by making the requisite deductions if 
absolutely necessary from the Paishl^sh Funds m my custody agreeably 
to the latitude entrusted to me by Sir Arthur Wellesley for the purposes 


Letter No 5 —Intimating the payment of the revenue from the four 
parganabs of Gawilgarh rcalteed by the Nham s Agents 

From— COLONEL KIRKPATRICK RESIDENT AT HYDFRA 
BAD 

To— COLONEL B CLOSE RESIDENT AT POONA 

Hyderabad. Sih April 1805 

1 am favoured with your letter of the 27th ultimo advising me of your 
having this day drawn on me at fifteen days sight for the sum of two lacks 
thirty thousand three hundred and fiftv one Hyderabad Sicca rupees 
twelve annas exchange for one lack and eighty eight thousand three 
hundred and sixty-six Nagpur rupees twelve annas iti favour of Vlncobah 
Pcdidy 
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The above draft I shall be duly prepared to answer, though I think it 
is to be apprehended that this Government notwithstanding the explana- 
tion I may have to offer, will feel considerable reluctance in discharging 
the very hea\^ difference that exists between the actual sum due to the 
Nagpur Government on account of the airears of Gawilghur revenue and 
that for which, 1 shall now have to call upon it in consequence of the 
unfavourable rate of exchange at Which the bill has been negotiated 
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DIPLOMATIC NEGOTIATIONS 

Letter No 1 —In this letter Cold>rooke Is desired to procure 
permission of Bhonsla Raghojee II for the passage of BdtUh 
troops through his dominions going from the Vlzlcr s 
territories to join the Army of Fort St George, They vrerc taking 
a ^rect route from Kalpl, through Bundelkhund Berar and 
Hyderabad, 

from-g h barlow secretary to government 

To— H COLEBROOKT RESIDENT AT NAGPUR. 

Fort William, Sift February 1799 

1 am directed by the Honourable the Vice Pre*idcnt in Council to 
acquaint you that at the desire of the Right Honourable the Governor 
General in Council, it i> intended to lend a Detachment conililing of 
about 4 or S 000 Native Infant^ with lomc artillcr> from the Viricr* 
Tcrritone* to lom the arm> ol Fort St George 

2 It It propoted with a mcw to expedition and to render the march 
at little fatiguing ai poMiblc to the Troopt that the Detachment ihall take 
a direct route from Goipcc through Bundclkhand Berar and Hyderabad 

3 The Vice Preiident m Couoal dctlre* that you will communicate 
the with of the Right Honourable the Governor General to march the 
Troop* by the above mentioned route to Rago)ee Bhooila 

4 You will at the *amc time cxpreti to him the Vice Prcaident i con 
viction that from the intimate connection which lubsiiti between the two 
fitates he will readily acouicsce in the Governor General i wiih and that 
he will depute a respectable perioo to attend the Commanding Officer of 
the Detariiment through the limits of hi* temtory. and fo auist in provid 
mg supplie* for the Troop* for which payment will be regularly made 

5 You will alio give to Rogojee Bhooila the moft po*Uive anurance* 
that the greatcit care will he taken that the Inhabitant* of the country 
through which the troop* may pa»» »hall not experience any moleitation 

6 You will be hereafter aporixed of the period when the Detachment 
may be expected to commence iu march 

7 The Rwident with Sandla has been desu’cd to apply to All Bahader 
and to the Maratta Officer m charge of Golpee and the ad 3 accnt country 
to facilitate the progre** of the troop* through their temloric* 


Letter No 2 —The necessary permission for the passage of the British 
troops through his dominion is conoedea by Raghojee. The 
Importance of this step at the time of the fourth Mysore war 
cannot be exaggerated 

From-H COLEROOKE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To— G H BARLOW ESQUIRE SECRETARY TO GOVERN 
MENT 

Nagpur 25th March 1799 

On the 18th Initant I had the pleamre to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 8th ultimo On the 23Td initant the earlieit day on which 
anv buiinets could be opened I had a private conference with the feija the 
remit of which I have reported to the Governor General and I beg leitvc 
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to refer the acting President in Council for particulars to the enclosed copy 
of my despatches This morning I again saw the Raja by appointment 
and have the pleasure to inform you, that he readily consents to the passage 
of troops through his territories and he desired me to give him timely 
notice of the arrival of the Detachment at Calpee, that he may send a 
proper person to meet the Commanding Officer on the frontiers of Berar 


Letter No. 3. -Colebrooke suggests in his interview the formation of a 
treaty of quadruple alliance behveen the Company and Peshwa, the 
Nizam and the Bhonsla whereas the Bhonsla expreses his desire 
for a Treaty between him and the Company only. 

From—H colebrooke, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To— THE RIGHT HON’BLE EARL OF MORNINGTON, 
GOVERNOR GENERAL 

Nagpur, 26th March 1799. 

I had yesterday a private conference with Raghojee Bhonsla. at which 
his Dewan, Moonshce and Chitnavis were present, and I beg leave to report 
the particulars of it from minutes taken immediately after my return from 
the Durbar 

At this, as at the preceding interview, the conversation was for the 
most carried on through the medium of the Moonshee, who spoke to me 
in Persian and to the Rajah in the Marhatta tongue The Rajah seems 
unwilling to speak Hindustani, with which he is not very conversant, and 
he himself desired me to use the Persian language 

After some consultation with the Ministers the Moonshee opened the 
conference by saying your Lordship had intimated that some particular, 
not trusted to epistolary correspondence, would be explained by my verbal 
communications, and the Raja was therefore solicitous to hear what I had 
iP charge to communicate In reply I observed that he had announced the 
wibh of disclosing his sentiments on some important subjects which 
occupied his mind and m consequence thereof and assured him of your 
Lordship’s friendly sentiments I attended his court but if more agreeable 
to him, I would wave asking the previous explanation of his sentiments 
After a short consultation the Raja told me the Moonshee should deliver 
what had been the object of his (Raghojee’ s) requesting my mission 
Shridher Pandit accordingly proceeded to state, that when the Raja wrote 
the letter alluded to the Peshwa as well as Nizam had been called upon by 
the British Government to prepare for reciprocal defence against the hos- 
tile designs of Tippoo Sultan but no intimation had been given to the 
Raja although as an ancient and faithful friend he took so^ great an interest 
in what concerned the Company On the subject of this pretended slight 
he enlarged but not so as to lead me to believe, that it had been really felt 
as such but rather, that he wished to become a party to the alliance against 
Tippoo I offered immediately to reply, but he proposed first to complete 
the explanition of the objects of the Raja’s letter of April last 

He then proceeded to say, that the distracted state of affairs at Poona 
had engaged Nizam’s and the Raja’s attention at a distance and on the 
spot That ultimately Bajee Row was raised to the Peshwaship and the 
Ragoj'ee had acquiesced therein but after his return from Poona had been 
imprisoned and affairs had become more confused than ever It had there- 
fore seemed expedient, then the Raja wrote to concert such measures as 
the circumstances of the times called for There were, he said the two 
points which gave occasion to the letter above rnentioned, and the whole 
of what the Raja had directed him to communicate. 
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I feplled that there had not been the tmallest CToundi for thinking him 
*cU ilightcd that mcaiurct such at he had itated had not been taken at 
the time he mentioned This the Raja uould perceive on referring to your 
L^rdthip t declaration That, mean time It had been deternuned to 
depute me to hi» Court which had rendered the communication of intel 
ligcncc through another channel unnccetsary and that what I might 
probably have had >our order* to inform him of \erbally had I arrived 
earlier wa» Bupericded by the turn afTaira had now taken, of which the 
carlicBt notice had been mven to him b) your Lordship* letter delivered 
to him at the lait interview 

Under the impression I have received of the real drift of what had been 
»aid I judged thi* to be a better opportunity than I had even expected 
penning a ncgociation as commanded bp jour Lordihip I therefore added 
that »o far from making a secret to him of measure* taken to defeat the 
design* of Tippoo jour Lordship considered him as a party to the existing 
defensive alliance with the Pcinwa in which he ns a Marhatta State was 
included Tliat since the enemies of the allied state* had shown iheir 
hostile disposition it seemed advisable for the common defence to defend 
by a Treaty of quadruple alliance on the basil of the triple one His 
engagement* as a party virtually included in the existing Treaty with the 
Pethwa and the Nixam 

On the other topic of the Moonshce s discourse I endeavoured to 
give the most guards answer by saying that vour Lordship would no 
doubt always see with regret any distraction in the affairs of Poona and 
would certainly have great pleasure in securing Bajee Row s full enjoyment 
of hii power and authority 

The Moonshce by the Rau s directions told me in reply that the 
proposition I had hinted of a Treaty between the two state* was highly 
gratifjing to the Raja and the very thing he most wished^ that after the 
conclusion of it during the negociatton would be the best time to consider 
and ditcuii other matters that this conference having advanced so far he 
Would propose two or three other meeting* on the subject thus opened 
and at which every thing might be discussed and adjusted In the course 
of his reply the Moonshce teemed to disclaim the Rajas bemg virtually 
a party to the existing Treaty or any otherwise engaged to us than as an 
ancient and sincere friend 

Apprehending inconvenience in the progress of the negotiation from 
ah "apparent misapprehension which struck me in the term ui^ by the 
Mooniheo between the two states I asked him whether he had expressed to 
the Raja this term I had employed a Treaty of quadruple alliance He 
said he had not and asked what occasion there could be to make four 
state* parties to a new Treaty of Alliance with two of them and which very 
Treaty I named as the bans of the new one In reply I repeated what I had 
already said respecting the Raja s virtual engagements and added that a 
separate Treaty would constitute an alliance wltn the British Government 
only instead of being with all the allies and to obviate an answer he seemed 
prepared to make I further said *hat it might perhaps be deemed un 
candid to make a separate Treaty unknown to or exclusive of the other 
Allies He asked me whether it was indispensably necessary to make 
both the other state* acquainted with and parties to the Treaty I answer 
ed that whether it were known to the Pethwa immediately or not, it 
would I supposed be proper to comprehend him and this mi^t be done 
by concerning the Treaty with the Nizam and allowing the Pethwa the 
option of acceding to it when he judged proper I added that I mentioned 
this merely by way of explanation not tor the purpose of inducing a pre- 
sent diicuMlon when the Raja had already deferred the further considera 
tlon of the subject to a future conference. Sndher Pundit explain^ this 



105 


to the Raja, who acquiesced but his countenance indicated that he would 
have been better pleased with the negotiation of a separate Treaty and 
that he felt some disappointment in my having proposed a joint one 

I could have wished to have obtained more full disclosure of the 
Raja’b sentiments before I added anything to what I first said but the 
misapprehension arising from the Moonshee’s suppression of a single term 
rendered an explanation necessary and it seemed the more strangely so as 
the Raja’s motives for wishing a separate rather than a joint Treaty may 
possibly be incompatible with his dut cs to the Peshwa His unwillingness 
to acknowledge himself bound by the existing engagements of the Peshwa 
the terms used in making the acknowledgments of such an obligation, 
that which was employed in speaking of Bajee Row’s elevation, joined to 
the hint I received from Bissumbur Pundit and which I had the honour 
to mention to your Lordship, all co-operated with the impression of your 
Lordship’s particular injunctions on my mind to make me under necessity 
of being so far explicit with the view of discouraging in the earliest state 
of the business any sentiments the Raja may have entertained inconsistent 
with his duty to the Peshwa 

I beg leave to inform you that the Raja has given the consent required 
unfounded in making any exception, the Raja’s disposition, as well as his 
interests, are such as your Lordship wishes them to be I cannot however 
yet hazard a decided opinion on his secret nor even on his strength 
and resources 

I beg leave to inform you that the Raja has given the consent required 
of him, for the march of troops through Berar 

Letter No 4 — In this letter the Governor-General directs Cole- 

brooke to arrange with the Court of Nagpur in concert with 
Hyderabad “as speedily as possible a Treaty of Defensive alliance 
between the Company, the Nizam and the Kaja of Berar and their 
successors expressly framed to counteract the hostile project of 
Dowlat Rao Sindiah”. 

From— THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL, 

To— H COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort Sf George, 2Sth Apnl 1799 

1 I have received your lette’* of the dates noted in the margin 

2 Although the communication hitherto made to you by the Court 
of Nagpore do not completely disclose its views or indicate its disposition 
yet they furnish combined with other circumstances reasonable ground to 
hope that you will not experience much difficulty in accomplishing the 
object of my present instructions 

3 You will herewith receive copies of two letters and enclosures 
lately received from the Resident at Poona and dated the 8th and 12th of 
April You will also receive a copy of a letter to me from the Resident at 
Hyderabad dated the 17th instant 

4 The proofs furnished by these papers of the hostile design of 
Sindia’s against the Nizam in the first instance and ultimately against the 
Company demands the adoption of immediate measures for repelling any 
attempt whuh Smdia may make upon the Nizam’s territories 

5 With this view I direct that you arrange with the Court of Nagpore 
in concert with that of Hyderabad as speedily as possible a Treaty of 
Defensive Alliance between the Company, Nizam and the Raja of Berar 
and their successors expressly framed to counteiact the hostile projert 
of Dowlat Sindiah. 
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6 The sole object of the treaty inuit be the mutual defence of the 
temtone* of the contracting power* against an> attack from Dowlat 
Rao Sindiah But care must be taken to provide that the attack of nnv 
part of the tcmtoriei of the Nawabt of Aude by Dowlat Rao Sindia shall 
be coniidcrcd ni an attack upon the Company t possession 

7 With respect to the partition of eventual conquest* from Dowlat 
Rao Sindia in any rupture between him and the contracting power* this 
and other details cannot perhaps be better adjusted than upon the principles 
of the Treaties of Poungul and Poona 

8 An article must be inserted in the Treaty for the purpose of cnahl 
mg the Peshwas to accede to the nlliancc within a penod of one month 
from the date of his being invited to do so by the British GovemmenL 

9 The Resident at Hjderabad will receive direction* from mu to 
communicate with the Nizam on the subject of the present mitruciions 
and to transmit to >ou with all practicable despatch the result of the 
deliberation of the Court of Hyderabad on the occasion 

10 You will observe that the absence of the greatest and most efficient 
part of Nizam Ali Khawn i forces in Mysore joined to the inability of the 
Company m the present conjuncture to afiord him any prompt assistance 
in Troops leaves His Highness t temtones considerabb exposed to the 
attempts of Sindia It it therefore extreme]) desirable and it must be on 
early object of your care to engage the Raja of Berar to place hii Army 
without delay m such position as maj best enable him m the event of 
hostilities with Sindia to afford to Nizam Ait Cawn the most speedy and 
effectual aid either by a junction by the Nizam All Cawn * force* or by a 
powerful diversion oo the side of Sindiah t possessions in Malwa 


Letter No 5— In this letter Colebrooke intimates Raghojees willingness 
to form a defensivii alliance with the Nizam and the Company 
against TIpoo Colebrooke. it must be remonbered had been sent 
to Nagpur with the sole object of Inducing the Raja to Join the 
allies against Tipu during the fourth Mysore War 

From-H colebrooke RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To-THE RIGHT HON BLE EARL OF MQRNINGTON GOV 
ERNOR GENERAL 

Nflfpur 26th April 1799 

On the 2(hh instant I sent a message to remind the Raja that a long 
time had lapsed since our last conference he prevented the delivery of 
the message by himself appointing the next morning for an interview 
apologising at the same time for the delay which had occurred I waited 
on him accordingly and he opened the conference by fully acceding to the 
proposal of a Treaty of alliance which he said was highly proper and 
acceptable since it would confirm and stressing then the bonds of friend 
ship and would not only be satisfactory to the Nizam and the Peshwa but 
would also increase the existing fncndibip with those powers The Moon 
shoe then proceeded to ask in the Raja s name a fuller explanation of the 
foim m which I proposed that tho Treaty should be formed I it^ted m 
reply that it would contain a reciprocal guarantee of the possessions of 
the contractmg parties Including the rights of their alhe* so that m case 
of aMresBion by an enemy of the allied state* they would all co-operate to 
rep^ the enemy 

2 The Raja acquiesced therein and after many apologies for m 
troducing the subject said that the temtones of the Company Nizam and 
Peshwa bordered on those of Tippoo that his did not that the allied 
state* had partaken of the distreise* and hazards of a war In which they 



were all immediately interested and they had participated in the fruits of 
Victory If then ip consequence of the alliance now agreed on he should 
share the afflictions he ought also to participate in the oenefits of the war 
That he did not state this as an excuse oi as objection for he was at all 
events ready to enter into the proposed alliance 

3. I replied that ahhough he was less ^ immediately exposed to the 
hostile attempts of Tipfioo yet he had an ultimate interest in the common 
defence against an ambitious foe and that my proposal having been 
confined to a defensive alliance there seemed no occasion to consider a 
subject which belonged to a Treaty of offensive alliance. He replied that 
as defensive engagernents might sooner or later involve him in a wai it 
was desirable to provide now for so probable a contingency He proposed 
to me therefore to consider the subject at my leisure and to report it to 
your Lordship and wait your order I intimated that I should report 
what had been now said to your Lordship He then desired that 
to prevent mistakes, I would communicate to him what I might state as 
the substance of his discourse I proposed that he should rather give me 
a written note of it and I would in compliance with a wish he had before 
Intimated to me, deliver a similar note of the proposal I made at the 
former conference This was agreed to and accordingly I next day sent 
the unsigned note, a translation which is enclosed The Raja appointed 
an interview for the following day but the death of a relation obliged him 
to postpone it and he this morning sent his ministers who delivered to me 
a note recapitulating the communication which passed at the last con- 
ference I enclose (No. 2) a translation of so much of it as the proposi- 
tion made by the Raja 

4 In the course of the conversation of this day’s meeting the 
ministers confirmed to me that the Raja accedes without reservation to 
the proposal of a defensive alliance and offers moreover to take an im- 
mediate part in the offensive operations against Tippoo but submits to 
your Lordship’s consideration the question of his participation m 
.subsequent conquests I can perceive m the conversation both of the Raja 
and of his ministers great eagerness and solicitude which if permanent 
would fully meet your Lordship’s wishes should you in the event of the 
war being protracted to a second campaign think it advisable to call for 
the Raja’s co-operation 

He has desired that the negociation may not be made known to the 
Courts of Poona and Hyderabad m its present state, shall inform Captain 
Kirkpatrick how he would wish it to be represented until your Lordship’s 
pleasure be known 

Letter No. 6. — Discussions with Raghon for a defensive alliance between 
the Bhonsla, the Nizam and the Company against Dowlat Rao 
Sindiah are reported. Raghoji clearly hesitates to give any 
assurance for such an alliance without reference to the Peshwa. 
It mav be incidentally noted that the Governor-General’s despatch, 
dated 25th April from Form St George reached Nagpur on the 14th 
May. 

From— H COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To— THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 

Nagpur, 25t]i May 1799 

I have had the honour to acknowledge^ your instructions of the 25th 
ultimo received on the evening of the 14th instant For the reasons men- 
tioned in my address of the 16th I did not demand a private audience of 
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RfljQ Roghojco Bhonsla until the 20lh on ^hich date 1 had the Mtlifactiofl 
to rccci\c copic* of vour Lordships instructions to Captain Kirkpatrick 
and information from him of the remit of his deliberations uith the Court of 
H>dcrabad all which pro\c to ha\c been as necessary for my guidance as 
I expected to find them I immedialclv sent a message to the Raja 
requesting a pri\ate audience and met him that dn> b> appointment and 
again the following c\ening IIii Dewan Mooushcc ana ChitnaMs and 
my own Moonshce were the only persons present besides the Rajas son 
who both dajs came in towards the close of a \er) long sitting 

2, The first daj I opened the conference bv saying that it was incumb- 
ent on states connected bj friendship with Nliam All Khan to concert 
measures for the defence of hit dominions against the meditated aggros 
Bions of eccrcl or a\owcd enemies that on a former occasion the Raja had 
himself crprcsiccf such scnfimcnti and that the pniscnt circumstance* bemg 
similar I had no doubt his sentiments were still the same he assured me 
of his sincere attachment to the Nizam and asked who meditated oggres 
lions I named Dowlat Rao Smdia The Moonshce Sndhar Pundit then 
repeated what I had the honour to report to >our Lordship in my last 
address relatixc to the different aspect of affairs now and last year He 
added thVt Dowlat Rao Sindia wa» stiflicicnlU cmplo>cd by Mi domestic 
contests now fomented by Parsram Rhou and could not be af leisure to 
resume hostile designs agnlnst the Nizam and he asked if these projccti 
were real did the Peihwa authorize or conni\e at them 

3 Not having your Lordships instructions to disclose the Peshwa s 
treachery I said was it possible that one who was bound by the obligations 
of the treaties should mvc any sanction to hostile designs against hit own 
all> This was rccci\ca at a airect denial and I therefore took a lubicqu 
ent opportunity of insinuating that under the awe of Dowlat Rao Sindla i 
power the Peshwa might perhaps be compelled to give an apparent sanction 
to proceedings which m his heart he disapproved As I seemed to mean 
only a future possible contingcnc> the hint appeared to make no impression 
m the Raja s ralnd and 1 did not venture to make it more pointed 

4 In the meantime the Moonihec had said by the Raja i directions* 
Dowlat Rao Sindia was a servant of the Peshwa If then he should form 
designs dgainit the Nizam s temtonc* and that against hii lupenor t 
cement he would be forbidden bv the Poona Government and should he 
disobey racasurei must be then resorted to for the purpose of r^uang hirn 
to oh^iencc in which case the Raja would doubtless be called upon to 
support the Peshwa i authority However no orders had been yet received 
from Poona on this subject 

5 I replied that if the Peshwa fully possessed a due control over 
Dowlat Rao Sindia circumstances might have been very different Rut 
far as Dowlat Rao Sindia was from pursuing the conduct which became 
him as a subordinate member of the Mahratta Empire it would not be 
sufficient to rely on the means the Raja had pointed out for checking hu 
designs and more effectual measures must be taken 

6 Hitherto the subject had been treated with coldness very inconslit 
eat w^th the sentiments I prenousir supposed the Rsja to entertain 
and I had therefore advanced with caution towards the object of my 
initmctions but at this period of the conference the Raja observed that 
the subject was of a very delicate nature and more than usual precautions 
were necessary to prevent the conversations being overheard After such 
precautions had been taken and the Raja had consulted long with Ms 
m ojiters he -said he was himself bound defensive engagements to assist 
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the Nizam in case of his territories being invaded If then Dowlat Rao 
Sindia should proceed to execute the projects ascribed to him he Raghojee 
would co-operate in chastizing him 1 said prevention would be better 
than punishment and present measures should therefore be concerted 
which may force Sindia to relinquish his designs or if he should pursue 
them might facilitate the repelling of his aggressions Being asked what 
measures I meant to recommend 1 then proceeded to the proposal of a 
Treaty of defensive alliance in the terms of your Lordship’s instructions 
the Raja expressed himself well disposed to accede to the proposal, but 
desired to postpone the further discussion of this matter until the next day, 
after he should have maturely considered it 

7 In the course of the conversation when I had remarked that the 
Feshwa possessed not a due control over Dowlat Rao Sindia’s conduct, 
Siidhai Pundit asked me whether he should state it to the Raja as a pro- 
position for concerting measures to restore the Peshwa’s authoritj' I 
said I had mentioned it incidentally but had no objection to the present 
discussion of that subject and to hear the Raja’s sentiments upon it As 
he did not in my presence interpret this to the Raja, I have not reported 
it in its place as a part of the conversation Perhaps an inference may be 
built on this passage that the Raja would be willing to concert the means 
of restoring orders to the Poona Government although he does not oro- 
pose the subject himself 

8 The next day the conference was opened on the part of the Raj'a 
by saying it would be better to give the Peshwa the proposed option before 
the conclusion of the Treaty If he acceded to the invitation the Treaty 
might be at once framed in the shape of a quardruple alliance or T he 
refused, one of triple alliance might be subsequently arranged The Peshwa 
wou’d have just right to complain of clandestine proceeding if the Raja 
entered into the proposed engagements without such previous option being 
given to him 

9 To the various arguments I used against this proposition he 
answered that the delay would be productive of no such ill consequence 
as I objected, since he considered himself as already bound by his verbal 
declaration and would act promptly if hostilities should in the meantime 
be actually commenced 2nd, when I objected that written engagement 
would be more definite Did I doubt his faithful adherence to a verbal pro- 
mise Srdly when after complimenting him m your Lordship’s name on his 
known probity I objected the possible misconception of a verbal com- 
munication, he said this might be obviated by his perusing and acknowledg- 
ing a statement thereof drawn by me 4thly when I urged that the present 
confused state of affairs at Poona not permitting the previous communica- 
tion to the Peshwa, the British Government ever faithful to its engagements 
and attentive to the dues of friendship therefore insisted on a chance 
comprehending the Peshwa if he chose to accede the Raja would not 
acknowledge that the state of affairs at Poona was such as could justify 
him iO not previously consulting the Peshwa so long as Bajee Rao has 
not deserved such neglect from him 

10 The Raja endeavoured to vindicate his own consistency in agree- 
ing to the former proposal of a similar cause and objecting to it in this 
instance by saying that as we already had defensive engagements with the 
Peshwa and Nizam against Tippoo and he m alliance with those powers, 
the Brit’sh Government and himself were m respect of each other the 
only new parties but defensive engagements against Dowlat Rao Sindia 
were new to all the parties intended to be comprehended in the treaty 
now agitated. 

16 " 
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11 In on earlier itatfe of Ibc contcrfation Sridhar Pundh had aiked 
me whether thii was to be a icparnfc treah ai blended with that before 
proposed I said a separate one at which the Raja showed much satitfac 
lion and on this as on sc\cral other occasions he expressed great 
solicitude to be made carl\ acquainted with >our lordship i icntimcnU 
on the proposition repeated m my address of the 26th ultimo 

During this conference I look nn apportunily of re ommcnding to the 
RajT lo plact hts Arm% m a position to afford to the Nizam the most 
speed) and effectual aid He said he alrcad\ had near the Nlznra s 
frontier a sufficient force I said it would be nevertheless advisable that 
his Armv should moke a movement which might lervc to awe Sindia He 
acquiesced but the choice of the post was reserved for further consideration 

12 The Raja proposed to send a confidential otnon with a letter to 
Sindm wTitten in strong terms declaring that d Dowlat Rao Smdia invaded 
thL Nizam t dominions the Raja would emplo) his whole force lo chastize 
him This he said would more than probabl) Induce Dowlat Rao hindia 
to relinquish his detigns I at first declined the offer on the ground that 
it might prematurely moke known to Dowlat Kao Sindia the detachment 
of his bchcmc I aftenrards took the proposal in reference to your Lord 
shio nd said I ihonld report and inform the Raja of your lordships 
sentiments on it 

13 At the close of the conference I aMin reverted to the proposal 
I had made but with no further success The arguments used hove been 
already bricfl> stated in the 9th poragruph of this address Finding it 
impossible to prevail unless I could disclose the treachery of the Peshwa 
I desisted and the sitting broke up at a xery late hour 

14 The next da) Sridhar Pundit told m> Moonihee in confidence 
that the Vakeel at Hyderabad had informed the Raja of deliberations 
having been there held A similar proposition would, the Vakeel added be 
opened b> me but the negociation would not fail at H)drabad it being onlv 
suitable to Aziraul Omrah s own views and not likcl) to be approved b> 
the Nizam himself The Vakeel has been cvidcntl) misinformed and has 
mistaken the project of a defensive alliance for that of an offensive one 
I have directed my Moonihee to make this remark to bndhar Pundit m 
pointed terms I aoprehonded the impression must nevertheless remain 
and continue to render the Raja averse from acceeding to the proposal in 
Its full extent until I can announce to him the Nizam • having agreed to it 
nnd made known to him Rajee Rao s Treaty 

15 On the 23rd havnng completed a Persian statement of the substance 
of both conferences for a purpose explained in the 9th paragraph of this 
address I sent it by my Moonshec to be perused and its accuracy acknow 
Icdgcd by the Raia I left blanks for the name of the place and for the 
date to which and when the ^rray is to move and I directed him to urge 
the immediate filling up of those blanks with my concurrence But he has 
not yet seen the Raia who was (hot da) indisooscd and who still remains 
encamped near the Cunhan River where I shall rejoin him if his stay there 
be prolonged 

16 I hope your Lordship will apnrove mv not acknowledging that 
Baiee Rao authorizes or connive* at Dowlat Row Sindia s p ojects T 
believe the negociation would be sooner successful were that fact made 
known to Ragojee but not having had any confidential commLnication 
from him of his real sentiments respecting affairs af Poona nor mitnictions 
from vour Lordship for disclosing to him Baiee Row s treachcrv I could 
not take UDon me to do so In the answer I gave to the question mention 
ed m the 11th paragraph of hii adrets I was governed by the considcntion 
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that your Lordship’s instructions of the 3rd MarcL and 25th April are 
separate and if the former instructions are superseded by the last it may be 
your Lordship’s pleasure that the former negociation should be dropped 
or perhaps on the other hand that it should be pursued independently of 
the present one 

Letter No 7 — Colebrooke again tries to impress upon Raghoji the 
desirability of an alliance with the Company and the Nizam to 
forestall the hostile intentions of Dowlat Rao Sindhia. The 
Bhonsla is hesitant because he “was confident Sindhia should not 
possibly undertake any hostile operations against the Nizam wlule 
his own domestic disputes weie unadjusted” and because of “his 
disbelief of the hostile designs asciibed to Sindhia” Colebrooke 
refers to the incursions of the Pmdaries into Berar, Amraoli and 
Elhchpur and induces Raghoji to direct operations against them 

From— H COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To— THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 

Nagpui, 30th May 1799 

Finding that Raghoojee’s army in Berar proper already command6 as 
good a position as I can point out to answer the object of the instructions 
contained in the last paragraph of your Lordship’s of the 25th ultimo, I 
have for the present restricted myself to require from the Raja of Berar 
immediate orders to his troops there stationed to be alert in defending the 
Nizam’s Dominions against the incursions of the Bheders and Pmdaras and 
the aggressions of any other invaders 

2 To my first message on this subject Sridhar Pundit replied that the 
Raja was confident Sindia should not possibly undertake any hostile ope- 
rations against the Nizam while his domestic disputes were unadjusted and 
that his reconcilement with Bhye would probably be effected in a short 
time when Sindia would doubtless return to Hindustan That the 
Pirdara" had plundered the Raja’s possessions as well as the Nizam’s 
and even those of the Peshwa’s himself The answer to representa- 
tions on this subject had been that neither Doulat Rao Sindia nor the 
Pesh\\a were able to restrain those freelooters and that the Raja might 
chastize them himself That the Bhoonsla participating with the Nhzam m 
the Revenues of the provinces which had been scene of depredations was 
no less interested than the Nizam in repelling them and that his Highness 
and Azlm-ul-Omrah had themselves written to him to defend the country 
during the absence of the Nizam’s Army in Mysore 

3 In answer I received the requisition for the immediate issuing oi 
orders to the Troops I observed that Sindia’s reconciliation with the 
Bhyes would leave it open to him to carry his designs into effect and that 
the present depredations of Pmdaras called for immediate measures of 
defence 

4 To this message another evasive answer was returned Tlie Raja, 
Sndhar Pundit said, was convinced no such designs could be entertamed 
by Sindia Whenever, the Mahratta Government intended aggressions 
again^it the Nizam or His Higness did so against the Peshwa they always 
applied to the Bhoonsla for assistance and whichever side he espoused was 
always successful No such application had been now made by either 
party He was, therefore, confident that no aggressions wmre intended 
As for the Pmdaras they had attacked Omrahty^ (Amraoti) belonging to 
Ragojee, at the same time that they plundered Elhchpur, they had been 
repulsed and would be so again without any fresh instructions to the Army 
if they renewed their incursions 



In reply I seam nrcrtl an immcilute compliance w»tH my ftouni 
nlncl I »3itl 'M* nceci«3f> lr» (iitfiH ln» pfoinMc fo mr anti Jiul illicit he 
aekno'^lr^lrctl it) have Ken fitpnrctl !t<»m him hy the JStram 1 
fore In itfrti on *^fMlliaf lallne the Ilala a commanrl ftjf mornt; llir mtlcf* 
I lUCLcvtcJ Ihu uav M (enuh ctimpltrel «riih and jc*icfdj> cvcnmc ihe 
Uaja Li'i- ihc fMjm Or lirtrfunv in ri»v M»Hin»licr > pret nn 

6 1 ftiin llir nmth tn nhich iMiunn* i« here cofitln ft d ihfrc diyi h vc 
hern cnirh>>ctl iinre ihc Itaja a riturn lo Nacpofr in ihn mrcfrhancc of 
intn'arc^i lor ihr lanic priicrailinvlwm prevail* ar llw* (•'oif* whirh I* 
n»mnion at all Imlun Ourlari 1 tlo not atlrihutr the dc!j>* anti era 
»M nv tn !)ii» inifjnci lo pn> tl ♦inrlination i n thr pari of the Haia to art 
In tiir (Icfiner of the \i ant terrilioir* hut tt* ht* tJuhrlirf of Ihr ho*file 
«’c iir »i,r I rd to *^intha I have llutefoir h»>pr» * f full) arcompltvhinc 
the ctli ceft <f >our I ortMni a mitrurfion* w|rn I ran anni iirver rive 
N>? m rtjuirvemu and 'a!» f> fie Uajv * vcruplrt rrt^ltni Ihc I*cvh 
wait r Rarhtjrr llhortla v. * tcrlainlv ca-rr to enter into cn^a^enentf 
V ilh Jour I or fdttp V (lovetnment fir hopra (»* pirlteirattrs m the 
vontinot* on 1 tpi iki Sultan <j ndiiutetl < nr hut not fl>e onl) motive and 
I am vnchncd i Ihmk he uM fradil) acfec to j treaty vrhcfcin Mndia * 
name \\a* not inirrievl I ul « nip unilrrit»«nl of In vrhreh it wai imcrtcd 
providol the I ohua were pfrv»ow»ly r» n»ullrd I ft>m wctchirs lo much 
and »fi often on ihr repeted rerun iliatiun of Smtlia anti ihc Ilh^r* I nfer 
htv ten trance t f thr late tntricor* al IN'^ina and hi* fear of pivinj oncrcv 
fti the I i*vh%4 wl I I* not* a* hr tuppuc* «>n the point of heinc cmanci 
rated h> Dowlai Kao Smdia • depaflurr for Ilmdovthan after hi* fcvmn 
iilialton v^ill) Ihc ilh>c 

7 I ptm thne and other ctimidcratiorv I have thouchl It mp duly lo 
wait furtlict communicationv from Hvc'crabat! before I apam nrpe the 
nropiual * ( a ilcfenovc 1 real) acatn*l Ooulat Kao S,ndia Should Laptaii 
kirlpaifitl* nett diipatchet ftirnWh me rroundi I fhal) renew n) 
initancc Olhcrwitc I ettncctvt yr ur U>fdihip wdl approve of mp waiting 
for >our furihcT inviruciion* 


ijrttcr No 8 — Colchrrokc reporls the convmalon^ between hl> own 
Muavhl nnU SUretdhar IKndH In which two prdnls arc cltirlp 
broufjht out i Irtt the niion<b did not lake scrlou<ty the ro<^Ibf 
lUy o( Dowlat Kao attacUna the Mom and vxond tliat owinj; to 
sincere rcjtnrd and frlcmhhlp Incmfln^ between the two stales 
to urge enneluvion of a Treaty with loo much earnestness mh?ht 
make an III Impression Tlial suet) an alliant.e had been Ihousiht 
of due lo Ihc colluvlnn between Slndhla and Ilafl Kao or of their 
havlwi listened lo Tlppoos Vakeel was kept concealed by 
Coicbrookc In all Ids discussions 

nioM-n coirRRooKr rksidfnt at nagpur 

To-TIir GOVI RNOR CrNTRA! 

Afl/pur 27th June J799 

1 now bet: leave lo report to vour I ordrhip the luhnancc of what 
Sridhar Pundit communicated try Moonihcc at two convcnationt ycvlcr 
day and the preceding day A» the opinion I prcviou»I> entertained 
rcfpectinc the divpoiltion of thii Court it now lufTicicntlp confirmed I 
chall have the honour to add tome obicnatlont on that tuhicet 

2 Sndhar i M that Smdia » famdv ditputet were not likely to be 
toon reconciled He wav involveit in inextricable difficultict and could 
not have lufficicnt confidence In hit own power to think of a;a!rcttiont 
upon any itatc Jr wai true he said that Smdia had tent troopt to 
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various places on the Nizam’s frontier, but hostile desi^jns could not be 
thence inferred Such designs he can never entertain, nor if he did, could 
effect anything As for the depredations of his troops, no sucii intel- 
ligence has been here received, although the communications from the 
Raja’s vakeels are regular However, as I had received intelligence to that 
effect, he did not doubt its authenticity, but depended upon if Sindia can 
effect anything nor can he for some time, make any hostile attempts 

3 The British Government he said, being in alhance with the 
Nizam, thought it expedient to take measures for his defence on the sole 
consideration of the obligations of friendship It is very proper, ho 
remarked, that one ally should assist another and the Raja is equally dis- 
posed to fullill the duties of fiiendship towards both states, while ail 
three powers are united in one sentiment, how’ can Sindia face either of 
them”^ And wdiat can he attempt, conscious as he must be, of his owm 
inferiority? 

4 With respect to a Treaty of Alliance he said, that friendship has 
long subsisted between the British Government and this state, and nothing 
has been w^anting on either side The same friendly connection and \ ir- 
tual alliance still subsist in full force, and there only remains a written 
treaty to be concluded This he added, aw'aits your Lordship’s commands 
on the point which has been submitted to your consideration He, there- 
fore, gave it as his advice not to press the matter before an answ’cr is 
received If it were brought forw'ard earlier, the Raja might perhaps make 
this very objection Whilst there is no variance, nor has been an> de- 
ficiency on either side, but on the contrary sincere regard and friendship 
arc dail> increasing, to urge conclusion of a Treaty with too much earnest- 
ness might make an ill impression This subject may be best renewed 
after the receipt of orders on the point above alluded to and will, said 
Sridhar, effect the satisfactory adjustment of all matters The proposed 
treaty of alliance he added may be then concluded 

5 Sridher Pundit postponed until a future day the desired communi- 
cation of the Raja’s sentiments respecting affairs at Poona and the con- 
duct of Sindia in particuhr I hope soon to have the honour of report- 
ing to your Lordship a conference on this subject 

6. In the conversation, I remarked some change of opinion respecting 
Smdi i since my conference with the Raja, his minister then insisted on 
the near probability of a reconciliation betw'ccn Dowlat Rao and the 
widows of Madahjee Sindia, he now, treats it as an event distant, if nor 
improbable Though he continues to disbchcv’c the ho'^tile designs 
ascribed to Dowlat Rao Sindia, he seems to intimate that his court is well 
disposed to enter into defensive engagements against that chieftain anu 
he has not received the objections so strongly urged bv the Raja against 
forming these engagements without the previous knov\ ledge of the Peshwa 

~ Unless mv Moonshec misunderstood him which he ma\ have 
done, being uninformed of the preceding negotiation, Sridhar Ins declared 
in express terms that his court will be ready to conclude such a treatv I 
apprehend, however, that trentv meant one of general alliance as first pro- 
posed I am confident, that Raghojee Bhoonsla sinccrelv wishes to 
enter into in alliance with vour I.ordship’s Government but he ^eerns 
anxious that a clause should be inserted in the treatv to provide for the 
partition of conquests m the event of his being involved in a w ir with sinu 
cnemv of the allies 

8 In the event of open aggression on the part of Sindia I fiavc lit'le 
doubt that Raghojee lihonsh would licartiiv co-operate in the dtferet cd 
the Nizam’s territories mdeper '’cnih of an\ new en-^gements, and I rm 



Inrlmwl Jo hrllrrc llta! nffer ilir nrffleif'rmrnl of a Gmcral fffaJy of Alli 
anrc he will ehccflullj oreede to a dniincl one or tf» s irpjf’ir artirlc 
cTprr' 1) IrJiuetl ajjin i ''indn Al the <imr limi I fret no confulrncr that 
hi V. 1 II not rrr*i<l In ho fofimf ol«jcctiiin4 to the rlatoc fof civinr the 
1 ciliuj Tn option m^nlinn t' the allnnre In ho iclalivc iiliialion he 
#rino to ihint tC nrfc«»Jr> tliaf the IVih^a flu nltl he nudr oncinjllf J 
parix it» the Tfralv or Iv rt hided lr»»m tt 

‘t I cjtmc t<i txcccd n> ItottuctMirt* I !ta\r carefully avoided fe.«'‘‘nr 
an' hint to the colluo m hrt«crn Smdia and llaje- lla 1 or of ihcif havinfi 
luttn«.d to Itppoo* \jlirl« I have c« nfined m)irlf to the Ccncral a« 
nfhon ihii Dowhi l^ao entr l^lm hi »tik drum* and have only •upnorlc I 
(hat ^ tfliim h) late in lancrt «f de^>fcdalloni fchieli he ha* enrouraced 
ini iriHipi to commit I hope to reerirc >our I i riMnp • iniffurlmni how 
inr It i \uiif 'Iniufc that llic faiddci* conduct rd Smdia and llajrr -lar 
>li nil I 1 :ni.c Ini to lint c off ( inumifarcr* may occur winch mi^ht 
Ic i i me I* 'ininfr on a Irtllcr 1* tcit oirc than ! liavr }tf midr Imt it 
jcrni' t< lea matter o' o mnrti iVhcao that I ifi II arait ynur order* 
if n nhinc in the mranlin r rnmin to contm r me that your l^fdihlp # 
in in rimni vrdl I c I ci fulfilled hj* aniicipatmc: your rommandi 


1 elfcr No ^ — Con\x.\’e (he desire of the CoNcrnoT'Ccnefal for Ihc 
conchialon of *t Ifcalj of suMdlary alliance wKh ihe Hhoftsla on 
(he hisk of a portion or whole of Cuilack province Tlic arjtu 
ments of the Govemor Cenefal arc sel forth for Colcbrookc lo 
r^.all^c Ihc urficno of such a lica(> 

hROM-W KIKKPATKICK M CRI TAR^ TO CrO\ I RNMI NT 
1 OUT \MI I 1AM 

To-U COI I RROOKl lU^IDI VT AT \AOrUR 

tort Witham \(ith Apn/ iPrt) 

2 Tlicie letter* will docloic to you tfic prcieni viewc of the 
Governor General il the Oiurlt of tlyderahad ard Poona and you will 
□ho perceive b) llicm Ihc decree of importanre which }I!« I ordihip 
atlachn to the acccioon of Rachoiec Rhonila to the alliance which I III 
lordship propofCi formmq wah ihoic court* and particular!) It» the new 
Treat) which Captain Kirkpatrick ha* been juthorlml to negotiate with 
Mif IliRiinti'i ilic Nizam 

3 The object* to be attained b> the propoted connection with Ihc 
Court of Nappur are the ramc a* they were in I tbtuary 1799 when the 
ho5Ulc dciijjni which Smdia wa* tutpecied on *nfricn.nt ground lo entertain 
anainii llie Company and the Niram »uccc»fcd the expediency of an 
union of those persons wliosc Interests were most cndmcvrcd by tlic 
MoIcncL and ambition of that Chief 

4 Circuraitanccs have hitherto prevented Sindn from carrying into 
execution the hostile designs then imputed to him but there is abundant 
reason to apprehend that the rami, designs continue lo be entertained by 
him and that he only waits a favourable occasion for giving them tlfcct 

5 TTic death of Nana Furnavese having recently removed one of the 
principal barrier* to the ambitious project* of Smdia the probability of 
an early renewal of those project* in hi* mind I* considerably increased 

Whatever the power and resources of the Peshwa as Soverign of the 
Mohratfn Empire may be they mutt now be regarded ni having passed 
completely into the hands of Sindto whose means of disturbing the 
Neighbour* are consequently proportionately augmented 


6 The advances which you made on the occasion referred to 
appeared to the Governor-General to have been received by the Court of 
Nagpur in a manner sufficiently favourable and the danger of the Berar 
Government from the violence and amhftion of Sindia bemg rather 
increased than diminished since that period His Lordship concludes that 
you will experience no difficulty in renewing the negotiation ot m con- 
aucting it to the desired issue 

' 7 The British Government has always maintained a good under- 

standing with the Government of Berar, and the policy of cultivating the 
friendship of a state whose means of disturbing us, in consequence of its 
local position with respect to our richest and most valuable possessions 
are very considerable is sufficiently obvious. It is also evidently the 
interest of His Highness the Nizam to cultivate the utmost intimate 
friendship and union with the same state 

8 Although it is on the one hand true that as the assurance of the 
Company and of Nizam arc no longer occupied in the prosecution of a 
distant and arduous War, but are entiiely at liberty to watch the motions 
of Sindia, there is not now the same necessity for strengthening ourselves 
against that Chief by an alliance with the Government of Berar which 
existed m February 1799, yet it is equally clear on the other side, that in 
every other respect, the motives to such a connection continue no less 
forcible than formerly, if they be not rather increased m consequence of 
intermediate events, and of the additional proofs which have since 
appeared of the dangerous temper and hostile designs of bindia 

9 The Governor-General is but impcKfectl> informed with regard 
to the nature of the differences existing between Sindia and the Raja of 
Berar, but His Lordship generally understands that Sindia has long 
viewed with jealousy and dissatisfaction both the acquisitions made of 
late years by the Bhonsla in the Malwa quatter and the favourable dis- 
position which he has generallv manifested towards the late Nana 
Furnavese 

How far or how soon these or other circumstances are likely to 
induce Sindia to attack Raghojee Bhonsla, is uncertain, but the danger 
of the Berar State from the restless ambition of Sindia appears to the 
Governor-General sufficiently urgent to render it advisable for that 
Government to provide against it as soon and as effectually as possible 

10 It is sufiicientlv obvious that the Court of Nagpur, could not in 
any other manner so effectually guard against the danger described as by 
engaging the Company and the Nizam to guarintee its territories against 
Dowlat Rao Sindia 

It would at the same time be equally the, interest of the Company and 
of the Nizam' to enter into such a guarantee 

11 For the aggrandizement of Sindia m whatever form or m what- 
ever quarter it shall occur, must be always prejudicial to our interests and 
to that of the Nizam It will be particularly injurious to us, whenever it 
shall tend to weaken any of the barriers at present placed between us, but 
It will be in an eminent degree dangerous to us, should it involve the 
actual removal of any of those barriers and especially of that one which 
would lay open to a needy and unprincipled Chief the rich and flounsh- 
mg Provinces of Bengal It follows from hence that we are scarcely lefis 
interested at this time in the safety of the Berar State from any hostile 
attack on the part of Sindia, than we are from averting the same dangei 
irom the Government of Hyderabad 
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12 For thcic rcaionj the Governor Gener*'! ii decidedly of opinion 
that It continues to be high)) expedient that a Defensive league should bo 
entered into by the Company by the Nixam and by the Court of Nagpur 
'’Kainit Sindin eTpresilv or ngainit their enemies gencrall) 

13 As the 8 ccurit> which the Rnjn of Berar would desire from the 
propoful guirjntcc would be of the most permanent and effectual kind 
it IS rca&onablc to suppose that he would not be unwilling to purchase it at 
the price of such a compromise of hik claims on the Court of H>denbad 
at this court has long wished to cficci through the interposition of the 
Poona Government and as without cstcnlmlb effecting the right or rtnenue 
of the Raja would be calculated to establish and maintain harmony and 
goodwill between the two ttalci It is alto the Go\crnor General thinks 
reasonable to conclude, that In return for so important an advantage the 
Raja would malfc no dilhculty m tonscnling to such arrangements with 
the Bntish Go\crnmcnt for a permanent settlement of all boundary 
questions and for the impro\cmcnt of the commercial intercourse between 
the two countries as should appear likely to promote their mutual benefit 
and quiet 

14 There art other objects which It is the anxious desire of the 
Governor Gcncnl to carr) nt the Court of Nagpur The principal of these 
objects consists In the acquisition by the Compan> of the province of 
Cuttack for an cqui\alcnt in money or otherwise Hii Lordship 
recommends the suDjcct to >our constant attention and desires you to 
endeavour to obtain whatever information may be practicable, consistently 
with the caution nccc«ar> in so dclicnic a case relali\c to the probable 
sentiments and tnchnationi of the Court of Nagpur with regard to the 
cession or exchange alluded to 

15 As the objects of the British Government m the oroposod Treaty 
with the Raja of Berar would be essential!) promoted and scaired by the 
establishment of a Bntish subsidiary force In the Raja t dominions the 
Governor General directs )ou at a proper and con%cnicnt stage of )Our 
negotiation to sound the disposition of the Court of Nagporc on this head 
but without urging or even plainl) prooosmg the measure if vou ihould 
find it at all disagreeable to that court In the event however of the Rata t 
being disposed to receive subsidiarv force from the Company His Lordship 
thinla it necessary to apprize 50 U that he would readily accept as a security 
for the pajment of the subsidy of the troops and erven orefer any other 
arrangement on auignment of such part of the province of Cuttack nt should 
be adequate to the purpose and should place under the management of the 
Company such a tract of territory as should establish the contmuiU of the 
dominions from Bengal to the northern Circan 

16, The Governor General deems it nccessarj that two Regiments of 
native infantry with the usual proportion of artillcrv is the force which Hts 
Lordship would wish to citablish at Nagpur and that he will lot consent 
to furnish to the Government of Berar a smaller kubsidiar). detachment than 
one Regiment of native infantrv 

17 In the event of the Raja s assent to the establishment of a subsi 
diarv force Nagpur His Ixrrdship authorizes you to detain the native 
infantry of Bengal now on its march through B<.rar nod a conditional 
order will be forwarded to the Officer Commanding that Regiment directing 
him to obey your requisition The citnblishmcnt of a subiidiarv force in 
Berar is a point of such importance in the present moment that h a Lord 
ship authorlres you to agree to any reasonable conditions which the Roi^ 
may annex to such an amngement and to accommodate the assignment of 
funds for the payment of the Troops to HU Hli^neis s convenience as far 
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as may be practicable You are, therefore, empowered to waive the con- 
siderations of any or of all the points stated m the preceding paragraphs 
excepting a reasonable accommodation of the Raja’s claims on the Nizam, 
which the Governor-General deems essential to the permanence of the 
proposed triple alliance provided such sacrifice shall facilitate the estab- 
lishment of a body of our troops in Berar 

18 If the Court of Nagpur should consent to receive a permanent 
subsidiary force, and if the 10th Regiment of Bengal native mfantiy should 
by that time have advanced too far on its way to Cawnpore to be recalled 
for this service, the Governor-General will adopt the necessary measures 
for furnishing the required force with the least practicable delay 

19 In conducting the present negotiation, you are first to sound the 
disposition of the Court of Nagpur with respect to such a Treaty as the 
Resident at Poona has been authorised to conclude with the Peshwa, and 
whenever you shall learn that such a Treaty has been actually consented to 
by the Peshwa and accepted by the Nizam, you are formally to invite 
Raghojee Bhonsla to accede to the same, on such terms with respect to the 
Company as have been generally described m the preceding part of this 
letter and with respect to the Nizam on such conditions as may have been 
previously concerted between you and Captain Kirkpatrick The conces- 
sions to be made to the British Government will not be required m the 
first instance to be more particularly expressed than they have been m the 
foregoing paragraphs That is to say, it will be sufficient in addition to the 
mutual g^uarantee if suitable stipulations be introduced in the Treaty bind- 
ing the Court of Nagpur to come to an early and satisfactory settlement 
with the Company on all points relative to boundary questions and to take 
without delay the necessary measures m concert with the British Govern- 
ment for the purpose of establishing a free and well regulated commercial 
intercourse between the two countries 

20 The proposed Treaty with Peshwa, failing or not being likely to 
take place, Ragliojee Bhonsla is then to be invited to accede lo^ the separate 
defensive engagements which Captain Kirkpatrick has been instructed to 
conclude with the Nizam The conditions on which the Court of Nagpur 
IS to be admitted to a participation of the benefits of these engagements 
will be same as in the case of the proposed Treaty with the Peshwa and as 
described in the last paragraph 

21 In every event a power is to be reserved to the Peshwa of acceding 
to any defensive alliance which shall be formed between the Company, the 
Nizam and the Raja of Berar wnichever he shall think proper to do so, 
on the conditions enumerated on the project of the Treaty contained m my 
letter of the 12th instant to the Resident at Poona with the addition of 
such other stipulations as the allies m^ay judge proper to require of the 
Peshwa in consequence of his rejection of their first proposal 

22 You aie authorised to detain the 10th Regiment at the requisition 
of the Court of Nagpur previously to the formal conclusion of the proposed 
defensive alliance between the Company, the Nizam and the Raja of Berar 
provided you should be perfectly satisfied of the disposition of Raghojee 
Bhonsla to enter into that alliance on the prescribed terms 

23 You are to ascertain as soon as possible the precise views of the 
Court of Nagpur in the present conjuncture and the footing on which it 
would be willing to enter into engagements respectively with the Company, 
With the Nizam and with the Peshwa, of the nature described in the present 
despatch and in the enclosed letters to the Residents at Hyderabad and 
Poona, and you will communicate with the utmost practicable expedition 
every necessary information on these points to the Governor-General, to 
Colonel Palmer and to Captain Kirkpatrick 



122 


Letter No 10 — Reporis that a copy of the Treaty of Hyderabad with the 
Niram had been delivered to him Since the Bhonsla s main 
object w-as the reduction of Dowlal Rao Slndhla s power and the 
emancipation of Bajl Rao he appeared to be favourably Inclined 
towards the conclusion of a treaty to Inacasc the relations of 
amity and friendship with the Company and requested Cotebrooke 
to propose the plan of a treaty to that end 

From-H COLCBROOKC RCSlOrNT AT NAQPUR 

To-THr RIGHT HON BI V CARL Oh MORNINGTON 
GOVLRNOUGrNCRAL 

iVc?p»r 23rd Ma\ 1800 

In coiijcqucncc of the advince* I made for resuming ncjiotntions with 
thii court ni rcMrtcd to jour f ordslnp In iajt disnatchcs I had a 
private audience D\ annointment of Rnj't Raijhotet. Bhonsla in the evening 
of the Mth instant The Raja oficncd the conference by taking occasion 
from a tn\nl circumstance to expatiate on the sincere friendship which has 
e^cr subsisted ben\c-cn the Mntish Go\ernmcnt and Iiimscif. I made 
suitable replies expressing the hope that the friend'hip and concord which 
ha\c so long subsisted between the two states would be now more and more 
increased and strengthened The Raja declared jus cordial coinadcnce in 
this wish I then mentioned that a cop> of tlic treatj of Hjdcrabad had 
been procured for his perusal agreeably to the request he had formerly 
made It was produced and I dclncrcd it to him os had bi'CJi picMouslv 
concerted with his Moonshcc who requested me to do so probablj with 
the tame mow with which I complied namely that occasion might thence 
arise for opening a fresh negotiation 

2 On the do\ preceding this micmcw I had reccncd through my 
Moonshcc cry full information from Shndliar Pundit on the view* of thus 
court respecting the Peshwa and Dowlat Rao Sindia Thu reduction of 
Dowlat Kao Sindia s power and the emancipation of Bajec Rao arc avowed 
by him, to be objects the accompUshrocM ol which the Raja of Berar most 
earncstfj desires As this information is perfect!) consistent with prolw 
bility 1 saw no reason to licsltatc In now opening the subject of the 
intended alliance Accordingly when asked by the Raja whether I had 
received dispatches from jour Lordship with the copN of the treaty, 
I icplicd that jour Lordship had rcccKcd with pleasure the information of 
hib declared readiners to enter into written engigements with the British 
Government that it continued to be jour Lordship s intention that a treaty 
should be arranged with him, at b proper season and that a fit occasion for 
doing so was not at hand He repeated the assurances of his ditpKwUion to 
strengthen and increase the relations of amitj and friendship with the com 
pany and requested me to propose the plan of a treaty for that end As 
the number of the persons present at this interMew was at this period of 
the conference increased bi the intrusion of two persons to whose dctcrc- 
I did not think so delicate j matter ought to be entrusted, and whom 
the Raja nevertheless did not think proper to exclude I replied that a pro- 
ject of a treaty would be hereafter prepared and that I tnould meantime 
communicate the outlines of it to him that the principles on which it would 
be founded might be considered and recognized 

3 Accordingly I next day sent a message by ray Moonshee to the 
Kaja 3 mimiter Sridhar Pundit It was put m writing for the sake of 
obviating mistak^ and for the same end was left in writing with Shridhar 
rundit lo this message a franslatipn of which I have the honour tp 
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enclose I added an Intimation, that the treaty would contain a clause for the 
adjustment of all matters with the Nizam and another relative to boundary 
questions with the Company 

4 Raja Raghojee having the same day proceeded on a hunting excur- 
sion, I have not* yet received any reply to that message In answer to 
the sepal ate intimation, Shridhar Pundit acknowledged the expediency of 
an adjustment of all boundary questions with the Company and observed 
that this Government had subsisting treaties with the Nizam by which 
matters were already adjusted to mutual satisfaction As it is sufhcient in 
the present stage of the negotiation to have hinted that such conditions 
will be annexed to the proposed alliance, 1 shall wait for information from 
Captain Kirkpatrick on the compromise which the Court of Hyderabad 
desires to effect before I proceed further on this point 

5 No fit occasion has yet arisen for sounding the disposition of Raja 
Raghojee Bhonsla on the other important points, which your Lordship 
wishes to carry at this court I am in daily expectation of some opportu- 
nity of discovering his sentiments on the subject of a permanent British 
force The daily intelligence received by him- of marauders making 
inroads into his territories, and even lepulsmg the troops sent against 
them, connected with the belief here entertained that they are countenanced 
by Dowlat Rao Sindia entitles me to expect an early overture for immediate 
assistance from, the British Government 


Letter No. 11 — Reports the alternative proposals for the Treaty advanced 
on behalf of the Bhonsla Intimation of a subsidiary treaty given 
to the Bhonsla by the Resident. 

From— H COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO— THE MOST HON’BLE MARQUIS WELLESLEY, 

GOVERNOR-GENERAL 


Nagpur, 14th June 1800 

1 have not yet received any direct answer from Raja Raghojee Bhonsla 
to the overture made by me as already reported to your Lordship He 
continues to hold daily consultations with his ministers and other advisers 
on the expediency of entering into an alliance with the British Government 
upon the terms of subsidizing a permanent British force, for this he sup- 
posed, will be made an indispensable condition of the alliance Having 
received information, upon which I can rely that such is the subject of his 
present deliberations, I have rot yet made any proposition to him on this 
point, thinking it more advisable to wait the result of his own delibera- 
tions In the meantime I take every opportunity of throwing out such 
intimations as appear to me best adapted to assist the arguments of those 
among his councillors, who advise his acceding to the terms they expect 
will be proposed 

2 The Moonshee, Shridhar Pundit, endeavoured to sound whether a 
clause for reciprocally furnishing military aid when called for, would be 
agreed to in lieu of one for stationing a permanent detachment on the 
Raja’s dominions My answer conveyed through the Moonshee who is 
employed by me in intercourse with Shridhar Pundit, have been calculated 
to discourage such a proposition and confirm the notion that a permanent 
subsidiary force will be proposed as an indispensable condition of the 
alliance 
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3 I ha\c thouRht it ndvitablc to follot, IliU method bcaiuic the 
Raitt % reluctance which antes onlj from vaRuc apprchcniioni of losing hii 
irdcpendcnci if he ncccpit a ttipcndiori force from the firitiih Goicrnmcnt 
will thus probabb be oicrconic by Ills keen fears of Intended agremoni 
from Donlat Rao Sindia when he sees no other resource for protection 
against a danger which he thinks imminent Should he how ever contrary 
to nu expectations rcK>l\c on nbidtnf! llic dangler sooner than subiidize 
British Troops pcrmanentl> stationed with him 1 am confident of 
rccci\in£: the earnest intelligence of such hU fiml determination from those 
among nis adMsers, v.ho urge him lo come into the \icws of the British 
Government and uho make a merit to mt of the advice tho have 
given to Iiim In that event I shall bt governed b> >our Lordships 
instructions not lo urge or plainl> propose the measure when I know it 
to be disagreeable to this court 

4 To accelerate his determination I have taken octaiion from the 
intelligence he has received that a trcat> ha< been concluded at H>dcrabad 
to hint that I am rcadv to proceed in orrangmg n similar treaty with him 
on the prinaples and lor the purposes explained in m> overture to him 
Hii ministers were anxious for such a hint that thc> ma> urge him to 
come to a final determination and thus put an end to the wavering which 
IS chiefly aicnbcd to the contrary advice of Mic Dewan and of other persons 
who have influence at this court through the means of the Raja t mother 
I do not foresee anv probable inconvenience from this step I have taken 
at I shall not be thcrcb> placed m any ncccuit> of formalh inviting the 
Raja of Berar to accede to the alliance before I know the probable result 
of negotiations at Poona nor before I have concerted with Captain 
Kirkpatnek the terms in respect to the Nixam upon which the Raja of 
Berar can be admitted under vour Lordships instructions to become a 
member of the alliance But should the intimation so given produce the 
effect that is expected from it I shall bo enabled lo proceed immediately 
to arrange the terms regarding a subsidiary force in conformity with vour 
Lordship s intentions 


Letter No 12 —Reports further negotiations for a subsidiary alliance 
without any tangible results But It Is evident from the letter 
the Bhonsla is still hesitant reganlJng the conclusion of such a 
treaty since he expects that with the appointment of Moyaba 
Fadnavls the fears of Dowlat Rao s mischief will be ^ssipated anJ 
the affairs of the f eshw-a will Improve. 

From— H COLEBROOKE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To-MAROUIS \VELLFSLY GOVERNOR GENERAL 

Na£pur the 17th July 1800 

! honour to receive vour Lordships instructions for 

warded by Colonel Kirkpatrick under dated 17th ultimo and I hod the 
?th^ii^t the receipt of them in a letter to him dated 

, , 2 A. «^ere illness with which Shreedhar the Raja of Berar i 
Moom^ has been since seized has prevented any later intercourse m 
wnicn the proposal of a subsidiary force could be brought forward or the 
QisposUion 01 Inis court be founded so far as relates to the conditions 
specihed m the ceepnd secret and separate article of the treaty offered to 
the acceptance of the Nizam In finding the disposition of this court 
relative to these points I should it nil events use great delicacy because 
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I apprehend the conditions here alluded to will be in some respects very 
unpalatable to (he Raja of Berar and it will therefore be inexpedient 
I conceive that he should receive any further intimation of the conditions 
annexed to the proposed alliance, until the acceptance of the above-men- 
tioned treaty by the Nizam, furnish occasion for proceeding in the negotia- 
tion in a formal manner I entertain little doubt the Raja of Berar is very 
solicitous, to become the ally of the company and would therefore cheer- 
fully con'^ent to the required adjustment of all unsettled points between 
him and the Nizam, according to the tenor of subsisting treaties and would 
agree to certain interchanges of territory with the Company for the sake of 
terminating all boundary disputes, but I apprehend he would be extremely 
disinclined to submit such unsettled points to the arbitration of the Com- 
pany or to promise any cession of tcrritorv tor a pecuniary equivalent 

3 His acceding to these terms and his acceptance of .i stationary 
British force, will depend upon the fears he may entertain of Sindia's 
power and designs At present his apprehensions of imminent danger from 
that qua'-tcr are greatly diminished, since the appointment of Moraba to 
be Furnavese It is evident from the whole tenor ot the intelligence, 
I have since received relative to the present views of this court, that the 
restoration of good order throughout the Mahratta Empire, is confidently 
expected as the certain result of this single event and that the Raja of 
Berar entertains sanguine hopes that Dowlat Rao Sindia wdl now lay aside 
his hostile designs against him Under these circumstances I can have 
little hopes of making much progress in the negotiation at this court 
until the Raja of Berar becomes sensible that Sindia’s disposition is un- 
altered and that Moraba is unable to maintain tranquillity among tlie 
several Mahratta chieftains 

4 In explanation of the last paragraph of my letter to Colonel 
Kirkpatrick under date the 6th instant, I beg leave to add to what was 
there submitted to your Lordship, that the infantry I proposed should be 
furnished by the Raja of Berar, in case he did not accept a British Troop 
would consist of Arab and Pathan match-lock-men, as well as Plindiistan 
Musquetires (Sic) He could not I believe furnish more than half the 
number of well equipped and even these would not be really superior in 
discipline and equipment to irregular Arabs 


Letter No 13. — ^The cause of Raghoji’s hesitation is now clearly hinted— 
an agent of Dowlat Rao Sindhia was on his way to Nagpur from 
Poona and “the Rajah has already resolved to conclude nothing 
definitely until he has learnt what Morar Rao has it in his charge to 
propose”. 

From— H COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 
TO-MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Nagpur, the 31st July 1800 

I beg leave to report to your Lordshio a message this day received 
from Raja Raghojee Bhonsla My Moonshee waited on him this morning 
by appointment and had a private audience The Raja desired himi to 
inform me, that Morar Rao Doulat is now on his way from Poona as Vakeel 
on the part of Dowlat Rao Sindia to this Durbar He wished to have 
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gKcn me the carliMt intcliigcncc o{ it but had hlthirto wnUed for informa 
don from h>i own Vakeel at Poona that Morar Kno had actually set off 
He had not indeed >ct rccchcd direct information of it but would never 
thclcM invite me to an interview on the 3rd of next month (the inter 
mediate da>i bclnR occupied bj rclif^ious fails) for the purpoic of miking 
lomc communications on this and alio on other topici he added rhit he 
would always acquaint me with c\cr> matter and occurancci trivial at well 
at important for the greatest regard lubsistcd on both sides and h'' desired 
the friendship of the British Government above all others and was most 
attached to it 

2 Notwithstanding the very explicit terms of this message I suspect 
that the Raja has alrcad> resolved to conclude nothing definitely until he 
has learnt what Morar Rao hat it in charge to propose This conjecture 
IS found on some rather vague expressions dropt b> Shridhar Pundit 
Should 1 however in the meantime receive intelligence of the conclusion 
of the treaty at H>dcrah3d I shall use every endeavour and I hope not 
without success to obviate this delay 

3 Although this minisicr and Kiihan Rao continue to hold nearly the 
same language thev at first did respecting the power and imponancc 
appendant on Moraba s office and hit disposition and abilities to con 
ciliatc parties and to maintain tranquiHilv in the Mahratta Hmplrc yet 
the private Information reported in my aadrcsi to your Lordship of the 
24th instant ii lufficiontly confirmed The intelligence of Morar Rao s 
miisioQ rather than that of Moraba t appointment must be the real cause 
that the Raja of Berar s apprehensions of Immediate danger to himself 
from bindiaj proceedings arc so apparently diminished His jealousy of 
that chieftain t predomtnent power is by no means decrcasca and the 
tranquillity which may follow the Peshwa i unreserved submission to 
bindia I guidance is not such a system of good as the Raja of Berar desires 
to sec established m the Mahratta Fmpirc 


Letter No 14 —Reports that the Bhonsla wants to prolong deliberations 
and vv*atch ev*ents and take a decision by the Daserah 

From-H COLFEROOKE resident at NAGPUR 
To-MARQUIS WELLESLEY GOVERNOR GENERAL 


Naapur the lAth Augiisl 1800 

I have received direct confirmation of the opinion I ventured to oSef 
m my address to your Lordship doted 7(h instant the Raja of Berar con 
tinues to avoid any further discussion of the terms of the project^ alliance, 
and does not intend to proceed m the negotiation opened here until he 
has learnt what Sindia s Vakeel is sent to propose to him But I am taught 
to believe that this docs not anie from a want of sincerity on his part nor 
from a n^ formed design of temporising He merely hesitates on taking a 
step which must according to bis notions subject hii foture counsels and 
measures to the ^idance of the British Government the policy of this 
court has always hitherto been to maintain its independency oy cultivating 
the relations of unity with all surrounding states without forming a decidw 
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Connexion \vith anyone Though the Raja of Berar be sensible that the 
season is now past in which that policy could be successfully pursued yet 
he feels much reluctance in finally abandoning it 

2 A person named Jeswant Rao who possesses influence at this Dur- 
bar though his connexions render him more dependent on the Court ot 
Hyderabad than on that of Nagpore, frequently communicates information 
to me of his own accord relative to the views of this Government I place 
much reliance on intelligence received from him because I know his means 
of information to be good and because I am not aware that he can have 
any motives for deceiving me From him I learn that the Raja of Berar 
has actually resolved to prolong until the Dussera his deliberation on the 
'measures to be finally adopted by him, until then it is the Raja’s plan to 
watch events and to consult with his advisers 


3 A message yesterday sent to me by Shridhar Pundit on the Raj’a's 
part IS consistent with this notion of the present views of this court He 
entrusted me not to misconstruct the present delays, but Sindia’s Vakeel is 
daily expected and I must be sensible that it is necessary to hear vvhat 
he has to say Shridhar besides expatiating on his own zeal added as from 
himself that the Raja has nothing moie at heart than to ^ement an alliance 
with the Company, the value of which he well know's In answer to an 
observation hinted to him that tlie negotiation which was deferred for two 
days has remained suspended for two months, he said the expected arrival 
of Smdia’s Vakeel was the sole cause of the delav, but in the end this 
mission can produce no effect, for defensive measures are indispensably 
necessary Smdia’s enmity to this and the other states is inveterate and 
measures must be concerted to guard against it In reply to this message 
I have expressed my satisfaction as the assurances it contains adding that 
I wish no ill consequence may follow the past and present delays which 
appear to me inconsistent wnth the real interests of the court 

4 1 had the honour to report to your Lordship on the 17th ultimo the 
answer I sent to a letter received from the Raja of Berar’s nephew The 
next day I received a second note from him desiring I would appoint a 
time for him to call on me and he again recommended secrecy without 
which he observed there can be no counsel As it seemed improper to 
receive a visit from him by stealth, or to carry on a secret correspondence 
with him, I declined in my answer to this note, being made a party in his 
secrets and counsels On the following day, he nevertheless sent a confi- 
dential person, who again urged me to receive his visit and listen to his 
application, I told him that I would receive with pleasure an avowed visit 
from him, but being acquainted with the object of it, I thought it necessary 
he should be apprised of what had been already intimated to him, namely 
that I could not in this business act a part which when known ^-he Raja ot 
Berar might give him just cause of dissatisfaction 

5 This trivial matter has here ended and I have not found further 
reason to believe that the suspicion mentioned m the 3rd paragraph of my 
last address to your Lordship is well founded That discontent prevails 
among the members of the Raja’s family is certain, but whether it had yet 
proceeded to the length of a concerted enterpnze against his authority, 
appeared to me doubtful and I believe I have laid too much steps on a 
very obscure expression in the fir^t pote received froni the Raj'a’s nephew. 
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Letter No 15 -^lebrookc reports that he had an Interview with Raghoji, 
and he WHS told that in response to the request of the Peshwa, 
Raghojl had sent two agents, his Monshec and Chitnavis to Poona 
for discussing the situation and terms of a treaty w\lh the Company 
The Bhonsla assured here that a treaty of the type proposed, 
\sou!d be more easily acceptable to the Peshwa If his agents 
recommended It, than if the British agents did The trend of the 
Bhonsla appears to be to pul off rather than expedite the conclu- 
sion of such a Ircati 

From-H COLCBROOKE RHSIDCNT AT NAGPUR 
To— MARQUIS WELLESLCY, GOVERNOR GENERAL 

2nd Ociober 1800 

A fortnight has clapvd iinct I Icnmt that Raja Raghojee Bhonsla has 
rcBohcd to send hii confidential mlnistcn Shndhar Pundit and Klshan Rao 
to Poona not having learnt with ccrtainl> the objects of their mission 
I ddajcd until now reporting the information to >our Lordship in daily 
expectation of an audience from the Raja for he intimated man> da>i ago 
ihc intention of inviting me to an interview but postponed it from time to 
lime vvith continual apologici This morning however 1 waited on him 
by an appointment and had a private audience at which his miniitcn were 
only present 

2 The Moonshcc Shndhar told jne b> hii directions that the Raja 
has received a letter from Baji Rao earnest!) requesting the Bhonsla to send 
confidential penons for the purpose of concerting the meant of receiving 
hii authority and emancipating mm from the thraldom in which he Is held 
by Dowlat Kao Smdia In consequence of this request, which was enforced 
in the most earnest manner the Raja hat rcscived to depute hit Moonihee 
and Chitnavis to the Court ot Poona After apologising for the delay m 
communicating thit information he added that the Raja now communi 
cated It not only because the close friendship which subsists between the 
British Government and himself but it a dut> to act m concert and to 
make known all important transactions to each other but because this 
measure would forward the views which both or rather all three (this the 
Corapan) and the Nizams) have in o common The Rnja hinuclf employ 
ing a ven strong metaphor intimated that he consider^ ins Government 
as identified with your Lordship s and his ministers while they represented 
him at Poona It was true he said your Lordship had already a repre- 
sentative at that court but since Peshwa would listen more readily to the 
suggestions of one of hli own nation a brother as it were, than to proposi 
tions coming directly from the Nizam or from your Lordship he the Raja 
would be best able to dispose him to come into the vnews of the allies 

3 Though I perceived the drift of this to be an indirect offer of 
bw^oming the channel of negotiatmg for the Company with the Peshwa 
I did no think right to take »t in that light but received it as a mere com 
pliment and awured the Raja that your Lordship too entertains the same 
sefitimenti of friendship and regard for him and his Govcmnicnt 

4 Shndhar observed that the Peshwa will be knowing the close union 
which subsists between this state and the Bntibh Government would doubt 
less ask him. though already informed through the Resident at Poq^ ^hgt 
li your Lordship s disposition In regard to him 
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He desired I would instruct him what he sliould say and then pro- 
ceeded to propose as the nns\\er he intended to make common-place 
assurances of amity and friendship 

1 acquiesced in tlic propriety of sucli an answci adding that he might 
assuie His Highness the Pesliwa that vour Loidship iiad nofliing more at 
heart than his prospcrit> and to establish it on a firm foundation was the 
chief ohjiit of \our Loidsliip’s pic^ent mcriSiires TIic Moonshec <ind 
Chitnaxces afterwards requested me to introduce them by letter to Colonel 
Palmer This I readib promised to do 

5 Shreedhar then reminded me that 1 had more than once remarked 
to the Raja that Bajec Rao was not master of his own actions At length 
howexcr he seemed to be truly sen‘=iblc of his situation and desirous of 
extricating himself from it In short w’li.it could hardly be hoped from the 
utmost exertion is now on the point of becoming attainable without toil 
or trouble I replied, that it wxas not wnthoul labour His Highness the 
Peshw’a had been rendered sensible of his true interests Probably he now 
saw in its proper light the '/cal of the allies for his welfare 

6 In the purpose of ascertaining whether the Raja be at present dis- 
posed to ImmcdiateK arrange the terms of an alliance w’lth the British 
Government, I took occasion to inform him tliat the treaty to wdiich he 
promised to accede, w’as now finally arranged at Hyderabad, that I expected 
in a few' days to receive intelligence of its being signed and should com- 
municate the information of it to him In his answ'cr he eluded the over- 
ture by saying that in true friendship required the mutual communication 
of such important transactions 

7 Before I submit to your Lordship’s consideration the inferences 
which I draw' from what has passed at this interview', I beg leave to notice 
a communication received a few days earlier from Shridhar Pundit He 
told my Moonshce for my information that intelligence lately received 
from Poona promised success to the exertions made by Raja Raghojec 
Bhonsla to forw'ard the view's of the Biitish Government there The Raja 
he said has strongly exerted himself and his advice frequently repeated 
through the channel of Vakeels here and at Poona has made impression 
The Peslnva indeed listens the more readily to it, because the suggestions 
came from one w'ho in a manner bears affinity to him, and w'hose interests 
are nearly the same with his own Sindia he added is restrained by nothing 
but his aw'e of the British power and the Raja has placed before the Peshwa 
in a forcible light the impossibility of his obtaining effectual relief from 
any other quarter, and the danger of his situation should the British 
Government withdraw its countenance from him 

8 I now beg leave to remark that the Raja has evidently no present 
intention of bringing to an immediate conclusion the negotiations opened 
here Had Baji Rao continued to afford a seeming sanction to Sindia's 
proceedings, I have little doubt that the Raja of Berar would for his own 
safety in so dangerous an emergency have immediately acceded to the pro- 
posed alliance and would himself have been importunate for the conclusion 
of the treaty Since His Highness the Peshwa has signified to him an 
anxious desire to be delivered from the oppression of Sindia, the Raja 
of Berar having now little to apprehend for his own safety hopes to enter 
into the alliance in concert with Bajee Rao Besides other benefits thence 
expected by him. he probably hopes to make more adVaptageous teims for 
himself, than if he separately acceded to the treaty It is possible too that 
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Bhonsla ai a party to a ncgotration and treaty on equal terms may have 
fii\cn some hint Nshich tends to discourage the Raja from immcdnrcl> con 
eluding separate cngagcmcnti 

9 In consequence of Bajee Rno * having requested him to send 
confidential persons to hii court the Raja fccmi nov to entertain the hope 
of becoming or at least appearing to become the channel of arranging a 
treat) bcPvccn the Companj and the Pcshvsa The reasons wh> this would 
to him be \cr> desirable arc so obslout that I think it needless to impor 
tunc iour Lordship ^Ith the mention of them 1 can also readily belic%o 
that the Raja of Berar wishes to make a merit with the Pcihwa of hit enter 
iDg into engagements ^Mfh the Companj and the Nizam for the Peshwa s 
benefit^ rather than for his oi\n It is alto lufitcicntly probable that he will 
be desirous of exacting from Uajee Rao concessions in return for the part 
he takes m concerting measures for restoring the Peshwa s authority He 
will perhaps require the formal renunciation of the tribute ancicnti) paid 
bj* him to Bajee Rao i predecessors of which a remission war jjranted to 
him by the late Nona 1 urna\ccsc but so far as I am informed without the 
express sanction of the Peshwa 

Though the Raja of Berar t councils hare taken a turn ver^ different 
from what I was led to expect I ha\c no reasons to distrust the accuracy 
of the information I have had the honour to report to ^our Lordship nt 
various times and especial!) on the 14th ultimo The Raja s present views 
have been suggested to him by the Peshwa s InMtation to take o leading 
part in the arrangement of the affairs of the Mahratta Empire and his 
request that confidential persons should be sent to hii court to concert 
measures for that end As this circumitaDcc was probabl) unforeseen by 
the Raja of Berar hu present intentions must have been %CTy !atcl> formed, 
and It IS not unlikely they ma) be changed b> the time 1 recciNC a copy or 
the Treaty of H>dcrabad with information from Obtain Kirkpatrick that 
»t ha been actuall) signed The cxlgcncv ol the Peshwa s affairs cannot 
admit of long dcla> in taking steps to retain hii authority I therefore hope 
that further communications from Poona will render the Raja of Berar 
sensible of the expediency of acceding to the ollbnec so soon as the option 
of It may be formally tendered to him In the mean time lest he should 
anect to construe my silence into approbation of hit present plan I shall 
tomorrow make a representation to the Raja on the subject opened at the 
interview this morning 


Letter No 16 — Coldirooke reports that after he learnt from Hyderabad 
that the Peshwa had refused to conclude a treaty of subslcuary alU 
ante with the Company^ he had an interview with Raghoh and 
pointed out to him the futility of sending his agents to Poona 
Colebrooke does not doubt that Raghojl ^ras not sincere In his 
intentions to conclude a treat) himself or to Induce the Peshwa to 
accede to the terms of the treaty 

From-H COLEBROOKE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 
To— MARQUIS WELLESLY GOVERNOR GENERAL 

Nagpur 21st October 1800 
Yesterday on mv return from an interview with Raja Raghojee 
Bhomla I received dispatches front Hyderabad by which I learn that the 
Peshwa has finally refused to accede to the terms of alliance proposed to 
him and that there is reason to believe a reconciliation between him and 
bmdia has taken place 
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As the intended mission of ministers from this court to that of Poona 
which seemed to me a measure of very doubtful expediency even when 
there was ground for expecting that the Pcsh\^.l would be induced to 
accede to the proposed alliance now appears to be open to forcible objec- 
tions, I immediately sent a message requesting another audience this day 
cr if that were lor an\ reason impraeticabic lUMting a visit of one of the 
Raja’s ministers As the Raja remained yesterday at his gardens, the 
message could nc)t be delncied to him until this morning He immediatc- 
iv appointed an interMew at noon and 1 wailed upon him accordingly 

2 Before 1 report to your Lordshij') the representations made bv me 
at this audience, I beg leave to mention, that the audience to wdiich the 
Raja had invited me 3 ’cstcrdas , produced no new' communic.ition on his 
part He made strong professions of ins attachment to the British Gov- 
ernment, and of Ins zeal to forwxard >our Lordship’s view's at the Court of 
Poona and said that all the states being now' united by a conformity of 
sentiments nothing remained but to reduce Sindia to Ins duty and thus 
remo\c the thorn which still disturbs the geneial tranquillity and safety 
He asked w'hat answer should be given ’d\ Ins ministers to a question which 
the Peshw'a w’ould probably ask whether the British Government ib 
w’llling to afford his assistance on Ins application, I replied that the 
Peshwa was already sufliciently apprized of the disposition of the British 
Goxernment to afford him permanent aid I added that as the Nizam’s 
requisition for assistance had been fullv complied w’lth, so would a 
similar application from another ancient ally be received w'lth equal 
complacency 

3 It is necessary to inform your Lordship, that I had been previously 
aoprized that this question w'ould be asked me and my informant thought 
that the object was to sound w'hethcr such an application from this court 
w’ould be complied w'lth, though I did not believe Ins conjecture to be w'ell 
founded, yet I ludgcd it proper to make such an answ'er ns would not be 
unsuitable to that view, because Shridnar in his conversation with my 
Moonshee has been very cx'plicit in solemnly pledging the Raja of Berar 
to accede to the Treaty of Hyderabad wnthin the space of tw'o months, 
should the Pcslnva not immediately yield to the endeavours he and his 
colleague w'ould rise to persuade him to accede to the proposed alliance, 
and because he hinted at the same time, but in terms rather obscure that 
the Raja of Berar has it in contemplation to solicit assistance fiom th^ 
British Government 

4 The Raja yesterday repeated ins former declarations that his 
ministers would negotiate at the Court of Poona for your Lordship not 
for him To prevent his misunderstanding the complimentary answer I 
made and his considering it as an acquiescence on my part, in the proposi- 
tion hinted by him, I recommended that the ministers should consult 
Colonel Palmer if anything i elating to the interests of the British Govern- 
ment should be discussed m the course of their negotiations with Peshwa 

5 The Raja’s total silence as to the change in the disposition of the 
Court of Poona though intelligence of it ought to have reached him and 
his own tardiness in communicating his intention of deputing ministers 
thither and his neglect of consulting your Lordship and the Nizam before 
he resolved on that measure, furnish some grounds for doubting his 
present smeentv Yet in compaiing the, date of the communications he 
made to the Nizam with that of the change that has taken placi* in the 
Peshwa’s views, and on considering the very solemn declarations made by 
him and his minister, I thought it improbable that the Raja should have 
adoomd <50 dangerous a Dolicy, as would be that of prosecuting 

and invidious designs I therefore determined to be unreserved on the 
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communication of the rcaiont vtpon ^\hich 1 found m> objection* to the 
mcaiurc of scndinR minuter* to Poona Thcic rcprcicntation* thi* day 
made b> me were influenced hj lhc*c considerations 

6 After a short Introduction in s^hlch 1 alluded to the Uaja thw 
profcMion* of fnendihip for the Company and iiU declaration that this 
mitnon seal intended to promote >our I onUIiip * view* at Poona I *aid 
that the declared object of the mii*lon would not be at all forwarded by 
the minUtcr* immcdiatel) proceeding on it I obsened tliaf the c\cnt ha* 
m fact confirmed m> former opinion on the incxpcdjcnc> of tin* mitsion 
althouRh the turn affair* ha\c taken at Poona i* the exact reverie of what 
wa* wiihcd and expected The Peshwo while he required the Hala of 
Berar to depute mmistcri to hi* court (or the purpose of concerting the 
mean* of retries mg hi* authorit> had also made overtures to other itatct 
But after opening a ncRotiition wiili Colonel Palmer he had suddenly 
reconciled • imiilt with Smdn and broke off the negotiation* with a formal 
refusal of acceding to the term* proposed to him 1 remarked that the 
present ducKuition of rbr Peshwa i* wholly different from th‘'l m which 
he had called (or the mhsion of minister* and which the Raja iiippmcd 
when he resolved to depute them The undcritandings of hi* temper 
render it not improbable that he maj hereafter resume hi* former ntt.n- 
tion but until such a change fake place and intelligence of it be actually 
received it would not be expedient that the minister* thould proceed on 
their joumc) 1 called the Raja $ attention to the answer I had yesterday 
Riven to the que*lion he then asked That answer was made with a 
knowledge of > our Lordship t fcntimcnt* on the expected application 
from the Peshwa He has now made that application and receded from it 
Though we raa) infer from your Lordship * gencroiity that you will not 
resent the Peshwa* conduct if he ihoutu resume *cntimcnt* conformable 
to those of the allies yet 1 could not now take upon me to authorise the 
minister* to make such anrAcrs to the Peshwa i qucttion* as had been 
propoicd to me at the three audiences For all this I offei^ it a* a 
suggestion that the ministers visit should be postponed until intelligence 
bo received of a change in the Peshwa* disposition and until your 
Lordfhip $ icntimenl* were known 

The Raja *aid that he found it ncccitary to deliberate on the advice 
given by me and would invite me to an interview one or two davT hence 
for the purpose of communicating the re»ult of hi* deliberations He 
added compliments and general professions 1 ilioll lose no time in re- 
porting to >*our Lordihip, by expre** the Raja i aniwer to these repre- 
sentation* but I hardl> doubt that he will consent to the proposed delay 
in departure of the minister* 


Letter No 17— The letter I* mutilated and at places indistinct It 
reports that the Bhonsla had expressed his Intention of pos^nlnfi 
the proposed mlsslcra to Poona arid that Naraln Rao the Vakeel of 
the late Nana Fadnavls vv’as to return to Poona to report to the 
Peshwa that ovdmt to a dose understanding between the Peshwii 
and Dowlat Rao the Intended mission was postponed 

From— H COLEBROOKE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 
To— MARQUIS WELLESLEY GOVERNOR GENERAL 

NogpuT 27ffi Ortoher IBOO 
The Rflja of Berar announced to me at an interview yesterday evening 
hi* intention of postponing the roi»»ion of hi* mlnitter* to Poona 
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Narain Rao who came to this place as Vakeel on the part of the late Nana 
Furnavese and who has acted for some time past as Vakeel now proceeds 
to Poona and will inform His Highness the Peshwa that compliance with 
his requisition is delayed on account of recent offers of a close under- 
standing with Dowlat Rao Sindia that the mission could not be safely 
undertaken when such is the indisposition of his Court and it is therefore 
postponed until better grounds for confidence aic furnished The Raja 
of Berar will send a confidential person to Hyderabad also, for the pur- 
pose of announcing and explaining this step 

2 As I could not suggest to the Raja a better mode ot retracting his 
promise of complying with the Peshwa’s requisition, I acquiesced in this 
expedient and Narain Rao who was introduced to me by the Raja of 
Berar on his first arrival was sent for, that we might take leave of each 
other previously to his departure 

3 Being informed by Captain Kirkpatrick to whom I am al all times 
much beholden and especially on the present occasion for full and early 
intelligence of transactions with which it is necessary I should nc made 
acquainted that the Nizam has expressed to this court in veiy stiong 
terms his pointed disapprobation of the measures of sending the ministers 
to Poona I ascribed the present retraction of the measure to the opposi- 
tion of the Court of Hyderabad no less than to the remonstrances made 
by me to Shridhar Pundit in a conversation with my Moonshee some 
days ago, informed of the decided opposition of Azim>-ul-Omrah of 
his mission to Poona, and attributed my remonstrances to the suggestions 
of that minister I have not thought it necessary to use any endeavours 
to remove this impression, but simply to avoid confirming it 

4 Shridhar being thrown off his guard m that conversation mani- 
fested much resentment against Azim-ul-Omrah who seeks he said, to 
embroil ihe d fferent powers of the Deccan, and whose short-sighted 
policy always brings disgrace on himself and on His Highness tbe Nizam 
Recollecting himself Shridhar entreated that these unguarded expressions 
should not be communicated but I think it necessary to reoort them to 
your Lordship because they may be considered as some indications of the 
resentments of this court towards Azim-ul-Omrah, I must add that no 
such sentiments towards the Nizam have ever been manifested On the 
contrary he was on this as on all other occasions named with reverence and 
affection 

5 In the formal conversation with my Moonshee, which I h ive just 
now mentioned, Shridhar conjured me to make known the real motives of 
mv remopftrarice and what ill consequences I apprehended from his 
mission to Poona The friendship which has always subsisted between the 
Company and the Raj’a of Berar has been daily increasing No deficiency 
has appeared on either side nor ever will The Raja of Berar remains and 
Will ever remain firm in his attachment to the Company It is not po'-s b'e 
he should recede from the solemn promises he has made, or betray the 
design which have been entrusted to him (alluding I suppose to the pro- 
jected defensive alliance against Sindia) Shridhar offered that •'he Raja’s 
sincerity should be approved by any oath or test that mav be required of 
him The cordial and ingenious sentiments of the two Governments 
form, he said a stronger pledge than ^'hc most solemn treaty for verbal 
promises have so often repeated that there can be no room left for doubt 
or apprehension He then launched as if into praises of the faithfulness 
and sincerity of the British Government and nfiirmed the truth and 
sincerity of this court 

* .if 
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6 He proceeded to remark^ ihtl there arc four powcr» in the Deccan 
the Compan> Nizam Pcsliwa and Raja of Benr that cordlnIi(\ timoifi 
thcic pQweri ought to be prcfcncd and mutual support should be afford 
cd It any djsagrccmcnt arise between two of them the other* sliould ufc 
means of conciliation In the present circumitoncci a)) should unite to 
xcscttablish tlic authorlt\ of the Pcihwa It is tlic wish of the British 
tjovernment n* well as of this court to do so and therefore when Baice 
Kao wrote to the Rata of Berar with hU own hands desiring conhdcntial 
penoni to he sent to his court the Raja complied with the request and 
communicated it to me because it was his intention to ncgociatc for the 
accomplishment of >our Lordship* \icw* nt Poona and b> con\incing the 
Peshwa and 8alisf>ing him tliat aid would be dul> afforded him. he hoped 
to lead him into the right path lo that the thorn ihould be reduced to d* 
proper place and the rose hold* it* proper ttatlon 

7 As for Slndia the Raia of Benr regards him not for he is a *crvant 
of the empire of which the Kaja of IWrar li a member If he proiccutc* 
c\d design* the Raja of Berar will chccrfulK step forward and strike the 
hrtit blow against him confident that the British Government will afford 
succour when requetted b> him in the moment of need Tor Indeed is it 
from the Raja to entertain mcw* and dc*lgns other than those he avails 
bhndhar there expatiated on the importance of rc*c*toblifhing Pc*hwa* 
Quthont) and on the Raja * abllit> to contribute greatly lo the attainment 
of that object He concluded bj laying that the Raja of Berar has nothing 
more at hand than to manifest bj essential sctmcc* the tinccrit> of hii 
friendship for the British Goicrnrocnt 

8 Yesterday at the audience which the Rojo ga\c me Shridhar 
opened the con\cf*ation by acknowledging that appearances warranted the 
opinion of a change in Bajee Raos sentiment* regarding Sindia He 
bulic\cd. however that the Peshwa wa* not slnccrcb reconciled lo Dowlat 
Rao They then should I disapprove of his procecolng with hi* colleague 
to Poona the Peshwa i real icntlmcnt* would be full> niccrtamcd If thev 
were found lo be such as he believed (hem. or if the Peshwa even though 
now reconciled should be again disgusted b^ Sindin i conduct before the 
ministers reach their destination their miuion would be productive of 
CTcal benefit It could not be expected to produce ill conpequenee even 
though Bajee Rao should be found m the disposition I ascribed to him 
unless the Raja of Berar s sincerity or his faithfulnesi be distrusted He 
asked therefore what were my real motives for advising the mission to be 
recalled 

9 In answer I disclaimed any doubt of the Rnia i fidelity and truth 
but insiited on the necessity of prcv^ous concert It is for this reason 
expedient to postpone the million until it can be expected that it should 
contribute to the accomplishment of the plans concerning the allies At 
present it could alwavi contribute to that desirable end If Bijee Raos 
disjxiiition ihould be found to be really different from what 
present appearances to be the ministers would still find it necessary to 
consult the other itatei before thev opened ncgociatlons Else if each 
ally pursue separate design* and carry on separate negoe ations no 
success can follow distracted counsels 

10 The conversation was prolonged without anv new argument 
being aaduced Shndhar continued that the miuion would be harniless 

least if it should not be useful On the other part I continued to urge 
the neccMitv of your Lordship & sentimenU being previously known At 
length the Raja communicated to me hii intention of postponing the 
mission and sending the Court of Poona the message mentioned m the 
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first paragraph of this letter In the course of the conversation which 
passed, Shridhar asked what measures w’ouid be adopted by the British 
Government and Nizam in case of any overt act on the part of Peshwa and 
Sindia whose counsels are now supposed to be united Perceiving from 
this question and from the tenor of his conversation on the other points, 
that the Court of Berar apprehends a wide breach, or even immediate 
hostilities between the Company ind Peshwa should any aggression be 
now threatened by Sindia, I endeavoured to obviate this ill-founded 
apprehension by replying that an adverse act that is an aggression on the 
part of the British was so improbable, so absolutely incredible that it was 
needless to anticipate and consult upon that which cannot happen With 
regard to aggression on the part of Dowlat Rao it is doubtless expedient to 
be prepared to repel them 

11 Shridhar remarked that a rumour prevails of Sindia soon(^) taking 
field It IS probable however that no aggression is now intended by him 
His sole object at present is to reduce the (torn) of M , Sundea who is 
openly or secretly abetted in her opposition to him by most of his own 
Chieftains I admitted the possibihtv that she may be the object which at 
present chiefly engages him^ But vigilance and concert will nevertheless 
be as highly expedient as in any former period 

12 The Raja requested me to give him early intelligence whenever 
anything should be determined in regard to further negociations with the 
Peshwa or otherwise I readily promised to do so adding that the earliest 
intelligence of all important transactions was always communicated to him 
Shridhar at other periods of the conversation, introduced strong pro- 
fessions of the Raja’s sincerity in his friendship for British Government 

13 After the business of the audience w^as closed, Shridhar asked me 
as if^ enquiring news, whether the troops under the command of the 
Hon’blc Colonel Wellcslev have returned to Shrirangapatam I told him 
I had not received any intelligence from that quarter, since the troops so 
gallantly executed the service on which they were sent They would pro- 
bably return to their cantonments after a few halts on the frontier of 
Mysore to refresh the troops from the fatigues of the campaign 


14 I have detailed the conversation and Shridhar’s communications 
to my Mloonshee, more fully than was required by any importance that 
attaches to his communications, because your Lordship may perhaps be 
thence enabled to mdge how far confidence can he placed in the 
sincerity and steadiness of this court For reasons which I hn_d the honour 
to state in my last dispatches, I believe that this court is not insincere 
I suspect indeed that means have been found to insinuate notions of 
Azim-ul-Dowrah’s entertaining a greater animosity against Sindia than 
has been provoked on his part (torn) hostilities against him and against 
the Peshwa if he countenance (torn) are meditated But it is not 
likely that the Raja of Berar should have not a willing ear to such insinu- 
ations nor that Sindia and the Peshwa couldi by any artifice induce the 
Raja to enter into a combination with them against the Company and the 
Nizam should the ministers hereafter proceed to Poona with your Lord- 
ship’s approbation, they would probably use all their endeavours to 
persuade the Peshwa to put himself under the protection of the British 
Government It is possible that such advice, coming from this court might 
have some effect on the Peshwa’s mind, and might therefore contribute to 
the success of your Lordship’s future negociations with the court of Poona 
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IS On the lubject of the important nointi which your I^ydihip 
wiihcA to carry at the court of Nagpur 1 think it necciiary ro obwrvc, 
that there doci not iccm to be at thii moment a near prospect of lucccsi 
1 have hitherto looked for a fit opportunity of sounding this court on the 
subject of the cession of Cuttack when the final adjustment of all houndancf 
questions shall be agitated or when iccurity for the punctual payment of 
a iubsid> shall be required from the Raja o! Berar To make the offer of 
a permanent subsidiary force I ha\c waited for the occasion of announcing 
the conclusion of the treat) to which he lias promised to accede or for 
intelligence that immediate aggressions arc apprehended by him from 
Sindia WhatcNcr apprehensions he ma> ha\c formerly entertained on 
this point but whether lhc> ha\c been removed b> the increased embarrass- 
ment of the Sindia s Government or b> explanations from that Chieftain 
it IS now certain that the Raja of Berar apprehends no iKincipal danger 
The latest intelligence received from Captain Kirkpatrick leads me daily 
to expect information that the treat) of alliance has been concluded at 
Hyderabad and 1 cannot now hope the Raja of Berar will immediately 
accede with eagerness to it I apprehend on the contrary that ho will 
employ the Peshwa s late invitation to him to assist with his advice m 
arranging the affau^ of Mahmtta Empire as a plea for procrastination 


Letter No 18 — Colcbrookc reports that he had received and communicated 
to Raghofl the news that a treat) of subsidiary alliance had been 
condi^cd at Hixlerabad He reports the reactions of the Nagpur 
Court briefl) In the last paragraph pf the letter which is given below 

From— H COLCBROOKE RESIDbNT AT NAGPUR 
To-MAROUIS WFLLPSLEY GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

iYugpur Isl A’orcnitfr 1800 

On the first instant I had the pleasure to receive from Captain 
Kirkpatrick the important intelligence that the treaty of general alliance 
hat bees ^sai)> concluded at Hyderabad The Haja cv Berar had pre^jost- 
1) proceeded on an excursion to divers places of worship in the ncighbom 
hood from which he returned to Nagpur on the 9th instant The next 
morning I notified to him the conclusion of the Treaty b) a message to 
Shreedhar Pundit This Minister foliated with some earnestness the 
immediate communication of it and I afterwards found that cither a 
tranklation or an abstract of it m the Hindi language has been already 
received 

2 For the sake of obtaining through intercourse with the Minister 
as much information as possible previous to the formal communication 
of the Treaty I had pre-determmed to allow bhridhar a private perusal of 
the chief articles Accordingly my Moonshcc repeated his vujt in the 
evening of the same day carrying o copy of the Ist 2nd 15th 16th 18th 
19th and 20th articles with the Preamble He was instructed to draw 
Shridhar s particular attention to the conciliatory disposition manifested 
by the contracting parties so different from the vnewt which that Minister 
had ascribed to Araecnil Omrah in a former conversation 

3 In answer to enquiries concerning the 3rd and followmg articles, 
my Moonihec informed him that they relate to arrangements between the 
Nizam and Company for the augmentation of the subsidiary force and for 
the assignment of territory equivatent to the subsidy at the ^ja of Berar 
IS not directly interested in these arrangements the immediate coramunica 
tion of them was deemed unnecessary From the reply made by Shndhar 
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It is likely that the Raja of Berar will request the communieation of these 
articles also For this reason and not being aware of any objection to it 
I propose to communicate the treaty itself without waiting for that request 
at an audience from the Raja, which is fixed for the 15th instant 

4 ^ From the report I have received from my Moonshee of a further 
interview with Shreedhar Pundit yesterday evening and of v^hat part the 
preceding day I learn that the design of deputing the Ministers to Poona 
is not finally abandoned and that some propositions on this subject will 
be made to me to be submitted to your Lordship I perceive also that 
serious apprehensions arc entci tamed by this Court (partly in consequence 
of recent suggestions from Poona) as to the situation in which all the mem- 
bers of the Mahratta Empire will be placed if they do not accede to the 
alliance concluded between the Company and Nizam At the same time 
the Raja of Berar seems to be at piesent unwilling to accede to it unless in 
concert with the Peshwa He letains the opinion that Bajee Rao is not 
leally averse from British alliance and he consequently hopes to arrange a 
joint treaty' with the Company and not to be reduced to the necessitv of 
concluding a separate one, and thereby giving offence to his feudal super or 

Letter No 19. — Colebrooke reports his discussions with Shiidhar Pandit on 
the recently concluded treaty with the Nizam The attitude of the 
Bhonsla is not to adopt this tieaty as the basis of the treaty between 
him and the Peshwa on the one hand and the Company on the 
other. Shridhar Pandit draws the attention of Colebiooke to the 
information that he had received of warlike prepaiations at Hyder- 
abad, and massing of troops on the frontier adjoining Bhonsla ’s 
temtones He suggests that a treaty might be concluded between 
the Company and the Peshwa thiough Raghoji’s interposition 
Colebrooke feels disappointed, and indicates how this change in 
the attitude of the Nagpur Court has come about. 

From— H COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 
To— MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Nagpm, the 16th Novemhei 1800 

Agreeably lo the appointment noticed in my address to your Lordship 
under date of 12th instant, I attended the Raja of Berar yesterday evening 
and had a private audience at which his son, brother and ministers were 
present Shridhar Pundit had previously returned the extract from the 
Treaty of Hyderabad for the purpose of its being communicated to the 
Raja I thought it unnecessary to present a copy of the Treaty at large, but 
delivered to the Raja the extract above mentioned At the same time I 
observed to him, that it contained the chief articles of the treaty recently 
concluded on (indistinct) for the ends, I had already intimated to him at 
various occasions and that permanent tranquility and uniform harmony 
and good will be the happy fruit of this general alliance of which thiss treaty 
IS calculated to be the basis 

2 The several articles were read and interpreted to the Raja by 
Shridhar Pundit and request was made, which I could not refuse, for the 
communication of the remaining articles of the treaty from the 14th on 
another day The Raja himself expressed congratulations on the present 
happy event, and Shridhar then informed me by the Raja’s directions, 
that he was instructed to converse with me on points of great delicacy, 
which would be best discussed in the presence of fewer persons Having 
acquiesced in this suggestion, I retired with Shridhar and Kishan Rao to 
an adjoining room 
19 
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3 Shridhar Introduced the topics of this p^l^atc inteniew by 
mentioning the relation m v.hich the Raja stands at a friend or ax ally of 
all the po^^c^s of the Deccan the Company Pesliwa and Nizam He did 
not include Sindia among the powers of Hindoostao because he considrrcd 
him as a servant onl> of the rcthwa not as an independent chieftain He 
adverted to the divers uses of the ircatv as indication of an alliance ofTcn 
live as well ai defensive The identity of the two powers the Company 
and Nizam ns mentioned in the preamble and the czplanaton clauses of 
the 2nd article were partcularly noticed by him He hinted at fo mcr 
transactions and observed that any misunderstanding between the Niwm 
and Peshwa or Nizam and Raja of Beror such as formerly has occurred 
and possibly may again occur through the hasty proceedings and temporary 
irritation sometimes of one sometimes of the other party might now 
interrupt the harmonv subsisting between the Companv and Peshwa or 
Raja of Berar He asked whether future negotiations with this Court and 
that of Poona were subordinate to those with the Court of Hyderabad and 
subject to the control of intermediate consultation with the Ministers of 
His Highness the Nizam He said the welfare of the several Mahratta 
powers was now in my hands that it was in my power to become the 
channel of cementing a close alliance between the Company and 
Mahratlai 

4 During the discourse of which brief abstract has been here tub* 
mittcd to your I oidship I manifested the importance at the suggestion 
that the treaty covers tnc engagements of an o/Tcnsive alliance and that 
Hii Highncu the Nizam s Government is now assuming a menacing attn 
rude 1 did not however interrupt Shridhar but when he had concluded I 
began my reply by treating the intelligence said to have been received from 
Hyderabad as the idle communication of mii*informed persons 1 appeal 
cd to the whole tenor of the treaty for proof that the olhanec was truly 
defensive and I pointed out the vmoui passages m It which manifest the 
real disposition of the cotracting parties and which fully provide rgainst 
the possibility of such consequences arising from it as he had suggested 
1 endeavoured both by distant hints and by a direct question to draw from 
him a more expliat communication of the intimations said to have been 
received from the Diwan and Sindia This he evaded and without usind 
the opening I gave him for the mention of what else he might be instructed 
to say. he repeated the proposition that I should report to your Lordship 
what had now passed 

5 It was not fit your Lordship should be made acquainted with the 
groundlcu apprehensions which had been entertain^ and the futility of 
which I again remarked to him and enforced by various topics In hii 
aiis''/er he desired me to consider myself at fully delegated by the Raja of 
Berar and to commnnicate so much of what had past as should appear best 
adopted to the object of the communication 1 replied that the object 
of it was not yet intelligible to me and I requested him to state it explicitly 
He rejoined that supposing a case of private life should two of four fnends 
combine without cause against the third what must be the situation ot the 
fourth who is anxious to preserve the friendship of all I instantly ex 
claimed against the insinuation and with emphasis declared the scope and 
object of the alliance to be exactly opposite of what was now insinuated 
by him The design of it wras to promote and maintain universal tran 

S mlity by a general alliance of all the powers of Hindoostan and the 
eccan accompamed by the adjustment of every matter which had been 
or could probably become cause of mtcrupting general harmonyr 

6 Shridhar and Kishan Rao expressed great joy and satisfaction at 
this declaration and proposed our immediate action to the apartment where 
the Raja was sitting Snndhar then read his report of the convention and 
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the Raja after hearing it expressed great satisfaction also and turning to mo 
said that he made me the depository of his most secret thought implicitly 
my discretion He then launched out into praises of the British nation and 
paid many compliments to your Lordship after reciprocal compliments, 
which were indeed more than usually profuse throughout the whole of the 
interview I closed the business of it by requesting that after the articles 
of the treaty and the 18th m particular should have been suflicicntly con- 
sidered, the Raja would be pleased to make known to me his sentiments 
on the clause which expressly concerns him 

7 Since the foregoing paragraphs of this address were written, I have 
received a hint from Shndhar Pundit, through my Moonshcc, from whom 
he invited a visit this forenoon, that the offer ot the Raja of Beiar’s 
interposition will be forthwith renewed He still insists that aggressions 
jncdiatcd by the Court of Hyderabad against Peshwa and even against the 
Raja of Bcrar He asks why I decline reporting to your Lordship the 
passages of yesterday’s interview and offers to communicate the letters by 
which the Raja of Berar is authorised by the Peshwa to tender his interposi- 
tion He adds that formal letters to that effect are daily expected from 
Poona and I early indicate the wish of the Raja ot Bcrar to negotiate on his 
own part and on that of the Peshwa a treaty with the Company in which 
Sindia shall be comprehended It is apparent also that cither he or the 
Peshwa IS averse from taking the recent treaty of Hyderabad for the ba&i« 
of the negociating they wish to open 

8 This intimation was not received by my Moonshee as a formal 
message He recommended that the articles of the treaty should be again 
considered The Raja of Berar would find sufficient evidence in the very 
terms of the treatv that his fear of aggression on the part of the Court of 
Hyderabad were groundless and would also find there the fittest opening 
for negotiation with the British Government, as had been already hinted 
to the Raja by me, at the close of the interview yesterday Shndhar 
consented to reconsider the matter before the message should be delivered 
to me 

9 As I cannot put a direct refusal on the request to make known to 
your Lordship the Raja’s offer of interposition, I shall be ultimately under 
the necessity of consenting to do so In the meantime I beg leave to submit 
to your Lordship’s consideration some observations on the past conduct 
of this Court During the whole of last winter the solicitude of the Raja 
of Bcrar for the British Alliance was extreme, the Raja or his Ministers daily 
enquired whether I was authorized to proceed in the negociation and con- 
tinued to do so almost until the moment when I made overtures for the 
renewal of it in the month of May last Those overtures were received 
with great complacency and the ministers more than once proposed that 
the project of a treaty should be immediately drawn out During the 
whole of this period and until the commencement of last month, and even 
to a later period the Court was openly and avowedly inveterate against 
Sindia, and unreserved m applauding the projected alliances to which it was 
ready to accede to which, in the figurative language here employed it had 
already acceded from the time, when reconciliation took place between the 
Peshwa and Sindia The sentiments of this Court have undergone a change 
which has been gradually developed By what means a similar reconcilia- 
tion between Sindia and the Raja of Berar has been effected, I can only con- 
jecture The Peshwa has certainly been the channel of it and the Raja’s 
views have been altered from the moment when Sindia^ seriouslv prepared 
for quitting Poona and the Peshwa declared himself satisfied with the near 
prospect of being left to the free exercise of his legitimate authority, the 
Raja’s persisting in the design deputing his Ministers to Poona after such a 



change in the politicks of that court although the design was formed In 
circumstances wholls dificrcnl and Ids present oHer of interposition on the 
part of the Peshwa mdicate some participation in the counsels of the Court 
of Poona "^ct there is no reason to suspect him of participating in designs 
inimical to the interests of the British Go\crnmcnt and Us allies He is 
blinded by the prospect of exaltation as the mediator of treaty of alliance 
between the Peshwa and the Compon> In the contemplation of this pros- 
pect he has become as tender of the interests of blndia as he professes to 
be of the interests of those powers to winch he tenders his interposition 
and he has li«tcncd more rcadil> than was credible to the suggestion that 
hostile MOWS arc entertained b> the Court of H>dcrabad During the last 
week the consultations of this court so Hr as I obtain information of them 
and c\cn Minister Shridhar s communications to m> Moonihcc exhibits an 
incoherence which show's the Raja of Berar to be confused and unable to 
rcioi\c on tlic part he should take in regard to the alliance offered to him. 
It IS c\cn agitated to reinforce the troops on the Raja s frontiers towards 
the dominions of the Nizam and the information I ha\c rccci\cd on this 
subject IS sufTicientlj authentic for me to ground on it an unofficial 
expostulation which I ha'c accord»ngJ> instructed m> Moonshcc to mike 
at his next intcrMCw with Shridhar Pundit I shall also pi\c this court 
on opportunilx of cxplainmg if possible the total Inconsistency of its 
present conduct with its past professions continuillj made and repeated 
until the moment when tne conclusion of the new treaty of alliance was 
formallj announced 


Letter No 20 — CoIcbrooKe reports that Raghoi! will not accede to the 
treaty of Hixlcrabad He Is however willing to help the Peshwa 
for forming another treaty with the Company 

From-H COI CBROOKE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 
To-NtARQUIS WEI LESLEY GOVERNOR GENFRAI 

Nagfmr the 2Qth A^orcm6cr ISOO 

In answer to the unofficial expostulations made b> my Moonihee con 
fonmibly with the Instructions mentioned In my last address to )our L<ird 
sh p Shndhar Pundit has acknowledged that the measures of augmenting 
the fo'ces on the Raja s southern frontier has been agitated In the midit 
of alarms many lu^citions he said become the subject of deliberation but 
m this matter the Raja will act according to what I shall sav notwithstand 
ing this which indeed is but an ambiguous auurancc I do not find that 
the measure is certainly abandoned I shall therefore make formal 
remonstrance should there be any further appearance of a movement of 
these troops 

2 Having cause for belieMng that the Raja has been expected to meet 
the Peshwa and Sindia at Tryembec Basce on the Bank of Godawan I had 
directed my Moonihee to sound the intention of this Court From 
Shndhar s con\criation when this subject was hinted it appears almost 
certam that thoi gh an inMtation has been received but the Raja has no 
present intention of acxrepting it 

3 In the course of subseouent conversations Shndhar observed the 
topics which were discussed at the last audience with which I was honoured 
by the Raja and desired ray Moonihee to delivering message not so formal 
as that proposal by him at last interview but soliciring me with earnestness 
not to decline repoj'tmg to your Lordship what passed at my interview ▼ ith 
the Raja pn the Ifith mstantt 
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4 For reasons which I shall have the honour to state in the sequel 
of this address I sent my Moonshee yesterday evening to Shndhar with 
written instructions to make the following answers on my part To my 
own thinking I have already obviated the doubts and apprehensions which 
were stated and have left no room for the continuance of them, to retain 
such doubts and suspicions is wrong As to the other object which was 
mentioned, I have not refused to report it But since there is no misunder- 
standing between the Raja and His Highness the Peshwa and on tie 
contrary good will towards him has been most fully evinced, I hinted the 
enquiry what is the object of the interposition thus tendered and there 
the subject was dropped on your side 

5 Shndhar desired permission to make known this advantage to the 
Raja in the words in which it was delivered to him My Moonshee havmg 
waited on the Raja this morning at his tents found that it had been com- 
municated to him and that he now seems satisfied with the assurances of 
his apprehensions being groundless and unsubstantiated with the expecta- 
tion that this offer of interposition will be reported to your Lordship and 
he declared himself confident it will be favourably received He made 
strong professions of attachment to the Company and of his desire to 
cultivate the friendship with the British Government and to render 
essential services to the Company He said if the Peshwa should aggress 
he himself would be the foremost m opposing such aggressions by force 
His whole army he said would in that case be at my disposal In short if 
there were not too many reasons for distrust, his professions are so strong 
that a favourable opinion of his uniform sincerity might be resumed 

6 As the avowed partizan of the late Nana Furnaveese the Raja of 
Berar was certainly heretofore mimical to Dowlat Rao Sindia So long 
as he dreaded that Chieftain’s resentment and his ascendancy in the 
Mahratta Empire, the Raja of Berar was really solicitous for the protec- 
tion of the British Government and would have been willing to make 
concessions in return for it He hoped to earn it with few or even without 
any concessions when the Peshwa’s recourse opened to him new prospects 
to his view Since the unexpected reconciliation of the Peshwa and 
Sindia and the consequent preparations of the last mentioned Chief for 
leturning to Hindoostan he is entirely relieved from apprehensions 
Sindia’s animosity and (indistinct) cordial union can probably take olace 
between this court and Dowlat Rao yet the Raja of Berar has been induced 
to enter into the Peshwa’s present views of (mdistincO him from the 
immediate resentment of the British Government and His Highness the 
Peshwa, perhaps for the sake of producing a supposed counterpoise to the 
British Power It is probable that these sentiments were not entertained 
by him much earlier than the commencement of the current month and 
that he had (indistinct) intelligence above three (indistinct) that a 
reconciliation had been planned between the Peshwa and Dowlat Rao was 
likely to do so In the interim he wavered and it js impossible to acquit 
him wholly of insincerity m his conduct during that interval The profes- 
sions then made were so consonant to the former disposition of this court 
that I did not sufficiently distrust them, but it may be doubted whether the 
promises at that time tendered were even intended to be kept 

_7 It seems now evident that the Raja will not accede to the treaty 
recently concluded at Hyderabad and that his object in wishing to ncgociate 
on a different basis in concert with the Peshwa is to avoid on his own part 
and on that of the Peshwa concessions by which the power of the 
Mahrattas in general might be lessened At the same time he possibly 
/looks to his own exaltation as a mediator between the greatest power of 
India and even bore? to ingratiate him$elf in that capacity with both 



partici Conceiving thii to be rcallj the prc*ent di^oiition of the Court 
of Nagpur, I apprclicnd that making further difnculty of reporting to 
>our Lordihip the Raja t {mdiflincl) of interposition, 1 should accelerate 
mthcr than retard nis Intentions towards a close union with the 
Court of Poona To avoid the consequences and for the purpose of 
reminding him that \our Lordship has evinced a zealously (indistinct) 
disposition tovsards tlic Pesliuo and that no difTcrenccs (indistinct) the 
British Government (Indistinct) Court of Poona 1 sent (indistinct) 
stated m the fourth paragraph of this address, 

8 While the Raja t proposal is thus kept tn suspension there is room 
for the possible recurrence of circumstance which may estrange him from a 
confederation with other Mahratia powers before this iccmingl) discordant 
union be consolidated Meanwhile our influence at this Ckiurt ii preserved 
which ma> be exerted to prevent the adoption of obnoxious measures 
such as the actual mission of the Ministers to Poona the Raja s proceeding 
to meet Bajee Rao and Slndia on the Godawar> and cspcciall) hit aisemb* 
ling troops on his ^uthern frontier 

9 Unless impelled b) motives ol ntecsiity the Raja of Berar cannot 
be long cordialL united with the Court of Poona became he is even secret 
ly impatient of feudal subordination to the Peshwa So lately as this 
morning in his message which the Raja desired should be delivered 
verbatim to me by my Moonshcc he said whether 1 be considered at the 
Kinsman the servant or the slave of the Raja of batara it is on account of 
the relation in which I stand to Sao Rajah whatever that be that I am 
interested for the Peshwa He writes to me that he commits himself to rov 
guidance as to that of a brother Now my objects arc the same with 
those of the British Government namely that general tranquillity be pre- 
terved whilst no injustice tt committed If then the Peshwa should 
aggress my army will be at your disposal 

10 <!)ontidcring the mutual jeafousy that subsists among nil the 
Mihratta powers it it not even now impossible that if your I^ordshlp 
should think it expedient to encourage the Raja s oficr of interposition he 
may side with the British Government rather than with the Peshwa in the 
progrcii of ncjwcirttion and that for the same reason winch -endered It 
credible that the Raia t ministers hod they gone to Poona would have taken 
pait with the British Government in ncgociations there The reason hero 
alluded to is the wish which the Raja of Berar probable entertains of 
ingratiating himself with all parties and especially with the British Govern 
ment that he may revert more safely to his ancient policy of maintaining 
relations of amity with all while he forms no permanent strict alliance 
with any power 


Letter No 21 — C^lebrooke reports the vacillating attitude of Raghojl for 
a treaty He had Informed Raghoji that the Peshwa was unwilling 
to hav-e him as a parly to any treaty that the Peshwa Intends to 
conclude with the British GovemmenL Coiebrooke had written to 
RaghojI fixing a definite time limit for his de^on about the 
propo^ trealey 

From— H COLEBROOKE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 
To— THE MARQUIS WELLESLEY GOVERNOR GENERAL 

Nflgpur the 20tft Dccemfjcr IWX) 
The information I receive through various channels is so contradic- 
toty that I cannot state it to your Lordship with any confidence ot a 
ground for judging of the present disposition pf this Court Intdligence, 
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on the nutlicnticily of \\hici\ I enn place reliance, onl\ prove'? Ilint the 
counsel'? of the Raj.i of Her.ir Huctu.ife and ihni measure'? of tlic most 
opposite tcndcnc\ become altcrnateh (he subjects of deliberation In a 
I ite despatch dated (lie 5(h instant, 1 had the honour to mention to >cur 
Lordship, that the R ija was supposed to entertain thoujthls of resuming 
the design of an alliance with the Uritish Government I'our da>N ago 
Shridhar I’undit sent a mess ige by m\ Moonshec, wdilcli seemed to 
demonstrate, that the information was not groundless 

2 lie mentioned a rumour that 1 was holding m\scif in readiness 
to proceed to Ilindoosthan. lie conjured me not to think of doing so 
If I expected m\ recall, the Raj i would imnudialcK write In \our Lordship 
to >olicit m\ eontimiaiKe at his Court Periiaiis the dela>s (hat l'r\c 
occurred, mn\ ha\ e occasioned dos uisf.ict. on but the ILija is lie said 
resohed (though further deln\ m i\ \ei interfere) that I should not take nn’ 
leoe without haung succeeded in nn mission 1 hive not (houglit it 
nccc’ssnrv to contradict tlie rumour mentioned b\ Shridhar, otlicrwusc 
liinn b\ si\ing lint I cto not know of am suflicient foundation for it, my 
Moonsliee had nlrcidv oiner\cd to him, when rccening liis message that 
exccssice dela\ was doubtless um itivfactorv 

3 I lni.e stated (his message to \our I ordship, simple hcciuse it 
con\c\s a seeming confirmation of the notion, (hat the Raja h.is it still in 
Cvintcmplation to enter into engigements with \oiir lordship On the 
other hand I ha^e credible information that he has \cr> 1 i(el\ delibcr.itcd 
on the measure of proceeding in person to Poon i in consccjnencc of 
reiterated summons from the IVshwn A few ckos before he was said to be 
much disgusted h\ an intimation from Bajec R in that pccnniar\ contribu- 
tions are expected from the same cjuarter, that he is disinisled and suspect- 
ed of duplicit\ in his conduct 

A Unwilling that the Peshwn’s refusal of nclmitiing hnri ns a principal 
in any Treaty of alliance in which His Highness mn> he a contracting iahi ty 
should remain longer unknown to the Raja of Bcnr I obtained audience 
on the I6lh instant and began b\ rccpicsting llic communication to the 
Raja's sentiments on tlic conclusion of tlic recent 'I’reaty of Hyderabad, 
w’hich concerns him He replied that message (of tlic 20lh ultimo) the 
purport of which he now' repented (indistinct) solemn engagement 
amounted to be a part to the obligations of a (indistinct) his wdiilc armv 
would be at >our Lordship’s disposal in ca^e of invasions This promise 
which he should strictly fulfil w’as, he said consequent (o a Treaty 

5 As It W’as not my immediate object to press for a definite answ’er, 
I considered this (indistinct) only and reserving to myself (indistinct) 
remarks on it the next dav (indistinct) that w’riltcn engagements the 
terms of w’hich shall have been deliberately w’eighed by both parties, and 
which shall specify all reciprocal objections are indispensable Else the 
extent of a promise and the complete or imperfect fulfilment of it must 
become the occasion of future controversy 

6 In reply the Raja acknowdedged, (hat w’rittcn documents obviate 
disputes But previously to the further consideration of this subject, he 
requested a copy of the treaty of Salbev, to which he is by implication a 
party I readily agreed to furnish the copy requested by him 

7 I then proceeded to remark that the Raja perhaps postponed 
according to the Treaty of Hyderabad wishing to learn previously what 
the Peshwa who is named in the same clause of it finally determines in 
regard to the option given to him That I knew before hand what His 
Highness the Peshwa’s determination would be, and that I found it neces- 
sary to acquaint the Raja with the circumstance, from which I anticipated 
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the Pcih^Ti'f (indiftmct^ It ^^ai *! matter of almost equal delicacy to 
communicate or eupprcii it but it v.n no longer poiiiiblc to let him remain 
Ignorant of v.hat it v.ai absoIutcl> necessary he should Know I then 
mformed him tliat in conscqucnsc of his declared willingnc« to 
enter into an alliance such ns ln\c been oficred to him Colonel Palmer 
had proposed in his negotiations v.ilh the Pciliwu n clause similar to that 
which the Raja had perused in the recent Trcat> of Hvdenbad but lltjcc 
Rflo declared lie should not accede to a Treat) iii which the Raja of lierar 
was to be admitted as a principal because the Raja is subordinate to him 
and stands in the relation of a subject 

8 The Rija replied that he it not subject to the Peshwa a scn*3nt 
like him of the Raja of battara lie thanked me for making known this 
circumstance to him and added compliments to which 1 returned suitable 
anew cr 

9 The next da) I ga\c written instructions to m) Moonshcc to 
deliver a message m m) name to blindhar Pundit for the Raja The fol 
lowing IS a literal translation of it 

Prom tlic time of m) arrival here it has been the intention of both 
parties and both have recognised it as expedient that a treaty should bo 
adjusted, fur this ii considered as the means of strengthening the rclat*ons 
of fncnoihip the bonds of union and participation in lo) and sorrow 
According!) the Raja himicU more than once dcclarccf in express terms 
tnal It must take place When the design was formed of adjusting a new 
Treaty at Hyderabad for the purpose of establishing a firm foundation of 
tranouillit) peace and safe!) this was mentioned and from the mode to 
which the proposition was reccncd it was certain that the Raja dechred 
his accewion to the plan Afterwards when a rumour prevailed that the 
Treat) was concluded being asked the purport of if I committed to wnting 
and sent jn abstract of the terms of the new Treat) This too deemed 
satiifactor) and the Raja subsequently used to declare, he would accede 
to It Now the Raja says a verbal declaration should be received and 
equivalent to a Treatv and that is h»s answer 1 have not received it as a 
definitive answer and for this reason lest the Raja notwithstanding the 
firm friendship that should be charged with want of sincenty and be liable 
to reproaches It it necessary lo tread the palh of connitcncv and it It 
advisable to contemplate the benefiu and good consequences of concert 
and itnct union This merits deliberation A week hence 1 shall trouble 
him for his sentiments on the subject of the proposed Treaty of alliance 

10 Trivial circumstances prevented this message being delivered 
until yesterday morning and the Raja having proceeded to a place of 
worship twenty com distant has deferred answering it until hit return 
from that excursion 


Letter No 22 — Cold&rooke suggests his withdrawal from the Court of 
Nagpur on the grounds that it would deprive Raghojl of the great 
pmtige and advantage that he derives from the presence of a 
British Resident at his Court and by reason of which he will be 
helped In his ambitions without reciprocal advantage to the 
Company 

From-H COLEBROOKE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 
To— THE GOVERNOR43ENERAL 


Nagpur the 21s1 January 1801 

A few days ago I received information that the design of sending 
confidential ministers to Poona is certainly resumed by this Court and 
that a day for their departure will be appointed in the course of next week. 
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I have not learnt the precise objects of their mission nor the colour which 
will be put on this measure, when it is formally announced a few days 
hence But I cannot doubt that Raghojee Bhonsla’s whole aim is to effect 
the complete accommodation of all his differences with other Mahratta 
Powers that he the more securely pursue hts ambitious policy without need 
of placing himself under the immediate protection of any one state 

I beg leave to suggest the expediency of recalling rne from this Court 
The Raja of Berar derives from the presence of a British Resident at his 
court the benefits of an actual alliance with the British Government with- 
out making any return for those benefits and without being bound by any 
engagements to the Company The withdrawing of the Residency would 
deprive him of those advantages It would diminish the efficacy of the 
menace which his ministers are instructed to hold out to the Court of 
Poona, and it must consequently accelerate those events, which may 
compel him to take refuge in an alliance with the Company 

5 The negotiations which were opened with him seem to be now 
virtually closed Should your Lordship deem it expedient to recall me on 
this ground, either for the reasons which I have had the honour to suggest 
or upon any other considerations the Raja of Berar will find it necessary, 
immediately or else after the lapse of few months to make new overtures 
to your Lordship which may lead to the speedy arrangement of a treaty 
of alliance with him. 

* * ^ 

7 These considerations indicate the expediency of the measure, 
which I have now had the honour to suggest But if other circumstances 
render it uneligible, 1 beg leave to propose that I should be authorised to 
declare formally that the negociation founded on the basis of the recent 
Treaty of Hyderabad is at an end By thus weakening the Peshwj’s con- 
fidence, that he will at any time be admitted by your Lordship to the 
benefits of an alliance with the British Government even after failing m 
his negociations with the Court of Poona he may be forced to the imme- 
diate adoption of a less subtle policy 

8 Should your Lordship approve either of these suggestions I beg 
leave to solicit your early commands, because the mission of the Ministers 
to Poona with instructions such as are stated in the second paragraph of 
this address, is likely to take place early in the next month 

Letter No 23 — Colebrooke reports that Bhonsla and Shridhar are con- 
certina measures most probably for strengthening the Maratha 
Confederacy. Vyankoji one of the brothers of Raghoji has not been 
maintaining very happy relations with Raghoji and seeks the 
assistance of the British for the furtherance of his own interests. 
A fairly detailed account of the family relations of Bhonslas has 
been given. 

From— H COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To— MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Nagpur y the 2lst March 1801 

Frequent intercourse between this Court and Sindia’s Camp still con- 
tinues and the long depending mission of Raja Raghojee’s Ministers to 
Poona is now expected to take place in a few days It cannot be doubted, 
that a chief object of these seeming negociations is to concert the means of 
strengthening the Mahratta confederacy, but if thus embrace any designs 
injurious to the Company’s allies. I hope to obtain intelligence of them 
through a new channel of authentic information 

20 
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2 I have lately received tc\cral private mewacci from Vincalcc 
Bhonsla brother of Raghojeo Rhonila rcqucitmg me to tend a truity 
person to receive a ven important communication which he it dciirouj of 
making The object of It hai been partly opened by the meuaget received 
from him and hit drift ib sufficicnll> obvlouB but wlhout intending to en- 
courage an intriguing ditpoiition which wai indeed foreign from Vinca 
)cc » knowledge I have thought it adv liable to compl> became I may 
reasonably expect to rcctivc information on the present views and dcilgni of 
the Court of Nagpur 

3 No opportunitv of receiving this communication has >cl occurred 
but in the meantime I beg leave to inform >our I ordihm of VincainJi 
views and intentions so far as the) orc>cl known to me To explain them 
It will bt neccisao to advert to remote transaction 

4 In the famil) of Dhonsla primogeniture is not acknowledged as 
conferring an exclusive right The father and uncles of the present Raja of 
Berar shared but unequal proportions the dominions of the Bhonilas 
After one of the brothers had perished In a Civil War the third retained 
an allotment in the Elastcrn part of the joint tcmtoncs and the elder 
brother who had no issue adopted the son of Moodajee Bhontla and thcrc- 
b> secured him cordial support After the decease of the elder brother 
Moodajee Bhonila partlj in his own right partlj as guardian of his own 
son administered the affairs of the state since his death Raghojec has 
been the efficient as well as nominal head of the famil) Raghojec s 
second brother claimed equal partition of dominions but immediately 
after setting up this claim died Suddcnlj Vincajcc succeeded by the death 
of his brother and bv that of his uncle to the whole allotment enjoved 
b> them consisting of Cuttack and Chhaltisgarh with the contigent districts 
held bv tributary Rajas This comprehenas the whole of the tcrrltonc^ 
which borders on an) part of the Company s dominions 

5 Raja Raghojec Bhonsla apprehensive of Vincajcc i aiierting inde- 
pendence and pursuing separate interests detains him at hit own court 
under the semblance of fraternal affection but in fact enmity lubsiitB be- 
tween the brothers Raghojec s veneration for his mother enables her 
to cmplo) her influence to maintain the appearance of concord But 
Vincajec bears with patience detention which prevented hii holding a 
separate court and finally and full) enjojing his tcrritonal allotment He 
remembers with (indistinct) designs which hii brother is suspected of having 
once entertained against the *a{ct> of hii person 

6 So long as it appeared probable that the Rajn of Berar would 
conclude a Treatv of alliance with the Company Vincajcc looked to that 
alliance for the foundation of his own secunty If the influence of the 
British Government were established at this Court he naturally Judged 
that it would be restraint on Raja Raghojec Bhonsla suflicient to prevent 
any gross injustice or act of violence Gn these similar considerations he 
showed himself zealous to promote the meiiurc 

7 Disappointed m this expectation he now reflects on the piccanoui 
ness of hii own safety dependent as it appears to be on the duration of 
his mother s life He also contemplates the hopeless state in which he 
would leave his infant son should any accidents happen to himself He 
has therefore turned his eyes towards the British Government at the only 
quarter whence he can hope for protection 

8 The extent of hii views is not yet known to me whether he li 
desirous of immediate support in the assertion of his right or only wishes 
ihe assurance of protection in certain contmgent events is doubtful and 
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questionable also whether his own interest are the only groundsi of his 
overtures or whether he proposes to allege reasons which may demonstrate 
the justice as well as policy of interference on the part of the British Gov‘- 
ernment in a domestic difference The last message received from him 
contains a hint, that he waits for the occurrence of an event, which when 
made known will render his propositions more acceptable It has appeared 
to me advisable not to decline this communication offered by him, both 
for the reason mentioned in the beginning of this address and because it 
may be thought expedient by your Lordship to give himi effectual support 
in the possible case of the Raja of Berar’s hereafter concurring with the 
Peshwa and Sindia m designs adverse to the rights and interest of the 
Company and its allies 


Letter No. 24. — It is an important letter in which Colebrooke reports the 
possibility of a meeting of all the members of the Maratha 
Confederacy to concert measures against the Company. 

From— H COLEBROOKE. RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To— MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Nagpur, the ith May 1801 

It seems indubitable that the purpose for which a convention of 
Mahratta Chieftains has been summoned is to arrange a confederacy agninst 
the British Power, persons from whom I have accustomed to receive 
intelligence in which I put trust because, their confidential situations give 
them access to accurate information now spoken of the Peshwa’s designs 
. as completely manifested by the call of a co-nvention and the Raja of Berar’s 
privity to them as no longer susceptible of concealment after the leceipt 
of a summon to attend that meeting One of the persons here attended 
to is m the confidential employ of Vincajee Bhonsla, the other attached 
to the same prince but derives further means of information from the 
employments which he holds in the service of the Raja of Berar 

2 They acknowledge that the object of the convention is to concert 
measures against the British Government and affirms that the Peshwa has 
long harboured the same design and he dates it so far back as the fall of 
Tippoo Sultan He says the project is now matured and the troops lately 
levied at Poona are intended for this very service The other avers that 
the scheme includes a plan of inviting aid from the French and fiom 
Zemaun Shah Both assert that its object is to extort from the British 
Government the cession of a part of the conquests made m Mysore and 
to screen Dowlat Rao Sindia from the effects of the resentment supposed 
to be excited solely by his entertaining French Officers in his service 
They coqfirm what has been mentioned by other persons also, that the 
Mahratta Courts hope to detach the Nizam from his alliance with the 
Company, both hint that the Raja of Berar listens cheerfully to the 
Peshwa’s overtures, but in answer to the direct question suggested by this 
hint, they employ only general terms One saying that the Mahrattas 
are all of one mind, the other laid it out into regrets at the injunction of 
the Mahratta Chieftains to the question which the Raja of Berar will 
comply with the summons The reply was not immediately sent He 
will probably meet the (indistinct) of the Mahratta Chieftains on the banks 
of the Godavery under pretence of religion at a fair which will be held on 
the last day of August next 
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3 The Information of v.hich the heads arc here submitted to your 
Lordship corroborated m some circumstances b> mtcIHccncc received 
throuRh other channels An inlcUiRcnccr who receives v?agcs from me 
has ot lalt frequentb brought accounts of conventions ovcrncard regard 
log proposals made by the Mahrattas to the Nizam for a confederacy to 
wrest from the Ck>mpan> its acquisitions In M>'sorc I have also received 
intelligence but which is not >ct confirmed that an Agent tent by the 
Nizara with a secret commission unknown to Azim U1 Orora arrived here 
last week, has had a private audience of the Raja of Derar and still romfllot 
here in ditguiso 

4 As to the supposed cause of resentment on tlic part of the British 
Government against Uowlat Rao Sindm that notion has certainly been 
entertained oven this Court An expression adopted by one of the 
Raja of Berar s Ministers was long ago reported to me which conveyed 
that It was unjust to dictate to an) one what servants he should employ or 
to require him to dismiss from his service men of particular tribe or nation 
that may be displeasing to British power Hill was spoken on the subject 
of the supposed misunderstanding between the British Government and 
Dowlat Rao bindia 

5 But in regard to the Raja of Berar s alleged disposition to listen 
to the Peshwa i overtures it must be remarked that (he same persons who 
now hint it have like others who speak of the views of this Court mvarixibly 
affirmed it to be the Raja of Berar t policy to maintain appearances with 
all powers but unit) with none and ccrtaml) there is no indication fiom 
an> militar) preparations tiiat the Raja hat hitherto meditated taking part 
m an Arduous War 

6 Doubilca the Raja of Berar would view with no regret events 
that should rc*cstabhsh a counterpoise against the Bntisb power in the East 
India With hopes of this consequence he may be disposed not to Jit 
courage the Peshwa s projects but he himself probabl) intends to adopt the 
same conduct which this court observed during (he last War between the 
Company and the Mahrattas preserving nutrahty for which he would 
claim ment with both parties and b> which he would hope to find himself 
after the close of the War better secured in liii own independence 


Letter No 25 — Colebrooke reports how he had procured a copy of the 
Peshwa s letter to Ragnofl through the treacheiy of one Mull 
youddy (Maloji) In the service of the Bhonsb Copy of letter 
Is also printed 

From-H COLEBROOKE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 
To~MARQUIS WELLESLEY GOVERNOR GENERAL 

Na^pitr the Sth ^fay 1801 
Since I closed my dispatch of this date the treachery of a Mullyonddy 
has given me pouession of an imrwrlant document It is a copy of the 
Peshwa s last letter to the Raja of Berar and I have the honour to endofc 
a translation of it 

2 I shall hereafter solicit permission to recommend to your Lord 
ship s notice the person by whose address this document has been 
piocured with a comparatively small expenditure of money on secret 
service Translation of a letter from the Peshwa to the Raia of Benu 
copy of which was received from a Confidential Servant in Shndhar 
Pundit $ office 
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When confusion manifold and various pievailed here all that was 
written to require your attendance had no effect on you In regard to 
deliver matters which you have represented by means of Narain Rao and 
subsequently, the case is, that on the subject of reconciling enmity and 
cementing union, between Shridhar and you a written message has been 
sent, and one will be again sent It is therefore written to you that by no 
measure and on no account you should treat with the English for an 
alliance with them For in a short time my object and musters will be- 
come the same It is incumbent that, having settled your country, you 
repair to this place, for on your arrival and after consulting we will with 
all the Chieftains and with Moonshee aforesaid, fetch the ornament of 
the throne from Delhi and making him our leader face them and even 
take from them and share of the territory lately embezzled by them, but 
all these matters will be concerted after meeting What more 

(A True Translation ) 

Nagpur* H COLEBROOKE, Resident 

8th May 1801 

Letter No. 26. — Colebrooke reports the intentions of Vyankoji in betraying 

the secrets of state and plans of the Bhonsla Raghoji his brother. 

From— H COLEBROOKE. RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To— MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Nagpur, the 14t/i May 1801 

Through the same channel, through which a copy of the Peshwa’^s 
summons to the Raja of Berar was obtained a copy of the draft of the 
Raja’s answer has been since received It is not, however, sufficiently 
authenticated as a copy of an answer actually dispatched I shall there- 
fore only state its purport, consisting m excuse for immediately complying 
with the summons and m a general promise of taking no step without 
the Peshwa’s knowledge and consent 

2. Two days ago by Vmcajee Bhonsla’s desire my 'Moonshee met him 
as if by accident at a place of worship In a very short conversation 
Vincajee hinted the insincerity ot his brother in terms which could not be 
misunderstood, though he still withheld the communication of any 
positive fact or particular detail After some pertinent observations, he 
proposed an effectual remedy, the admission of himself to the honour of a 
direct and frequent correspondence with your Lordship 

3 The whole tendency of this proposal will be readily percer'^ed 
Vmcajee wishes to cultivate an understanding with the British Government 
He will early solicit the countenance ol your Lordship while he fixes his 
separate Court at Ruttanpur the capital of the provinces of which he has 
full possessions The real and still more the seeming tendency of this to 
weaken the Raja of Berar would probably force Raghojee Bhonsla into a 
change of measures advantageous to the British Government If it should 
not produce that effect, and the Raja of Berar should actually take part 
against the Company, Vmcajee will then hope by siding with the Company 
against the^ Raja to obtain through the aid of the English, Cuttuck and 
other districts which he thinks himself entitled to claim m right of his 
deceased mother Though such be the remote scope of the proposal, yet 
the admission of him to the honour of your Lordship’s correspondence 
which is not unprecedented, would not necessarily involve the acknowledge- 
ment of him as an independent Chief. 
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I hfl\c therefore thought it ad\iiablc neither to reject nor accept the 
limited propoiitions italed in the preceding paragraph but again to prcti 
for the communication of fact* and details ai rcaujiitc to justify the 
proposal of a departure from present uiaj^e and Vincajcc s confidential 
Agent at the close of a vcr> long conversation from which ho just parted 
again promised to me a full disclosure 

4 In the course of this conversation he confirmed but still without 
stating particulars, the information before received from him as reported 
in former dispatches addressed to Your Lordship He added the remark 
that the Raja of Berar mav be co»il> awed but the Pcshwai and Sindia s 
inveterate enmUv will finall> compel the Unlish Government to chastise 
them Other observation* of a similar importance would be usclcssU 
reported m detail to Your Lordship a* hii promised communication if 
made b> him will be more pertinent and the document which has been 
procured through a different channel furnfshc* more direct evidence than 
can be expected from him 


Letter No 27 —The letter conveys approbation of the terms of the treaty 
concluded by General Wellesley with the Bhonsla and discusses 
problems of territorial adjustment connected with the Treaty 

From-govlrnor glni:ra.l in council 

To-GENERAL WELLESLEY 

Tori Wiiliom dated the 9lh January ISW 

Your dispatch dated the 17ih of December JS03 enclosing the copy of 
a Treaty of Peace concluded b) vou on that dale on ihc part of the 
Honourable Compan> with the Koja of licrar has been received and sub- 
mitted to the Governor General in Council 

2 The Gov emor General m Council has great satisfaction in com 
municating to you hi* high approbation of the term* of Peace concluded 
•with the Raja of Berar which His Exccllcncv In Council coniidcrs to be 
m the highest degree advantageous honourable and glorious to the British 
Government 

3 The Governor General in Council discharge*, a satisfactory part of 
bis duty m expressing to you the high sense which he entertain* of the 
judgment and ability manifested by you on his occasion The Governor 
General In Council considers you to have rendered an essential service to 
the interest* of the Honourable Company and to have augmented the 
reputation of the British name by the conclusion of this advantageous and 
honorable Treaty 

4 The Governor General m Council has this day ratified the Treaty 
of Peace with the Raja of Berar and the ratified copy will be immediately 
dispatched to the Resident at Hyderabad for the purpose of being trad* 
mitted to the Raja of Berar ihrou^ Mr Elphlnstone whom you have 
appointed to act m the capacity ol Resident at that Chieftains Court 

5 The Governor General in Council no'w proceeds to state such 
observations as appear to be necessary on the several parts of your letter 
of the 13th December 1803 and on the articles of the Treaty 

6 The Governor General m Council entirely approves the arr^mge* 
meat which provides for the exclusive ratification of the Treaty by the 
Governor General m Council Instructions will be immediately issued 
to the Residents at Hyderabad and Poona directing them to communicate 
the Treaty reti>ecting to their Highnesses the Soubadar of the Deccan and 
the Pcihwa and to obtain their assent to the terms of iL 
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7 The designation of the cession under the Treaty, jointly to the 
British Government and its allies was extremely judicious and the Com- 
pany’s transfer of the whole of the ceded territory situated to the Westvvard 
of the River Wurda, to the authority of the Subedar of the Deccan, under 
the intimation which you proposed to convey to His Highness is entirely 
approved by the Governor-Genei al in Council for the reasons stated in the 
4th paragraph of your dispatch 

8 The motives which induced you to confine the demand of territo- 
rial cessions on the Eastern side of the Raja of Berar’s dominions, to the 
province of Cuttack under a distinct provision for the confirmation of all 
treaties which may have been concluded with the tributaries or feudatories 
of the Raja of Berar’s Government, claim the entire approbation of the 
Governor-General in council The object of establishing a barrier to the 
frontier of Cuttack was not to be placed in competetion with the superior 
advantage of securing the cession of the whole of the Territory west of the 
river Wurda, nor of sufficient importance to hazard the conclusion of the 
Treaty on the terms to which the Raja of Berar was disposed to accede and 
you judged very properly in taking into consideration the probability ot the 
actual conclusion of the engagements between the British Government and 
the Chieftains occupying the territory contiguous to the Northern and 
Western frontier of Cuttack, by which that barrier would be established 
under the provisions of the 10th article of the Treaty The record of the 
Government do not afford materials sufficient to enable the Governor- 
General in Council to specifv the exact limits of the province of Cuttack 
proper, nor has the Governor-General received from the Commissioners 
for the affairs of Cuttack, the details of their negotiations with the 
Tributary Chieftains on the frontiers of that province The comrnis 
sioners have therefore been directed to communicate to you an accurate 
statement of the limits of the province to transmit to you copies of the 
engagements which may have been concluded with any of those tributary 
Chieftains and to apprize you of the progress of any depending negotia- 
tions with Chieftains of that description 

9 It IS not the wish of the Governor-General m Council to take 
advantage of the provision of that article for the purpose of reducing the 
extent of the Raia of Berar’s dominion beyond the degree neces&arv to 
maintain the obligations of our public faith with those Chieftains who 
have solicited the protection of the British Government On the other 
hand it is incumbent on the British Government to nrovide for the security 
o£ those Chieftains who have manifested a disposition to connect their 
interests with those of the Honourable Company, against the effects of the 
Raja of Berar’s resentment 

10 In cases in which the progress of the negotiation at the period of 
time when the Commissioners for the affairs of Cuttack received official 
intelligence of the conclusion of Peace with the Raja of Berar may have 
extended to the acceptance of proposals on the part of any of those Chief- 
tain^ for the transfer of their alligiance to the British Government without 
the actual conclusion of reciprocal engagements, the Governor-General 
in Council is decidedly of opinion that the operation of the 10th article of 
the Treaty should be admitted 

11 The Governor-General in Council accordingly directs that m 
specifying the names of those Chieftains who are to be admitted to the 
benefit of the provisions of the 10th article of the Treaty you will be regu- 
lated by the application of the nnnciples above stated to the communi- 
cations which you will receive from the Commissioners for the Affairs of 
Cuttack with respect to the state of their negotiations with the Tributary 
Chieftains on the frontier of that province 
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12 Several Pcrjjunnai iituatcd witiiin Ihc Province of Midnapur were 
lubjcct to the authoritv of the Rnia of Ilcrar and since the occupation of 
the Province of Cutinck b> the Hritisli power cngaffcmcnti have been con 
eluded with the Zamlndars of those pcrjtunnai 

13 As dcpcndcncic* of Ralasorc at which place the Revenues of them 
were paid those pcrgunnai mifiht jiisll> be con idcrcd to be ceded under 
the spirit of the itipulalioni o! the 2nd Article of the Treaty but ilthouffh 
the construction of the 2nd article of the Treaty should i>c disputed those 
perffunnas will necessarily be placed under the authority of the Dntish 
Government bj the letter and spirit of the lOtli article 

14 The district MorchunRc with its dependent /am ndariei was also 
subject to the authority of the hoiijdar tf Balasorc to whom the revenue 
of that district was paid proposals of submission to the British authority 
were made b> the Zamlndar of Morchiincc at nn early period of time of 
cnRapcmcnts have since been concluded with that Zamlndar That district 
together with its dependencies and ;rcncrall> all districts either included 
within the province of Cuttack or dependent on Balasorc must also be 
considered to be ceded to the British Government under the preceding 
construction of the 2nd and 10th articles of the Treaty 

15 The district of which the Revenue or tribute was paid at Balasorc 
arc enumerated in the margin to the extent in which the records of Gov 
ernment afford information on that subicct The names of some of those 
districts may however have been omitted the Governor General in Council 
therefore deems It more adv Isablc^to depend on the general description 
than on the retailed enumeration of them 

16 The Raia of Soncporc and Boad some time since dispatched 
Vakeels to the Commiuloncrs for the Affairs of Cuttack with proposals to 
become tribulao to the British Government and preliminary engagemenU 
on the basis of those proposals were actual!) adiusicd between the Com 
miisioncrs and the Vakeels of those Chieftains The details of the progress 
of those negotiations which you will receive from the Commissioners will 
enable you to judge whether under the general principles suited in the 9th 
and 10th paragraphs of thu letter those cniragcmcnts should be confirmed 
by the provisions of the lOth article of the Treatv of Peace, The same 
observations are applicable to several of the Hill Rajas on ihc north 
western frontier of the Province of Cuttack 

17 Previously to the occupation of the province of Cuttack by the 
British power the Governor General addressed a letter to Obhiram Sm^ 
the Raja of Singboom (a territory situated on the south west bank of oic 
Soobanrekha and contiguous to Morcbungcl who has long since withdrawn 
himself from the authority of the Mahratta Government to which he was 
nominally subiect offering to him the protection of the British Government 
The Raja of Singboom having accepted the offer by a letter which he 
addressed to the Acting Magistmle of Midnapur must be considered to be 
entitled to the benefit of the provisions of the 10th article of the Treaty 

18 The Governor General m Council understands that there are few 
inconsiderable districts or pergunnas intcrpcrscd within the limits of the 
Zamindarici of Morebungc and Keiniur and their dependanacs the 
proprietors of which have in a similar manner estibliihed their independ 
cnee Although the<e districts or purtmnnas raav not be considered to be 
dependant on any of the temtoncs ceded to the Hon'blc Company by the 
Treaty with the Raja of Berar the admission of a claim on the part of the 
Raja of Berar to exercise authority over any of the diitncts or Pergimnis 
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so situated would be manifestly inconsistent with the spirit and intent of the 
2nd article of the Treaty Such a claim would perhaps be most effectually 
precluded by defining the Western boundary of the territory to be ceded 
between the province of Sambalpur and the Soobanrekha 

19 You are apprized of the instructions which were issued to 
Lieutenant Colonel Broughton, the Officer to whom the arrangements for 
the defence of the Western frontier of Bengal were entrusted, for the con- 
clusion of engagements of alliance with the chiefs of Ratanpur, Raigarh 
and Sambalpur and other Mahratta Chieftains occupying the territory 
contiguous to that frontier The state of the negotiations with these 
Chieftains at the date of our latest advices from that officei is 
described in the annexed copy of his dispatch of the 26th ultimo 

20 Lieutenant Colonel Broughton has been directed to suspend the 
prosecution of any further measures of hostility against the dominions of 
the Ra]a of Berar, but at the same time to continue in the position which 
he may occupy at the period of his receipt of these orders until furnished 
with the further instructions of Government subsequently to the ratifica- 
tion of the Treaty by the Raja of Berar unless the state of the troops under 
his command should render it necessary ta withdraw them Lieutenant 
Colonel Broughton has also been directed not to enter into any new 
engagements of a nature hostile to the rights and interests of the Raja of 
Berar and to endeavoui to communicate to you and to Mr Elphmstone 
by a direct route any such engagements as he may have contracted with any 
of the dependants of the Mahratta power together with the names and 
description of such dependants transmitting to the Presidency a copy of his 
dispatch which will be immediately forwarded to you and to Mt Elphins- 
tone by the route of Hyderabad 

21 If Lieutenant Colonel Broughton’s negotiations should not have 
proceeded beyond the extent described in the annexed cc^y of his dispatch 
of the 26th of December 1803, the Governor-General m Council will not 
consider the case of those Chieftains to whom that dispatch refers to be 
subject to the operation of the 10th article of the Treaty In that event 
however the Governor-General in Council deems it to be a duty incum- 
bent on the British Government to require that the Raja of Berar shall 
engage to refrain molesting any of those Chieftains on account of the dis- 
position which they have manifested to support our cause and it should be 
distinctly understood by the Raja of Berar that his disregard of that engage- 
ment at any future period of time will be considered to justify the British 
Government in affording its protection to those Chieftains against the 
effects of his resentment, and in placing them in the condition of tributa- 
ries to the Hon’ble Company The same cause should be observed in all 
cases of a similar nature 

22 The Governor-General in Council entirely approves the arrange- 
ment which leaves the forts of Nernalla and Gowilgarh with a contiguous 
territory in the possession of the Raja of Berar for the reasons stated in 
the 11th and 12th paragraphs of your dispatch 

23 The article of the Treaty which provides for the general mediation 
and arbitration of the British Government between the Raja of Berar and 
our Allies is extremely judicious, highlv advantageous to our interests 
and those of our allies, and honourable to the character of the British Gov- 
ernment 

24 A doubt has been suggested by the Governor-General in Council 
with regard to the construction of the Persian and Mahratta transcripts of 
the 8th article of the Treaty which may be interpreted to limit the exclu- 
sion of the subjects of France as well as those of other European States 

21 



from the Icnicc of the Rd}a of Berar to Ihc caic of the ci:lslchcc ot war 
bct'ssccn the British Go\cimmcnt nnd any of tliosc States bv the termi bf 
tilt i ngUih transcnpti of that article lilt tTcluuon of I rcnch nubjcct* frdhi 
the scrMcc of tlic Rajn of Berar appears to be ihidlutc the object o! thik 
article ^\ould perhaps ha\t been more completed attained b> the abiolute 
txclution of all Turopcans from the scfMce of tlic Raja The result of 
the War hn* however jircath diminished the importance of this object 
and the Governor General in Council deems It too inconsiderable to hazard 
the inconvenience which might result from requiring a modification of 
the terms of that article prcMOUsl> to the ratification and exchange of the 
Ircatj It ma> however, be advisable to ascertain the Raja of Berar i 
construction of that article of tlic Treat) but without suspending the. delivery 
of the ratified cop> If it should be thought nccessar) a modification of 
the 8th article mav be hereafter proposed to the Raja whose ready 
acquiescence ma) be reasonably expected 

The Governor General in Council is decided!) of onlnion that 
the concessions which hare been obtained from the Raja of Berar ard 
amply suffiaent for every purpose of security and retributive virtue to the 
British Government and Its allies and to be entirely conformable to the 
general spirit nnd principles of the Gov'cmor General s instructions with 
regard to the terms of pacification with that Chieftain 

26 The Governor-General in Council cntircl) ^proves your mtcu 
lion to dispatch the Hon bic Mr Flphinslonc to the Raja of Berar to act 
in the capacity of Resident at that Chieftain s Court until the arrival of 
Mr Weboe 

27 The Governor General In Council has great satisfaction in express- 
ing on this occasion the high sente which he entertains of the zeal abilities 
and services of Mr Flphinstonc during his attendance upon you in the 
field The Governor General m Council will readily avail himself of any 
opportunity of rewarding the menu of Mr dphirutonc by appointing him 
to a situation which may enable that gentleman to acquire additional 
honour in the employment of his distinguished zea) and talents in the pro- 
motion of the public service 

28 You will be pleased to communicate to Mr Elphmstone this 
recorded approbation of hii public conduct 


LeHcr No 28 —The letter is Important inasmuchas if reports the 
measures General Wellesley had taken for the settlement 6f the 
claims of Raghojl to terrilorles In Berar after the treaty^ with the 
Company >vas concluded 


From— MAJOR GENERAL WELLESLEY 

TO— M S ELpHINSTONE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Camp at Jalnapcnr 19th January 18C4 
I have had the honour of receiving your letter of the (without date) 
in which you have enclosed your dispatch and Hii E^xccllency the Governor 
General of the 11th Instaiit The letter of the 10th instant i copy of whren 
forms part df the diipitch of the Governor Gerieral has hot yet reached 
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As the Raja of Berar has relinquished the unjust claim he made to 
the rights of the Soubah of the Deccan on the left bank of the River Wardha 
and has withdrawn his troops from the (indistinct) on the right bank, I 
have given orders to the Officer Commanding at Gavilgarh to evacuate the 
fort and deliver it to the person who will be sent to take charge of it on 
the part of the Raja of Berar The fort will be delivered over m the state 
in which it was on the day the Peace was made, with its guns, stores, etc , 
and swords, armoury, etc , belonging to the Raja of Berar which still (indis- 
tinct) m the fort when I was apprized of his wish to have thpse articles will 
be given to his officer there and a separate receipt will be demanded for 
them Some of the arms and armour which had been removed to Camp 
have whereby been delivered to .leswanf Rao Ramchander and I believe that 
a quantity of those articles have been removed to Ellichpur and are still 
there If this should be the case or if there should be any more in camp, 
thev shall be given to Jeswant Rao Ramchander and I beg that you will 
tell to Raja’s Ministers that I am happy and have this opportunity of con- 
forming to the wishes and anticipating to the orders of the Governor- 
General by doing that which is agreeable to the Raja of Berar 

I have had one conference with Jeswant Rao Ramchander on the sub- 
ject of the lands to be delivered over to the Raja of Berar contiguous to 
the hills, on which are situated the forts of Gawilgarh and Nernalla We 
should have settled what districts should be delivered to him, in that con- 
ference, if 1 had received true account of their value from Raja Mahipat 
Ram But this person takes advantage of my desire to forward the interests 
of his master constantly with the stipulations of the treaty of peace and 
with justice to this to deliver n^e in every instance and I have been obliged 
to adjourn the decision upon this point till I shall receive more correct 
accounts In the meantime I have told Raja Mahipat Ram that if he does 
not give me correct accounts, I must take there, I shall receive from Ram- 
chander this as correct and decide this question accordingly,’ so that 
I hopo I shall soon receive the accounts I have required 

'I beg that you will explain the cause of the delay in the settlement of 
this business to the Raja’s Ministers and that it can be no loss to the Raja, 
as I will give orders that he shall collect the revepue from the day on 
which the issue was made 

I 1 

Tell Shridhar Pundit that I have settled the question respecting to vil 
lages, etc , belonging to him and to Raja’s other selwants In Berar to his 
satisfaction and I have^sent the paper regarding them to Jeswant Rao Ram- 
jchander 

I propose also to settle with Raja Mahipat Ram respecting the villages 
for Mahajee Naik 

I will write to Raja Mahipat Ram respecting to village of Vroslee 

It occurs me that the village of Vroslee is on this side of the Wardha 
and IS probably held in honour by the Raja If this is the case, this com- 
plaint IS made merely to try that point and whether we are likely to yield 
and if we yield m this instance every village or district held jn honour will 
be treated in like manner It will be (indistinct) Shreedhar Pundit that if 
Vroslee is on the right bank of the Wardha, Gangaram has done right to 
attach jt and that the Raja of Berar has behaved improperly i^ attempting 
It contrary to the Treatv If the village shouldr be on the left of the War- 
dha, the Raja will have it, 
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Letter No 29 --General WcUcsfcv wiles about the political condition in 
Berar and on Its borders The disposition of the Nantib of Bhopal 
and the Rajah of Kotah Is also alluded to 

From-MAJOR GCNFRAL WFLl rSLFY 

To-M S n RHINSTONF RLSIDFNT AT NAGPUR 

Camp 26th January 1804 

1 ha\c hod the honour of rccciMOj* jour letter of the 17th and that 
for the Governor General of the I9th 

I don t apprehend on> cmI dcsljtn in the detachment to Hoihanwbad 
whiUi it 18 probable i8 rent for the purpoic stated The nccciiit> of mak 
infi this detachment ii n proof of the diHicullies in ^^hich the Raja of Berar 
nould h'i\c been invohed if the i^ar had continued and the troop* had 
marched to Nagpur and 1 recommend that >ou should take an opportunity 
of pointing this out to the Rnja * miniitcrt 

1 don t think the difference between the account Rj%cn b> the Raja of 
Jjhpur now of the cour*L of the detachment to Hoihangabad ii material 
It 18 %cn probable that the Afghan Nabob of Bhopal ha* been residing m 
the Cotah countr) posiibl) in the scrMcc of the Ram of Cotah or pcniioned 
by him and that the Raja has encouraged or pouiblj spirited him in mak 
ing this attack The Mahratta* arc but little in the habit of adhering to 
truth thc> arc gcncralU ^c^) indistinct in the accounts of transaction of 
the nature of that alluded to and it rarclj happens that these accounts 
jr- found to agree cxactl) with the stale of the tact* 

You have acted auitc right in pressing the Raja to send order* to hi* 
troop* to withdraw i haNc rcccucd no compbmt* lately and no account* 
from Lt Col Lang who is tn Berar with a British Detachment that any 
of them remain But the fact i» that the Mahratta Troops arc but little 
under control and ihc> withdraw from a countjw even belonmng 
to their own cmplojcr* with great reluctance at long at there is anything 
m it to plunder 

The Moghul Troops and Chiefs arc not much better and I ha\c been 
obliged to do all but attack the troops left m Burhanpur in order to induce 
them to withdraw and although the Soubah i Officer* must be aware that 
Soubah 8 Go\crnmcnt will be the loser b} the omission or dclaj to per 
form shortly the stipulations of the Treaty it is with utmost difficulty and 
onij b> the threats to use force that I can prevail upon them to perform 
them and even at this moment part* of (he Treaties both with Smdia and 
the Raja of Berar are not performed Under the circumstance* of irrcgu 
lanty and want of principle and good faith and as it appear* impossible 
to raise the view* of those with whom we are obliged to act above those 
of a Pcndarcy or a rapacious Amil Dar I have only to recommend to you 
to continue your effort* to oblige the Raja to withdraw the few troop* 
who remain in Berar but their being there shall not prevent me from 
giving up the Fort of Gavilghur or the district the revenue of which ii to 
be applied to the support of the Garrisons of Gavilghur and Nemtillah 

I hope to be able to settle all remammg point* with Jerwant Rao Rara 
chander this day and he will then go to Nagpur 

I gave him a letter a few day* ago addressed to the Officer Command 
ing the Bntiih Troops advancing from the Province of Cuttack to request 
that he would help and do no inj^ to the country until he should have 
received further order* from the Governor General unless he should hdV6 
heard that Hi* Excellency had not notified the Treaty of Peace 
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Letter No. 30. — ^The enclosure is important, as it contains the proposals 
of the Governor-General to compensate the Bhonsla for the loss of 
Sambalpui and Patna tenitoiies 

From— N B EDMONSTONE, SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, 
To— M S ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort Wilhanu ^rd Novembc} 1804 

I am directed by His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor- 
General to transmit to you for the immediate regulation of your conduct 
the enclosed notes in conformity to which detailed instructions will be 
transmitted to you with the least practicable delay You are authorized 
and directed, however, to proceed upon those notes without awaiting those 
instructions 

Copies of these notes will be transmitted to the Commissioners for 
the affairs of Cuttack and to the Resident with Dowlat Rao Sindia 

Notes for Ml ElpJunsfono 

The Raja of Berar having now formally renounced all claims whatever 
to the restoration of Sambalpore to his dominion and having admitted that 
justice of the principles which have regulated the conduct of the British 
Government, with regard to that question the Governor-General in Council 
authorizes Mr Elphmstone to renew the discussion on the subject of com- 
pensation to the Raja of Berar for the loss both of Revenue and of domi- 
nion by the separation of Sambalpore, etc . from his territory The only 
compensation is the grant of an annual sum of money together with cer- 
tain privileges, distinctions or immunities at the principal Hindu places of 
worship within the British Dominions The pecuniary compensation to 
be annual, to be regulated in some degree bv the amount of Revenue which 
the Raja of Berar usually derived from the provinces and tributaries sepa- 
rated from his dominion by the operation of the Treaty of Deogaum, but 
to exceed that amount considerably The pecuniary compensation may 
exceed the total amount of that revenue to the extent of one lakh of 
rupees 

The payment to be made annually to the Raja of Berar at fixed period 
by the British Resident The information furnished by Colonel Broughton 
relative to the Revenue of Sambalpore and Patna, etc , to be communi- 
cated to Mr Elphmstone and the Commissioners at Cuttack to be required 
to furnish this Government and Mr Elphmstone with all the information 
they possess or can acquire relative to the tribute formerly paid to the 
Mahratta Government by the Tributary Rajas (not included m the province 
of Cuttack) with whom they contracted engagements Mr Elphmstone to 
ascertain with the utmost practicable accuracy from the Records of the 
Raja of Berar or from other sources of information the amount of revenue 
derived from the provinces above described To communicate the result 
of his enquiries to Government with a view to enable Government to deter- 
mine the amount of pecuniary compensation to be made to the Raja Mr 
Elphmstone at the same time to state the amount, which he has reason to 
believe will be considered by the Raja of Berar to be a satisfactory com* 
pensation, combined with the proposed privileges at the places of Hindoo 
worship 

(Page torn here ) 

be advisable to consider a mode of compensating to the Raia^ 
Ministers with same manner pursued by Major Malcom at the Durbar 
of Sindia, jVIr^ Elphinstone is at liberty to eiiter also in this subject, and 



158 


to promuc pcnnoni to the ministm not exceeding on the uholc the tota| 
amount of ( ) The pri\ikgc proposed to be granted to tlic Rflia 

of nerar at the principal place* of the worship v-ithin the Comnan> $ domi 
nion* IS that of granting exemption* from the pa>mcnl of dutie^* upon pil 
grims those phcc* of tJe\otion to a certain number of perion* 

(Page torn litre ) 

The place* of Hindoo wonhip at which it it propoied to grant the 
I emptinn arc Jnggernaut Ga\a and lllahabad and to these ma) be added 
Muttra if duties are usually levied there At Bcnarct no duties upon pil 
grim* arc lc\icd but an> reasonable privilege which the Raja may desire 
ma\ be granted at that place 

If the Raja axepl the privilege of granting exemption in the manner 
dvf^nhed It will he necc»sar> to impose tome rcttraint on the abuse of that 
P'^ixilcgc Tor that purpose the Re'*idcnt ihould grant passes (according 
li a form which will he transmitted) for the number of persons to be 
Tempted at one and the same lime and the production of tnosc passes to 
the Collector of the duties at the sexcral places of Hiridoo worship shall 
constitute an autlioritv for the exemption of those persons from the pa>mcnt 
of duties 

No passes to be granted to more than ( ) persons at a time 

These restrictions to be communicated to the Raja of Berar at the time 
of offering the proposed privilege as thev ma) potiibl) aflcct his sense of 
the value of that privilege 

Mr riphinstonc to repeat to the Raja of Berar that the Dntiih Govern 
ment would restore the prov inccs of Samhalporc and Patna to the dominion 
of the Raja of Berar and the tributaries, with whom we have contracted 
engagements which arc confirmed bv the Treaty of Dcogaum to their 
lormcr connection with the Raja of Berar i Government if that measure 
N ere not absolutclv precluded b> ihc obligation of our public faith But 
that under the neccsiit) of maintaining the ongagements which those 
Provinces etc have been separated from the Raja s dominion the British 
Government is anxious to afford to Ihc Raja of Berar ever) reasonable and 
practicable compensation 

It 18 the intention of the British Government to declare the provinces 
and tributaries above described to be now placed under the protection and 
autiiorit) of the British Government in conformitv to the tenor of the 
engagements concluded with the person* exercising the nuthont) in those 
provinces and with those tributaries and the British Government will ron 
8 equcntly consider itself at libcrt) to adopt all such measure* with respect 
to the province* and tributaries a* mo> be consistent with the relatio i m 
which they arc placed toward* the British Government by the tenor of 
their engagements 

The Raja of Berar should be distinctlv apprized that nny attempt on 
hi 5 part to disturb those province* and tnoutarie* will be foBowed by the 
immediate loss of the proposed compensation in all its branches includinc 
the proposed privileges 

In such an event the annual payment will be suspended and the pro- 
posed privilege* will be 1 evoked 

In addition to which arcumstonce* a great risk will be incurred of ap 
interruption of the peace and amity now subsUtiog hcty?c<jn the two states, 
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Mr Elit)hmStt)ne to Apprize the Rajn immediately on the receipt of 
these notes, of the determination of the British Government to grant him 
compensation and of the proposed nature of that compensation and to 
enter into discussion of that subject for the purpose of adjusting the preli- 
minary points upon which its ultimate adjustment depends 

And Mr Elphinstone is at liberty actually to conclude (subject to the 
notification of the Governor-General in Council) such of the articles of the 
proposed arrangement as may appear to him to admit an early conclusion, 
always conforming to the principles stated in these notes 

On the other hand, if the present temper of the Raja or of his durbar, 
as connected with the state of affairs relating to Holkar or Sindia, should 
appear to Mr Elphinstone to render this communication liable to mis- 
construction, Mr Elphinstone will exercise his discretion m suspenamg 
it to a more reasonable opportunity 


Letter No 31 -^Col Close reports what military dispositions he has order- 
ed in Khandesh as a precautionary measure against the possibilities 
of war breaking out between Bhonsla ^nd the British 

From— COLONEL B CLOSE, RESIDENT AT POONA, 

To-M S ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Poona, 6th December 1804 

I had the honour to receive your dispatch of the 20th ultimo, last night, 
and have forwarded a copy of it to the Hon’ble Major-General Wellesly, 
who was expected to arrive at Senngapatam on the 29th or 30th ultimo, on 
his way to this Station As he travels quick, I expect he will be here by 
Christmas 

I have alsb Sent a copy bf your dispatch to LieUt -Colonel Wallace, or 
Officer Commanding the troops in the field in Khandesh recommending 
that he should keep his forte in the best practicable state of preparation for 
marenmg and use mearis tor keeping himself informed of what passes on 
the Nerbudda, as well towards Mhasur, as further to the eastward 

The whole of Khandesh south of the Taptee, is now in our possession, 
and the comitilmication has been opeped between the upper country and 
Siirat, whence LieUt -Colonel Wallac'e now draws his supplies His force 
corisisting of the 94th Regiment, part of the 74th, four Regiments bf Native 
Cavalry, ahd Six Battalibns of sepoys, with a proportionate tram of artillery 
He IS besides accompanied by the Nizam’s contingent, and a body of 
Troops belonging to the Peshwa, under the Vmchoor Jaghirdar 

, Lieut -Colonel Wallace is instructed to occupy a positibn on the Gerria 
River to the westward of the lirie betw'een Adjuntah and Burhanpoot, and 
to act as Circumstances tnay require 

One European and orte Native Regiment of Cavalry are advancing 
ffbm the ceded territories towards the Kistnah, accompanied by the Mysore 
Horse At present we have three Native Battalions here, and two rfiore" 
will sObn arrive from the Malabar Coast 
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I ha\c the pleasure to Intimate that Hii Hijjhncw the Pcihwa give# 
diil> proof of hi8 being well BatlB(icd^Mth hii connection uith ui and firmly 
resolved to adhere to tne alliance 

Although >our Harcarrah did not arrive lo loon a* to entitle him to 
the reward you directed for him I have given him 30 Rupee* as no doubt 
he travelled quick 


Letter No 32 — Elphinslonc pointii out that the attitude of the Bhonsla In 
the present situation did not give any cause for anxiety and that 
he had threatened to Icaw Nagpur if the Bhonsla did not withdraw 
some of his troops stationed on the frontiers 

From -M S EI PHINSTONE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 
To-COLONEL LAKE 


Nagpur \4lh December 1801 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of >our letter of the 25th 
November which reached me b) the wa> of Benares 1 have communicat 
cd the intelligence to the Raja of Berar who ordered a Roval Salute to be 
fired on the occasion and sent a person of rank numerous!) attended to 
congratulate me on the triumph of the British arms I bee leave respect 
full) to offer to His ExccIIcnc) the Commander m*chicf my wnrmeit 
congratulations on the glorious and decisive victories which Hii Excellency 
has gamed m person and which have been achieved under his auspice* 

As it IS probable that m) last dispatche* lo Hit Excellency the 
Governor General have not >ct reached Hi* Exccllcnc) General I^kc 
1 have the honour to communicate the following statement for His 
Excellency s information I have for some time had reason to suspect the 
Raja of IVerar of intrcaguing with Mcer Khan and increasing his arm) for 
purposes ho*tilc to our Government These suspicions wTre in some 
measure removed bv an attack on the Raja » province of Gunny by Mcer 
Khan s troops and by an invasion of this rounlrv by his Pindarics who 
penetrated to Mognon laying waste to the tract through which they past 
and who would probably have advanced on the Raja who was then at 
Ramtek had he not retired prccipitotclv to Nagpur From the time of hi* 
return to Nagpur (24th November) till the 4th instant the Raja appeared 
occupied in airungeraent for the dHcncc of his terrltones and of his 
capital for which purpose he naturally augmented his force but on the 4th 
instant I learned from the Raja * minister that Vincojce Bhoniln had 
taken advantage of confusion to entertain troops and had made an attack 
on the southern part of Berar At the some time 1 learned that the Raja s 
whole arm^ was collected near Ponunain a situation very threatening to 
the Niram s dominions and that small detachments were spread m 
different positions all along the left bank of the Wurda I immediately 
remonstrated m the strangest terms with the Raja on the menacing posture 
of hi* armie* and the open violation of the faith of treaties committed 
under the immediate direction of hii mother and I threatened immediately 
to leave his dominions if he did not agree 1st to break up hi* army by 
recalling his infantry and ^ns to Nagpur and sending one division of his 
old cavalry to Sewny and Chapara ana another to Chhmdwara a place 
cast of Betul 2nd to recall hii troops from the Nixam t frontier 3rd to 
disband his new levies 4th to seize hi* brother s countrv displace hi* 
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officers and engage for his neither quitting Nagpur for intrmguing against 
us as in leturn for these conditions I agreed to remain at Nagpur till I 
should receive orders but apprized the Raja that the British Army should 
advance towards his country and the Governor-General would no doubt 
punish this gross violation of the treaty of Deogaum These terms were 
agreed to after I had applied for passports to enable me to leave Nagpur 
and they have in part been executed The army has made some marches 
the guns are arrived here and many of the new levies have been broken 
I am to stay till the 16th by which time all the terms, I fixed, are to be 
completely executed The only point on which a difficulty has arisen so 
as to make me doubt the Raja’s sincerity is that a corps of about 1,000 men 
on the Wurda nearly opposite Amraoti have remained there not with- 
standing many orders sent or pretended have been sent for their recall 
Ihe Raja says they are refractory and other accounts confirm his state- 
ments Amrut Rao is at Amraoti, I wrote him in a general manner 
recommending his falling back This had no effect and I have written again 
desiring particularly that he may retire across the Godawary and stating 
my reasons precisely 75, 20, 11, 5, 98, 98, 9, 68, 66, 36, 45, 43, 57, 77, 8, 77, 
20, 30, 3, 47, 20, 5, 90, 68, 75, 48, 53, 43, 77, 36, 90 recommending 52, 

75, 39, 3, 30, 84, 37, 90, 23, 8 and suggesting the propriety of 55, 84, 66, 60, 
75, 90, 64, 36, 90, 22 the 4, 36, 64, 84, 76, 3, 9, 84, 37, 68, 79, 46, 66, 36, 22, 
9, 66 to 55, 43, 36, 77, 8. 3, 77, 50, 5, 8, 35, 53, 36, 90, 77, 75, 90, 47, 35, 20, 38, 
24, 43, 9, 53, 50 56 and 92, 33, 79, 53, 44 , 43, 36, 22, 12, 45 I have no late 
intelligence of Sindia’s motions but 1 believe he crossed ihe Nerbudda for 
Saugor on the 3rd instant When I last heard of Meer Khan he was at 
Bilsa, but this is very long ago Some of his Pindarics are said to be in 
the Gyalgur hills threatening Berar 


Letter No 33 — ^The letter contains directions as to how the Resident 
should conduct himself m the situation envisaged by the Governor- 
General if hostility broke out. The Governor-General does not 
approve of the indiscretion of the Resident in believing the mis- 
chivous rumours deliberately spread by the enemies of the British 
Government. 

From— N B EDMONSTONR, SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT. 

To— M S ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort WtUtam, the 22nd December 1804 

1 am directed by His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor-General 
to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatches of the dates noted m the 
maiigin 

2 The reports contained in your dispatches combined with those 
which have been received from the late Resident and the Acting Resident 
gt the Court of Dowlat Rao Sindia and from other quarters have appeared 
to justify at different times, different and even opposite conclusions with 
regard to the designs of those Chieftains The desultory and precarious 
principles of action which regulate the conduct and proceedings of the 
Mahratta Chieftains, preclude the practicability of forming a confident 
opinion of their views from the ipparcnt tendency of their measures or 
the obvious bias of their interests It is probable indeed that the views of 
these Chieftains vary according to the temporary aspect oi supposed condi- 
tion of affairs Without entering therefore into any speculative discus- 
sions of the nature of the actual designs of the Raia o-f Berar and of 

2 
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Oowlat Kno Sindio Ills 1 xccllcnct Ibc Go\crnor Gcncnl dctnis U proper 
to conlcmpUitc nnd prmidc for c\crv cast vsluch under the slate of our 
information uith rcRard to iht proccctltnp? of (lit Rnja of Ikrar Do^Iat 
jtao Sindia q.nd Ameer Klian can rcuonabh be inpnojcJ to inic and to 
lurnuii >ou uilli inulruclions for tlit rcjjuiation of >oor conduct under 
the occurrence of nnj of tliosc cnstn in whicb the Court of Naflpiir may 
be concerned Hit eases v*hlcb U appears ncccsi r> to contemplate ore — 

1st Tlic junction of the forces of Douint Rao Smdm and the Raja 
of Ikrar for purposes boslitc to the Hritisb Goxtrnmtnt or its ally the 
Soubahdar of the Deccan 

2nd The junction of the forces of those CIncftaini for the purpow. 
of opposinfi Ameur Khan (Mccr Khan?) 

3rd The combination of the forcts of Dowlat Rao Smdia and 
Ameer Khan (Mccr Khan?) for the purpose of actmij ajyinfct the Bnluh 
power or the into of Ujdcrabad 

4th The combination of the forces of those Chieftains for the 
purpose of nttnekmq the Raja of Ucrar s dominions 

5lh The prosecution of hostilities oCainst the Raja of Berars 
dominions b> Ameer Khan (Mccr Khan?) lndcpcndantl> of Sindia s co- 
operation 

6th The combination of the Raja of Berar with Ameer Khan 
(Mccr Khanr*) mdependantf) of Dowlat Rao Sindia 

3 The tenor of your late reports has diipo ed the Governor General 
to disbelieve the existence of any combination between the Raja of Befar 
and Dowlat Rao Sindia for the purposes hostile to the Bnliih Government 
or Its ally notwithstanding the apparent hostile tendency of Dowlat Rao 
bindia s counsels under the direction of Scnce Rao Gbautka and other 
circumstances which have an apparent tendency to support the crekt of 
such a combination 

4 Under tins impression the Governor General deems it probable 
that the junction of the forces of those Clucftains may be concerted for the 
purpose of opposing Ameer Khan (?) whose Pindarics (it appears by yOur 
late dispatches) have actually ravaged a part of the Rnja of Berar s temtor? 
In that event the project will of course be avowed by the Rija of Berar 
The reality of any such project however must be determined by collateral 
facts nnd arcuraitnnccs for such an avowal might obviously be made with 
a view to cover designs of on hostile nature Under any other circum- 
stances therefore than a firm and well founded persuasion that the object 
of a proposed junction of the forces of Dowlat Rao Sindio with those of 
the Raja of Berar is to oppose the troops of Ameer Khan (?) you will 
remonstrate in the strongest terms ogainit such n combination of their 
forces 

5 \ou will observe by the enclosed ^-Ofiy of the Governor General • 
instructions of this date to the actmc Resident at the Court of Dowlat RflO 
Sindia the terms in which that officer has been directed to rcraonitrflte 
■with Dowlat Rao Smdia in the event of a proposed or actual junction 
of the forces of those Chieftains In the ease supposed vour representa 
tions to the Raja of Berar will be regulated hy the spirit of those instruc 
tions as far as it may be applicable to the conduct and clreumstoncci cf 
th6 Raja of Berar and to the position of h!s forces You will be carcTtu 
lo observe the same directions as ore conveyed in the 7th and Stli para- 
graphs of His Excellency i instructions to the Acting RcsidcW at the 
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Court of Dowlat Rao Sindia with respect to a regular communication at 
your proceedings to the Honourable Major General Wellesley and " tq 
Colonel Close, and to the regulation of your conduct, according to the 
instructions which you may receive from either of those officers 

6 The second sup^sed case, namely the junction of the forces of 
the Raja of Berar and Uowlat Rao Sindia for the purpose of opposing 
Ameer Khan (H does not appear to the Governoi -General to require any 
special instructions for the regulation of your conduct 

7 In this case. Major General Wclleslev will judge how far it may 
be expedient to co-operate with Sindia and the Raja of Befar against 
Ameer Khan (?) and you will act according to Major General Wellesley’s 
determination of that question 

8 The third supposed case, namely the co-operation of Sindia with 
Ameer Khan against the British Power, independently of the Raja of 
Berar, being inapplicable to the latter Chieftain, requires no instruction 
for the guidance of your conduct 

9 In the event of a combination of-the forces of Dowlat Rao Sindia 
and Ameer Khan for the purpose of attacking the possessions of the Raja 
of Berar, as stated under the 4th head of supposed cases if is evident that 
the cause of the Raja of Berar will be the same as that of the British 
Government, and accordingly in that event, you will encourage the Rajjl 
of Berar to employ every exertion for the defence of his dominions, 
apprizing him that such an event has been anticipated and provided for by 
His Excellency the Governor-General and that under the orders of His 
Excellency, the British Troops are prepared to co-operate with those of 
the Raja of Berar in resisting the combined forces of his enemies, by a 
movement in the direction of his territory, an3 that every practicable exer- 
tion will be emploved by the British Government for his relief 

10 The same observations and instructions are applicable to the case 
of the prosecution of the hostilities against the Raja of Berar’s dominions 
by Ameer Khan, independently of Dowlat Rao Sindia, as stated under the 
5th head of supposed cases 

11 The General Instructions prescribed for the regulation of your 
conduct m the event of a junction of the forces of the Raja of Berar and 
Dowlat Rao Sindia, for purposes hostile to the British Government, or its 
ally the Soubahdar of the Deccan, are applicable to the combination of the 
Raja, of Berar with Ameer Khan, as stated m the 6th supposed cases 
While Ameer Khan shall continue in the condition of an enemy of the 
British Government, a combination of the forces of these Chieftains to 
whatever object it may be -directed constitutes an act of positive hostility 
on the part of the Raja of Berar 

12 You will be careful to maintain a regular correspondence wjth the 
Acting Resident at the Court of Dowlat Rao Sindia on all points connected 
with the object of these instructions 

13 I am directed to take this opportunity of adverting to your report 
of your conference with the Raja of Berar on the 31st of October as 
detailed m your dispatch No 33 dated the Ist of November, m which you 
observed that Holkar had certainly made very great and respectable efforts, 
that he had penetrated mto the country lately conquered from Sindia apd 
had gone through such unexpected exertions as must surprize all India 

14 His Excellency the Governor-General observes that such a re- 
presentation of the supposed exertions of Jeswant Rao Holkar was n6t 
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cooilitcnt Tvith the Judgment ond discretion which tou haro mnnifcehjd In 
the gcncnl tenor of > our conduct at the Court of Nagpur The informa 
tion ^hich >ou ha\c since received of the real course and nature of cv’cnti 
will have demonstrated the error of ascribing to Holkor any extraordinary 
exertion or any degree ot military skill, gallantry or cntcrprlic and Hit 
rxccllcncy trusts that jour habitual proucncc will liavc induced you to 
take an opportunity of explaining to the Raja of Benr » minisfcn the 
error of your former statement 

15 It may be proper that you should caution the Raja of Berar 
against the danger of giving credit Co rumours which arc mduilnouily 
diffused throughout all nuarters of Hindustan of a nature injurious to the 
Interests of the British Government and to the reputation of the British 
arms and favourable to the cause oi Holkar and to impress upon the 
Court of Nagpur a due sense of the peril of founding any course of 
policy on such idle fabrications ^our own good sense will induce you m 
future to act with great caution In the event of any such rumours reaching 
you before you may have received authentic intelligence from Government 
or its olhccrt 

16 With the exception of the occasion to which the preceding para 
graph refers I im directed by His rxcclicncv the Governor General to 
signify to you flis rxcclicncy s entire approbation of your proceedings 

17 Copies of these instructions wiB be tnnsmillcd to the Hon bic 
Major General Wellesley, the Resident at Poona and the Acting Resident 
at the Court of Dowlat uao Stndia end to the Resident at Hyderabad 


Letter No 34 —The letter conv'cys the Governor General s approval of 
Elphlnslone s conduct towards the Bhonsla and of the tenor of hb 
late proceedings under the dllhcull slluallon In which he was 
placed Gov'emor General evinces ^lisfacHon ot the pacific 
disposition of RaghoJ! He Is also directed to persuade Raghojl to 
accept a Subsidiary Army within his dominions and preferably at 
Nagpur 

From— N B EDMONSTONF SECRPTAHY TO GOVERNTviENT 

To— M S ELPHINSTONb RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort Wfffjom ihc 31sl Dccc«i6cr 18(M 

1 am dir«ted by His Elxcellcncy the Governor General to acknowledge 
the receipt of your several officml and pmatc dispatches of the dates noted 
in the margin and to apprize you that it is His Excellency i intention to 
transmit to you detailed official instnictions for the regulation of your 
conduct at the earliest practicable period of time with a view however to 
^ord yOu the ^Iieit practicable information with regards ti> Hii 
Excellency s sentiments on the subject of your late proceedings and Hii 
Excellency s resolution with respect to the Raja of Berar 1 am directed 
to state them in general term* and m n private form instead of poitponmg 
the communication of them until the details can be arranged in the form 
of an official dispatch 

His Excellency e^irety approves the energy and firmness of your 
remonstrance® to the ^ja of Berar on the occasion of the invasion of the 
territory of the Soubada** rf the Deccan and of the various indications 
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inanifcefed b\ the R.ijn ot n di^iw^^ition to hostility .igninst the Riitish 
Government 

The demnnd'^ (with one exception) \^hlch you hn\c pressed upon the 
Raj.i nnd \our decl.ircd icsolution to quit the R.ijn’s court unless those 
demands should he complied with \Ncrc perfectly proper His Excellency 
has no doubt that the Raja of Ikrir ha': cntei tamed desij^ns of an hostile 
nature against the British Go\crnment, that the troops vhicii he embodied 
and those \\ Inch he lc\ied, \\cre e\entinllv extended to co-operate with 
Holkar, and that (he proceedings of Ins brother Nana Sahib were secretly 
abetted In the Raja But the tenor <'f \our ofiicia! lettci No ■'15, dated the 
7tli of December nnd of }Our pro ate dispatches of the 7th, Sth, 10th, 
11 th and 12th, cspccialh of the latter dispatch, has satisfied the mind of 
His Exccllenc} that the Raja of Berar has relmquislicd ill intentions of 
engaging in a contest with the British Power 'Phe circumstances stated m 
your disp.’tciics, constitute m His bAcellencj’s judgment satisfaetoiy proof 
that the R ija of Berar at length entertains a just sense of the follv of 
engaging in a contest wuth the Ikitish Government and that he is now 
smccreR disposed to maintain 'the relations of amity and peace with us 
The Raja having actualK discharged his new lc\ics. his artillery having 
returned to Nagpore, and danaram Bukshce’s army ha\mg m.irchcd m a 
north easier!} dncclion these facts combine I with the general conduct of 
the Raja, his humility, his concessions and manifest alarm, supersede in 
His FAcellcnc}V ^ccidcd judgment an} inferences unf.ivourable to the 
credit of these pacific indications dcducible from the continuance of the 
Corps of Pindarics on the hanks of the Wardha That Corps it appears 
docs not exceed 1,000 men After adopting measures wdiich deprive the 
Raja of much more ample means of offence, he cannot reasonably be 
supposed, clandcstinelv to encourage the hostile proceedings of that force 
His Excellency therefore is disposed to credit the Raja’s declaration of 
his inability to control the proceedings of its commander 

Entertaining this \ icw' of the subject His Excellency cannot altogether 
approve your resolution to quit the Raja’s Couit unless that force should 
be w'lthdrawm At the same time His Excellency is satisfied of the rectitude 
of your intention and ascribes those resolutions exclusively to the excess 
of a meritorious and honourable zeal for the public interest committed 
to your charge 

His Excellency trusts that subsequent reflection or subsequent events 
wull have induced you to continue at Nagpore In the event however of 
your having actually quitted the Raja’s Court, wuthout any additional and 
positive indication of hostility on the part of the Raja, it is His Excellency’s 
wish that you should return and that everv measure should now be pursued 
for the purpose of satishung the Raja of the amicable and pacific intentions 
of the British Government Hie Excellency concludes that if you should 
have quitted Nagpore, your departure will not have been attended by 
circumstances which would render your return incompatible with the 
dignity of the British Government as involving an admission of preci- 
pitancy and injustice m having quitted the Raja’s Court His Excellency 
Indeed understands from the tenor of your private dispatches that vour 
retirement from the Court on the grounds stated in your letter of the 12th 
June have been accompanied by a declaration that you should await the 
judgment of the Governor-General on the Raja’s conduct and His Excel- 
lency’s instructions with respect to your future proceedings 

Under these suppositions the following instructions will be applicable 
to the case either of vour continuance at Nagpore or of your return after 
having quitted that court 
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You will apprize the Raja that the informition \\hich HIi rxcclicncy 
the OoNunoT Ocntral has received both from >our rcporti nnd from other 
quarter! svith rcnard» to the Knji * conduct and proccedmpi has con 
vlnced Hit rxccllcncj of the Raji » orifliml intcnnon to co-operate even 
tually acamtt the Britisli Power or lU nllv that the tatisfactory dcmonitri 
tioni hov.c\tr vshich the Rija Ini lubrcqucntb mnnifcitcd of n returning 
icnic of hi* erron have induced the Governor General to refrain from the 
ndoption of mcaiurcs for the punlthment of hli artgrcaiion and that Hu 
Excellcnc) it dispoted to renerv and corroborate the hondt of peace and 
alliance with the Raja and to forccl the pitt if niturcJ of the Raja i future 
adherence to the obligntlont of nmii) and public faith You will accord 
ingl> countermand luggctlioni or ordert which ma> have been iiiucd 
b> the Britijh troops for the occupation of an> poiltion of a menacing 
nature to the Raja t poiscttiont and >ou will proceed to tignify to the 
Raja that with a view to manifeit the amicable inlcnlioni of the nrillih 
Government and its disposition to conciliate his attachment and promote 
his interests vou have received instructions for the losses which the Raja 
has sustained by the operation of the lOlh article of the Treat) of Dcogaum 

Hit Elxccllcnc) according!) directs that )ou will actuillv commence a 
negotiation with the Raja of Berar on that subject In conformil) to the 
Instructions of His rxccllcnc) convc)td In the notes a-^drtsicd to )ou 
under date the 2nd of November But it is Hit rxccllcncys anxious 
desire to combine with that negotiation an arrangement for citabliihlnji a 
lubiidlar) force at Nagporc or at an) other station within the Rajas 
dominions more convenient for the purposes of its appointment, zs afford 
Ing the most ample sccunt) for the future pacific conduct of the Raja of 
Berar and the most tHcctual protection to the wliolc ol our Western 
frontier from the Sonne to Cuttack 

It IS desirable that this arrangement should be the result of a sollcita 
tion on tlie part of the Raja From )our letter of the 8th instant it 
appears to have been ofTcred bj the Raja as a concession and if bj repre- 
sentation of the advantages of such an arrangement the Raja cannot be 
Induced to solicit it as bigbl> beneficial to bis intercsU Hu Rsccllcncy 
will approve the accomplishment of that arrangement on the groun*^! of a 
latiifactory sccunt) against an) future hostile designs on the part of the 
Raja of Berar 

These general instructions will determine the general lint of conduct 
to \k pursued towards the Raja of Berar which it is the Governor-General i 
wish to conduct in a sincere spirit of conciliation and forbearance and will 
enable you to proceed until lumishcd with more detailed Inatructioni for 
your guidance. 


Letter No 35 — ^The letter is Important since it contains a variety of 
details about the attitude of the Bhonsla when the war was going 
on with Holkar and In the north about the InlemaJ affiiirs or the 
Government of the Bhonsla and about the relations between the 
Bhonsla and other Maratha Chiefs 

From— M ELPHTNSTONE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To~COI ONEL B CLOSE RESIDENT AT POONA 

Nogpur the TZth /anitcrv 1B05 

I have now the honour to communicate to you the account of th«* 
Bhonsla s proceedings to which I referred m a former dispatch 
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The Raja gave me no leason to suspect his fidelity to his engagement 
till the month of August when the account of (he retreat of our detach- 
ments m Mnlwa became publie From that time the Raja’s hopes of being 
aide to maintain a conte^Jt with the Uritish seem to have revived He held 
frequent consultations with his confidential ministers and appeared to have 
some important measures in contemplation at the same time reports of 
his hostile intentions began to prevail and he visibly gave more attention 
to his army than he had done since the peace of Deogaum 

Tow’ards the middle of September I received distinct information of 
the nature of the consultations which occupied the Raja’s time They 
referred to a projected confcdcracv wuth Hollcar and to an invasion of 
Cuttack wMlh a view’ to which intrigues w’crc entered on with the Khoorda 
Raja under the directions of Raghojee Rhonsla When the preparations 
became more public they were ascribed to an intended expedition against 
Hoshangabad Smdia’s march to that place w'as also professed bv for the 
purpose of lestonng it to the Raja but as the confederates did not execute 
this project wdien fuIK prepared and w'hen the success of Sindia’s first 
operations gave thcnFcvcry reason to express the easy accomplishment of 
their desigrT it must he thought verj doubtful wdiether the capture of 
Ho'shangibad in reality was the ultimate object of their preparations 

About the beginning of October a Vakeel named Hybut Rao arrived 
here from Mecr Khan He w'as w'cll received and lodged wuth the Raja’s 
Chitnavecs w'herc he still continues My secret intelligence represented 
this person as being charged wuth three demands, the Raja’s compliance 
wuth some one of them w'as to be compelled by threats of invasion from 
Mcer Khan The first w^as that the Raj'a send an army to co-operate with 
Holkar, the 2nd that he should furnish him with sum of money and the 
3rd that if he would not go to w^ar with the British he should embarrass 
them by demanding the restoration of Berar Hybut Rao I beheve was 
Vakeel for Mecr Khan only, the communications wuth Holkar being 
earned on through Venkat Rao his minister at this Court and Esonaut 
Omajee the Bhonsla’s Vakeel in his camp On the arrival of Hybut Rao, 
I thought It necessary to warn the Raja against the false statements and 
deceitful acts which Holkar’s agents w'ould make use of for the purpose of 
inducing him to join their masters’ desperate cause and of the certain rum 
he would draw upon himself if he allowed himself to be influenced by their 
suggestions About the middle of October, Ballajee Eswant Sindia’s Vakeel 
at Nagporc returned from a visit to his own court Immediately after his 
interview with the Raja, Saccaram Bukhshee marched with a reinforcement 
of 3,000 men and guns to take the command of the Raja’s army then 
encamped near Chouragarh At the same time the Raja’s military pre- 
parations in other points assumed an appearance of increased activity 

The Raja endeavoured to account for these appearances by saying that 
his country near Sagar was threatened by Meer Khan and that he was 
about to send troops for its defence This message was accompanied by 
an intimation that the Raja had great fears of his nephew Goojabba^e 
quitting his court and going into some foreign service having before received 
intelligence that it was in contemplation to send Goojabba to Holkar 
under pretence of a quarrel between him and the Raja This circumstance 
made me doubt the truth of the whole message which I was mclired from 
other reasons to disbelieve I therefore suspected that Meer Khan’s 
attack on the Raja’s possession was a misrepresentation rflade with a view 
of enabling the Raja to assemble his troops near the army of that partizan 
and of Dowlat Rao Smdia I had before abstained from remonstrating 
with the Raja m the idea that he wished to await the issue of the contest 
between sthe British and Holkar without declaring himself on cither side 
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pnd that as thu cNcnt ssould ccrtainK be favourable to ui it wot desirable 
to encourage this spirit and to avoid bringing the business to an issue while 
Holkar s power woi undiminitlied but the message above mentioned 
induced me to tliink that llicre wni no lime to be lost and 1 accordingly 
\\aitcd on llie Uaia staled mv doublt on the subject of Mccr Khan* 
attack and pointed out the danger and impropritlj of his sending hi* army 
to Q position near the Arin> of Mccr Khan and not far from *hc Britiili 
frontier The Raja assured me in reply of Metr Khan * hostile intention* 
and promised to sliow me letter* from that Chief threatening llie Bhonda 
Government with him if an immediate pavmcnt of money was not made 
by it to him lie also wid that he should not fend Ins Army near Sagar 
unless his country was actually invaded if not such event took place it was 
to remain at Iloslnngabad On examining the lettcrii I found tnem to 
contain expressions calculated to excite the Kajn * hopes and revive hi* 
ambition and an invitation in plain term* to unite and chastize the enemy 
with a threat or warning that neglecting to do so would occasion the ruin 
of the state Conceiving the ityle and matter of tins letter to be at varunce 
with the Rajn s account of Mier Khan s message and having other reasons 
for suspecting lu* intention* I continued remonstrating on the incicafc of 
hi* army and thre^ntcnine him with the conscoucnccs of any infringement 
of the peace till the end of November nltliongli his preparations appeared 
to ilacKcn during that period 

On the 24th of November I received intelligence of an mninion of 
Pindaric* then said to be Mexi Khan * who certainly did most senous 
damage to the Raja s country soon after 1 learned that Nag(K» Jewajee 
had attacked Gurry Mundcla and had been rcpulveil by the Kaja * officer 
there With great loss I found also that ^ degree of misundcrstandjng 
*ubii*tcd between the Raia and Sindia on account of Rogojee * not paying 
tome money which Downi Rao was laid to have iiipulatcd for before he 
moved to Hoshangabad In consequence of those circumstance* I began to 
think that if the uaja had been engaged in any confederacy he had noff 
drawn back from it and that Mccr Khan was afcout to compel him to asiiit 
Holkar Thi* impression was strengthened by Jeruant Kao* informing 
rao about the beginning of December that the R^ja had broke hi* army 
into three divinon* that all the road* b\ which the Pindaric* could come 
might bo stopped 

All comraunication* with the Northern parts of the Raja ■ country 
being at thi* time cut off and the extreme alarm and confusion which 
prevailed at Nagporc ri.nderiDg it impossible to obtain correct intelligence 
I gave credit to Jeswant RoO s account which I thought a decisive proof 
that the Bhonsla harboured no plan* for oggrciiion but I began to appre- 
hend that the Raja might be led by hi* fear* to join the enemy contrary to 
hi* mcluifltion I therefore thrc%\ out hints that Hi* Highness might hope 
tor the asiiitancc of the British Government if he made resolute stand 
^in»t Holkar and I was on the point of giving a proof of the Governor 
General s good will by entering on a negotiation for affording the Raja a 
^mpcntation for Sambalporc when on December 4tli I was visited by 
Jeswant Rao who iifformed me that Nana Sahib had long been collecting 
trw^ without the Roja s knowledge and had now surprised the fortre** 
of Maunicgur on the right bank of the Wurda About tlie same time I 
received a letter from the Anmil of Rallygong ihting that his district hgd 
been invaded by troops belonging to Sena Saheb Sooba (Ragojee Bhonsla) 

J went immediately to the Raia remonstrated with him in the leverest 
teTms on his ungrateful and perfidious conduct and pointed out the 
destruction and misery which ho would draw on himself by In* disregard 
of faith and justice The Raja endeavoured to persuade me that the oulmge 
of which I complained had been conimittcd by bomc troops who were iu 
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no service and had no view but plunder He said he found the story of 
his brotlier's being concerned of his having taken Manikgur to be a pus- 
take The real offenders were about 1,200 men of the description he had 
mentioned and they had only plundered Vaineecota and a few open 
villa£e.s and he also offered to send troops into the Nizam’s country to 
chastize them On my rejecting this proposal and pointing out the impossi- 
bility of so. large corps collecting within the Raja’s dominions unobserved 
by the Government the Raja repeated his professions of fidelity t.o his 
engagements and enquired what he should do to satisfy His Excellency 
the Most Noble the Governor-General To this I replied tha<^ I doubted 
whether it was possible to satisfy His Excellency at all but that I would 
consent to await the result of an enquiry into the circumstances of the 
attack on Vaineecotta provided His Highness would agree to disband his 
new levies to disperse his old army into remote positions and to hold 
himself responsible for the pacific conduct of his brother and all his sub- 
j’ects during the interval or if he was unable to control their violence that 
he should call m the British Army for that purpose The Raj'a made 
difficulties about this last article and put off giving his answer on li till the 
following day In course of this conversation it appeared that the Raja’s 
army instead of being divided in the manner described by Jeswant Rao 
had been collected m consequence of orders sent by the Raja fifteen days 
before at a place called Lodicare (Lodhikhera) situated I believe to the 
south of the Poorna and within no great distance of the Nizam’s country 
of (lindistmct) On the 5th the Raja was sick and requested me to 
put off my visit till the 6th to which I consented but warned the Raja that 
I expected when we did meet that he would either agree to all my pro- 
posals or give me passports to enable me to quit his country 

Next morning I went to him and he confessed that he had now dis- 
covered the attack on Berar to have originated in Nana Saheb (Vincajee 
Bhonsla) I replied to this that the Raja m.ust answer for his brother’s con- 
duct I brought forward arguments to show that Nana Saheb could make 
no attack without the Raja’s knowledge and remaiked that if the Raja had 
- not ordered his brother to invade Berar he had approved the measure as 
its author continued still at large and unpunished I now required the 
Raj'a to confiscate Nana Saheb’s share of the country to engage that he 
should not leave Nagpoor or continue his intrigues here and that he 
should procure the recall of the troops who were plundering in Berar 
The Raja refusing to consent to these terms, I requested that he should 
allow me to withdraw from his dominions after a long interval The Raj’a 
desired to be allowed to retire for some time When he came back Jie 
agreed to all my demands and orders were written to Saccaram Bukhshee 
to send half of ins army to Chupara and half Sindora East of Betul I 
reminded the Raja that I did not promise that His Excellency the Most 
Noble the Governor-General should not punish his breach of treaty with 
immediate hostilities and clearly explained to him that the British Army 
should immediately advance towards his dominions, after which I with- 
drew In course of the next two or three days I obtained such information 
as put it out of all doubt that the incursion into Berar was planned or 
abetted by Ragojee Bhonsla The principal grounds of this were the 
Raj’a’s preparations and suspicious conduct for some time preceding this 
crisis The position of his army which though well suited to a plan of 
invading Berar was nither calculated to repel the Pmdaries nor to oppose 
Meer Khan the intelligence which I began to receive of bodies of troops 
at Kailode, Tannygong and Sailo Gooran which places together with the 
station of Saccaram Bukhshee’s army and that from which the partv' 
marched which attacked Vaineecotta ext nd along the whole of the Raj’a’s 
and Nizam’s, common frontier and aic all situated within the country 
ilnder the Raja’s immediate management Also that the infantry then 
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plundering in Uernr had been railed in Nafiporc ihnt llic ca\nlr> belonged 
to Andlccar nnd Aher Rno old cirdarf of the Raja t and that the troopi at 
Tann>flontr hclonjjcd to Clullur Smjih a Chaf in llic Raja * immediate 
icrvicc It vsa» bctidci* impofutblc to «upnoic tliat Vincojtw llhonila 
could hope to copt >iMth the nritiih or even the Niwm » Go\Lrnmcnt and 
that lie could ctpcct to carr> on the war without hi* brother* knowledge 
To there nn> be added intillijtcncc winch 1 ri.cci\cd about the middle of 
No\cmbcr thouRli it made no ttreit rmprc*>ion on me it the time and di 1 
not occur to m> rccolkclion till lomc lime niter the inroad into Berar 
About the time I mention I wai informed that the Raja hid dc*ircd hi* 
brother to entertnin troop* and had made over some of hi* own to him 
(he rcaion nllcpcd for this arnnrtcmcnt wns that llic Raja wiihcd to 
throw pnrl of the hiirdtn «t the ftntc on Nann Saheb and hi* mother vrho 
willmplj expend* her treasure m the (?) of her >ounffcr son I w-ai in 
formed from another tjuarter lliat there wa* *omc phn of a fctcncd quarrel 
bctwe'cn the brother* the object of which wa» to enable the Gorcmmint 
to keep on cood term* l>olh with llolkar nod the llritish nt the fame time 
i licard alio ihil a real difference cxljli*d between Ifhonsla* The course 
of event* i» mott favourable to the former account but it is diffcult even 
now to believe that the Raja would iruH the exiilcnce of hi* *tatc to the 
success of *0 contemptible a ptratacem Another proof of the Raja* 
hostile intention* mav be drawn from a fact whicli had not at that lime 
come to mj knowledge Hi* Hrqlmc^** Vakeel at Hjdtrabad prerented 
a remonstrance to the Nixam abtnit the time of the incumon into Rcrai 
which wai *o expressed that the British Resident at that Ckiurl declare* 
that considcrinc the Rnja * late conduit he could view* it in no light but 
that of a manuetted (^) The above circumilancc* with the exception of 
that last mentioned convinced me that the attack on the Niiam » country 
originated with the Raja an 1 a* no change of circumstance* had taken 
place since it had been made l could not but entertain strong kuspicion* of 
the *incerit) of the Raja * pacific declaration and according!) on the 7th 
of December perceiving cicarlj that the Raja wai desirous of evading the 
fulfilment of the conditions I had proposed I »cnl to inform him that hi* 
late conduct authorized even suspicion of him and that if hi> intention* 
were now good it wa* hi* builncf* to »how jt That on the contrarv he 
had failed even in comp!) mg with the letter of hi* engagement* and that 
if he did not take such step* a* should convince me of hi* tinccrity I 
would on the next morning quit hi* Court In consequence of this 
message Jeswant Rao and Jj’kishan Rao came to me on the night of the 
7th and gave me *uch strong aisuranccs of the Raja s sinccnt> that I was 
induced to agree to *ta) lomc daj* *o ns to give Hu Highnci* time to 
ihow hi* pacific disposition At this vult Jeswant Rno asKcd me a* from 
himself rf His Rxccllcnc> the Governor General would grant the Raj^ a 
British force and said that plan would be \cr\ odvantageous to the Raja 
and would satisfy His nxcellency of his sincere dc*irc to cultivate the 
Compan) s friendship I objected to talking on public hu*lnc*t m the 
manner proposed and said that after the Kaia s conduct it wa* very doubt 
lul wh^cthCT Hii Excellency the Governor (jcneral would grant him a 
force but 1 added that when the Roja should have disarmed I would listen 
to any official proposal on the subject 

Next day Jeswant Rao brought the information that the Raja had 
discharged some of hii troop* 

In the evening I received letters from the Nizam s Officers m Renii 
representing that there wai a considerable body of Pindaric* at Mahslsdec 
a place near one of the defile* which lead from the Jussadry lull* Into 
Berar and that they were said to intend on mvniion of thal province 1 
immediate]) warned the Raja that if the passes were not defended he mutt 
answer for the damage which the Pmdafies might do m Berar On the 
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9th I receiv^ed that the Corps at Tannygong had advanced to the Wurda 
and that it* was still increasing as there was ample time for the Rajahs 
orders to have reached this corps I could not but consider rhis move- 
ment as strong ground for suspecting that the Raja did not really wish it 
to return and that he was guilty of similar acts of treachery at more 
remote stations from which I could not so soon receive intelligence I 
therefore announced to Jeswant Rao that if the Corps in question was 
not recalled or if I was not satisfied of the Raja’s wish to recall it before 
the third day, 1 should return to my former resolution of withdrawing 
from this country On hearing the contents of this note the Raja sent to 
apprize me of his intention to come to my house and came immediately 
after this He made very strong professions of his earnest wish to recall 
all the troops from the frontier but observed that it would require some 
time to effect that object His conduct was so humble and submissive on 
this occasion that I am induced to think he must that day have heard of 
the victories over Holkar of which I received intelligence two or three 
days after 

On the 10th I received information of the arrival of Amrut Rao in 
Berar, though I had no reason to suspect Amrut Rao of disaffection to our 
cause and though it was clearly his real interest to adhere to the English yet 
considering the passion for intrigue which so often infatuates the natives 
and the discontent which Amrut Rao might be supposed to feel at the 
Peshwa’s treatment of him, I thought it prudent to endeavour to keep 
him out of all situations where he might be tempted to engage in plots 
and political speculations particularly as I did not know that there was anv 
reason to wish for his speedy arrival at Benares T therefore wrote to him 
to beg he would stop his journey and I continued this request aRer I was 
satisfied that the Raja had no intention to attack Berar because I was un- 
certain that the orders of His Excellency the Governor-General on the 
Raja’s conduct might not involve a fresh misunderstanding with his court 

On the 10th I was informed by a letter from Bisnoor that the troops 
from Tannygong had crossed the Wardha and plundered a merchant at 
Tewsa, ten miles to the West of the Nizam’s bounddry On this I remind- 
ed remonstrances and repeated my determination of leaving Nagpore, at 
the time fixed 

On the 12th I communicated to the Raja the official account of the 
battle of Dig on which he fired a royal salute and sent a person to congra- 
tulate me I also received such intelligence as induced me to believe that 
the troops on the Wardha were not under the Raja’s control and I learn- 
ed that his army broke up and quitted its menacing position I there 
fore agreed to put off my journey and from, that time to this I have had 
• no serious reason to doubt the Raja’s intention of continuing at peace 
with the British Government although the Nizam’s country on the 
Wardha suffered considerable alarms from the passage of the Raja’s re- 
fractory troops along that river to the Nerbudda which I believe have now 
crossed The Raja’s Army has not been divided as was stipulated, but I 
believe the reason assigned by the Raja to be the one it is that ihe troops 
are ill-paid and refuse to move without advances It is however at the 
Turra Ghaur (Chouragarh) near Devgur and not in menacing position 
I believe the Raja’s principal force is at present at Nagpore I believe his 
troops here to consist of 15,000 horse and 3,000 foot, on Saccaram Bukhshce 
Camp he may have 4 000 horse and 3,000 foot, chiefly Arabs and Rohilla*; , 
m Gurrah Mundela there are about 5,000 m.en and there are 6 guns with 
Saccaram Bukhshee I believe the number of troops disbanded by the Raja 
including those who threatened and invaded Berar may amount 4,000 or 
5,(^ men The seizure of Nana Sahib’s country has really taken place 
although I never mentioned it after the (indistinct) of December 
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1 rom the ibo\c circumstance* loincil to general appearance* and 
report* 1 believe the Rala to have laid aside the mtcntioh* which I am 
commetd he entertained of profiting b> the fir*t opportuni(> to attack m 
and our allic* Nothing can be n stronger proof of lui wi*h to remain at 
peace than hi* anxicl> respecting His 1 xccllcnQ the Governor General * 
resolution on his conduct and his jo> when he found the dc^ikion lo 
favourable 

1 nm sorr> I cannot fumuh >ou with a pirticular account ol the 
negotiation* between tin* court and Slndla * TIic following arc the 
principal facts which liavc come to m\ knowledge When Smdin moved 
towards Hoshnngabad the Raja of Berar ccrtflinl> engaged to as*i»t him 
with hi* troops and to paj him a sum of monc> and I believe a Mrtioa 
of the monc> was paid off This part remained m the hands of uallajcc 
Ciwnnt on whom ^indn gave hills to people whom he cmplovcd to rautf 
men at Nagporc There wa* at first cverv appearance that the Ha}a intend- 
cd to fend his troops to join Smdia and when he failed in doing so Sindia 
became vcr> impatient wrote lo the Raia * Chief at Choungur and Gurry 
Mundcla lo join him without waiting for orders from Nagporc 1116 
reason given b\ the Raja s ministers to me for his not permitting ht» 
troops to jom Stndia is that he was averse to acting In concert with a 
court under Gatkev * Influence T believe that the Rija at the same time 
that he delayed the advance of hi* troops declined pajing the rest of the 
tnoncj he had promised Sindia and that he made no further paymeoti 
till after the incunion of the Plndanes when he Is^ salt! to have given 
5 lacks of rupees through Ballajce Fswant to Slndia I am the more 
inclined to believe that (he Bhonsla has advanced monc> at different time* 
to Sindia on account of the great diitrcss which Raghojee appears to •uffcf 
from want of mono) notwithstanding hi* extortions from the banker* and 
the imall payments which he made to hi* army 

A pcffon named Boojing Roy resided here some lime on Sindia* 
part for the purpose of raising men and marched m November with a 
coniidcrablc number of troops that he had levied amounting according to 
the account* of the Raja i mmitlcn lo near 4 000 men 

A Mahometan Sirdar of lomc consequence in Smdia i service whose 
name i» Hiramut Bahadur hat resided here for some week* He i* treated 
with great attention b> the Raja and hi* avowed reason for coming here i> 
wrac domestic concern There arc different account* of hi* real object 
me mo*t probable of which i* that he wa* sent with fl bill on Ballajec 
Eswant for the remainder of the »urn due bv the Raja and that he ha* 
order* to raise men with the money and march with them to Sindia s Camp 

Th^c IS also a person named Atma Ram here at present who hold* 
or has held tome Important station in Smdia t service I heard at one 
time that he had been deputed hither b> Serfee Rao but I now under 
stand that he ha* come from the southward on hi* way to SindiaU Camp 

Letter No 36 —The letter refers to the unwillingness of the Bhonsla to 
accede to the Subsidiary Alliance and to the sentiment* of the 
Governor-General about this 

edmonstone secretary to govern 

Mis In 1 

To— M ELPHINSTONE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort WtUiam the 4ih March 1805- 
I have receiv^ the command* of His Excellencv the Mo*t Noble the 
^ » to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatches Nos- 49 

and 50 under date the 30th of January and to communicate to yon Hi# Excel* 
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lency’s observations and instructions on the information contained ii]i them 
for your guidance 

2 His Excellency entirely approves the language and arguments adop^ 
fed by you on the discussion which you have held with the Raja and his Min- 
isters on the several topics which have formed the subject of your recent 
communications with the Darbar as described in those letters 

3 The Governor-General has directed me to express to you^ in a 
particular manner, the high approbation with which His Excellency has 
viewed your conduct in the discussions which you held with the Raja apd 
his ministers with a view to demonstrate to the Raja the advantage v. hich 
his affairs would derive from the acceptance of a subsidiary British I'orce 
to be permanently established within his dominions 

4 His Excellency considers your conduct on this occasion to be dis- 
tinguished by an extraordinary degree of ability, address and discretion 

5 Under these circumstances of the Raja’s apparent disinclinatiqn to 
receive a Subsidary Force at the present moment the Governor-General 
does not deem it to be advisable to urge His Highness further on that point 
The Governor-General is willing to leave the Raja to the operation of 
future events on his mmd and to trust exclusively to that influence for the 
means of effecting the object of obtaining the accession of the Raja to the 
alliance 

6 With this view, His Excellency directs me to apprize you of his 
desiie that you will refrain from any further agitation of the question, 
unless it shall be revived by the Raja himself In the event of any renewal 
of the subject by the Raja at a future period of time, you will receive in 
reply to your report of that event such instructions on the subject as may 
be applicable to the circumstances of the case 

7 The Governor-General directs me however to observe, that al- 
though His Excellency is far from being of opinion that the accession of 
the Raja to the alliance is an object of any material importance to the 
British Government in the present state of the Political affairs of India, 
yet that His Excellency would be disposed to receive with cordiality any 
overtures from the Raja to that effect provided they should undoubtedly 
originate m the Raja’s conviction of the importance of such an arrange- 
ment to his own security and advantage and not be considere'I by him as 
a concession to the British Government 

- 8 The remaining subj'ects of your dispatches have either been suffi- 
ciently provided for by former instructions, or do not appear to require the 
immediate notification of the Governer-General’s sentiments 

Letter No 37 — Elphmstone suggests the possibility of an attack on tl^e 
' dominions of the Nizam and the Raja of Berar, by the cavalry of 
Sindhia’5 and Holkar’s armies. 

From— M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

^To— LORD WILLIAM BENTINCK ^ 

Nagpur, the 27th May 1805’ 

Having been directed by His Excellency the Governor-General to 
communicate all political intelligence which may reach me to your Lord 
ship, I have now the honour to enclose a copy of a letter from the 
Resident in Sindia’s Camp apprizing me of an intended attack" on the 
dominions of the Nizam and those of the Raja of Berar by the cavalry pf 
bindia’s and Holkar’s Armies. 
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I have rccci\cd nn {ntimatmn Jo Ihc *amc effect from the Rafa of 
Berar t miniitcn 

The Uaja hat latel> collected an arm^ omountins to near ten thousand 
men ot a potUion vsithln clf*ht or ten milec of this dt> His lilghness 
continues on scr> fricndl> terms v.lth the nritlsli and appears desirous of 
waiting tlie c\cnt of the present isar without taking an> part in it Besides 
the force already mentioned IIis Highness a Arm> consists of about 7 000 
men in Gurr) Mundcia and the northtrn parts of the Raja s country 
together with 2 000 or 3 003 men on other parts of Ids dominions of these 
coniidcnblj the greater p'lrts is cavalry 

The province of Gurry Mandela ha< till latcl> been disturbed by 
incursions of the Bondclai as the country on the left bank of the Nerbudda 
has b> insurrections of the lull ncopic who inhabit that tract The 
Bondcias have now turned into the districts belonging to Sagar and the 
Rajas troops on the Nerhudda !nv«, nearly succeeded in quelling the 
disturbances in tliat quarter 

1 shall continue to submit to vour Lordship an> information of im 
portance which 1 ma> receive and apprize you of an> occurrences in this 
part of India which ma> appear worthy of your Lordship s notice 


Letter No 38 —Col Close suggests that the Bhonsla may feel inclined to 
Join Holkar and Mecr Khan If they entered his territories, because 
Sindbla had already joined and the Bhonsla had all along been 
averse to entering Subsidiary Alliance with the British 

From-COI ONCL B GI OSF RF^IDFNT at POONA 
To-M nUPHINSTONF RHSIOrNT AT NAGPUR 

Poona the 30t/i May 1805 

1 have received the cop> of Mr Jenkin s private letter to your address 
of (he 22nd April which >ou enclosed (o me and which intimates that he 
had received intelligence (hat it was amonnt the schemes of Ghauiky and 
Mcer Khan to proceed to the Caitward with a part of their forces in order 
to ravage the territories of the Raja of Berar 

2 I cannot but believe the information that towards the end of 
April Hit Excellency the Right Hon bic the Commander in Chief amved 
with the Army on the Chumbul and that on his approach Sindia Holkar 
and Meer Khan retired towards Koloh Impressed by this truth of 
this intelligence I think it probable that whatever schemes Ghautka and 
Meer Khan may have had in contemplation at the date of Mr Jenkm s 
letter they may have since found it ncccwary to alter them and that con 
sidering the advanced period of the season it is likel> that Hiv Excellency i 
operations on the Chumbul will furnish sufficient employment to these 
Chieftains to detain them to the Northward of Nerbudda till after the 
mint 

3 But if Ghautky and Meer Khan approach the territory of the Raja 
of Berar I would have you apply to such state of things the instructions 
contained in the 9th paragraph of Mr Secretary Edmonitone s diipitch 
to your address dated the ^nd December 18B4 warning the Raja even 
tually that a combination of hii forces with those of Ghautky or Meer 
Khan will be considered as an net of positive hostility on the part of the 
Raja If thq invasion takes place as above supposed which )r certainly 
very improbable, and the Raja proceed decidedly to oppose the invaders 


afford him such support from the army of the Deccan as circumstances 
may permit At the same time I do not conceive that any combination 
of circumstances can make it expedient for the troops in this quarter to 
cross the Wardha before or during the rams. 

4 In the event of the invasion alluded to, taking place and if the 
Raja of Berar proceeding to ^oin the invaders foi purposes hostile to the 
British Interest or of those of our allies the combination must be opposed 
by such a system of operations as the circumstances of the crisis may 
suggest. 

5 The Raja of Berar has shown a decided disinclination to accept 
a Subsidiarv Force from the British Go\ernment and at the same time 
has hitherto avoided the most pressing invitations from Smdia’s Govern- 
ment to co-operate m its views It is apparent therefore that the Raj'a’s 
policy IS to preserve the independence of his Government by pursuing 
a middle line calculated to save him from the necessity of uniting with 
either side This insecure system of policy the Raja might possibly be 
induced to abandon for a union with Sindia and the adverse Chieftains 
did their fortunes impiove to such a degree as to open a prospect to the 
Raja that by espousing their cause he might recover the territories which 
he lost by the Treaty of Peace On the other hand, the spirit of the 
Raja’s Government as well as his habits of life would naturally render him 
reluctant to throw himself into the hands of a band who can maintain 
themselves only by indiscriminate plunder, and who are regulated only by 
principles of falsehood and treachery. 

6 It is impossible to discover the plan on which the Raja has lately 
assembled so large a force at his Capital, but it will be desirable not to 
manifest suspicions against the sincerity of his professions except on 
obvious grounds and especially as he would meet at such disclosure on 
our part, arguments in support of his views which it would be difficult 
to answer 

7 From such considerations I do not conceive that remonstrance at 
this juncture against his .. (indistinct) so strong a Force assembled would be 
advisable or productive of any effect unless it should be pushed to a criti- 
cal extreme 

- I 

Letter No. 39. — ^Mr Edmonstone, Secretary to Government, conveys in this 
letter the sentiments of Cornwallis towards the Smdhia, who is 
not likely to persist in his unfriendly attitude, towards the 
Bhonsla. He suggests that a conciliatory attitude should ije 
assumed and that the Bhonsla should be given an assurance of the 
return of Sambalpur and Patna provided the Bhonsla remain^ 
loyal and friendly and restrained his brother Nana Sahib from his 
hostile activities and from joining the enemies of tihe British 
Government. 

From— N B EDMONSTONE, SECRETARY TO GOVERN- 
MENT, 

To-M, ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Camp on the River Bankipore, 14th September 1805. 

I ami directed by the most Hon’ble the Governor-General to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter No 69, dated the 17th (T August, 
and to communicatesf to you the following observations and instructions 
for the regulation of your conduct under the circumstances stated in that 
letter. 
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2, The informntion vshich ihc Go\crnor General hat rcccutd relative 
to (he movcmtnti and inlcntlont of Sindta and Ilolkar preclude* inv ex 
Dictation of an attempt on tlic part of either of tho*;o Glitcflaini or of any 
Llilcftain under their authority to protcctite hoilthliCB against tlic potict- 
mom of ihc Raja of Rcrar and HU I^ordthip alto deems it hitihly impruh* 
able that Nana bilnh Vihether actint; tvith oi Without tlie concurrence 
of the Haja hit brother will \enturc to atlaek the temtone* either of 
the Compan> or of ill all> the bouhahdar of the Deccan I am directed 
howcNcr to communtcalo to jou (he dctcrmimlion of Hit I ordihip under 
the occurrence of either of the c\cnl» stated in >our dispatch 

3 With rccard to the point 1 am directed to inform >ou that you 
arc juthonaed to renew the offer of asiittancc In Ihc c\cnt of an attack 
upon the f^ja t dominions by the force* of Sindia Ilolkar or an> other 
partiznn of those Chieftain* provided (he relations of omit> should not at 
that time subsist between the Brltuh Government and those Chieftains 

It may be proper to obscnc that the British Government at present 
consider* it to be upon terms of amity with Dowlaf Rao Sindia and that 
the Governor-General entertains the expectation of cflcctinc a satisfactory 
adjustment of all points of difftrcncc with that Chieftain 1 he enre there 
fore as applicable to Sindia. can onlv refer to the possible ihough improb- 
able event of a rupture with him The Governor General ii not desirous 
of concludlnfi general defensive arranficmcnl* with the Raja of Berar and 
ii ohiy disposed to aid him as a measure of active operation against the 
enemy of the British Government and as bcln^ calculated to prevent the 
fchemy from obtaining the resource* of the Raja s possessions or from 
Compelling the Raja to join m active operations against our territories or 
those of our allies 

4 With regard to the Second point stated In your Jispatch f am 
directed to signify to you that the Governor General will consider the 
Raja of Berar to be responsible for the conduct of his brother as it respects 
the comn^iuion of hostilities against the British Government or Its allies 
and any attack upon the territories of Ihc Bntish Government or its allies 
By' the froops of Nana Sahib will be considered as an attack on the part 
of the Raja unless His Highness- should immediately adopt the most 
vigorous measures for the suppression of *u-h an outrage. 

5 I am directed however to inform you that the Governor General 
tr desirous of observing the most conciliotmg conduct towvrdi the Raja of 
Berar His Lordslilp remarks that although the general conduct of the 
^ia has b^n much more consistent writh the relations of amity between 
the two state* than that of Sindia he has suffered in u far p-cater degree 
by the arrangements of the peace of Dcogaura and Hut Lordship is 
inifiob* to ameliorate hii condition by the restoration of the province* of 
SambaJpore and Patna, if that measure be practicable without a positive 
violation of public faith 

6 By the enclosed copy of a letter addressed by Ih^e authority of the 
Governor General to Captain Roughsedge holding the teniporary com 
mand of the Ram^urh Battalion, you will be apprized of the measures 
which HU Lordship ha* adoptea with n vucw to have >t in hU power to 
restore the province* of Sarabalporc and Patna to the Raja of E^rar 

f 

7 The Governor General in Council is anxious that the Raja shobid 
be apprized of the favourable sentiments which Hi* Lordship entei'tararf 
tovVard* the Raja and of hi* solicitude to be enabled to add to the extenf 



177 


and power of his dominions by the restoration of these provinces At the 
same time His Lordship wishes to combine with the communications of 
these favourable sentiments and intentions, a declaration calculated to 
deter the Raja from the prosecution of any designs hostile to the British 
Government The Governor-General accordingly desires that you will 
obtain an early audience of the Raja and make- a communication to liim 
to 'the following effect 

8 You will remind the Raja of the intimate friendship which subsist- 
ed between the British Government and the State of Berar during the 
former administration of Marquis Cornwallis You wiff assure him that 
His Lordship is anxious to maintain the same amicable and intimate 
relations between the two states That His Lordship is concerned at the 
occurrences which have unavoidably occasioned the reduction of his power 
and dominions and that His Lordship would gladly avail himself of any 
opportunity of improving the condition of his Government and of aug- 
menting his possessions to the extent practicable consistent with equity 
and the obligations of public faith You will further apprize the Raja that 
His Lordship has actually adopted measures with a view to enable him to 
accomplish these favourable intentions You will signify to the Raja at 
tlie same time that these sentiments and intentions are founded on the 
confidence of the Raja’s sincere disposition to observe the duties of amity 
and friendship towards the British Government and that the Raja cannot 
expect that the Governor-General should retain his solicitude for the 
improvement of his condition, while he affords any reason to doubt the 
sincerity of his professions of amity You will then proceed to state to the 
Raja that the Governor-General is appiized of the mission of Govind Rao 
Tatteah to Holkar and of the suspicious conduct of his brother in levying 
troops in Chhattisgarh and Chanda You will signify to the Raja the 
above declared, that the Governor-General will consider His H'ghness to 
be responsible for the conduct of his brother with respect to the British 
Government and its allies and that the commission of any hostilities by 
Nana Saheb against the possessions of the British Government or its allies 
will compel the British Government to adopt the most vigorous measures 
against His Highness’s dominions You will contrast the advantages 
which he is likely to derive from the prosecution of a just, unsuspicious 
and amicable course of conduct with the dangers to which he will be ex- 
posed by contrary line of policy and you will particularly signify to the 
Raja that he cannot expect to derive the benefit of His Lordship’s inten- 
tions in his favour while his brother shall continue to observe the conduct 
which has justified His Lordship’s suspicions and that every appearance of 
> hostile designs on the part both of the Raja and his brother must be 

removed before the Governor-General will carry into effect the arrange- 
ment which His Lordship has projected for the advantage of the Raja, and 
you will add that it is His Lordship’s desire to abstain from all interference 
whatever in the concerns of His Highness’s Government and to leave him 
in the unmolested and uncontrolled exercise of independent authority 

9 You will be pleased to communicate to Lieut -Colonel Wallace, 
Commanding, the Army of the Deccan at Mulkapore, such parts of this 
dispatch as be necessary for his information 

To— CAPTAIN ROUGHSEDGE 
My Dear Sir, 

The share which you had m the proceedings of Colonel Broughton on 
our western frontier, your personal acquaintance and communication with 
the principals or agents of those Chieftains and Zamindars, formerly under 

24 
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the dominion of the Raja of Herir uitli tvjiom Colonel Rrou^hton cod 
eluded cn^af^cmcnti on the part of the nrlliih Government and >our 
Ccncml knowIcdRc experience and ahUitiei have induced the Governor 
General to direct me to consult with iou on the practlcabil»t> of accom- 
pliiiiln^ an arranjti-nicnt with tliuic Chieftains and /amindari which will 
admit of our rcitorlnp cvcntuall) to the Hoja of Berar the diitrlcti of 
bambalporc and I’atna without cotnpromiiinj; our public faith 

2 It Is unncccsFarj to explain to }ou the coniidtrations which render 
the Governor General cxtrcmcl) anxious to luvt it in hli power to 
restore these potsetsloni It ii euflicicnt for the purpose of th'x letter to 
state that His I ordshln \t so and that in the present circumilanccs he 
would consider that ofijccl to be chcapl> attained b\ the lacrificc of .. 
considerable annual turn of mone> or bv grants of land applied to the 
purpose of compcnsaiinn the Chiefs and /Gmindars with whom we have 
contracted cnpaccmenls for the loss of their respective tenures U they 
should be unwilhnK to maintain them under the Marhalta Government 
or for the deterioration of their condition b> the transfer of the provinces 
of bambalporc and Patna to Ihi authoril) of the Raja of Berar if they 
should be disposed to remain in the occupation of their respective terri 
torlcB 

3 The cnnaffcmcnis having been contracted with the Chiefs and 
Zamindars pcnonall) and extending no further on our part than to pre 
elude u« from placing them again under the dominions of the Marhatta 
Without their consent it ma> perhaps be a question whether we arc not 
at libcrl) to restore the tcrritor> which lhc> occum to the Mahrafta Gov- 
ernment even with the consent of those Chiefs ind /amindars provided we 
oBcr them a reasonable eompcnsaiion as above described and afford them 
in their own persons the stipulated protection Hot whatever mav be the 
merits of this question it is not tht wish of the Governor General to pro- 
ceed at present upon that principle His lordship wishes that the suggest 
cd arrangement should be the result of a ncgotiaticyv between the British 
Government and the other parties to the existing engagements It remains 
therefore to stale some general remarks relative to the detail of the pro- 
posed arrangement and to the mode of conducting such a negotiation 

4 The Governor General is well aware of the decided aversion of all 
these Chiefs and Amindars to the Government of the hlarhattas and 
His Lordship concludes that no degree of pecuniary compensation promis 
es of security against the vengeance of the Mahratta Government although 
{Tuarantced by the British Government would Induce the Chiefs and 
Zamindars voluntarily to return under the dominion of the Mahrattas and 
that rather than submit to the Mahratta authority they would abandon 
their tenures and retire within the limits of the Companj s temtorics 
That asylum the Governor General would readily consent to afford them 
granting them a reasonable compensation cither in land or money as 
might be found most practicable and convenient The amount of com 
pensation must be regulated principally by the estimated extent of the 
profits which these Chiefs and Zamindars derive from their respective 
tenures but it ought not to be limited to that extent unless they should be 
content to accept it as an equivalent for what they may resign The 
Governor General trusts that it would not be difilcult to fix the amount 
of compensation if the Chiefs and Zamindars should consent to the 
general principle of the arrangement 

5 His Lordship now wishes that you should without delay proceed 
to open a negotiation with these persons upon the prmciplei which have 
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been stated, unless any insuperable or very material obstacles and objec- 
tions to the measure should occur to you, in which event you will state 
them for the consideration of His Lordship, and await his final prders 

6. Perhaps the most expeditious and convenient mode of commencing 
such a negotiation would be by employing the services of Ferzand Ally, 
Colonel Broughton’s agent now at Sambalpore This point however His 
Lordship leaves to your judgment and disci ction and you may consider 
yourself authorized immediately on the receipt of this letter to proceed 
upon the execution of this duty without further reference, unless you 
should deem such a reference to be necessary But you will of course 
communicate to me without delay for the information of the Governor- 
General, the mode in which you propose to prosecute the negotiations, 
together with your sentiments upon the subject of your proposed ariange- 
ment The Governor-General will be glad to be enabled to communicate 
to the Rajar pf Berar at the earliest practicable period of time his inten- 
tions with regard to Sambalpore and Patna, if there should be any pro- 
bability of success in the accomplishment of the proposed arrangement 
In the meantime a copy of this letter will be dispatched to the Resident 
at Nagpur for his information with regard to the Governor-General’s 
wishes and intentions in favour of the Raja of Berar 

I remain, etc , etc 

Fort William. N B EDMONSIONE, 

12th September 1805 Secretary to Government 

Letter No. 40 — ^The enclosure to this letter— a lettei from the Governor- 
General to the Bhonsla — is important. It conveys the sentiments 
of the Govemoi -General towards the Bhonsla and explains his 
policy towards all the Indian states — a policy of non-intervention 
and of mutual respect. 

From— N B. EDMONSTONE. SECRETARY TO GOVERN- 

MENT, 

To— M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

BankipOre, 18f/z September 1805 

In the 10th paragraph of my letter to you under date the 14th instant, 
I apprized you of the intention of the Governor-General to address a letter 
to the Raja of Berar in terms corresponding with the tenor of His Lord- 
ship’s instructions 

2 I have now the/ honour to transmit to you that letter togethr*- 
with copies in English and Persian for your information 

To— RAJA RAGHOJEE BHONSLA 


ISth Septembei 1805 

I reflect with a great degree of gratification and pleasure upon the 
perfect harmony and cordial attachment which I had the happiness to 
establish and maintain during my former administration of the Company’s 
aflairs in this country, between the British Government and the State of 
Berar 

This reflection excites in my mind a sincere solicitude for youi welfare 
and prosperity and a proportionate degree of regret at the occurrence of 
thpse events which have -unavoidably occasioned the alienation of portion 
of your ancient dominions 
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Jioii cannot lie ignorant of the general principle* which go\crncd my 
tonducl toward* all the Slate* of Ilinduitan and the Deccan during the 
^riod of ni> former adminiitration It wa* the uniform maxim of my 
Government to culiivitc the frlcndfhip and confidence of surrounding 
l'> nbitiining from an) cncroaclimcni upon their right* privilege*, 
and independence and from all mUrfcrcncc wliatuvcr In their internal 
coneerni and in their traniaction* with each other and b) promoting the 
idiu*tmcnt of all depending quctitoni upon principle* of juitlcc equity 
and moderation to refrain from the prosecution of nn> view* of conquest 
or cxtcniion of dominion* and to limit my attention to the internal pro* 
pent) of the Company % pom^siton* and to the happinc** and tranquillity 
of the Compan> * lubjcct* I have relumed to ihi* cotinirj with n rciolu 
tinn to regulate cveo act of niv adminiitration by the tame just and mode 
nlc principle* The State* which arc diipoied to remain upon term* of 
amit> with the Briliiii Government and to abstain from the prosecution 
(if dciirn* Injurious to it* Interest* will have no cause to apprehend any 
dvj rcc on our pin to cstabliili ovtr them an> degree of control or to 
intirfcrc in any manner In their internal concern* 


Confidinjc in >our HiipoiUion to maintain lhc*c amicable rclaiioni with 
till Brillsli Government mj attention lia* been directed to the means of 
compensating to the utmost practicable cjctcnl for the lottc* you have »u* 
tamed although the consequence of >our joininj^ in an hostile confederacy 
against the British power and >ow will bt apprized bv the Rc*idcnt that 
I have actual!) adopted mcaiurc* with a view to enable me to make that 
compensation to toe utmoit extent practicable consistent!) with equity 
ami with the indispensable obligations of public faith 


It will be evident to >ou however that these favourable intentions 
must bt complete!) fruitraicd bv any indication on voor part of a design 
to iavour or assist the cause of the enemies of the British Government 
f have lately received intelligence of some circumstances which justified 
a (loubt of )our intention m this respect Those circumilancc* will be 
slated to you by the Resident ft Is sulhacnl for me to intimate that the 
British Government muil consider you to be responsible for the conduct 
of all your relations subjects and sonants as far as it respects the Bntish 
Government or its allies and that even ground of doubt and suspicion 
must bt compictel) removed before the favourable Intention* which I 
have announced to you can be earned into effect 


1 trust however that the sentiment* and Intention* stated in this dli 
patch together with your knowledge of the principle* which have uniformly 
Tcguhtcd my conduct the administration of the Company * affairs will con- 
vince you of m> sincere disposition to establish and maintain the relations 
of harmony and friendship upon the solid foundations of mutual confidence 
justice equity amd public faith 


For further communication 1 refer you to the representation of thr 
Resident 


N B EDMONSTONE 

Secretary to Government 
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Lettei No. 41.— Elphinstone reports that the Bhonsla’s brother Nana 
Sahib ^vas at Chanda and had changed his attitude towards the 
British. But he was discontented owing to the loss of his terri- 
tories as a result of the tieaty of Deogaon He wanted to be com- 
pensated for his loss The Pindaris had entered Berai and some 
letters sent from Manaji Holkai at Chanda inciting them to raid 
Nagpur had been intercepted at Multai. 

From— M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To-SIR GEORGE BARLOW, GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 

Nagpur, 1th November 1805. 

Though it some time since I received the melancholy intelligence of 
the death of Lord Cornwallis I avoided mentioning it in the idea that might 
be able to accompany the communication to the Raja by assurances ex- 
pressly m your name of your intention to adhere to the promises contained 
in the late Governor-GeneraTs letter to His Highness finding however 
(hat His Excellency’s decease was not likely to remain concealed I yester 
day informed Jeswant Rao of it adding that although I had not yet receiyed 
any instructions from you I could with perfect confidence assure the Raja 
that he would find you determined to carry into effect the plan communi- 
Lated in the letter which I had the honour to deliver to him and perfectly 
well inclined to cultivate his friendship Jeswant Rao after expressing his 
^.wn sorrow for the late Noble Marquis observed that he was sure the Raj’a 
would deeply regret the loss of so great and just a man but that the opinion 
I had given respecting your intention would be highly satisfactory to him 
He then enquired in a confidential manner whether you would adhere to 
Lord Wellesley’s promises m favour of the Ministers to which I replied 
that public promises were not considered by us as of a personal nature and 
besides that he might depend upon it yon would be as desirous as either 
of the Noblemen who had latel> filled your station to manifest youf 
goodwill towards all friends of the Hon’ble Company After this sub- 
ject was concluded Jeswant Rao said that the Raja had charged him tP 
inform me that in consequence of Lord Cornwallis’s doubts and my explana 
tion of them he had sent his most confidential Minister to Chanda for 
the purpose of ascertaining his brother’s designs and that he was happy in 
having it m his power to declare that all the suspicion he had entertained 
of Nana Sahib’s intentions were now entirely removed That in course of 
Shreedhar Pundit’s conversations with Nana Sahib that prince had explained 
himself in the following manner He said he had no quarrel with the 
British and if he had he was not so foolish as to imagine that he could 
cope with them nor so negligent as not to have observed the fates of every 
Chief who had opposed himself to them even of those who began the con- 
test with far better prospects than he had He particularized the many 
cases in which the firmness and perseverance of the English had enabled 
them to humble their enemies and then repeated that he was not weak 
enough to expose himself to evils ol which he was so well aware but he 
avowed that he was dissatisfied with the Raja and that he had claims on him 
which he expected to be adjusted Jeswant Rao then briefly stated Nana 
Sahib’s discontents to arise from the^ loss he had suffered by the Treaty 
of Deogaum (the whole effects of which, he says, ought to have fallen on 
the Raja) I added that the Raja had informed Nana Sahib of the hopes 
which he entertained from the Company’s friendship and had taken it upon 
himself to make a compensation for the losses which his brother had sus- 
tamed and he concluded by Informing me that Nana Sahib would send out 
on his return to Kagpur after a short period which would* be employed 
in arranging his country which had been much neglected for several years 

» T ‘ 
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In couric of the nbo\c convcr«atlon Jctwint Rao brought in tcvcral argu 
mcnti b> \\hich Nana Sahib had endeavoured \co unnucccssfullj to elcar 
himtcif from the imputation of icndinC a Vakeel to Ilolkar and of cnciifing 
In preparation of a hoitilc nature He aUo mentioned tlial Sreedhar Pun 
dit liad atccrtaincd Nina Sahib i troopi to amount to about 3,000 Gosaicni 
and 1 000 hor#is m Chhatli«j,irh and 1 000 or men at Cnanda I am 
not certain that I ftalc the itrcnRlh of the hone corrcctl) hut Jciwant Rao 
fixed tlic above number for that of the Gosaieni and *ald it had aivsnj* been 
kept up to awe the zamtndars of the country 

Jeewant Rao then renewed bit application in favour of Lnoba Dadda 
who he ia>i it confined at Anopihtcr and I promlied to mention hit 
application to Hit nxcclicnc) Loro I^kc but Rive him no reason to expect 
that It would be luccojiful At a former viiii Jctwnnt Rao had mentioned 
flic intention of the Pindant to attack Amraoti and tinted them to have 
advanced to Mihiitdcc 40 milct from rilichpur with that duiign I ut that 
the) had now fallen back and were at n place where the roadi branched 
oil to Burhanpur and Nacpur He wid that information had been obtained 
by Scllbi, one of the Rajn 6 Naict that the) were apprized of the defence 
Icit vtotc of tbit cit) and were determined to attempt to plunder it ^nd that 
the Raja wat In conicqucncc collecting* troop* on Pandhurna with utmost 
expedition to oppoic them 1 tiid it wat cxtrcmcl) proper for the Raja 
to be on hit jiuard but that luch arranpcmcnti had been adopted Iw Colonel 
Wallace at rendered Rcrar pcrfcctl) safe and that the Pindari* had given 
no proof* of enterpnze tufficicnt to wirrant an explanation that they would 
venture to far into the countr) ac Nagpur It ii however observable that 
if the Pindari* arc anywhere near the 5Iahaiidcc the) arc in the rear of 
the Raja i chain of troop* and might tend parties up to this place in eon 
sequence of which most of the better sort of people have b«n deterred 
from making the pilgrimijfc to Ramtek and that fair is this year thinly 
attended The following circumstance was mentioned b> Jeswant Rao at 
n former visit when the Pindari* were at the village of Ramababory a pair 
of Hlrcarra* were *eizcd at Mullai carrying letter* to their camp The 
letter* were examined and two of them were unsigned and the third bore the 
signature of Maunajee Holkar The substance of all three was nearly the 
same information to the Pindari* that there was no troops Nagpur invi 
tition* to advance on that town and assurance* that (he wntcr wa* true 
to his engagements and would not fall to carry the proposed arrangement 
into effect The Hircarrai when cxamlDcd proposed Ignorance of the wntcr 
of thete letter* but Mid they were delivered to them at Gerir on the Chanda 
road Mahajee Naik wa* immediately sent to Gerir with o number of Hir 
carras to icarch the neighbourhood but made no dUcovenc* I have not 
heard any satisfactory reason for the Irruption of the Pindani subsequent 
to their treaty with the Raja Jeswant Rao state* that they have not yet 
heard of the Koia i agreeing to what wa* proposed by them At the fast 
visit Jciwant Rao mentioned that Goojoba had been heard of at Sheoni 
near Hooshingabad that place not being in the Bhonila s dominions he 
halted there and entertained 25 horses Jeswant Rao said he ffa* certainly 
going to join Berjee Rao Ghatky 

The secret Intelligence I have received and the common reports of Nag 
pur confirm the account given by Jeswant Rao of the causes of Nana Sahib t 
discontent* It is commonly believed that Nana Sahib claims a corapenia 
tion from hii brother on the ^ound that he never had a share of the add! 
tions made by th© Raja to h\s hereditary dominions and therefore ought 
not to partake of hi* losses That his original Jageer of 3 00 000 rupee* i* to 
much less by the cession of the Sambalporc and the part of Borar acBoIning 
to Charttia that he ha* nbt a sufficiency tor hit support and that unlCrt the 
Rajd will filAke a more ample provision for him he will b6 obliged to enter 
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into some semce to enable him to maintain himself and his dependents 
and the service to which his views are directed is commonly believed to 
be that of H'olkar It is sufficiently evident that„ whatever may have been 
Nana Sahib’s plans he has given no proof of his intention to lay them 
aside except some conditional provisions to Shreedhar Pundit As he has 
not accompanied that Minister to Nagpur, it is probable that he wishes to 
be put in possession of some addition to his Jagheer before he returns or 
if he entertained a design of joining Holkar he may wish to see the result 
of that Chief’s first operations before he comes to my determination 


Letter No. 42.— Elphinstone is asked to asceitain the attitude of Nana 
Saheb towards his brothei and the British Government. He is 
informed of the negotiations going on with the Sindhia and of the 
intentions of the Holkar The enclosuie contains instructions to 
Captain Roughsedge that may be helpful in dealing with the 
situation of Patna and Sambalpur provinces as result of the 
attitude of Nana Saheb, 


From— N. B EDMONSTONR, SECRETARY TO GOVERN- 
'MENT, 

To-M ELPHINSTONE. RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Allahabad, \5th November 1805 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your several dispatches 
of the dates and numbers noted below — 

No 71, dated the 22nd August 

No 1, dated the 4th September. ^ 

To the Secy , dated the 9th September 

No 2, dated the 22nd September 

To Secy , dated the 3rd October 

r No, 3, dated the 7th October* 

No 4, dated the 10th October. 

No 5, dated the 15th October 

No. $, dated the 18th October 


A/T' general tenor of your communications 

Minsters in your several conferences with them are 
the Hon ble the Governor-General 


to the Raja and his 
entirely approved by 


3. The subject of 
General principally to 
ings of Nana Saheb, 


your dispatches which appears to 
require notice is that which relates 


the Governor- 
to the proceed- 


4 The Governor-General is disposed to believe that the Raia has nn 
the measures and proceedings of his brother and that the allLed 
actually exists The Governor-General is alS 
h ! has sincerely endeavour^ to disLade 

his brother from the prosecution of the measures whatever thev mfv Hp 
which he appears to have m contemplatiQij^ nacever ttiey may be, 
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5 If the object of Nana Sahib ihould be to render hlmielf Independ- 
ent of hii brother it it to be expected that the Raia wlli be diipoicd to 
eniplo) n force ajtiinit him imiefi he ihould doubt hit own power to 
trducc hit brother to obedience and If Nana Sahib ihould actually citabliih 
bi» independence It would he cqualK improntablc and unjuil to render 
the Raja rcspontiblc for nn> acti of hit brother afTcctmc tlic riRhti of the 
Briilth Government and itt aliics In tuch cate Nana Sahib would itand 
towardt the Uritich Government in the relation of an indcpcndant State 
llu until thii ttatc of faclt thall actuall> have occurred the Rritiih Govern 
ment it juttificd in coniidcrinjj the Raia of Berar reipontible for hit 
brother t icti at fir at thc> rcipcct to the interettt of the Briliih Govern 
ment and itt aliiet 

6 With reference to thit tupposed ttatc of facti the followinj; caic* 
are to he considered — 

Irt — Nana Sahib ma> continue to embody troop* for the tolc purpose 
of cttabliihinc hit Independence and without an> intention of invadinj? the 
province* of bimbalpoo. and Patna or of directinR hit force againit the 
Compan> t posscnlom 

2nd — Hit object ma> be to combine with the citablithmcnt of hi* 
Independence of the icizurc of the province* o( Sambalporc and Patna and 
the mvaiion of Cuttack 

7 In the former ease the only question which arise* with rcfjard to 
the Britiih Government i* whether the negotiation with the Zamlndar* of 
Patna and Sambalporc shall be prosecuted and upon this sut^ect I am 
directed to obsenc that the proposed arrancement with rctwra to those 
province* is founded not ont> upon the disposition of the British Govern 
ment to auffment the territorial dominion of the Raja of Berar but also 
upon a desire to relieve the Rntish Government from the inconvenient 
obligation to extend In protection to those distant countnc* In the case 
under coniideration it ma> be doubted whether the Raja of Berar could 
derive any benefit from the proposed transfer But the object of avoidmp 
the necessity of protecting those province* render it advisable in the judge- 
ment of the Governor General to press the negotiation It is under the 
Impression of this sentiment that the instructions of the 4th iniant to Cap- 
tain Roughsedge a copy of which is enclosed for your information have 
been Issued 

8 With regard to the second comidcration above stated if Nana Sahib 
ihould proci^ to the invasion of Sambalporc or Patna before the propo^ 
arrangement with the ^mlndars shall have been completed it will remain 
for decision whether the British Government ihould proceed to act against 
Nana Sahib ns against a public enemy or offer to the Zammdars with whom 
engagement* were concluded asylum and provision within the British 
rerntones 

9 Until you shall have reason to be completely satisfied that Nana 
Sahib IS acting without the concurrence of the Raja I am directed to 
observe that it will be proper you should induce the Raja to believe that 
be will held responsible for hi* brother » act* a* far aw they reipect the 
nghti of the British Government and its allies according to the instruction* 
already in your possession but the Governor General docs not *Ietm It 
proper that under any circumstance* jou should proceed to the length of 
quitting the Raja s Court or of requinng the advance of Colonel Wallace • 
army towards tne frontier of hii temtory without further initniction* 
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10 In the present reduced condition of the Raja’s power he may be 
unable to suppress the rebellion of his brother and the consciousness of his 
weakness may induce him to remain inactive although his brother should 
bo actually in a state of rebellion The Raja’s inactivity, therefore, will not 
necessarily constitute anv evidence of his participation or concurrence in 
his brother’s schemes Upon this point, however, your information will 
enable you to form a more correct judgment 

11 The intelligence contained in your dispatches is corroborated by 
that which has been transmitted by Captain Roughsedge from which it 
appears to be certain that a considerable force is actually assembled at 
Rultunporc and is continually jaugmcnting apparently under the direction 
of Nana Sahib 

12 I am directed to observe that your reply to the Raja’s proposition 
of becoming a mediator for the settlement of differences between the British 
Government and Dowalt Rao Sindia as reported in your dispatch No 4 
dated lOlh ultimo was perfectly proper 

13 You will have been apprized by my dispatch of the 13th ultimo 
of the state of the negotiation with Dowlat Rao Sindia It is superfluous 
to add that the Raja’s mediation is entirely inadmissible 

14 With reference to that part of your dispatch above mentioned 
which relates the substance of your conference with the Raja and his Ministei 
on the subject of a pacification with Holker, I am directed to inform you 
that the British Government is prepared to grant to that Chieftain terms of 
accommodation founded on the basis of his restoration to a part of his 
former possessions whenever such an accommodation can be combined with 
reasonable security for his observance of a pacific line of conduct towards 
the British Government and its allies ana that the most active measures are 
in progress with a view either^ to compel Holker to accede to such terms 
or to effect the complete extinction of his power. This intimation will 
enable you to meet similar enquiries on any future occasion 

15 Holkar is engaged in endeavouring to induce the Sikh Chieftains 
to join his cause, but he has met with no encouragement and the military 
dispositions of the Right Hon’ble Lord Lake are calculated to preclude the 
practicability of Holkar’s return towards H'lndostan or towards the northern 
part of the Doab without recounting g British force 

16 The Army under the command of Major-General Jones has taken 
up .1 position m the Sheikhjvuttee to the northward of Jaipore A con- 
siderable force under Lieut -Colonel Burns was by the latest accounts m 
pursuit of Holkar’s infantry and guns in a direction northwest of Delhi 
Major-General Dowdeswell with a large detachment occupies a position in 
the Doab near Panipat and the Right Hon’ble Lord Lake with a large 
body of Cavalry, Infantry and guns had advanced by the latest advices to 
the vicinity of Delhi 

17 Sindia by the latest advices was proceeding to Ajmer which forms 
a part of his dominion Moonshee Kavil Nyne who is in attendance upon 
the Right Hon’ble Lord Lake, has been vested with full powers on the part 
of Sindia to conclude an adjustment of all pending questions with the 
British Government and there is every reason to expect a speedy and satis- 
factory conclusion of the negotiation under instructions for that purpose 
with which His Lordship has been furnished by the Governor-General 
In the mean time a perfect amity and^ good understanding subsists between 
the British Government and that Chieftain. 

25 
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18 In rcpl> to lltat part of jour dispatch of the 10th ultimo which 
stale* the wish of the Minister Mirccdltar Pundit that wlicn letters arc 
addressed to the Kaja b> the Governor General letters to a similar purport 
►honld he nddre^^td to him 1 nm directed to inform jou that the 
Governor General will rcadil) c(>mp!> with the request provided an> letter 
from the Kaia to the Governor General be first accompanied b> an addreu 
from the Minuter flic Minister cannot reasonabi) expect that the 
Governor General should commence a correaipondcncc of that nature with 
0 person In tne ministers inferior siliiation 

19 I am further direTted to inform >ou that the Rajas ministers 
liavlnp now consented to ricehc the pensions proposed to be ^jranted to 
them b> the British Government with the knowlcdjjc and consent of the 
Raja the nccessar) orders will he issued for pivint; effect to the proposed 
nrranitemcnt when the Governor General s mind shall be relieved of all 
doubt and suspicion witli rccard lo the designs of the Raja Until that 
lime it IS not rcasunahk to expect that the British Government shoul 1 In 
cur the expense of the proposed peatsions and it ma> be proper that >ou 
should intimate to the Minister iltal those pensions will not hove n retros* 
pcctivc operation 

20 The Governor General cnlircl> approves the whole of >our pro- 
ctedinRs as communicated in >oor several dispatches 

21 The Governor General it disposed to believe the report which 
>011 received from the Raja s ministers with re;tard lo the facts and circum 
stances of the fliplit of I lit Uishncsss nephew Goojabba 

To-CAPTAIN ROUGHSFDGC 

StR 


1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of >our dispatch of the 6th 
instant In repiv to the instructions of Government contained In mj letter 
of the 26th ultimo and to state to )OU the sentiments ond instructions which 
>our communications have suj^csted 

2 The principal points for determination arc- 

first — Whether the designs of Nana Sahib against Sambalporc and 
Patna supposing that he actual}} entertains those designs in 
concert with the Mahratta Officers m Ruttanporc should 
effect the prosecution of the measures prescribed by the 
Governor General s instructions of the ^th ultimo for the pur 
pose of enabling the British Government to transfer those 
provinces to the Raja of Berar 

Second — Whether the disposable part of the Ramghur Battalion 
should proceed lo Sambalporc with reference cither to the 
prosecution of those measure* or to the protection of Sarabal 
pore and Patna or to both those objects 

3 The onlj apparent objection to the prosecution of the prescribed 
measures with respect to the provinces of ^mbalporc and Patna under 
our knowledge of the supposed view’s of Nana Sahib originates m the bad 
effect which maj- be supposed to result from our ostensible adherence to 
the original design of transferring those provinces to the Raja of Berar as 
an act of grace at the moment when we have reason to believe that the 
liaja s brother entertains the design of taking possession of them by force of 
arms especially as the Raja (although he professes his disapprobanon of 
the conduct of liis brother and his inability to restrain it) has been distinctly 
apprized that the British Government will consider him to be responsible 
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for l\i‘' hroflior’'? I'lic ncfml pro'^coution of !iis dc'Jicn on tlic p.irf of 

i\ in.i Sdnh ni i\ tend (o cHiuntor.uM the inipre‘'';u)n and tiic bonciit of our 
iil'Cralit\ \^hllc P .mnihihiiv the pronml on which the Go\crnnicnt of 
Ih r.ir cm Ih' ion‘:uli'id to po<;vcsc ,itn protcti'^ion to tlie jiroposcd indul- 
fionce Hui mo! PC', (he (.Oiiditiou wliieli the .icconipli'^hnicnt of our 
f.’Nourihic intent ions witli rej'ird to tfic Rai.i hn^- iicen detl.ircd to depend 
.uui I on^i ijucnt!\ the pro'^MUtion of tho'-e favour.ihic intentions under 
'^uch t iicumet.intc'- nn\ he nsrrthed to (lie cfTects of our apprehension 
rnlher than of oui lihir.ihtv ’! hi^ iihjeititm howe\er applies to tiie actual 
c\eculion of thoH intentions lather thin to the prosecution of the measures 
prepirUor\ to it 

j It eannoj he issnmed is i pospoc f ict that Nan.i Saiiih entert.iins 
(iu^e hostile dssi.rns uul at all eseips p is not proh ihle (hat he will hazard 
the oonsetiuences of am lu'side attempts unless encouritied h\ a \er> un- 
fnounhle ispiti of our all nrs '! he proposed arraniiemcup nn\ he 
relinc|uishe(l at im stTuo of P. pro'^ress. if circ urnsiatue*' should render P 
ncct.'-sirv to reMdu' the intendid lihcnlits of the British Gosernment d'iic 
( io\ «M nor-Cu lu r il is iumous to ht p lihi rl\ to earn that an mrCcment into 
C'fToct upon the double prituipk of lOiuiliPim' the Raja of lieiar and of 
rclieMim (he British Gosernment fr«*m the incomcntetiCL of extendinfT Its 
protection to smh (list int limits is tho'c of Simhalpore and Patna and is 
tin lefore umvilliipi to retard the prosecmtion of tlu meisures preparators 
to the Kcomplisliment of the proposed arrinttement under ippearanccs 
which mn or mn not he reali/td ind whuli until reali/td do not in the 
judgment of (he Go\ ernor-Geiu ral oppose an\ objection to the prosecu- 
tion of those prepnrators measures 

5 'I'he Gov crnor-Gcnerars furilur of opinion that the evidence 
vlijch the prosecution of those measures will aflord of otir desire to trans- 
fer the provinces in (piestion to the R ij.i of Bcrar, mav hive the cITccf of 
pultinji a stop to an\ dcsitin on the part either of the Raja of Berar or liis 
brother to attempt the occupation of those provinces In force of .arms 

h For these reasons the Governor-General deems p advisable that 
you should prosecute vour journev towards Simhalpore for the purpose of 
ontennu upon the presenhed nejrotiation As von advance vou will he able 
to obtain more acciirntc mtcllijicncc and the nature of that intellijjcncc will 
.afford the means of rcjiulnlinw ilie Govcrnor-Gcncral’.s future instructions 
(o vou for the jjuidancc of vour conduct 

7 With rcajtrd to the second question stated at the commencement 
of this dispatch whether (he disposable part of (he Ramwiuir Battalion 
should proceed to Samhalporc, T am directed to sijfnifv to you tliat advert- 
ing to the dcficicncv of troops m the south-eastern provinces, tlic Governor- 
General is very averse to the measure of nuthonzing the izarch of the 
Ramghur Battalion to such a distance ns Samhalporc 

8 The effectual protection of Samhalporc and Patna against the 
alleged designs of Nana Sahib would probably require a force of much 
greater extent than that of tlic disposable part of the Ramghur Battalion 
But at all events it would be imprudent to expose that limited detachment 
to the hazard of resisting a force such as is stated to be collecting on the 
part of the Mahratta and as the designs imputed to Nana Sahib appear to 
be combined with the project of invading the Company’s territories by the 
route of Sonepore or perhaps by a more northern route, the actual prose- 
cution of those designs would probably require on our part, arrangements 
of ? different and more extensive nature than that of dispatching a small 
detachment to Sambalpore, and such as might require the disposable part 
of the Ramghur Battalion in another situation 
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9 Another obpcclion to the march of ihil dcMchmcnt lo Samhalporc 
nitpcar* lo be lhai if llit dctipnfi imputed to Nana Sahib nctuall> exist this 
measure will manifest our suspicion of those dcsicns uhich for the reason 
nlrcad) slated it Is not advisable to declare 

10 The Governor General Is not nwarc of the ncccs^llj of >our bcinff 
ntirnded bv tlic disposable part of the Ramchur naitilion mcrcl> for the 
purpose of conducting the prescribed ncRotntlon which docs not appear 
to involve nn) objects either of a defensive or olTcniivc nature It will 
of course be proper however that >ou shouh! be accompanied b> a small 
ricort as provcedinr upon a mission on the part of the Rntisb Government 
In the event of an actual invasion of iht province of Sambalporc or Patna 
in prosecution of the deticn imputed lo Nana Sahib It would be improper 
lint >ou sliould proceed and under anv circumstances the Governor 
General trusts that >ou can have no diflicuft) in providing for >our safety 
b\ a rtlrcal It appears however lo the Governor General lo be cxlrcmcl) 
improbable that under an> circumstances whatever the Mahrafta troops 
siiould attempt lo molest you. cspccialK as the avowed object of >our 
mifiion IS of a nature favourable to the uovemment of Rcrar 

11 Orders will be issued lo the Collector of Rebar directing him to 
advance for >our use the sum of 20 000 rupees 3grccabl> lo jour suggestion 

12 The Go\cmor*Gcncral desires that jou will continue to corres 
pond rvgiilarlv wiili the Resident at Nagporc on all points connected with 
the objects of jour million 

13 The persons whom jou stale to have been arnrehenued in the 
district of Khcriar maj at >ou suggest be hereafter dchvercd up to the 
Soubatidar of Ruttanporc 

14 ^ou will be pleased to transmit a duplicate of all vour dupatches 
to me to the Prciidcncj for the Information of the Hon ble the Vice- 
President in Council 


Allahabad 

[h llt/i Novemfcer 1805 


I have the honour to be 
Sir 

"^our most obedient humble sen*ant 

N B EDMONSTONE 
Secretary to Goecmmcnl 


Letter No 43 — Elphlnstonc reports the conv'crsation he had with some of 
the principal officers of the Raja regarding the cession of certain 
territories and also the mov*cn]enl5, depredations and activities 
of the F^ndaris 

From— M ELPHINSTONE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 
To-THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 


Nagpur 2Sth Noremher 1805 

Having wrote to Jcfwant Rao to enquire after some of hii family who 
bad been surrendered by the Pindane* In Gondallee be came on the 20th 
to inform me of their being relieved and having arrived in this neighbour 
hood He also mentioned that intelligence had been received from Pounar 
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(i55 miles south-west of Nagpore) of the Pmdanes having appeared in that 
neighbourhood and that the Raja was m consequence about to make every 
exertion to collect a force to the southward of his capital At this visit, 
1 took advantage of something he said about the restoration of the Raja’s 
possessions, to remark that I was afraid he had entertained some mistaken 
notions about the intended restoration I was led to that opinion by what 
he said about a letter to the Nizam It was not incumbent on me to enter 
into any explanations on the subject as Lord Cornwallis had himself (?) his 
intentions to the Raja, who I had no doubt understood them, perfectly, 
bur that I was desirous to give him (Jeswant Rao) all the light I myself 
possessed regarding His Lordship’s design, I said I was confident that His 
Excellency, though anxious to show his friendship for the Raja, by as much 
liberality as was just and reasonable had never entertained thought of laking 
the Nizam’s country from him, or of otherwise altering the state of India, 
that His Lordship would no doubt have specified to the Raja, the territory 
which he meant to give, had it not been, that the cession did not depend 
entirely on himself and consequently he could not be certain what country 
he would assign to the Raja although he was determined to make some 
addition to his territories Jeswant Rao saying something about His 
Lordship’s profession of desire to restore the Raja to his ancient power, I 
said that Lord Conrwallis had declared his designs in the Raja’s favour to 
be limited by justice and good faith, and had alluded to the cause of the 
reduction of the Raja’s power, a consideration which could not be forgotten 
in determining the amount of territory which was to be restored I observ- 
ed that Lord Cornwallis had said little to me about his intentions, besides 
what was contained in his letter to the Raja, and that you had simply con- 
firmed His Excellency’s promise without either modifying or explaining it, 
but that the remark I had made appeared to me to be necessary, and that 
I had communicated them to prevent misconception on his part Jeswant 
Rao thanked me, and said I might depend on his not divulging what I had 
said, to which I replied by saying that I had no doubt the Raja understood 
Lord Cornwallis’ letter as well as I did, but that I wished Jeswant Rao to 
entertain what I had said to make everything as clear as possible Jeswant 
Rao then asked whether any answer had been received to my reference, 
respecting his (Shreedhar Pundit’s) pensions, and went on to say that Shree- 
dhar Pundit was particularly desirous of having land m the Company’s 
territories and if possible about Benares instead of payments in money that 
he also was desirous of such an arrangement, and they would be very grate- 
ful if it could be carried into effect, to this I answered that I would report 
their wishes, but that I remembered Sir Arthur Wellesley’s objections to 
giving him lands in the British Provinces, and that I imagine the reasons for 
that refusal were still m force Jeswant Rao begged me to state Shreedhar 
Pundit’s wish and added that if the pension could not be given in land, 
Shreedhar Pundit was desirous that he might have such sunnuds as would 
secure his pension to him under anv changes To this I answered that such 
sunnuds would be granted as he himself had received for his present 
pension 

On the 22nd I received a letter from Colonel Wallace, of which I had 
the honour to forward a copy to the Secretary in the Political Department 
It appeared from that dispatch that all the Pmdanes retired into the Raia’s 
country, and I thought it probable they would continue on the frontier 
making invasions in such parts of the one countrv as they saw ungu-rded, 
and retiring into the other on the approach of any force sent to pursue 
them It seemed very desirable that the Officer Commanding the Army of 
the Deccan, should have it In his power to attack them while preparing for 
an incursion, and to prevent their lying the Nizam’s frontier I therefore 
sent a message to Jeswant Rao informing him of the repulse of the Pmdanes 
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from Hcrar and rt<iucihnfr lo know uhclhcr It would be acrccohlc to the 
Uaja if the Unluh 1 roopt were lo follow the Pindarics into llis Uifihncii* 
dominions, adding that I did not know whether Col Wallace would be 
desirous ot doing so but \Mslu.d lo be Informed m time of Ihs Ilinhnessi 
icntiments on the subject Jcswnnt Kao said he had no doubt the Raja 
would rcadiK agree lo tlic armies cntcrnc liii dominions, at the same lime 
he expressed his apprehension thni the Nixam s Troops might not be lo 
orderK and inoffeniivc as he was sure the nriliih would be Jeswant Rao 
described the main bod> of the Pindarics lo be at Tull)gong Duispassra 
and their designs to be agiinit Nagpur Next morning car)> Jeswani Rao 
and Jalktilnn Rno came to me and Informed n^c that the Kuja was much 
pleased at the prospect of the Compan) s J rotms following the Pindarics 
that he had prefect confidence in flic British Officers and would be \cry 
bappj if tlic) would puriiiL the Pindirics e%en up to Nagpur Jeswani Rao 
then W(.nt on to iiy that the priscnt was a \cr> nsotirablc occasion for d s 
lro>i^ the formidable band of pbmdcrcrs that Smdia Ind giNcn eiders to 
hts officers at Sconi lo attack them that he had 3 000 men and was soon to 
be joined b\ Jaggoba Rapoo who was ot Shahjalanpoor with an Armr 
that Sindn Ind applied lo the Ran to prc\cni their escaping through Inc 
hills that I Its Highness according!) intended lo exert himself against 
them being sensible that their power and confidence was rapidl) increasing 
and that if the) were not sncadily checked there would be no iafct> for 
qn) rcgulir Government tnat the Pindarics liad now attacked countries 
undc^ the protection of the Bnllth and hod avowed an intention of laying 
waste the counir> up to H)dcrabad that if the> were allowed to go un 
punished the) would never let tbn an opportunit) of attacking Berar and 
that if the) were vlgorouil) pressed now ihn must soon be destroyed He 
dwell particularly on the circumstance of their wealth and families being 
lodged in Hundia and laid if that place were once reduced their power 
would be entirely broken He mentioned that the Pindarics had offered 
to restore Sindta s counir> and join his Army but that he had rejected 
their offer 


The following ii as correct an account as 1 can obtain of the late Incur 
lion of the Pindarics These plunderers luucd from the hills at ''autmree 
and Aubnand and moved directI) on Amraoti I hove reason to think that 
they were not so successful in plundering Dcwolwarra as 1 before stated 
them to have been on their repulse from Amraoti they retired to Coorra 
Mangrool on the Wardha thc> then broke into iraall parties, some of 
which moving north destroyed the villiujc of Tuesa and committed depre* 
datloni on those of Solbany Carlnja Kondhali Dlgras Dorkee Panjrcc, 
Selgflon Huttec Sindawamcc but the greater part moved south and 
paAially plundered the villages of Am Dcorl Nachangaon Anji Bounair 
iKjni iullygaon Duisahaisra Wauheegaon Aliporc etc Some of their 
parties ravaged the country round Geemr destroyed the village of Wagholy 
and sent a few hone up to Coucc 16 miles south-east of Nagpur 
Nana Sahibs Paugah consisting of 400 horse it also said to have been 
plundered at Ningun Ghat where it was stationed The farthest point to 
the southward where I have heard of the Pindarics appearing is Voince 
Kotta (in the Nirara s country) which place and Wanory in its neighbour 
hood they attacked six days ago It is reported that they went as far 
Rallygaon but I do not know with what truth the greater part of them 
certainly assembled somewhere to the south of Karanja encamped 3 Goss 
north of that place on the 20th when their parties again advanced to 
Kondhali it appears to have been their intention at that time to re-enter 
Berar and penetrate to the lulls north of Ellichpore but Sabbat Khan 
having taken up a position which prevented their doing so and being 
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niarmcd by the approach of the British Cavalry under Colonel Doveton, 
they changed their plan and retired by Palsinga, Ncncare and the Ghats 
cast of Salburdv towards Multai A tew of their stragglers fell into the 
hands of the Raja’s officers, and I believe were put to death The Pinda- 
rics appear to ha\c advanced with great rapidity on this inroad, and to 
ha\e retreated at a very moderate rate for two days, that I have certain 
information of their motions, (hey do not appear to have marched more 
than 12 or 14 miles a day On their advance, they took nothing but 
xaluable articles, but as they were going off, they appear to have loaded 
themselves with pillage and earned off many women and such prisoners 
as they thought would pay a large ransom They forced the villagers to 
c irrv their plunder, and seized many cattle for the same purpose, several 
hundreds of vhich with their least valuable booty, they abandoned at Paul- 
singN' The party which made this incursion arc commanded by the 
nephew of Sectoo They are said to be remarkably well mounted and 
irmed with swords and spears, firearms being rare among them; they are 
also described as being verv alert and paying largely for intelligences 
They made little impression on the walled places, they attacked but have 
committed great cruelties in the defenceless villages, on which they made 
anv stay, putting the inhabitants to torture to make them discover where 
their wealth was concealed The Raja’s countrj^ is said to have suffered 
materiallv from the incursions though it onlv lasted 8 days. 
At the time when the Pindarics were to the southward, there was 
the greatest alarm and confusion in Nagpur, which was increased by the 
people, who crowded m from the villages near the City and spread exagge- 
rated accounts of the appearance of the Pindaries in their neighbourhood 
The Raja began to call in his troops that were out foraging from the time 
the Pindaries came to Berar but he seems to have greatly increased his 
exertions since they appeared to the 'outhward He then ordered the 
Army at Chappara to march to this place and sent a Treasure to pay part 
of the arrears of the troops without which it is probable thev would not 
have moved He directed the party which had assembled at Bazargaon to 
march to Kondhali, Barry, where they were joined by some reinforcements 
from Nagpur with five guns Amrut Rao, the Raja’s principal Buckshee, 
pitched his tents on the 19th about a quarter of a mile from this place, and 
the Raja has spent the greater part of his time ever since in endeavouring 
to persuade his troops to move out to join the Buckshee It is a 'Strong 
proof of the weakness and irregularity of his Government that though there 
are 4,000 men in Nagpur, the Raja has not hitherto been able to ollect 
more than 700 or 800 and a great part of those, return every night into the 
city At this period, when he was under most apprehensions, my secret in- 
telligence represented the Raja's having been divided between a project of 
formally inviting the Company’s assistance, and a plan for pacifying the 
Pindaries with further cessions On this last head a serious difference is 
said to have arisen between Shreedhar Pundit and the Raja , the former 
having pointed out in severe terms, the follv of relying on the faith of such 
unprincipled robbers and strongly urged His Highness to pay his troops, 
and trust the safety of his country to a more becoming line of policy In 
consequence of his dispute Shreedhar Pundit was absent from the Durbar 
foi some days He has now returned and the Raia appears to be inclined 
to adopt the measures which the Minister is said to have recommended, 
though It IS reported that he is again negotiating with the Pindaries 


You will observe Hon’ble Sir, from my letters to Colonel Wallace of 
which copies have been transmitted to the Political Secretary that the 
Raja has so disposed his troops as to oppose any future inroad, and that 
he 18 extremely desirous of the co-operation and assistance of our troopa 
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In dtvnblinF; flic Pindanci from rcncwinj; fhcir incunloni Whfltc\cr uic 
II made of hli invilation it nflordu a Mliifactory proof of hit reliance on 
tile cliaracfcr of our ofTiccn and hli confidence on the Rood conduct and 
dliciplinc of the British Troops 


Letter No AA — riphlnstonc Intlmatci; the Intention of the Bhonsla to 
comnenMte Ills brother Nana Saheb for the losses he has suffered 
b> tnc Taat\ of UcoRion The actbillcs of Nana ‘^heb In 
suppressing the Raja of Solnjjpur and the mo\‘cments of the 
I’indaris under their leaders, arc mentioned 

Irom-M riPIIINSTONI RrSIDPNT AT NAGPUR 
ro-TIir GOVI UNOR GPNI RAL. 


No/ifyur, 10th December 1805 

I had formcrlj the honour to report to )OU that Jetuant Rao had 
informed me of the Raja s intention of making some compcnialion to 
Nana Sahib for hit lonci b> tlie Treaty of Dcogaon I haic since heard 
that His Ilighncii lins granted him tnc pergunnahs of Maungaon and 
Wanoor in addition to uhat ht had before fhe Raja still continues to S3> 
that Nim Sahib y.ill return immediate!) to Nagpur, and has onl) been pro- 
sented h> the Incursions of the Pindarics from doing so before My 
accounts from Ratannnrc rcprctcni the report of his intended journey to 
ha\c abated Thej turthcr state most of tnc Gosaini to haac moved from 
that quarter towards Chanda either b) order from Nana Sahib or for the 
purpose of demanding their pa> Nana Sahib is said to have beM^n lately 
engaged in a pctl> expedition against Sohagpur of y.h\ch the following 
arc the particulars — 

About four )can ago Nana Sahib undertook an cimedition at the Raja 
of Berar fc instigation against Govindjcc the Raja of Sohagpur p-hom ho 
took prisoner and released immediately before tnc war with us on certain 
conditions all of which the Daghcla broke Since that time I believe there 
have been predatorv incursions on both sides and about the end of Septem 
ber Nana Sahib began to form a corps of Paurdana near Amerkantak 
which at last amounted to near 2 000 men and was commanded ^ Hybat 
Hao Gywut This force Intel) made an attempt to penetrate into Sohagpur 
country through a defile beyond Amorkantak but were repulsed and arc 
now at the foot of the pass It is said in Ratanpur that they are now order 
cd with all the troops at that place and eleven guns to assemble on Rypur 
but this measure had not actually taken place The officers at Ratanpore 
are recruiting slowh but they are said to be busied in preparing stores and 
collecting groin The force there may be 500 horse and 500 foot under a 
Jemadar named Dhan Singh He has had orders to complete hii corps to 
1 000 men but has not been given money for the purpose. Nana Sahib i* 
reported to have from 1,500 to 2 000 men at Jubbulpore on the Nerbudda 
^ome of hii troops have been there for raonev matters but I have not been 
able to ascertain for what purpose they arc intended 

Ballajce Eswant Slndia s Vakeel and Atma Ram Paugnavees have at 
least obtained the Raja s leave to quit Nagpur and arc toon to proceed 
on their journey Their intrigues have always been represented bv the 
Kaja s ministers as the cause of all the dliturbanccs which have lately 
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nri‘:cn in this countr}*, nnd <511011 conduct is vcrj consistent witli the charac- 
ter ind principles of this Go\crnmcnl It is probable tliaf the statements 
of tile ministers arc well founded Thej further represent these persons, 
that one of them is a public minister of Sindia, as beinjf itiuded m dieir 
plots In Sirjce Rao Galkcy 

1 h.ue certain inleUiftcnce from Ujjain of the arrival of Goojabba at 
tint plate and of his havintt Msited Khandojee Hoozia, Sindia’s principal 
oiiHxt there and declared his intention of procccdin^^ to the Camp of tlie 
Chief l>\ the sime aceounls, it appears that Ghatkej has returned from 
tile neitthbourhood of Ruttlam to near Mandsoor Juj^itoba Baupoo is 
stated to be at no jtreat distance from him, but no expedition appears to 
be entertained of his attackinjt him Jeo Lai and Kamroojee Bijewar 
ai'>pear to hn\c separated from Serjee Rao I understand they are near 
Kanpore A force represented as amount injj to 10,000 men but probably 
much weaker, was about 20 da)s ajto at Newree near Kanoice, betw'cen 
ibjain and Nerbudda It is commanded In Jotiba Maniea, Lost Moham- 
med, the son of Keroo Pituiirri, and Kadir IGksli, the son of Burrun Pin- 
d irra Jotiba jti\cs out that he is sent bv Sindia to attack Berar Another 
report is, that he is sent to deliver Sindia's countr\ from the Pindaries 
It r« liowe\er most ^tenerallj believed that he is an adventurer, wdio intends 
to )Oin the Pindarics Scetoo is at Jclouda, near Hundia with a small 
pirtN lie has also a party near Sconi and Hoshanj'abad, besides that 
wlileli latclj attacked Berar which is represented as a considerable portion 
of his whole force 

Karim is at Ashtah, west of Bhopal There arc reports of his intending 
to cross tlic Nerbudda, but lie has not yet made any movement which indi- 
cates such a design 

The Raja’s army from Chapara has arrived at Kamptcc and another 
Corps of about 2,000 men wdth 4 Guns is somcw’hcrc near Kondhali, it is 
meant to be stationed at Katol, a place about 30 miles north-cast of Nag- 
pore, but the R ija sccm> unable to move his tioops to their .ntended posts 
for w’ant of monev I have informed the Raja’s ministers of such parts of 
the orders transmitted to me in Mr Edmonstonc’s dispatches dated 
November as wc redirected to be communicated to them 

I have done m>sclf the honour of transmitting to the Persian Secretary 
to the Raja of Berar’s letter and Khcrceta from him, requesting your 
acceptance of some clothes and jcw’cls and of an elephant which he has sent 
to Allahabad 

The Raja’s letter is accompanied by one from Shreedhar Pundit wrote 
at my suggestion, and one from Jeswant Rao 

P. S — ^Since I wrote the above I have received a visit from. Jcsw'ant 
Rao, who came to show me a note from a person calling himself Bconi Rao 
Chitnavese to Serjee Rao Ghatkcy to the Raja of Berar It svas dated 
Goomgaon south of Nagpur and states that the writer had been 
sent by Holkar and his master for the purposes which he would explain 
personally Jeswant Rao said that the Raja was to receive Bheem Rao 
tonight and would inform me of the object of his mission, and he declared 
that the Raja regarded SeyjCe Rao with due detestation, and would be 
happy if he could'^He' seized in the manner which Sindia had suggested I 
will endeavour to find opt the motive of this mission and submit to you 
Accounts I receive which appear to he correct ' . 

26 
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Letter Ko 45 —The letter convci-s Gov'crtwr^Gcrwral t anprewa! of the 
replies of biphinstonc to the queries of the Bhonsla r^ardlng the 
terminMion of the treaties of the Company with the reshna and 
the Nizam, the rcstontinn of Sambalpur and Patna to him, and the 
polio of tlic Urlll^h GoNunimcnt toH-ards the country poMrm In 

S cncral The firanl of an enhanced pension to some of the 
ihonslas ministers Is Intimated and also the satisfaction of the 
Gov’cmor'Lcncral for the permission granted by the Rala to the 
British troops to enter his terTllorlcs to drlw out the Plndaris 

From-N B rnMONSTONF SreUFTARY TO GOVERNMFNT 
To-M IIPIIINSTONF RFSIORNT AT NAGPUR 

Allahabad 2Qth December 180S. 

I am directed to acknowlcdec the receipt of jour several ditpatchet to 
the addrcis of the Hon bic (he Governor General and to that of the Score* 
lar> of the dales and numbers noted bclo^w — 

No 1 dated 7fh No\ ember 

No 2 dated 10th November 

No 3 dated 12lh November 

No 4 dated 17th November 

To Secretary dated 23rd November 
No 5 dated 2oth November 
To Secretary dated 2Sih November 

2 The Governor General hlshly approve* the tenor of your eommu 
nlcation* to the Raja as described tn your ditpatche* Noi 1 and 2 on the 
subject of the general principle* of nolicv which you juilly concluded would 
regulate the conduct of the Hon bic the Governor General toward* the 
state of Nagpur and you will have observed the coincidence of those com 
municationi with the contents of the Governor General i letter* to the Raja 
of the 19th October The Governor General particularly approve* the 
judgment with which you replied to the Raja* question, whether it hai 
been in the contemplation of the late Governor General Marqul* 
Ciomwalli* to dinolvc the alliance w^th Poona and Hyderabad and the 
Governor General desire* that you will upon all occasions regulate your 
language to the Court of Nagpur according to the principle* of policy which 
you have lo accurately stated to be those which govern the conduct of the 
tiritiih Government 

3 The explanations which you afforded to Jeswant Rao and Jaikishan 
Rao of the meaning and intent of the late Governor General * letter to the 
Raja were perfectly proper and you avoided with much judgment any 
explicit intimation of the intentions of the British Government In his 
favour which the Governor General wishes to impend until the rCiult of 
the measure* in progress for the restoration of the province* of Sambalpore 
and Patna to the dominion of the Raja shall be known The Governor 
General j* satisfied that the Raja and hU Ministers have not understood 
the expressions contained In the late Governor General s letter in the 
extended sense m which they affect to understand them and that the object 
of their remarks was to draw from you a discloture of the specific Intention* 
of the British Government In the Raja s favour 

4 The result of Sreedhar Pundit s mission to Chanda combined with 
the information which the Governor General ha* received relative to the 
supposed proceedings of Nana Sahib and with the general conduct no 
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designs of the nature ascribed to Nana Sahib are entertained by him and 
that the Raja has had no concern With the proceedings and the views of 
his brother whatever they may have been The Governor-General there- 
fore now deems it proper in conformity to the intimation contained m 
the 19th paragraph of my dispatch of the 15th instant to grant the pensions 
originally proposed in favour of Shreedhar Pundit, Jeswant Rao Ram- 
( hander and Jaikishan Rao, vtz , 30,000 rupees per annum to Shreedhar 
Pundit, an addition of 9^000 rupees per annum to the pension already 
granted to Jeswant Rao Kamchander to complete the amount of 15,000 
rupees and 6,000 rupees per annum to Jaikishan Rao The consent of the 
Raja to their acceptance of these pensions has now connected the grant 
of them with the general question o£^ compensation to the Raja, whose 
losses by the war have been greatly disproportionate to those of Dowlat 
Rao Sindia, and whose good will it is peculiarly desirable to culti- 
vate Upon those grounds as well as with a view to secure an influence 
m the counsels of the Raja of Berar, the Governor-General considers the 
.mmediate grant of those pensions’ to be a measure of wise policy and you 
will accordingly consider yourself authorized to give effect to that arrange- 
ment from the commencement of the ensuing year This measure will 
lend to satisfy the Raj'a and his ministers of the sincerity of the Governor- 
General’s disposition to pursue the line of conduct explained to the Raja 
by the late Marquis Cornwallis and to adhere to principles which you 
have so correctly stated to the Court of Nagpur 

5 In communicating this Resolution to the Raja you will, of course, 
give His Highness to understand that the grants of these pensions consti- 
tutes a part of the promised compensation and that it is a concession 
founded on the complete satisfaction which the Governor-General's mind 
has desired from his late conduct and assurances with regard to the sin- 
cerity of^ his desire to maintain and improve the relations of friendship 
and cordiality with the British Government, and of his entire renunciation 
of every project of a nature injurious to our interests or those of our 
allies You will at the same time confirm the assurances which the Raja 
has already received of the determination of the British Government to 
regulate its conduct towards His Highness by those principles of justice, 
moderation and liberality which it has lately manifested 

6 The expediency of carrying into effect the proposed compensation 
at this period of time is augmented by the arrangements lately concluded 
with Dowlat Rao Sindia under which that Chieftain desires considerable 
territorial and pecuniary advantages 

7 It may be expected that the Raja will urge a comparison of his 
general conduct towards the British Government, with that Dowlat Rao 
Sindia He may assert with j'ustice that Sindia is the principal aggressor 
m the war with the British power and that he subsequently proceeded to 
acts of positive hostility against the British Government by. joining the 
enemy That he has suffered greater comparative privations than Sindia 
by the result of the previous war, and that his own conduct since its termina- 
tion has been consistent with the obligations of Neutrality and upon this 
comparison, the Raja may found a claim to a greater extent of comoensg- 
tion than that which has beeii granted to Sindia He may infer that Sindia 
has derived greater advantages from pursuing a course of conduct decidedly 
and openly hostile to the British Government, than he himself is led to 
expect from a different line of policy and rtiay be disposed to believe, 
th^t he would have obtained greater benefits and concessions by imitating 
Sindia’s conduct Without admitting the justice of these reflections in 
their fullest extent, the probability of their occurring to the Raja’s mind 
conibined with the Real fact^ of the case furnishes an additional argument 
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in fnvour of tlic cTpcdicnc) nnd c\cn the juiticc of nffordinp to the Rpjrt 
at tlxL present moment the propoicd compensation not onlj ''ith reference 
to Its extent hut also as an evidence of the intention and the disposition 
of t)ic British Government in His Hijthncii i favour 

8 It ma> be proper however that >ou should he prepared to mrcl 
observations on the part of the Raja of the nature above described h\ 
ohstrvinK to him if the occasion should arise, that Sindia was misguided 
hj the artifices and impelled b> the violence and ambition of Serjee Rio 
Ghautka that his submission to the influence and ascendancy of that profli 
ijatc minister fir from promoting hit advantage had involved hit afinlrs 
in the cxtrcmit} of distress and confusion nnd that lie had ultimate!) dii 
missed his minister for the measure which had produced It 

9 That if Sindia had adhered to the obligation of his alliance with 
the Compinv nnd abided by the counsel of the wiser and more respectable 
Chieftains of hii court he would have avoided the destruction of his 
resources nnd the extreme pecuniar) embarrassments to which he hat been 
subjected by the ruinous and disgraceful pollc) of Ghautka and his Gov 
ernment would have acquired a degree of vigour and itabilitj which i 
hmg course of prudent management and uninterrupted prosperity can now 
alone establish That hii conduct therefore has produced much more 
injurs than bcncfll to his affairs and aflords an example to deter rather 
th n to follow and that on the ground of public honour and pride of 
character the Raja cannot crcdltabl) rirfrct that he has abstained from 
imitating the treacherous and abandoned polic> of Serjy Rao Ghautka 

10 In announcing to the ministers the grant of the pensions it may 
be proper to give them to understand that those pensions will be liable 
to lesumption if the considerations which have induced the grant of them 
should ever cease to operate 

11 In conformllT to the suggestion contained m a prlvulc letter from 
you to my address of the 20th ultimo I am directed to inform you that 
upon the principle oT affording to the Raja every nraclicablc compensation 
it IS in the contemplation of the Governor General to endeavour to obtain 
liic consent of His Highness the Soubahdar of the Deccan to the cession 
of the lands which he possesses on the cast side of the Wardha to the 
Raja of Berar whether the measures now in progress for the restoration 
of Sambalporc and Patna are attended with success or not You will not 
however at present make any communication to the Raja upon fhm 
subject 

12 The Governor General has observed with great satisfaction the 
dii^position of the Raja to admit the British troops into his country in 
pursuit of the Pindanes which the Governor General considers to nord 
a manifest proof of His Hij^hncss s confidence and of hii desire to culti 
vatc and improve the relations of amity and concord now established 
between the two States 

13 The Governor General entirely approves the tenor of the letters 
which you addressed to Colonel Wallace and Lieut Colonel Doveton 
under dates 22nd, 23rd and 24th ultimo copies of which were communi 
cated m yonr letters to ray address of the 23rd and 25th ultimo I am 
directed however to apprize you that m consequence of the late satis- 
factory adjustment of all points of difference between the Bntish Govern 
ment and Dowlat Rao Sindia and of the general situation of affairs In 
India the Governor General has thought proper to Issue orders for with 
drawing the subsidiary fbrees of Poona and Hyderabad into cantonments 
The Governor C^ncral not aware pf the necessity of majntammg th? 
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force under Colonel Wallace in the field for the purpose of opposing the 
progress of the Pindarics who have lately invaded the territories of the 
Soubahdar of the Deccan and the Raja of Berar From the information 
contained in your dispatch it is evident that the troops of the former are 
capable of opposing the Pindaris with success, and the latter has no claim 
upon us for the protection of his country It appears also from your 
information and that which has been derived from other quarters that 
Sindia IS taking the most active measures for the purpose of suppressing 
those marauders 


Letter No 46.— The letter refers to the arrival of Saiji RaO Ghatgay’s 
agent Bhim Rao at Nagpur to induce the Bhonsla to join a con- 
federacy against the British and to pay a sum of five lacs. Further 
' the mutual lelations of the Pindarr leaders and the possibility of 
their united attack on Berar are mentioned A party of Pindaiis 
defeated by Soob Kaiim had come to take service with the Bhonsla 
who had intimated this fad to the Resident. 

From— M ELPHINSTONE. RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To-THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Nagpur y 28th Decemhei 1805 

I had the honour to report the arrival of an Agcnt^ from Sirjce Rao 
Ghatky at this Court I have since had another communication about him 
from the Durbar of which the following is the substance. Particular cir- 
cumstances having prevented the Raja from giving audience to Bhim Rao 
immediately on his arrival, he of his own accord waited On Shreedhar 
Pundit and produced letters from Serjee Rao, stating that he was ordered 
by Sindia and Holkar to negotiate a confederacy against the British Nation 
between those two Chiefs and the Bhonsla, for which purpose he had 
sent Bhim Rao, and that he trusted the Bhonsla would immediately advance 
5,00,000 rupees to enable Sindia and Holkar to carry on the war and would 
prepare an army without delay to co-operate in the prosecution of hosti- 
lities. 

Jeswant Rao, through whom this communication was made to me, 
added, that Shreedhar Pundit had replied to the vakeel’s proposal bv 
(indistinct) the obligation, which Serjee Rao had received from the 
Raja (in whose service he once was, and to whose charity he appears to 
have been much indebted) by pointing out the ingratitude he had shovm, 
both towards the Bhonsla and Sindia and finally by calling on Bue Rao 
to produce his credentials from the latter Chief, Bue Rao failing to produce 
them in Smdia’s name, and to caution him against communicating _ his 
proposals to the Raja for the effects of whose indignation, Shreedhar Pun- 
dit said he could not be answerable, and to contrast in the most Contemp- 
tucus manner the weak state of Serjee Rao’s power with the insolence of 
his demands Jeswant Rao states Shreedhar Pundit’s observations to have 
made great impression on the vakeel who admitted the desperate state of 
Serjee Rao’s officers and declared his intention of quitting his service and 
letiring to his own country in the neighbourhood of Kolhapore Bue Rao 
is still at Nagpur He appears to be on intention to terms with Shree- 
dhar’s vakeel and Atma Rao 

Nana Sahib still continues at Chanda and there does not at present 
appear to be' much expectation of his return I understand that the Pur- 
gunnahs of Warroor and Mandgaon have not yet been given over to him 
The trooos which were said to be about to assemble at Ramore. have not 
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yet taken any itep towards that arranRemcnl but I am informed that ihcrb 
arc lomc troop* under bJfluloo Ram Hoorflur> at Jubbulporc and under 
BiiaRwant at Mundia who certainly bclonfl to Nana Sahib» ond are 
rtprcicntcd n* being about to proceed to Rewa Mukoondpur It it non! 
blc !ho> may be intended acalnit Sohaogpur but I have no certain infor 
matlon on the lubicct 1 al*o undcritand that ihtre lately marched (rom 
Jubbulporc a Bagaila of lomc Rank named Gummonde Singh who had 
blu'd aooul 500 men ol that place for the putpoic a* wa* believed of aiiist 
ing an impoitcr under the name of Vizccr Ali, n^ho hai appeared In the 
ntighbournood of Rewa I latcK discharged m> ncwi writer at Jubbulporc 
from moti\c* of cconom> but naming now despatched another I cjtpcct 
soon to be able to submit to ^ou more certain information on the abovo 
subject! I understand that letter* from Senee Rao have lately been 
received by Nana Sahib but I do not know the contents My last accounts 
from Ujjain mention that Goojabba left that place on the Sth November 
and I have since beard that be had reached Sindio a Camp and was well 
received 

D> letters from Colonel Wallace which I have transmitted to the 
''ccTctar> in the Political Department >ou will perceive that a detachment 
from that officer s arm> ha* succeeded In dispersing a body of freebooter* 
connected with Holkar I have strong reason to believe that from two to 
three hundred of the freebooters under a brother of Achtnabcc Singh s 
have Qmv*ed at this city in hope* of being protected the Raja in whose 
scnlcc the father of that partisan once was If I nnd this report true, 
I shall not fail to require explanations on the subject and to insist on hli 
being sent out of this country unless the Raja will answer for his la}ing 
aside hit predatory habits 


T have at last ascertained that Jotlba Maunla it a Sirdar In the service 
of Dowlal Rao Slndia and that he was always cmplo>ed to direct the opera 
tlons of the Pindaric* while the) were attached to that prince 


He IS at present sent to persuade them to quit the diitnctt belonging 
to Slndia. which they have usurped he appear* to have succeeded with 
Karim who as Jetwant Rao Informs me had taken service with Slndia. and 
engaged to furnish 2000 horse Ho ha* given over the command of hi* 
free troops to some of hli relations He Is now with Jotiba who has 
collected a considerable force at Naimbaud on the Nerbudda opposite 
Hundla Scctoo has assembled hit party at the latter place to prevent 
Jotlba from crossing the river 


Jeswant Rao informs me that in case matters arc accommodated 
between the Pindane* they will unite in an attack on this country and 
Bera and that Jotiba expressly held out to Scctoo as an argument for 
agreeing to hii demands the advantage they might expect from an attack 
on Amraoti I am not certain of the truth of this statement it is however 
probable tbit Seetoo may be driven into Berar but in any ease the arrange- 
ments m that province appear to be such as to render it imponible tor 
an incursion to be made into U with any chance of success The Raja 
continui* hi* preparations to oppose any future inroad into hit country 
he show* the greatest anxiety to co-operate cordially with the Bntiih 
troop* He has scat the officer who ha* charge of Multai to explain the 
passe* of the hilh to Colonel Doretone and he ha* ordered the Chiefs 
who rommand at Paunaurt to furnish with Intelligence of the movements 
of the PincU»‘ie* to the British Detachment 
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I have been careful to transmit all the accounts I received of the Pin- 
daries to Colonel Dovetonc, but as his Camp is now at no great distance 
from this city, I shall have an opportunity of going there and communi- 
cating with him personally when I shall be able to answer all his enquiries, 
and to explain the situation of the Raja’s armies and of the Pindarics as 
far as my information goes more fully than I could otherwise do 

At the visit which I from time to time receive from Jeswant Rao, he. 
continues frequently to enquire when the projected addition to the Raja’*? 
territories is likely to be made to which I always reply that I am not myself 
informed on that subject, but that he may assume himself no unnecessaiy 
delay wll take place 


P S — I have been visited by Jeswant Rao since I wrote the above 
He came to inform me that a party of the Horse who had been defeated 
by Soob Kareem had arrived here and applied to the Raja for service, 
that His Highness* considering them as the enemies of the British Govern- 
menr had directed him to inform me of the circumstance, and to say that 
he would not entertain them or even permit them to remain in his terri- 
tciics In reply to this I observed that the Raja’s conduct on this occasion 
was extremely friendly and proper^ but that if he was disposed to enter- 
tain any of Holkar’s people, the British Government would not object to 
it; unless they renewed their enmity to us, or took shelter here with an 
intention of returning to Holkar’s service Jeswant Rao having declared 
that they would remain here and serve the Raja, he went on to say^ that 
His Highness had received intelligence which gave hiin great uneasiness, 
and that he was desirous of having my opinion on it He went on to 
state that the Raja had learned from Smdia’s vakeel that his maste- had 
recalled Serjee Rao to his Court with an intention of appointing his minis- 
ter, that Serjee had accordingly arrived in Camp and that an evident dimi- 
nution of Ambajee’s credit, had since taken place He said that from 
Ghatkey’s known character the Raja could not, but apprehend the tran- 
quillity of India would again be disturbed by Smdia’s conduct, that he 
had therefore desired him to enquire whether, I had any further informa- 
tion on the subject and what I thought of it I replied that I had not 
heird of Serjee Rao’s being about to be recalled, but I hoped Sindia sum- 
moned him with no baa intention particularly as he had at present no 
temptation to renew his former system of conduct Jeswant Rao said, 
that would be very true if Sindia were a prudent person, but that he was 
not, he spoke a good deal on the subject, and seemed to insinuate that 
Sindia was only temporizing till he should have put his country in order 
He explained at great length the reason of Serjee Rao’s enmity to the 
Raja, which he stated to have been occasioned by His Highness’s con- 
stantly refusing to join in a confederacy against the British and then pointed 
out how certain it was that Sindia would renew his unjustifiable plans, 
if Ghatl^ joined him for that person, he said, w:as equally incapable of 
remaining in an inferior situation and of making a proper use of any power 
he might acquire He next said that the Raja had directed him to show 
me the necessity of the British being on their guard against Naunio (Man- 
nia) who he said certainly intend to invade this country and Berar as soon 
as he could settle his disputes with Seetoo On my expressing some doub^ 
whether Jotiba, if in Smdia’s service, would attack the territories of the 
Allies of the English, he produced a letter from a person in Mannia’s Camp, 
saying that such was the decided intention of that person and he said this 
waM confirmed by Smdia’s officers at Seoni in a letter to Balajee Eswant and 
finally that Jotiba himself had replied to a letter from that Minister (desir- 
ing him to abstain fropi plundering the Raja’s country) in such terms as 
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left n6 doubt of hii dcsiRnt J«want Roo ndded that be undentood Jotlba 
to be itill acting; on the ordcrc ;ti>cn htm In the middle of lail >ear and 
to afTcct to kno^ nothing of the accommodation with the Britiih Me 
pnriicularls recommended ui to watch anv motion made b> Jotiba to tlic 
wc’itward l«t lie ihould enter the Ni^am* countr> h\ Khandcs!) and then 
mentioned that Jcolall Smell Holkar n Goternor of Chandoor had joined 
Mnnnia I said ! hoped Mannia would behave in n manner more consist 
ent with the engagements of his Government tJian was believed but that 
ol ill events both the Raja and the Unlish were prepared for Inm and I 
could answer for lus being dcstro}cd if he entered Berar In answer to a 
qu ition of mine whether Slndia s ofTiccrs had begun to seize llolkars 
iand^ Jeswant Rao said that by late accounts It appeared that thc> had 
not 


teller No 47 — Elphinslonc U Informed of the decision of the Coverrmr 
Oencml to transfer the Sambalnorc and Soneporc tracts to the 
Bhonsb and that the Ghonsla should be again requested to release 
the Rajas of these tracts kept as prisoners at Nagpur 

hROM-N B nOMON'rrONr S^CR^TAR^ to GOVI RN 
MCNt 

To-M CLPHINSTONI URblDLNT M NAGBUR ' 

Vth Juh 1806 

T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of >our dispatches of the 
number and dates noted in the margin nnd to communicate to >ou thi 
orders of the Honourable the Governor General m Council on iht subjects 
of them 

2 The Governor General m Council entire^ approves >our proceed 
mgs relative to the release of the husband and son of the Ranee of Sambal 

S ore and of the Raja of bonporc You will be pleased to intimate to the 
^aja that the Governor General in Council acquits him of any 
participation in fht capricious conduct of hit brother You will further 
signifj to him that after the earnest and long continued endeavours of the 
British Government the expense which it has actually incurred and agrees 
permanently to incur in persuading and inducing the Zemindars of 
bambaJporc and Patna to relinquish their tenures for the sole purpose of 
transferring those posiesiioni to the dominion of -the Raja of Berar the 
release of those unfortunate Captives whose continued confinement could 
be productive of no one benefit to Nana Sahib is a tnfling concession 
which Government was entitled to expect That the cession of those 
provinces however being intended as a benefit to the Raja, the British 
Government will not on account of the conduct of his brother revoke its 
intention I am directed at the same time to desire -that you will make 
another effort to obtain the release of the Captives^ urting the Iibenility 
of Government on this occasion as an example of justi« on the part of 
the Raja s brother 

3 You have been apprized by Captain Koughsedge of a renewal of 
the demur on the part of the Ranee of Sambalporc and others of the 
Zammdars to abandon their tenures Enclosed I have the honour tp 
transmit fbr your information a copy of the reply which has been address- 
ed to Captain Roughsedge i dispatch of the 3rd instant from which vou 
will observe that Government does not consider Itself bound to continue 
its protection to the Zammdars who shall depart from the obligation of 
their voluntary and positive engagements and consequently that under dny 
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circumstances the provinces of Sambalpore and Patna will be transferred 
to the Raja’s authority with the exception of the territory of Raja Joujar 
Singh 

4 The Governor-General in Council entirely approves your reply to 
Jeswant Rao’s report of the absurd language ot Holkar’s Vakeel as 
described in your dispatch of the 20th ultimo 

5 The Governor-General in Council approves your having granted 
temporary sunnuds to the Ministers of the Raja of Berar who have 
received the grant of pensions and the tenor of those sunnuds 

6 You will have received sunnud under the seal and signature of 
the Governor-General m Council corresponding in substance with the 
tenor of those which you have delivered to the Minister 


Letter No 48 — Elphinstone leports the discussions he had with Jeswant 
Rao Bhonsla’s Mmistei regarding the draft of the engagement that 
the Bhonsla was to sign and by which the territories of Sambal- 
pore and Patna were to be ceded to him The proceedings of Raja 
Mahipat Ram in Berar and the relations between the Sindhia and 
Holkar are also discussed. 

From-M elphinstone, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To— THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Fort William, Srd September 1806 

When I had last the honour to address you I expected to have been 
able to forward the engagements respecting Sambalpur by the next post, 
but the delay occasioned by different alterations proposed by the Raja, 
has prevented its being signed until this time 

The first draft was planned agreeably to the instructions contained in 
Mr Edmonstone’s dispatch dated Miay 15th, and was accompanied by 
a schedule formed from list furnished by Captain Roughsedge, omitting 
however the details They consisted of an enumeration of villages 
extracted from the Sambalpur records , but stated by Captain Roughsedge 
to be by no means an accurate account of the number of villages now in 
the country, and indeed it is obvious from the many changes that have 
lately occurred in those provinces that no exact description of their present 
state can be obtained It therefore appeared to me more consistent with 
the spirit of your orders to omit the details altogether than to insert suc|i as 
appear to be likely to produce uncertainty when the draft was sent to ' the 
Raja for signature. His Highness objected to the preamble, as referring to 
negotiations in which he had no share, and begged that the mention of his 
losses might be left out, as being disagreeable to his feelings As the pro- 
posed alternations did not at all affect the substance of the engagement, I 
made no scruple of promising to adopt them, and accordingly pressed a new 
draft to which the Raja objected that the pergunnahs named in the 
schedule were not the same as those specified In the list which he has 
signed in 1804 

Jeswant Rao came to me to explain this objection which he did by 
comparing the lists, which differ considerably I therefore said, I would 
alter the schedule and make it conform to that which the Raja had signed, 
except Boad and Ramghur, which were m Cuttack or Raigur which belongs 
to Joujar Singh Jeswant Rao stated that the Raja had expected to get 
Boad, and I replied by reminding him that Boad wa§ not in Sambalpur, oi 

27 



202 


Pfltna, ^\hicli pro\inccs alone hod been promltcd llavlnR ohicned In 
the jclicdulc prepared b> Captain Koug)iKrd;tc that the Tolook of 
Puddimpur stated to bclon;; to Joojor Sm^h It Included in the cession I 
remarked it to Jeswant Uao and cxplilncd liiat if the Talook in question 
Vvos rca!!> one of Joujar bincli k possession It vtoiild not he ceded Jeswant 
Rao nov. brought mt tiic Rnia s resolution on tliat head which was that 
in ease l^uddamporc helonncd to Joujar Sinnii when the cuuntr> was con 
quered b) tlic Rntish he tliould retain it» olhemisc not To this I agreed 

A third draft ns now prepared and sent to tlic Raja who returned it 
\cstcrda> e\cninghN Jeswant Rio llis Highness s objection was that the 
present schedule differed from that winch I had before drawn out from 
Captain Roughsedgci nipcri and that he was anxious to ha\c it so 
ornnged as to include all the country winch la liad ceded except Kalgliar 
I proposed that a clause to that cflcct should be inserted and Jeswant Rao 
declaring that such a clause would be quite sufTicicnt I asked if the cnga^c« 
ment was now cntirch agreeable to the Raja and whether he would sign 
ns it stood on which Jeswant Rao intimated that the Raja still made omc 
djflicultj. about lioad Finding from m> rtpl) that Hoad would not be 
restored Jeswant Rao said that the Raja would not lake possession of 
Dead c\cn if it was gnen lie then went on as 1 understood Inm to S3> 
that the Rap had ceded Boad to us at first hut that this was not the ease 
with the other proxinccs Conccixing ihU to be n renewal of the dispute 
concerning the construction of the Trcat> of Dcogaum winch was form r!> 
checked b> Lord Wcllcslc) I told Jeswant Rao that if he was determined 
to rex lie that subject I must absolutely drop all negotiations about the 
cession as >ou were resoixed to suHcr no ambijmii> concerning the pnn 
ciple on which Sambalpur was gnen to the Kaja Jeswant Rao then 
declared (hat he did not intend to allude to that question but was about 
to inform me of a treat) bclxxcen the Raja of Berar and the Raja of Boad 
b> which the former bound himself nexer to exercise nuthoritx over the 
latter countn Having at last agreed about the Treat) Jeswant Rao 
proceeded to request that I would write to Captain Roughsedge and beg 
him not to quit Sambalpur till he hod made oxer charge of the proxmcc 
to the Raja of Berar s officers I promised I would do so but observed 
that it would rest cntircl) with Captain Roughsedge to conform to my 
suffiestion or not as he thought best J then explained that Officer s 
oraers and mentioned that he had been prompted b) hii own anxiety for 
the complete success of his mission to offer to remain at Sambalpur till 
the Raja s officers amved proxidcd they came soon and in suffiaent fo ce 
I had before told Jerwant Rao that Captain Roughsedjjo thought it would 
be expedient to send at least 2 000 men to take possession as such q force 
would awe the Zammdan and prexent any plans of resistance which they 
might otherwise have in contemplation Jerwant Rao now informed me 
that there was not a sufficient fore© at Rutlanpore to admit of detaching 
so strong a body and that to tend them from this would require time and 
expense I showed Jeswant Rao the impolicy of sending a small force 
and told him that now more than ever (tndistinct) I remind him that there 
was no obligation on the Company to put the Raja m possession of the 
countne* ceded and that consequcnilv it was very uncertain whether 
Captain Roughsedge would stay till the arrival or the Officers from 
Ratnnpur Jeswant Rao said ne knew that would depend on Captain 
Roughsedge but that the Raja was very desirous to have me write to that 
gentleman to request that he would wait for the persons who are to take 
Siarge 

I omit many arguments brought forward by Jeswant Rao to prove the 
propnety of our assisting the Raja in obtaining possession as they were 
nearly the same which Shxeedhar Pundit used on a former occasion 
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Jcswant Rao then enquired whether I had heard lately from Maheepat 
Ram, observing that Shreepat Ram lately arrived at Amraoti with 1,000 or 
1,500 men for the purpose of superintending the defence of the frontier 
against the Pindaries, that he had only stayed a few days at Amraoti and 
then returned by forced marches to Basim As I could give Jeswant Rao 
no explanation of Shreepat Ram’s movements, he said he conjectured (hat 
his brother Mahipat Ram had been superseded, which had occasioned his 
sudden return 

As soon as I found that the late proceedings at Hyderabad were be 
coming public, I mentioned to Jeswant Rao that Noorool Omrah had been 
attempting to seduce the English Sepoys, and that Row Ramba had been 
engaged in some plan for placing Ferridoon Jah on the Musnud, in 
consequence of which those ChieE had been removed from Hyderabad 
I said nothing on the alarm which lately existed among the Native troops 
But I observed by Jeswant Rao’s conversation at this visit that he had 
heard of it, for he was particularly inquisitive about our ideas on the 
propriety of compelling men of other religions to embrace the Christian 
faith In answer to which, 1 of course showed how repugnant such notions 
were to the principles of the British Nation He next proceeded to 
mention the news from the Northward and asked whether I thought 
Sindia and Holkar would go to war I said I had no means of knowing, 
but on his pressing the question, I said that it looked as if they would 
He then asked what would happen if they were to carry on their operations 
within the Raja’s territories, and on my asking him to explain himself, 
he changed his question, and enquired what the Kaja ought to do if Sindia 
and Holkar joined and came on his frontier, requiring him to unite with 
them I said much would depend on the object they proposed to unite 
for Jeswant Rao asked whether I really thought Holkar would adhere 
to his treaty with us I said certa nly he would Jeswant Rao then asked, 
some questions about the article regarding Serjee Rao in the Treaty with 
Holkar, and enquired whether I thought that Holkar, who broke the 
Treaty when he was weak would maintain it after he had strengthened 
himself To which I replied, that though Holkar was at peace with the 
Company, I would not affect to consider him as a Chief on whose good 
faith much reliance was to be placed, but even admitting that he was not 
to be tied down by engagements, I still thought that the events of the last 
war would render him' very much disinclined to any further contest >;Mth 
the English I then enquired whether the Raja entertained any apprehen- 
sions of invasion from Sindia or Holkar, remarking that Holkar was under 
great obligations to the Raja, who had procured the release of Khande Rao 
and the restitution of the Holkar Territory by Sindia Jeswant Rao m 
answer enumerated the proofs which Holkar had given of a treacherous 
disposition, said that Sindia was not much better, and that when such 
power were m motion, all their neighbours must needs be alarmed He 
however added that neither of them had yet made any demand on the 
Raja After which, he asked me whether any notice would be taken of 
Holkar’s breaking the treaty if he continued to retain Serjee RaO, and 
what would be done if he proceeded to show a similar disregard of the 
Other articles I answered that I did not know whether the retaining of 
Serjee Rao would be thought material, but that if Holkar infringed any 
material part of the Treaty the British Government would of course renew 
the war which they had not given over from any inability to prosecute it 
with vigour 

Notwithstanding Jeswant Rao’s assertion that Holkar has made no de- 
mand on the Raja, it is generally believed that he has called on him for sup- 
plies of money I understand that a letter which the Raja received from him 
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on (lie 26lh ultimo contained a project of a confcdcracj between I lolkar, 
bindia and the Kaja for the purpose of scttlint; the Government of 1 oona 
on pretence of which. Holkar called on the Raja to aj»iit him with money 
of which he »a>» he is In p-cal want 


Letter No 49 —The letter convc>'s the appro\*al of the Co\‘cmor*Gcncral 
of the replies of Llphlnstonc to (he Blionsla rcftardlnR his proposal 
to <cnd a mission (o the Ilolkar It also convc>*< the Information 
that tlic relations between the Slndhla and Hollar are none too 
fricndl> The enclosures to (he letter reveal the Intention of the 
Holkar 

from-n n roMONSTONr srcRi tar^ to govcrn 

MPNT 

To—M ri PHlNSTONr RHSIDFNT AT NAGPUR 

I ort II iliiom the 13/A October 3806 

1 am directed to acknowlcdfit. the receipt of >our dispatch No 25 
dated the 20th ultimo 

2 The Honourable the Govcrnor-Gwncrol In Council cnliicly 

approves >our rcpl) to Jeswant Rao Uomchandcr# communication of hli 
mission to Holkar and desires that >ou will conhrm in the name of 
Government the sentiments which vou expressed on that occasion The 
Governor General in Council is satisfied that the Raja of Berar entertains 
no dettffn of In an> confcdcrao with Holkar of a nature inimical 

to the Uniish Government nor docs the Governor Genera! m C-ounciI 
imagine that Holkar himself entertains an> sucli project 

3 The latest advices from Holkar represent him to be highl> Incensed 
against Sindia for re retaliating the Injnncs which Holkar t troops have 
committed upon the possessions of the former 

4 I am directed to lake this onportunitj of transmitting to >ou for 
your information the enclosed translotions of o letter addresed b> Holkar 
to the Resident at Delhi, upon tint subject and of the Resident t reply 
together with a copy of the instructions issued to the Resident under date 
the 10th instant in consequence of the receipt of those documents 


TransJotton oj a letter jrom Jesvont Rao Holkar to Mr 5c/o», Rcsidcni 
at Delhi (Rcccficd ou the of the 2Ath September 1806) 

I have lately heard that Dowlat Rao Sindia has raised diiturbancct in 
tny country This intelligence has astonished me more especially from the 
arcuraitancc of Mr Gerorae Mercer being with him and from this outrage 
having taken place in the presence of that gentleman Hitherto I have 
hot committed any act of infringement nor will I commit an> neither will 
I ever act inconsistently with friendship Should it however come to that 
and should it be ray intention to act differently still 1 shall do nothing 
Without giving intimation (hereof to the executive officers of the British 
Government I shall first give intimation ond then act Dowlat Rao 
Sindia has collected nearly five lacs of rupees of my public revenue from 
Malwa and has not yet made the compensation which he agreed to make 
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Nay in addition ta this he meditates further injuries This I have com- 
^municated to Mr Mercer who Will no doubt, giVe you information thereof 
'and you will certainly pay attention to it 

t 

A true translation 

ARCH SETON, RESIDENT 


Translation oj a letter written hy Mr Seton, Resident at Delhi, to Jeswant 

Rao Holkar on the 2Afh Septembei 1806, in reply to one received 

jfom hull oil that day 

I have this day been honoured with the receipt of your friendly letter, 
acquainting me that M'aha Rajah Dowlat Rao Sindia has raised disturb- 
ances in your country, adding> that you had not committed any act of 
infringement, ahd, should it be your intention to act differently, you 
would nevertheless, give previous intimation of such intention to the 
British Government My friend, the British Government is most desirous, 
that harmony should ev^r continue to prevail, between you and Dawlat 
Rao Sindia, with respect to the above intelligence, relative to the outrages 
committed in your country, it is probable, that the acts must have been 
perpetrated by ignorant persons, and without the knowledge of the Maha 
Raja , you may be persuaded, that every exertion will be made by the 
British Government, to preserve a good understanding between you and 
Dowlat Rao Sindia I have transmitted your letter to the Honourable 
the Governor-General, and as he has the greatest friendship tor you, thefe 
cannot be a doubt of the satisfaction, which he will feel in exerting himself, 
upon this occasion, whatever orders I may receive on the subject from the 
Governor-General, shall be immediately communicated to you 

A true translation 

ARCH SETON, RESIDENT 

To— A SETON, Esqr , RESIDENT AT DELHI 
Sir, 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch to the 
address of the Secretary to Government, in the Persian Department, under 
date the 25th ultimo, enclosing copies and translations of a letter from 
Holkar to your address, on the subject of his complaints, against the 
conduct of Dowlat Rao Sindia, in collecting money from Holkar’s districts, 
and of your reply 

2 The Governor-General in Council observes from the tenor of your 
reply, that you have encouraged Holkar to expect the mediation of the 
British Government for the purpose of effecting a re-conciliation between 
Hdlkar and Sindia 

3 It has escaped your re-collection that it is a fundamental prin- 
ciple of the policy of the British Government, to abstain from all interfer- 
ence whatever, in the internal concerns of other states, and in their transac- 
tions with each other, excepting only in the degree in which our interfer- 
ence is prescribed, by the obligations of Treaty With Holkar and Sindia 
no engagements exist which warrant our interference in their disputes, and 
consequently the manifestation of a disposition to interpose our media- 
tion, IS entirely inconsistent with the professions, which Government has 
distinctly made to both those Chieftains, and which Government has on 
every occasion, endeavoured to diffuse the knowledge, and confirm the 
sincerity 
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1 Another difadvnnta^c of dccHnn;! a diipotilion on (he ptirt of the 
BritJih GoNcrnmcni to meuinte the diflcrcncci between Holkar and Sindia 
or in an) manner to interpose for the accommodation of (hem Ii (hat so 
inference maj he dcdnced from an ncknowlcdccment of such a disposition 
ihnt the Resident willi Dowht Roo Sindla jioticiicd an authority to 
interfere for the purpose of prcxentlnjt Sindia s alleged cncroachmcnU, 
on the riRhts of Holkar since a disposiilon shown to mediate an accommoda 
tion of dilTercnccs mipht be expected to ha\c been exerted In prc%catinC 
tiiosc pets of injustice which occasioned them Tlic declaration contained 
in >our letter to Ilolkar therefore has a Icndcnc) to admit llic justice of 
Holkar s complaint tJiat ^lr Mercer cmpIo>cd no cxcriioni to present 
Smdia s aliened encroachments 

5 lam directed to add that it would ha\c been suflicicnt if you had 
mere!) ncknowlcdccd the rcccinl of Holkar s letter and apprized him 
that >ou would transmit it to Oovernment and communicate to Holkar 
the instructions winch >ou miRhl rcccixc 

6 Tncloied >ou will receive a letter to sour address from the 
Honourable the uovemor General containing the terms of a rcpl> to be 
Riven to Holknr s reference A translation of the Governor General • 
letter in the Persnn lanRuaRc it also annexed and you will be pleased to 
forward a copy of that translation to Holkar in a letter from yourself 
merely refernnR to it as bemR translation made by yourself of the orders 
which you Invc received m consequence of your communication of hi* 
letter to your address to the Governor General 

7 A copv of this dispatch will be transmitted to the Resident at the 
Court of Dowlat Rao Sindia 


I have the honour to be. 
Sir 

Fort Wiixiam Your most obedient humble sorrant 

10th October 1S06 N B FDMONSTONE Secretary 


Letter No 50 —In the letter Elphinstonc mgRcsU the desirability* of getting 
some portion of Bhonslas territories comorislng Nagpur tracts 
and those on the Wardha river geographically surveyed He points 
out the geographical Inaccuracies of the territorial boundaries 
mentioned In the 2nd article of the Treaty of Deogaon 

From-M ELPHINSTONE RESIDFNT at NAGPUR 

To-N B EDMONSTONF SECJ^ETARY TO GOVERNMENT 

Nagpttr 14th December 1806 

I have the honour to forward the tccond sheet of Lieut Lloyd • 
survey which reaches to Sambalporc where the part of the route which has 
already been surveyed ends 

The remainder of the route will probably be concluded in a much 
less penod than has been occupied by those already finished I beg leave 
to recall to the notice of the Honourable the Governor General the 
suggestion which I formerly submitted that usual surveying allowimco 
should be granted to Lieut Lloyd m case his route should be approved 



I take this opportunity of submitting to the Honourable the Governor- 
General, the following observations which appear to me of some importance. 
On my arrival at this place I was naturally desirous of obtaining informa- 
tion regarding the Georgraphy of this country at present so little known. 
I was however for a long time deterred by the fear of exciting the Rjja’s 
suspicions by any attempt to explore his territories 

Having lately discovered that geographical enquiries might be easily 
conducted so as to g»ve no^ offence, I have for these few months employed 
some hircarras to collect information regarding the parts of the country 
which are worst filled up in the maps The result was such as to satisfy 
me that the latest maps are not only deficient but incorrect m some of 
leading features of the countries laid down 

The following instance is not more a matter of curiosity than of 
political importance from the manner in which it affects the principal 
stipulation of the treatj’’ of Dcogaum It was indeed taken advantage of at 
one of my first interviews with the Raja of Berar’s ministers but the argu-i 
ment founded on it was not long maintained The second article of that 
treaty declares the Wardha to be the future limit of the territories of the 
Nizam and the Bhonsla from the place where it issues trom the Injadry 
(Vindhyadri) hills to its junction with the Godavery but the fact is that the 
Wardha docs not join the Godavery at all It falls into the Payn Gangar 
called also the Purnceka at the distance of 10 miles from Chanda the Payn, 
Ganga falls into the Wyn Ganga and the latter meets the Godavery at Cal- 
laisur This account of the rivers is contradicted by another part of the 
maps as their course crosses that which is la.d down for the Inderowty 
(Indravati) rises near Bustar and falls into the Godavery above Budrachil-, 
lam It IS unnecessary to give any instance of the deficiencies of the best 
maps of the Bonsla’s dominions as they aie evident from mere inspection 
The only method of remedying this inconvenience is by means of enquiries 
carried on at Ragpore 1 should think it my duty to attend to the subject 
myself but my official business would prevent my giving sufficient time to it 
even if I were otherwise qualified It appears to me that in the attainment 
of this desirable object particular advantages might be derived from the 
employment of Lieut Lloyd with whose military duty it would noP 
inteiferc The accompanying survey will enable the Governor-Genera] 
to decide on his qualifications and from his turn for Geographical science' 
I can take it upon me to say that his zeal and application would do justice 
to the choice of Government His enquiries might be conducted without 
any considerable addition to the number of hircarras now on the establish- 
ment of the Residency but as the service to be pei formed is of considerable 
extent and importance and would require as much exertion and at least as* 
much intelligence as can be exercised in those generally committed to' 
officers who draw the allowance of Deputy Surveyor I should imagine that 
the Hon’ble the Governor-General would deem it proper to grant that 
allowance to Lieut Lloyd during the time he was engaged in the survey.' 
The amount of his allowance is however left entirely to the liberality of’ 
Government should the plan which I have the honour to propose be 
approved Lieut Lloyd might be directed to attend to the instructions' 
of the Surveyor-General and to communicate the information he collects' 
to that officer and to the Resident at Nagpur 

I have to apologize for taking up so much of the time of the Hon’ble. 
the Governor-General but I am induced to do so, from my opinion of the' 
importance of the subject and from an impression that our present * 
ignorance of the Geography of this part of India is not only very? 
inconvenient in a political point of view but descredi table to the character 
of the H'on’ble Company’s Government and of the nation } 



BRITISH POLICY AND DIPLOMACY IN INDIA 
Letter No 1 —The letter Avhich Is not printed encloses extracts from a 
letter addressed under His nxccllenc> s authority, to the Resident 
at Delhi under date the 13th instant, as containing an explanation 
of principles of Britisli Pollc>, wdlh ^\hich His Lxccllency deems 
it expedient that all persons acting In the capacit> of Representa 
th'c of British Go\'emmcnl should be acquainted 

FnoM-N n rDMONSTONP SPCRPTAR'^ TO GOVERNMENT 
To-M FI PHINSTONF RFSIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fori IPiI/Iflm 24th January 1805 
The extension of our territorial poucssioni, or of our political control 
for purposes of expediency or c\cn of comparaliic security unsupported by 
motives of mdisputablv jusli c nnd mdispLnscblc necessity has never con 
ctituted an object of the Governor Gcnctal i policy 

The v'arioui and important additions which have been made to the 
Bntiih territory in India during the last seven years have onsinated In the 
prosecution of just and necessary v^ar of positive right under established 
treaties The augmentations of territory which have accompanied either 
the success of our Arms or the improvements effected in our subsidiary 
alliance with various native states have been iuilificd in point of policy as 
well as of right by their tnsepambic connection with the foundations of our 
security public faith honour and Indcpcncc In India But a genera) system 
of extension of temtoo or of enlarging the scale of our conquests and 
dominions ii contrary to the fundamental maxims of this Government which 
It prohibited b> la«. from punuing such sclicmes of unwarrantable aggran 
dizement 

It 11 highly important to our security as well as to our honour that these 
max ms of our policy should be fully understood b> every representative of 
ou*- Government In India and clearly explained to all our dependents and 
allies and to all the Native States cspcaally to those situated in the vicinity 
of our tcmtoncs 

Our power is founded not only on its intrinsic strength but on the 
lustice and equity of our principles of action Contiguous stales will be 
best maintained in a due respect for our Icmtory not by the perpetual alarm 
and terror of a rcstleu spirit of domination and encroachment but by the 
certain knowledge and experience that our vigilance to frustrate trcaclicry 
that our alaenty to resist aggression, and to punish all the principals and 
accomplices of unjust attacks or machinations against us or our allies arc the 
attributes of a great powerful and well ordered Government uniting mode- 
ration of principles with energy and promptitude of action and equally 
determined to reiyxjct the juit nghts of other Slates and to maintain and 
assert its own These principles form the most advantageous contrast with 
the vague and desultory policy of the native powers whose respect for our 
Government must be increased by every event ■which shall tend to confirm 
m their minds not only a sense of the magnitude vigour and stability of our 
power but a confidence of their own sccunty m the steady observance of 
justice and good faith towards ui and our allies Such lessons arc indeed 
slowly inculcated in barbarous and lawless minds But the progress of such 
a system however gradual will prove os certain and re^lar as the progress 
of the British power in India Experience has manifested that the wise 
policy established bv Parliament for the Government of India has been 
fully understood and acknowledged by the pnncipal native States and every 
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quarter of these extensive regions now furnishes salutary examples of the 
safety and prosperity of those Chiefs and States who have maintained good 
faith with the Company, of the ruin and disgrace of those who have violated 
it, of our justice towards all independent powers, of our attaehment to our 
allies, of our ability to detect falsehood and to repel violence and of our 
amity in the exercise of that commanding superiority which has ever attena- 
cd the actual employment of our arms Local and temporary inconvenience 
must be deemed subordinate to the permanent and general establishment 
of that system, which is the mam spring of our interests, power, and glory 
in India, and although the characteristic habits and dispositions of the rude 
and predator)^ tribes situated within the vicinity of our new frontier may 
oppose obstacles to the observation of the maxims stated in this dispatch 
we may form a confident expectation founded upon the firm basis of expe- 
rience and of general truth, at that time, and the undeviating operation of 
just principles supported by solid power will produce effects of more certain 
and permanent advantage than could be derived from any imitation of that 
desparate course of policy which has proved the disgrace and rum of our 
enemies m India 

A true extract 

N B EDMONSTONL, 

Secretary to Government 


Letter No. 2.— In this letter the Governor-General directs the withdrawal 
of troops under the command of Major General Wellesley from an 
advanced position on the north bank of the Godavery from where he 
could control any situation within the territoiies of the Nizam and 
the Peshwa. The troops under his command are to be distributed 
according to the plan suggested, owing to the end of the war with 
Holkar and the Establishment of amicable relations with Smdhia, 
Bhonsla and Peshwa. 

From— THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

To— MAJOR GENERAL WELLESLEY 

Fort Wtlham, 2Ath January 1805 

By the dispatches noted m the margin (of which copies have by my 
desire been forwarded for your information) you will perceive that although 
1 had every reason to be convinced of the hostile designs of Dowlat Rao 
S^idia and of the Raja of Berar (certainly originating in an erroneous esti- 
mation of the extent of Jeswant Rao Holkar’s power and success) it was not 
my intention to proceed to extremities with those Chieftains excepting m 
cases of the most indispensable necessity As long as the conduct of these 
powers appeared to be inconsistent with the relation of amity, and to indi- 
cate hostility. It appeared to me, to be expendient to pursue such a course, 
as might manifest to Dowlat Rao Sindia and the Raja of Berar the 
determination of the British Government to indicate its just rights, and to 
frustrate any designs which those Chieftains might have formed of a descrip- 
tion hostile to our interests or to those of our allies 

2 It has always however been my desire to maintain with Dowlat Rao 
Sindia and the Raja of Berar the relations of friendship which were so 
happily established by the Treaties of Peace concluded with those Chieftains 
and by the alliance concluded with Sindia and although the concurrence 
testimony of pacts from every quarter of India have satisfied me of the 
treacherous intention of those Chieftains, I am now disposed to believe that 
they have abandoned the designs which they had formed in consequence of 

28 
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the cxaRc'cratcd report* of Jeswani Uao IIolKar * pro^rc** and that the 
c\tnii of the v,ar in Hindutian and in the Deccan have compelled them 
to return to a proper (cnte of their oblittationi touardi the Ilritiih Gov 
crnmcni 

3 No qiicjlion* now depend either at the courii of Dowlat Rao 
Sindia or of the Raji of Iknr which appear to nitnacc an) interruption 
of the iubsi»iinj rclatmiiF with iliokt power* and the period of time ii 
arri\td at which the Unttnh Goxemment mas ssith tafclj cxlcid to those 
Chieftain* the ad Iitional benefit* hs which I propose to cement our 
connection 

4 The onI> point s\ith rccartl to Smdia which nt paint appear* to 
require considtralion i* the cslablitlimcnt of hi* Government in the pros 
met of Malwa and the traaxfcr to Sindia of the tcfntonc* in that province 
which base hten conquered from Jeiwant Rao llolfcar It ii ccrtainl} dciir 
able to induct Smdia to return to Ubain and to occup> the tcrntories 
which btlonpcd to Jeswant Rao llolkar m the nrosinct of Malwa but it 
neilhcr appear* to be nccc»sar> to compel Sindia to adopt tbc»c arrange- 
ment* nor to abandon the dcfcnusc alliance if he should rcfuic to compi) 
with the amicable rcprescnlationi which the Dritiih Resident at hi* court 
has been directed to addrcis to that Chieftain for the purpose of ImprosIng 
the condition of hi* Gosemment under the existing connection with the 
Rritish power 

5 With regard to the Raja of Berar the onI> question which I* likely 
to require discusiion i* the late insasion of the icrntonc* of the Soubahdar 
of the Deccan b) the troop* of the Raja or of the Officer* of the Rap * 
Gosemment Rut ihi* qucillon ma) be hereafter adjusted without diffi 
cults b> amicable negotiation under instruction* which ma> he issued to 
the Resident* at the Court* of the Soubahdar of the Deccan and of the Raja 
of Rcrar respective!) 

6 Under these circumstances ind adsertmg to the state of the Cam 
paign m Hmdoitan a* well at to the reduced state of the encm> » power 
ard resource* I am of opinion that the maintenance of the troop* under 
Colonel Hflliburton in an advanced position in the Deccan li now bccora 
mg unneces*ars a* far ni rcyiccting the irate of our relation* with Dowlat 
Rjo Smdia and the Raja of ucrar 

7 On the other hand the stale of the war with Holkar doc* not 
appear to me to require the continuance m the field of the troop* now under 
the command of Colonel Hahburton with a slew to the proiccutlon of 
hostihtic* against Holkar Smdia and the Peshwa must be called upon to 
occupy and to provide for the defence of the temtone* which have been 
conquered from Holkar in the province of Malwa and in the Deccan rc*- 
p«tivcly and it would be inexpedient to employ the Bntiih Force* in the 
Deccan in the protection of temtone* which having been conquered by 
the Bntiih arm* have been gratuitouilv ceded to the alllc* 

8 Adverting to all thc*e coniidcration* and to the state of the season 
at the Mnod of time when this dispatch may reach vou and the authorities 
m the Deccan I am of opinion that it It now advisable to adopt with every 
practicable degree of expedition the nccettary arrangement* for withdrawing 
tl c troops m the Deccan under the command of Colonel Haliburton from 
their present position and for establishing them in such positions as may 
be best calculated to afford protection to the temtone* of our allies the 
Soubahdar of the Deccan and the Peshwa 

9 As it IS uncertain whether you be at Poona when this dispatch 
may reach the authorities m the Deccan I have addressed a letter to Colo- 
nel Haliburton of which a copv is enclosed for your information directing 
hrm to withdraw the troops under his command from their present advanced 
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position to a convenient position on the north or left bank of the Godavery 
and there to halt until he can receive your orders for the final distribution 
of the troops under his command^ I have also ordered Colonel Haliburton 
to adopt arrangements for carrying into immediate execution the orders 
which you will be pleased to signify to fiim for the separation of the subsi- 
diary forces belonging to the Peshwa and the Soubahdar of the Deccan and 
for the reduction of all expenses and establishments now existing beyond 
the establishment fixed foi the subsidiary forces under the stipulation of 
the defensive alliance with those states; you will also give orders for return- 
ing to Bombay and to Fort St George, all corps, troops and followers be- 
longing to those Presidencies lespcctively which may now be in the Deccan, 
beyond the establishments of the subsidiary forces serving with the Peshwa 
and with the Soubahdar of the Deccan 

10 In considering the positions which it may be most beneficial to 
the public interests to select for the subsidiary force serving with the 
Peshwa and the Soubahdar of the Deccan, I have adverted to the reasoning 
contained in your dispatch to me under date the 26th January 1804 and I 
entirely approve of the proposed position on the Godavery for the mam 
bodie'J of the subsidiary forces serving with the Soubahdar of the Deccan 
and witji the Peshwa, with two battalions from each of those forces, to be 
stafioned at Hyderabad and Poona This distribution is calculated to meet 
every contingency either of peace or war and is the most beneficial arrange- 
ment which would be adopted with a view to derive every possible adyant- 
age from the services of these forces respectively 

11 You will be pleased therefore on the receipt of this dispatch to 
issue the necessary orders to Colonel Haliburton for the return of the troops 
under his command to the banks of the Godavery and for the separation 
•of the subsidiary forces now united under his command, together with the 
reduction of all such establishments as may not in your judgment, be deem-- 
ed necessary for the efficiency of the subsidiary forces serving with the 
Soubahdar of the Deccan and the Peshwa You will also direct the return 
to the territories of Fort St George and of Bombav t*i all corps, and troops 
which mav not belong to the subsidiary forces, and you will communicate 
early notice of your arrangements for this purpose to tho'-e Governments 
respectively It will also be necessary that in concert with the Residents at 
Hyderabad and at Poona, you should adopt such measures as vou mav deem 
norcssarv to enable you to distribute the subsidiary forces serving with the 
Soubahdar of the Deccan and the Peshwa to the northward of the Godaverv 
as proposed m your dispatch of the 26th January 1804, at the earliest period 
of time which may be deemed consistent with the security and advantage 
of the public interests in the Deccan 

12 Objections founded on the state of affairs at the courts of Hyder- 
abad and Poona may exist to frustrate the proposed arrangements as far as 
imv relate to the expediency of stationing the mam body of the subsidiary 
forces on the Godavery In that case you will be pleased to direct the 
return of the whole of the Nizam’s subsidiary force to Hyderabad, and of 
the Peshwa’s to Poona, or to Ahmednagar according to your discretion 
Copies of this dispatch will be transmitted to the Residents at Hyderabad 
and Poona, and they will be directed to furnish you with their sentiments 
respecting the most eligible arrangement for the distribution of the subsi- 
diary forces serving with the Soubahdar of the Deccan and the Peshwa 

13 In the actual condition of public affairs m the Deccan it daes not 
appear to me to be necessary for you to proceed to the Deccan, and to 
assume the exercise of the powers vested in you by my instructions of the 
9th November 1804 I am unwilling however to abrogate those powers 
Without affording you an opportunity of exercising your judgment with 
regard to the expediency of your retaining these powers, but unless any 
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objection should occur to >our mind 1 am of opinion that the> maj nor 
be Ncrificd b) jou without inconvenience to the public service It Ii not 
mv intention to iiiuc an\ ordcri on this subject until I receive a communi 
c^tlon of >our sentiments m rcpl> to this dispatch ^ou liavc m> permis- 
sion however to rcfiRn these powers if >ou should think proper and in that 
ease it w ill be ncccssan for >ou to civc early notice of )our rcsiRnalion to 
the GovcrAori of Port Gcorjtc and Bombay and to the several authorities 
in the Prcsidcnc> in order that the> may act accordinnl) 

14 Copies of this dispatch will be transmitted to the Governors of 
bort St George and Bombay to Hu rsccllcnc) the Commander in Chief 
to Colonel Cloft and In the Ucfidcnts at n>dcrabad Poona Nappur and 
at the Court of Dowlat Rao Smdia 


Letter No 3 —letter directing Colonel Hallburlon to occupi a position on 
the north bank of the Codavcr> so as to cover both the Icrrllories 
of the Peshwa and of the Subahdar of Bic Deccan The objects 
to be kept In view arc stated In paragraph 5 

rRO\i-THC GOVrRNOR GFNCRAL 
rfv-*cOLONrL HAI inURTON 

Fort WiUhm, 24th January 1805 

Wth a view to prevent an> unnecessary dcla> in the execution of the 
uidcrs which I have issued for the distribution of the troops now serving 
in the Deccan I deem it to be proper to transmit to you under my own 
hand the following orders for the regulation of your conduct 

2 In order to appritc >ou of the general scope of my views on the 
present occasion I have annexed to this dispatch an extract from the ini 
mictions which 1 have this d3> issued to Major General the Hon ble 
Arthur Wellesley together with a copy of my letter of this date to the Right 
Hon bio Lord William Bcntinck lou will consider these documents as 
well as this dispatch to be of the most secret nature 

3 On the receipt of these instructions you will proceed as soon as 
mny be practicable to collect the troops under the gener^ command with 
the exception of such detachment as in >our judgment may be essentially 
necessary to the security of the forts conquered from Holkar in the Deccan 
(♦arc must be token however that those detachments shall not be exposed to 
risk either from an enemy or for want of provjiioni after the return to the 
southward of the mam Dod> of the troops under your command 

4 As soon as the troops under your general command shall be collect 
ed yon will march towards the Godovery river and will occupy a position 
on its north or left bank somewhere obout Peepalgaon so as to cover both 
/he temtonei of the Peihwn and of the Soubahdar of the Deccan Pecpal 
eaon IS situated about 35 mile* southwest of Jalnapoor and about 40 mile* 
from Aurangabad and Is opposite to a place on the Godavery marked 
Racaiibori m Rcnncli map This appears to me to be an eligible situation 
but you will determine the exact position which it may be most advantageous 
to occupy on the Godavery river with reference to me tenor of my instruc- 
tions to Major General Wellesley and to the important objects ot keeping 
thf corps under > our command In health and well supplied with provisions. 

5 You will halt at the position which under these orders you may 
occupy on the left bank of the Godavery nver until you receive mstruction* 
from Major General Wellesley for the final distribution of the troops under 
your command but you will lose no time m making the neemary arranKc- 
ments for carrying such instructions from Major General Wellesley mto 
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execution as soon as they may reach you All your arrangements should be 
regulated with a view 1st to the ultimate separation of the troops under 
your general command, 2nd to the reduction of all extra charges and estab- 
lishments, and 3rd to the return to their respective establishments of all 
\’orps, which may be surplus to the fixed establishment of the subsidiary 
forces serving with the Peshwa and with the Soubahdar of the Deccan 

6 You will be pleased to report to Captain Armstrong, mv Military 
Secretary, the measures which you may adopt for the execution of these 
orders, and you will transmit for my information a return of all the troops 
vinder your general command together with the actual stations, and the 
probable period of time at which they may be expected to reach the posi- 
• ioQ which you are directed to occupy on the Godavery river 

7 Copies of these instructions have been transmitted to Ma^or-General 
the Hon’ble Aithur Wellesley, the Governors of Fort St George and Bom- 
bay to Colonel Close and to the Residents at Hyderabad, Poona, Nagpore 
and with Dowlat Rao Sindia Any letters which you may find it necessary 
to address to the Governors of Fort St George and Bombay on the occasion 
of these instructions, should be submitted to those authorities in their 
K(T irate capacities and not to the Governors in Council 


Letter No. 4. — ^Wellesley, directs the C-in-C to distribute the forces under 
his command and carry out fresh dispositions of forces in Northern 
India and Bombay, according to the plan he (Wellesley) suggests. 
It may be noticed how Wellesley anticipated the possibility of a 
trial of strength between the Marathas and the British in the near 
future, as he thinks the next autumn, and accordingly advised Lake 
to keep troops cantoned at convenient bases and foodgrain and 
fodder stocked for the purpose. This preparation of the British 
statesmen in India for any contingency was responsible for their 
ultimate success. 

From-WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

ro-LORD LAKE, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 

Fovt WtlJiam, 17th May 1805 

Your Lordship will have received several communications by my 
authority by which you will perceive that I have accepted an apology from 
Dowlat Rao Sindia for the late outrage offered to the British Residency, and 
<lial 1^ IS not my wish that your Lordship should pursue Sindia unless he 
whall make demands at the head of his army from a menacing position 

2 As Sindia has retired it does not appear to me to be advisable for 
your Lordship to pursue him at this season, although it would certainly be 
lust fiable to act hostilly against him in consequence of his reception of 
Jeswant Rao Holkar, and of Ameer Khan^ It is however extremely 
desirable to avoid war with Dowlat Rao Sindia I should hope that he 
will not now seek it and if it be possible to effect a settlement of Holkar’s 
affairs without further war, such an arrangement would certainly be 
.idvisable 

3 It IS now expedient to canton the Army at its several fixed stations 
and this measure properly arranged will afford sufficient security to our 
possessions, but although I expect that we may avoid war with Dowlat Rao 
'^india, I am decidedly of opinjon that the best security for the preservation 
of peace will be such a distribution of our armies as shall enable them to 
act against the enemy with vigour and celerity in case Scindiah should 
commence hostilities or Holkar again attempt to disturb the tranquillity 
of our territories 
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4 ^our I ordjhip will ihcrtforc like tiiu circumitancc into considers 
tion in canloninc the nrmv and in c\crj arnn^jement which jou may adopt 
uill ad\crt to the po^sibihtj of our bclnc hcrciftcr compelled to employ 
«^ur ?rm» ncalnit Do\slal Uio Scindia and to the ncce^^it) of icciinnc our 
\*aluablc po$sc«ioni ipainjt the pndalor^ attempts of Jcfxvant Rao Holkar 
or of an> other frccboolcrt: 

5 Tor tins purpose it will be ncce><ir> in the cicnt of hostilities that 
the troops to l>c employed apJinsi Sclndiah or any freebooter who may 
attempt to take our territories should be completely ready to commence 
actixe operations at soon as the seison wifl permit and arranpemcnti will 
of eonrsc be adopted b> your I^rdslnn foi cnHi‘Cfmp supplies etc and for 
complctinp every other prcpintion winch nnv l>e nccessii^ to enable your 
l».trdthip to dc9tro\ Slndia at an early period of the eniuinp season 

6 I sincerely hone that the octivc cmplovmcnl of our troops may 
Ivccomc unncccs«io out I consider it to he requisite to request your 
I ordship s altcntinn to the positblc continpency of our hemp compelled to 
all acts (?) of bindn or to operau apiinvi Holkar about the month of 
August or as soon ns the violence of she miny season may have subsided 

7 The arranpements stated In n subsequent part of this dispatch for 
(he cantonment of the troons will enable your lordship to nsicmbic n 
sufficient body of troops at the shortest notice but your Lordship will con 
sidcr this arranpement to Ivc IndistycnsnWc with a view to prov idc If necessary 
for the defeat of every attempt which ma) he made either bv Holkar ilnply 
or by Sindia or by their united forces npnnsi our possessions in the northern 
quarter of Hindoslan The inm and other stores required for the corps 
destined for eventual field service shall be collected at an advanced post 
and measures should bo adopted for this purpose with all possible expedi 
tion 

8 Your Lordship will be pleased to send the Bombay Army under 
Major General Jones towards Knmpoonh there to he cantoned until the 
season shall admit of its movement to Guccrat It is of preat consequence 
that the Bombay Army should return to that province as roon as may be 
possible and I should hope that it might march throuph Malwa when the 
season becomes more favourable before (he violence of the rams shall 
commence If the Bombay Armv is to wail until the complete termination 
of the rainy season before the Government of Bombm will have the icr 
vices of the troops at present undn the cnmmiud of Major General Jones 
and considerable inconvenience to the public interests m the province of 
Guzerat may result from this delay I am satisfied therefore that your 
I ordihip will direct the movement of the Bombay Army to Guzerat as 
soon as the season may admit of the adoption of that important arrange 
m nt 

9 In proceeding through Malwa jour lordship will of course take 
particular care that the Bombav Army is of sufficient rtrength cspcaally in 
cavalry to be superior to the Mahrattav The Bombay Armv should be able 
not only to defeat the main body of the Marhatta Armies but should alto 
hr able (o protect its supplies against any plunderers vho mav attempt t< 
interrupt them while our troops arc opposed to the main body of the 
Mahratta Armies For this purpose it will be indispensably necessary to 
strengthen the Bombay Armv with an efficient body of cavalry and your 
Lordship will probably be of opinion that two Regiments of Native Cavalry 
will be necessary to secure these important objects 

10 It 11 also of importance that the equipments of the Bombay Army 
should be rendered at complete as possible and that the Bombay Troops 
under the command of Major General Jones should be placed in a state fit 
for active field service previously to the commencement of their march 
towards Guzerat 
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11 Your Lordship will probably consider it to be advisable to 
accompany the Bombay Army^for the pm pose of facilitating his C^) arrival 
at the camp of Dowlat Rao Sindia. In that case adverting to the general 
tenor of my recent instructions to your Lordship Colonel Malcolm nught be 
empowered to employ the army on its march to Guzerat for the purpose of 
carrying into effect any arrangements which may be adopted in concert with 
Sindia, for securing the person of Holkar, or for prosecuting the objects of 
the instructions with which your Lordship may furnish Colonel Malcolm. 

12 In cantoning the troops under your Lordship’s command it 
appears to me to be necessary to provide for the following objects — 

First The Subsidiary Force with the Ranah of Gohud to be station- 
ed either at Gohud, or m some favourable position in that 
district 

Second A force in the province of Bundelkhund sufficient to covet 
that province and to enable the Revenue officers to complete 
the settlement of the revenues 

Third A force at Agra and Muttra 

Fourth A force at Delhi, and in the northern part of the Dooab 

13^ With regard to the European Troops I am inclined to be of opinion 
‘ tliat with reference to the considerations to which I have adverted m the 5th 
and 7th paragraphs of this dispatch it will not be advisable to send the whole 
of them to such a distance as Futtyghur and Cawnpore Your Lordship 
w'll in all probabilit}'’ find it expedient to canton the mam strength of your 
army on the right bank of the Jumna, or m the vicinity of tliat river, provid- 
ed the health of the Europeans be not exposed to risk by this measure 
Dangerous effects may be produced on the counsels of Sindiah by the return 
of our troops to stations far removed in the interior of our own province 
The cantonment of the troops on the frontier while it keeps in check all 
hostile or predatory attempts will also confirm the tranquillity, and good 
order which now subsists m the conquered provinces If such an arrange- 
ment were practicable it would be highly desirable to maintain a large body 
of Europeans in contonment and on the right bank of the Jumna, and I 
recommend this point to your Lordship’s most serious attention I wish 
indeed that your Lordship would consider whether it might not be 
expedient to fix the European cantonments, or at least one considerable 
European Corps on the right bank of the Jumna permanently Such an 
arrangement will always enable your Lordship without difficulty to compose 
every corps in advance of a due proportion of European and Native Infantry 
It apnears to me that every corps in advance should be composed of a cer- 
tain proportion of Infantry and Regular Cavalry and if possible of Euro- 
peans, as I consider any regularly composed army of this description to be 
superior to any force which the whole collected armies of the Native States 
can now assemble 

14 Adverting to the state of our military power and resources, and to 
the condition of the M'ahratta armies it appears to me that all corps of 
irregular troops In our service may now be reduced The expense of these 
corps IS great and their reduction would afford immediate relief Care 
must be taken however to make a suitable provision for the Native Corps 
who will otherwise be compelled to seek service with the enemy It is 
possible that the irregular corps may be disposed of among the attendants 
and the officers formerly in Sindia’s service may be distributed among the 
several irregular corps The Corps of Nagahs entertained in Bundelkhund 
if not already discharged, may m all probability be dismissed immediately 

15 With regard to the sepoy Battalions m Bundelkhund, who quitted 
the service of Ambajee and of Sindia, to enter into our service, it may not be 
advisable to disband them, if they can be employed without expense to the 
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Bntiili Government Three of (hem minhl be nJIoltcd (o the Banah of 
Gohud and three mfRht be cmplojcd at Delhi initead of the three Uattalioni 
of Nujeeb • under Colonel Ocl»tcrlon\ I understand lint two of SIndia t 
former Uattalioni arc alrcad) under Colonel Oclilerlony at Delhi Thu 
arranRement ^\ouId therefore provide for ciRht of ihcic Battalioni 

16 Pcrhopi the Soubalidar of Jliancl, ai v,c have cnRaRcd to protect 
him would rec<.i\c one or luo of thtit Battalioni and the remainder might 
be dispoicd of amonR our otiicr nlllci and dcpcndanli The Begum Sumroo 
ma\ alio be induced to take into her icrMcc lomc of the irregular Corpi 
to DC commanded b> Bntith Olhctr* and to dismiu all I renenmen who 
nou ma> be m her icnice 

17 Shaikh Kiillah All> and nn> other Native commander* who have 
conducted thcmiclvci to the latitfaction of vour 1 ordihip should be hbe* 
rail) rewarded These commander* ma> perhap* object to be placed under 
the command of an officer In the Companv * service At all event* it ii of 
the utmost importance to dispose of the^sc Corps a* soon as ma> be possible 
Evcr> effort should alio be made (o reduce all other extra charge* of every 
description without dcla> and the grcalc*t exertion sliould be used to settle 
our conquest* and to se'curc the Revenue from them 

18 On alt these point* I request >c>ur Lordship to transmit to me 
a detailed report as soon as ma> be practicabk I request >our Ixurdship 
also to trarumlt to me with all convenient expedition a return of all the 
irregular cavalr> 

19 I shall also be happ> to receive from >our Lordship statement* of 
the quantity of grain and itorct collected ot the different depots a* well a* 
of the ordnance cattle stores etc and also to learn from >ou the portion 
of supplies which >ou would desire to draw from Benares and Patna 

20 The enclosed copies of order* to the Government* of Fort St 
George and Dombav will apprize vour I ordihip of m> intention* with 
regard to the troops under those Government* rc*pcctivcl> and will enable 
your Lordship to regulate >ou proceedings with reference to the distnbu 
tion of the troops in the Province of Guzerat and m the Deccan 

21 Copies of this dispatch have been transmitted to the Governments 
o! Fort St George and Borab3> and to Colonel Close 


Letter No 5 — It Is an enclosure to the letter from the Chief Secretary to 
Government to Elphlnstonc of 24th July It supplies us^l 
Information pertaining to the strength of Holkar Slndhb Ameer 
Khan and their activities and inclinations The Governor of 
Bombay Is desired to keep Gujrat safe from their attacks 
The memorandum attached to this enclosure Is dated 24th July and 
perhaps prepared by Lt •Col Malcolm at Mathura The memo- 
randum is valuable because It gives plan of campal^ drawn up long 
before the offensive started and dearly sets forth the strategy to be 
adopted in the War 

Frpm-N b edmonstone secretary to government 

FORT WILLIAM 

To-THE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT BOMBAY 

Fort William 24th July 1805 
As It may be useful m the present situation of affair* that the Hon ble 
the Governor in Council should possets accurate information re^rding the 
slate of the force* under the Mahratta Chieftains m Hmdcrttan His Excel 
lency the Mos Noble the Governor General m Council had directed me 
to communicate to you for the information of the Governor in Council 
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at Bombay the following heads of intelligence submitted to His Excellency 
by Lieut -Colonel Malcolm on the 28th of June 1805 Lieut -Colonel 
Malcolm is at present at Muttra, the headquarters of the British Army 
under the personal command of the Right Hon’ble Lord Lake and is 
charged with the temporary execution of the duties entrusted to Mr Mercer 
who has proceeded to Calcutta on the Public Service 

2 The total strength of the armies of Sindia, Holkar and Meer Khan 
exclusive of Meer^ Khan’s Infantry and a small party commanded by Jes- 
want Singh who has obtained possessions of the person of Cashee Rao 
Holkar, and who has lately joined Yeshwant Rao Holkar is computed by 
Lieut -Colonel Malcolm to amount to about five thousand regular infantry 
With one hundred and forty guns, twelve thousand silledar horse, and 
about twelve thousand Pindaris In this collected force consists the whole 
of the actual strength of Jeswant Rao Holkar and Dowlat Rao Sindia 

3 The corps of Infantry are in a state of inferior equipment The 
principal body of Sindia’s Infantry was commanded by BapUste who has 
since been disgraced and put into confinement The remainer is under 
the command of an American named Jacob, who was assisted by a few 
Portuguese Officers and who is responsible for the discipline of the corps, 
but the Chief Command and the payment of the corps is entrusted to a 
Brahmin Mootasuddee, and the Corps has lately been much diminished by 
desertion Baptiste’s corps consisted of nine Battalions but has also been 
diminished by desertion and is now commanded by Bapojee Sindia, who 
has three Battalions of his own which are in a very reduced state of dis- 
cipline and equipment 

4 Jeswant Rao Holkar's force now consists of about 1,500 Pagah 
Horse and about 7,000 Mahdar Horse including a party of about 1,200 
attached to Meer Khan There is, besides this corps, another of Infantiy 
consisting nominally of eight Battalions, but whose total numbers do 
not exceed eighteen hundred men The Corps of Jeswant Rao’s Infantry 
is commanded by Hernaut Dada and is chiefly consisted of the remains of 
the Smdia’s six Battalions of Infantry which formed the strength of Jeswant 
Rao Holkar’s force at the commencement of the War, but which we nearly 
destroyed at the battle of Deeg, and in subsequent actions 

5 The Artillery of the combined armies of Sindia and Holkar amount- 
ing to 140 pieces of Cannon is of various calibres, from three to nine 
pounders which are in general unsenuceable and ver^^ ill-equippcd Of 
the corps of Golundauze which formerly belonged to Sindia, not above 200 
now remain and these are mutinous and discontented for want of pay 

6 Meer Khan’s Infantry is stated by Mr Jenkins on the 29th of 
March 1805 to have amounted to six Battalions nominally Their total 
number was about fifteen hundred men and these corps were vcr>’ inferior 
in their equipments and discipline The greater part of Meer Khan’s 
Infantry is generally at Seronge or m the vicinity of that place and is com- 
manded by a Mussalman named Shah Mohammed Khan by whom it is 
employed to collect the Revenues of that province and to exact tributes 
from the petty chiefs in the vicinity 

7 The small party under Jeswant Singh stated in the 2nd paragraph 
of this letter amounts to about 1,200 Horse, and four weak and lil-nppointoa 
Battalions, wuth some guns Yeshwant Singh has lately been plundering 
in Malwa'in the name of Cashee Rao Holkar, and it is reported that it is 
the* present intention of Jeswant Rao Holkar to proclaim Cashee Rao 
Holkar as the nominal head of the Holkar family 

29 



8 The advance of the Riaht lion blc I ord Lake to the Chumbu! fn 
the month of April produced the effect of a defeat on the armies of Dowlat 
Kio Sindia nnd Jesunnt Rao Holkar and the precipitate and Ion;: marchei 
which thoic Chieftains were compelltd to make at n most icvcrc leaion 
of the >car occasioned tlic loss of firent numbers of men, hones and cattle 
nic> were afterwards forced to leave Kotah and to march through the 
iiillt b> a pass consi(lcnbI\ to the wcstuini of floondcc uhtncc lhe> hare 
moxed to their present position near Shahpoor In their march through 
the Boondcc Hills Sindia and Holkar arc stated bj' Colonel Malcolm to 
have suffered severely by the depredations of the Mecnai (a plundcnng 
tribe which mfenls the hills m tint quarter) who after dcstro>ing many 
of their followers and plundering their baggage made an attack on Jeswant 
Rao Holkar in person but in this attempt tnc Nlccnat arc stated to have 
been repulsed with Ion 

9 The price of gram for the list month in the Mflhratta Camps has 
been under (our seen for a rupee Smdn cannot expect an> revenue from 
his southern po<scf*:ion^ as long as he remains in the Northern quarter 
of Hindustan Jeswant Rao Holkar has not any regular revenue and 
has alwajs placed his whole dependence on the plunder of his neighbours 
It appears therefore that the existing resources of tliesc Chieftains arc 
Insufficient to pa> or maintain for an> period of lime even their present 
reduced and dispintcd force wfiich must graduall> diminish unless new 
resources can be devised for their pav*mcnt which in the actual state of 
Hindustan scarccl> appears to bt poiimic Thc> have been supported for 
the last three months b> the funds which were extorted from Ambajec 
Inglia who lias since been released and declared (as it stated) Minuter to 
Smdia in room of Serjy Rau Ghauika These funds must now be exhaust 
cd at IS evident from the numerous desertions from the armies of Sindia 
and Holkar (or want of mono to pa> the troops 

10 bindia has been deserted b; Moontbec Kav>I Nvm and the only 
Civil Officer of rank remaining in his ten tee arc Bapoo Cnitnavcci^ Rama 
chandra Bhaskar (conimonh called Anna Sic Noveese an Officer of 
neither influence or abilit>) and Amhajcc Iiiglio Rnpoojcc Sindia ond 
Sedaihiv Rao (often called Bbau Bhaskar) who have neither any character 
as commanders arc the onl> Military officers of rank remaining with 
Sindm 

11 The desertions from Holkar s Array have been numerous and of 
a great injurv to the reputation and stren^h of thol Chieftain s power 
from the rank and character of the Officers who have abandoned his for 
tunes among these arc Holkar s Bukshec Bhawam Shankar the Nabob 
Moostefa Klian Mohammed Khan Afrccdec Uihreef Khan, Bahadur Khan 
and Ushraf Beg Mccr Khan Nu^ab Khan Wahib Ah Khan Bungi^ 
and Shahamut Khan the only remaining officers m hii army of any reputa 
tion offered also to desert from him but their demands were so exorbitant 
that they were rejected by Lord Lake 

12 It IS reported that Sindia and Holkar intend to canton their 
armies during the rami In Ajmere But the Governor General in (Council 
is persuaded that the Hon blc the Governor in Council at Bombay will 
not lu any account relax hit vigilance in attending to the security of the 
province of Guzerat and in maintaining the British Troops m that quarter 
in a constant state of efficiency and preparation for active duty whenever 
their senicci may be required 

13 The army under Major General Jones at Took Rampoora ii m 
good health and may be expected- to be ready to move in the month of 
August The Grand Army under the personal command of Lord Lake 
It cantoned on the Right Bank of the Jumna and is also in a state of 
efficient preparation for active service at a moment s notice The Corps 
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under Colonel Martindell is in the vicinity of Narnea, and the Hight 
Hon’ble Lord Lake in conformity to the instructions of the Governor- 
General has established a Subsidiary Force of three Battalions of sepoys 
with a due proportion of artillery in the province of Gohud 

14 The Governor-General in Council desires that such parts of this 
intelligence as may appear to be necessary may be communicated to Colonel 
Woodingden and to the Resident at Baroda 

15 I am directed by the Governor-General in Council to add, that 
neither Sindia nor Holkar since their junction have made any attempt to 
violate the territories of the Company or of the allies, and that all Sindians 
professions to Mr Jenkins are of the most pacific nature It is, however, 
impossible to place any reliance upon assurances tendered under such cir- 
cumstances The Governor-General in Council still entertains a strong 
hope, that all commotion in India may speedily be appeased upon the 
basis of the late treaties of Peace and Subsidy , and the appointment of 
Ambajee to the Chief Administration of Smdia’s affairs may probably 
accelerate such an issue of the present disturbances But it appears to bt 
more prudent to rest our security in all quarters upon an early and effectual 
state of preparation for war The manifestation of a prompt disposition 
to repel aggression and to enforce the respect due to the British Power 
will certainly check the designs of all our enemies and may be expected to 
convince all the powers of Hindustan and the Deccan that the most pru- 
dent course of policy which can be pursued by them, will be to concur in 
confirming and consolidating the equitable principles of the late general 
pacification 

Letter No. 6 — ^The enclosure to this letter notified to the British Residents 
at Hyderabad, Poona, Baroda and Mysore, that Sarji Rao (xhatgay 
was regarded as a public enemy, who must be apprehended and 
handed over to his master Dowlat Rao Sindhia 

From— N B EDMONSTONE, SEGRETART TO GOVERNMENT. 
To-M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort Wilhcmn, 19th October 1805 

I am directed by the Hpn’ble the Governor-General to transmit to you 
for your information the enclosed copy of a circular letter to the Residents 
at Hyderabad, Poona, and Baroda of the present date, announcing the 
determination of the British Government to consider Serjee Rao Ghautka, 
the late Minister of Dowlat Rao Sindia, in the light of a public enemy, 
and to request that you will take an early opportunity to communicate 
this resolution to the court of Nagpore 

To-THE RESIDENTS AT HYDERABAD, POONTA, BARODA, 
AND MYSORE 
Sir, 

The conduct of Serjy Rao Ghautka, late Minister of Dowlat Rao 
Sindia, having been notoriously such as to place him in the condition of 
a public enemy to the British Government and Dowlat Rao Sindia having 
signified to the Right Hon’ble Lord Lake, his special request that Serjy 
Rao Ghautka may be considered and treated by every British constituted 
authority, as a rebel, to his Government and the nature of the connection 
and the spirit of the engagements subsisting betwen the British Govern- 
ment and Dowlat Rao Sindia acquiring that the British Government and 
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iti nlhci coliccthcl) nnd ]ndiM(IinII> ihoiild not onI> ulililinid from Scrjy 
Hno Glnutkn nil continuance nnd protection hut should lake ndrnntacc of 
nn\ opporlunlh which n)a> oHcr of reizInR hii pcr>on for the purpoic of 
heme atlotrcd up to Douht Rao Sindin or olhcrwiit dliocncd of ai 
nia> m tint c>tnt be determined I nm directed b> the lion bic the 
GoNcrnoT Geneni to uRnifN to >o« that Serjy Uao Glnutka it hencefor 
ward to be convldcrtd in the Ilehl of a public cncm> of the British Govern 
mcnl and of a relic] to the aulIiorIl\ of bit IcCilimate tovcrclnn and to 
detiT.w that >ou will mimcdiatcU tittml) tlm determination to lUi Uichncti 
the Peshwn rcque'tlmn IIii Ilmnnest on the fround of bis nlliancc with tlie 
Hrifith Qo\crnmcnt to liiuc order* lo hi* ofilcer* and directing them to 
cmploN their «tmo*l exertion* n* opportunilic* ma> offer In actinjt nfiainsl 
Scrj\ ftao Ghautka as a public enim> of the State nnd in endeavouring to 
seize bis person 

2 oil Will be pleased to tranimlt a eop> of thii letter to the Officer 
commanding the Subsidnrv I orre with instruction* to apprize the officer* 
in charge of Delaclimcnts from the force under Id* command of the deter 
minotion mnounced m (bit letter 

3 A rop> of ihit dispatch with corTctnonding instructions will be 
transmitted to the Government* of Fort St George and Uomba> 

1 have the honour to be 
Sir 

Benare** '\our most obedient humble tenant 

19th October ]m (Sd) N B rOMONSTONC 

Srcrrtflrj* to GtJrrmmenf 

Letter No 7 — Edmonstonc rcnorls Ihc denth of Cornwallis and asks 
Eiphlnstone to assure the Bhonsb that (here will he no change in 
the attitude and policy of the new Gov'emor-Gencral Sir George 
Barlow towards (he Bhonsla lie intlma{cs (he situation of affairs 
concerning the Slndhla and the Holkar The Holkar is reported 
to be at Patiala expecting help from the King of Kabul and E^nflt 
Singh both of whom as the enclosures to this letter reveal are 
averse lo giving htm any help The enclosures are important 

From N B EDMONSTONC SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT 
To-M S ELPHINSTONE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Camp on (lie nver near AUahabad 2Sth October 1805 

1 nm directed to transmit to you the cncloicd letter to the Raia of 
Bemr under date 19th instant from the Hon blc the Governor General 
announcing the decease of Marquis Cornwallis and the succcsiion of the 
Hon blc Sir George Barlow, Baronet lo the Office of Governor General 
with copies in English and Persian for your information 

2 You will observe in that letter a reference to you for further parti 
cular The pnncipal object of that reference Is to accredit you as the 
representative of the British Government under the present ijdminlBlra 
tion It will merely be necessary that you should make a representation 
to the Raja m the spirit of the Governor General s letter, ana endeavour 
to satisfy His Highness that no change whatever m the favourable benti 
menti and intentions of the British Government toward* him will be occa 
lioned by the unhappy event of Marquis Comwalli* decease It may be 
proper, however that you should take this opportunity of apprizing the 
Kaja that under the orders of the late Governor General considerable 
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progress has been made in a negotiation with Dowlat Rao Smdia for the 
satisfactoiy adjustment of all points of difference between that Chieftain 
and the British Government. Dowlat Rao Smdia having previously com^ 
plied with the requisitions of the British Government for the separation 
of his interests from those of Jeswant Rao Holkar, and for the dismission 
of Mr Jenkins who has since arrived at the headquarters of the British 
Army and that it is the intention of the Governor-General to prosecute 
that negotiation upon the basis on which it has been commenced 

3 By the latest accounts Jeswant Rao Holkar had arrived with the 
cavalry of his army, stated to consist of no more than 6,000 Sillahdar horse 
and above 7,000 Pindans at Puttela (Patiala*?) none of the six Chieftains of 
note had joined him Holkar’s infantry with a small number of ill-appoint- 
ed^ artillery has been left to act against the possessions of the Company m 
Hindustan Measures, however, have been adopted by the Right Hon’ble 
Lord Lake to arrest the orogress of Holkar’s Infantry and to cut off the re- 
treat of Holkar himself if he should attempt to return to Hindustan With a 
view^ to enable you to apprize the Raja of the little probability of Holkar’s 
obtaining any support either from the Raja of Lahore, or from the King 
of Kabul, I am directed to transmit to you the enclosed papers of intelli- 
gence from which it appears that the Raja of Lahore is not in a condition 
to afford Holkar any aid, and that great dissensions prevail among the Sikh 
Chieftains, and that Shuja-ool-Moolk, the King of Kabul, is not only pre- 
cluded by the danger of revolt in any foreign expedition, but manifests no 
disposition to attend to the solicitations of Holkar’s vakeel who appears to 
be treated with indignity and neglect Under the circumstances indeed of 
Holkar’s retreat from Hindustan, with so inconsiderable force, it cannot 
be supposed that either the Chief of Lahore, or the King of Kabul would 
be encouraged to support his cause, even though the internal state of their 
respective Governments admitted of their engaging in a distant expedition 
Jeswant Rao Holkar, however, has industriously endeavoured by fabricated 
intelligence to propa^te a belief that he will return to Hindustan accom- 
panied by a force of Dooraunies and by the troops of the Raja of Lahore, 
and the principal Sikh Chieftains 

To— RAJA RAGGOJEE BHONSLA 

V)th October 1805 

Before your receipt of this letter Your Highness will have received the 
afflicting intelligence of the decease of the Most Noble Marquis Cornwallis, 
Governor-General of the Hon’ble Company’s possession, and Commander- 
in-Chief of the British Forces in India In consequence of this unhappy 
event the Government of the Company’s dominions has devolved upon 
me according to a provisional arrangement of the Supreme authority in 
England 

Your Highness’s knowledge of the great qualities which distinguished 
that illustrious Nobleman, and of the personal regard which His Lordship 
entertained for you will have excited in Your Highness’s mind a peculiar 
degree of concern and regret at the occurrence of this unhappy event 

Your Highness, however, may be assured that this misfortune will 
occasion no change whatever in the disposition of the British Government 
towards you 

I am apprized of the letter which the late Governor-General addressed 
to you under date the 18th September I deem it proper to inform Your 
Highness that I entirely concur In the sentiments and intentions expressed 
in that letter, and that it is my determined resolution to act in conformity 
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to llicm ^our Hinhncis ^ill nccordinrlj* be pleated to conildcr that Idler 
to be of the force and \alid)t> ^^»th rcfcTcncc to m> authority ai if ii had 
been addrctied to >ou under my kiI and ii^mturc 

I deem It proper to inform ^oitr Hichnwt. that I hn\c judfjed it expe 
dlcnt to proceed to the upper province* for tnc arranRcmcnt of affair* to 
til Urttward nnd lint I am arrived ot Hcnarc* 

I or furilicr particular* 1 bes leave to refer ^our Illphncti to the repre- 
tentntion* of the Rciidcnt Mr riphinstone 

(A true copy ) 

N n CDMONSTONr Scej to Govt 
Lahore 

8t/i Ocldtcr 1805 

It 1 * *aid that Hit Ma}«t> Shah Shnla^ool Mulk who intend* to puniih 
the Governor of Kailimir and meant to piocccd b> the v\i) of Peshawar 
Shah ^da Kv»ur had intended to put lalch Khan to death, when Hu 
Majett> heard of tint he tent the pnnee a lakh nf rupee* a* the price of 
hit blood ordcnnc him to tpart hi* life and tend him to the presence he 
alio tent a Pcuhkliidmut to Kandhar In order to bnn^ up laltcii Khan 
from thence When the Pcidtkhidmut arriveii there he informed that the 
Shahznda and Fattch Khan were connected in the »trictc*t friendship and 
had rcioKcd conjointly to throw off their allegiance The Pciikhidmut 
Tvai told that Futtch Khin should not be (pven up Hu Majctt> ottoniihcd 
at thit conduct held frequent coruultalioni on the subject with the Prime 
Minuter and in consequence of which the intended march to Peshawar u 
postponed for the present 

ITranvlation of a letter from Mohammed Abba* Khan MoeiM>o! Moolk 
Jt Kabul to Colonel Ochtcrlon> dated 17th Jcmmdcc-oo^ancc (13th Sep- 
tember 1805)] 

Your two letter* made me happy b) their arrival I have learnt that the 
Nabob m) father had *ct out for this place He ii not >ct arnved when 
he come* >ou shall licar all particular* for wherever I am nothing ihall 
be done contrary to >our wuht* 

Abdoolah Khan Holkar* vakeel is here and no more credit at 
thu place than a dog and cvciybody can see through the falsity of hit 
representations He ha* not yet received any answer* to his letter* 

Letter* from the Viricr-ool Momaluk to the address of the Governor 
General and Lord Lake which were formerly sent have not yet received 
any repliei at these attcntiotu had to the incrcaie of friendship Answer* 
ought to be sent and indeed it would be proper to addret* the kind himself 
in order to strengthen the amity between the two States, I make thete 
suggestion* at a faithful adherent to the (ximpany 
(True copie* ) 

N B EDMONSTONE 
Secretary to Government 

Intelligence from a secret agent m the Sikh Country received at Muttra 
the ^h October 

Runjeet Smgh for thi* last teven yean ha* been occupied in taking 
potsctsion of Lanorc and the dutnets adjoining to the prejudice of Goojur 
Singh 1 * now matter of the Punjab He lately auerabled about twenty thou 
land horse and foot and marched against Kootuboodeen Khan Afghan but 
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was completely unsuccessful m that expedition in consequence of which the 
Raja’s occupying the districts of Rotas, Jhelum, etc , have rebelled against 
him and defeated his troops In short his Government is now m a totter- 
ing condition, and his own troops will not obey his orders being officered 
by his favourites and lelations who are destitute of abilities 

Kootuboodin Khan on the contrary has everything in the highest ordei 
Saheb Singh, Raja of Patiala, is so very weak and stupid that his affairs are 
daily falling into confusion Raniect Sinffii is now making levies and 
collecting troops near Ramnagar, 80 coss to the northward or Lahore near 
the river Jhelum 

Sardar Jodah Singh Thouka with the Sikh Chieftains and the Bhungees 
are in alliance with Kootuboodeen Khan and enemies to Ranjeet Sin'gh 

Ranieet Singh’s officers in Amritsar are busily employed in procuring 
and making up Military Stores 

Holkar and Sindia’s Vakeels are now at Kabul m attendance with Shah 
Shujaool Moolk whom they are endeavouring to excite to an invasion of 
Hindustan The king appears to listen to their representations 

Saheb Singh of Guzerat with Josswant Singh and others of the Bhangi 
tribe also Joud Singh Thouka, etc , conjointly with Kootuboodeen Khan 
are using every endeavour to excite the Afghan Monarch against Ranjeet 
Singh. A great fair will be held at Amritsar in the month of October 

(A true copy ) 

N B EDMONSTONE, 

Secy to Govt 

Letter No. 8.— Edmonstone intimates the Commandant of the Ramgarh 
Battalion that there was a conspiracy by Amrut Rao, Peshwa’s 
brother and Nana Saheb, Bhonsla’s brother, to start an insurrec- 
tion beLveen Mirzapur and Midnapur 

From— N B EDMONSTONE, SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, 

To— CAPTAIN ROUGHSEDGE, COMMANDING THE RAM- 
GARH BATTALION 

Fort Wvlham, 9th November 1805 

Information has been received that a plan is m agitation under the 
direction of Amrut Rao for effecting an insurrection within the Campany’s 
Provinces, whenever affairs to the westward may appear to afford a favour- 
able opportunity, by clandestinely entertaining troops who are to remain 
at their habitations in readiness to be collected when required 

It has been stated that the operation of this plan is to extend from 
Mirzapore to Midnapore and that Amrut Rao who has declined his intention 
of coming to this place, is to be prepared to support the insurrection 
Sir George Barlow is not induced to give much credit to this information 
but does not think it right to disregard it If there is any truth in this 
intelligence Sir George Barlow deems it not improbable that this 
plan may be combined with the project of an excursion into the district ot 
Ramghar by troops which are reported to be collecting under the direction 
of the Raja of Berar’s brother Nana Sahib in Chhattisgarh 

You will recollect that Amrut Rao was some time at Nagpore and 
passed through Chhattisgarh on his way to Benares and he may possibly 
have communicated with Nana Sahib on this subject 



Sir Gcorcc HirloM^ ihcrtforc thinks it adv liable tint rou should 
cndca\our to nictrlflin whether there ore an> troopi collected In a luini 
cioiii form or position In the proslncc of ClihaltiiRhar and near the 
Compan> s frontier and to obtain Inlcllistcncc uitli rejjard to the existence 
of nn> concert between Amrut Kao and the Mnhratla officcri in Chhatli 
char and Raianpur and that jou nmII succcit such nicaiurcs ns ma> appear 
to >ou to be calculated to repel an> attcmplid incursion tf it should 
appear to be in apitation 

It ^ill be proper to proceed ^^llh ciiition In tlili Inscstication with 
a \icw to ob\i3tc luspicion and alarm and Sir Gcorcc Barlou rcqucili you 
will keep this communication entire!) secret 


Letter No 9 —Col Close reports the news that he had confidentially 
reccK’cd from the Acent of Coa Go\‘cmmcnl In Poona to the effect 
that the Sindhia and ilolkar had applied to the Portuguese Go>*cmor 
of Goa for Military aid contlsllnfl in 4—5 000 European troops 
There Vk-as also comp on i widespread conspiracy of the Maralha 
Chieftains In the Deccan In co-operation vdlh the SIndlila and 
Holkar Enclo^^urcs 3 and 4 arc sery Important 

From-COLONPI Close RHSIDENT AT POONA 

To-THr GOVERNOR GCNbRAL 

Pootia lOth Noi ember 1805 

1 ha\Q the honour to enclose for >our information a copr of a dit 
patch which I hfl\c receded from Major General Sir William Clarke con 
toinina information of the circumstance of Dowlat Rao Sindln and Jes 
want Kao Holkar havlnR applied throuRh the Goa Agent at this station 
to he Government of that Island for the succour of 5 000 European 
Troopi 

You will have icon Hon bic Sir from the corrcipondcncc of this 
Resident^ that dunng the penod since February last the Agents of Sindia 
and Holkar have been anxiouily busy in spreading those intrigues all over 
the Deccan At Mcritch (Mvnjt and Kolhaporc these Agents have been 
particularly active appearing there at different times without di guise or 
secrecy and holding frequent consultotiom with the different memben of 
the Putwardhan family and the Raja of Kolhapore at which a Karkoon 
belonging to Ragotim Rao of Hyderabad was said to have been generally 
present In the month of June fast Captain Sydenham discovered an hoi 
tile correspondence which was clandestinely carried on by penoni m the 
Camps of Holkar and Smdia and Mahratta Pharkia and Anand Rao Key 
sur at Poona the latter having formerly served as Karkoon of Ragotim Rao 
at the Peshwa i Durbar and a little time previous to that period Captain 
bydenham further ascertained that bills for 5 lakhs of rupees had been 
granted by Sindia s vakeel at Nagpore on persons at Poona and that this 
sum was destined for Vishwai Rao Ghalkcy at Kolhapore 

Shortly after my return hither from the northward at the end of June 
last the Peshwfi sent me original letters addressed by Smdia and Holkar 
to His Highness s principal servants calculated to wihdraw His Highness 
from his alliance with the Hon ble Company and immediately afterwards 
a Mission from Smdia and Holkar consisting of Balajee Koonjur Khandojcc 
Mahudeo and Jeswant Rao Gorcporch was dispatched for the Poona 
Durbar and you will bave further perceived Hon ble Sir that in my 
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address No 8 to your predecessor, I communicated a report which had 
been made to me with a serious air by Byajee Naik that the intrigues of 
the confederates on this side of India were advanced so far as to afford 
them the prospect of considerable advantage should they be able to return 
to the Deccan 

When the Mission above noticed commenced its journey, Mr Jenkins 
gave intimation of the circumstance expressing his apprehension that it was 
employed for^ some purpose injurious to the alliance between the Peshwa 
and the Hon’ble Company and the anxiety which His Highness has since 
shown that this Mission should not be allowed to come on to Poona has 
been stated at different times m my correspondence 

The foregoing circumstance I have been led to particularize in order 
that you may be enabled to judge, Hon’ble Sir, that they may tend to 
corroborate the information communicated by the Goa Agent and entitle 
it to credit 

Since receiving Major General Sir William Clarke’s dispatch I have 
found means to open a secret and confidential communication with Goa 
Agent and give a narrative which I have just received from him ‘ I do 
myself the honour to enclose a copy he has shown great solicitude that his 
having given this information should be kept a profound secret 

Goa, 27th September 1805 

My Dear Sir, 

It has been reported to me from the neighbourhood of Kistna that 
the Kolhapore Raja in consequence of late communications from Jeswant 
Rao Holkar has commenced levying troops with great activity He has 
appointed Ragonath Rao Mama to the principal command He has been 
joined by Hary Punt Bhave, who after the retreat of Futteh Singh Mannea, 
remained m the neighbourhood of Pandharpur, and by Ragoonath Manea 
lately a Sirdar with Chintamin Rao 

1 have the honour to remain, 
WILLIAM CLARKE 

To— COLONEL CLOSE, RESIDENT AT POQNA 

Goa, 29th October 1805 

My Dear Sir, 

The accompanying papers were this moment communicated to me by 
tha Portuguese Adjutant-General bv order of His Excellency the Governor 
of Goa The information you possess will enable you immediately to 
determine the extent of credit to be given to the report of the Portuguese 
Agent at Poona I accompany the papers above alluded to with a transla- 
tion of the material part 

I have the honour to remain, 
WILLIAM CLARKE 

To— COLONEL B CLOSE, RESIDENT AT POONA 

Report of Vithal Rao, Agent at Foona, from the Government of Goa 

That about five or six months since a Karkoon belonging to Laroba 
Serwaiswar (who is an inhabitant of Sawant Waree) and serves Sindia in 
Camp as his Agent for the Goa Affairs paid him a visit at his house m 
Poona That on enquiring of the Karkoon what had brought him to Poona, 
he said he was directed from Sindia’s Court and was on his way to visit 

30 
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NVhN\ai Rno Ghautkc) at Kolhaporc Tint on further cnnuir^ the Karkoon 
Slid he wai cmplo>Ld on n mitslon from Sindh and Ifolknr which he 
would proceed (o explain tint he then wtnl on to m> that the Mah 
ratla Clncftalni were wlllinp to rccof»ni7c the Treat) of Alliance which lub* 
nhted between tlic lion hie the Compan) and the ^eph^ a and oitrcc that 
the llonblc Compan\ rliould keep poFteuion of llic tcrrllor) whicli had 
men ceded to It b) the I'cihwa under the Treat) but could nc\er allow 
tUil the UritiiU Go\crnmcnl ihoutd »nnd between the I’c»hwn and the 
different Mahntn Chicftaini That ihctc Chieftainx had wnped war with 
the llrili<ii GoNcrnmcnt the result of which was that that Government had 
nut onl) Rot noMcmon of a larRe portion of llic Mnliratia terntor) but 
given n considerable division of it to the Nlzam^ that this act was cxtrcmel) 
olnoxious to the Moliratn Chieftains who still were willing to come to 
nn accommodation with the British Govcrnmi-nt provided it should with 
draw Its troops from tlic Mahnifi terrilorie*s and leave the Mnhratta Chief 
tains to hold such intercourse with the Peshwa ns the^ should judge proper 
Tint so disposed the Maliratta Chieftain were desirous tint tlic Portu 
guesc Government at Goa who were In friendship with both sides should 
interpose in an amicable manner and mediate a pacification that he the 
Agent having received this information from tlie Karkoon was induced 
to give intimation of it to lus pnncim! at Goa and aftervards received 
a rcplv to tins effect that the information which he had communicated 
should he regarded In the manner that might anjvcar to he most proper 
That the Karkoon proceeded on his joumc) to Kolhaporc and since then 
had not returned to Poona That after nn intcnal of about 15 davi from 
the departure of the above Karkoon another Karkoon arrived from I^rcoba 
^llwallu^ XV ho communicated to him from f^arcobah that Sindia and Hoi 
kar were anxious that the Portuguese Government should assist them with 
S 000 r uropcan Troops or at least 4 000 That It was their w ish that these 
troops should be landed on the Sowantwarcc district or at some post in 
till neighbourhood and that the service of those troops should be paid for 
m mon^ or land as might be most acceptable to the Portuguese Govern 
ment That he the Agent according!) communicated the above sollcita 
tion to hii Pnnapal at Goa who replied m general terms that he had Te- 
rmed the dispatch and comprehended its contents that he the Agent 
would continue to communicate such Information as he might occasionally 
lA^civc That tills Karkoon too porcccdcd to Join Wiswas Rao Ghautkey 
at Kolhaporc from whence he did not return Thai above 5 weeks ago a 
gosoos called Soolcaunah arrived from Larcoba in Sindia s Camp and stated 
that Balajee Koonjur was coming from Sindia i Camp with full powert 
from that Chieftain and Holkar and that on hii arrival he the Agent 
would be full) informed on every point That the Jasoos afterwards te* 
turned to the northward 

B CLOSE 
Resident at Poona 

Translated extract of a report tn L^phoT conveyed to Senhor ManocJ 
Joze Games I aurcro Secretary of State at Goa 6) Vilhal Rao Gorkcf 
the Portuguese Agent at Poonc imdcr dote the lOt/i Inslont 

Balajee Korniur formerly Prime Minuter to the Peshwa vtaited on 
me on the part of Dowlat Rao Sindia requesting me to inform the Cover 
nor of Goa that he had need of the assistance of six thousand Curooean 
Portuguese to chastite the English as they deserved that he requested the 
Governor to furnish this force and offered to give up one-fourth part of 
all the country that may be conquered He proposed that this succour 
should be sent either to Colabah or to Malwah# and assured me that their 
reception was a.dju6t«J with the Raja of KolhapcrfCi To bear the Cipeosg 
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of flic froop'? he proposed to ^^I^e fwo lalchs of rupees per annum, secured 
on lands in the neighbourhood of Daman or elsewhere To this i gave no 
direct ans\Ner, and Balajcc waited on me again, to say that he had received 
fresh letters from Dowlat Rao Sindia, who was anxious for a speedy reply 
from the Governor to his proposals, vhich proposals he hoped would be 
kept secret as possible That Sindia would himself go in person to receive 
the succour tcquircd and w’ould bring wnth him fifty thousand Cavaliy, 
besides the Arm\ of the Kolhaporc Raja As soon as the succour should 
arn\e he w'ould dclncr the forts of Baroch and the province of Guzerat 
into their hand ” 

To this insolent proposal the Secretary of State w’rotc a letter to the 
Portuguese Agent at Poona of which the followung is a translated extract — 
Goa, 28th October 1805 "As for jour letter in c^ pher, I did not expose 
the contents of it to His Excel lcnc\ knowing that amongst his virtues are 
conspicuous those of constancy and fidelitv to the allies of Portugal, there- 
fore, while I maintain m\ senses I wull never venture to submit to His 
Excellency such matters as ire contained in \ our letter in cypher, and 
you may make this m> answer known to those w'ho have made you the 
proposal in question ’’ 

Communicated to me bv Colonel Joaquin Manocl Correa 

WILLIAM CLARKE 

Letter No 10 — Roughsedge gives his own impression about the possibilitv 
of an attack by Amrut Rao and Nana Saheb on the territories of 
the Company between Mnzapore and Midnapoie He savs that 
an attack by Amrut Rao was not at all likely while there was 
possibilily of an attack by Nana Saheb on Sambalpur and Patna 
and if it succeeds on the Cuttack province. But he says he had 
ordeied his foices to move to suitable places to forestall such a 
contingency 

From— CAPTAIN ROUGHSEDGE, COMMANDING THE RAM- 
GARH BATTALION 

To— N B EDMONSTONE, SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENl 

iHazarihagh, 15th Novemhei 1805 

I had last night the pleasure to receive your letter of the 9th instant 
My official dispatches of the 5th and 9th wull have informed you of the 
state of things in Chhattisgarh and since wnting them, I have received no 
further intelligence from that quarter 

I had this morning an opportunity of conversing with some persons 
connected with Lohl (Lai) Jaggernaut Singh who have lately returned from 
Sirgoja It does not appear that any preparations have taken place in that 
district either for the reception and subsistence or for the assembling of 
any troops which in the event of an intended incursion will the district of 
Ramgarh to be combined with operations under the direction of Amrut 
Rao would most probably have had the base It is the general opinion in 
Sergoojah, however, that this person is on the look-out for a favourable 
opportunity of making a treacherous attack upon the British possession, 
and it is certain that Couriers are constantly passing between him and the 
Officers at Ruttanpore to facilitate the communication Indeed, shortly 
after the arrival of Amrut Rao m Sergooja, the Raja of that district by the 
direction of the Soubahdar of Ruttanpore took into his service a number 
of cossids for the express purpose of forwarding such dispatches as might 
arrive from either party 
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I wnnol take up on m>tclf to iMcrl liouc\cr that ihcic communica 
tiont arc actuill> directed to the formation of arranttcmcnli of a iioitilc 
nature acainit the Briliih inicrcil* but I presume lufTicicnt cauic of luipl 
cion cxiili to warrant the adoption of mcaiurct to aiccrlain the truth 

I Iiavc this di> rent confidential cmliiaricr to a part of Sirjtooja ihrouch 
which nil mcsicnRcrr pauinff from Rnllnnpore to fknaro and vice versa 
muii nccctranlj* proceed and 1 rel> on obtaininp uicful information on their 
return 

There I* a imall pcryninnah a!«o within the Briliih Frontier through 
which these mciicngcr* muit pnii and with the sanction of Government it 
would be car> for me to intercept and obtain possession of the letter* they 
might be in charge of 

From all the intelligence I hnxc been able to collect it doc* not appear 
in m> uidgmcnt probable that Nann Salub* present movcmcnli have any 
other oDjcct* than Sambalporc or Patna and cvcntualk a predatory incur 
Sion mlo Cuttack (the Report In Forxand Ab s letter of the arrival of 12,(X10 
horK. on tin* side of the Sanjee Guaul about 40 cost to the wcftward of 
Rattanporc) I think deserved lillle credit and at all events a very few 
d3>s will lufTicc to ascertain its correctness 

On the fir»t movement of the troops at Ruttanporc the object of this 
man.h will be caiil> perceived and should it prove to be Sambalporc a 
conQuest of that distnet will enable them to choose between a predatory 
incursion into Cuttack and an invasion through Chota Nagporc (on the 
inhabitant! of which no dependence should be placed) Bengal or Bihar 
in the event therefore of a decisive movement towards Sambalporc of which 
I can depend on receiving verv carl> information U seem* advisable that 
a strong detachment should beheld in readiness to move towards the south 
west frontier and in the Interim if the disposable part of the Ramghur 
Battalion (which from >our dispatch of the llth this moment received I 
hnd IS not to march to Sambalporc) was ordered to occup> a central 
position in Chota Nainiur its movements could be directed to the defence 
of any part of the frontier with at least a* much fncilit> and more cipedi 
tion than if it remained nt Hazanbagh while in the event of an invasion 
into the southern or central part of the frontier it would be precisely at 
the spot where it* service would be most required and its occupation of 
this position would not afford reasonable cause of alarm or suspicion to the 
Mahrattai 

I also beg leave to recommend in the event of any corroboration of 
the hostile intentions of Nana Sahib or the troops in Chhattisghar an 
immediate renewal of the former arrangements of the Zamindarcc and 
Gantuarec force on the frontier 

In this idea I have been guided by a supposition that it is more likelv 
that Sambalporc and eventually either the province of Cuttack or the south 
western frontier of this district arc the objects of the troops in Chhattiighar 
than that their operations arc intended to be combined with an insurrection 
under the direction and support of Amrut Rao The force yet assembled 
at Ruttanpore ii trifling and whilst Nana Sahib remains as he is reported to 
do in the neighbourhood of Chanda there appear* to be little reason to 
apprehend any thing m the first instance beyond an attack upon Saml»lpore 
or Patna In the event of a decisive movement however from Ruttanporc 
towards Sirgooja it would be necessary to make Palamow Outurrcc and 
Bilomuia the scene of our defensive operations on this quarter and the 
disposable part of the Ramghur Battalion which I should wish to be 
stationed for the present at Lohadugga m Chota Nagporc would m four 
days take up its position in the Centre of Palamow whilst a number of 
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troops adequate to the extent of the danger added to the Lemudarree 
Force under Raja Fattch Narain and the other well affected Ammdars 
in that quarter, might be detailed from Denapore, Gyah, etc , to proper 
positions in Outarrec and Bilonnja on the banks of the Soone 

In submitting these ideas for the consideration of Sir George Barlow, I 
beg leave to add that every exertion in my power not incompatible with the 
necessary caution the subject requires shall be used to ascertain the 
nature of the communication subsisting between Amrut Rao and the 
officers in Chhattisghar and I trust early in the ensuing month to be enabl- 
ed to address you on the subject 


Letter No 11. — The letter and its first four enclosuies state dearly the 
attitude of the Company's Government in regard to the question of 
the Holkar and Sindhia giving shelter and employment to Saiji Rao 
Ghatgay 

From— N B EDMONSTONE, 

To— A SETON, RESIDENT AT DELHI 

Fort William, 7th August 1806. 

By command of the Hon’ble the Governor General m Council I now 
proceed to communicate to you the instructions of Government on the 
subject of your dispatches of the 29th ultimo and 2nd instant the receipt 
of which was acknowledged m my letter of yesterday’s date 

2 The Governor General in Council deeming it proper that you 
should be m possession of the correspondence which has taken place with 
the Resident at the Court of Dowlat Rao Sindia relative to Serjee Rao 
Ghautka, I am directed to transmit to you the enclosed copies of the 
documents noted m the margin 

3 You will observe from the instructions of Mr Mercer of the 12th 
of April, that the occurrence of a reassociation between Holkar and Serjee 
Rao Ghautka has long been foreseen by Government and that the 
Governor General in Council has long been desirous of a favourable 
opportunity for the abrogation of the prohibitory clauses in the Treaties 
with Sindia and Holkar, which place Serjee Rao Ghautka in the condition 
of a public enemy That opportunity has now been afforded by the 
intimation lately conveyed to you on the part of Holkar and the Governor 
General in Council has taken advantage of it by addressing to Holkar the 
letter which was enclosed in my dispatch of yesterday’s date and my 
transmitting the instructions of which a copy is enclosed to Mr Mercer 

4 As it may be useful to you to be fully informed of the principles 
and considerations which have influenced the determination of Government 
m the adoption of this course of proceeding, I am directed to state the 
following observations which may be considered to be supplementary to 
those contained in the instructions of Government to Mr Mercer of the 
i2th of April and 29th of May 

5 The conduct of Holkar in receiving Ghautka with marks of public 
favour and distinction however qualified by the expression of his desire that 
the motives of it should not be interpreted to his disadvantage, and by his 
protestations of adherence to the faith of his engagements, may certainly be 
considered to be a violation of the 7th article of the Treaty of Peace and 
this position IS not affected by an admission of the truth of Holkar’s 



awcrtion (an awcrljon hoT.c\cr v.Iiic]i Qnvcrnmcnl cnhrc!% ducrcdiU) that 
he hai acted toMrdi Cjliautka in comormU> to the dcclarca v.iih of Sindia 
The »cvcra( modci of procccdinj' therefore uinch Government miRhl 
adopt upon tlni occatiop arc tlieic — 

lit To declare the Holkir that yrc comidcr hi* conduct toward* 
Ghautka to he a positive violation of the 7lh ariiclt of tlic Trcat> of Peace 
and to iniut upon hi* ahandoninj' nil connection with Ghaiitha m which 
caic hit rcfuial or c\a>lon of t|ie demand would render ntcciiary measure* 
of compuldon 

2nd Under the lamc declaration to announce to Holkar the forfeiture 
of the conditioml and protpcctive concessions of the Treat) without 
proceeding to the extremitv of compulsion m the event of hit rcfu*inff to 
relinquish his connection with Serjee Uao Ghaulka 

3rd To abstain from an> notice of Molkar » conduct and to observe 
3 total tilcncc on (he *uh]cct both towards Holkar and Sindo 

•1th To adopt the course of procccdinR which hat actull) been 
pursued That of taktne advaniattc of Molkar t declaration upon the 
subject In question to ahrottate the stipulation of the 7th article of the 
Treat) with Molkar and the lOlh of the Treat) with Sindta 

6 The adoption of anv course of conduct mvolvmt! the immediate 
iiiuc* of war or peace can alone be justified hr circumitancci m which the 
sccurit) and essential rifihtt of the State arc mtimatcl) concerned The 
arcumcnis which warrant a conclusion that Ghaulka s rcassociaton in the 
Counsels of Sindia or Holkar would not expose to danger our tccunt) nor 
constitute a violation of our rights in a degree which would render neecs 
tan our opposition to that arranccmcnl at the hoiard of war Iiavc been 
staitd m the instructions to Mr Mercer of the 12th of April and need not 
therefore be repeated m this place There it no reason to suppose that 
Holkar s conduct with respect to Ghatuka is connected with designs hostile 
to the Hritish Government The characlcnstic disregard of the obligations 
of public faith which distinguishes all Asiatic States and cspcciall) the Mah 
rattas grcatel) impairs the validity of an) judgment lormcd in the prm 
ciplet and maxims of European polic> and this consideration requires that 
great allowance should be made for occasional deviations on the pari of a 
Mahratta State from the strict letter of it* engagements The question 
therefore it reduced to this whether Holkar s rc-assocmlion of Ghautka 
m hi* counsels an act which we do not consider as exposing our security 
to liozard which docs not constitute an imniion of our essential rights and 
IS mercl) a violation of an article of Treat) which it is our wish and our 
interest to abrogate, should be deemed a just and neecssar) ground of war 
bvery violation of Treaty on the part of one of the contracting States con 
sidvrcd mercl) as such docs not constitute either a just or neecssar) ground 
of war Some positive invasion of essential rights some acquired 
advantage of a nature menacing to the sccurlt) of the other State some 
manifest and deliberate insult to its dignitv or some direct indication of 
fiottiL designs mult be connected with such violation of Treaty to consti 
tide a legitimate and neecssar) ground of war 

7 Holkar s reception of Ghaulka invades no right that it it an object 
of an^ importance to maintain It docs not jilacc his power in a menacing 
position nor m a state of prosecuting hostibtics against us with any addi- 
tional advantage, and is not therefore a subject of alarm viewed m its most 
unfavourable liCTt it does not constifuto that degree of insult to our dig 
oily which by the Law of Nations u admitted to be of the nature of a 


hostile aggiession There is not sufiicient reason to conclude that Holkar 
intended to offer any insult to the BHtish Government his reception of 
Ghautka being ascribnble to othet causes and being accompanied by ex- 
pression of his hope that his conduct maj'- not be interpreted to his dis- 
advantage and by a declaration of his resolution to maintain the faith of 
his engagement by which must be understood the spirit of these engage- 
ments the maintenance of the relations of amitv ana peace, for the same 
reasons Holkar’s icceplion of Ghautka does not indicate, the contempla- 
tion of hoGlde designs against liie British Government, none of those acts 
or manifest designs, therefore, which constitute a just and necessary 
ground of war appear to be connected with Holkii’s violation of the 7th 
article pf the Treaty of Peace 

8 It IS the resolution of the British Government, a resolution not 
more founded on the considerations of interest, than on those of public 
justice and humanih’, to abstain from the prosecution of war against any 
State, excepting only for the purpose of repelling designs indisputably 
hostile to us or our allies or menacing to the security and tranouillity of 
oui dominions The mere circumstance of Holkar’s reception of an indi- 
vuiiial so powerless and contemptible as Ghautka, although inconsistent 
with a positive stipulation of Treat) cannot under the circumstances above 
described be referred to designs of that nature nor is there any regular or 
pos.tive connection between the means and the supposed end 


9 To incur the hazard of renewing a war unavoidably productive of 
embarrassments and evils which no siiccess could compensate, on groutids 
of chimerical or at least of speculative justice and necessity would be 
equally inconsistent with our interests, with the principles of policy which 
we profess to maintain and with the provisions of legislature To incur 
the hazard of a renewal of war indeed on account of a character so insigni- 
ficant and contemptible as Ghautka would be ascribing to him a degree of 
consequence which it would be injurious to our dignity and to the reputa- 
tion of our power to admit 

10 It IS superfluous to remark that to institute a demand for the dis- 
solution of this recent connection between Holkar and Ghautka without 
resolving to compel his acquiescence would hazard the most injurious con- 
sequgnees to our interests and reputation 

11 Many of the observations above detailed apply to the mode of 
proceeding stated under the 2nd heady in addition to which it may be 
remarked that it is extremely desirable to avoid all discussions with Holkar 
or any other State of an irritating nature and consequently to remove 
rather than to excite any subjects of difference It is principle of our 
policy to withdraw as much as possible from all connection with States 
not allied to the British Government and to preclude a collision of interests 
by limiting our relations with States of thit description to those of mere 
amity and concord It is desirable, thetefore, to abrogate the stipulations 
of Treaty relative to Ghautka; Blit that obiect could not be obtained by 
the course of proceeding described under the 2nd head nor would the 
inconvenience and embarrassment \yhich (as explained in the instructions 
to Mr Mercer of the 12th April) must permanently be hazarded by main- 
taining that stipulation, be precluded by it Admitting even that Holkar, 
rather than abandon the prospective benefits of the 3rd and 4th articles 
of the Treaty would consent to dissolve his connection with Ghautka the 
necessity of supporting that stipulation in future would continue and the 
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»Tmc cmbnrraiimcnt v.ould be Inhlc to recur to Smdn, iincc no more 
forcible rcaion 'f\ould cxiit for nbroealinR it nt a future Mriod of time than 
LXKtk nt the present Should Ilolkar refute to abnnaon hit connection 
vMth Ghrtutki we should be exposed to the diicredit of bavin;; urfied on 
unuicccisful demand Ghautkn would still be coniidcrcd In the Il^ht of a 
public cncm\ and hit inirifiuci and procccdlnt;t would consequently be 
dincicd to purposes injurinut to the British interests Tlie transaction 
would excite mutual dislruit and suspicion between the Hrilish Govern 
iiicni and Holkir The declared forfcUurc of the bcncfili of the 3rd and 
itii articles would not preclude vexatious applications on the part of Ilolkar 
for the nccompbshmi.nl of tbeir conditional stipulations which would 
conktitute n source of pcrMlinl Irritation nnd a permanent course of a 
riuTcrence and discussion The disadvantage and embarrassment of such a 
strtte of ilimns arc obvious and arc dt'Cisivc with reMtard to the inexpediency 
oi adoptinR the course of measures proposed under the 2nd Head 


12 Our total silence upon the occasion of Ilolkar s nvowed proceed 
tncs relative to Ghautka would obviouslv he ascribed to motives highly 
injurious to our reputation without producing the beneficial effect of a 
declared abrogation of llic prohibitar) article 


13 These arc the considerations winch hare induced the Governor 
General in Council to adopt the course of proceeding described under the 
4tb head whichj being founded on Holkar s exculpatory explanation of 
hif conduct relieves us altogether from the embarrassment and Incon 
vcnicncc of the stipulation relative to Ghautka without an> compromise of 
dignity 

14 1 am directed to signify to vou that the tenor of your reply to 
Holkar s letter copies of both of which (unaccom^nicd however by 
translations! were enclosed in your dispatch of the z9th ultimo It con 
formablc to the icnllmcnti and intentions of Government but that instead 
of signi^ing to Holkar that you considered every question between the 
Bnttih Government and him to have been rcttled it would have been 
more advisable to apprize him that you should refer his letter to Govern 
ment and communicate to him whatever reply you should be instructed to 
make A direct refusal on the part of the supreme authority of Govern 
meat to comply with Holkar s unreasonable requests would probably 
have the effect of finally suppressing all further solicitation 

15 I am directed on this occasion to intimate to you the expediency 
of your availing yourself of any opportunity to correct an erroneous suppo- 
sition which Holkar appears to entertain that the political power lately 
exercised by the Right Hon ble the Commander id Chief have devolved 
upon the Kcsidcnt at Delhi by giving Holkar to understand that the 
Commander in Chief in referring him to the Resident merely intended 
that Holkar should consider that officer as the regular channel of communi 
ration with the British Government in the same manner and with the same 
limited authority as Residents at other Courts This observation is appli 
cable to all the native Chiefs with whom vou may have occasion to com 
municate in your official capacity of Resident at Delhi Your situation 
with regard to Holkar may be considered to be parallel to that of the officer 
holding the appointment of Resident at the Court of Mahajee Sindia and 
Dowlat Rao Smdia in former years when the Resident was stationary 
at Futtehgarh and there traniactM the political businrsi between the two 
Governments 



233 


Letter Isb. 12 — Mercei encloses a copy of his letter to the Governoi- 
General in Avhicli he describes the condition of affairs of the 
Holkar, Sindhia and cei tain Chiefs of Rajputana. The letter 
tniows light on tlie disposition of the Holkar to renew a war with 
the British, ^the state of his affairs and that of the Sindhia 

From— G MERCER, RESIDENT WITH DOWLAT RAO SIN- 
DHIA, 

To-M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Camp North-cast 6j Raigaih, 9th Octobei 1806 

1 have the honour to transmit for your information a copy of my 
address of the 6th instant to the Hon’bic the Governor-General in Coun- 
cil 

To— THE HON’BLE SIR G H BARLOW, BARONET, GOVER- 
NOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL, FORT WILLIAM' 

Hon’bic Sir, 

This army lias made no movement since I had the honour to address 
you on the 28th ultimo and it is now understood that Dowlat Rao Sindia 
will remain upon this ground till after the Dasherah 

2 The negotiation with Ambajec still remains undecided He had 
agreed to the payment by instalments of twelve lakhs of rupees upon being 
confirmed in the possession of Nerwar Subhulghar and the Soobadary of 
the Mewar country Sindia has demanded the immediate payment of this 
amount but a mutual distrust of the intentions of each other has hitherto 
prevented any adjustment There appears at present but little probability 
that Ambajee will resume the administration of Sindia’s affairs or indeed 
that any efficient administration will be formed as His Highness seems 
unwilling to delegate authority to any party whilst he can conduct matters 
through the agency of his private favourites of whom Deobah is the peison 
now principally consulted 

3 Three Battalions and a party of horse have been sent forward to- 
wards Bhopal from whence Mohammed Shah Khan with Meer Khan’s 
Brigade had retired, towards Seronge It is Sindia’s intention, I under- 
stand, to endeavour to unite the parties of Vazeer Mohammed Khan, the 
former Minister of Bhopal, and that of Goss Mohammed Khan, the son 
of the Nawab of Bhopal, who is himself incapable of management and 
to support the two Sirdars in the administration of the affairs of the 
province under his own influence It appears improbable, however, from 
the present state of Sindia’s affairs and the prevalent belief that Holkar will 
speedily march to this quarter, that he will be enabled to carry this arrange- 
ment into effect, and it will probably end m the demand of a sum of 
money from the Pindarah Kareem Khan for the permission to continue 
his plunder and control of the province as hitherto 

4 Serjee Rao Ghautka has plundered the town of Belwarah m the 
Udaipore province and marched from thence to the southward of Chittore 
where he continues to subsist his people by exactions from the neighbour- 
ing villages He has requested the Sindia the Fort and country of Bilsah 
as an aid and which has been refused him, with an assurance, however, that 
he will be otherwise provided for 

5 Jeswant Rao Holkar continued encamped near Pokur on the 26th 
ultimo, and had not then been enabled to come to any settlement with 
the Pitans of the Hyderabad Rassalah whose Chiefs have made offers 

31 
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hlclj lo Slndia of tnicrinr^ into )ii» ncnicc nnd dclUcrinfj o\cr to him the 
person of Khnndc Kao I hcic offer* Ime not been accepted hut Ilolkar 
Iin^ dcclircd hit suspiciont tint Strjic Kao GInutka has been encaged in 
fomenting ihctc disnirhanct*! nnd in cncoiinginr the Kns nlcah to refute 
evcr> accommodation ihort of the full pa\mcnt of their arrear* 


6 A report prtMilcd in Gimp n few daj* ago tint Ilolkar liad again 
tent lilt famiK to Jodliporc and had commenced hit march tnwnrdt Kotah, 
ind It wnt at the smu. time mentioned in the Durbar oppircnllj* with the 
Mew of obMatmg the effeett which tlilt Intelligence miglit ha\c In the 
present stale of the arm> lint it uat iindcrtlood to l>c )ui Intention to 
nllacK the Row Raja at the instigation of the Raja of Jaiporc who had 
promited hit assistancL on the ground of the Row Rjija having formerly 
been n dependmt of the Inlpore St He and Its hemff incuml>cnl on him to 
la\c home a proportion of the contribution levied upon the Raja of 
Jaiporc It hai also for tome time past been atscried with more proba 
fiht> that Holkar had rccclvcxl offim from Raja '>ansar Chand of Nadoon 
of a large sum of monc> for hit atsittance ngainit llic Ntpaul Government 
and Ihit appear* to have given rite lo the report mentioned in m> addrcii 
No V of the 30lh Auguit of Ilolkar t intention lo march after the rain* 
towards the Sikh countr> 


7 Whilst the tfatc of Ilolkar « troops and of thit rctour e» appear* 
so little calculated to enable him lo undertake an> diiianl expedition or 
to support the consequence* of an attack on the Row Raja the situation 
of Ills affairs with Sindia would ncm cntlrcl} to preclude all likelihood 
of hit having formed such mtcntloru Although these Chief* arc t believe. 
equall> averse to an open warfare with each other where *o little could 
be gained jet their personal Interest* arc *o much at variance that cithcrr 
would consider an advantage gained b) the other as a calamity to lilmicif 
and no benefit which Ilolkar could even promise himself from the prosecu 
tion of such mcaiurcs ai the above would compensate I conceive in hit 
own opinion for the advantage which Smdia would denve from the undis- 
turbed control over the countries ol both which he would not lad lo 
exercise during Holkar i absence 


I have the honour lo be 
GROME MERCER 
Resident at Dovlat Rao Stndta 

Camp 8 miles north-east 
FROM RaGEGHUR PALUR, 

6t/i October J806 
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Letter No 1. — Border raids into the Company's district of Midnapore 
(Bengal) by tlie Zamindar of Morbhunj (Orrisa) under the Bhonsla 
aie leported Raghoji assures prompt action against the marauders. 

From— H GOLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To-G H BARLOW, ESQUIRE, SECRETARY TO GOVERN- 
MENT, FORT WILLIAM 

Nagpur, 1st August 1799 

In obedience to the orders of the Hon’ble acting President in Council 
I made an application to the Raja of Berar the result of which I had the 
honour to report on the 24th ultimo In answer to the further representa- 
tions I have thought it necessary to make, the Raj^ assures me, that he has 
dispatched by express messengers positive and unqualified orders to his 
officers in Cuttack to prevent any repetition of outrages in the territories 
of the Company He also assures me that the offenders shall be punished 
so soon as the necessary information regarding them shall be received from 
Cuttack 

2 I have not been furnished with a copy of the orders above men- 
tioned but the following is stated to me by the Raja’s Moonshee as the pur- 
port of them That since strict friendship has long subsisted between both 
b'tates, he therefore requires the officers at Cuttack to restrain the Zamin- 
dars of Morbhunj from outrages and acts of violence They (the Sooba and 
Uew’an of Cuttack) ought to have reported the circumstances and are now 
called upon to do so They are positively enjoined not to suffer my out- 
rages to take effectual measures to prevent all acts of violence in future 

To-H COLEBROOKE, Esqr , RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 
Sir, 

I am directed by ffie Hon’ble the Vice President m Council to trans- 
mit to you the enclosed extract of a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Watson, 
respecting a late inroad made by some marauders from the Mahratta’s 
lerritones contiguous to the frontiers of Midnapore, and to desire that you 
will make the necessary application to the Raja of Berar to take effectual 
measures for preventing similar incursions in future and for punishing the 
authors of the present outrage 

The frays and disputes which occur between the zamindars on the 
Midnapore frontier and those under the Mahratta jurisdiction, having been 
ascribed in a great deal to the villages and lands of the respective States on 
the frontier being so intermixed, that a village or tract of country belong- 
ing to one State is often situated at a considerable distance within the gene- 
ral line of the other A copy of all the papers on this subject will be 
forwarded to you for your information and the Vice President in Council 
will suggest to the Right Hon’ble the Governor General in Council for his 
consideration how far it may be expedient to authorize you to enter into a 
negotiation with the Raja of Berar for an exchange of the villages or lands 
in question, so as to form a regular and an uninterrupted line of frontier 
betw^een the two countries, and thereby remove the grounds of the evil 
in question 

Fort William I am, etc , etc , 

The nth June 1799 G H BARLOW, 

Secretary to Government. 
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To-TIin RIGHT HONUir TARL 01 MORNINGTON K P 
GOVI RNOR GI NI RAI 

M> Lord 

1 have onl\ (hii da\ receded from Raia Rachojcc Rhonila ilic dupli 
cate of the onlir issued to iht Stilntlar of uuliinporc and to the /amindar 
of isirfiooji flt promised in the inicniew reporicil In the dupatchc* I had 
the honour to address to 'i our 1 ordshin on the 17lh Instant The procrasti 
OQibn so common ol this court has been more than usually y:reat in the 
present instance notvMilistandin^ the frctjucni mc^snKci I have sent to 
nasten the despatch of the orders to the /amindar of Sir^jooji The apolofty 
ofTcred in cTtenuation of it is i^roiinded on the circumstmce tliat Siritooja 
IS a dependent oI Rultunpoor vshieli constitutes a part of the annanacc 
of Ninuice (Nanaji) Uhonsla and the forms «bver\cd n> Racbojee nnonsla 
m interfermc in lus brother s appanage ore productive of tedious dcIa)S 

2 With the duplicate above mentioned the Raia sent me a cop> of 
tlic reprcfentation re‘ccivc<l from Ihilhhudcr Shah 4amindar of Siri^ooja 
jnd requested I would urilc to the Majtisiratc of Ramchur dciinm; him 
to restrain the Zamindar of Chliota Najrporc from cncroachlne on the citab- 
iiihed limit of Sirfjooja At the same time he assured me that he wholly 
disbelieved tbc representations of the Zamindar of Sirnooja On perusing 
Hilbliudtr Shah s Ar 2 (\ 1 find tint he states rfirt'c purgunahv to have bc\n 
seized by the nuropcani (sucli is the disrespectful itvie of the Aracc) and 
name's districts (wo of which If not all three have 1 believe Iiclongcd to 
Rami,liar ever since that district has betn annexed to the Company s pro- 
vinces I have accordingiv declined (he Roja t present request but informed, 
him that I should as bcuorc desired by him state the matter to '^our Lord 
ship who would doubile'ss if there should be occasion for it command the 
Magistrate of Ramgarh to prevent any cnaoachment on Sergooja 1 hav'e 
tIso pointed out to the Ran. m my answer to his message the futility of 
the complaints stated bv Ralhnudcr Shah and hu direct avowal of hit having 
committed outrages on the Compam s tcmtories 

3 A copy and translation of the Arrec above mentioned arc this day 
transmitted to the Persian Translator with the Pcrwronnalis to the Siibcdar 
of Rulunpoor and Zamindar of Sirgooja and with translation of them 

1 A 1 have likewise forwarded to the Persian Translator a letter addressed 
to \our Lordship by Raja Raghojee Bhonsla on the suhiccti of a suit Initl 
tuted against his family priest at Gava for a partition of the presents given 
by ihc Raja i mother during her pilgrimage to that place The Raja ha* 
solicited me with great camcitncfs to recommend the application it con- 
tains to Your I oraship s notice I am at a loss to comply with his request 
because it relates directly to the matter of a suit pending in the Adalats at 
Gaya At the same time I could not put an absolute rcnisal on hii request 
because his rcligiou* prejudice* arc vxry nearly concerned and he is natu 
rallv interested in the appropriation of gifts made nominally by his relatives, 
but really by himself on an occasion which more than any other touches 
hit religious fcclim^ Before I yielded to hit earnest entreaties and consent 
ed to forward his letter I explained very fully to him the delicacy observed 
by the British Government in all matters relative to the administration of 
justice and 1 wholly discouraged the expectation he seemed to have enter 
lamed and the wish he expressed that an injunction should be issued to the 
Adalats of Gaya and Patna and a duplicate of it be entrusted to him A* 
he persisted nevertheless on believing that "Your Lordship would not deem 
his application inadmissible I was under tho necessity of consenting to for 
ward it 

Nagpore H COLEBROOKE 

The 29th ISOO ^ Rendent 
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Letter No. 2.— Colebrooke repoits that Raghoji had directed immediate 
punishment to be inflicted on Ramanand, the Zamindar of Jam- 
koonda (of Balasoie District, Orrisa), foi the latter's “paiticipa- 
tion in the robbeiy of the Cutcherry of Beeikool”. Beeikool is a 
place in the northern part of Balasoie distiict today, where there 
was a Cutcheiry, i e , administiative establishment or office of the 
Company. 

From— H COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To— THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 


Nagpur, Till June 1800 

1 had the honour to receive Your Lordship’s commands communicated 
to me by the Persian Translator under date i2th ultimo, and I yesterday 
delivered to Raja Raghojec Bhonsla Your Lordship’s letter to him on the 
subject of the conduct of Ramanand, Zamindar of Jamkoonda When it had 
been read and explained to him, I communicated the evidence which proves 
the Zamindar of Jamkoonda’s participation in the robber>’^ of the Cutcherry 
of Beerkool and after adverting to the further particulars of the barbarous 
tieatment received from the same man by persons driven by distress of 
weather on the cost of his Zammdary, I represented the necessity of exem- 
plary punishment being inflicted on one guilty of such heinous offences 

2 In reply. Raja Raghojee Bhonsla informed me that he had already 
received from his vakeel Bissamber Pundit representations on the conduct 
of the Zamindar of Jamkoonda and had instantly determined to punish him 
and compel restriction of the effects plundered by him The Raja then 
introduced by way of acknowledging Your Lordship’s letter, some compli- 
ments in the usual style of fiiendly professions and concluded by assuring me 
that an ample punishment would be inflicted on the offender His Moonshee 
added that orders to this effect would be forthwith issued to the Soobadar 
of Cuttack by express messengers and a duplicate of them would be furnished 
to me He observed that the punishment would be such as would render 
any other chastisement (alluding to the last paragraph of Your Lordship’s 
letter) unnecessary A short conversation followed, in which I enforced the 
necessity of the punishment being an exemplary one, and m which the 
Raja promised, that it should be made so 


Letter No 3 — Refers to the incursions into Berai by the “numerous 
marauders who call themselves soldiers of Holkar” and headed by 
an illegitimate son of the late Tukoji Rao The troops of the 
Bhonsla had received a part of theii pay, which was long in arrears 
and because of which there was much discontent. 

From— H COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To— THE RIGHT HON’BLE EARL OF MORNINGTON, GOV- 
ERNOR GENERAL 

Nagpur, 20th November 1799 

Raja Raghojee Bhonsle set off yesterday to meet his mother on her 
return from a pilgrimage to the temple of Jagannath He had previously 
requested me to await his return here instead of accompanying him on 
this excursion saying that his absence would be very short, and that he 
should travel by forced marches which it "would be inconvenient for me to 
follow I declared myself read'^- V> attend his motions, but finding it was - 
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c\l<lcnll\ hu wi»h I thoitid remain here 1 acquiesced ihercm Thu excur 
lion and anolht-r lo the temple of Rimtek have been lonR nSilatcd both 
na\c been repcilcdl> noitfvoncd h> llic Rnja after fixinc a time for hU 
deparlurCj and tiiai uitii lo much teeming; npricc, that c^cn jcilcrday 
after making lomc procrcii in hu finl march he returned to Nagpur and 
again ict oJl after nn hour % kta> The uncertainly of hu motioni thu I 
bcnc\c hit cliicf reason for requciting me lo wnit hit return at tliii place 

2 The numcroui marnuder* who call thcmscl\ci loldiers of Ilolkar 
continue to thnnlcn the north ^cit frontier nf the Hlioniln i dominion 
Tiic) are headed h> an illegitimate ion o! the Hie Tuckajet ilolkar named 
"^eihtN-ant Raouho bean the moil in\ctcratc animosil> lo the Raja of Berar 
hccautc he wai Hit year confined ot thu jilacc for federal monthi at the 
rcquuilion it it said of Dovilnl Rao Sindia lie cicaped In disguuc and 
hat been since cmplojcd In collecting an arm> of irregular troopi wijh 
the supposed intention of taking icngcanct for the inliospitahlc treatment 
he reccutd here when he sought refuge at this court from the oppresjioni 
of Sindia The Raja of Berar does not Mevs with indifTcrtncc the t hostile 
preparations but intends to chastise the marauders so soon as he shall be 
at leisure from the arranpemcnl of some aflairs which be thinks more 
urgent I here repeat a distant intimation rcccucd from Iits NItnisicr but 
I concelic the only cause for delaying this >cry necCT<ar> measure is the 
discontent winch has long prevails throughout the Rap of Berar s own 
troops Thc> ha\c been lately \cr> clamourous for their pa> but a large 
part of their arrears has been now iitucd lo them and the remainder seems 
to be In a tram of dailj liquidation 

3 Nothing further has transpired since the date of rm list address 
to "lour lordship rclatnc to the correspondence of the Kaja s nephew 
witli diiaffcelcd personi Though not conhrmed he Is \cr> stnctlj watch 
cd and it considered as n priioner at large 


Letter No 4 — Colcbrooke reports that the Chief of Saugor had ceded the 
fort of Mandia with some territory lo the Bhonsla as the price of 
protection against the depredations of Yeshwant Rao Holkar 

From-H colcbrooke RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 
To-THE GOVERNOR GENERAL TORT WILLIAM 
^ Nospur 9l/j Drccrtibrr 1799 

In m> last address I had the honour to acquaint you that Raja Ragho- 
jec Bhonsla had proceeded on an excursion to meet n part of hii family 
returning from Cuttack 

Nothing has since occurred hero of sufficient moment to be reported 
to Your Lordship^ cxc^t a cession of the Fort of Mandia which has been 
yiefdcd to the Rapa of Berar together with some temtorj bv the Chieftain 
of baugor The intelligence of this event was received here the day pre- 
ceding the Raja s return to Nagpur and as he carl> intimated to me an 
intention of addrewing a letter to Your Lordship on the subject I have 
waited until this day expecting lo transmit it with the present oispatch 
1 am informed that the Chiettain of Saugor has made this cession as 
the purchase of protection from the Raja of Berar against the depreda 
tions of Yeshwant Rao Holkar and that the territory added by him pur 
ports to be fourth part of his posscttlont but I do not learn that any 
effectual steps have been yet taken to chastise the depredators 
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Lettei No. 5. — In these two letteis Colebrooke refers to the attacks of 
Meer Khan, a partisan of Holkar, on Saugor, and his defeat by 
Bhonsla’s troops After his defeat Amir Khan left the temtories 
of Raghonath Rao, the Chief of Saugor, who desired to become a 
tiibuloiv to the Bhonsla. Raghoji did not accept this position 
without the pei mission of Poona Government. 

From— H COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To-THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 

Nagptu, 6th Jamiaiy 1800 

intelligence has been very lately received here that the Ra]a of Berar’s 
troops under the Command of Itel Pundit and Beni Singh have engaged 
and defeated a large body of Afghans headed by Meer Khan, a partisan 
of Iswant Rao Holkar After plundering the city of Saugor, Meer 
Khan remained in the neighbourhood of that place until the Raja of 
Berar’s forces advanced from Gurrah Mandla to its relief He then re- 
tired but soon after returned and on the 29th Immadi Ussani answering 
to the 28th ultimo, attempted to surprize the Bhonsla’s troops, whom he 
found encamped at the distance of four coss from Saugor He attacked 
the Camp on two sides at the same instant but was repulsed in both 
attacks with great loss The action was very severe and the loss on the 
Bhonsla’s side is stated at about seventy killed ('including several persons 
of note) and a great number dangerously wounded The Afghans are said 
to have lost near a thousand men and some stands of colours with other 
militai*)’’ trophies were taken This action is here deemed decisive and 
the Chieftain of Saugor is now considered as effectually relieved But 
there seems room to doubt whether the Afghans are finally discomfited 
Indeed reports are <.uricnt of another engagement having since taken 
place with doubtful success 

Raghojee Bhonsla has on this occasion manifested real or affected 
generosity He has, I understand, declined an offer made by Raghonath 
Rao to be tributory to him for the whole of Saugor, and has not yet finally 
accepted the cession of a fourth part of it which I had the honour to men- 
tion in my last address to Your Lordship On the Fort of Mandla and its 
dependencies the Raja of Berar had a previous claim, but he may perhaps 
hesitate in accepting further cessions from the Chieftain of Saugor without 
the sanction of the Poona Government on which Raghonath Rao is con- 
sidered as dependent 

To— THE RIGHT HON’BLE 'i'HE EARL OF MORNINGTON, 
K P , GOVERNOR GENERAL 

My Lord, 

1 have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that Raja Raghoj’ee 
Bhonsla returned yesterday from an excursion to the temple at Ramtek 
after an absence of little more than a week As the object of the excursion 
was the performance of religious ceremonies at that temple the Raja 
requested me to remain at this place during his absence, but to give him 
immediate notice should I meantime, have any thing to communicate to 
him by Your Lordship’s commands I made no difficulty in acquiescing 
in this request 

2 Nothing of sufficient importance to be reported to Your Lordship 
has occurred since the date of my last despatches The western portion of 
the Raja’s dominions has been sometime relieved from any present danger 
of further depredations by Shehamet Khan m one place, and by Meer Khan 
in another The last named partisan has not again ventured to face 
Raghooj'ee Bhonsla’js troops which were sent to the relief of Saugor and has 
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entirely cMCualcd the territories of Rachumlli Rao I do not IcJirn that 
an> final ornnsemcnls hn\c been jet made recirdinA the proposed cniion 
of a part of Snupor to tins Go^ernmenl but the I ort of 1 ijjcarh with the 
temtor) conliAuoui to it has been surrendered to the Hhonsla ofTiccn by 
the Chieftain of bauRor 


NAGPORT 

J he 6th January 1800 


I hare the honour to be, etc etc 

11 coLroRooKi: 

Rc5idcnt 


Letter No 6— Reports that IIoshanRabad on the north M*cst frontier of 
RaRhoJI s dominion was threatened In the Chieftain of Bhopal aided 
by Seshwant Rao Ilollcar and the rlndarl Gilcf Mccr Khan On 
the ‘^Dulh cast frontier the ^mindar of Bastar had ftalncd an 
ndranlaRc o\-cr Ragholl s troops and the fjarrlson at Sambalporc 
had mutinied for arrears of pay 

hROM-ii coirnROOKr rhsidcnt at nagpur 
To-THF most NOBl F MAROUIS OF WCLLF-SLFY 
GOVFRNOR GENERAL 


iVflCfuu’ 18t/i hch^uary 1801 

During the last week acti\e preparations ha\t been made for artcmblr 
mg an army at Hoihangabad which is threatened b> the Chieftain of 
Bhopal That fortress was formcrl) possessed b\ him but the Raja of 
Berar retimed an ancient clcini to it ind rcco\crcd the fortress after a long 
siege a few ) can ago The Chief of Bhopal, assisted it is said bj esh^ani 
Rao Holkar and b^ the bmditti headed bj Mcer Khan and other partisans 
has assumed a mtmcing altitude and immraiatc incursions ire apprehended 
fhe Raja of Berar seems to haic himself proiokcd aggressions from that 
Chieftain b> a r-ecent demand of tnbutc and Military service The invete- 
rate enmity of ^cihxsant Rao tol^a^dt the Bhonsla was formerly* mentioned 
to Your Lordship by mc^ with the arcumstancct which it onginatcd The 
Nawab Ah Bahadur too ii supposed to have had tome share m instigating 
the Nawab of Bhopal to invade the Bhonsla s territories and the proioca 
tion which he received from Raja of Berar has been noticed m my 
(Indistinct) nddrened to Your Lordship (indistinct) the Bhonsla s troops 
have been now ordered to ciacuatc Bundclkhand it is not improbable that 
All Bahadur might ha^c prcMOusly sketched this method of retaliating 

2 V\Tiilc the Rnja of Berar i tcmtoriei arc thus threatened on the 
north west frontier his dominions towards the south cast quarter are not in 
a state of perfect tranquillity The Zamindar of Buitar has lately gamed 
an adiantage over the troops sent to coerce Inm and reinforcements are 
required to reduce the msurgents The Garrison of Sambalpur (a Fort 
which was last year taken from a tributory Zammdir by the I^ja t forces) 
mutinied some time since on account of arrears of pay that arc withheld 
from them The rest of the troops which had been employed on the same 
service mutinied for the same cause This raul nj was quelled by i com 
promise of the arrears but that part of the forces which remained in 
garrison at Sambalpore has refused to abide by the corapromiso and accord 
mg to the latest intelligence I have received still retained pa^^esmoq of the 
fort m contempt of the Raja f authonty 
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3 These circumstances though comparatively trivial, contribute to 
distract the attention of the Government and divert it from matters less 
urgent yet apparently of great importance The mission of confidential 
agents to Poona has not yet taken place nor is any certain time fixed for it 
and an obscure rumour prevails which does not however seem entitled to 
belief, that they or else the Raja of Berar in person will meet Dowlat Rao 
Smdia in Khandesh 


Lettei No. 7 — The letter conveys information about the victoiy of the 
British troops over the Holkar, and about the movements of the 
Pindar i leaders. 

From— M' S ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To— COLONEL HALIBURTON 

Camp Dewalgaon, the 2nd January 1804 

I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 17th and am very 
happy to find so far advanced 

You will before this have leceived accounts of the brilliant and decisive 
victories obtained over Jeshwant Rao Holkar which have reduced him to 
the condition of a common robber The impression made by those achieve- 
ments will in all probability be falal to any plan of general confederacy 
which may have been formed and accordingly the Raja of Berar appears 
sincerely disposed to lay aside his treacherous designs His army is now 
north of the Tarra Ghat a pass situated to the east of Mattoy It is about 
to break into two divisions which are to move on Sindora and Chaparra, 
the places which I have pointed out part of the Raja’s infantry and guns 
are here He has discharged number of his new levies and has given many 
public marks of repetance and submission whether he is sincere or not 
I think It to be certain that your approach to the frontier will effectually 
deter his attack on Berar and will induce him to submit to such terms as 
his Excellency the Most Noble Governor-General may think proper to 
dictate in consequence of the late attack on that province, but if he persists 
in his aggressions I should apprehend no difficulty m repelling and punish- 
ing them I have reason to think the force I assigned to his army in a 
former letter exceeds its true strength His troops appear the most con- 
temptible in India and are commanded by Sakha Ram Bukshee the officer 
who was reported by Captain Baynes in course of the last war Even if a 
confederacy does exist, I should not think from the late movement of Sindia 
and Meer Khan that they intended to co-operate in an attack on the Nizam’s 
dominions Sindia is said to have crossed the Nurbudda at the Khyre 
Faunoo Ghat and Meer Khan is at a position to the northward of Saugor 
It is generally believed that he wnll move towards Hmdusthan as soon as 
he has received his army, which was extremely reduced in course of the siege 
of Bilsa Raja Gangaram, informs me that the Pmdanes whom he repre- 
sents to be at Mahaisdy have returned from that position I believe the 
whole body of them are on the Nurbudda to the east of Hoshangabad 

32 



2M 


Jiic troopi ^\ho Iatcl\ in\n(!cd Bcnr ncir Naclicnnaon ha\c l>ccn rc 
cnllcd mlo lln» counir> and ha\c mirclicd alone the frnnijcr to Amncrc 
from winch place thev croFfcd Into tht Siijndn hilU and were lu»t heard 
of between Ihitool and Matto> The Kaja Matci that he ha* caxalry 
pur*u»nd them who arc cmhavonrin»' lo overtake and «lc*tro> them 
hut It i* probable he will content himself with driving them naon the 
Nerbudda I flnll $cnd >ou all the inttlliptncc I receive about the Mahratta 
nrmiet from which vou will be abh to dcttrininc on >our motioni I ihall 
be happ) to learn how far >o« think vou can advance without Incurring the 
disadvantage* slated in jour letter If >oii will not be txpmcd lo them at 
Amraot>. 1 should not inncmt that it will be requiult for ^ou to march 
hc>ond that place till I shall have received the order of His I xcclicncv the 
Most Noble (jovernor General or of General Wtlltiltv unless tlic Kaja t 
troops should make anotluT inroad into Ihrar In wliicii care it would be 
nccv.?sar> to repel them and d possible to dcstroj them I do not bow 
ever ctpect that anv such incursions will take pl^cc Haja Maheeput Ram 
has written me that be widic to retaliate for tbc damage done b> Inc Ra}a i 
troops on Ins pergunnahs in Berar should lie make similar proposals to 
>ou 1 ben leave to recommend >our cntircl> dbeouragme them unless 
vou arc authorised b) llis I xcclltnc) the Governor General or bv General 
\Vtlteslc> to male rcprirals Till such ai thnriiv is received >ou will no 
doubt deem it nccc^sarv to consider the Raja of llerar as a power at peace 
With the British Government I expect lo be honoured with inslructloni 
on llic present conjunction before the mi Idle of next monlli when I receive 
them I ehall immediatcl) communicate such parts of them as it v'rtll be 
useful >ou to know 


Letter No 8 —The letter Informs Colonel Close about the strength and 
artlvUlcs of Pindaris 

bnOM— M ELPHINSTONE RrSIDCNT AT NAGPUR 

To-COLONCL CLOSE RESIDENT AT POONA 

Written on the 2Ath Jonnerv 1805 

I had this da> the honour to receive >our dispatches of the 18lh and 
19th instant 

I am very happj to learn that >ou intend tokinff the route of Nagpoor 
m your wav to Sindio • Camp and that Chief was on the 7th Instant at 
Sifiar and the best way in all respects to that place from Camp appears to 
me to be by this city 

The only Pindarics m the Raja s countrv are I believe near Hoihang- 
abad where there arc two heavy bodies of them You would avoid them 
by adopting the easterly road bv Dongertal and Chaparra but as it appears 
from Mr Jenkins letter that (here arc 15 000 Pindarics with Sindia who 
plunder round his Camp and are under no caution I should apprehend that 
it would be highly dangerous for you to join him without three companies 
of Sepoys and a brigade of guns with that force I should imagine you could 
reach Sindia s Camp for though I am not certain where Mecr Khan xi 
himself I do believe he has no troops between Sagar and Nagpoor 
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It may be proper to mention that the Pindarics •'"ho invaded this 
country are not universally believed to have belonged in great part if not 
entirely to Dowlat Rao Sindia The army which attacked the Raja’s 
possession in Gurry Mundela was certainly Holkar’s and commanded by 
Nagoo Jewajee with a view to giving you the information for which you 
expressed a wish and to having the advantage of your opinion on different 
points I intend in case you should not come by this road to meet you at 
Colonel Haliburton’s Camp If you should be desirous of being as little 
detained as possible, I beg. you to lay a horse dawk for me from the Wurda 
and I will be able to join you in one or two days from the time, I receive 
your answer 


Letter No 9. — ^This document describes the precautionary measuies taken 
to forestall the probable attack of Bhonsla’s and Nizam’s territories 
by Holkar and Sindhia 

From— B CLOSE, RESIDENT AT POONA, 

To— M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Camp at Jaimman, 16t/i June 1805 

I have the honour to acquaint you that on the Nth instant I joined the 
detachment of the Hyderabad Subsidiary Force under Colonel Hahburton, 
and assumed the command of the advanced corps which agreeably to the 
orders of His Excellency the Governor-General is to be cantoned during 
the approaching monsoon m the vicinity of Malkapore 

The detachment now under mv immediate orders, consists of 2 Regi- 
ments of Cavalry, one European Regiment, 6 Battalions of N.itive 
Infantry and suitable proportion of Artillery, and Gun Lascars, with a 
Battering Tram, also of His Highness the Nizam’s Contingent, and His 
Highness the Paishwa’s troops under the Vinchoor Jagheerdar 

I intend tomorrow with the British Troops to take up my final posi- 
tion for the rams, at favourable spot on the Bagar River, situated about 
30 miles to W S W of Malkapore 

The Nizam’s troops I shall station in the neighbourhood of Akola 
fiom whence they will be enabled to guard the entrance into Berar bv the 
Nernalla Ghaut, and in a few davs to reach the Ellichpoor district should 
it be threatened The Paishwa’s troops, I shall pi ice at Umulncer.a on 
the Boree River from whence they will command the Fords of the Tapti 
leading from the Scindwah Ghaut, and will co\cr Khandesh 

I have been instructed to correspond with you, and as it is lo be mv 
aim with the force under my command to protect Berar and Caundei‘:h, 
I shall be happy to receive from you any intelligence which ma\ reach 
you, and which mrv relate to the security of tho'^c proMnees I s'ull also 
be obliged by jour communicating to me nn^ information of the mo\o- 
ments of Smdia and Holkar, which jou mav think it proper to convej 
to me. 
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Lcllcr No 10 — Tlic cxlracl rcwal'v the Information that the Pindarls 
13 000 stronrt had adwnced up to the Nerbudda and that a part 
had crossed Inc riwr 

JATRACT OI A DlSPAICtl FROM M Tl PHINSTONL TO HIS 

r\crurNc^ rnr govi rnorgi nfral dated the 

17ni JUNr 1805 

I ^^a» icitcrdar \iulcd by Rao who came to Inform me that 

Id OOO Pindaric* advanced to the Nerhudda that part had croitcd tl^ 
river and the rc»t were about to follow Intcmhnt! to penetrate throuRh 
tfn* country into Ilcnr I cxprcMcd mj* doubt that tlic> could harbour 
such an intention at thi# icaton but recommended lliat the Uajn ihould 
be on III* fiiiarri Jekvant Rao then informed me that the Raja had 
recalled hit nrmv from the frontier* of Hund^’II bund tint it micht protect 
Guro Mundcln and that lie nhouta tend part of tlic troops on the Kanban 
(the whole amounti to 10 000) to Panna part to Chouragur and keep part 
at NaRporc 


Letter No 11 — Col Wallace describes whal Mllllary dJsposllIons he 
had ordcr^ In view of the rumour that Plndaris nearly 0,000 
stronfl under four chiefs named Hccroo Scetoo (Chitoo) Berrtm 
and Nago had assembled to Invade Derar 

From-COI ONPL WALLACE 
To-COl ONFI CLOSE 

Camp at Follrpur 22nd June 1B05 

On the 16lh initant I had the honour to communicate to ^ou my 
fitncral intcntioni rcRardlnj, the diiposition for the rain* of the advinccd 
detachment under my command and have now In continuation of tnat 
rubicct to acquaint you, that on the 17th inrtant I moved to thti ground 
with the whole of tne Untish and Nizam i Troopi and finding it a ycry 
favounblc ipot for encamping on during the Monsoon I have fixed the 
Headquarter* of our own troop* for the present here 

Thi* position IS the same as alluded to m rm letter of the ]6lh instant 
and It situated 14 mile* N E of the adjuntcc Ghaut and 30 W S \V of 
Molkaporc 

Having received intelligence from Mr Elphmitonc at Naeporc and 
from other garter* that a body of Pindarics amounting it i* sa^d to 6 000 
under four Chiefs named Hccroo Scetoo Berrun and Nago is atKmbIcd 
iQ the neighbourhood of Hoshangabad and mediate* an incursion (indl* 
Unct) that it would be proper to cover by a detachment of the Nizam* 
Troops the rich and fertile diilricts of Ellichpore and Amraoli and 
particularly the excellent town of the latter name which being secured 
by no fortification and at present protected by no considerable number 
of troops must oner to plunderers of this description an alluring pnM I 
have therefore desired 1 500 of the Nizam s Circar Horse and 5)0 of hi* 
Infantry with guns to march immediately for Araorawaty and hope that 
mCT Will proceed from hence to that destination the day after tomorrow 
This party with the trooii* already m the vicinity of Ellichpoor which I 
am informed amounts to about IpOO will I tnistoe sufficient to repel any 
attempt* which may be made on these provinces by the P-ndarics b^ore 
mentioned or any other freebooters 
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The rcmnindcr of His Highncs<;’s tlic Niznm’s contingent I have 
requested may be stationed in the neighbourhood of Akola wherever 
suitable encamping ground can be found and lliey should be kept collected, 
and in a constant slate of preparation to^ move I shall bee of the Chiefs 
Commanding it, to consider the protection of Berar as their principal 
object and to this to watch the passes leading through the Narnalla range 
of Hills and the eastern road from Houssingabad into the Deccan, aKo to 
cndcaNour to procure and communicate to me the earliest information 
possible of the movement of any body of troops tow'ards its frontier which 
could endanger its security 

The Vinchoor Jaghcerdrr w’ith His Highness the Paishw’a’s troops, 
has I am informed moved from Soncghcer in this direction but he has not 
himself apprized me of his march I ha\c WTitten to him dcsning him to 
take up a position near Umulnccra on the Borce River to keep Ins tioops 
in constant readinc^^s to mo\e to consider the protection of Caundeish as 
his particular care to watch the passes leading from the northward into 
Candeish, and the Fords of the Taptic on all the high roads, to render 
safe (indistinct) and to endeavour (indistinct) and transmit to 
me the most accurate intelligence po'^sible of any movements of troops to 
the Northward, also to keep me informed of the state of things at Sindia 

This distribution of the advanced force I have thought most likely 
eRcctualK to co^cr Candeish and Berar Our own troops wul! command 
the road by Burhanporc from Hindoostan to the Deccan, those of the 
Nizam that bv the Narnalla, and other passes in that vicinity, and those 
of the Pa’shw’a’s that by the Sindiah and w^cstern Ghauts Each of the 
three detachments wnll be sufficiently strong to lepeal an\ attempts made 
by plunderers or small bodies on that part of the frontier near to them, 
and if neccssaiy the wdiole force (wuth exception of the few detached to 
Amarawutty) can m six* or seven days be collected at one point (he dis- 
tance from Camp to Akola and Umulrcera not exceeding 10 miles 

The Sirdars of the Nizam’s Contingent (indistinct) wished to be 
permitted to go further (indistinct) but as they wmuld by doing so 
mostly (indistinct) into their owm Jaghcer, I feared to (indistinct), 
for It is I believe in general found difficult to withdraw^ them, wmen ncces- 
sar>^ from their owm possessions, and if they be (indistinct) I 
may rely on their self-interest as a strong spur to their exertions m lepair- 
ing to their relief 

Mr Elphinstone’s late dispatch to His Excellency the Most Noble the 
Governor-General respecting the Pindaries assembled near Houssangabad, 
contains every information on this head wdiich 1 possess, which however 
has been communicated to me from several quarters Asseerghur is 
represented to be strongly garrisoned and it is said that a brother of the 
Killedar’s is encamped m the country below^ it with about 2,000 men At 
Sindia it IS reported that there is about 500 Infantry and 50 horse 

The enclosed letter to your address from Captain Winfield at Jalna 
contains a report of a force being collected at Mahishwar on the Nurbudda, 
this rumour I have heard from other directions and have taken every 
steps to investigate (indistinct) Captain Winfield’s letter I took 
(indistinct) of opening not . . (indistinct) lately heard from that quarter 

All Native reports agree In Sindia’s and Holkar’s being encamped 
about 30 days ago between Kotah and Boondy, and that their armies are 
in the greatest want of money, forage and grain 
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teller No 12 — Colonel Wallace rcporls llic arrlral of a lardc body of 
Pindaric In the \Iclni 4 of Aslrfiarh A pari of them nad aosseJ 
tile Pooma al a place opposite of Edhhad and had not raided the 
nclflhbourini! counlry but had carried away some cattle belonging 
the Nizamis troops and to Ids (Colonel Wallace s) Camp 

1 ROM-COI WAI I^CI 

To-coi own Cl osr unsmi nt at poona 

Camft ot I allcfyiir ]7th October 1805 

Three or four da\ii ngo I received certam Intelligence of the arrival of 
a large bod> of Pindarici tn the viclnitr of Ancerghiir nnd of »omc pirlic* 
detached from \t having crossed the Taptl and Poornah River* and 
commuted dcprcJation* in the tcrntoric* of their IIigline«c» the Nizam 
nnd Paisliaa hut dehved communicating to 50U this circumstance m 
order that 1 might have time to ncquirt more certain information rtspect 
ing there plunderer* 

I have now the honour to acquaint >ou that about 6 000 Pindaric* of 
the bod> commanded b> &cloo which b> the lait account* I hare 
received wa* at Hindn on the Nerbudda arrived on the 8th or 9lh instant 
at a river three cot* north of Asreerghur. where four da)"* ago the greater 
part still remained encamped A party nowever of 200 of them advanced 
on the 12th instant to the north bank of the Poornah opposite to Pddila 
bad from whence thc> made plundvnng ctcumons and luccccdcd in 
caroing ofT some cattle belonging to Hi* HIghncfS the Niram » troop* 
which were grazing about 3 mile* from hence, and on the Hth in«lanl in 
driving off from within two or three mile* of the Camp *omc bullock* and 
camel* belonging to mv detachment wounding a lepov and *nme follower* 

It I* al*o reported tn mj Hurtarrah that another part) of three 
thousand men moved from the Camp near A*iccrgarh and proceeded m 
a direct line for Pecpalghur in Berar which lies btlwccn Balapoor and 
Malkaporc i 

From all intelligence 1 have received it is likcU that thcfc Pmdnrie* 
will in a short time be joined b> Scctoo himself with the rLmatndcr of hi* 
force and perhaps b> some of the body under Kanm Khan now near 
Bhopal and that it is their Intention to enter the tcmtorics of Nizam and 
Paishwa 

In conicqucnco of these arcumstanccs 1 have isiucd order* to all the 
dctuchcd parties of the Nizam * and Paivhwn * Ointingcnt* to be upon 
the alert and to attack the Pindaric* whenever the) ma) meet with them 
within their own tcrntoric* but not for that purpose to enter bindiah • 
dominions 

I have also endeavoured to prevent the Pindaric* from penetrating 
into thi* country by the route leading b) Burhanporc b) posting at 
Nuoecrabad which he* on the high road from thence to Khande*h a 
strong part) of the Pai*hwa * Hor»e and at Bodeer and Malkaporc 
detachments of the Nizam * Horse and propose to move forward m)'iclf 
to the edge of the frontier with the British Iroops in order th'* better to 
protect the frontier and to cover my line of lupply with Jnlna should 
that hereafter become ncccaary 

I have not yet learnt tlic name* of the principal Sirdars with the 
Pindarics who have arrived at Asseerghur It it generally rumoured that 
Sergy Rao Gautka hni mitigated them to make an eruption mto these 
provmces 
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I (nice this opportunity of ncknowlcdgin? tlic receipt of vour letter of 
the 11th instnnt 


Letter No 13. — Reports the uruption of the Pindaris into Reiai and their 
plundci of certain localities a few miles away from Nagpur. 

From-M FLPMINSTONE, RESIDFNT AT NAGPUR, 

To-THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

AUcp/ir, the YJih Novciiihci 1805 

I h.ne h.ul the honour to inform \ou in m\ dispatch No 1 that the 
Pindaric*; were collcLted ne.ii Mahaisdee that their plan w-as supposed to 
be to attack either Nagpui or Amraoti 

T \cstcrda\ forenoon received a Persian letter from Amraoti acquaint 
ihc me tliat on the 13lli instant a larec bodv of Pindarics had attacked 
mat cit\ but that the\ ii id been repulsed b\ rlic troops stationed there 
i ne^ had done no damage to the towm except burning a few houses in the 
suburbs and tlic Ni/ams troops lost onlv about 20 men killed and 
wounded 'I he Pindaric'' how*c\cr were still m tlic villages round 

Amiaoti I aFo recci\ed a letter from Jxllichpore slating that 8 o- 10,000 

Pindaiics had surprised and plundered Dcw'ahvaira on the night of the 
12th and were hcginning on the 13th to appear about Eljiehporc The 
same post brought a note from Bisnoor on the Wardha w'l^'ich said that a 
party of 500 Pindarics had appeared in that quarter and carried off some 
treasure belonging to a banker wdiich was at Salbarry on the way to 
Amraoti I immediatcK transmitted the above intelligence to the Raja 
Tow’ards c\ening '^omc parties belonging to detachment of 250 or 300 of 
the Raja’s horse wdiich was stationed at Bazar Gaon came in retreating 
before a party of Pindarics w'ho had arrived at that village Those men 
gave verv exaggerated accounts of the force of those freebooters but there is 
no reason to think they exceeded 3 or 400 and many accounts mal e their 
numbers much less considerable As Bazargaon is only 18 miles from 
Nagpur and as there w'as no force assembled cither here or on the road a 
great alarm prevailed in the city Small parties of troops w^ere however 
moving out all night in the direction of the Pindarics and collected to the 
numbers of about 1,000 near the Residency They have since proceeded 
tow'ards Bazargaon No very distinct accounts of the proceedings of the 
Pindarics can yet be obtained By intelligence I vesterday received from 
Baitul it appeared that 10,000 Pindarics passed to the w'cst of that place 
plundering the country As they went six days ago, the Raja has 
intelligence of their passing through his Pergunnahs of Sautnare and 
Autnare considerably to the east of Gawilghur and entered Berar at 
Karanja, north east of Ellichpore TRosc are said to be the Derras parties, 
belonging to Heroo and Kereem Seetoo is said still to be near Shawpore 
I can obtain no information of the route adopted by those who have 
entered this country I have heard of a body of 500 at Nandgaon who 
nie represented by letters from Vishnoor to have plundered that banker 
together with the villages of Tewsa, Mohammedpur, Tumbulpore Dou- 
poor and some others and also of a party of 1,000 w'ho plundered Tonnv- 
goan and Coondalla and were endeavouring to take the Gurry at the 
latter place I imagine their number is exaggerated Those who we^-e at 
Bazargaon appear to have came from Coondalla They skirmished 
With the Raja’s horse at that place w^ounded a few of them and drove them 
111 on Nagpore after which they carried off an Elephant, some camels and 
sc^e horses and advancing about 3 coss on this side of Bazargaon turned 
off to the north and disappeared among the hills. 
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The mam body appear* to be *ti!I In Ucnr Salabat Khan had 
mirched from I llichporc In purfuit of it on tlic loih and it ti to be 
hoped It will not be able to do any tinous miKhlcf in the Niumi 
countr} Pnpiration* arc *till ijoini; on here and it i» reported that the 
Kaja has ordered in hir arm> from Chupparra fhcrc art troops cnoujdi 
nov. in Najrpore to defend it from an) allark of tht Pindariti but the Raja 
(either rcbinji on tht treaties \\hich )ic concluded v.ilh those frctbooleri 
or unudlinR to make the nccc»*ar> adsancci of pa>) has not tiltherlo 
formed nn\ encampment but allowed Ids troops to remain scattered about 
the tossn in such a manner that thc> could rcarctly bt assembled In lets 
than a week hut as he seems nmr to he thorourhlj alarmed he will pro- 
bablj lose no lime in taking measures to protect his capital from plunder 

E articularl) as It m3\ be expiated that the Derras now in Rcrar will retire 
y this route 

At a Msit which I rceebed from Jeswant Rao since T last did m^sell 
the honour to write >ou he acquainted me llial Govmd Rao had quitted 
Holkar with his pari) and was tr)»nn to Ret mlo Smdia s serMte and that 
Nana Sahib would probably set off for Naspur in a fc^^ da)** He then 
showed much anxiclt to know when )our plans In the Raja s favour would 
take effect to which I replied that I ord Cornwallis had mentioned in his 
letter to the Raja that ncRotialions were commenced wiili a view to them 
and that I knew nothmR more from which it could be Ruessed when the 
arramjemcni would be concluded 1 pul him alio In mmd that Nana 
Sahibs conduct was not vet free from suspicion Jeswont Rao promised 
that all doubts on tliat subject would soon be removed and asked whether 
an> ncRotntion was ncccssarv except a letter to the Nizam I said I had 
ao orders to acquaint him with the ncRotiations that were on foot but 
tliat I could tell him that I knew noihlnR of an) letter to the Nizam 
hrom the above it would appear that the Raja Is so unreasonable as to 
look for the restoration of ucrar but It is possible this ma> be affected in 
hope that )ou will proportion your libcralit) to hit expectation 


Letter No 14 — Reports further details about the PIndarfs and 
their depredations In Berar 

From— COLONEL WALLACE 
To-COLONCL CLOSE RESIDENT AT POONA 

Camp at Gorejoon ncor Afcofa ISffi A^orember 1805 

Since indisposition has prevented me from sooner communicating to 
vou that a body of PindnriB said to consist of about 5 (XW horse and 
2,000 infantry entered Burrer on the 13tb instant b> penetrating the GawJl 
ghur range of Hills 30 miles of Flhchpore and on the cvenina of that day 
appeared at Amraoti and early next mommg commenced an attack on that 
city with the intention of plundering but fortunatcl) was successfully 
opposed by 2 000 of the Nizam s Corps stationed there and obliged to 
rctu-e after having suffered a considerable loss The approach of Nabab 
Salabat Khan and 1 ii corps of 4 000 men who aopcar to have marched from 
ElUchpore on the very first alarm induced the Pmdani wholly to relinquish 
their enterpnze at Amraoti and to go off in an easterly direction acTO» the 
Wardha 

I am happy to have it m my power to say that as little injury as could 
possibly be expected has been sustained at Amraoti and the country around 
It from the incursion of these freebooters I have only heard of two houses 
detached from the rest of the Petlah having been burnt and of %\d5 
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and small villages lying on the road the Pindarics took, having been practi- 
cally plundered, which is an evil which must attend the movement of any 
irregular body 

Immediately on receiving the first intelligence of the arrival in Berar 
of so considerable a number of Pindarics, I ordered on to Amraoti the 
Nizam’s Troops (about 3,000) which were in this Camp, and equipped a 
light corps consisting of the 1st and 3rd Regiments of cavalry suppoited by 
900 picked Native Infnntrj with two six-pounders and a detail of Aitilleiy 
and Pioneers The Nizam’s troops moved from hence on the i6th instant 
and will reach Amraoti todav, the BrPish light Corps commanded by 
Lieut -Colonel DoNcton moved on the 17th and will also reach rapidly to 
Amraoti Lieut -Colonel Doveton’s arrival and stay m that vicinity, will 
1 hope prevent the leturn into Berar of the Pindarics, should this however 
not be the case I have instructed him in conjunction with the Nizam’s 
Troops which has been collected for this service, and which amounts at 
least to 9,000 men to act against these freebooters in the manner which may 
appear to him best suited in the first instance, to protect the territories of 
our allies from the depredations and in the next to drive them beyond the 
frontier The Nizam’s troops, f have placed under his orders 

Some Pindarics taken prisoners in the fray at Amraoti state that they 
belong to Seetoo’s partv and marched day and night since the 6th instant 
in hopes of surprising and plundering that town, but I have not yet dis- 
tinctly heard from whence they came and who are their chiefs 

Seventeen men of the Nizam’s troops stationed at Amraoti were killed 
and 28 wounded 

I have desired Lieut -Colonel Doveton in the course of the service in 
which he has entered not to pass the frontier of the Raja of Nagpore or 
Smdia’s territories 


Letter No 15 — Intimates that the Biitish and Nizam’s troops could enter 
the country to the east of the Wardha and even come to Nagpur. 
He further intimates to him the request of the Sindhia as to how the 
Pindaris should be destroyed The depredations of the Pindaris 
round about Nagpur are also alluded to 

From— M' ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To-COLONEL WALLACE 

Nagpur, the 22nd November 1805 

I have had the honour to receive your letter enclosing one vhich you 
addressed to Colonel Close, on the subject of the irruption of the Pindaries 
into Berar 

I observe by the last part of that dispatch that you have directed 
Lieutenant-Colonel Doveton not to pass the Raja of Berar’s frontier This 
order was indispensable as His Highness’s permission to enter his country 
had not been obtained but it appears to me that the Nizam’s country 
cannot be considered, as safe, while the Pindaries are near the frontier, and 
that you might find it advantageous to have it m vour power both to attack 
the Pindaries when they are preparing for an incursion, and to pursue them 
in their retreat I therefore informed the Raja of the orders you had issued 
and begged to be informed whether it would be agreeable to him if the 
British Troops were to pass his frontier m pursuit of the Pindaries T have 
just received His Highness’s answer through Jeswant Rao, who informed 
me that the Raja was so far from having any objection to our troopb enter- 
ing his country, that he would be very glad to see them at Nagpore 
I stated to Jeswant Rao (as I had before done m my message to the Raja) 
that your particular attention would be directed to the defence of Berar, 
33 
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und tint >ou nuqlit not N\i»h to come hr bejond the frontier or c^cn to 
cron It but that I \\ns nnxioui that >oii should ln\c it in >(Uir rovven to 
do VO if >ou thoiiRht it advifiblc Jtsuant Kno then remarked that the 
familici of the I^ndarici \\ho were now {n Hcrar and thii coun r> were 
all lodged in Hmduvlan and that if lint place were taken it would to right 
to occaiion tlic entire liupcruon of the part) that imdia had wnt orders 
to hii officers at Shtwnj near I loovhintribad to employ three thousand men 
that arc under his aulhorilx on this service. lhc\ would soon be reinforced 
h\ near 5 000 men under the command of Jucrabapoo who had arrived at 
bhahjciianporc with the same view tint Stndia had applied to the Raja to 
cooperate with lum m rooimg out these plundcrcn b> stopping the 
Ghauts through which lhc> might escape and that if the IJntisn or the 
Nizam were to must in confining them to the hill> country north of Berar 
thev could not fad to be soon destroved I said 1 would inlo^m >ou of 
the plan but could not tell whcliicr >ou would adopt it ai jour nr> object 
was to protect the Nizam s counlr> I do not consider this attack on the 
Raja though h> a common cnemv to be of such a nature iv to call on 
me to offer Ihc assistance of the British Troops under the authc it> con 
vc^cd to me in the late Governor General s instnictioni of which I had 
the honour to lemd >ou a cop> The txicni to which >ou shcuilil carr> 

jour operations into this countrj will therefore cntirclj depend on the 
advantage vou ctpe'Ct to derive from them in militarj point of view Had 
I not been rcQucitcd to do so bv Jeswant Rao it would be unncccskarj for 
me to ^int out the ncce^^sitj of preventing anv damage being occasioned 
by the Nizam s troops to the parts of the Raja's countrj into which jour 
operations maj be carried considering the terms on which the Raja and 
balaubut Khan are It might be advisable not to detach the latter Chief 
into this countrj unless it was nccciiarj for the purpose above referred fo 
I shall do mjsclf (he honour of sending a copj of this letter to Colonel 
Doveton 

P S — B> the last certain accounts there was a strong part) of the Pmdaris 
at fulljj^ong Duwpajsra who arc now reported to be at Ralljgnng thej 
sent parties up to Waghollj a Mllaoe about 30 milct from this, which they 
cntircl) destrojed and some of them advanced to Kuhi IS miles frorti 
Nagpur The greatest alarm prevails in consequence and an armj is 
forming but verj sfowI> to the southward of Nagpoor for the protection 
of the city 


Letter No 16 — Conv'cj's further reports about the depredations of the 
Plndarls round about Nagpur 

From-M ELPHINSTONE RCSIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To-LIEUT COLONEL DOVETON 

Nagpur 23rd November 1805 

1 have had the honour to receive your letter of the 21it and 1 
leave to assure >ou that I shall be careful to make you acquainted with 
all the movements of the Pmdaris of which I received intelligence They 
^pear to be dispersed over all the country on the left bank of the Wai^ha 
There was a heavy body of them at Carrinja on the night before last and 
parties had appeu-cd at Tannygong and Coondallce and also at some vil 
lage* near Amncrc On the same night the village of Wagholly 30 miles 
from Nagpur in a southerly direction was plundered and many parties of 
them were scattered all over that part of the country It was reported 
that some Pmdaris had attacked Vaincecotto and Rallygong but I do not 
know with what truth The Raja of Berar s intelligence states the mam 
body to be at Tallvgong Dusspasra and to design an attack in this aty 
but it IS more probable they wiU pass up to the hills between Nsgpur 
and Wardha 
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Letter No 17. — Elpliinstone repoits the inclusions of 5,000 Pindaris into 
the countiy between Pandhurna and Amner and die dispositions of 
the Bhonsla's hoops to CKpel them. He lequests Colonel Wallace 
to entei Bhonsla’s teriiloiy to chase the Pindaris out of the country 

From— M ELPHINSTONE. RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To- COLONEL WALLACE 


Nogluir, ihe 24th November 1805 

You will have heard before this reaches you, that the Pindaris who 
have been laying waste this country, and the Nizam’s have retired with 
their plunder into the hills bv the route of Carrinja, Nurcarc, and the 
Saulburdh Ghaut. I liavc just been informed by Jeswant Rao that the 
Raja has intelligence of the arrival of 5,000 more Pindaris at a village 
about 3 miles north of Nurcarc, these were not on the last mcuision, but 
are rcadv to make an inroad wheicvei they see the country unprotected 
Nurcarc is in the lulls between Pandoorna and Amncrc The Raja has 
made the following arrangements, which he wishes you to be informed 
of as from them, you will have a guess at the roads, by which the Pmdaiis 
may enter The armv now at Chaparra consistjng of about 2,000 horse, 
1,000 or 1,500 foot and 6 guns, is to be stationed somewhere near Katol 
about 9 coss south-east of Amcnerc The troops assembling here, which 
already amount to about 1,000 and arc daily increasing are to be stationed 
near Kondhaly or Tallygong, where they arc to be joined by about 1,500 
horse and foot with 5 guns, who are now near Canoalv Barr>% south of 
Nagpur, a pretty strong corps will remain at Pandoorna The Raja has again 
expressed his dc''irc that you should make no scruple of entering his country 
whenever you please, and suggests the expediency of sending some troops 
into the hills north of Bcrar, to drive the Pindaris across the Nerbudda 
He says Salabat Khan would probably be desirous of doing this as his 
Jagheer is close under the hills, and that he has no objection to Salabat- 
Khan's being sent anj^vhere in this country, that if necessary or even con- 
venient for destroying the Pindaris I have told him that though our 
Government is very desirous to assist him yet your plans will probably 
go no farther than is necessary to secure Berar .Tes\vant Rao has pro- 
mised me notes of the hill roads, etc , for your .use It certainly appears 
desirable to keep the Pindaris far off the frontier particularly at this time 
when Sindia’s troops will press them to the northward and force them down 
on Berar, but many things must be considered in executing the scheme, 
about which I cannot judge ail that I mean to say is that your pursuing 
the Pindaris in the hills, will be entirely agreeable to this Government 


Letter No. 18 — Doveton reports that he had occupied a position on the 
Wardha river ready to strike the Pindaris and oppose them from 
re-entering the Nizam’s cr Bhonsla’s dominions. 

From— LT -COLONEL DOVETON, 

To— M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Canvp between Rajahen Arry and Dappory in the Pergunna of Ashti, 

2Sth November 1805 

I have been honoured with your communication of the 21st instant 
enclosing copy of a letter addressed to Colonel Wallace, under date the 
(‘^^) and from its contents, should not hesitate an instant in entering 
His Highness the Nagpur Raja’s dominions with the force under my com- 
mand, for the expulsion of the Pindaris, notwithstanding I have not as 
yet received Colonel Wallace’s instructions to that effect even not positivelv 
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certain from the lait information I «n collect tliat thc> ha\c nlrcad> quit 
ltd them and proceeded in the direction of Moultai) vfith the Intention 
of CTOJiinR the Nerbudda into their oun country I nm at present cn 
camped bci^vccn Dahpooiy and Raph Arry 2 coi» from the Wardha nver 
and on the direct road to Iliv^*arklicda ivhcn m) prcicnt intention ii to 
(mdiitinct) the most advantaqcoui itluation fur oppotinq the re* 
entrance of the Pindaru Into Mu lltahncu the Nizam t dommioiii or 
thoic of the Raja of Naepur I ihall hope for llic honour oi hearing fre- 
qucntl) from >ou on thit subject and rentafn 


IwCllcr No 19— Col Wallace rcporls the ^^^dcspTcad mo\‘cmcnls of the 
Pindarls and his o\\‘n efforU to dieck tlicir activities 

from-colonfi wai Li\cr 

To-M hLPHINSTONI RF^IDI NT AT NAGPUR 

Cam[i at AkoJa the 26th November 1805 

I liavc the honour to acknowledge the receipt of >our letter of the 
22nd instant 

I am Inpp) that jou have procured the consent of the Raja of 
Nagpoor for the Rritish and Moglml Troops to cross his frontier in order 
to act ngamst the Pindanci On this vcn. subicct I latclj had the honour 
of addressing >ou The enclosed is a cope of instructions which in con 
sequence of >our communications I >cttcraa> sent to I icut Colonel Dove 
ton b> them >ou will perceive that I have not thought it could be of 
much advantage in a general militaiy point of view to pursue these plun 
derers far into the Raja s temtorr and that I hare therefore confined 
the opcratioru of hit detachment oc>ond the frontier to that extent only 
which will add to the sccurit) of the frontiers of the Nizam and Paishwah 

The Pindarics move so rapidlv and arc gcncrall> dispersed in small 
bodies over so extensive n tract that 1 fear tho cannot be pursued with 
much effect and as the part) which has entered Rcrar and the Nagpoor 
territory it but a vcn small portion of the number of these freebooters 
who ore now collected at Hinaia and Shujalpoor and who ma> alio make 
an incursion into these provinces the protection of which is the first object 
of m) attention I did not think that it would be advisable to detach an) 

. of the troops under my command far bc>ond the frontier ot the Nizam s 

I or Paishwa s tcmtoncs considering the extent of that fronts unless >ou 
should think it proper to afford to the Nagpore Stale the assistance of a 
part of my force when I trust that Lieut Colonel Dovetons present 
detachment reinforced b> about 4 000 of the Soubah of the Deccan s Horse 
and 1 500 of his Infantry could be employed on that service and be with 
drawn from Berar without matcriall) affecting its sccunt) 

Tho plan proposed to )OU by Jeswant Rao for rooting out the Pindarics 
I shall of course be enabled to coKiperatc in as far as preventing the Pm 
danes from escaping by the Ghauts leading into Berar and shall do my 
utmost to prevent any penetrating south by those routes 

On the 22nd instant Lieut Colonel Doveton made a march from 
Amraoti towards Tewsah where he intended with the British detachment 
and about 1 000 of the Nizam s Hors© to remain Appah (Raja Mahipat 
Ram e Agent) with 3 000 Horse 1,500 Infantry and 7 Guns he had detached 
to take up a position at Bawteoly which Is lo cois from Amraoti and 9 
from the Wardha Salabat Khan he had stationed at Woorgaum which 
lays about half way between Ellichpoor and Amraoti and at the latter 
place he had left Golam Hyder Khan with 1,5(W Infantry 1 000 Horse and 
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several Guns. By this disposition of his force he hoped to prevent the 
return through Bcrar of the Pindanes who lately quitted it, and to secure 
the large towns from the attempts of any party of this enemy which might 
unexpectedly penetrate beyond his own, and Appah’s detachments 

A follower of the Pindanes who was taken at Amraoti and whom with 
some others I sent for the questions, gives the following account 

That the party which lately entered Berar belongs to Sectoo and con- 
sists of 3,000 Pindarics and 2,000 Footmen, who follow them for the sake 
of plunder, that it marched from the vicinity of Hindia and arrived in 
SIX days in Bcrar having come all the way through a very wild and hilly 
countr}^ and that it plundered one village in Berar (of which he does not 
know the name) before its arrival at Amraoti He states that Scetoo did 
not accompany this part>" and that he is now near Hindia with the 
remainder of his force amounting to about 15,000 men and that his not 
being able to pay his troops was the cause of a fast coming south to sub- 
sist themselves by plunder. He knows of no other bodies of these free- 
booters having quitted their own Jagheers on the Nerbudda, and says 
that none of Heeroo or Karecm Khan’s Pindanes are now out on plunder- 
ing excursions 

P S — I have this moment received from Lieut -Colonel Doveton a 
report that two more bodies of Pindanes have entered Berar near to 
Amnair, and had surrounded the village of Nuverkair In consequence 
of this intelligence he intended moving north from Condapore where he 
was on the 24th instant This information reached him from Amraoti 

Extract of a letter from Captain Agnew, Deputy Adjutant General, to 

Lieut Colonel Doveton 

Camp ncai AhoJa, the 2Sth Novembei 1805 

Colonel Wallace has today received a letter from Mr Elphmstone, 
dated 22nd instant, a copy of which he says he has sent to you, by which 
it appears that the Raja of Nagpore has no objections to the British and 
Moghul Troops entering his territory in older to act against the Pindanes, 
and that he is even solicitous to profit by the security to his own posses- 
sions which that measure would afford Colonel Wallace, therefore, 
desires that you will no longer hesitate in crossing the frontier of the 
Nagpore Territories whenever your doing so will tend to the further pro- 
tection of the Nizam’s and Peshwa’s possessions, and will enable you to act 
with more effect against the Pindanes, being particular, however, when 
you have occasion to enter them in paying the most liberal attention to 
the interest of that State, and in doing it every service in your power not 
inconsistent with the primary object of protecting Berar, which must be 
always kept in view 

From the circumstance of the Raja of Berar and Salabat Khan being 
at present not on good terms, it is wished that the latter should not be 
detached across the frontier and as you will probably think it adviseable 
should you quit Berar yourself to keep a corps in it sufficient to oppose 
any body of Pindanes that might from the rapidity of the movements of 
these freebooters unexpectedly arrive, Salabut Khan with his quota will be 
well suited to the performance of this service 

Colonel Wallace begs to you to prevent as far as possible the British 
and Nizam’s troops from doing injury to such parts of the Bhonsla’s terri- 
tory as they may eventually pass through 

I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 21&t and 22nd 
instant Colonel Wallace wholly approves of the disposition you therein 
proposed to make of the troops under your command, which however from 
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ihc nrcwnt communicalion >ou will probably be induced in lomc rcipccU 
to alter, ai iou will now be enabled lo drive to a diitancc from the Iron 
tier of the Mixam I countr> all parllo of the Vindanc* i^hich may 
threaten it 

I tranimit to >ou the cop> of a part of Mr riphinHoncs letter before 
alluded to containing the latest Information he poitcstes of the Pindarics, 
in ease you may not ha\c rcccUcd the original Colonel Wallace has 
latcl> rccci\cd no Intclliccncc of these freebooters nhich uould be of uie 
to you I 

During the service >ou arc now employed on Colonel Wallace re* 
quests that you tmII attend lo all suggestions you may receive from Mr 
riphinitonc the Resident ot Nagpur with uhom it will also be of 
advantage were you lo open a correspondence* 

A true extract 


Letter No 20 — Dmtton reports lhat he had taken post at Puttiporc on 
the Wardha river for opposing further advance of the Pindans 

From-COLONPI DOVCTON 

TO-M riPHINSTONn RHSIDFNT AT NAGPUR 

Camp bct-rcfi Dhapaor and Ra/ctrary, the 21th \nvcm6cr 180S 
I hove just been honoured with a copy of your communication lo 
Colonel Wallace under date the 24lh Instant and shall in consequence 
march this morning and take post at Puttipoor on the banks of the Wardha 
which 11 from which 1 can Icani il c best position (or opposing the further 
odvuncc of these marauders 

Letter No 21 —Reports his movements and encloses Information about the 
Irruptions of a fresh body of Pindarls 12 — 15 000 strong which had 
adv'anccd to the banks of the Kanhan river — 12 miles from Mullal 

FliOM— COLONEI DOVFTON 

To-M El PHINSTONF RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

The ls( December 1805 
I enclose you the bits of intelligence which I have just received from 
hircarra whom I dispatched some day's since for that purpose 1 shall 
continue my march to cross the river at thn place At the same time 
directing Appah Sahib who Is advancing by Ashtcc to lake post where I 
now am 

It lb necessary 1 should moke known to you at the same time that I 
have this day sent back a detachment lo Aniraoti to brinij supplies that 
have been sent for ui from Colonel Wallace i Camp and without which I 
cannot go I hope however that an advance will cffcctivclv prevent the 
Pmdariji from carrying into execution any of their projected pnns. 

I shall hope to be favoured with a communication from you in answer 
to this 

Heads of intelligence received 1st December 1805 8 p m 
Two of my hlrcarrahi have just arrived that I sent for intelligence and 
say that they went as far at the town of Multai which is in the dominions 
of the Raja of Nagporc at which place th^ learnt that a fresh body of 
Pindanes amounting by report to 12 or 15 000 had advanced to Kanhan or 
the banks of the nver of the tame name 12 cou beyond Mbltoi which 
they had plundered but their further intentions they could not learn 
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The hircarrahs say also, that they fell in with, on the road,* 2 hircarrahs 
of the Pmdaries, that had been sent for intelligence and had been in 
Colonel Wallace’s Camp, during 3 days That these fellows were also-in the 
Camp of this detachment and quelled us when we advanced to the Wardha 
river 

Letter No. 22 — Doveton reports information about the movements of the 
Pindaiis and the military disposition he had ordered. 

From— COLONEL DOVETON, 

To-M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Camp Faiihpur on River Wardha, the 28t/j November 1805 

I was this morning favoured with yours of the 25th The party of 
Pindarics you mention as having attacked Vancotta must be those which 
formerly entered this country, in their retreat, as from every information 
I can collect, both on this and the other side of the river, as well as direct 
from Amncre, I have every reason to suppose there is not one of them m 
the country at this moment but that they have retired with the intention 
of rccrossing the Nerbuddah River into their own country 

I have directed the Nabab Salabat Khan to advance and take up a 
position at Rair, and Appah is still with his force near Bawteoly, so that 
we arc so situated as to be able to act against them in whatever quarter 
they may reappear, should each be thus situated 


Letter No. 23 — Doveton infonns where he had posted military contingents 
to forestall the movements of the Pmdaris. 

From— COLONEL DOVETON, 

To— M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

The 4ih December 1805 

I have the honour to inform you that I crossed the river this morning 
at Amnair and am now encamped m such a station as to enable me to move 
m any direction that may be required either for the defence of his Highness 
the Raja of Nagpur’s territory, or of the Amraoti and Ellichpur districts, 
with the greatest effect 

The intelligence which I gave you concerning the Pindarics, has been 
confirmed at this place, with the addition of their having retired on hearing 
of the advance of the detachment 

The force under my command is now stationed as followed — Golaum 
Hyder Khan, with 1,500 Infantr>% 1,000 horse and 3 guns at Amraoti 

The Nawab Salabat Khan with his division moving in the Amraoti and 
Ellichpur districts, as his presence may be required 

500 Infantry, 500 horse and 2 guns detached by my order from 
Appah’s force, to take part at Amnerkair to bar the entrance of the 
marauders by that route 

It 18 also necessary I should acquaint you, that treasure to the amount 
of 36,200 and provisions for the Europeans, etc , left Colonel 

Wallace’s Camp on the 2nd instant under the protection of a Company of 
pepoys and I expect they will reach me on or about the 16th instant 
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Letter No 24 — Elphlnstonc Intimates the movements of ttic Pindarls and 
their strcnRlli under different Ic*\dcr6 The military dispositions 
ordered by tlic Hhonsla arc also intimated 

I rom-M I I PHINSTONL RrSIOrNT AT NAGPUR 

To-COI ONHL DOVnTON 

the 7th December 1805 

1 lia\c the honour to enclose lomc further notes rcipcctmg the paiKi m 
the Gauiittur lulls 

A pair of lurcarras whrt paiwl throuch the Pindaric country adoul 
a furtnlnlit mo inform me that Scctou at Jclouda nca Hlndia v^ith a 
small force that tlic parl> vkho vcrc in Berar arc on their return, and that 
n third part\ was pont tot^ardi Ifooslianpabad 1 liey pucis Sectoo # whole 
force at 10 000 men 

In confirmation of the part of the ahoxe inlclhpcncc which slatct a 

bod\ of Pindarics to Iin\c moved cast from Jclouda I have rcccixcd 

information of some of those frcxboolcr* appcarink to the north of Ucopur 
(as laid down in Ucnncll » map) Thc> art n% usual represented to be 
vcr> numerous but I ha\c no means of ascertatninp their real strength 

The Rajas troops from Chappara amounting to from 3 000 to 4 000 
hone and foot with four guns arc encamped at Ramlek A party of 
ncarl> tlic tame strength (or less) was marching from Poanarc (when I 
last heard of it) in a northcrl) direction and is probabl) now near 
(Joondally 

Jotiba Maunia with the Derms of Hccroo nnd Burrun Pindaric* was 
when I last heard of him between Soncputch and the Ncrbuddi moving 

south He IS »aid to have 10 000 men and I suppose has rcall> 2 000 or 

3 000 It IS uncertain what he designs and Sectoo i Pindaric* talk of 
opposing hiiTL 

I have received no answer to my application for leave to purchase 
gram but shall renew it as soon as 1 can state the quantity required 

PS — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters 
up to the 4lh instant and am much obliged to you for the inforraplion 
they contain 


Letter No 25 — Intimates the whereabouts of the PIndaris 
From-GOLONEL DOVETON 
To-M ELPHINSTONE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Camp at Noir the 13(/i December 1805 

Jeswant Rao Ramchandcr has just been with me to inform me that 
the Raja has received a Utter from Multai dated December 8th which 
states the Pindarics under Karcem to have crossed the Nerbudda and to be 
assembled on Gangajhury west of Hoshangabad amounting with the other 
Pindarics to 20 000 or 25 000 with gun* and infantry The letter represents 
their intention to be to penetrate into the province of Berar through the 
hills near Souligur The above account is accidently extremely exaggerated 
and m ray opinion no part of it can be considered os certain except that 
there are a body of Pindarics at Gangajhuryj but in case your other 
intelligence should lead you to believe this it may be proper to inform 
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you, that Souligur is a small hill fort about 20 coss from Gawilgur, 12 
from Shohagpore for Shawpore) and 20 from Baitool (or Bhotul) and the 
Gangajhury, is on this side the Nerbudda at no great distance from 
Hoshangabdd 


Letter No. 26. — ^The letter refers to the dissensions among the Pindari 
leadeis— Cheetoo, Jotiba and Kareem, and the request of Cheetoo 
to the Bhonsla for assistance. It is not likely that the Bhonsla’s 
troops would be able to check the Pindaris effectively since they 
are not legularly paid because of which they are “entirely unfit for 
active service". 

From— M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To— COLONEL DOVETON 


Nagpur, the Decembei 1805 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 
. . ('?) instant 

I yesterday received a visit from Jeswant Rao, who communicated to 
me the following particulars The Raja of Berar has lately received a 
letter from the Seetoo the Pindary, in which that freebooter states that he 
is about to be attacked by Jotiba Maunia and Kereem the Pindarry, that he 
IS prepared to resist them, but is apprehensive that he is not strong enough 
fuccessfully to oppose their united force He therefore requests the Raja 
to advance a b(^dy of troops for the purpose of assisting him in the defence 
of these countries Enclosed in the above, was a letter from Jotiba to 
Seetoo referring to some former negotiations, and saying that he might 
have peace on the terms already proposed It further mentioned that a 
body of Jotiba’s plunderers were about to proceed on a predatory expedi- 
tion by the Ghaut of Bugallateer, and required Seetoo to afford them, a 
free passage Jeswant Rao states Jotiba to be in Sindia’s service and the 
person who used to be at the head of the Pmdaries while they were attached 
to that Prince, and that the demand referred to in his letter is that Seetoo 
will evacuate such of Sindia’s district as he has occupied without le^ve, 
retaining only his Jageer of Jelouda, etc In case of Seetoo’s agreeing to 
these terms, Jeswant Rao says that the two parties will join in plundering 
this country and Berar He represents Seetoo as reluctant to restore the 
countries immediately, as he has laid out money on them, but willing to 
give them up at the end of the year He informs me that the two armies 
are near one another in the neighbourhood of Gangajhery, which he 
describes at south-west of Hoshangabad, and also that Juggaba Baupoo 
is to the south-west of Ougein and certainly on his way to the Nerbudda 
He says the Raja is far from having any confidence in the appearance of 
dissension among the Pindarics, and that he has information on very good 
authority, that a considerable of them is at present on a plundering ©xoedi- 
tion, though he does not know where, that His Highness is therefore 
exerting himself as much as ever to be prepared for another incursion He 
has ordered from 1,500 to 2,000 foot to be entertained at Souligur, for the 
purpose of defending the passes near that place, that he has ordered the 
Killadar to proceed thithef, and to wait on you as he passes, for the purpose 
of giving you information regarding the defiles in the hills and to leave 
an inferior officer for the same purpose with you, when he proceeds on his 
journey and finally that the Raja had ordered Yenkat Rao Pontouny who 
commands his troops at Pandoorna, to transmit you any information he 
may obtain of the movements of the Pmdaries, and would be very much 

34 
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obliged to >ou if >ou Viould (verform the nmc good olTicc towardi Vcnkal 
Roo It nppeir* to me lint jour compijing \slili tini request N^ould be 
of mutinl nd\antagc, but I muit add that I fear there ii no proipcct of (he 
Pindaric* being Hopped on their vmj io llcrar b> onv of (lie Kaja i troopi 
for (he v.eakncft of iiii Government and (he irregularity of hit pajmcnti 
render tliem tnlirclj unfit for an> active lervicc 


Letter No 27 —The letter refers to the conflicts between the two Inimical 
groups of Plndarls—onc led b> Clihctoo asd the other by Jotiba 

Irom-M nPIIINSTONI nraOLNT AT NAGPUR 
ro-coLONTi DOvrroN 


Aofpnr the ]Stli December 1805 

Since I had (he Iionour of writing to >oii I have icen (Iil ofTiccri whom 
the Raja It tending to jou thc^ teem pcrfcctlj well informed about the 
hilli and gave me the most consistent account ol the proccedingf of Jotiba 
nnd the rindariei that I have jet received It is that Jotiba v.ith Doit 
Mohammed and other Pindarics, is bejond the Nerbudda not far from 
Newar winch is on the Nerbudua opposite Ilindia Settoo s mam force 
It at Naimbaur but he is himself on tins side of the Nerbudda Hostihtics 
liavc actuallj commenced and Secloo t people have been worsted in two 
skirmishes part of Kereem s Dcra have crossed the Nerbudda from Bopaul 
and arc near Hoihangabad at Gungaisurrj thc> also have had some 
ikimishes with bectoo i part) None of the Pindarics of either partj have 
vet appeared in the neighbourhood of Souligur but the pcrioni with wl om 
1 convene seem to join in the Raja s opinion that whatever maj be the 
itiuc of the contest among themselves Ilcrar and this countrj will be invad 
cd either bj Scctoo retreating before Jotiba or by the successful part) or in 
the event of an accommodation bj both united At the Rajas request I 
have lent a Moratta writer in mj service with hii officers I did so pnnci 
pallj in compliance with Hii Highness i wlihcs but jou maj perhaps find 
the man uicful in helping to draw out such routes at >ou ma> require of the 
Raja t people 


letter No 28 — Intimates the complete rout and dispersal of a band of 
Plndaris near Jalgaon by a British conlingent under Captain Scott 

From— CXJLONCL WALLACE 
To-COLONEL CLOSE RESIDENT AT POONA 

Horonfr/icd the 23rd Drccnihrr 1805. 

My private communication of the 14tb initant will have informed you 
of my intention to mo\e to the westward m conicqucncc of intelligence 
having been recci\ed of the arrival at Asseerghar of a bodj of three thousand 
plunderer* headed ^ Soop Konm the Sardar who last year commanded 
a party of Holkar i Troops m Khandesh On reaching Mallmpore on the 
20th instant I learnt that the Killcdar of Atcerghar had rccci\cd order* from 
Smdia to consider Soop Karim a* a plunderer and to expel him from his 
temtonci and that in consequence the KiHedar had aucmblcd a force to 
oppoie him which had induced Soop Karim to retire with hit party from 
Burhanpur and that night to encamp at Eddillabad Supposing that the 
intention of these Marauden would be rather to penetrate into Khandesh 
than Berar^ I moved on the 21rt instant 12 miles west to this place having 
formed a light crops consisting of the 2nd Regiment of Native Cavalry and 
the Mogul Horse about 1 000 in number under Asiecruf Dowlah supported 
by the 2iid Battalion 7th Regiment Native Infantry the whole commanded 
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by Captain Scott of the latter corps to be in readiness to pursue them in 
wliatever directions they might take A knowledge however of the route 
of my march I fancy led them to move to the eastward thirty miles along 
the course of the Pcornah river, which hearing of shortly after the arrival 
here of our detachment, I ordered Captain Scott with the corps placed 
undci his orders, to move at 3 O’clock that evening in pursuit and that 
might be arrived within 10 miles of their encampment which lay at Barode 
north of the Poornah The next day he moved early and after a marci' of 
16 miles his detachment came up with these plunderers who had proceeded 
in the direction of Jalgaum, and successfully attacked them with consider- 
able slaughter and pursuaded them for 6 or 8 miles capturing 4 guns (all 
they had) and the whole of (heir baggage 

I have the honour to enclose a copy of Captain Scott’s letter giving an 
account of this affair, and cannot omit to notice the judgment and activity 
which has been shown by that officer on this occasion, and the exemplary 
and gallant conduct of the officers and troops employed under him Soop 
Karim himself vith a few horse is said to have escaped, and to have gone 
towards the lulls I however feel confident m the belief that his party is 
completely dispersed and that this success will have the effect of deterring 
the many freebooters who are now in Hindustan from attempting to crot.s 
the frontiers of the Nizam’s or Paishwah’s territories 

I intend to move tomorrow from hence on my return towards Akola, 
it appearing from all late intelligence that Bcrar is again threatened with 
invasion by the Pindarics Lieutenant-Colonel Doveton’s detachment I 
did not withdraw from that province fearing this event, and hoping shortlv 
to leturn sufficiently near to it, to support and supply it, as circumstances 
might render necessary 

A return of any casualties which may have occurred I shall have the 
honour to transmit when received from Captain Scott 


Letter No. 29 — ^The letters refer to the whereabouts and cause of enmity 
between Chitoo, Jotiba and Karim — the Pmdari leaders. 

From-COLONEL DOVETON, 

To— M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Camp Douberry Tank, the 2Sth December 1805 

My hircarrahs have just returned and given me the following informa- 
tion 


That they went to Jellodah (4 coss beyond Gangasurry which is on the 
Gejhab River) 6 coss on this of the Nerbudda Seetoo with his Derrah is 
at Jellodah , Jotiba Mannia and Kareem together on the opposite side of 
the river, wh<ch is full, Seetoo has drawn the boats on this side That 
Jotiba and Kareem demand of the latter, one half of the booty lately acquir- 
ed by him in his excuision into Berar, who refuses on the plea that it was 
obtained by his people alone No hostilities have as yet actually taken 
place between these freebooters nor do they talk under the present existing 
circumstances of any particular excursion, but that if an accommodation 
should take place they would make over conjointly a circumstance that 
seem to be particularly urged on the part of Jotiba and Kareem. 
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Camp ot Dauhcny Tank, thcTHth December 180S 
Sir 

I have the honour to cnclo^t >ou lomc intelligence winch hai juit been 
broujilit me h> m> ilircarnhi and I imprcs» from vshnl 1 can learn it 
apPLin to me tlic probable >talc of mattcri at this present moment You 
v.ili of course lio\t heard that Col Wallace on hli march towards Burhanpur 
bfli crossed lu a iiod> of frcclwolcrs under Soop Karim awinst whom he 
immcdiatcl) dciaciietl ibt 2nd Ucgiment and a Battalion under Capt Scott 
Thej fortunate!) succeeded in cominfj up with them and took the whole of 
their li3Ce.aj c and J guns that he had with him with the tnflinR loss of 6 
troopers wounded Soop Karim himself with I believe the rre*atcr part of 
his horse made their escape and have fjonc o{\ amon;i the hills between 
Gawilghur and Uhchpur 

I have the honour to be 
Sir 

'^our most obedient bumble serv&nt, 
J Doveton 1 T COLOSEL. 
To 

IIonblcM S niphmstonc 
Resident Qt Nngpore 

Letter No 30 — Clphlnslonc namics the movements and plundcnn;! raids 
of the Plndaris In Bhonsla^ Icrrltorics and near about Nagpur 
This had Induced the Bhon<Ia lo request for the permanent 
stationing of a bod> of British troops in Nagpur on the conation 
that the Bhonsla bore the cost of Uiclr maintenance The dJfficul 
tics of the Dhonsla In regard to the expulsion of the Plndaris are 
referred to 

From-M FI PHINSTONE 

To-THC GOVFRNOR GENERAL 

Nogpiir tfic 4lfi February 1806 

On the da) before >citcrdaj in the morning I received a letter from 
Salabat Khan acquainting me that the Pmdanes were at Sohaugpore and 
that he had m conicqucncc mo\cd toward* the Ghati In the evening 
Jeswant Rao informed me bj- note that the Pindarics had arrived at Ramtek 
and burnt the town During the night 1 received mtclligcncc that they 
had advanced to the river Kanban ab^ut 6 miles from Nagpur with an 
apparent design to attack the cit> 

The Raja wai busied all night in sending out troops and I understand 
awcmblcd from 1 200 to 1.500 but could not be prevailed on to move agrinst 
the enemy till thc> should have received their arrears of pay 

In course of ycatcrda> I heard that 6 000 or 8 000 Pindarics advanced 
by Sohaugpore Seoni and Chhaparo near which place Maljl Ahlr Rao and 
Sadik All Khan were encamped those Chiefs were deserted by the greater 
part of their Cavalry and marched with their infantry and guns to the 
defence of Scorn On this a party of Pindarics amounting to about 2 000 
got into their rear plundered their baggage and Barar and proceeded to 
Kamtek which they set fire to m three places they then separated and 
plundered Nanderdun Goondvgong Tuckarny and man> other villages 
beyond the Kanhan besides 2 on this side of iL The> also cut up some 
of a party of the Raja i horse who were advancing towards the Kanhan to 
reconnoitre After they had plundered Ramtek and reduced part of It W 
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as his, they passed off to the eastward, plundered Tarra, Covee apd many 
othei villages, and proceeded to Bhandara a large town on the Vain Ganga 
which they are to have plundered and a large body of them is now iaid to 
have taken the road towards Dhunerda and Rattanpore The alarm m 
Nagpur is by no means so great as might be expected Some confusion 
naturally occurred on the night when the Pindaries were near, and 
advantage was taken of it to commit a considerable gang robbery, but 
nobody appears to have fled from the city 

I yesterday was visited by Jcswnnt Rao who after talking for some time 
on the subject of the present troubles, said that the Raja had sent him to 
enquire of me whether he could not have the temporary aid of a body of 
British troops m the manner in which 1 had formerly offered their assist- 
ance On my replying that the state of affairs was materially altered 
since that time that we were not at peace with all India and had no 
interest in repelling the Pindarics, that our troops were in consequence 
withdrawn from Berar and that any authority to employ them for the 
defence of His Highness’s dominions nad ceased Jeswant Rao put the 
question whether if the Raja were willing to expend one, two or even 
three lacks of rupees, the British Troops would march to his assistance I 
observed that such a sum was no object to the Government, which would 
be influenced in its policy by far more extended consideration Jeswant 
Rao explained that the three lacks was not intended for the Government, 
but for the accommodation ot persons receiving sahnes, and I told him that 
if troops were allowed to come to the Raja’s assistance, no such expense 
would be ncccssar>* at present, no orders were given for such a measure, 
and nothing could be done without orders I said I could nevertheless 
write to you and communicate to the Raja’s wishes, but that I could not 
sav that you would comply with them, as when 1 had last offered the Raja 
temporary assistance, he was threatened by the common enemy of his 
state anJ ours, which was not now the case I was the more induced to 
return an answer of this sort, as Jeswant Rao in recounting the numbers 
opposed to the Raja, mentioned Jotiba and Juggoba and the rest, from 
which it appeared that the Raja had apprehended an attack from Sindia's 
regular army When I enquired how Sindia was disposed towards the 
Raja, Jeswant Rao declared that Sindia had given the most solemn assuran- 
ces of his good will and had promised not only to punish the Pindaries but 
to make to the Raja for the losses they had occasioned him Jeswant Rao 
then urged again the propriety of assisting the Raja against the Pindaries, 
He said it was bad policy for His Highness to own that he was unable to 
cope v;ith them, yet he confessed that his troops were so ill paid and so 
disputed that he had no prospect of being able to defend his dominions. 
With reference to the recall of the British Troops from Berar, Jeswant Rao 
said that though it might be an impropei thing to mention it, he could not 
conceal his conviction that the Pindaries would attack Berar as soon as they 
learn that our troops had quitted it, and that it would then appear what 
the Nizam’s troops would do when left to themselves To this I answered 
that Pindaries being avowedly obedient to Smdia, there was no reason to 
think they had any design on Berar, and that though I did not pretend to 
say that the Nizam’s troops were capable of great exertions when they had 
not the example and support of the British, yet I hoped they were sufficient 
fo defend their own country from Pindaries, Jeswant Rao next acquainted 
me that the Raja had desired him in the event of my not complying with 
his request of assistance to beg that I would give him my advice concerning 
the line of conduct he should adopt m this extremity he went on to say that 
there was no fort into which His Highness could retire or to which he 
could send his family, that occupying the passes into the country had 
proved of no avail and that the main body of the Pindaries with infantry 
and guns was on its advance to attack him, that au attempt on Nagpur 
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»ccmcd ccrtnin nnd Ihnt there no chince of llic cH) bung »3\cd in luch 
nn event Wiitn lit hid concluded I replied that (he Kaja had Chanda and 
Giuikhur to uhlcli he mirht tend hit tamllv in ca<^t of neettsil) . but (hat 
it would l>c imprudent to spread a panic b> doini^ so on i ihnht alarm, (hat 
1 CO dd he no Judj c of the danjjcr tint (hrcitcncii lorn i» not knowmj* who 
were hii enemies, but if he had nolhinp to dread but from the I’lndancs, 
I could not think his danger \er> great H he could not protect the panes 
lie oiiglit to maintain i large arm> on a central position the light part of 
which might pursue the Pindaric's wherever thc^ appeared while the rest 
remaine'd to protect the Capllil that the Pindiritu if lhc\ remained m one 
hod> migiit ihui be broui lit to action or forced to move so fast that Incy 
would not be able to plunder or if tbe> broke into small Dirties the des 
Iruction of one or two of tlicm would intimidate the rest who had acquired 
there pre'fcnt degree of bnldncsv from the impunilv with which the) had 
hitherto earned on their depredations Jeswant Kio said thil it looked as 
if thev now tniende'd to stand a bittle as tliey were advancing with guns and 
Infantn on which 1 observed lliat In such n ease surel> the Raja s Troops 
would defeat a hand of robbers whose onlv safct> Ia> in the ilacrit) of ihdr 
flight Jeswant Uao expre'ivcd his hope that thc> might and again insisted 
on tlic ncce'ssitv of succour from us lie said if I wrote for orders the danger 
would be over before I received him and that the Raja Ind for that reason 
not desired to request me to write lie then dwell for some time on the 
Raji s distresses ind the dtfTt ul(> he found in pi>ing Ins troops uhlwh I 
ende'avourcd to show were not unusual b> comparing them with tlie difficul 
tick experienced b\ other native Governments and particular!) bv Sindia 
After some lime the conversation turned to the news of the dav and 
Jciwani Rao informed me that Juggoo Bapoo had omred at the place on 
the Nerbudda where Karim ctoi^chI He enquired particular!) regarding 
the trcitie*s witli lloll ir and Smdn and 1 told him the terms of (lie former 
and as much of the litter as 1 knew which is that Sindia has ceded Dhool 
pore Banco etc He received Gohud and Jcvalion which the undutiful 
conduct of the Rana rendered it Incxpodicnt longer to protect He then 
asked who was to hive the office of Virccr wlicther Sindia or the Bnltih 
M) expressing some surprize at the Question drew from Jeswant Rao a long 
discourse on the lovcrcignt) of the Cmncror over all India and the claim 
which could in consequence be brought forward b> (hoic who protected 
him This position which Jeswant Rao followed up b\ arrangements 
tendering to show that attention to their own interests gcncrosit) and even 
justice ought to induce the British assert the Fmperor s authority afforded 
me an opportunit) of explaining full) the principles of our Government 
and of showing how entire!) all schemes of assumption and aggrandizement 
were excluded from the policy of the British Nation Jeswant F^o after 
wards returned to the subject of the arrangements with Sindia and HolJcar 
and acquainted me that the Raja on hearing of them hid shown a desire to 
know whether he might expect the settlement referred to in your letter to 
take place soon now that the tranquillity of India was restored to which 
I replied that the settlement he alluded to did not depend In any degree on 
the slate of India that your doubts were now entire!) removed and >ou hod 
concluded the onl> pact of the arrangement in your power which was the 
pennons and that I observed might satisfy the Raja i Government of your 
desire to adjust the rest as soon as >ou could Jcswnnt Rao said he under 
stood part to depend on )ou and part on another (alluding to Cuttack and 
Berar) and I ix>8itively asserted that no part depended on you Jeswant 
Rao enquiring on whom there it depended I said I could not tdl 

Jeswant Rao expressed some anxiety respecting the delay that had 
taken place In procunng him the house which Lord Wellesley had promised 
him at Benares and I assured him that he might depend on hit being put m 
possession of such a house as soon as It could be found and purchased 
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Letter No. 31.— Elphinstone reports how on 7th February a false alarm 
was laised when a small band of Bhonsla's troops came to Nagpur 
from Ramtek and were taken to be Pindar is. There was much 

confusion m the citv. The Bhonsla now tliinks of sending away 
his family to Chanda 

From— M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To— THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Nagpur, the I2ih Febniaiy 1806 

I had the honour to report the proceedings of the Pindarics up to the 
4th instant 

On the 5th the troops under the command of Maljee Ahir Rao and 
Sadik All Khan arrived at Ramtek 

On the 7th a small party of Maljcc Ahir Rao's horse coming rather 
suddenly into Nagpore, a report arose that the town was attacked by the 
Pindarics This rumour spread with great rapidity and occasioned the 
utmost confusion m Nagpur and the neighbouring villages The alarm was 
increased by thieves who took advantage of it to plunder, and the tumult 
lasted till near sunset On the same evening I received a note from 
Jesw'ant Rao informing me that the Pindarics, who had been to the Eastward 
had retired b} the Rampilly Ghat (which I believe is to the South-East of 
Seoni) and that a fresh party to the number of ten thousand had arrived at 
Chapara 

On the 8th I received a visit from Jeswant Rao who acquainted me that 
the Raja had come to a resolution to send his family to Chanda, and recom^- 
mended to me to send my heavv baggage to the same place or to Ellichpore 
He also informed me, the Raja was now determined to call in all his armies 
and levy new troops, and to use his utmost endeavours against the Pindanes 
He next remarked that notwithstanding Sindia’s professions, his conduct 
was extremely suspicious, as the Pindarics acknowledged his authority and 
abstained from plundering any territories which belonged to him He then 
said that if there w'as a British Resident at Sindia’s Court it w^ould be confer- 
ring a great favour on the Raja if I w^ould request him to take some 
opportunity of asking Sindia or his Ministers whether he w^as in war with the 
Bhonsla I said that I did not suppose our Resident would >vish ro put any 
questions of that sort to Sindia^ but that if I received any intelligence, that 
threw a light on that Chieftain s intentions, I would communicate them to 
him, adding that in my opinion Sindia was anxious to get the Pindanes out 
of his Country at any rate and that he did not concern himself where they 
went, so as they spared his dominions Part of the Raja’s property was 
despatched on the 10th to Chanda, his family is still here and it is said will 
not leave Nagpur for the present The troops from Pandhurna and the 
Tarra Ghat have arrived, and are encamped about a mile and a half north of 
the city 

Letter No. 32 — Elphinstone repoils that the Bhonsla had assembled an 
Army at Nagpur under the command of Ganpat Rao, son of the late 
Vithal Pant Soobahdar of Berar and intends to send it to 
Hoshangabad to check the Pindaris 

From— M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To— THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL, FORT WILLIAM' 

Nagpw, the 15tk May 1806 
I had the honour to state In my dispatch of the 6th instant to the Secre- 
tary in the Persian Department, that I had wrote to Jeswant Rao objecting 
to a passage in the Raja of Berar’s letter to you In consequence the Rajg 
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»cnt to JcsN^ant Rio to explain to me ifiat he had no intention whalc^er to 
thTo^ out nn>thiT)C against the hith of o«r GoNcrnment and that d the 
letter 'ftcrc not >ct fionc he would wlllinct) niter the objectionable parti ol 
it Jctv.anl Uau wid that the Raju had mentioned hU with not to Interfere 
vith our treaties ^Mlh the Nixam men I) because it was neccinr> that he 
should aisii^n some rciion for the rcfusini; the districts and he could not 
\sith proprict> jtive hii real one >^hich was that he did not wish to lay 
himrelf under obliKilIoni to the Niram for such a Irifle When Jciwanl 
Rao finished his cxplanaiioni I promised to comniunmtc them to >ou and 
said I Ind no douhl ihcj vsould be deemed sitisfaclor) Since the date of 
m> last dispatch the Raia has bcun cmplo>cd in c<iuippmc some troops for 
the field i Ic has assembled about 4 OM men at this ctl) to i^hich he has 
added a part) of al>out 1.500 horse and fool under Uaja Dav") Dau who 
Intel) came from I^dcranad ond was entertained h> tlic Raja TTic whole 
bod\ has 10 stuns attached to It and Is commanded h> Gnnpat Rao the son 
of the late itlial ihint Soobidar of llcra The common report is that 
this force IS to he iojncd h) that under Sadik Ah Khan on the Nprbudda and 
to CO acainst IlosSanrahid but Jeswant Rao states it to be Intended only 
to keep the Pindarics in check The Cliicfs of the Pindarics arc said to haNC 
come to some accommodation amonc thcmicivcs. and to bo acain connect 
cd with the Nabab of Rhopal A considerable r>odr of them has crossed 
the Nerhudda but ns this advanced season thc> will probabl) not attempt 
an) extensive depredations 

The companies under the command of Lieut I lo)d reached this on 
the 10th and the party of (he 2nd Madras Native Regt toecther with the 
M>torc Horse march tomorrow to their rospectirc 


Letter No 33 —The enclosure (o Ibis letter addressed by Mercer to 
Cdmon^tonc reports that Karim Khan the PIndari Chief was sclxcd 
with his relations and servants when he raid a xisll to SindhJa 
His camp was looted and his troops were dispersed 

From-G MCRCFR RLSIDENT WITH DOWLAT RAO SINDIA 

To-M ELPHINSTONn RLSIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Camp Sackcnbarcc the 25lh NoTcmbcr 1806 

I have the honour to enclose for >our information n cop) of m) letter of 
yesterday s date to the address of Mr Sccrciar) Edmonitonc 

Vol 31 — Enchsurc to letter No 51 


To 

N B EDMONSTONE ESQUIRE 
Secretary to Government 
Fort William- 


Sir 

I have he honour to acquaint vou for the information of the HonTile 
the Governor-General in Council that in a visit paid this morning by Korin: 
Khan Pindarrah to Dowlat Roo Sindia for the avowed purpose of receiving 
charge of the fort of Sackunbarce an opportunity wos taken to seise the 



265 


person of the Pindarrah Chief and his relations and servants who^ had accom- 
panied him An immediate attack upon Karim Khan’s Camp was ordered 
and after some resistance it was evacuated and plundered and the troops 
amounting to about three thousand horse dispersed and retired in the 
direction of Bhopal and Raggoghur 


I have the honour to be. 
Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
Camp near Sackunbaree GROME MERCER, 

The 22nd November 1806 Resident at Dowlat Rao Sindia 



NIZAM'S AFFAIRS 

Letter No 1 —Reports the dcMli of Azimul Umrali the Prime Minister 
of the NIram on the momlnj; of 9lh May 1804 

Irom-MAJOU KIRKPATRICK Rl SIDI NT AT inDrUARAD 

To-M S nmiNSTONI UI bini NT AT NAGPUR 

Ilyilrrobatl the 9th May 1851 

It \% TPith infinite end and conctrn lint I ha\c to ncfiuamt >ou iliat 
lilt Prime Minlftcr of llii» Stile Aiizimool Omrali Arliloo Jah Bahadur 
departed tint life at day hreik this mommy after a short hut tcscrc ilincu 
of four da>i 

Prcpantions art now makine for lits funeral at the family \ault m th- 
nciRhhoiirhoud of the cit> and i ha\c ihounht it n compliment justl> due 
to thu eminent nnk xvhicli (he dcccarcd minlilcr held in this slate at well 
15 1 proper mark of respect to the mcmor> of a man to long and to Inti 
malcl) connected at Auzimool Omrah wi5 with the Compan) s Govern 
ment to direct minute Runt {fcvcntv five in number) to he fixed in the 
British Cmlonmcnt on tint mournful occasion 

Letter No 2 —Tills forms as enclosure to a Idler from Kirkpatrick to the 
Go>'cmor-Gcnenl ThU H in Important document that throws Huht 
on the stale of affairs In Nizam s Court The methods employed by 
the nrillsh to llfihlen their ;jrlps on the Nizam and at the same time 
keep In reseno a strong army at the cost of the Nizam arc clearly 
evidenced here- The discussion dcsciihed here pertains to the 
establishment of a contlnflcnl of 10 000 Slllcdar hor^e In addlllon 
to the existing contingent of 15,000 according to the Subsidiary 
Alliance SDmndar Jah the Nizam shows his unwillingness for it 
but Mcer AUum his Prime Minister forces It on him 

FROM— MAJOR KIRKPATRICK RnSlDPNT AT H'^DRABAO 
lo-rHF GO\TRNOR CrNKRAl 


Dated the 31st ilfoy 1805 

After the usual fncndly enquiries Mcer Allum Informed me that when 
you (Captain K ) had left the palace on the evening of the 26th he had 
observed to His Highness that the draft of the plan for the cstibluhment 
of 1 body of Fen Thousand SiDcdar Gav3lr> haMng been submitted to His 
Highness he was desirous of receding his final instructions regarding it 
That His Highness had replied that he hod certainly seen and penned the 
propositions In question but that he did not conceive them to be neccssarv 
that he was ready in compliance with the terms of the treaty to collect the 
requisite number of cavalry and infontrj but that if it were intended to 
frame a new engagement indepcndontly of the trcat> it was indeed another 
question 

That in reply to this he (Mecr Allum) had represented to His Highncs/ 
that the proposed plan might be considered as supnlemenhry to the 
Treaty That troops of His Highneu s Government did not assemble at 
the proper time and that the object of the present plan was to establish a 
body of hone which should always be prepared for service and to ensure 
the complete performance of all the obligations of the alliances besides being 
productive if man^ advantages to Hii Highness s nnmediate Government 
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That H'lg Highness hereupon asked if "his troops were not ready at the 
proper time to which he (Meer Allum)'- had answered only a certain 
number That m the late campaign for instance the troops of Shumsool 
Omra'i had not joined the army until after the surrender of Chandoor and 
that the party of Noorul Omrah had not amounted to more than two 
hundred men 

. On this occasion Meer Allum told me, Noor Ool Omrah interposed 
in the conversation and assured His Highness that he had supplied by new 
levies the dehciencies of his party and had remitted many for its payment 
to Raja Mahiput Ram That if His Highness were pleased to confer on '■ 
him the command of ten thousand horse, he would obey all instructions 
that he might receive and march wither-so-ever he might be directed and 
that he (Meer Allum) replied to Noorool Omrah, that it was very easy to 
make boastful declarations but that m the hour of need nothing was 
effected 

Here Meer Allum said, His Highness addressed himself to the OflScers 
whoever present at the Durbar observing that he appealed to his O'mrahs 
and the dependants on his family, how their troops were to be supported if 
an additional body of ten thousand silledar cavalry were established in his 
Government, and then turning to Meer Allum said all this is to be imputed 
to your inability and neglect It is you who have injured my affairs If 
my troops were not ready at the time stipulated by Treaty why were you 
inattentive^ Excepting the treaty that already exist I wish not to enter 
into any new engagements, and in fact, interference in such instances is 
inconsistent with the terms of the Treaty That he (Meer Allum) replied 
that to render the troops of His Highness efficient and to provide territory 
for their payn^ent in order that the obligations of the alliance might be 
performed was not at all mcompatiable with the terms of the Tieaty That 
neither the Talookdar or Jagheerdar troops were regularly paid That to 
this His Highness observed that if the Talookdar or Jagheerdar, did not 
pay the troops regularly, the necessary amount might have been drawn 
from the Treasury That this would have been allowable But that if 
a body of ten thousand silledar cavalry were established in compliance with 
the present propositions there would be no employment for the troops of 
his Omrahs and of the dependants on his family, and that they would all 
be left without subsistance 

In answer to this Meer Allum told me he had represented to His 
Highness tliat ten thousand silledar cavalry were already in the service ol 
the State and that the principle on which it was now proposed to reorganize 
them, would not in any respect injure the troops of the Jagheerdars or of 
the dependants on the family of His Highness 

That the above having passed His Highness arose, when Noor Ool 
Omrah requested that His Highness would be pleased to grant his son 
leave to return to his Jagheer representing at the same time that he was 
now unable to provide for the expenses of his family and that as his eldest 
son was now grown up, he trusted that His Highness would provide for 
his future maintenance To this His Highness replied that he must first 
remove the complaint that had been preferred against him and that ht 
might then state his son’s'case to His Highness That Noor OoJ Omr«n 
said that his troops were actually with the army and that he had remitted 
money for their payment to Raja Mahiput Ram to which Meer Allum re- 
plied that the money which he had remitted was not sufficient to pay the 
whole of his party, that His Highness then retired into his Mahal 

Meer Allum proceeded to state that on the following morning Zee- 
aool Moolk the Aruzbegee of His Highness had called and 
conveyed to him the orders of His Highness to provide according to 
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Trcfltr for nine tlioumnd ca>alb and iix thousand infantry beini* alwa}i 
forilictimtnji in tome manner that minht bt wtidaclory lo fhc Kciidcnl 
and when tlnr should be accomnliihcd lo wmt on Hu lllchncii ^Ith an 
Arjee from itmiclf and a Idler from >ou declaring that >ou ucrc Mtlified 
v.i»H the arranccmcni Hut until lomc such arrangement should be con* 
eluded he vas desired not to go lo the palace To this communication 
Mccr Allum said he had replied that the conclusion of the arrangement 
vhich ihs Highncsi desires depended on His Highness i nfTixing his sMi 
an J signature to iht plans (or the proposed establishment of sillcdar cavalry 
and that when this should be done, he would submit to His Highness 
the Arxcc from himclf and thi. necessary letter expressive of satisfaction 
from the Resident That as this was an affair of considerable imporlince 
ami ai manv ndvonlagci would be derived from the adoption of the pro- 
posed phn lie begged leave to suggest that it ought not be dcla>ed Mccr 
Allum said that /.ccanol Mootk had submitted this to Hu Highness and had 
returned to him with an answer intimating that Hu Highness would oot 
xinscpi to an> additional cavalry estabhihment but that Hu Highness 
niglit ncvtrthclcii perhaps see him on the following morning. 

When Mver Allum had thus concluded the communications I observed 
to him in obedience to the general instructions wlitch i had received from 
>0u for the purpose that he must be pcrfcctl) convinced that in suggesting 
the present plan Hu Cxctllcncy the Governor General could have had 
nought in vail but (he interests digni(> and power of His Highness s Gov 
emment and that at its adoption would bo productive of advantage to Hit 
Hlglincsi and would enhance hu (Mccr Allum s reputation) a« a minister 
It was desirable either that he should himself at )iu approaching audience 
state unrcicrvcdl) the merits of the plan to Hu Highness or request His 
Highness to fix a da) for receiving >ou when you would ducuu the subject 
fully with Hii Highness and endeavour to impress on His Highness t mind 
a conviction of the numerous advantages that hii Government would 
derive from the proposed Establishment but that if >our ar^mcnti should 
prove inefficient and Hu Highness should still pcriiit m nil rejection o! 
the plan >ou would submit the circumstance to Hit Excellency the most 
TQoble the Governor General lor that Ibe onl> objtct in the present propo- 
sition was the advancement of Hi> Highnetss intcrcsti and the performance 
of the obligations of the alliance and that Ind^cndantly of these cosidcra 
tion It must be a matter of indIfTcrcncc to the British Government whether 
Hu Highness confirmed or rejected them 

To this Mccr Allum replied that by the blessing of God the conclusion 
of this affair would not require that jou should wait on Hli Highnen That 
theioLt was that Seconder Jah was utterly unequal to the comprcheniioo 
of important and delicate affaui and that Iimail Yar Jung had lately 
acquired mucli aKcndano over the mind of Hu Highness and spoke of 
the Mcer to Hu Highness in sudi terms as to eiatc His Highnen s 
jealousy und apprehension but that if you (Colonel K-) 
would assist him in accomplishing that obnoxioui persons 
removal an effectual stop would be put to those insinuation from which 
seiious bad consequences must at length cnevitably result I hereupon 
asked Mccr Allum what plea existed Tor a measure of so strong a nature 
which Will not I believed likely to meet with j^ur concur since except 
indec 1 m the extreme case of overt nets of delinquency against both Govem 
menu being actually proved against Ismail Yar Jung(?) To this Mcer Allum 
answered that he apprehended it would be impracticable to adduce inch 
proof as you (Colonel K ) seemed to require but 4hat the conduct of 
(small Yar Jeng was known to many people and that in the present 
instance he had learned from Roop Lalt and other persons of respectabi 
lity that HU Highness s opposition to the present plan had originated In 
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Ismail Yar .lung That a better plea for interference than this surely could 
not be required since lus continuance about His Highness’s person would 
at length be productive of seiious mischief and inconvenient in the political 
affairs of the State 

I assured Mcer Allum that I should report to you all that he had said 
and he then proceeded to complain of the slights and inattention winch 
he lat(crl> liad experienced from Seconder Jah who he told me had lately 
in opposition to his former praclicc'bccn on various occasions extremely 
inattciUPe to him, that for instance His Highness had not consulted him 
about sending Ins tents to the Omrah Begum’s garden and had not even' 
desired him to accompanv him, that although such slights did not make 
any deep impression upon Ins mind, still he could not help feeling dis- 
satisfied at such a departure from common usage and that he had it there- 
fore, in contemplation to resent it by neither-sending out his tents, nor 
accompanying His Highness on his party of pleasure 

Bearing in mind your injunctions on the particular subject, I here 
observed to the minister, -that however, neglectful or inattentive the conduct 
of His Highess might be it was still your decided opinion that he (Meer 
Allum) would do well not to appear to notice it, ahd that he ought by all 
means therefore to send out this tents according to custom and accompany 
His Highness to the garden I recommended him at the same time in 
obedience to your directions to bear in mind the friendly hints which your 
attachment to him had occasionally induced you to suggest, and to dis- 
continue that excess adulation and flattery with which he had hitherto been 
accostomed to feed Seconder .lab, and which you always apprehended 
would sooner or later lead to the disgraceable consequences that now began 
to manifest themselves 

Meer Allum said that your opinion had proved perfectly correct and 
that he had certainly acted erroneously in displaying such excessive de- 
votion to His Highness and in consulting His Highness’s whims and cap- 
rice on ever) occasion That sensible of his error, he had for some time 
past observed a different conduct and if you approve of it m order to bring 
His Highness back to the right path he would insist on the same implicit 
trust and confidence which his father extended to his ministers being either 
bestowed on him, oi upon His Highness taking upon himself the manage- 
ment of state affairs and thus exonerating him from all responsibility 

‘ To this I replied that as such a proposal at the present time might be 
productive of unpleasant consequences it appeared to be more advisable 
that the Meer should exert his patience and endeavour to restore His 
Highness to the right path by the mild influence of persuasion 

This Meer Allum promised me he would endeavour to do , and he 
then proceeded to observe that by associating with such ignorant men as 
Ismail Yar Jung, His Highness had imbided a notion that His Excellency 
the Governor-General was so entirely at his devotion that he would comply 
with any desire that His Highness might express for the removal of his 
Ministers or even of the British Resident at his Court To this I replied 
that m consideration of the intimacy of the alliance which subsisted bet- 
ween the two States His Excellency the Governor-General it might be 
fairly presumed was perfectly well inclined to pay the utmost attention 
to all His Highness’s reasonable wishes but that such notions as those 
which His Highness, was discribed as having imbibed from his intercourse 
with Ismail Yar Jung, could only be imputed to His Highness’s inexperi- 
ence and want of judgment and information 
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fhv. mu\»J>tcr thi.n wlU that nol bclnj' \cr> dtcpl> attached to the ofltce 
uiilch he held and a« he uu no end lo the \cxition and trouble nhtch he 
had iulhcrto vubmiin.d to from a love of »ome he ’Aai du^alitficd at heart 
and half inclined lo rend in hit rcsittnition To this I replied that 
he (Mter Allum) ou^,hi on no ncciuinl to tufTcr tuch tliounhti to enter hii 
mind an I llni I cirncill) tri^ltd that the ncccuit) of retiring ^ouJd fall 
on lilt cntmie> and not upon hImteU 

Tlic minuter here apparentij muth affected enumerated man> innance* 
of th(, mil trcilmcnt he had experienced and of the extreme folly and 
lijnorancc of Hit UitJhnus to \\hich in obedience to >our inilructioni I 
replied in terms of comfurl adapted to the occatiun obscnini! that he 
oucht not to allow tuch occurrcncci to interrupt the tranqulllil} of hii 
min(l but rafiUT dc\itc tome meant for their removal 

Nicer Allum in conclufion expatiated on the nature and decree of 
lupport vvhich >ou afforded to the late ininittcr and tnid that althouch he 
hoped in a fevv audiences lo eradicate the mhtnkcn ideal ulilcli Hit Hii;h 
ne s teemed to have imbibed and that >our lunport micht not therefore 
be nhtolutcl) rcquitite in llic present instance lie ncvcrihclcit trusted that 
i! It should evcnluall) become ncccftar> the HnliOi Govcrnnicit vvould 
a0ord him its most ample countenance and aid in order that he micht 
tlienccforvsard he relieved from anxieties such is non perplexed him To 
this I conceived that if It should ever liccomc mditpensabl} requisite to 
resort to such an cxncndient 1 had reason to think tlial }ou would most 
chcerfullj iticnd lo him lint decree of rupport authonred b> >our instruc 
tions hilt that this was a measure which >ou were alwa>s of opinion oucht 
lo be kept m resen c as lone is possible and onl> resorted to in the last 
extremUi iiic minister laid that such also v^as hii own opinion and 
ihortl> afteT I took m> leave and withdraw 


Letter No 3 —Tfiis letter alonfl with the enclosures 1 and 2 which come 
after the letter further Illustrates the objcctK'C of Ihc British In 
forcing upon the Nizam a Mllltar> clabUshment of 10 000 cavalry 
troops to be stationed In various parts of Berar and maintained 
out of the revenues of Berar enclosures 1 and 2 deserve careful 
study 

From-COL J a KIRKPATRICK RRSIDCNT AT HYDERABAD 

Tc^THE GOVERNOR GENERAL FORT WILLIAM 

Hyderabad the 6th June 1805 

In the 14lh para of m> last address No 365 I had the honour 
to- acquaint Your Excellency that the minuter had that morning com 
municatcd to m> Moonih> His Highness s assent under certain modifica 
tions to my plan for the establishment of a body of Sillcdar cavalry and 
1 have now the lionour to enclose for Your Excellence b notice translation 
(No 1) of m> Moonsh) % report of his confercnc^c vntn the Prime l^nister 
at whicli the assent m question was signified 

2 1 hoiiph I can readil> believe M> Lordj that the camcstncsi now 

testified by Mc>er Allum for the successful termination of the negociations 
m hanci really proceeds in a great measure from the conviction that he 
prcfesscR to feel of the urgent necessity of a regular Sillcdar establishment 
it must be abundantly evident at the same time to Your Excellency from 
the undisguised sentiments on this head invariably professed by the Prime 
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Minister and regularly reported in my public despatches that the seques- 
tration either entire or partial of the great militaiy Jagheers is an object 
which has no small share in the active part that he appears unfeignedly 
to have taken of late for the early accomplishment of the foregoing 
measure 

3 The opinion which I myself indeed have always entertained and 
occi sicnally ventured to submit respectfully to Your Excellency on the 
above important subject is not unfavourable to that moderate degree of 
reduction of the great military Jagheers suggested by the minister in the 
accompanying report, and affirmed (not altogether perhaps without founda- 
tion) to be highly requisite if not indispensably necessary to ensure the 
regular payment of the proposed establishment of Silledar Cavalry in the 
event of a failure from either natural or artificial causes in the revenues of 
the countiy to be appropriated to their maintenance 

4 - 1 am however by no means perfectly clear My Lord that even this 
favourite expedient of partial sequestration of Jagheers or rather partial 
diversion into a new channel of the revenues occurring from them would 
perfectly answer the professed end m view, namely, the regular payment 
under everj’’ contingency of the body of Silledar Horse in question, though 
we'e mv mmd ever so fully made up on this essential point I should still 
deem it my duty, under the prohibitory tenour of Your Lordship’s instruc- 
tions for my guidance to withhold (as I have accordingly done) my acquies- 
ence iri any innovation prejudicial to the great military Jagheerdars 

5 The enclosure No 2 is a translation with Persian copy annexed of 
the rough draft which I originally submitted to the minister with the 
alte’ation«! suggested by His Highness the Soubahdai and whic]i are marked 
in red ink for Your Excellency’s more particular notice 

6 Some of these alterations are merely verbal, others immaterial, and 
a few real improvement on the original plan but these are one or two 
of a nature so subversive of the great end in view, namely, the rugular pay- 
ment of the proposed establishment that I have thought it right, to give 
the minister unreservedly to understand, that their admission on my part 
would rende** the whole plan nugatory 

7 The alterations to which I here allude. My Lord occur in the 1st 
and 6th articles of the altered plan, and go (the former) to the substitution 
of an unlimited numbers of Serishtadars, to the single officer of that des- 
cription required by my original proposition and the latter, by the intro- 
duction of the words “as far as they may be able’’ to furnish this Govern- 
ment with a most dangerous pretext for withholding payment at pleasure 
from the public treasury in the event of any temporary failure in the usual 
source from whence this Silledar Establishment is to derive its mainten- 
ance 

8 The former of these two alterations has been introduced for the 
purpose of increased patronage and its invariable concomitants, increased 
bribery and corruption, objects which it would not have been my business 
to defeat, did they not materially affect m the present instance that great 
and fundamental point responsibility, for the due management and appro- 
priation of the revenues of Berar, which I am fully persuaded is only at- 
tainable by the selection of some individual M'ootsuddy of experience, 
wealth and good repute for the office of Serishtadar 

9 With a view to bring the remaining point in discussion to as early 
a close as possible I sent my Moonshy to the minister on the 4th instant to 
give him in the first place definitely to understand that my acquiesence in 
his proposition for a reduction of one-eighth in this Military E'stahlislTment 



of tlic nrcat JaRhccrdari and a di\crtion of a nroportionalc part of the rev 
enue of thcjr rcipccti\c Japheer* into the pumic Ircaiury wai at he could 
not but be full) a^^arc entirely out of my power and to anipn to Inm in the 
i4.cond m) rcaioni for ohjcctmR to the two allcrnlloni ipccihed In the 7tlt 
para of hit address 

10 M> Moonih) m hii report to me of what passed on the foregoing 
occasion dcrcribci the minister as suflricicnll) con\inccd b> the arguments 
wloch he was directed to cmplo) of the dangerous tendency of the altera 
tions above alluded to but extremely averse to relinquish his design respect 
mg a partial reduction of the great Militar> Jaghcen 

11 It was at htl however finally determined at the abovx visit that 
Q draft of His Iliglincss the Soubahdar*t intended letter to Your CxccIIen 
c> specif) Ing the terms on which he engage to maintain the proposed body 
of Sillcdar Horse should be made out and commumcated to me without 
dcla) when 1 shall be able to ascertain the degree of attention which my 
latter suggestions have met with 

12 1 hive the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Lordships 
commands of the l^llh ultimo ilirouch the Sccrc!ar> In the Political Depart 
ment in reply to m> address No ^2 of the 11th Pebruary -and shall lake 
an opportunii) of explaining to Mccr Allum the terms on which he can 
lodge nil monc) with facillt) in the Company s Fund 

13 Your Pxccllcncy ma) rely on mv paving the utmost attention to 
the instructions convc>cd in the 8lh and 9th para of Mr Sccrctarr 
Cdmonslonc s letter and beg leave at the same time to assure Your Excel 
Icncy that though I may have omitted duly reporting the same I have not 
failed on mefre than one occasion to discourage the remonstrances of the 
vakeel from the Raja of Berar and to point out to them the proper chan 
nsl for anv representation which their court may have to make to the British 
Goxmracnt 


‘Tfonsfatfor of Afoonskv Vtccz OoUah s report of hit conference 
vith Mccr Allum on the 31st of May 1805 

After the usual fncndl) inquiries Mecr Allum desired me to inform 
you (Col K) that he had at length succeeded In impressing on the mind 
of Hh Highness n conviction of the advantages that might be derived from 
the PTC posed establishment of Sillcdar Cavalry, but that His Highness had 
made some alterations in your draft of the plan which the Mccr at the 
same time delivered to me for >our perusal requesting me to return it to 
him after you should have read it m order that it might be finally pre 
pared in the form either of an engagement or of a letter from His Highness 
To thia in obedience to your directions 1 replied that the adoption of the 
proposed plan depended entirely on His Highness that the British Gov 
emment had not any views of self interest whatever in recommending It 
that if therefore His Hlghneu voluntanly approved of it it was well but 
that othcrwuc you by no means intended to obtrude it on His Highness 
That it Tcferred raercly to the interests of His Highness i Government and 
that it was uonecessarv therefore to enter into anv further discussions on 
the subject That -these considerations had induced you to observe that 
if an early day were appointed for your waiting on His Highness vou would 
explain to him that the acceptance or rejection of the propo*^ plan rested 
entirely with Hii Highness and that whatever might be Hit Highness s 
determination would be equally agreeable to you 

Moor Allum here said that the determination of Hii Highness might 
perhaps be a matter of indifference to you but that it was by no mein# 
so to him as such a body of Cavalry was urgently wanted both for the In 
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ternal management of the country m time of peace and for the due dis- 
charge of the obligations of the alliance in time of war, the responsibility 
of which latter he added devolved m a great measure on him as Prime 
Minister That this circumstance alone would have induced him to re- 
commend the organisation of His Highness’s military establishment, and 
that on the present occasion he had strongly represented to His Highness 
that the proposed body of Silledar Cavalry would ensure the easy and 
satisfactory performance of all 'the obligations of treaty and would place 
His Highness in the possession of every advantage that a prince could derive 
from the due establishment of his authority throughout his dominions 
Meer Allum said that after listening to the arguments which he had thus 
adduce ^ in support of the plan His Highness had with great readiness agreed 
to its adoption That in his own opinion the Silledar Establishment would 
be found productive of the most important advantages to His Highness’s 
Government and that as His Highness had at length voluntarily sanctioned 
It, it ^^ould be unnecessary lor you to wait on His Highness until after the 
plan should have been confirmed by the seal and signature of His Highness, 
and read> for delivery 

ihe above comcrsation being here concluded Meer Allum ^aid that 
he had requested me to call on him m order to communicate to me for 
your information that on receding your draft of the plan for the Silledar 
Establishment His Highness had directed that in the event of any failure 
on the part of the Surnshtadars the money that might be requisite for tV^e 
payment of the corps should be drawn fiom the treasury of the Dewan 
The Meer -observed that although the whole of Berar had been allotted to 
the provisions of funds he apprehended that the revenues of that province 
would still be found inadequate to the purpose and that in an arrangement 
like the present the probability of failures in the corps from natural or 
other causes ought to be taken into the scale of consideration, that in order 
therefore, to provide against every emergency, and to preclude the neces- 
sity of future remonstance, as the Jagheerdars were well known not to main- 
tain the full number of troops for which Jagheers were entrusted to them, 
he proposed to require from all the Military Jagheerdars the payment m 
cash of one-eighth of the amount of their respetcive Jagheer and to author- 
ize their making a proportionate reduction in the number of troops which 
they are iDOund to keep up That this measure which bore hard on no 
one would not be objected to by the Jagheerdars themselves and that the 
addition of so large a sum to the Treasury of the Dewan as the aggregate 
of these savings would constitute would effectually provide for the regular 
payment of the Silledar Cavalry even if any unfortunate events should cause 
a failure in the revenues of Berar. 

I assured Meer Allum that I should report to you the proposal which 
he had made and communicate to him your answer 

In obedience to your directions I also told Meer Allum that one of 
your motives among others in desiring that an early day might be fixed for 
your waiting on His Highness was that an opportunity might be thereby 
afforded to vou of speaking to His Highness on his (Meer Allum’s) behalf 
and of endeavouring to remove the causes of that dissatisfaction which His 
* Highness had lately evinced To this the Meer replied that he felt much 
indebted to your kind and friendly intentions and shortly after I took 
my leave and withdrew 

A true translation and copy 
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Jranslation oj a plan jor the cstabUshmcnt of a body of ten thousand 
Sfllcdar ( aiair^ as altered by fits Hij^hncss the Souhahdar 

(S B —The ■Ucr^ii m end aJdHiuna mitle b/ Ili« Ilifihnrtt art wHtim In red Ink.] 

\\ licrcaf llic inltrcsif- (liRntt> ind poutr of the Go\trninint of llu 
lIiRhncjt tlic Souhnlular and the performance of the oblirationi of the 
lrcat> of Alliance depend orr the cfficicnc) of lli» iliphnnit Army, a 
plan ih now ^ubnnried to flu llirhn^if z'Inch has been settled by Ills 
llichncss t Ministers for the improxcmcnl of Im Military c*tabhihmcnt 

1 A« itie ref^ular issue of montltI> pa> Is amonR the most powerful 
cause's of the cfncienc) of a Miliinrs i stanlishmcnt it is proposed that the 
uhol of the country of Ikrar shall be fisrd on for the lupnort of a Body 
of Ten Thousand billcdar Hone Serishtadars shall be selected frgm the 
party from cmoriR the mootusuddics of rstabhilicd Reputation on whose 
assurrccs nnd conduct reliance can be placed and they shall be permitted 
to re'ccnc tlic acknov.lLdRed emoluments of their ofiicc and the country 
of Berar shall be entrusted to their minaRcmcnts in order that they may 
he enabled to appl> Ms revenues to the regular month!) pa)mcni of the 
part) where ii ma) be stationed But exccpiinR their authorit) over the 
countr) and the rcRular month!) pj>mcnt of ific troops the Scnihtadars 
shall not in an) respect whatever interfere in the said bod) of Sillcdar 

Oavnio 

2 The party shall consist of Ten Rtsalahi and each Risalah of a 
thousand men at tlic montlil) rate of 1 ift) Rupees each man of a Reesal 
dar at (he rate of 1 ivc Hundred Rupees a month of two Jcpimadars nt 
the rale of two hundred and fifty rupees each and of ten Dafadan at the 
rate of one hundred rupees each 

3 All these Hcesalahi shall be distinct that is to say that no one 
of them shall have an) connection with or dcpcndancc on another and a 
pcjion of rcspcctabilitv x^ho may he qualified for a command shall be 
appointed to eominand them in time of var and that person shall accord 
ing to tfirstoni conduct all Military operations in conformity to the opinion 
of ilia commander of the llrtitsh Troops 

A The posts of Rasuluhdar Jemmadar and Dafadar shall be con 
ferred according to the sctection of ihc British Residents on such xu6;ccts 
of His Highness the Soubahdar as may be qualified for the respective posts 

5 An Enayxtnamah under the seal and siRnaturc of His Highness 
shall be granted to each Rassaladar engaging to replace such horses as may 
be killed tn time of uar and to provide for the families of such Horsemen 
as may fall m action and a duplicate of this Ena>ctnamah, under (he seal 
and signature of Hii Highness shall be lodged in the custody of the British 
Resident 

6 As re^Iar monthly payment is among the causes that conduces 
most powerfully to the cmcicncy of Military Establishments and as the 
removal or supcrccsiion of the Snenshtadar rests with the Government of 
His Highness the Soubahdar it is requisite that Hli Highness should 
himself be responsible for tlic regular monthly payment of the party and 
that if therefore the Scnihtadar should ever fad in providing remilar Funds 
for that purpose the Ministers of Hit Highness shall as far as Viey may bt 
abli issue the requisite amount from the Treasury of the Dcv,an 

i In time of peace this party of Sdledar Cavalry shall be emplo^ 
in the service of Hlr Highness the Soubahdar but in time of war according 
to the Trealv they shall be collected stationed and employed in anv 
quarter thpt the British Government nunr point out for the performance 
of the obligations of the alliance from which numerous advantages will if 
derived 



275 


8 As this establishment of Silledar Cavalry is expressly designed for 
the due performance of the obligations of the Treaty of Alliance the British 
Resident shall be entitled to muster the party whenever he may think it 
necessary to make a requisition to that effect and in the event of any failure 
hcinii proved against any of the Rcesaludais, Jemniadars, Duffadais or 
Horscjucn, the i cprcscuialion of the Buiish Resident to. His Highness for 
their suprcssion or dismission shall be attended to 

9 The enlisting of good men from whom useful service may be 
expected, the provision of proper equipments and accoutrements for the 
Horsemen, the transmission of regular information of the deaths and deser- 
tions amonu Ihc men and the casualties among the horses, and the regular 
practice of the usual exercise of evolutions depend on the Reesaladar If 
therefore, anv of the Rccsaladnrs should be negligent of their duty m anv 
of the foregoing instances, or should appropriate the pay of the troops to 
their own i.sc, they shall on proof being induced of their criminality be 
punished and dismissed from their employment 

A true translation and copy 
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[The ps'i'^ages m italics in this letter represent those written in “Red Ink” in the 
ongiml letter ] 


Letter No 4 — ^The original proposal of the British Resident now assumes 
the form of the Nizam's aoplication to the Governor-General pro- 
posing the establishment of 10,000 cavalry in Berar to be paid 
out of the levenues of Beiar, in accoi dance ^Yith the Subsidiary 
Treaty of 1800 This is diplomacy. 

From— COL J A KIRKPATRIC, RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD, 

To— THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Hyderabad, the 13th June 1805 

1 The 11th paragraph of my last address No 366, will have made 
Your Excellency fully acquainted with the advanced state of my negocia- 
tion for the e'^fablishment of ihc Body of Silledar Horses and I have now 
the honour to enclose for Your Excellency’s notice copy and translation 
of the draft of His Highness the Soobah’s letter to Your Excellency on the 
subject alluded to m that paragraph with the alterations or additions 
annexed which L felt myself undei the necessity of again suggesting 

2 My experience of the evasive procrastinating ’ spirit of Asiatic 
Durbars forbad my acquiesence in the dengerous latitude which the con- 
cluding sentence of the 1st article would afford this Government for un- 
limited delay in the execution of its own engagements .and I accordingly 
deemed it meumbent on me to substitute the words marked m red ink 
m the accompanying translation 

t 

3 The 1 eduction on the oresent' draft of one thousand m the amount 
of the Silledar Horse proposed m my original plan proceeds of course from 
economical m.otives and is warranted as this Court fondly conceives by 
Its defensive engagements to being limited in all cases to the furnishing of 
nine thousand cavalry. 
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4 Un^\arrantcd I>ou'c\cr m fcucli a notion ii either by the ipirlt or 
letter of the 1 rtniv of 1800 1 »houfd «tlll pcrliap*. M> Lord liavc ?cauicKcd 
and I ha\c uncc p'cn the Mminicr to under*tind in the uiihed for 
reduction if it \’>crc posiihlc to fupnoic lint luch reduced eslabliihmcnl 
would enable ihi» Government to fulfil the itinulalion in the former part 
of the 12lh Article b\ 'which it t% bound at the verj outlet of s war to 
furniih nine ihouiand nvalrj 

5 The jddition wlncli 1 have lunCcitcd to the 2nd Article and which 
ii marked in rctl ink at the end of tliat Article appeared to me moil 
indirpcniahl) necc^nr) to cuard nUiinni that ruinous i>stcm of depredation 
oil the p3> of the Iloriemen which wa< no ilotibt intended b> the word* 

accordinR to the Ucculatiofii of the Sarkar and wbicli if allowed to 
remain williout the mcccitcd addition would ha\c defeated the whoL 
plan by lubjecltnR both the officcri and pnxatcs of the Keciallabs to heavy 
and endless extortion 

6 The omiiiion in the Article of the enclosed draft of any fixed time 
for ifsuinR m cate* of ncccjxit> p-Tj to the Sillcdar Hone from the Treasury 
it to be traced to the same cv^tixc principle which led to the inicrtion of 
the wordi as far as llic> max he able that occur In the 6th Article of 
the plan at firit altered h) Hit Hmlinets and enclosed In m> last addrcii 
To defeat lhi< oblccf I Inxc inserted the words without dcla> which if 
admitted cannot fail to ha\c the desired effert 

7 The intermediate word precise and the concludmn tcntencc 
withoui an> ilcductions whatexer which I hnxc added to the 5th Article 

of the accompanyinc draft will also if allowed to stand proxc an effectual 
bar to the extortions m contemplation acainst the pa> of the proposed 
Silledar Part) 

8 M> reason for introducmff the word inrarlabl) in the outset of 
the 9th Article of the enclosed draft was to conxey thereb) an intimation 
to Sccundcr Jih that the encasement which he wrai about to enter into was 

w fxxed awd w:xtxiTe. w decUrwixo'Ci which could not perhaps 

have been unrescncdly inserted in the bodv of mj oncinal plan without 
^ hazardinc the early termination at least of the nccoaalion entrusted to 
* my management 

9 To bring these undetermind points to ns early an issue as possible 
I tenr m> Moonshy the da> before ycttcrda> to wait upon the Minister 
who IS in attendance on Hii Highness at a Garden a few miles from the 
City 

10 The oetailcd explanation of my reasons for obiecting to the 
alterations ignin introduced* into the Sillcdar Plan by His Highness which 
Uzcc3 Ullah < ntcred into at the oboxc meeting appeared to have at length 
as he informs me the desired effect on Mccr Allum from whose conces- 
sion he plainly however discoxcrcd that the real obstacle to the immedi 
ate conclusion of the nccociation on the exact term? which T wished was my 
persevering or as the Minister termed it pertinacious opposition to the 
propoico expedient for ensuring the regular pay of the Sillcdar Horse bv 
a small proportionate reduction in the Jaidiecrdar l^stabllshmcnL 

11 The nnncipal reason as the Minister assured my Moonshy for the 
latitude in point of time required b) the 1st Article of the Soobah i draft 
in the organization of the proposed body of Sillcdar Hone was the abiolnte 
imposiiblity js he (Mcer Allum) contends of completing the establishment 
m the efficient mode required for n considerable time to come or as long 
in short ai the services of His Highness • contingent mav be required on 
the frontier there being by Mcer Allum s account (which T have reason to 
believe however is rather exaggerated) near five thousand Sillcdar Horse 
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serving under Raja Mahiput Ram, whose conformity to the new intended 
system would at the present period not only materially affect their actual 
organization, hut interfere with the arrangements already made for their 
subsistence 

12 I was always indeed aware My Lord, that the complete organisa- 
t'on of^the whole of the proposed Sillcdar Establishment would be a work 
of time, hut I trust I snail nevertheless be able to reconcile Meer Alliim 
to the alteration which I have suggested in the 1st Article by assuring him 
(as I have* accordingly done) that nothing beyond, reasonable exertion 
towards the completion as far as possible of the above establishment can 
in any evert be expected, and that after ascertaining the real number of 
cavalry of that description serving with His Highness’s contingent in the 
frontier, it will only remain to collect and organize as near may be practi- 
cablj to the capital, the remaining number requisite to make up the 
stipulated amount of ten thousand, with a view to their being employed 
hereafter as circumstances may render requisite 

13 At this interview the Minister among other communications of 
less importance reiterated (as my Moonshy informs me) his complaints 
not only against the growing influence of Ishmail Yar Jung, but likewise of 
Ehtasam U1 Moolk, the late*Hizam's Moonshy, both of whom ne described 
as m league with His Hichness’s mother Shuneeutoon Nissah Begum to 
introduce Rajah Ragotim Rao once more to an active share in the public 
administration, adding that he much feared the weakness and perverseness 
of His Highness’s disposition would at length reluctantly compel him to 
avail himself of my proffered interference, which Your Lordship may 
accoidinglv rely on my exerting if necessary in his behalf to 'such extent 
as circumstances may appear to require, and as mav be warranted by the 
tenor of Your Excellency’s instructions 

•jfc * * 

Translation of a diaif of Icttci from His Hn^hness the Souhahd'ar to Hh 
EverUenev the iVosf NohJc the Governor-General mth the matenal 
deviations from the oni^inal plan for the Silledai Establishment under- 
lined, and the amendments oi additions again suggested by Colonel 
Kirkpatrick annexed in red ink 

[The italics indicate the amendments m print ] 

Since the commencement of the present unavoidable war which was 
undertaken with the concurrence and x:ooperation of the allied powers, 
notwithstanding the various calamities that the Divine Will inflicted on 
my Government, exclusively of the dearness of Gram, the scarcity of the 
necessaries of life and the casualties among men and cattle which happened 
in my Domiilions, the vigour of the exertions which I have made by the 
Aid of God, and m conformity to the sincerity of my mind and the purity 
of mv intentions, in fulfilling to the utmost practicable extent, the obliga- 
‘ tions of the alliance, is not concealed from Your Excellency And as 
by the Blessing of Providence, ’t is my fixed intention to display in 
future the same firmness and alacrity in adhering to the terms of my en- 
gagements and in preserving the relations of amity, I have been induced 
by the intimacy of the friendship that subsists between us, to communicate 
to Your h.xcellencv a plan which has suggested itself to my mind, for the 
organization of my cavalry, and with the assistance of the Almighty, this 
plan has been determined upon and shall take effect withonit delay 

As the interests, dignity, and power of states, depend on the correctness 
of their military arrangements, and as the regular issue of monthly pay is 
the most oowerful cause of the efficiency of their establishments, the 
country of Rerar has been fixed on for the support of a body of Ten 
Thousand Silledar Cavalry One of my confidential servants, a man of 
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rcpilntion on whose oisunncei and conduct reliance can be placed shall 
be appointed Scrnilindnr of the nforenid bo<l> of ca\ilry and he shall 
rc^eut the usinl emoluments of Ills oflicc accordlnc to (he Rcflulationi 
of this Sirkar from the Rc\tnuci of the countries under hii charge 

Tht, ( ounlr> of Rcrar shall lie entrusted to the said Semshtadar in 
<brdcr that haMnp citabilfhed his authont> throunhout it he may apply ts 
Rc\cnucf to the Rtgular monthh pijmcnl of the parl> either at H>dcr 
abad o at nn> other place where it may he stations But except hit 
authontj o\cr tlic counln and the rccular monthl> payment uf the 
troops the said Semshtadar shnll not in an> respect r-hatc'cr Interfere 
in the said bod> of Sillcdar Ca\alr> 

If the wid Scrriflitadar should c\cr ntfilcct to pro\ido Tunds for ihc 
Regular pa^mcnt of llu parlj or the Rc\cnuc« of Berar be found lr\pdc- 
auatc to the inainttmnci. of ten thousand ca\alr> (he requisite anionni 
shall \Mthout dcla> be issued from (he Treasury of the Dcuan 

This bod> of ten thousand cixalry in the service of m> Government 
shall be duidra Into ten Rccsalahs. caclrRcc< 3 hh to consist oi one thousand 
Horsemen at the monihl) rate ot fifi> ^upct^s each of one Rcc^nladar at 
the rate of fiNC liundrcd rupees a month of tvo Jemmodars at the rate of 
two hundred and fift) rupees cich ana ten Dufladars at the rale of one 
hundred rupees each vsithoul anv deductions whaicNcr 

AP these Hccsnlahs fhall be distinct and no one of them shall hj\e 
an> connection with or dcpcndnncc on another But in time of war 
person of rcspcctabiht) who may be qualified for such a command shnll 
be appointed to command them and accordme to -custom that purson 
shall conduct all operations connected with the War and all measures re 
latinu to pence in conformity to the opinion of the Commander of the 
British Troops 

The posts of Rcesaladnr Jemmadnr nnd DulTadir shall be conferred 
according to the selection of the British Resident on such subjects of 
His Highness the Soobihdnr as may be qualified for tho^c rcspccluc po 4 ts% 
And in,thc event of an\ failure being proved against any of those omcwri 
the Representation of the British Resident for the supcrcession or rcmj\al 
of any such Reetaladar Jemmadar Duffadar or Horseman shall be com 
plied with 

My Graaous intention to grant to each Rccsaladar on Enayctnamah 
under my seal and siJTnature engaging to replace such Horses as may be 
killed In time of War and to provide for the families of such horsemen 
08 may racrifice their lives in action And a duplicate of this Enayctnamah 
under my sea’ and siimaturc shall be dch\cred to the British Resident 

In time of peace thu body of Cavalry shall be employed with service 
of my Government but In time of War it shall according to Treaty be 
invariably collected stationed, or craploved in any quarter that the British 
Go\ernment may point out lor the performance of the obligations ot the 
nlltancv. m the foregoing manner from which numerous advantages will 
be derived And the British Resident shall be entitled to muster he said 
body of Cavahy whenever he may think it necessary to make n Requisition 
to that effect. 

The enlisting of good men from whom useful service may be expected 
the provision of prbper accoutrements and equipments for the horsemen 
the tnnsmitsion of regular infornJation of the deaths and desertions among 
rtip mm nnd thf cntualriet amonff the home* and the rmnTfir nrnr/jee 
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therefore, any of the Reesaladar, should be neglectful of their duty, in any 
of the foregoing instances, or should appropriate the pay of the Troops to 
their own use they shall on proof being* adduced of their criminality be 
punished and dismissed from their employment 

A true translation and copy 

HENERY RUSSELL. 


Letter No 5.— This letter from paras 9 to 14 together with the 
enclosure contaming a report of the conversation between Meer 
Allum and Colonel Kiikpatrick’s Moonshy are important. The 
enclosure thiows light on the sentiments of the Nizam towards 

- Meer Allum, and^ in regard to the Sillahdar Establishment and 
also on the Anand Rao affair. 

From— B CLOSE, RESIDENT AT POONA, 

To-MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

^ Pooncr^, the 22nd June 1805 

9 The Minister’s principal motive for describing the suspicions 

against the British Government which he has so repeatedly imputed to 
Seconder Jah as having been again recently aroused probably are to pre- 
serve thereby the credit which he has heretofore assumed for the score cf 
their eradication, and to instill a portion of his own jeolousy into my mind 
against Ismail Yar Jung, who is no doubt the person to whom Meer 
Allum alludes in the passage of my Moonshy’s report now under consi- 
deration ^ 

10 But though the Minister may from fear or from interested motix^es 
exaggerate in bis account of the actual state of things between the Soubah- 
dar and hiiiiself there is no doubt My Lord that the growing misunder- 
standing between them has arisen to a pitch that requires some remedy and 
it being certainly possible, though I trust not very probable that this mis- 
understanding might in the end -enable the Minister’s powerful enemies to 
effect his rum, I should be happy to be honoured with Your Excellency’s 
special mslru»..tioiis for my guidance in such a crisis, which might materi- 
ally m]urc "our interest and influence in this Government 

11 Indebted indeed as Meer Allum is so well known to be to the 
British Influence for his elevation the necessity of his support from the 
same quarter would seem to follow as a matter of course, even if Your 
Excellency’s instructions did tiot authorize its exertion in his behalf, and 
I shall accordingly deem it indispensably incumbent on me to act up to 
this principle to its fullest extent if absolutely necessary, unless honoured 
m the interim by fresh instructions from Your Excellency for my guidance 

12 The communications which my Moonshy made to Mmicter 
respecting the arrest at Poonah of Anand Rao formerly residing there as a 
Public Agent on the part of this Durbar was m consequence of an inti- 
mation to the above effect lately conveyed to me by Captain Sydenham 

13 The expectation which Meer Allum in the enclosed report 
ascribes to Raja Ragotim Rao of an early return to power evidently pro 
ceeds from that fear and jealousy towards the Raia so repcatedlv evinced in 
various shapes and sufficiently evident from what is stated in the conclud- 
ing paragraph (13) of ray last address, mv mformation howexer from 
various quarters concerns in describing that intriguing ex-Minister as 
busily employed in machinations for his ovn recall 

14 I beg leave to acquaint Your Excellency that the Hircarrah's 
whom I sent to Kulburgah to ascertain the truth of the representations 
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lomcttmc Mticc mndc lo me hi thi» Durbar on the lublcct of a body of 
Mobratla tlorrc under the rcili>^a» Commander GoUah uid to be 
ra\aKnf that provinec returned the da> before >cftcrda> and corifirmed 
in e\er\ rerpeit the truth of the abo%c rcprcscnialiuni \Mth the addition 
that this bod> of Mahraltat Ca\atr} had at lcn;^tli recrosted the riva 
lihecHiJ anti retired Nothin lli» lliRlincss the Paitlmah ( tcrntorici in 
(uiikequcnee ol llie successful oppoiillon Vhich lhc> met \vith from the 
troops of this Go\emmcnt stationed in the Kulbur;;a!i quarter 

1 runslaltoii o/ !itoonshv Uzee^ Oottah s report oj Ins conferences i>.ilh 
Meir Alltnn on thi hth oj June 1S05 
After the usual fncndl) enquiries Me*cr Allum asked me what >ou 
(Colonel K ) had said in rcpl> to the proposed reduction of a thousand 
m the number of the intended Sillcdar Casalr) I *anstvcrcd that in 
obedience to >our directions ! had rcpeatcdl) stated to him (Mecr Allum) 
that the determination of liti ili;;lme*ss whateser it miRht be whether to 
reduce the number of the Sdlcdar Ca\nlr> to nine thousand or to consent 
to tlic first proposed complement uf ten thousand whether to approve 
or to reject the plan altogether could nut be otherwise than ^ccablc to 
vou That m tu^esiint; this plan to llis lliKhncss the British Government 
had no particular vicwt of interest to itself and that His Hichness was per 
fectlv at Iibcrl> to accept or to suppress it I^ut that the ad^tion of such 
plan must prove so cxircmcl) bcnchcial to Ills Hifthncsis aflairs that you 
(Colonel K) could not but think the consideration of a trifling addition 
to the expense ouglit not to prevent Its complete establishment and that 
the efiicienc) uf tlic plan would no doubt be matcnall) affected b> any 
reduction of its numbers since It was evident at you had particularly 
dircetPL me to observe that an establishment of ten thousand cavalry was 
the least possible number requisite to insure nine thousand being forth 
coming when rcquiad The Mccr said the expense would be enormous 
I answered (hat he (Mccr Allum) had frequently told mo there was a large 
body of Sillciar Cavalo already In the pay of His Highness that to give 
effect to the plan it was merely nccessarv to reorganize tliem and that no 
weat increase of expense could well therefore he incurred on the occasion 
’flic Mccr hereupon observed lhat the present plan provided for the 
raontlilv payment of the honcmen and that It was not customary to pay 
those that were already in the service of His Highness m so regular a 
manne*- to which I replied that lardv and irregular as the present mode 
of payment might be it still came to tho tame thing m the end as all troops 
must be paid sooner or later 

Mccr Allum then desired me to Inform you that at the suggestion, 
as he suspected of Ismail Yar Jung His Highness had lately proposeo 
that the Silledar Cavalry should be reduced in time of Peace and that he 
had represented to His Highness in reply that the proposed establishment 
of Silledar (javalry was intended to bo permonent ami that as occasional 
reduction would render the plan altogether nugatory On this I observed 
in obedience lo your express direction that any further delay woufd afford 
opportuntici for similar objections on the part of Hii Highness and tnat 
if His Highness therefore scnouslv intended to agree to the proposal the 
sooner he delivered the requisite letters to the Governor (General the 
better 

Speaking next of the Iikcliness of His Highness i disposition Mcex 
Allum Slid It had lately been venr generally rcMrted that His Highness 
proposed to Ivecorac one of the Gheyr Mehdy Sect and was desirous of 
taking away the life of three or four persons That although he con 
lidercd this eport to be an idle fabrication he had contrived to represent 
to Hib Highness at the Durbar that it was rumoured that Hii Highnes* 
w^i about to embrace the Gheyr Meh^ Tenets and that since tho <&y on 
which His Highness had dltebssed fhb ffllle^dgr Plan "witii him at the Diirbar 
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His Highness’s mind appeared to be^ irritated and that strange reports had 
m consequence been fabricated That as the world was much addicted 
to calumny and falsehood he had been induced to request that if any one 
should represent anything to his (Meer Allum's) disadvantage, His Highness 
would he pleased to i,on\ey to him an immediate intimation of the circum- 
stance to enable him to offer satisfactory explanations* To this Mecr 
Alluni said to me His Highness had replied he would do as he desired and 
that with respect to the billedar Plan he had unreservedly communicated 
to him the sentiments that he entertained. 

I asked lyleer Allum if he thought there was any truth in the report 
that His Highness was desirous to effect the murder of three or four 
persons, Meer Allum replied that it had been communicated to him by 
Ghalibood Dowlah, the Darogah of Hircarrahs, whose information how- 
ever he conceived was not entitled to much credit and that he therefore 
considered the report as a fabrication Under such disbelief I observed, the 
Meer’s mind was no doubt perfectly at ease on the subject The Mee^ 
said that it was, but^ that he was quite perplexed and harrassed by the 
opposition of His Highness on every occasion whether important or 
trivial and ikat His Highness disputed the adoption of every plan and 
every measuie. I asked Mecr Allum from what cause this could pro- 
ceed He replied that the disposition of His Highness was naturally 
feeble and litigious and his capacity extremely contracted and that His 
Highness again entertained fresh suspicions against the British Government 
which unless they could be supposed to have arisen spontaneously in his 
mind, must have been instilled by some person or other I observed that to 
remove suspicions of so unfounded a nature would, I conceived, be an 
object of easy attainment to a person of his (Mcei Ollum’s) skill, penetra- 
tion and judgment and that it certainly ought to be attempted The Meer 
replied that as he was indebted to the British Government for everytning 
that he enjoyed and as His Highness possessed no power of discrimination 
he would be too apt to impute all his representations on the subject, to 
interested and selfish motives and that certain delicate considerations with- 
held him from speaking to His Highness in the unreserved manner whicii 
perhaps he ought to do I asked the Minister to what he alluded, when 
he replied that if he could fully rely on your (Colonel K ) support and 
protection he would in one or two audiences open the eyes of His Highness 
and restore nim to the right way On this I observed that if he (Meer 
Allum) appiiecr to you for your support on this occasion I had no doubt 
that you would be induced to comply with his wishes upon which he 
said the fart v as, that he stood in a most delicate and critical situation and 
that he had endeavoured hitherto to go on as well as possible, but that if 
he nov attempted by due representations to His Highness to appease His 
Highness’s unfounded suspicions and to put a stop to his constant objec- 
tions and His Highness wete in consequence to be exasperated and form 
any dangerous plan against him, he trusted you would not pro'fess to con- 
sider the aflair as of a domestic nature and leave him' without support I 
told the Mee^ Allum that I should of course report to you all that he 
had said and that if at your next meeting he should 'think proper to repeat 
to you the communications that he had made to me I had no doubt that 
your reply would be feuch as to inspiie him with sufficient confidence 

I then* asked Meer Allum if he conceived it possible that any danger 
might be appreheffded from the suspicion which he described His Highngfes 
as entertaining against the British Government to which the Meer replied 
that the only danger which he conceived was immedia^^ely to be aopre- 
hended from such suspicion was that His Highness would oppose without 
any just reason the adoption of every plan and every^ measure that might 
be' suggested to him but that not being possessed of an in-s’ght mto 
futuntv he could not pretend to say what might hereafter come to pass 
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Th<. obo\c con\cr»alion bctnf' here concluded, I informed Mccr Allum 
In obcdiinvx to >our dircctiuni that gome paper belonging to Anand Kao 
formerly a ncwi writer at Poona had iaicl> been Inicrrupicd by whieh it 
appeared that ho wai concerned in a clandciiinc corrcipundencc with 
lefhwant Kno llolkar nnd certain other pcrioni anil (hai iiit Highncii 
(he Pcfthwi had, therefore cauicd the pcrion of Anand Kao to be placed 
under ri.Hrami lo this the Meet made no reply 

Mccr Allum then ipokc of the arrival of Kriihnajce Munkajee from 
Poona and desired me to -inturm >uu that that agent had statcu to him 
that he would be appointed Vakeel on the part ul the Peshv/n at H)dcrabad 
provided Mccr Allum would extend lo him hii counicnancc and fncndkhip, 
that Kam Kuo the tormcr Vakeel had been recalled to Poona but that n 
Kam Hao wns connected with Kaja Uagotim Kao he had consulted the 
Kaja who had advised him lo tuspend niv depanure for two or three 
months until it should be seen what were the Intentions of providence, 
that Knm Kao was tncrctorc averse from returning to Poona and that 
Ktihnaico Mnnkc>sccr rcducstcd that Mccr Allum would confirm the 
orders which Kam Kao haa received lo leave H>dcrabad 

Men:r Allum then told me that on the occasion of hii last audicdcc 
His Highness had observed lo him in the way ot a fricndl> complaint that 
no ndjustn cnl had >e( been made of the dificrenccs between llis Highness * 
Government ond that of Poona and particularly of the quciiion of Choutc 
which the llriiish (jovernment was bound to arbitrate on the basts of the 
Treit> of Mnarj and (hat he had represented in reply to His Highness that 
the delay of which His Highness complained had proceeded from the un 
settled nature ot the times 1 observed to Mccr Allum that various cir 
cumitanccs and among others the talc w^r with the eiantederatcd Mahmlta 
ChicfUiru liad no doubt concurred to delay the arbitration of which Hii 
Highness was desirous but that 1 had rcpcalcdl) heard vou (Colonel K) 
say that in due time and season His Lxcelicncy the Most Noble the 
Governor Oenerfll would direct his attention to a salttfacior7 adjustment 
of all the difTircnccs that existed between this C^urt and that of Poona 
Shortl) after 1 arose and withdrew 

A iTue IranshKon and copy 

HENERY RUSSELL 

Letter No 6 —This Is an important Ictler Dial reveals the slate of mind of 
the NIram In general The Rcsidenl observes that the NIram was 
averse to the scheme of Slllcdar Establishment and that Mecr 
Allum was not v^ery keen on safeguarding or advancing the British 
interests in H>-deraba(L The Nizam was suffering from slight 
mental derangements verging on Insanity and even meditated 
schemes for assalnatlng the Resident and Mecr Allunu The 
enclosure elucidates these points and Is also Important 

hROM— COLONEI KlKKPAl RICK RESIDENT A1 HYDER 
ABAD 

To- THh GOVERNOR GENERAL 


• Hyderabad ihc 7th July 180“ 

Ai fldvltcd in my lait addrea No *3 j 9 I waited on Hu Highnet* the 
Scfhnhdar on the 7th initflnt in the forenoon accompanied by the 
member* of my family and wa* received as usual by the Pnmc Miniitcr 
and his '’ttenaanti with whom 1 remained a fchort time in convertatlom 
until a me«#agc wai brought that Hit Highneti was ready to revive me 
in au innc "^artinent, whither we ail accordingly proceeded when after 
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the cu'Jtoninn •dilatation had pi'd'dcd between His Highness and myself, 
we took Gill -doats ind commenced a desultory eonvcr'ation which lasled 
until, for the •dakc of greater pri\acy the principal attendants tamong whom 
wa*; the Ikiieih Chiettains and Shah Yar Ood Dowlah) were directed to 
retire to sonic distance. 

2 A gloomv reserve and cmbirrn<;sment wdiich was strongly depicted 
m His Highness't? countenance and manner^ from my first entrance, i7C- 
canie now Msihh increased, so that the object of my visit might perhaos 
have been frustrated, had I not myself broken the silence, which His 
Highnc-iS ‘•eemed inclined to preserve, by a few introductory observations 
of a cou'^iliatviry nature, from which bv an cisy and natural transition ] 
graduallv pioceedcd to the subiccT of the Sillcdar negociation, which I 
aS'Urc 1 His Highness (and for the truth of my assurances repeatedly 
anpealed to the Prime Minister! had been brought forward solely with a 
\icw to the prosperity and welfare of his own Government 

3. Here, My Lord, for the purpose amom? others of crad'^ating the 
unfoi nded n* lion ascribed bv Mcer Allum to Sccundcr Jnh of the above 
prone sitions hivinn been brought forward bv me of my own accord and 
without due authoritv, I entered into some detail of the cause and origin 
of the prcseii< negociation, which 1 attributed to the renresentations which 
Sir .Arthur Wellesley mo\cd thereto by his 7eal for the w'clfare of this 
Go'.crnmcnt and by his long experience of the urgent necessity of some 
such measure had made (as I have reason to believe) in person to Yout 
Exeellcncs during h's last visit to the scar of Supreme Government, and, 
wdiich hid induced Your Excellency to furnish me with the instructions, 
on w'hich the propositions in question w’cre founded. 

4 The above explanation beinrf eonHu Vd T proceeded to express 
mv rcgrci that after these propositions had apnirc’^tly met with His 
pfighness’s .'Ipmst unreserved acquiescence, thev should now be at a stand 
on a point which if conceded on my part would render tfie whole arrange 
ment perfectly useless and unavailing and that if His Highness, therefore 
h.id unsiirmountahle obiections to the clause in the enragernent. which 
pro^ided for ihe regular monthly payment of the proposed Silledar Party, 
it would only remain for me to communic'ite suHi obiections to Youi 
Rx'cllencv and to awiit Your Excellency’s further instructions for mv 
guidance on the occasion 

5 T have paused for a constderable time in expectation of some 
answer either directly from H?s Highness himself or ftiourfl-i the mertiurn 
of his Prime Minister, but neittfcr of them sc'^niinfr or inclined to 
offer any len'y T again respectfully entreated His Highness to favour me 
with his determination on the point now referred to him, that I might 
be thereby enabled to furnish Your Excellency with some grouncP to 
judge of the expediency of renewing or dropping the negociation al o- 
gether 

« • 

• 

6 Thub addressed His Highness in a low tone of voice and with a 

confused incoherent delivery, at length, recapitulated some of the obico. 
tions which he had started in the course of the negociations and concluded 
(as fir as I could collect from his discourse) by observing, that he ^jlwav-; 
had fulfilled 'jud should continue to fulfill the engagements to which he 
was bound bv Treaty that fiis resou’''’es were not enual to the orop'^se 1 
Silledar Establishment and that he did not wish therefore to oledge him 
self to whit 11 was not in his power to execute but that T rciv on 

the nine thousand cavalry and proportionate body infantry which consti- 
fiited his \oil£mgettt, “being regularly forthcoming 
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7 Ai ihit GoNcmmcpt notwithsbndm;; my repealed rcclificalior of 
the error ttlll alTcrti lo coniidcr ill defenihe cnyajcmcnli ii ilricil) limited 
lo the quota \shich it li bound to furniih at the very outlet of a War by the 
12th Article of the Treat) of H>dcfabad, 1 thouphi the prcient fit occasion 
to tins point in Hi proper liRht and after diipoiinR therefore of the 
nreuouf question Informing Ifis Hlchness (hat I ihuiild communicate 
hu anivicr to Your I xcclicno without dela) I proceeded to obscnc that 
a reference to the said 12th Article of (he abo\c Treat) Viould iho^^ that 
the cxcrtioni which this blate i» bound lo mike in time of War were 
by no means limilcd to an) particular number of troops or to an> ipccific 
expenditure of mono) but were both to be extended in case of need 
lo the \cr) utmost bounds of its means and its rc>cnucs That this was not 
a forced but literal mcaninp of the Treaty In micslion the whole tenor and 
object of which most o*b\iously and unoucstionably was mutual defence 
on the pan of the contractin/j powers to tne scry utmost of their respective 
means ajnunst the common foe* That on the due fullilmcnl of this iti 
pulation depended Mis Hifdmcsss ncht to an equal participation in 
c\entual conquests and that it mii;ht fairK he exp^ted In an) eventual 
warfare that the scale of Mis Mitthnost s military exertions would bo m a 
proportion on ma^itude to hit well known pecuniar) resources 

8 The above position (the corrcelness of which could not well in 
deed ha\c been disputed) was ^ irtuall) admitted by the Minister s observing 
in repi) that in addition to MIfc 1 lighnvss s Continpcnl a body of some 
thousand cavilo and infantry w*as cmplo)cd m another direction m re* 
pelling the inroads of a bod) of Freebooter! who acted under the name of 
kshwart Rao Holkar 

9 The conversation after this took a nfore general turn and in the 
course of It Mis Highness graduall) unbent some what more than he had 
done during the former part of m> audience which was allogther how 
ever conducted In an ungracious manner and terminated towards tbo 
cvcnint with the usual ceremony of the Faun at parting. 

10 UnAilling to trespass loo far on Your Excellency t lime and atten 
tion by the numerous reflexions which the conduct of this court through 
out the whole of the late ncgociatlons has excited in mv mind I shall con 
fine myself to obicning that much as its failure is to be regretted on the 
ground of its own merits it is still more perhaps to be lamented from the 
diminution of public influence and credit with which it can scarcely fail 
I fear of being attended cspeaally under a Prince whose weak and per 
verted ludcment will lead him to consider and proclaim the failure as the 
result of hii own superior policy and persevering opposition 

11 The part which the Mihistcr bore In the above conference did not 
I am Sorry to ^ay confirm the hopes which hit previous repeated dednra 
tioQS and assuianccs had led me to cnlertoin of hii zealous co-operation for 
the success of the ncgoaation entrusted to my charge M) reiterated 
endiavours in (he course of the conference to draw from him the opinions 
and sentiments which he had so often previously professed to entertain 
witn respect to the expediency of a compliance with my propositions 
almost cntirel) failed of success and if the lukewarm disposition which he 
evinced on tin occasion were to be taken as a criterion the correctness of 
his own previous statements of the endeavours which he had exerted for 
the promotion of the object in mcw might well be called m question 

12 Not thinking it right My Lord, that the unusual domeanonr of 
rill H cbness at my late audience should pass altogether unnoticed I 
signified to the Minuter my wish of tending ray Moonsby as early as 
poMible to make ce’lam “^mmunications to him and the 9th being fixed 
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on for the purpose Uzeez Oollah accordingly waited on him, and I have 
herewith the honour to enclose for Your Excellency’s notice translation 
of his report of what passed between Meer Allum ana him at this visit 

13 The explanation afforded by the Minister in this document of the 
pretended pause of His Highness’s sudden gloom and reserve at .my late 
audience, though not perhaps very wide of the truth, does not altogether 
in my opinion satisfactorily explain some of the symptoms of uneasiness 
betrayed by His Highness at the audience in question The melancholy 
facts of His Highness’s occasional mental derangement is of too general 
iKiloriety to be reasonably questioned, but as these occasional derangements 
are not of a very late date, their effects would most probably have been 
exhibited in a similar way at some former period of my intercourse with 
His Highness, if his gloom and reserve had proceeded from such cause 
alone 

14 I am, therefore, relunctantly left to conclude, that the secret indis- 
position against the British Government which the Minister has herebefore 
unequivocally ascribed to Sccunder Jah (and which I wish he may not 
himself have in some measure fermented) has still a deep root in his mind, 
a conclusion which the whole tenor of my secret intelligence from various 
authentic quarters tends greatly to confirm, and which is still further cor- 
roborated by the intimation (if it can be relied upon) as given in the accom- 
panying report by Mooneerool Moolk to my Moonshy relative to the body 
of armed men which His Highness is gffrmed by the former to have secret- 
ed in the interior of his palace and by the designs which he is charged with 
harbouring against both my life and that of the Prime Minister 

15 The truth of the former of these charges, vjz , his secreting a body 
of armed men in his palace it shall be my endeavour to have established or 
rejected, and with regard to the latter I could offer little in the way of 
reflexion ti^what I have already submitted on a similar subject in the 4th, 
5th, 6th, 7th and 8th paragraphs of my address No 368 of the 22nd ultimo 

16 I am fully aware. My Lord, that the occasional insanity of Secun- 
der Jah besides being perhaps somewhat exaggerated in its effects, may be 
and I incline to think is used as a convenient pretext by the Minister and 
h’S friends to excuse his own inefficient exertions (to say no more) in cases 
where ou" interests are materially concerned, and to pave the way if 
possiblf’ to his own further exaltation considerations My Lord, which 
woull have induced me to avoid troubling Your Excellency as far as possi- 
ble with ihe unpleasant details on the foregoing subject, contained both 
in the present and in some former enclosures, were it not nossible after all 
that subsequent events might not justify the above conclusion 

17 The order which I applied for and have been promised for sur- 
rounding the town of Umraoty with a wall as Your Excellency may probably 
recollect, in compliance with a suggestion made to me some time since by 
Colonel Close, this^ order the Minister assure*: ipe through MeCr Abdool 

Luttcof has since been actually dispatched to Raja Mahipat Ram 

« 

18 A somewhat severe indisposition, with which T have been visited 
for some days past, will I trust prove my apology for the delay which has 
occurred in rhe present despatch 


Tiaiislahon of Moonshy Uzeez OoUah’s report. oj hs ronjerence 
•with Meer Allum on the 9th of July 180^ 

After the usual friei^dly enquiries I ob'^erved to the rninister in obedi- 
ence to you- (Colonel K ’?) exnress direction*? that aft^^r hi*! reneoted peepr- 
ances of having dispelled the unfounded sucnii-ions which His H’f^hness (hy 
ibis account) entertained against the British Government, you were much 
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HtrpnPr<l In ohjcnc al >our nutlicncc of ihc 7lh inttant Ihal ihc countenance 
of lit* HiRlmoi bore c\idcnt marki of tinpifincK and diHahjif'K'hon and 
ihnt >ou \^crc Ihcrcforc ipprchcnmc tlial ibc cndciNouri of Mccr AKum 
ImJ not b(.cn clbcacioti* Nicer Aiium rtnbed ihoi Ibc appcaran^'cs which 
>ou Itnd icmarkcd m the countenance ol Ilii Iliphncfs were indjcnti\c of 
the dii>ordcr of Hit Ilichncun mtnd but ccrtalnl) not of nnciitncii nr dtn- 
iatiff;.ction That of Htc IIli Ilt^^hncMt manner and conduct had Icen 
ncarU umihr in inn Mahal ^\bcrc without an> apparent caufc he lomc- 
times proven ed an obMinaic silence somclimd* taiiphcd aloud and iiomc 
times shed lean I hereupon observed that much ai I wai certnin >ou 
would Hment Ihc duo»'dcr ol lls llichnct^s intellect >oii wnuM never 
thclcst bo nlrd to find tint the nIoom> appearance ni umed b> His Hiph 
nc^i nl >our life Miit uai not ov-inR to the cau«c which >ou hid crrontcuslv 
furposed and that >ou v.crc well pcnuidcd moreover that if an> well 
Grounded untiMness or dioalisfaction had really entered Ihc mind of Hii 
Hiphncn the Mccr would unrcfcncdl> have communjcalcd it to >ou 
Mce Alliim liercunon desired me to assure >ou that in such persuasion 
you did him oni> Jusiicc for that vf he were it any hour of the nicht even 
to receive intimation of in> circumstance that could be productive of the 
least iotur> to Ihc polilmal afiairs of the Slate or of any interruption of the 
political alTalrs of ihr ‘?iatc or of »in\ micrnintinn of the pcrsbml attach 
melt between Ills Illchncsi and >ou he should immediately renort It to 
you That on this subicet )ou mlpht be pcrfcctl) at ca«c but that In flic 
prcsail tn*lancc of a disorder of His Hiphne+s i iniclirct nothing could be 
done bv him That God alone could remedy the evil 

The ihovc ‘.ubicct being here concluded T reminded Mccr AHum of 
the promise he nad given )ou to sanction the conslru'*lion of a will round 
the town of Amrijti Mi.cr Allum ifTmcdlniclv sent for I«hmall Yar Jung 
and directed him to prepare a drift of the neicssary order both from Hu 
Highness and from himself to Rala Mahipot Ram 

In obedience to voiir di^’ections I next oh erred to NU*cr Alhim that 
al mv last visit Kishnaicc Maunkev'sur had siid that His Highness the 
Paishwah would idopt such measure* toward* Annand Rio ns niipht be 
recommended b> Mccr Allum and the Bnlish Res dent T told the Mccr 
that T had rmoiicd this to >ou an't that >ou had desired m to rciiucsl 
that Mccr Mlum would convev to Kishnaicc Mnnkcv*sur such suggestion 
with regard to ihe trcitment of Anind Roo as he might think advisable 
To this the Mcvr icnlied that as Aoand Rao was not mnnc< in any wax 
with the Government of His Highness the Soobahdnr he conceived 
It wo lid b mo*t proncr to leave the mode and extent of hii punishment 
entirely to the discretion of the Peshwa 

T next nh*ervcd to Mber AHum in complianpc with the rcoucst which 
Kishnmee M'»iinVe\'*ur cOnveved to you (Col K) that as a large balance 
was ■’ue to H * the Pe*hwa on iccoimt of f^c Chouto if the 

two lacs w^ich h-id benn lately ndrnnrH on Annsh Dcsty s order might be 
deducted from that balance and the district* of Pciiun and Puraindah be 
estored to the Pc*hwi s Officers Mccr Allum answered that be was cn 
Velv umcnui nt^d with the nature of the b Ignee to which Kishnaicc 
M'’ mkeysur alluded but that he would address Ram Mnhiont Ram on the 
nb ecr pnri that if the two laea of ruoces could be recover^ from the 
ebon e tbnt was due on nccount of tb© district of Beer there could be no 
objection to the arrangi-mcnt which Kishnojee Munkeysur had proposed 

Allum then delivered to me for your nenisal n letter from Raja 
Mflhinut Rara and de*ired me to inform you that on the plea of the in 
tendei cantonment of the Army during the rainy season, the Raja had 
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applied to him foi leave either to come to Hyderabad or to send for his 
family to join him in the held. On this subject the Mecr aid he was 
desirous to obtain your opinion 1 replied that you had observed on a 
former occasion, that if the aoscncc of Mahipat Ram from the Army would 
not be produ'ti\e of any inconvenience either in the payment or disci- 
pline of the troops, you conceived there could be- no objection to his 
coming to H>derabad for a short time, but that otherwise, he ought not 
to be permitted to leave the Army Mecr Allufn said that unless Mahiput 
Ram were With the Army he (Mter Allum) could not be satisfied euncr of 
the regular payment or proper discipline of the troops, and that he moutd 
therefore send the Raja’s family to join him. 

After I had taken my leave of Meer Allum, I remained sometime in 
coiivcrsaiioii with Moonecrool Moolk who told me he had heard from 
Julian Purwar Begum (Secundcr Jah’s wife, and the niece of Mooneerool 
Moolk) that after you (Col Kirkpatrick) had left the palace on the 7th 
instant, Jrlis Highness had retired into his Mahal and had observed in a 
vaunting lone, that he had at length accomplished the object of his wishes, 
and had pi evented them (meaning the Rnglish) from effecting what they 
had intended that he had so firmly adhered to his own resolution, that 
whatever h.id been attempted, he never would have consented to the 
measure Moonecrool Moolk said that the derangement of His Highness’s 
intellect now constantly led him into the most extraordinary and unac- 
countable actions That for instance while His Highness was seated among 
the ladies of Ins Mahal, he sometimes suddenly without any apparent cause 
kicked botl> Julian Purwar Begum and Chandnee Begum, and that he some- 
times lied handkerchief’s round the necks of some of his females, afid sus- 
pended them until they were nearly dead. 

Moonecrool Moolk also told me that His Highness had directed M'oon- 
eer Ooddin Khan to post m the Khilwat of the palace, a party of his own 
men completely armed and supplied with guns and ammunition and 
double m number to the guard of the Company’s Sepoys that was always 
on duty at I be Palace That there were proofs of a degree of insanuy by 
whicii unless It could be corrected by bleeding or by the applicTation of 
other remer'ies there was no saying into what excesses His Highness might 
not be betrayed, nor m what distress as he^ might not involve his Govern- 
ment He said Julian Purwur Begum had been induced by her regard for 
you (Col Kirkpatrick) to observe, that you were frequently in the habit 
of resting out slightly attended, that some precaution ought now to be 
adopted and that you ought to increase the number of your attendants 

To this I replied with a smile, that I was sure you would be much 
gratified by the interest which Juhan Purwar Begum had the goodness to 
take in your sateiy, but that 1 trusted the uneasiness which the Begum felt 
was, in the present instance, unnecessary 

Mooneer Ool Moolk told me that he had also heard from Juhan Pur- 
wun Begum that His Highness had observed in the Mahal, that when 
Hyder Jung was put to death Mr Bussy and his party had retired, that His 
Highness would put Meer Allum to death and that the Fnglish would then 
follow the example of Mr Bussy Mooneerool Moolk concluded the con- 
versation by telling me that His Higlmesh frequently betrayed his insanity 
by such conduct and expression as those which he had related to me ;»nd 
shortly after I arose and withdrew. 

‘ A true translation 


HENERY RUSSELI 



I^llcr >Jo 7 — ThU Idler whldi Is enclosure No 1 lo the Idler of 

Kirkpatrick lo Dplilnstonc, throw |lf?ht on two Imporianl facts— 

(1) How the Nizam and his Minister were Irylnfl lo quash Ihc 

Resident s proposal for cslabllslilni? a Sllleltdar Conlinflcnt 

(2) How Meet Allum wanted (he Resident to help him exercise 

Ihc entire ro\\*crs of the Nlram 

For this enclosures 3 and A are Important 

From-J a KIRKPATRICK UI^SIDrNT AT IIYDFRABAD 

To-TilK GOVFRNOR GCNFRAI I ORT WH I lAM 

Hyderabad, ihc 20t/i July IB05 

Since my Init nddras No 370 m> Moonih> paid the Mmlilcr hu 
weekly Msii M wlncli romc inlcrciiinn conversation havmp occurred 1 bee 
lea c to cndusc m> Moonihy * r<porl (No }) of the same In a trantlatcd 
form for Tour rxccllcnc> i notice 

2 The application wlilcli I have made (as noticed in the encloicd 
report) for the stationing of fcrr> boats at the Dunoor Ghaut on the 
River Kisina was at ihc particular recommendation of the Commander la 
Chief at hori St Ccorfic 

3 The Minuter s complaint of Sccunder Jah s disposition and con 
duct have nos become so hackneyed and the remarks which I have fre 
qucntl) had occa^sion to make thereon so nearly exhausted that 1 should 
willingly conPrm myself on the present and on most future occasions to 
simpy rcporilng them m Mcer Allum s own words were there not at this 
moment indications of matters approaching towards a ensis between the 
Soobadhar and his Minister 

4 Under the porsibility thcrctorc ol the above surmise being verified 
bv thw event it becomcf my dulv lo assist Your CxccIlcncy s Judgment with 
Mich observations as my local situation and long convcrsancy with the 
views and dispositions of the leading characters at this Durbar may be 
supposed to supply 

5 To effect this purpose It can only be necessary to offer a few clue! 
dato*y remarks on the circumstances reported In the enclosed documents 
os the whole tenor of my Public and Private despatches for tltcsc last two 
years must I venture to think we have furnished Your Excellency with 
SI fficicnt data to enable Your rxccllcncy to form your own opinion and 
draw vour own conclusion on the character conduct and views of both the 
Soubah and his Minister 

6 Under this iraprciiion I shall content myself with observing that 
though there are I fear but too good grounds for Mecr Allum s corapiaints 
of Secundar Jah s weak-new obstinacy and indbprwitinn these defects 
are 1 suspect rather subjects of secret joy than regret to the Prime Minis- 
ter from their opening to him as he fondly imagines a prospect of obtalrv 
mg sooner or later the full powers which bccundcr Jah was to reluctantly 
prevailed on by our intermediation, to restore to the late Auzim Ool 
Omrah and which arc now the undisguised object of Mecr Allum s ambi 
tious aim 

7 Bui even granting for a moment that Your Excellency should actual 
ly be disposed to second the Minister s views in the foregoing instance the 
obstacle to an undertaking would be found to have greatly increased 
since the former attempt while (he advantages that would result from a 
second luceessiul exertion of our influence for a similar purpose would at 
the bMt be in my opimon extremely doubtful and precarious 
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S Allusion being made in the body of my Moonshy^s report jto i 
letter lately addressed by His Highness the Soobah to Raja Mahipat Ram, 
on the subject of the late Silledar negociations, 1 beg leave to enclose for 
Your ‘Excellency’s notice, ajianslation of the same (No 2) as communicated 
to me by tins Government What the Soobah or the Minister’s object can 
be m addiessmg a letter on ^uch a subject to Raja Mahipat Ram, I ariT 
rather at a loss to conjecture, unless indeed, it be intended to convey 
thereby a hint, that this Government is aware of the necessity of some 
such establishment the one lately recommended, though averse to forming 
it at our suggstion or liable to any icspect, to our contract With the 
excessive penur}, however, universally attributed to Seconder Jah, the 
wish which he therein expresses for raising a body of good cavalry, on an 
efficient establishment can scarcely be considered in any other light than 
that of an empty, unmeaning declaration 

9 My Moonshy’s application to the Minister for the renewal of his 
personal attendance on the Soobah, as noticed in his enclosed report 
(No 1) required that I should observe, that such occasional attendance on 
His Highness on the part of the Residendy itselt, though suspended by me 
for some time past in difference to the secret wish of Meer Allum who 
could not noN\ however, with the smallest propriety have objected to the 
renewal of such direct intercourse with His Highness, the urgent necessity 
of vhich is sufficintly established, not only by the tenor of his own decla- 
rations and avowals, but by secret communications of a still more serious 
nature that nave lately reached me from various quarters 

10 If any doubt still existed My Lord, of the towering views of the 
Prime Minister or of the crooked means to which he resorts for the pur- 
pose of deceiving alternately the Soobah and myself in order to render 
e*ach of us in our turn instrument to their attainment, such doubt must 
I venture to think be effectually cleared up by the contents of the enclosure 
CNo 3) in which as Your Excellency will perceive, the Minister unreserv- 
edly proposed to render me subservient to a most unbecoming and un- 
warrantable artifice, which he wishes to play off upon the Soobah, for the 
avowed purpose of obtaining possession of the full powers, which he has so 
long coveted, while he is described in the same breath by Meer Abdul 
Lutteef as congratulating' the Soobah on the successful issue of His High- 
ness’s applauded opposition to the very plan, which Meer Allum praised 
himself so highly in the course of the negociation upon having strongly 

' recommended to His Highness’s acceptance The message conveyed to me 
by the Prime Minister through Abdul Lateef as stated in this enclosure 
being of a very delicate and important nature, I requested that Abdul 
Lateef would deliver it in writing, which he accordingly did, authenticated 
by his signature The declaration concerning the Silledar Plan ascribed in 
this enclosure by Meer Abdul Latif to the Prime Minister, was taken down 
from his own words as delivered in my presence 

11 It was my wish Miy Lord to have given such an immediate and 
decisive answer to the extraordinary message thus conveyed to me by the 
Prime Minister, as effectually to quash every hope of making me a party 
to the miserable plan, which it communicated, but this Meer Abdul Lateef 
seemed desirous of preventing by an abrupt 'departure, accompanied by an 
intimation that Meer Allum would wait upon me himself on the day follow 
ing to ascertain in person the result of his proposition 

12 Accordingly the Minister punctual to his engagements came yester- 

day forenoon from the place- where His Highness is now on a hunting 
excursion, a few miles from this city; to the Residency accompanied bv 
Mooneer Ool Moolk and Abdul Latif and aftei a long previous conversation 
on various familiar topics, came to the point by askmg me for rny opinion 
and advice -on the proposition, which he had conveyed to me on the pre- 
cdddifig'-day--^thL’Ou^>-Me‘er Abfful Lstif - . . 



13 Bcfotc 1 replied to thU question I requested Mccr Abdul Latil 
(or ll\c nkc o( Rrcilcr nccurac> to rccapUutilc tlu. mcnaLt, ujth \sluch he 
lu ’ been eliarRed which he nccordinRl> did without nn> dcMalion, and 
Nicer Alluni Iismur assented to its currectneM 1 proce^ede^ to ubier\c 
that I should Ik. delicicnh in lint frnnhncsi and candour for which the 
Minister had so often hexn plc*iscd to nic credit were 1 to hesitate >n 
expressing in) must un(|ujhtied dis*ipprobalton of the scheme I observed 
no levs pregnant with diiiRer and disgrace than irrcconciltable from its 
elcrie'eslinc nature alone to those principles of rectitude and plain deal 
in^ v.hic!i were held h> (he Ooxernment 1 had the honour to represent 
in all Its transactions w'hcthcr loreiRn or domestic 

m 1 conjured the MintsicT never on an> consideration even to think 
so imprudent and dangerous a measure and b> i\a) of more cfTcctiiall}* 
detennR from its adoption. 1 assured him that It would m all human 
prohabiiit) eflcctuall^ preefude him from the benefit of that support on 
the part of the British (joxernment which he had hitherto so liberall} 
experienced and which 1 offered lo ctert on all siiitahlc occasions in his 
Schalf In an> wa> hut the dcscrcditable one which he had now for the first 
time tuRRcitcd 

15 In a word M> 1 ord I felt no argument untried to divert the Minis 
ter from his present weak and dangerous scheme and am wilUnc to hope 
not without success at he assured me in rcpl> (though not without evident 
marks of dejection and disappointment) (hat my arguments had convinced 
him that it never had been Ins Intention to retire even In appcaranci from 
his itnlion except in the vcr> fast extremit) and that as the plan did not 
meet with m> concurrence he should rest satisfied under ever) occurrence 
with the benefit dcnvabic from m) profcircd support and countenance 

16 I will not here intrude upon \out Lxccllcnc> s time b> an irksome 
rcpetiimn of tlic tnve'ctivcs on the usual grounds in winch the Minuter 
frcct) indulged at (fie cxpcncc of his master but which even admitting 
tvcriofullj ol their justice it would b> no means have become to appear 
to acquiesce in and therefore (as I have done upon cvcr> former similar 
occdtiooi rather palliated Ills liighncsts faults and his conduct which 
imputed chiefly to Inexperience wrong education and defective infoima 
tion 

17 After a visit of a very long duration the Minister and his party 
took leave of me lo return to the bwbah s Camp near burrom Nugghur 

18 I take this opportunity to acquaint "^our Excellency that I rcceivod 
on the 14th instant a visit of ceremony from His Highness the Peshwa s 
envoy to this Uurbar Kiihnajcc Mounkeysur at which little if any thing 
passed beyond the interchange of compliments usual on such occasions 
accompanuJd by an intimation of his having been directed by his court 
to apply to me for assistance in whatever propoiitioni of public natufc he 
had to agitatt, with this Government and which I readily engaged to offord 
as far as might be suitable or proper ns instanced in the ease noticed m my 
Moonshv s accompanying report 

19 I have the honour to enclose for Your Elicclicncy t notice copy 
(No 4) of my latest letter under date the 16th instant to the Resident at 
Poona 


Trarulutidn of Moonshy Azix OoUah*s report of his Conference 
with Meer Allum on the i6th of July 1^ 

After the usual friendly enquiries I informed Mccr AUum in obedience 
to your (Col K. s) directions that all convoya and detachment* which 
Herd<lftdr march from the Odmpany i ^tlrrittfritis fo Join life Army In 
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advance, would proceed by the route of Belhary, and that it would there- 
fore be nccess.iry to collect boats at the Duroor Ghaut, which was at the 
confluence of the Mulpurbah and Kistna Rivers, and at the distance of about 
tv'o coss from the Fort of Moodgul Meer Allum replied that orders 
should be sent to the officer, who is stationed on^the part of this Govern- 
ment, with a number of boats at the Gala Chabootra Ghaut directing him 
to proceed with the boats under his charge, to the Duroor Ghaut 

Meer Allum then obscr\'cd in a tone of complaint, that the affairs of 
the Governnent both political and domestic were materially impeded by 
the Ignorance of His Highness That the success of all Officers was most 
effectual', ensured by cither the hope of reward or the fear of punishment, 
but that under the present system neither crimes were punished nor meri- 
torious services rewarded That persons of all ranks therefore placed no 
depedrcncc on His Highness, /ind that God only knew what would be the 
consequence, if people did not in some respect look up to the Ministers 
That Zecah Ool Moolk ( The Soobah’s Arzec Beggy) had lately taken an 
opportunits’^ ,of calling on him and of observing with expressions , of deep 
regret, that the" universal derangement of affairs afforded but little pros- 
pect of the permanance of His Highness’s Government 

I askeo Meer Allum, if, in speaking of the derangement of affairs he 
alluded merely to those of a domestic and internal nature or to those of 
political importance, and observed that if the latter were the case, I humbly 
conceived it to be (Meer Allum’s) indispensable duty to make a full and 
unreserved communication to you and enable you to afford him your 
support in applying some remedy to the evil of which he complained 

Moer Allum said that he did not appiehend any immediate danger to 
political affairs but that he was perpetually harrassed by the levity and 
obstinacy of His Highness, on every occasion of an internal or domestic 
nature I answered that I was strongly inclined to apprehend that this 
conduct on the part of His Highness, was as the Meer himself had already 
observech the effect of that flattery, which had been so copiously adminis- 
tered to him 

Meer Allum then said it has an extraordinary fact that the Enayet- 
namah which had lately been addressed to Raja Mahipat Ram on the con- 
clusion of the negociation for the Silledar Cavalry, and of which a copy 
had been communicated to you, had contrary to universal practice been 
closed by His Highness, m the presence of T^mail Yar Jung only, that he 
was therefore induced to apprehend that as His Highness had expressed an 
opinion that every proposal that was made to him by Col Kirkpatrick ori- 
ginated in himself, and had avowed an intention of opening a direct channel 
of communication with the British Government, His Highness mighi in 
that letter have authorized Mahipat Ram to make Col Haliburton the 
medium of any secret intimations that His Highness might be desirous to 
convey To this I replied that all clandestine intercourse was irreconcili- 
able with the practice of the British Government but that if the Meer’s 
suspicion should actually prove to be correct. Col Haliburton would no 
doubt receive the advances of Raja Mahipat Ram, in such a manner, as to 
prevent the Raj'a from ever repeating the attempts and that as no subject 
had been agitated at Hyderabad without the express sanction and authority 
of the Governor-General, the Meer might safely dismiss any apprehen- 
sions. which might have been produced by his dread of His Highness’® 
establishing a clandestine intercourse through any mediums whatsoever 

In obedience to your directions I next observed to Meer Allum, that 
the visit which I had been accustomed to pay to His Highness had latelv 
been suspended, and that as the only object of those visits was to impress 
in His Highness’s mind a conviction of the intimate friendship between 
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the two States and of the jnnccrll> of Mccr Alhim's devotion laHli High 
ness now be onpo«cd to tlicir rcncvnl Mcer Ajlnm replied that the late 
exenruont of Hi8 Highncfs Into the counlr> were the onir cause of the lui 
pension of ni^ vliiti to I Its I iighnccs and lint ihcv should be renewed Immc 
dbtcly on Hii Hlflincssirf return to the cilv 

Mccr Allum then acaln introduced the subject of limatl Yar June, 
and told me that he hnci httl> licird from /ccah Ool Moolk that Ismail 
Yar Jung Ind In some degree withdrawn himself from interference in public 
afTalri but that he cmplojcd Monccrooddin Klun his agent and re 
presented through him whatever he lliouglit proper to IIis Highness To 
this 1 answered that 1 had understood from general reports that Soory 
Wunt was the person who was more parlicularl> in the habit of submitting 
frequent representations to His lli^nnc's through the mcdiurri of Roop 
Lah Mccr Allum said that he was thorou?hl> acquainted with the charac 
ter of Soor> Wunt who wiv incapable of icling upon propcrl> and one 
who would not presume to make anv rcprc<cntation^ to llis Highness but 
through the medium of his Ministers and that such proectrding* originated 
In Ismail Yar Jung 

In compliance with n request which was preferred to >ou bv Kistnajec 
Mankcjaui I proposed to Mccr Allum tint the Choutc collection on 
account of Rccr should he made b\ this Covemment until tlic two lacs of 
rupees which had been advanced In Appali Dessajci order should be re- 
corcred and that the collections of Piianundah etc should be rcllnaiiish 
cd to the officers of the Pcsliwa Mccr Allum said that he would address 
Raja Mahipat Ram on the subject and would compI> with the proposal of 
Kistnaicc Mankeshwar If it should appear that the two lacs of rupees 
could bo recovered from the district of Beer 

I concluded the conversation bv communicating to Mccr Allum the 
representation which was late!) made to >ou b\ Capt S>denham on the 
•uDjcct of Mokassa of Kootburgah claimed b\ a Mphratta dependant of 
the Poona Government Mccr Allum replied that he would direct Chundoo 
Lall to pa> the amount to the Vakil for the collection of the Mokaiia but 
that there were several persons such as Sultan Mi>an and many others 
who paid ni attention to tlic orders of Government and that without the 
adoption of some effectual measures it wovdd be impossible to realize from 
them the amount of the Mokassa 

After I had left Mccr Allum Monccrbol Molk told me that of late 
His Highness and frcqucnllv been attended on his hunting particf by only 
Bolundaz Khan and his brother and that His Highness was in the habit 
of drinking Samdcc while he was out on these excursions 

Shortly after I arose and withdrew 

A true translation 

HENRY RUSSELL, 


TransJatliin oj an Enayafnamah from His Highness the Sonhahdar to 
Rafa Mahipat Ram communicated to the Resident on \2th July 1805 

Colonel Kirkpatrick submitted to me a plan consisting of several arti 
clei for the establishment of a Bod> of ten thousand Silledar Gavalir I 
male some alterations m the plan which at the recommendation of Mccr 
AlUm was then drawn up in the form of a letter to His Excellency the 
Most Noble the Governor Genera Further amendments were made 
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and I now enclose to you four copies of the plan in its different stages At 
length Colonel Kirkpatrick wrote a note, stating that unless the plan met 
with my approbation the British Government had no views of interest in 
proposing It. Col Kirkpatrick himself waited on me, and stated that all his 
representations to *me had been directed^ to the efficiency of my military 
establishment, and that if I fell any hesitation at adopting the proposed 
plan it might be suspended The plan accordingly was suspended 

It IS now the particular object of my wishes to raise a bodv of good 
cavalry to be placed m an efficient establishment, and to receive their pay 
1*1 cash at an advanced rate, the adoption ot this measure will be postponed 
until 1 shall receive ^our answei and vou will therefore transmit to me a 
detailed statement on the subject 


An Enavetnamah was addressed on the subject of the Choute and other 
claims of the Peshwah and anotiier Enayctnamah was subsequently sent 
to you directing you not to eject the Mokasa of the Peshwa I now enclose 
to you a copy of the Arzee which Mecr Allum submitted to me on that 
subject. 


A true translation 


HENRY RUSSELL 


TiansJation oj a mes’^age jiom Mecr Allum to the Resident commumeated 
through the medium of Mcci Abdool Lufeef Khan on the I7th July 
1805 

Adverting to the nature of the times, and with a view to the successful 
conduct of affairs, it appears tQ me advisable that some artifice should be 
practised tovard His Highness That I should represent to His Highness 
in a private ludience that the frequent obstacles which His Highness 
opposes and the difficulties which thev created made me desirous of being 
relieved from my office, and of its being conferred on some other person or 
that Hr. Highness should invest m me supreme authority, after ^ making 
this representation I will withdraw, i e , withdraw 'from the conduct of 
affairs 

It IS most probable that His Highness will then send some person to 
pacify me, but if four or five days shall elapse without such a measure 
being adopted the Resident should upon any plea that may appear proper 
to him, wait on His Highness, and induce His Highness to recall me, and 
to tell me that he has bestowed^ upon me full powers, and that in future 
he will uPvariably act by my advice 

Then Abdool Lateef Khan observed in the course of conversation that 
happening to ask Meer Allum what he had represe/ited to His Highness, 
when the negotiation for the Silledar Establishment had been concluded, 
Meer Allum replied, that he had represented to His Highness, that His 
Highness’s good fortune could only be compared to that of Alexander in 
having successfully opposed the Silledar Plan 


A true translation and copy 

CHARLES RUSSELL. 
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Letter No 8 —In this letter 1 1 Co! Ktrkpijtrlck Informs th«; Go\tmor 
General what transpired at Ids tw'o Inteniew's ^v^lh the NIram 
previous to his departure for Calcutta llic Mzam pul forward a 
proposal for mediation b> the Compan> between his Government 
and that of the Peshwa rejtardlmi the payment of Cliaulh claimed 
by the htler Tlic mediation was desired according to the treaties 
of Hyderabad and Bisscln The enclosure No 2 Is therefore 
Important 

From-J a KIRKPATRICK RnSIDPNT AT HYDCRABAD 
To -MARQUIS CORNUA! LIS GOVHRNOR CrNFRAL 

Hyderabad the 27th AuSust 1805 

1 The 21th inftint Invinjj been fixed upon for the dcll^cr> of Your 
Lordship t letter to Hu I lichnc<« the Soohah I protteded to the Durbar in 
the momme of that day accompnined by my autftant» nnd the other 
members of m\ fanuh and was received accoraing to cuilom by the Prime 
Minuter and the usual ofheen in w*aiting 

2 After a certain lime had passed in general convcriation our atten 
dance wai required In an inner apartment whither we accordingly 
repaired and where after the cuflomary salutations had taken place i 
delivered to llu Highness "^oiir lordships letter winch was opened and 
read aloud by the Prime Minister and led to numerous cnquincs on the 
part both of the one and the other concerning ^ our Lordship f health and 
welfare acctimpanicd by the expression of their joy on the return to the 
conduct of iflain m India of i nobleman no less (as they declare) cn 
deared to them by the tics of personal fricndshsp and acquaintance than 
revered for the wisdom and juitlcc (hat diitiftguuhcd his former adminis- 
tration 

3 Hlf Highness expressing ar desire to know whether a report which 
had reached him of Your I^ordships intended immediate journey up the 
CO intry was true I confirmed its truth and added that Your Lordships 
great object in such proceeding was to bring with more facility the que* 
tion of Peace or War with the Mahntta Confederates to an early uiuc 
That Your lordship s well known disposition was a sufficient pledge of 
your decided preference to the former allcrnallvc if attainable on sincere 
and honourable terms while your military skill cxncncncc and renown 
left little doubt of a successful inuc if the latter should be found inevitable 

4 In the foregoing positions His Highness and the Minister declared 
their unrcicfvcd assent expressing a^ the same time n hope if rot even a 
persuasion (hat Peace from Your Lordship s hands was a boon which 
never could be rejected 

5 The above having passed I proceeded to inform His Highness that 
my health having as he will know been for sometime past on the decline 
and requiring a temporary change of scene and ellmatc I had obtained 
Your T ordship i permission to leave my station for a while and proceed 
to Bengal to pay my respects to Your lordship in person That painful 
at even a temporary separation from His Highness would prove to me after 
having enjoyed for so many years the honour of his society and confidence 
it was some alleviation to think (hat 1 might if entrusted with hii wishes 
and commands render even my absence conducive to his advantage 

6 In reply to this address His Highness was pleased to express him 
self IP terms highly flattenng and appeared indeed desirous that I should 
postpone if I could not relinquish altogether my intended departure but 
upon my assuring him that my health mdepenaent of the considerations 
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n In llic course of nnothcr day or two I am to pay m> farewell miU 
to llic Minister and ns my first nni«;tnnt Mr Ilcncry Kusscll li now per 
fccily rico\trcd from lu^ hie indisponlitm 1 propo*c IcaMnR this by Dawk 
for Madras on the 1st inMint after nnl inj o\Lr char;jc to the abo\c centk 
man in v.ho>t judKmcnl doirvlion jn I nbiliiy I am happy to anurt ^our 
i ordship tint I repose the fiillcsl confidence 

U 1 have the honour to naiminl ^our lordship lint H M 33rd 
ReKinicnl ''onlinucd their march from hence tcmanlv llic frontier on the 
20ih instant md that n dlatnlum of the l^th Native Rcf’imcnt from the 
northern circars will march into Cantonment tomorrow and relieve a 
Baltnlioi of tile hill Res,imciil Native Infantry which will proceed in a 
few days to I More 

15 1 htvcMhc honour to tncio c for ^our I ordship i notice copy 

(No 3) of niv Hit letter to the licsidcnt at I’oonah and to be 


Translation oj on /rare addtcsscJ hy / irut Colonel J A Ktrkpalrtcl, 

Rrsidcnt at Uxdcrabad to Uts t/ir Souhhadat Aujijsl 25lh 

1805 

His I xcclicncy the Most. lion bit the Marquis Cornwallis hat 
honoun. t me by dcilrin;* that I will attend liim in Jlcn;:al. therefore Iruit 
that Your Hichne<s will convey to me the communications if ^ our HiRhncss 
wishes m order iliat I may be enabled to evince my attachment to Your 
Hichncsi bv imprciiinc on the mind*of the Governor General the objects 
of lojr liishncsi s desire 

^ou- Utphnest beinc pleased to txpresv vour rcfircl at my departure 1 
think it ncccsury to assure \our Highness that my absence from Hyder 
abad will not be prolooRed beyond a short period for His Excellency the 
Governor General will no doubt be induced by his attachment to Your 
Hifihnci^ iind by his desire to promote the wishes of "^our Highness to 
permit me to return to Hyderabad as soon as may be practicable 

Dtring the lime that il may be necessary for me to absent from 
Hyderabad my first Anntant Mr Russell v\ho is impressed with knowledge 
of the intimate connection between the two Stales and who u sincerely dc 
voted to the interests of "^our Highness will discharge the functions of the 
Residency, and Moonihy Uzeez Oollah who is attached to the person ol 
^our Highness and who enjoys my confidence will attend Your Highness 
weekly and under the direction of Mr Russell will continue to promote 
the welfare and prosperity of the United States 

A true translation 

HENRY RUSSELL First Assistant 


Translation oj a paper delivered by His Highness ihc Soubah td LieiU 
Colonel J A Kirkpatrick Resident at Hyderabad at his audience oj 
leave oj the 26th August 1805 and entitled the srishes Oj His Highness 
the Soubahdor 

s 

Sir, 

The most earnest desire df my mind is that the relations of harmony 
and fnendihip between my Gbremment and that of the -Hon^Ie Com 
paiiyi may be stren^ened -and confirmed and that the treaties ond-enga^ 
nranti “wmeh slibsm betyeou th« twb States bo ibmiercd finn anil'' 
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I 


indissoluble that the Hon ble Company’s Government should provide for 
the defence of my person, dominions, and authority, that the officers of 
my Government should be improved, and its dignity and honour extended 
and advanced 

Secondiv ^ By the treaties of Hyderabad and Bassein, the 
Hon’ble Company’s Government is invested with a right to arbitrate all 
differences between my Government and that of the Peshwa Let the 
Hon’ble Company’s Government, therefore, insist on the performance of 
the stipulations of the Treaty of Mhar by the Peshwa and let not anv 
procrastination or delay be practised by the officers of the Peshwa in the 
execution of this duty Let the settlement be made in such a manner that 
no detriment or injury may be caused to my dominions by the subjects of 
the Peshwa on the plea of collecting Choute, and for this let an effectual 
provision be maoe in order that my subjects may enjoy, pro^erity and ease 
and the populations of my dominions be increased and let security and 
happiness be extended to my Armj^, to the cultivators of my soil, and in 
short, to all those dependants on my Government who firmly adhere to the 
obligations of their allegience and faithfully perform the services that* 
cortimanded 


A true translation 

H RUSSELL, First Assistant 


Letter No. 9.-~Henry Russell, the Acting Resident, informs Cornwallis that 
the scheme of SilJehadar Establishment had been dictated by the 
need of defence of Nizam’s territoiies in times of war but had been 
opposed by the Nizam owing to the expenses it involved. As 
directed by Cornwallis he was prepared to adhere to the piinciple 
of avoiding all interference in^rhe internal administration of the 
Nizam’s Government and of leaving him the exeicise of indepen- 
dent authority within his dominions But neveitheless he suggests 
that the removal of the guaids of British Sepoys from the Nizam’s 
palace may be effected in a tactful manner and in a more 
opportune moment at the request of the Nizam himself and not at 
the initiative of the British. 

From— HENRY RUSSELL, ‘ACTING RESIDENT AT HYDER- 
ABAD, 

To— MARQUIS CORNWALLIS, GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Hyderabad, the 11th September 1805 

1 have had the honour to leceive, through the Secretary in the Political 
Department, Your Lordship’s instructions of the 21st ultimo, addressed to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kirkpatrick 

2 Your Lordship will have perceived by the latter despatches of 

Colonel Kirkpatrick, on the subject of the Silledar establishment, that he 
had conveyed to His Highness the Soobhdar, explanations of the motive 
by which the British Government was actuated on that occasion, and 
assurances of its intention to leave to His Highness the unrestrained exercise 
of an mdependant authority, within the lirhits of his own dominions, 
similar to those, which are eijUTiicrated in the despatch to yf'hich I have no\y 
the honour of replying, , , 

39 
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3 In obedience hov.c\cr to the initructioni of 'Vour Lordihip I ihall 
n\nil m>sclf of the fasourablc opportunit) that v.ill be afforded to me the 
dcli\cr> of the Icttcrt >shich it it the intention of ^our Lordship to addrett 
to III! Ihclincss to communicate to him ^our Ix)rdiliip i resolution of 
refraining from an> further urj'cnc> m the subjcci of the SiUcdar rsiabliih 
mcni, and to repent to him the expression of those icntimcnti with which 
1 Iia\c been furnikhed b> the Instructioni of '^our Lordship and which 
appear pcrfccil) ^^cII calculated to remose from hit mind any \c»tifr< of 
dlssatlifnction ^shich ma> still remain on account of the proposition for 
the SUlednr I itablisUmcnl 

A But although I entertain no doubt that I shall be completely 
successful in apncatinc the dissatisfaction of His Hifthncss on that particular 
subject 1 have little hope that Uis Ilichncss will ever be prevailed on by 
an> considerations of either interest or duty to acquiesce in the proposed 
plan of a Silledar I stablishmcnt 

5 The motive b> vshich His llichncss was actuated in nvoHinft an 

•abrupt or positive rejection of that plan unquestionably onpnated in his 

reluctance to oppose with vehemence or decision an> me‘asurc which was 
recommended to his adoption by the Bntish Government and supported 
bv the influence of the Bnlith Power But his objections to that plan were 
almost entirely founded on the hcav'y charj;cs that it involved end 
althouch hii vanity may have bcem flaiicrcd by the appearance of a success- 
ful contest with the ascendancy of the British Power he denved the most 
important and substantial ^ratificalioii from the magnitude of the cxpcncc 
which hit opposition had enabled him to avoid 

6 Dunng the late war acaitwi the confederated Marhatta Chieftains 
the operations of the army under the pmomi command of the Hon blc 
Sir Author Wellesley were materially impeded by the necessity of protect 
injj the Frontier of liis Hichness the Soobahdar t dominions, and Colonel 
Kirkpatrick availed himself of that opportunity to urct to His Hi^ncsi 
the indispensable obligation which was imposed on him to provide by the 
establishment of nn efficient mllitory force for the mamtcnincc of internal 
tranquillity and subordination and for the defence of Hii Highness s 
dominions against the inroads of prcdactory Horse But since the con 
elusion of the Treaty of 1793 and more especially since the conclusion of 
that of 1800 the court of Hyderabad apnean to have been impressed with 
on inaccurate and dangerous opinion that it mav repose with confidence 
find sccunty on the British Government not only to afford its active 
co-operation in repelling the agression of external •ncmlcs but to preserve 

« the domestic tranquillity of the dominions of His Highness the Soobahdar 
and this opinion combined with the parsimonious disposition of His High 
ness has hitherto opposed and still continues to oppose the most powerful 
obstacle to the establishment of an effective military force under the 
Government of Hyderabad 

7 The weakness of understanding and inconsistency of conduct 
which His Highness the Soobahdar has almost invariably betrayed render 
It perhaps unreasonable to deduce an opinion of his real sentiments from 
the measures that he may hove pursued or the expressions that he may 
have adopted on any particular occasion but the observation which I have 
been enable to make on the character of His Highness and the information 
that I hove obtained through the dubious channel of secret intelligence 
seriously incline me to bchvc that His Highness has long been imoresscd 
with an opinion unfavourable to the reputation of the Bntish Govenment 
and with an apprehension that it is the object of the British Government 
to extend a predominant influence and control over the counals and 
measures of every Su> m India 
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8 The injurious tendency of that opinion, can be corrected only by 
the firm and steady observance of a resolution to avoid all interference in 
the internal administration of His Highness’s Government, and to leave to 
him the unrestrained exercise of an independent authority, within the 
limits of his, own dominions, and Your Lordship may therefore be assured, 
that I shall pay the most sedulous attention to the maxims and principles 
which are inculcated by Your Lordship’s instructions, and that I shall 
endeavour to apply them to every emergency, which may arise, during 
the period that the absence of Colonel Kirkpatrick may devolve on me the 
duties of this Residency 

9 My conduct, with respect to the Minister of His Highness the 
Soobahdar, shall be invariably regulated by a strict adherence to the 
decision of Your Lordship on that subject I trust, however, that Meer 
Allum will be able to preserve his station without requiring the support 
or interposition of the British Government His Highness has frequently 
betrayed a considerable degree of aversion towards Meer Allum, but 1 do 
not conceive that, that aversion is founded on any sentiments of personal 
dislike His Highness perhaps apprehends that Meer Allum being indebt- 
ed to the British Government for his elevation to his present office, would 
exert himself to promote the interests of the Hon’ble Company, rather 
than the mtersts of his own immediate sovereign, and it is reasonable 
therefore to suppose that His Highness will be less dissatisfied with Meer 
Allum, and less jealous of his authority, when he shall discover that Meer 
Alfum depends exclusively on His Highness’s pleasure for the maintenance 
of his situation undei the Government of Hyderabad 

10 The removal of the guards of British Sepoys from the palace of His 
Highness the Soobahdar, will certainly afford a considerable degree of 
satisfaction to the mind of His Highness but I am inclined to think that the 
sudden and unsolicited adoption of that rneasure, would be ascribed by 
His Highness to a wrong motive, and that it might be productive of many 
of those inconveniences which Your Lordship appears to apprehend from 
the immediate and total suspension of the mterfenence, that we have 
hitherto been accustomed to exercise m the administration of the State of 
Hyderabad 

11 It is therefore my intention to avail myself of the latitude con- 
tained in the 8th paragraph of Your Lordship’s instructions, and to defer 
the removal of the guards of British Sepoys, from the city of Hyderabad, 
until I shall have contrived to draw from His Highness the Soobahdar, an 
expression of his 'wish to that effect . By this measure I shall be enabled 
to obviate the inconveniences, to which I have alluded in the preceding 
paragraph, and instead of exciting the suspicions of His Highness, to 
gratify him by a compliance with desire, which, I believe, he has always 
been much at heart, and which perhaps, he has been restrained from declar- 
ing only by the apprehension that it would meet with a refusal 

12 It 18 not indeed improbable, that the circumstance of British Sepoys 
mounting guard in the city, may be connected with the doubts, which His 
Highness has expressed his intention to disclose to me, and at all events, 

I shall be able to avail myself of the communications, which His Highness 
has promised to make to me, either to draw from him his real opinion on 

* the subject of the guards, or to impart to him, without incurring the hazard 
of inconvenience Your Lordship’s willingness to sanction their removal 

13 I do not conceive that any necessity exists for the continuance 
of the British guards, which are still stationed at the habitations of His 
Highness’s brother, 'and I shall therefore remove them at the same time 
with those from the palace of His Highness unless I should discover ^njr- 
reason to’ suppose that His Highness is desirous to their continuance 
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M I cannol conclude m> rcp!> lo a diipitch of lucli importance a{ 
that which pcrcnl)c» the course of policy lint “^our lordship connders 
It advisable to pursue townrdi the Stale of II>dcnhid vnlhoui apolo^i inp 
for the freedom v,ith uhich I have presumed to exercise m> oun juderr^nt 
and to expren m> own opinions and without rcpcatin;* to ^lyir Ix>rds!up 
an anuranct that m> conduct sinll be rcculalid b> the moit minute 
adherence to the maxima and principles which ^our I^irdship has prc/i nb- 
cd and b> the must unrcmilicd xcal assiduitj prudence and discretion 


Letter No 10— Tlic Resident re'ports that the Mram desfred to appoint 
Raja Mahinat Ram cilher as a N lib (o Mccr Allum or as a 
confidential Minister of Ills own and w-anted him (Resident) to 
consult the Governor General about It Raja Mahipat Ram himself 
wai also anxious for U 

hROM-II RUSSn I ACTING RhSIDrNT AT inDTRABAU 

To-Tlir GOVI RNORGl N1 RAl 

Ilydcral^ad the Uth October 1805 

1 1 have the honour to inform'^our Ixsrdship that Rata Maliipat Rnm 

arrived from the arm) at U>dcrabad on the 3rd and called on me on the 
6th instant 

2. The cor\vcrjation at this visit consisted chicfl) of mutual compic 
mcniir) expressions Unji Mahipat Knm said that he derived great 
pleasure from the opportuniiv which had been afforded to him of bccom 
mg acquainted with the mannlr* customs and opinions of P uropcan gentle* 
men and a sured me that he should strenuousljr cnde'avour to convince His 
Ilipihncss the Soubahdar of the benefits that he derived from hit alliance 
with the Honourable Compan) and to place before His Highness m their 
proper light the views principles and polic) of the British Government He 
told me he was cxtrcmclj- desirous to obtain the good opinion of Y 9 ur 
Lordship and that he hoped his conduct would be represented to Your 
Lordship m such a manner as to promise the attachment of that unfortu 
natc object 

3 I replied to the Raja that the Ic^fh of time during which he had 
lencd with the Honourable Comnan) s Troops must have enabled him to 
form an adequate estimation of the support and protection that the 
interest and dominions of His Highness the Soobahdar had derived ♦rom 
the superiont) of the British Arms, and that I had no doubt he would 
communicalc to His Highness the lailhful result of hit own experience 
1 assured him that he could not fad to obtain the good opinion of Your 
Lordship b> exerting himself actively to deserve it and that it would 
afford me great pleasure to report his conduct in the most just and favour 
able manner to Your Lordship 

4 The rank and consideration to which Raja Mahipat Ram has now 
attained rendered it necessary that I should make him a complimentary 
present on the occasion of the first visit that he paid to me. 1 therefore 
presented to him a jewel and Khillut from among those which had been 
originally received by the Resident 

5 Raja MahiMt Ram was accompanied by Mecr Abdool Latcef vfho 
told me after the Raja had taken his leave, that mv letter had been present 
ed by Meer ABum to His Highness that His HIgnnesi had read it with an 
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appearance of great satisfaction, had expressed himself much gratified by 
the assurances, that it contained and had declared, that when he intimated 
a desire to receive those assurance^ from Moonshy Uzeez Oollah, he had 
not even ventured to expect that I should pay so much attention to his 
wishes, as to convey them to him under my own signature 

'6 I told Meer Abdul Latif that I was extremely happy to find my 
letter had succeeded in producing the effect, for which it was intended, 
but that I conceived it would be more satisfactory to Your Lordship, to 
receive the proof of that success immediately from His Highness, and that 
I therefore hoped His Highness would be pleased to honour me with an 
answer to« my letter Meer Abdool Lulecf said he would communicate 
my wish to Meer Allum, from whom I have since received an assurance that 
he will endeavour to prevail on His Highness to reply to my letter in a few 
days 


7 On the afternoon of the 8th instant, I received an mtimotion from 
His Highness, desiring that I would attend him on the following morning, 
at a garden, in which he is building a palace, at a short distance from the 
city I accordingly waited on His Highness af about 8 o’clock on the morn- 
ing of the 9th and found him attended by Meer Allum, Raja M.ihipat Ram 
and those Omrahs who are generally near the person of His Highness 

8 His Highness appealed to be in very good humour He received 
me with an unusual degree of kindness, and endeavoured to enter into 
general conversation, but he was evidently embarrassed and confused, and 
it was some time before I learned the cause to which I was indebted for the 

(indistinct) an audience at length His Highness (indistinct) me in an 
awkward manner and (indistinct) voice, that he had sent for me to 
(indistinct) the progress of his building, but (indistinct) that he might 
have an opprtunity of assuring me, that he had derived the gieatest satis- 
faction from the communications which had been mentioned to him by the 
Raja Mahipat Ram and that he had -obtained from the Raja lore accurate 
knowledge than he had before been able to acquire, of the attachment of 
all the servants of the Honourable Company to his person and Govern- 
ment, and that he was now more firmly convinced than ever of the import- 
ance and advantages of his alliance with the Honourable Company 

9 My surprise at the extraordinary cause which His Highness had 
assigned for desiring me to attend him was increased by the abruptness 
and embarrassment of his manner But I thought it necessary to conceal 
my own sentiments from the observation of His Highness, and I told him 
in reply, merely, that the conduct, which he had ascribed to Raja Mahipat 
Ram, had been that of a faithful and honest servant, and that I was con- 
vinced any circumstance that could^ increase the confidence of his Highness, 
in the British Government, would prove a source of great satisfaction to 
Your Lordship’s mind 

10 I have little doubt, that the object of His Highness, in this com- 
munication, was to impress me with an opinion, that Raja Mahipat Ram 
IS sincerely attached to the Honourable Company’s Government and to 
prevail on me to recommend him warmly to Your Lordship as a person 
by whom all views and interests would be actively supported if he were 
invested with any office of authority at Hyderabad 

11 During the life time of the late Nizam, Raj'a Mahipat Ram was 
frequently employed, about the person of Secunder Jah, and he has always 
been supposed to possess a large share of His Highness’s confidence and- 
attachment Since the accession of His Highness to the Musnud, he has 



302 


conitnucd lo ciilhvatc N^ith cart and oi»i *uil) tlic cood opinion of Hh 
lli^hnnt and dunnc the ihorl time tint he hat a)rcaa> been at il>dcrabad 
he hat l>ccn trcitcd with more hunoiirable ditlinction. and more cn iro 
confidence tlian fln> other perron nt the Durbar lie ii almoit daily 
admitted to a prn^nic audience and it taid lo be coniultcd on e*cry 
occation 

12 Before Uaja Mahlpai Karr arrnco at n)dcrab3d it wat reported 
that Hit Iliphncit intended either lo appoint him the Naib of Mcer Allum 
or to m%c4t him with tome office which though norma!l> subordinate to 
the minister iltuuld constitute him the clTicicnt agent of hit Goicrnmcnt 

13 I he manner in which Raja Mahipai Ram liai been rcx*ci\cd and 
treated b) Hit lligline^s and the obtmalioni wldch 1 made at my last 
audience ha\c certainl) induced me to think that tlic intention of lilt 
Ilignness were accuntclj reported and that opinion has been confirmed b> 
a message which 1 rcccucd from Uaji Mihlpal Ram on tlic lOlh instant 
rc(iuestmg that 1 would rcporl lo ^our Lordship in the most fasourablc 
terms the communicTlion which had been made lo me on Ihc preceding 
da> b> Ills Highness and assuring me that he had iucccedL*d lo cradicnlmg 
from the mind of Ills l|ighne<s man> injurious doubts and suspicions with 
which lie iind found it impressed <in his arrival at Ilvderabad 

14 To this messTge I replied that I should of course report to ^our 
I ordship the communication which llis Highness had made to me and 
that wuh resneci to the doubts which the Kaja said he had eradicated Lorn 
the mind ot llis Highneo it would be both latiifietor^ ond usful to me to 
know the prease nature and object of them and that I therefore requested 
he would afford me the nccctsan information on the subject To this 
intimation I have not )tt received an> answer 

15 Alihoirgh (he attachment of His Highness to Raja Mahipat Ram 
may have induct him to wuh that the Raja should become his confidertlal 
minister It is probable that he would not like to adopt a measure of such 
importance as the appointment of a minister without the knowledge and 
concurrence of Your Ixirdsliip His lint object therefore would be to 
obtain for Raja Mahipat Ram the good opinion of \our Lordship and 1 
conceive it was for that purpose that His Highness sent for me on the 9th 
and that Mahipat Ram himicif was so urgent in requesting that I would 
report to Your Lordship the communication which had been made to me 
by Hii Highness 

16 It is not necessary that either His Highncu or Raja Mahipat Ram 
should conceive that I suspect the naturf ond direction of their views and 
I shall therefore appear to them os if I did not suppose that it was intended 
to detain the Raja at H>dcnibad He is ot present engaged m the 
ceremony of his daughter i marriage which will be concluded in about 
a fortnight I shall then remind him of his promise to return immediately 
to camp and the manner in which he receive# my mtimation will enable 
me to form a more accurate opinion of his views at Hyderabad 

17 The anxiety and fears of Mecr Allum and his friends betray their 
apprehension of the superior influence of Raja Mahipat Ram Mcer Allum 
has frcqucmly aik^ me how long it was likely that Mahipat Ram would 
remain at Hyderabad, and he appeared to be much gratified by mj atsur 
ance that m a few days I should urge him to perform hii promise of 
returning to the Army 

TT-f t ^ tr™ sorry to inform Your Lordship that Mohummud Azeem 
Khan the Knaniaman of Hu Highness the Soobahdar died a W days ago 


303 


Letter No. 11. — Reports the state of Court politics in Hyderabad, centring 
round the relations behveen Meer Allum and Raja Mahipat Ram 
and the Nizam. The possibility of strained relations bet\\’een 
Mahipat Ram and Meer Allum is hinted. 

From— HENRY RUSSELL, ACTING RESIDENT AT HYDER- 
ABAD, 

To— Sir G H BARLOW, GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Hyderabad, the 19th November 1805 

Since I last had the honour to address you, nothing has occurred at 
this Durbar of sufficient importance to be submitted to your notice 

2 No decisive measures appear to have been yet taken, either by His 
Highness the Soubahdar, or by Raja Mahipat Ram respecting the 
introduction of the Ra]a into the administration of the Government The 
confidence and attachment of His Highness towards the Raja, have not 
experienced any visible diminution, he is admitted almost daily to a private 
audience, and Meer Allum, though jealous of his superior influence, and 
alarmed at the extent of his ambition, is reduced to the necessity of solicit- 
ing the support, and employing the intercession of the Raja, m every 
instance in which it may be requisite to obtain the concurrence of the 
Soubahdar 

3 The most accurate intelligence that my exertions have Enabled me 
to obtain through the uncertain channel of secret information, induces 
rfie to think, that it is the object of Mahipat Ram to leave Meer Allum in 
possession of the Dewany, to procure for Meer Abdool Luteef, the nomihal 
appointment of Naib, and to constitute himself the official Agent of the 
Government, under the appellation of Paishcar to the Dewan 

4 I have little doubt that this arrangement is contemplated with as 
much anxiety by His Highness, as by Mahipat Ram himself and that the 
Raja does not entertain any views, which are not assiduously promoted by 
His Highness, but Mahipat Ram *is afraid to excite the unreserved enmity 
of Meer Allum and Mooneer Ool Moolk by an open avowal of his inten- 
tions, and His Highness is unwilling to adopt a measure of such importance 
as a change in the administration of his political affairs without the 
decided concurrence, and support of the British Government 

5 Under these circumstances it is difficult to foresee at what period 
or in what manner the present en'^’s of affairs at the court of Hyderabad, 
may be expected to terminate The enmity between Mahipat Ram and - 
Meer Allum may perhaps become so violent and decided, as to compel His 
Highness to make a final choice between them, or His Highness may at 
length acquire so much confidence in his own authority, and in the support 
of the Br’tish Government, as publicly to declare his resolution of investing 
Mahipat Ram with the office of Paishcar ; but whatever may be the strength 
or virulence of faction, or whatever the secret inclinations of His Highness, 
you may be assured that my conduct shall be strictly regulated by the 
greatest prudence and discretion, and by the maxims prescribed in the 
instructions of your predecessor 

fi I have the honour to enclose to vou a translation of t^e circular 
order, which His Hmhness the Soubahdar has addressed to the Jaaheerdars 
and Officers on his Frontier m consequence of the intimation which T was 
directed by Mr Secretary Edmonstone’s letter of the 20th ultimo, to convey 
to him on the subject of Serjee Rao Ghautkey 
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7 I have thli mommr announced to Mcer Atlum the arrival of 
letter! from >ou to the addrcH of Hit Highness the SoubaUdar and Mcer 
Allum and ha\c requested that liii Ilirthncss will be pIcaiccT to appoint an 
carl> dale for me to dtliNcr them to him at the Durbar 


Lcllcr No 12— Ru5$cII refers to the jealousy between Mecr Allum and 
Ha)a Mahlpal Ram for supreme power, and suffjtcsis that the lallcr 
should not be allowed to ovcrltirow Mcer Allum and become Prime 
Minister for which he mav liaxa: tlic support of the Nizam The 
Interest of the IlrltPh would be safe If he Is allowixl to work with 
Mcer Allum at Ihc Court 

InoM-H UUSSm ACTING UI^IDl NT AT inOLUABAD 
To-TlII GOVPRNOR GI NI RAl 

Hyderabad the 18//i December J805 

1 In compliance with an in\itation winch 1 received somcllmc ot^o 
from Raja Mahipai Ram I paid him a \int at lui house m the city on the 
c\cntn;t of the ISth instant 

2 The solicitude with which the Minister has In^ariabU opposed a 
communication between the Resident and an> of the depenoants of His 
Hichncss the Souhahdar and csncciaih the apprehension and anxiety 
with which Mcer Allum contcmplaici inc most remote appearance of an 
intercourse between me and Raja Mahipat Ram has rendered it indispens- 
abl> ncccssao for me to adopt a peculiar detrrct of circumspection in my 
eom.rpondcncc with the Rap and has precluded me from oblaininff that 
accurate knowlcdr;c of the disposition wishes and intentions of Hit High 
ness the boubahiLir which it is at much the interest of the Raja to 
impart as it is m> desire to receive Since the return of the Raja to 
l'i>dcnbad he has called onl> twice ai the Rcsidcnci. and on each of thmc 
occasions he subjected himself to Ihc reproaches ond displeasure of the 
minister 

3 1 was therefore desirous lo avail myself of the onij opportunit> it 
was likcl> 1 shoul I have to converse with the Raja on the actual crisis of 
affairs at the court of Hyderabad and as I had reason to believe that it was 
the intention of Mcer Allum lo depute to the Unja a House some confi 
dcntial person who might report lo him the convcnalion that should like 
place I determined to aiccrfam the correctness of m> own opinions and 
to nrcvail on the Rato to diiclorc to me hii own views and the intentions 
of Hii Highness before the arrival of Mcer Allum s Agent should occur 
to interrupt ui 

4 The first object of m> enquirv was the consideration by which His 
Highness had been restrained from delivering to me his answer to my letter 
and the purport of the lines which ho was said to have mtcrtcd in hii own 
handwriting 

5 The Raja told me without hesitation or reserve that the expression 
wh eh Hit Highness had introduced implied that any decree of enmity 
which he might be supposed to entertain tow'ards the Honourable 
Company s Government existed onlv in the mind of hii minister and that 
ihc presence of Mcer Allum and the apprehension that he might become 
‘ic^n'’intod -with the nature nnd object of the answer were the motives bv 
which His Highness had beep actuated in suspending his intention of 
delivering it to me at the Durbar on the evening of the 2Ist ultimo that 
the dedded and oncvTulvocal manncT in which His Highness had expressed 
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himself in his answer to my letter, would naturally lead to an entire dis- 
closure of his sentiments and wishes, and that His Highness had therefore 
been induced-* to retain it, until i should have addressed to him the rote, 
uhich he was desirous to receive from me, assuring him that I would not 
reveal my communications, which His Highness might make to me in 
confidence 

6 I replied to Raja Mahipat Ram, that the injunction of His Highness 
^\ould be sullicicnt to prevent me from revealing any communication, 
which it might be the desire of His Highness* to keep secret but that to 
remove the apprehensions of His Highness, and to dispel the uneasiness 
of bis mind, 1 should not hesitate to convey that assurance to him, in 
writing whenever His Highness should transmit to me a draft of the note 
which he was anxious to receive 

7 The Raja said that he had already explained to me the cause of 
the delay, that had occurred in obtaining the draft from His Highness, but 
that he w'ould now renew his exertions, and endeavour to procure and 
transmit it to me in a few days In this attempt, however, I think it likely 
the Raja wull be disappointed for although he himself spoke with confi- 
dence of his success, 1 am still inclined to believe that the delay and hesita- 
tion of His Highness, proceed more from the cause assigned in the 
concluding paragraph of my last address than from that which was cem- 
municated to me by the Raja 

8 In answ^er to my enquiries on the subj’ect of His Highness’s 
intentions tow’ards Mahipat Ram himself, he told me unreservedly that it 
was the anxious desire of His Highness to introduce him into the adminis- 
tration of his Government, and that His Highness had repeatedly proposed 
to invest him with the office of Paishcar but that it was his determined 
resolution not to accept any situation of which he would not exercise the 
functions, without control or opposition, and that he had therefore 
invariably and positively objected to serve in a^ capacity, immediaiel> 
subordinate to the authority of Meer Allum that it was his intention to 
avail the result of the communications which he hoped His Highness would 
be prevailed on to make to you, through your representative at this Court 
and if circumstances should not then become more favourable to his views, 
to retire from Hyderabad and resume his duty with the Army in advance 

9 At this period of our conversation, we were interrupted by the 
ariivdl of a gentleman, on the part of Meer Alium He came on the 
pretence of conveying the compliment of the Meer to the Raja and to me 
and as the forms of etiquette required that the Raja should entreat him to 
join the party, we were compelled to discourse dpring the remainder ot the 
evening, on general and unimportant subjects. 

10 By the information which I have now the honour to submit to 
you, you will perceive not only, that it is the object of His Highness the 
Soubahdar to effect the removal of Meer Allum trom his present situauon, 
but that the ambition of Mahipat Ram has at length expired to the highest 

* office of the State 

0 

11 Under the supposition that the views of Mahipat Ram were 
confined to the attainment of an office, which though nominally subordinate 
to the minister, should render him an efficient agent of the Government, 
and that His Highness the Soobahdar would have been^ satisfied by the 
success of that arrangement I was strongly inclined to think that the eleva- 
tion of the Raja, would prove beneficial to the interests both of His 
Highness and of the Honourable Company’s Government and that the 
Raja ought therefore receive as large a portion of the countenance of the 
Resident, as it might be consistent with the maxims of your policy to ' 
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tfTord Hut T am dccidcdlj* of opinion ihit the inordimlc cxtcniion of hii 
Mcwt onrht not lo bu tncounccti b> llic I^nlijli Go\rrnmcnl and lliai ihc 
fLnnrk* nnd dtupii’c Mccr AUiim oufbt not to be accclcralcd bj Jbaf 
pimtr to \\Iin<c inlliuncc ind aupporl lie It indebted for hit cIcNation lo 
the oIBcc of IVinic Minuter 

12 U Mahipnt Uam Ind bct.n contented lo diiclnrcc the duties of 
Piolicar under the adminitiraiion of Mexr Alliini min> impo rant 
■idNantarct niikhi have Ivccn expected to result from the comncliilon of 
two men v.hoic talents utiulu and crin'idcralmn arc de^cidcdl} lupc'ior 
to those of am oilier person tn the ''late <»f lljdiiabad The apprchcniion 
which thcN uould mulinll) enlcrlain of the preponderance of each other 
uould render it the urgent and indispensable interest of both to conci'iatc 
tb ;,ood opinion of the nrilish (ioxtfnmcni. ns well ai that of ihcir own 
nmcdiaic •nve*rinn and we should be enabled lo preserxe our influence 
mmpaircd without the nccmii> of cxcrcislnc anv inxidioui decree of 
ntcrfercncc in the affatn of His llipliiicss the Soubahdar 

n If on the contrar) Raja Malnpat Ram should succeed in cflectrnR 
Oi rcmoxal of Mecr Allum and in oblaininjj for litmicff Die exercise of an 
nnli uited auihorit) at llxdcrahad I am tironeb inclined to apprehend 
that the Government of I (is Itiphnos the Souluiidar would be rend red 
nio c than ever a prc> to the extortion and eapaeii> of Moolusuddies and 
that our influence would natuniUx become precanouj. and Insecure It u 
pn liable tint Mahipit Ram would confine his sense of obhcation lo him 
alone on whose pleasure lie would depend for the mainienanic of his oowct 
and 1 am de'Cidedlx of opinion that tl Seconder Jali could ever nnd a 
minister on entire attachment and devotion he could implleill) rcl> (or the 
accomplishment for his purposes ii would become impossible for the 
IJritish Government to maintain even the original principles and obiects 
of ihe alliance without a constant and invidious interference in the internal 
nflairs of the administraiion at llvdcnibad and without cxittinR a decree 
of Jealous} and dissatisfaction in the mind of the Soubahdar, which it is 
on all accounts desirable to avoid 


Letter No 13 — ^Thc Resident Informs the Governor General how Raja 
Malilpat Ram had Inlrlcucd and won over Ihc Nizam and also 
influcrced the Prime Minister to retain him in the Capital as the 
Peshkar of the Prime Minister Meer Allum The arrangements 
made lo fill Malilpat Ram s place in Berar arc also refened lo 

From— T S'iDCNHAM RCSIorNT AT HYDERABAD 

To-THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 

Hyderabad ihc 3Ij( Jaiiuorv 1806 

Since the date of m> last oihcial address No 4 on active intrigue has 
been wmed on by Raja Mahipat Ram to cfTett his stay at this capital 
The Raja has more than once endeavoured to establish a pnvatc and 
separate communication with me through some of hit adherents and 
friends but I have considered it to be mv duty to resist in the most cxpliat 
terms any such clandestine correspondence I have not thought it proper 
to bCc any person who docs not come to the Rciidcncv in an open and 
ackowlcdgcd manner either from the boubahdar or the Prime Minuter 
and I have desired the Agents of Mahipat Ram to be told that I was 
perfectly indifferent towards their masters views or pretentions that my 
sentiments on all lubiccts connected vith my intercourse with this Govern 
ment had been and would contmuc to be communicated either to the 
Prince m person or his Minister and that I could not rccqgnltc any othtr 
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medium of communication with the Soubahdar but the acknowledged 
mmi&tcrs of His Highness’s Government 1 have desired the same answer 
lo be given to the Agents of Shegurooi Moolk, Chandu Lai and other 
persons who have sent private messages to me 

I But though I have stu'iouslv avoided anything like intervention 
or intercourse, m these intrigues, I ha\c not been inattentive to the prot.ecti- 
tion ot them and I therefore shall take the liberty to submit to your notice 
my view of those transactions, without presuming to suppose that my 
opinions which have not the advantage ot experience or accuiaie 
knowledge of character, can be very correct 

3. The ultimate views of the Raja have been fully developed in the 
correspondence of the late Acting Resident A short time before my arrival, 
those views tended decidedly openly, and mosi unequivocally to the 
removal of the present minister, and if all the Raja asserted could be 
depended upon, -t would appear that the Soubahdar himself was so 
dissaiished with his present minister as anxiously to vish that Raja Mahipat 
Ram should supplant and succeed him 

4 I have already stated to you in my official address (No 4) that I had 
perceived no symptoms of dissatisfaction between the Spubahdar and the 
Ministers, nor have I yet perceived any 1 have found both t^o Prince and 
the Minister courteous, cheerful and unrcscr\cd, and from neither of them 
have I received the most distant hint of distrust or dissatisfaction as long 
this appearance is maintained in public, and in my intercourse with the 
Court I do not consider it of much importance to ascertain what their rear 
feelings may be 

5 It would appear that since my arrival here, Raja Mahipat Ram has 
ostensibly changed his tone and intentions but he is said m private to 
indulge the same hopes of uJtimately supplanting the Prime Minister h 
IS evident that the only means he had of successtully accomplishing either 
the whole extent, or any of the intimcdiatef degree of nis ambitious views 
depended entirely on liis being permitted to remain at his capital, without 
condescending to advert to what might be the private views of the Raja, I 
thought It incumbent on me to propose his return to his station in Berar, for 
the purpose of superintending in person the necessary arrangements for the 
Security and Defence of that province My opinion was founded upon the 
arrangements, which had left the defence of that province to be prpvided 
for by this Government, and upon a conviction of the piopriety of the 
personal control over the province, of the officer, who was responsible for 
the safety" of it As the Raja had no arguments to urge against his resuming 
his personal command in Berar, he felt that jt would be necessary to bring 
his intrigues to bear upon the Minister, in such a way as might prevent the 
Minister from effecting his removal The Raja has already paid heavily 
for the influence which he possesses over the mind of the Soubahdar, and 
since my last meeting with the Minister his bribes have been profusely 
scattered through the city, and have it is said even found their way to the 
adherents of Meer Allum In particular he is said to have given Mooneer 
Ool Moollc two lacks of rupees , and though Mooneer Ool Moolk is the 
natural rival of Mahipat Ram, it is supposed that his jealousy has been 
overpowered bv so large a sum, and the promise of a future lecompense 

6 In this interval of constest and intrigues all public business appear- 
ed to be interrupted and as I was desirous to procure the information 
V’hich I had required, and the Minister had promised to furnish at our last 
meeting, I thought it proper to address a note to him, a copy and translation 
5f which forms an enclosure to this address I have the honour likewise 
to enclose translation of the Minister’s reply to my mote. 
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7 Soon oficr the receipt of m> note the Minlilcr had lonr private 
audience with the Soubnhdar end dunnj; the laitct part of it Mahtpai l(am 
nai present Die particulars of that meeting did not reach me hut it 
understood ihrourhout the cil>, that the SoubahJir had cTprciicd fjrcal 
anxicl>» that Mnhipat Kam should remain at the capital and that the 
Minister hod promised to cficct the boubahdar t wishes 

8 TIic follow me meht Raja boorr> Want tlic confidci tia! 
Mootosuddic of tlic Nlinistcr sud cnt> died and (his event wa* 'nstaiilly 
converted into a rironc argument for the detention of Mahinat Ham at 
Ihdcrabad It was iir^cd b> the Ka]a to the boubahdar that all the internal 
and Revenue concerns of the State had been manaticd for the Miiiutcrj by 
Soorcy Want and that m conpt.(iUcncc of that person s death the Minister 
would require a confidential aMnotcsiiddic to supply hii place The Raja 
oficred to act in that capacity and assured His Ilicline^i that his services at 
Hyderabad would be mucli more useful tnan they could be in Ucrar 

0 It may be rcadilv Imapmcd that Raja Mahipat Ram who is laca 
aous^ vigilant active and ricli and who was conscious that the success of all 
Ins views depended on lui being able to effect his detention at the capital 
would not fail to employ every resource of Intrigue which flow's from the 
rapacity and corruption of a court tike that of liyderabad On the other 
liand the Minister who is no personal favourite with the Soubahdar who 
unfortunately despises the influence of Mahal who with more justice than 
policy has an unfeigned contempt for the low anJ prollicatc compamoris of 
the Soubahdar who hat few friends and no active adiierents and whose 
infirmities have impaired the energy of nis character it scarcely cbic to 
cope with such an antigonist at Mahipat Ram It would appear that the 
Minister is himself perfectly conscious of his inadequacy to rcsiit the 
superior influence of Mahipat Ham. and being fearful of the result of a 
competition with him hat preferred conallaiing both the Soubahdar and 
the Raja by a ready and cheerful compliance with their wishes He a«uicd 
His Highness of hit anxiety to retain Mahipat Ram about himiclf for the 
purpose of supplying the place of the late Soorcy Want and he entered 
vwto a wTvttcn w\tH the to pTorviotc h\i views and protect 

his fortunes With respect to the province of Be»ar the Minister promised 
the Soubahdar to meet the Resident for the purpose of discussing some 
arrangement for the defence of the northern and western frontiers as might 
satisfy the British Government that the tranquillity of His Highness s 
dominion should be maintained undisturbed 

10 Such It the view which I am disposed td take of the whole of tins 
transaction from tlic best information which it has been in my power to 
procure It can scarcely be doubted but that the Minister would be butter 
pleased if Mahipat Ram had returned to Berar but It u probable that being 
wcfiry of further competition and being doubtful of the result of a contest 
he has preferred to reconcile rather than any longer to oppose their 
inte ests 

11 It was lately reported that Mahipat Ram would be immediately 
appointed Pcihkar to the Minuter Such an arrangement is not unlikely 
and perhaps may not be very distant But 1 have not received any official 
intimation of It 

12 Matters were in this State when by appointment I met the Minister 
at his house on the c'cning of the 27th instant The persons present were 
Mr Ure Moonecrool Moolk and Raja Mahipat Ram 

13 The Minister made a long speech to me m which he assured rae 
of hi8 solicitude to make every exertion and adopt every proner arrange- 
ment for the defence of Berar He agreed with me that there was no 
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person so capable of giving effect to those arrangements, as Mahipat Ram, 
but he observed that being himself prevented by (ns mfiimity from taking 
an active prat^ in the details of business, and having been deprived oi the 
assistance of Sooraj Want he was very anxious to procure the personal 
assistance of Mahipat Ram, of whom he spoke m terms of the highest praihi' 
He added that the Soubahdar was equally solicitous that this arrangement 
should take place, but had directed him to refer the whole question to me, 
and to be guided b> my opinion upon that subject, as well as upon every 
other connected with the mlercsts and welfare of his Government and 
country* 

14 I made suitable acknowledgments for the confidence, which the 
Soubahdar had been pleased to repose in my opinion I begged the 
Minister to assure the Soubihdar that every opinion which, on diis or any 
other occasion, I should take the liberty to offer, would proceed from the 
sincere interest and concern which the British Government felt for the 
repose and dignitv of the Asophia (s/c) State I liad suggested the return of 
Mahipat Ram to the province of Berar because 1 conceived his services 
rould in no other station be so usefully cmplotcd but if the Minister 
r. quired and the Soubahdar wished the presence of that officer at the 
capital. It appeared to me tha.t he ought to remain here, and I ended bv 
hoping the Minister and Mahipat Ram, would adopt some eflective 
arrangement for the defence of Berar 

15 Mahipat Ram then -made many protestations of his great attach- 
ment to the British Government, and be sought me to be assured that the 
province of Berar should not be exposed to an> dangers^from his absence, 
that he was a Mootcsuddie and no soldier and that as a Mootesuddie he 
could be nowhere* so useful to the State as at Hyderabad 

16 The Minister then asked me what arrangement I had to propose 
for the defence of Beiar, as His Highness had ordered every suggesti«''P of 
mine to be complied with I, replied that I thought the defence of the 
province should be entrusted to some lespcctablc Military Officer, who 
should be*invested with a general exclusive command over all the troops, 
and be held responsible for the security of the province The Minister con- 
curred in this, and asked me what officer ought to be entrusted with those 
powers I replied that the Minister must be better acquainted with the 
characters and merits of His H'ghness’s Officers than I could be, but that 1 
had heard Salabat Khan spoken of as a most respectable man, and an excel- 
lent officer, and he appeared to me to be quite worthy of the Chief Com- 
mand m Berar Mahipat Ram immediate Iv acceded to this and spoke of 
Salabat Khan in high terms of praise I likewise mentioned the name of 
Gulam Hyder Khan, as a very respectable officer, and after some conversa- 
tion between the Minister and Mahipat Ram, it was determined by them 
that Salabat Khan should be invested with the chief command of the troops 
in the- province, and that Guiam Hvder Khan and Soobhan Khan should, 
under Salabat Khan’s command in the eastern and western divisions of the 
province I observed that I hoped the Minister intended to invest tho.se 
officers with exclusive control over the troops, and not (o place them under 
the orders of the Talookdars of the province It would likewise be neces- 
sary that the troops should.be held in constant readiness for active field 
service as vigilance and activity would be distinctly emooweredf'^) to assume 
the chief personal command of all the troops whenever occasion m.ght 
require their ascerpbbng for field service f?) The Minister tgreed in the 
pT-op’-iety of all these sucf<?esliDns, and the drafts of the orders to Salabat 
Khan and the other two officers (a ropy of which I have seen) are precisely 
to the effect of those suggestions 
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17 The MinUtcr tM^hed to knou wlicilicr I nw in> ob^tchon to ihp 
cmplo>mcnl of Surcpui Uam the ncplicu of Maliipat Ram m the ccnrral 
KJiptrjntcudcncL of \m uncle > 1 alookclarcc 1 beared the Minjilcr dn 
(incil) to understand tint netiher on iliti nor an> other occasion did I 
v.ith to inllutncc the iclccimn of the olTicirs of Oo\crnmcni all that 
I vsni anxious to oUscr\c veai a ditpoMtion on the part of llis Uichncssi 
Cjo\(.rnmtnt to attend to the defence and fiecurit> of tlic northern frontier 
and ilu Mn*tnl tranciuilhu of the country in !u)th id s*lueb obicetj the 
Rntoh Gn\ernmcnt as a cfusc ally ol tin llighncis, was matcriall) 
intcrciicd 


(Portion after tld< mMnfl In the volume) 


f ctfer No 14 — Sjaicnham reports the details of a struMlc between Mccr 
Alliim Raja Mahlpat Ram and Raphnlani Kao to ffaln ascendancy 
a! the Court b> havint; the. confidence and support of the Niznm 
Tlic Resident Ihieu bis vcelRlit on flic side of Mccr Allum The 
RcRums RaRliotam Rao the Resident and certain notable persons 
supported the request of Mccr Allum for a rccondlbtlon hclvrccn 
him and the Mram on certain specific terms Thc> were ultlmatcl) 
accepted b> the Mzam after some evasion and wavcrlnR on the part 
of the latter The terms of the reconciliations form an enclosure 
to this iLltcr 

Iro\1-T S'^OrMlAM RHSIIM NT AT H’^DTRARAD 
ro-Tlir GOVI RNOR GCNTRAI 


n^iicrabati the 25//» Apnl I£06 

T ha\c dciflied addrcssins sou on the iubjeci of the arrancementJ 
which have for lomelimc past encroned the whole attention of thii Court 
in the dad> cxpcclation of heme able to report to >ou the termination and 
result of them Rut the coun els of the Soubahriar arc »o flucAatinR hi» 
mind hai been fo atilnt^d hs the opposing interests and esen the conten ins 
passions of the pcrioni who ha\c most influence o\cr hii mind and there 
nnt been such machinations and intrigue cmplojcd to interrupt a rcconciha 
tion from whirh none but proniCatcj'claincrs at the Court could lufTcr that 
I am now onl> luroriscd how the Minister could ha\e such \*nrious and 
ciimplicalcd dlfhciihici to the attainment of hii ju»t and reasonable wiihc* 

1 have howc\cr great latufactlon in reporting to >ou Hon"blc Sir that the 
Minister has at length succeeded In effecting a reconciliation with hii 
Sovereign not bv the low acts of briberv and corruption nor by the agita 
tion of depraved and factious intrigues but upon open avowed and honor 
able principles and b) inlcncnlion of the most dignified and rcjpcctable 
perjonaget at the Court 

2 I have likewise plcasu e in stiling that the reconciliation has been 
commenced carried on and finally effected without one act of interference 
on the part of the Rritish Resident I hav" several times as occasion 
rcquircT assisted the Minister with m> fcnlimcnts and advice I have 
sometimes had to keep him steadily to that palh of conduct which we had 
igrc'cd upon as (he most hktly to lead to the occomphshment of hii wishes 
Rut the Ministers measures with some few deviations which mn> be 
1 scribod to infirmitv and indolence and to the rooted habits of all Afiatc 
ftatesmen have been mainly ditmificd and tcmpciatc and such a* must do 
credit to the open and avowed support which I have been the meani of 
affording to him from the British Government, 
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3 I now proceed briefly to relate the rise, progress and termination 
of this transaction, in the hope that the nanative may tend to develop the 
state of parties of this court, with more fulness and greater detail, than 
I have yet had an opportunity of doing since my arrival at Hyderabad 

4, Almost ever since that period the Minister has pointed out to me 
m forcible terms, the total want of harmony and eflSciency in this Govern- 
ment, has described to me the evils which proceed from his want of suffi- 
cient powers, and has lamented the perveise and intractable disposition of 
the Soubahdar, who systematically opposes every arrangement for the con- 
duct of business and the benefit of the country That these evils do exist 
and that they are highly discreditable to the reputation and interests of the 
Soubahdar, is too evident to require proof or illustration But the object 
of the Minister in sedulously bringing before my notice evils, the 
existence of which I had never doubted seems to have been, to convince 
me of the necessity of his being invested with fuller powers, than lie at 
present possesses, and to impress upon my mind the policy of his being 
assisted by the British Government, in the attainment of those powers 
Indeed the Minister has not alwa 3 ’-s contented fiimself with permitting me 
to draw the obvious inference from his statements and reasonings but has 
twic^ unequivocally asked me to obtain for him the same plenary power 
with which his predecessor was invested by the late and present Soubahdar 
of tfie Ueccan 

5 On all occasions when such conversation nas passed, either between 
ourselves, or through the medium of his Moonshy, I have candidly told 
him that I hal observed and lamented, that he enjoyed so little confidence 
and that his exercise of the usual powers of his high station, should be so 
often restricted by the Soubahdar himself or thwarted by the injurious 
intrigues of the persons, who surround the Soubahdar I have as frankly 
declared to him, that I was at all times read> to afford to him that degree 
of open and avowed support, that was consistent with the relations subsist- 
ing between the two Governments, but that I could do no more, and that 
with regard to His Highness the Soubahdar, I could exercise no other 
influence than'suc^ as might proceed from mv sentiments and opinion on 
all subj’ecft connected with the agreement of our combined interests I 
have likewise observed to him that it appeared to me, that the want of 
, power of which the Minister complained was m fact want of confidence 
This object, therefore, ought to acquire that confidence And the iiiode 
of acquiring it, appeared to me to be 4o conciliate the Soubahdar through 
the intervention of such respectable persons as were lately to influence has 
feelings to act openly, consistently and firmly to place his condition 'not 
only above reproach, but above misconstruction to seize every occasion of 
giving the Soubahdar sound advice, in temperate and respectful terms and 
in short to exert that influence which wisdom and experience must always 
m the end acquire over folly and weakness 

6 To this and similar advice the Minister has always^ replied that the 
Soubahdar is too weak and ignorant and too obstinate to be influenced by 
sudi a mode of conduct with a person of sense, discrimination and virtue 
Ruch a procedure could not fail of succees, but the Soubahdar was in- 
accessible to good advice and proper feelings, all his habits were low and 
depraved, his companions loose and profligate, his advisers short-sighted 
and evil-minded and his own character fickle, capricious, suspicious and 
perverse 

7 I have observed that admitting this to be a true description of the 
state of things. I saw no other probable remedy ta the evil which he had so 
forcibly described but the adootion of the plan, I had suggested We had 
vet no right to assume that the Soubahdar was incapable of reconciliation 
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for lucli a tjjtcm of conciliation ai I had iupecitcd had never yet been 
fair!) attcmplcd nnd fcdnlout'!) fo1Io\ cd I admitted there Nverc »criou5 
obstacles to the success of tlic plan I had proposed, but until It ^cre tried 
and hnd failed wt could not infer thni it v,ai impracticable The Mir Ins 
replied that he did not mein to assert that the Soubalidir could nor be 
conciliatcil but that he un on!) to be conciliated b) such means ni he 
could not m honour adopt Hajotim Rao conciliated the Soubahdar h) 
abusing the Companv md b) fee lint? him vith delusive hopes <( shaking 
oh the alliance ind h> wild phns of a pcntnl confcdcracv to exterminate 
tlic British mlion from India Mahipal Ram could conciliate the 

Soubalidir b) promises of extortion and mpacit) to fill the trcasiir) at the 
expense of the counirv ind b) political phns which though not to absurd 
and wild ii tlio«c of Rapottm R^'o certain!) intended the British Govern 
ment no good Hit Mir raid that it was to he supposed those persons 
roallv intended ill the) so boldl) promised he onl) meant to show tint it 
wish) such meins the) had acquired an influence over the Soubahdar 
weak md credulous inmdj Ragolim Rao to a greater degree than Mahipat 
Ram perhaps in proportion to the superior cxtrivigance of hii schemes 
% 

8 Althougli I could not deny the force of some of the Ministers 
arguments although I knew the lamentable habits and disposition of the 
Soubahdar mu tlic unwarrantable means b> which several persons have 
ae*quircd great influence over ht^ mind I persisted in holding the same 
language anJ as often as m) opinion and advice have been required 

I have uniforml) reeemmended a sviicm of roncilntion The Minister 
fppeircd grnduall) to consent to the proprictv df m) advice and expressed 
nib resolution to cmplo) ever) means in his power to conciliate the 
Soubahdar and to acquire his confidence ano support 

9 ith (his view the Minister paid assiduous court to the Begums 
(Buchihe Bagum nnd S)ncatoo Nissa Begum) To them and to UmjeJool 
Moolk and Ilitisamool Mooik two of the most respectable persons about 
the boubihdar the Minister took every opryartunir) to describe the very 
incfiicicnt and distrcdiliblc state of the Govrrrmcni and to complain of 
the unmerited neglect of the boubihdar and of the syittmatic opposition 
which from «omc secret quarter was exerted against all his measures and 

f iropositions At the same time (his querulous tone was prudent!) quali 
ied by an expression of his earnest solicitutc to obtain the favour and 
confidence of the Soubahdar andjo render himself acceptable to His 
Highness b) the most jealous and*imparlial dlscliargc of his duty Thw'' 
representations were listened to, and the msticc of them acknowledged both 
by the Begums and Umiidool Moolk and Ihtisamool Moolk founded as thev 
were on truth and proceeding from a person who would naturall) command 
respect and attention they made a considerable impression on the persons 
to whom thev were addressed reflecting and disinterested person 

must be icniible of the impropriety of the Soubahdar treating the Minister 
with neglect and sometime with studied indignilv and of being led away 
by the advice and opinion of such min as Mahipat Ram and Ismail Yar 
Jung That Amjidool Moolk and Ililisaraool Moolk should participate In 
the Minister s feelings nnd should prefer to add authority placed m the 
hands of Mecr Allum rather than in those of Mahipat Ram is not sur 
prising but it must be ncccsfai^ to account for the change in the sentiments 
of the Be^ms and for the lively interest which they have taken In favour 
of the Minister 

10 I have already noticed in a former address that Ragotim Rao 
possessed a predomment mfluence over the Mahal and was exerting that 
influence to the prejudice of Mahipat Ram The Begums who are guided 
by Ragotim Rao have for sometime past been mcenied at thb control 
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which Mahipat Ram exercised over the mind of the Soubahdar for It must 
be confessed that Mahipat Ram has not been very scrupulous or modest in 
the exercise of his power ,Mahipat Ram is aware of these stntimenis and 
of the quarter from which they procee ed endeavoured to procure the good 
will and support of Ragotim Rao, but Ragotim Rao has constantly evaded 
j combination of their interests and as actively employed all his influence 
to lessen that of Mahipat Ram When Mahipat Ram found it impossible 
to effect a coalition of his interests with those of Ragotim Rao, he became 
bolder in his opposition against the Begums and^ placed his influence in 
open competition against that of Ragotim Rao From these circumstances 
it IS easy to imagine that the Begums would be disposed to listen to the 
remonstrances of the Minister against the secret influence of Mahipat Ram , 
and would be solicitous to promote a reconciliation between the Minister 
and the Soubahdar of which the object and the effect woul i be the exclu- 
sion of that influence which was as unpleasant to the Begums as it was 
injurious to the Minister 

11 The Begums although they could not render the Soubahdar hostile 

to Mahipat Ram, succeeded in destroying a great share of the Raja’s influ- 
ence ap 1 at the same time they neglected no opportunity of disposing 
His Highness’s mind towards the Minister and preparing His Highness for 
a reconciliation with him After much intercourse and many messageb 
between His Hjghness and the Minister, it was agreed upon that the 
Minister should prepare a Wajibool Arz, in which he was to state what he 
required, and to which the Soubahdar was to write such replies as should 
be considered a deed of reconciliation, a promise of future confidence and 
support, and a sanction to such arrangements as the Minister should pro- 
pose for the good of the State ^ 

12 The Minister immediately prepared a Wajibool Arzee, and sug- 
gested the replies which he was desirous to procuie from the Soubahdar 
As an earnest of His Highness’s future intention towards him I have the 
honour to enclose a copy and translation of that pa'per, which appeared to 
me to be drawn up with great good sense and to comprehend every object 
which might justly be accepted by the Minister It contains such assurances 
as are calculated to conciliate the Soubahdar, ’t provided for the nomination 
on the part of the Minister of Paishkar and Minister for English affairs, it 
goes to prevent future misunderstanding, and in short places the Minister 
on that footing which is usual in most states, and is necessary to the effi- 
ciency of the administration without confening upon him anv powers that 
might excite the suspicious of the Prince or the jealously of the other 
officers of the Government 

13 When the Begums carried the Wajibool Arz to the Soubahdar 
His Highness expiessed great respect and regard for the Minister and said 
he entirely approved both of the several articles of request and of the 
replies which had been suggested to them. His Highness likewuse delibe- 
rately promise-^ to return the paper m a few hours to the Minister duly 
signed and ratified The Begums foreseeing that Mahipat Ram, Ismail Yar 
Jung, and the companions of the Soubahdar would exert all their influence 
to prevent the paper being signed endeavoured to prevail upon His High- 
ness to ratify it immediately, but His Highness pertinaciously refused to 
comply with this solicitation As soon as the Begums had left him he sent 
for Mahipat Ram and Ismail Yar Jung and consulted with them and he 
likewise sent a copy of the Waubool Arz to Ragotim Rao and require'^ his 
opinion respecting the propriety of makmg the replies which the Minister 
had suggested It is .understood that Ragotim^ Rao replied that ne saw 
nothing in these replies which the Soubahdar might not sanction with great 
propriety and safety But Mahipat Ram and Ismail Yar Jung employed 

41 



31-1 


c\crj irRumcnt lo nlarm the crcdutoiu mind of llic Soiibahdir and to pre 
\cnt III! IlichnLts troni nljf>in;. Hie p-pcf A Moicnt conteit then took 
pl-iCL bctNswtn llie imt parllu and at length jslahipai Kam tucc^-^kd m 
pcrsua^inc t!ic Snubahdjr lo alitr llic pfopo<cd nplict and lo male plhci's 
in jucli L<ini\oc3l itrin* lo fender llic dociinunt comp!clc!> nupafory 
When the paper thui. altered v.3» tent lo the Minister lie rejected it v.ith 
bcconiin;; temper and dipnilj lie obsentd tliat it isas b} no niujnj hi’ 
\Mih lo obtain from IIi5 iliLhnc % nn> ascuranct vhicli did not xoluiilarilj 
and delibcr3tcl> flow from llii lliUmcjs hut that If lUt Hichne^s wen. 
sincerelj dc irous lo rutort liarmon> and confidence to llic (josernment 
It v.ai requisite that the \\ apbuo! Arz should he ratified in the erms that 
he had oriRinallj •u'tpcticcl h be amc acain a conlcsl in the palace 
whether the Wajihool Arz.slunild be an wered in the original terms or not 
and the Soubalidar from da) to di> fluctuated lielwccn the contending 
countcU of the t\ o parlies Ici ilus dtfTicuU) Hit applied to 

Umjcdool Moolk the uncle of Shumool Omrah one ol the morr rtspcci 
able Omrah at Court and on who c nitachment and luditmcnl IIis Iliph 
ness places (treat reliance Amitdool Moolk williout nesilation strenuous 
i) frif) adMSed the bnuhalidar lo raid) the Wajibool Arz and commented 
with (treat freedom on (he intrigues b> which Mis Ilntiincsss mind was 
penerted The Souhahdar still undetermined required the pdvicc of 
Ihtiiamool Moolk who warmly supported the i\lmis cr an d scufscd at 
full lenitih llic nurit of the Wajihool Arz It became at last evident than 
the rohlar) and interested voice of Mahipat Ram could not he oppo«cd to 
the advice of the Ilc^tums and such persons ai Umjcdool Moolk and Ihtisa 
mool Moolk for even to the mind of the Souhahdar it rouid never occur 
that these persons would deliberate!) advise llis Hiphncts to an> indiiTcct 
or dangerous measure Wif n Mahinat Ram diicovcrcd that lhc,Soubahdar 
bent toward’ the Minister he immcmitcl) cinnged the ground Mnd advised 
the Souhahdar to ratify the Wijibool Arz with as much warmth as he had 
displa>cd in adfisinB the Soubihdar against the measure this step 
Malupal Ram thought he should rc*commcnd himself to the Minister and 
With lingular impuilcncc claimed the support and fricndshio of the Minirtcr 
for Ins Important KrviceT in the Ministers favour But Mccr Allum who 
through the whole of these c\traordlnpr> and absurd procccdinto prcrc'vcd 
an admirable iiniformitv consistent) and moderation of conduct rcje'ctcd 
the overture* of MnUipal Rim with proper dirdam and unequivocal!) told 
him that he cqunll) despised both In* friendship and his enmit) 

14 Mahipat Ram now tommenced an active and extensive intrigue to 
obtain llic Paisnkari and I have no doubt that had his conduct been mode 
ratcly fair and prudent he would have succeeded m llic accomplishment of 
his object But his intrigues were so complicated he was detected In so 
many contradictions and he tried his strength so bo!dl> and in<oIcnfI> 
apamst all dc cnptions of persons that he either incensed or forfeited the 
support of all parties He adopted on cxncdicncv which however aitfull) 
contrived completely failed of success When the Souhahdar had solemnly 
promised to sign the Wajihool Ar7 and Ind required the attendance of tlie 
Minister to receive from His Highness s hands that document properly 
oil hcDtif^ted he orev ailed upon the Souhahdar to sloop to an artince from 
which Mahipjt Ram cspcclcd complete success before the Minuter was 
ocrmifted to approach the Soiibabdar He was abruptl) asked v horn he 
mtended to Tccommcnd fot the Palshkaii the Mimster replied with grcai 
pic*ence of rnmd that he was not sent for to propose that measure but to 
rcLCive the Wai bool Arz he was then told that the Souhahdar wished Mm 
to recommend Ragotim. Rao the Minister in^tantlv answered at Mahioat 
R m exoected th^t there were in urmountable obicctions to the appoint 
ment of Ragotim Rao to tf>e Pa hkarl He was afterwards told that the 
Souhahdar would be pleased If Mahipat Ram were recommended lo this 
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the Minister replied that he would never submit to recommend a person 
by whom both himselt and the Soubahdjr nad been grossly deceived and 
who held forfeited nil chims to his confidence and support The Mir was 
then taken to the Soub ihdar, who received the Minister with great atten- 
tion, asked him many questions concerning hib health, but never men- 
tioned the Waiibool Arz When the Mir returned to his house diS' 
appointcl and hurt at the low aitifice to which the Soiibalidar had per' 
mittcd hini'^tlf to be made a parly he adaics‘'cd a spirited Arzee to the 
i^cgunis on which ho complained or t.'ie treatment he had received and o£ 
the absolute violation of (he Soubalidai’s ‘:o!emn promises and said that as 
ho perCcivcd His Highness was resolved to avoid a rcconoiliation he should 
ne\cr again obtrude his wish upon the notice of his sovereign but content 
himself with the zealous and faithful discharge of his duty under all the un- 
pleasant and distressing circumstances in which ho was placed 

15 The Soiibnhdar was at length made sensible of the inconsistency of 
Mahipat Ram's conduct and of the propnetv of being reconciled to a 
hlmister who had conducted himself under very trving circumstances, with 
such uniform moderation and respect His Highness sent very appro- 
priate message to the Minister expressive of nis immediate intention to 
repose that confidence in him which the Minister had required and soon 
afterwards transmitted to him the Wajibool Arz properly signed, and 
authenticated by the hands of Ihtisamool Moolk 

16 As soon as this circumstance w'as made public the^ principal 
Omfahs of the Court and manv other persons waited on the Minister pre 

^ sented Nuzera of congratulation, and klicilatcd him upon the happy 
reconciliation with his Prince 

17 The unavoidable length to which his address has been drawn 
induces me to postpone any observations on the subject of it to another 
opportujiity In the mean while I have great satisfaction in reporting that 
a considerable improvement is already manifested m the general state of 
the Government Raja Mahipat Ram has been ordered to his station in 
Berar, and has received his audience of leave both from the Soubahdar*and 
the Minister I am assured that the Soubahdar has expressed his leadiness 
to confer the appointment of Paishkai on Raja Chandoo Lall and if under 
the present fortunate change of circumsrances, the Minister should siioceed 
in gaming the confidence of the Soubahdar 1 hav^e no doubt that the 
Government will assume more harmony activity and efficiency than it has 
hitherto possessed since the accession of the present Soubahdar 

Translation oj WajibooJ Arz ichich Meet Alhnn snhnntied to His Highness 
the Souhahdai and oj fha replies winch His Highness was pleased to 
give in his own hand to the several articles of that papci , on the 1st oj 
April 1805 

Article Isi — 

Your seivant has submitted the several >-equests of his Wajibool Arz to 
your gracious notice, with the hope, that in your being goodness, they 
may he ratified by the hand of Your H'ghness that by the divine assistance 
the mmd of Your Highness di^burthened of the cares of business, may be 
engaged m the suppoit of the honour and the dignity of your throne, and 
in the undisturbed enjoyment of all your wishes,'^ and that it may be 
relieved from all anxiety and fear of the internal and extern al enemies ol 
your State 

Answer — 

/ 

Praise be to God that my mind reposes the most implicit confidence r 
*hat object descendant of the prophet, let him also feel perfectly us'^ured 


✓ 


V 
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Atilfic 2ni/— 

Ai jour if fnlilifullj nttnchcd to *^oiir lllithncii nnd at the 

arranucmcnl ol iW atTiiri, omJ the Incrcaic o{ the »plcndcr and the projnc 
nlj of Sour HiRlincf!i s Stale art the oblcct« of Itii most earnest soliciiudc 
jour servant is hopeful from jour favour and kindness that his rcprcscnti 
tioni on all malKrs rchiinu to iht counlrj its finances and Its Military 
establishment, vsill be approved without itnrccefvary altcralloni and that 
all whicli iliall be performed and nccomplijhcd will bv ralifud 
/lnr,.fT— 

All that shall he done hv that lojil person tor the Qovernment of the 
State will be approved 
‘Irfic/c 3rd — 

Tlic duties of fimnee and of the Military tstablishmcnt arc by the 
bIcssmR of God eittcnsivc It will he dilTicult that tlicj should be properly 
conoucted without the arpoinlmcnt of i Paivhlir accordinr to nncicni 
eustom I trust from ^our lllchncsi that that appomtmLni will be con 
ferred on some one who cniovs the confidence both of ^ Jur U»Rhnc«s and 
jour servant, and that he will be lionourcd with the Khcllaat of Investitures 

Atincer — 

Let a person be recommended from amonnst the confidential sub eels 
of the State 
Article ^Ih — 

It IS necesvarj that a person who is connected with mjiclf and on whore 
fccrccp reliance can be placed should be appointed to convev mj repre- 
fcntations to ^our IIiRhncss and to transact business with the British 
Resident I am hopeful that a penon whom I shalf select will receive that 
appointment 

Annrer — 

Let a p<^non be thought of and mentioned to me 
Article 5th — 

Let not the insinuation of interested persons be listened to wnhoul 
bcinc substantiated and if anj* one should make rcprctcnlations to "^oui 
Highnc*!. let him be iinmcdiatclj confrontd with me in order that the 
truth or falsehood of such person maj be made apparent to ^ ou Highness 
and that no suspicion or doubt should be cniertaintd in the mmd either 
of Your Highness or of jour servant 
Ansi..CT — 

Certainly 

True translation 


Letter No- 15 -^\*d^ham re^ris at lenglh what transpired at the Court 
before Raja Mahlpat Ram could be ordered to Berar and wliat 
wnversatlori he had with the Rala when he came to see him before 
Vf * * Chandulal had been appointed Peshkar to 

Meer AUum and was dolnfl his duty well 

From-T STOENHAM resident at HYDERABAD 
To-THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Hyderabad the 15[/i Uaj 1806 
In m> address No 10 I narrated the progress and fcrmination of the 
measure which had been adopted bv the Minisrcr to effect a reconcilia 
tion with His Highness the Soubnh'*ar The immediate effect of that 
reconcilmtion was the removal of Raja Mahipat Ram from Hyderabad to 
bii station in Berar ^ 
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2 It is easy to imagine from all that had previously passed, that the 
influence, or rather the control of Mahipat Ram, over the mind of the 
Soubahdarj must have been considerably diminished, indeed nothing but 
that circumstance could have enabled the Minister to succeed m the 
accomnlishment of his wishes It might naturally be expected that the 
first exercise, which the Minister would make of his newly acquired 
influence, woulJ be the removal of Mahipat Ram from Hyderabad, for it 
was'evident ihat the reconciliation would be insecure, whilst that person 
remained in the city to overturn or at least to impede the operation of the 
arrangement which had been so happily effected in opposition to his 
wishes 

3 When Mahipat Ram found that the Wajibool Arz had been signed 
and ratified in spite of his most active opposition, and expensive intrigue, 
and that the Paishkari was likely to be conferred upon another person, in 
opposition to his declared pretentions to that office, he exerted himself to 
prevent his removal from Hy-^erabad, trusting to the fluctuating interests 
of the Durbar and the vacillating disposition of the Soubahdar to regain 
his former influence, expecting that he would at least be able to prevent the 
appiontment of a Paishkar and hoping that some occasion would soon 
occur to excite the displeasure or suspicions of the Soubahdar against the 
"Minister 

4 The first step which the Minister took to effect the removal of 
Mahipat Ram was to submit Arzee to the Soubahdar, in which he pointed 
out the propriety of Mahipat Ram’s return to his sration in person and 
requested permission to issue orders for that purpose to the Raja 

5 His Highness sent foi the Raja, showed him the Minister’s 
Arzee, and told him it was proper that he shouH prepare himself for the 
journey to Berar The Raja offered many* excuses, employed every 
arguments to prevail on His Highness to allow him to remain at the 
capital, and asserted that the British Rcbident was now desirous that he 
should not quit Hyderabad The Soubahdar, litll'^ surprized at this 
asseriion enquired what grounds he had to suppose that the Resident was 
desirous that he should remain at Hyderabad Mahipat Ram replied that 
on the Resident’s arrival, the Resident had certainly recommended that 
he should be ordered to Berar, but had afterwards expressed his con- 
currence to his remaining at Hyderabad' The Soubahdar answered that 
the Resident had done so, because he found that' neither His Highness 
himself or the Minister wushed Mahipat Ram to leave Hyderabad, but 
that was no proof that the Resident was no longer desirous that his 
original proposal should not be earned into effect The Raia replied 
that if His Highness would send to the Resident >to say that His Highness 
required Mahipat Ram’s detention at Hyderabad, the Resident would not 
object to it The Soubahdar said that the Resident would certainly not 
object to it under that circumstance, but that he would not express a wish 
on the subject, and would by that means ascertain what the Resident’s 
real sentiments were His Highness in consequence accordingly sent o 
the Minister to desire that my opinion should be taken respecting the 
propriety of Mahipat Ram’s return to Berar 

6 In consequence of an invitation from the Minister I called upon 
him and he communicated to me the purport of the Souhah^ar’s message 
I replied that I had held and expies'^ed onlv the opinion respecting the pro- 
priety of Mahipat Ram’s return to his station in Berar, but that T had not 
pressed that point as both His Highness and the Minister, ostei‘;ibly, 
required his remaining a't the capital I had not how'ever changed mv 
opinion and I still recommended that Mahipat Ram should return to 
Berar, 
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7 TIic ^cpl^ IiaMtir been jubmlKcd HU Ilifirncu Jbe Soubabdar 
rent (or N\ah»pat Rnm and cnmm\m;fiut! to !dm m> rcpl> Mahipat Ram 
ob>tr\cd lint no nlnncc could ht pUced on n \crbil rcfl) ndiicli waj 
rent throimli llic MnuMir ns the Minuter woulil of cour c con%cri it to 
Ills o\Nn ptirpojc The Snuliabdar tbin propo cd undinjt ibc Arz Hepte 
nnd llilisaniool Mcolk to ntc nport ni> scnlimcnti on the subject* and I 
\ as ltd to expect n \iAit front tlio c fcntlcmcn But Mnbipai Ram 
meccfitd lint I fluuild be dcMrtd to stale opinion on paper -nd Ibc 
Nlmitltrs Moniulut atcordinrU ' iltd upt n me for ilic ptirpfr- of 
(vbiatnini* a note to the same tfftct as m> former acrlnl rcpl> to ibc 
Niinutcr I inimcdnlcl) dictated n note and sent il b> the Moondirc to 
tilt Minirtcr h\ uliom it \ as sultmittcd to ibc Soubahdar I liast the 
honour to cnefrt i. for )our nntjcc a cop> and Irandaljon of ibat note 

b Ills llii,lin(ts after pertuim in> nolcobjcracd ibal bi appro\cd of 
nn re commcndaiion and iniiitdiaitK announitd bii Inlcnlion of order 
iri, Malupal Ram lo Berar 

9 1 base alrtad) bad ibt honour lo ctiinaint >ou In m> address 
No 11 s lib ufnt pa sed iKiuttn Ilia nis.liness and in>fc!f rclatise to the 
departure of Mahipai (earn and io '•nnoiinec lo jou that Mahipat Rnm sTa» 
to call upon me prc\iou>K to hi$ departure 

10 Tilt Rnja came to mt accompanied by lhatiepmool Moolk and 
Moonsbl All and 1 sball no's proceed lo report what passed on the 
occasion 

11 The Raja firt endeavoured to palliate his conduct durlnij the 
procrtis of the, late neCociations and in mualcd that lilt favourable result 
of It was in a preat measure owing to his zealous exertions and the sinpc 
rilv of his atiaehmcnl both Jo the Soubahdar and the Meer But 1 
interupttd the Raja and told him that I did not wi>li to efilcr info m> 
retrospect of hi* conduci and v oiild bt belter plcarcd to liear vrhat be 
intended to do hertaf^r Tbe Kaja appeared relieved b> this observation 
and maelt the mofl fervent at urance* of hii fidtldv to hit. sovereign ol 
hia flitachmcnt to the Unii h Government and of Ins perfect 5cn«e of the 
important advanfarc* to ihe State from the alliance with the Bnlit^h Gov 
ernment He then laid that he was going to Berar in obedience to the 
order* of the Minister but was alarmed that during hU absence the 
Minister would ht prcvaiktl upon b\ Interested persons to deprive, him of 
his situation in Berar and reduce him to po\crl> and disgrace I icplml 
that 1 vns happv he was about to return lo Berar bccau c he had rtccived 
an important and extensive trust In that province which it was his dut> to 
rupenntend in person and that I tlxjueht he evinced his fidchtv and zeal 
much more b> returning' to hi* station m Birar than bv remaining at 
H)dcrahad in the pursuit of object distinct from tlio*c of his public dutj 

I said that he did the Ministir great mjii>ticc bj supposing he entertained a 
personal animnsitj- a'^ain t h m nr would pur uc him with inch rancour of 
l>crsonaI cnmit> as to cnrivt him of Ins ituatlon while he cortmiicd P 
do the duties of It viih fidchtv zeal and acimt> Then looking towards 
Moonshi All I t^id that I believed I could tape it upon m\<clf *o aSTiire 
him that the Mini ter cniert incd no si eh d'^icni and woull i pport Iiim 
ns long at he commut'd to do his dutv The Moonsbi mimcdiateiv repented 
the assurances vvhich I had previously made The Raja then addre red me 
in the most submissive manner and cxprcs:*ed bis hope that 1 was not 
oflendcd with him ind would hcr»*aftcr a sipt him bv mv countenance and 
influence I assured the Raia in the mo t unequivocal terms that 1 ntver 
!'ad nor could have cnkrtaincd nnv pcrtnnal ammo ifv lowi dc him or 
any other servant of the Government Tint as a puohc Minist'^r mv 
opinion of him should be entirely regulated b> what I ahguld team of his 
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future conduct in Berar Mahipat Ram asked me what he could do in 
Ber?t to obtain the favouiable opinion of the British Government I replied 
that I advised him to maintain the troops m Berar on their present footing 
to keep them distributed in the mannei which had been proposed by 
Colonels Wallace and Lang, to pay them their full pay regulaily and to 
oblige them to be vigilent and constantly prepared'for service With respect 
to the country, I advised him to promote its agriculture and commerce, 
and not to seek for reputation in Court by increasing the revenues by 
exactions, contributions and other oppressive measures which filled the 
Treasuiy at the expense of the count! y and must in the end impoverish and 
desolate it I should expect that under good management, the country 
would soon impro\e, and be ab'e at all times to furnish the most abundant 
supplies to our armies in the event of the future war I particularly called 
his attention to this point, and should expect that at a short notice abundant 
supplies would be stored at anv station, which might be determined upon 
and that the contingent of His Highness’s troops in good condition and 
proper equipment would at all times be ready to ]om the British Army 
1 added that I could not forego the present occasion to caution him as a 
friend against the pursuit of objects inconsistent with his duty, and I strongly 
reprobated the agitation of factious intrigues and all corresponderte of i 
clandestine nature to interrupt the harmony which at present happily sub- 
sisted in this Government To this discourse the^Raja listened with sub- 
missive attention, and gave myself, Ihtisamool Moolk and Moonshi Ah, the 
most solemn assurances of hrs determination to do his duty m such a way, 
as he trusted would be acceptable to all parties* He then thanked me for 
mv advice of which he admitted the justice and to which he promised the 
most implicit and constant attention 

12 I, afterwards addressed myself to Ihtisamool Moolk and paid him 
suitable compliments on the occasion of his first visit to me I spoke to 
him of His Highness the Soubahdar in flattering terms, commented on the 
important advantages which had occurred to both State*^ from the intimate 
lilliance which subsisted between them and aSsured him of the sincere interest 
that I personally took in the prosperity, dignity and honour to His Highness 
the Soubahdar 

13 Ihtisamool Moolk made a long and elaborate reply, m which he 
displayed considerable historical knowledge, and expressed himself with 
uncommon freedom He observed that it was not until the conclusion of 
the present alliance that the dominions of the Nizam had enj'ovcd any 
ease or tranquillity or that the authority of the Printe had been properly 
established and respected He said that the present Soubahdar ha 1 <r good 
disposition but was inexperienced, and required continual advice and 
guidance, that he was too often led awav by the insinuations of low and 
evil-minded persons, but that he trusted the period would soon arrive when 
he would be directed bv the advice of faithful and disinterested counsellors 

14 We afterwards conversed on many indifferent topics and Raja 
Mahipat Ram' and Ihtisamool Moolk went away apparently much pleosed 
with what had passed during the visit 

15 I have the honour to acquaint y’^ou that Raja Chundoo Lai has 
leceived thie appointment of Paishkar to the Dewan, and has ent^ered on 
the duties of that station with considerable zeal and activity I have only 
seen Raja Chandoo Lai once and that merely by accident near the 
Durbar, but I have heard from all quarters the most favourable rhmacter 
of him' He is represented to be a faithful, honest public servant, and a 
liberal, generous charitable man and I am told that he is favourably 
inclined to the British interests, and he appears to be generally respected 
and believed throughout the city 
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16 Since RnjT Chindoo I nl hn» rccci\cd charpe of Ins itailon he hni 
applied himscU crcit induitr> to brinR up the lica\'> arrcar* v.!uch had 
nken place in tlic Ucxenue Department nnd ii acii\cl> cmp]o>cd in brinj; 
inn li»3t department into rcpular order lie liold^ -o rcpular Cuiclicrcc in 
the NliniKtcr i Ilotifc rcctivci nil hu order# from the Mniiktir liimtcli and 
nifikcs lilt reports tuicc a da> to Hit llirlinct^ the Soubah or In short 
there is at Icnnth tome appeannet of rcrularil) and f>ttcm in the Govern 
mcnl the Minister himself is cn^ncvd in public buiintit and all the 
subordinate olTiccrt ul the admtnistralion arc compelled to adhere to their 
rcipcctivc duties 

17 Unjn Clnndoo I al appears to be fnvourabl) received b> the 
Soubahdar v.ho Ind paid more attention to the affnirs of Government 
uiihiii ihcic fcv. da>s. than he has done since his arrival at H>dcral>3l 

18 I He liinhncss has spent a few da}s al a pardon near ihc^cil) 
where he vvai attended h\ all the principal Omrahs of the Court, the 
Minister and Haja Chandoo IjI Ills Iliphnc'S inspected the creat work 
winch the Minister has laid) completed to bnnp water into the cit) and 
on that occasion received Nuzurs from the Officers of Admimstratiun and 
bestowed the highest praise on the Minister for the accomplishment of so 
useful and difficult work 

19 How (unR this favourable diiposition and tone will last It would 
be imprudent for an) person who know** the character of tins Court to 
nrognuiticatc but it appears evident to ni} mind that it now depends on 
His HiRhneis himself to restore to Ins Government that harmony cffici 
cney and vigour of which ii has so long been deprived 


Translation oj a noli /rom Ccptani Sydenham to l/ic il/tn«(cr 

I Iiavc alrcad) succcstcd to >ou both personall) and in writing that it 
was for the benchi ot the State that Raja Mahipai Ram should return to 
Berar But hitherto that arrangement has not taken place anJ in eonse 
qucncc of what >ou said upon that subject 1 did not press the arrangement 
but itlll I am of opinion tint the proper re'gulation of the province of 
Berar cannot be secured without the presence of the Raja I therefore 
a^in suggest to >ou that 1 shall not be pati^ficd of thw scvmrit) of His 
Highness I interest in Berar without the Raja returns to hii statioi in 
that province M> motive for again bringing this subject under >our 
attention is the sincere interest which lake in the wcllfarc of this State 
Indeed from the intimac) of our ollnncc I consider every benefit to His 
Highness 8 Government as a (Indistinct) to the British Government and 
I therefore have ogam addressed you on this lubjict 

A true copy 

CHARLEb RUSSEI L 


Letter No IG —Sydenham reports the dcvTloproents that had taken pbee 
after pic departure of Rala Mahlpat Ram Tlie Minister and bis 
PeshVar were examining Berar revenues to detect defalcations by 
^Ja T^e Resident suggests the method of organizing the 
Sllledar Kstabllshment In Berar that w’ould ensure Its efficiency 

From— T SYDENHAM RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD 
To— THE GOVERNOR GENERAL FORT WILLIAM 

Hyderabad the 31i( May 1806 
Nothing of any importance has occurred at this court since I last had 
the honour to address you 



321 


2 It IS reported to me that His Highness the Soubahdar enjoys excel- 
lent spirits and appears to be relieved from that anxiety, and alarm, under 
which he had laboured for sometime past, and which I always attributed 
to the absurd impressions that he received from the factious persons about 
him 

3 Raja Chandoo Lall is steadily and actively engaged in the duties 
of hi8 olfice, m the discharge of which he is strenuously supported by the 
Minister Some changes in the revenue department have always been effect- 
ed and some public defaulters removed from their districts, which have 
been conferred on more worthy persons 

4. It is supposed that the Minister and Chandoo Lall are examining 
the accounts ot Raja Mahipat Ram, whose influence at Court had before 
prevented the regular examination and form audit of his accounts It is 
generally believed that a considerable balance will be authenticated 
against the Raja I have reason to imagine that this will be the case from 
two circumstances, which come to my knowledge sometime ago, but which 
I did not consider of sufficient importance to be obtruded on yotir notice 
One is that Raja Ragotim Rao about six weeks ago sent a message to the 
Soubahdar, stating that if His Highness would confer the appointment of 
Paishkar upon him only for a few days he would engage to produce a 
balance of nearly a crore of rupees against Mahipat Ram The other 
circumstance to which I allude is that after Mahipat Ram found it necessary 
to leave Hyderabad, he attempted to prevail upon the Minister to sign 
a Wajjbool Arz but the stipulations of that paper were so absurd that the 
Minister very properly refused to ratify it Amongst the stipulations there 
were four very curious articles which show the habits of a Mootesuddie 
m a striking light, and convey some notion of the probable views of 
Mahipat Ram One article stipulated that the Raja’s accounts either 
past or future should not be examined by the ordinary Mootesudihes nor 
examined by the Moostofi, the Officer of audit, whose signature is necessary 
to render every account valid Another article stipulated that the Raja 
should be absolute in the payment of the Sallidar Horse in Berar and in 
the dismissal and 'recruiting of Horsemen A third stipulated that Raja 
should come to this Capital once a year, to settle his annual accounts and 
a fourth was intended to bind the Minister not to condemn the Raja by 
any papers which did not bear the Raja’s seal and signature 

5 The objects of those several stipulations are sufficiently obvious 
Those stipulations would have placed Raja Mahipat Ram in a state of 
independence on the superior officers of the administration, that would 
have been perfectly inconsistent with the usual relations between the 
different parts of every regular Government, and they would have sheltered 
the Raja for all attacks on his loyalty and honesty By one article hi^ 
could have robbed the treasury of its proper receipts without the possibility 
of detection, by another he could have deprived the soldiery of their 
pa>, and have reduced the establishment, which he is bounded and paid 
for to maintain, without fear of complaint from the soldiers or appre- 

Vhensions of redress from the Government, by the third article he would 
have enjoyed an opportunity every year to exert his personal influence 
over the Soubahdar to ’foster his intrigues to promote his ambitious 
views, and to screen him from a regular adjustment of his public accounts 
By the last singular stipulation, he might have carried on a clandestine 
correspondence, either with ^he external enemies of the State or ffie secret . 
promoters of his designs at Court without fear of detection and consequent 
punishment 

6 The second article of the stipulations which I have noticed seems 
to imply a consciousness of the irregularity of his accounts, and an appre- 
hension of their examination by the usual officers of audit. 
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7 I understand that the part of hit accounts ii liable to objec 
tion on hii charges for the 10 000 Siltcdar Horse m Bbmr The monthly 
charge of that establishment Is fi\c lakhs of ruwes to be deducted from the 
revenues of Bcrar It uould appear that the Raja has debited the Govern 
mcni for three months pay to that establishment and cannot produce finy 
leccipt or other \ouchcrs to pro\c that any part of that diibuneraent took 
place 

8 As 1 have had occasion to mention this Sillcdar Establishment it 
may he interesting to you to be informed of the real state of that anangc 
ment Raja Mahipal Kara undertook to raise and maintain 10.000 Silledar 
Horse out of the revenues of Bcrar The monthly expense of the establish 
ment being calculated at 5 lakhs of rupees He is permitted to give him 
self credit for that sum in the accounts of the province There has been a 
statement submitted to the Minuter of the existence of that establishment 
but it seems to me to be mercl> a'Statcmcnt of troops which were already in 
Bcrar, and which were brought together under the name of a Sillcdar 
hjtabliihmcnt With the exception of an incnmidcrable levy since the 
arrangement took effect the whole body appears to me to be the old troops 
under a new designation and consequent^ there is no Increase of the mill 
tary force nor any amelioration of it The whole number is divided into 
10 bodies of one thousand men each under the reipcclivc command of the 
following officers — 

(1) Nabob Ussuroodowlah 

(2) Bh>rum Jung 

(3) Nabob Mohammed Salabat Khan 

(4) Mohammed Namdar Khan the son of Salabat Khan. 

(5) Hudioodowlah 

(6) Subhan Khan 

(7) Ghulam Hjdcr Ah Khaa 

(8) Saleh Mohammed Khan 

(9) Mohammed Raja Khan 

(10) Not yet filleo up 

9 I shall take an opportunity of conversing with the Minister on the 
subject of this establishment not \n the manner of a formal proposal but 
merely as a subject of convcnration and I shall endeavour if I can with 
propriety, to recommend some mcaibrcs to aothenticate the existence of 
the establishment and to provide for its regular maintenance 

10 My opinion of the proposal for the maintenance of a Silledar 
Establishment when that question was uDSucccssfuIly agitated with this 
Government was that no establishment of that or any other description 
of Military force could be effective unless the direction control and pay 
ment of me force are entrusted to an European Officer of rank and 
credit It would even have been neccssory In ray ludgmenf that the 
Provinces from which the force was to be maintained should be managed 
•Dv an European Officer This afrangemenl which 1 should consider indii 

pensable to the permanent efficiency of the Sillcdar Establishment not 
being at any time within the scope of our Views it appeared to me that 
any other •arrangement however modified or ostensibly aoproved by this 
court would never have answered the permanent accomplishment of the 
Governor General s wishes for the amelioration of the Military force, of 
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is Government Under this impression I cannot flatter myself with the 
xpectation that any suggestions of mine to the Minister will be attended 
vith the effect of rendering the Silledar Establishment materially superior 
o the usual description of Military force in this country. At the same 
mie I have no doubt that if a proper system to ensure the regular muster- 
ng and payment of the establishment were laid down and preserved in 
e Silledar Establishment it will be more effective than if left to the entire 
iscretion of Mahipat Ram and the subordinate officers of that force 

11 I should propose that the bodies, under the different commanders 
of one thousand, should be regularly mustered and that the muster rolls 
detailing every man’s name should be countersigned by the commander 
and sent to the Minister, that the assignment of revenue should be record- 
■'d by Raja Mahipat Ram and sent by him to the Minister, that the receipts 
of the orders of assignment and the payment of them should be authenti' 
cated by the aumils on whom the assignments may be mads, and sent to 
the Revenue Officer at Hyderabad, and lastly that receipts of payment 
should be required monthly from the different officers commanding small 
parties and countersigned by the Commanders of one thousand Such a 
? 3 '«tem appears to me to be the only likely to ensure the regular payment 
of the troops, on which their efficiency entirely depends , and would enable 
the Minister to check the accounts of Raja Mahipat Ram without tedious 
alterations 

12 I have no expectations that such a system would be rigidly fol- 
lowed by the Government, or that it would prevent all collusive practices 
amongst the superior and subordinate officers of the Establishment but I 
think It might be attended with some beneficial consequences on the gene- 
ral maxim that to ameliorate a bad system, it is always necessary to carry ^ 
into the arrangement the principles of a good one 


Letter No 17 — Sydenham gives an account of his interview with the Nizam 
* to whom he reported that the tei ritories to the east of the Wardha 
need not be ceded to the Bhonsla He proposed that a reform of 
the State currency might be attempted, and the Nizam agreed to 
the proposal 

From— T SYDENHAM, RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD, 

To— THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL, FORT WILLIAM 

Hyderabad, the 3rd June ISOf 

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of two dispatches froiT 
the Secretary m the Political Department, conveying to me your instruc- 
tions relative to the proposed cession of the districts east of the River 
Wardha and to the final decision of the supreme Government on the mode 
of supplying this Treasury with money 

2 I have the honour to report to you that I yesterday waited by 
appointment on His Highness the Soubahdar, for the purpose of making 
the necessary communications on both those subjects 

3 I did not expect that the Soubahdar would feel the^ least offended 

at ihe refusal of Raja Raghojee Bhonsla to accept the districts east of the . 
Wardha with the exception of the Wardha, in the form of a Jagheer from 
this State, as it was natural to suppose that His Highness would feel only 
gratified at the retention of oroperty with which he seemed to part with 
such reluctance However, I put the matter in the following grounds as 
they appeared to me to be the most flattering to His Highness’s pride and 
prejudiced. , _ ' 
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A I said that Rail Rachoioc Bhon*la seemed to coniidcr the ceiiion 
a& one of too confined a nature b> which I supposed he mi^t allude to 
the exception of the fort and district of Amnair but as the Governor 
General after being informed of the peculiar circumstances which prcvtntcd 
His Highness from parting with that possession could not think of urging 
B point to which His Highness hid been pleased to attach such importance 
and so much of hereditary dignity the Gosemor General In consideration 
of Highncsss feelings had determined to drop the subject, and had now 
only to return Ins acknowledgments to Hit Highness for the cheerfulness 
and libera! spirit with which he had consented to a personal sacnficc for 
the promotion of the /jdncral interests of the alliance I then a\'alled my 
self of the occasion to impress upon His Highness s mind an adequate sense 
of the disinterested policy of the British Go\cmmcnf in proposing the ces- 
sion and of Its delicacy and regard for His Highness s dignity in the rclin 
quifhmcnt of that proposi! I conxexed suitable acknowledj.mcnts to 
His Highness for the wisdom with which he had comprehended and the 
liberality with which he embraced the proposal I had formerly conveyed 
to him from the Gosemor General and I complimented His Highness on 
this additional testimony of his sincere regard and disinterested fncndshlp 
lor the Hon bic Company 

5 Hu Highness appeircd much pleised at thit communication 
and seemed solicitous to mike a repK in suitable terms of compliment bui 
after some minutes of conitdention he looked at the Minister who imme- 
diately made a reply for Hu Highness in a vco eloquent and appropriate 
manner 

6 After some general conxcrtation I introduced the second subject 
I had to communicate to His Highness briefly and explained the rnuci 
of the loss and Inconvenience which had been sustained by the Bntish 
Government In its removal to this place for the payment of the subsidiary 
force and I communicated to His Highness the arrangement which the 
Governor General had proposed to prevent the recurrence of that loss 1 
then requested His Highness would be pleased to direct the Minister to 
complv with that arrangement the details of which I should hereafter dis 
cuts with the Minister and the Paishkar 

7 The Minister observed that no loss was sustained at present by the 
troops replied that though the troops did not suffer any loss at present 
it was impossible after that had been experienced to ascertain how long 
that inconvenience could be put of! ns it was evident that the state of the 
curreneV depended more upon the rombmations of the moneyed men than 
upon anv nrrangements which tbc Government could make The Minister 
admitted this but said he was desirous lo effect such a reform m tbc com 
ns soould render the currency loss subject to fluctuations that Hii Highness 
the ^ubahdar was equally sohdlous to accomplish that important obiect 
and that although his former attempt hnd not succeeded he was desirous 
to lencw it in a form icji liable to failure His Highness expressed hit 
earnest anxiety to introduce a radical reform in the nirrency but was not 
Informed of any certain mode of effecting it The Minister observed that 
the combinations of the moneyed men in the city were so fo^mld^ble and 
that the evil had lasted so long and had Increased to such a decree it would 
he difficult to apply an adequate remedy to it but he was desiroiu of giving 
the subiect his full consideration before the introdurtion of the arrange- 
ment which I had proposed should take place The Minister said that as a 
prenaratioui (sicl step to the proposed reform all new coinage hod been 
prohibited and that no monev had been coined for the last fourteen nonths. 
If the coinage of debased monev were renewed especially to the monthly 
extent which the Company would require for the payment of the subsidiary 
force hii whole plan would be subverted and the evil would increase In 
ptoportion to the mfluX of the new debased currency mto the market 



flic nntivc commiiiloncd officen in the icrvlcc and that the latter have 
tmplovcd the diicontcnt •which existed amoni; the Sepoys to Incite them 
to diiaflcction and mutiny 

4 AUhouch the enquiries of the Minister and mi'scH ha\c been act 
Ively prosecuted In every quarter and al(hou;*h from much relative cvi 
dcnce and strong presumptive proof I have the most perfect and serious 
conviction of the treachery of some of our native ofTiccn and of the exist 
cnee between them and some Omrahs in this capital of a connection of a 
most hostile and dangerous nature >ct I can advance no conclusive cvi 
Hence of the fact nor can 1 substantiate any positive guilt against an> parti 
cular person either In the city or in the cantonment 

5 The great extent and straggling situation of the city and its out 
skirts and of the cantonments Ihc continual Intercourse which must o/ 
neceisit> be earned on between them and the tccrCc> with which a trencher 
ous correspondence would be earned on render it almost impossible that 
the emissaries citlicr of the clt> or cantonment should be intercepted or 
dcttitcd Indeed It ii possible that whatever plans might have been con 
ccK-ted were earned on with great m)'5tcn and profound secrecy before the 
slightest 8>mptom of discontent or disaflcction had manifested itself in 
the force and consequently before any enquiries were commenced since 
the period when the discontent of the troops appeared b> the measures 
proposed and ndopted bv Colonel Monfressor and that the most active 
enquiries have b(y*n prosecuted both b> that ofliccr and mj’scif the ncnoni 
who might have been chiefly implicated in hostile designs have obfcrvcd 
such strict prudence and precaution as olmost to defy the possibility of 
deloflion But that there arc ^rsons In the force guilty of the most un 
provoked and abandoned treachery and persons In the cltv who expected 
and were ready to assist a general insurrection commenced with the laroc 
horrid circumstances at were exhibited at Vellore 1 cannot suffer m> 
mmil to entertain the slightest doubts 

6 After comparing and carefully digesting all the information which 
hod reached me I have been convinced of the necessity of at least leiting 
and exposing these persons ncainit whom strong suspicions of guilt existed 
as n salutary lesion to the other native officers of the force and as a serious 
warning to those of the Sepoys as may have permitted their ndelity and 
aMcgiancc to be tampered with to separate the guilty from the innournt 
and to c*onvincc the native troops that when we arc ready to conciliate 
their jffcction by frankly conceding such points os may be offensive to 
their hnhits urd rclipious prejudices we arc at thu same time determined 
to disagree and punish those who may have employed the apprehension 
of the troops m the prosecution of the roost wicked and treacherous 
deslcns 

7 Under the impression of these memorandum which I sent to Colonel 
Montressor and a copy of which I have the honour to enclose for You 
Lordship s notice m the present dispatch 

8 In doing this mtention that Colonel Montressor should 

be in possession of my sentiments and opinions founded on the result of 
the enquiries which I had prosecuted* at the same time to leave him at 
perfect liberty to determine from his personal and morij intimate knowl 
edge of the state of the force under his command whnt measures it might 
be just or prudent to adopt against those native officers who were so 
strongly suspected of hawing taken a leading part in the late disaffection 
and disturbances in the Subsidiary Force 

9 From the copy of Colonel Montressor s reply which is enclosed 
for Your Lordship i information Your LoHship ^11 perceive what 
measures the Colonel deemed pxpcdient to adopt on the occaaron Those 
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measures were carried into execution with great judgment and skill this 
morning and I am well assured will be followed by the happiest effect on 
the minds of the troops at large 

10 In the course of our enquiries into the nature and extent of that 
Busoected combination between the city and the cantonment it appeared 
that certain persons had held several meetings and maintained an active 
correspondence to devise some means of removing the Prince Feredon Jah 
from the state of restraint in which he is held 1^ His Highness the Nizam 
Those persons were Narsinga Rao, Degumba Rao, two mootussuddies in 
the city and Narsiah a dealer and Venkaty Railoo and Kootunaigue who 
were formerly in the service of Major Dowse and Lieutenant-Colonel Seton 
m the cantonments Two very suspicious letters without date or names and 
full of equivocal expressions were found on the Venkatarayloo and these 
papers after much enquiry led to the names of the several persons con- 
cerned and to a general notion to the object of their designs The Minis 
ter, at my desire, seized and confined Digambo Rao and Narsinga Rao, 
while Colonel Montressor, secured the persons of Narsaiah, Venkaterayloo 
and Kootenaigue - These persons were repeatedly examined both sepa 
rately and together but after the strictest investigation it appeared that 
their intrigues were altogether absurd, that they were prosecuted without 
any authority from superior agents nearly four months before the slightest 
appearance of disturbance in the cantonment and that they were uncon- 
nected either with the causes or the effects of the late disaffection amongst 
the Native Troops 

11 But as the conduct of the persons concerned in that intrigue was 
at least highly improper, and as it is necessary to repress and punish that 
spirit of cabal and clandestine corrcspon'^ence which actuated the persons 
concerned, I have desired the Minister to confine Naiga Rao, Degumbah 
Rao and Narsaih in one of the Nizam’s fortresses and I intend to send 
Venkatarialoo and Koolenaya down to Madras 

12 Two other persons by name Hubeeb Oolah and Shaikh Tippoo 
have likewise been taken up on a suspicion of having been employed as 
en i^^saries between the city and cantonment Habib Ullah once a sepoy 
in the 2nd Battalion, 9th Regiment is now in the service of Rata Rao 
Rumba Shaik Tippoo was formerly a servant of Captain Johnson and 
has since traded in the cantonment bazar Both the persons are in charge 
of the commanding officer of my escort, and it is probable that I shall 
desire the Minister to confine Habib Ullah in one of the Nizam’s fortresses 
and send Shaikh Tippoo back into the Company’s territories 

13 As soon as my enquiries and the intelligence received by Colonel 
Montressor tended to attach strong suspicions of guilt against Raia Rao 
Ramba and Noorul Omrah the former for secretly fomenting the disturb- 
ances in Camp and holding out the strongest temptation to the Native 
troops to rise against their European Officers and mutiny the latter for 
enticing away deserters from our Battalions, and concealing them in hjs 
Jagheer, 1 laid the whole of mv infor^riat^n before the Minister and His 
Highness the Nizam, and left it to His Highness to adopt such measures 
as His Highness and the Minister might judge expedient for the dignity 
and security of the Government and the support of those interests which 
connect the two States 

14 After much consultation His Highness resolved that Raj'ah Rao 

Rumba should be banished to his Jagheer and that Noorul Omrah should 
oe deprived of his rank and estates and ordered to return to his native 
country near Delhi. , 
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15 The onlv circumttnncc uhlcli has hitlicrio come to my knowlcdfic 

to a lufpiclon llmt a connection mi^ht ha\c lubuBlcd between 

the Capital and Vellore it that the report of an iniurrcction at Vellore 
wai circulated amongst tome pertoni at thii place on the 12th of July which 
tcarccly ndmilt the poitibility of the fact itielf being known if the pertoni 
who circulated the report had not expected that a mutiny would take 
place at or about the period when it wai actually earned into effect 
Upon thii subject Colonel Montrcsior will of course address himself 
more at length to the Chief Secretary of >our Lordships Go\crnmcnt 

16 With respect to the slate of the cavalry of the Subsidiary force 
justice to that invaluable Corps requires me to express m\ decided convic 
Mon of the allegiance fidclitv and steadiness of the two Kcgimcnti at this 
station I know that Lieut Colonel Doveton who to many other excellent 
qualities as an officer, adds the important acgnisition of a complete and 
intimate knowledge of the sentiments dispoiitioni and characters of the 
men under hli command never entcrtaintd the slightest suspicion of any 
want of attachment to the sen ices amongst the men of the two Regiments 
at this station Indeed when he sounded the disposition of the men during 
the lilc disturbance he discovered lhai ollliough the men were reluctant to 
be employed in enforcing the turbahd on the e'orps of infanto they at 
ihi same time evinced n determined resolution to do their utmost in re- 
pressing and punishing any insurrection Their conduct has throughout 
been orderly quiet and steady and 1 have not heard o( the sli^tcst appear 
ance uf discontent having manifested Itself amongst them 

17 1 shall have occasion to enter more fully into the whole of this 
important subject m the course of my correspondence with the Supreme 
Government copies of which will of course be regularly transmitted to 
Your I ordthip la the meanwhile I considered that it would be interest 
infi to Your Lordship to receive mv sentiments and the result of my cnqui 
nes on the several points noticed oy the Chief Secretory in hii dispatch to 
iho Acting Resident at Mysore 

18 A copy of this letter with lU cncloiuro will be immediately con 
veyed, to the Hon bic the Governor General m Council 


MEMORANDUM 


Hyderabad 9lh Au£mt 1806 


1 From all the information which has been obtained of the nature 
and extent of the late alarming defection amongst the native troops of the 
subsidiary force it docs appear to the Resident that tnuch of the discon 
tent and disaffection of the sepoys must be ascribed to the machinations 
ot the native commissioned officers who instead of appeasing the fement 
of the sepoys minds, or of resisting pod reporting to the European Officer 
mutinous spint of the men m their several Companies appear to have 
nctivcly ana industriously circulated the most mjunous insinuations to 
have promoted and indeed first excited the discontent of the sepoy^ for 
the purpose of directing that spirit towards the accomplishment of the 
mpft wjck^ and treacherdus acts 

2 The persons to whom the Resident particularly alludes ore Subedar 
Siddee Hussain Kadar Beg and Amir Ah of the 15th and Jamedar Shaikh 
Sultan of the 11th Regiment 


3 Although no direct and positive proofs have been substantiated 
acainst those persons the Resident has the most perfert and serious tob 
viction of their guns (?) In the Resident s judgment the Subedar Siddee 
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2nd Subcdan Siddic Huisain and Kadir Beg of the lit Bn , 15th 
RcgiiTicnt have been otten pointed out to me ai actively employed fint 
m encouraging the diicontcnts among the troopij and latterly in exciting 
them to mutiny Omar AIL though not lo active ai thcic two mtn ii 
Itkcwlic reported to be a icditioui character and from the evidence lately 
given b> a dcicrtcr of that regiment which itates thcic three Native OlTi 
cen to be o£ the tame mind md cloicly connected I cannot suppose 
him to be dccpl> implicated in their treachery I have no proof against 
Shnikh Sultan oi the lllh Regiment that he hai been encouraging the dlt 
affection among the troops nor do I hear anything to that effect from 
any ofiiccr of the Corps at the same lime it ii very poiiiblc he is guilty 
as there has been great reluctance shown by the few men of the 11th 
Regiment who have given information to mention any circumstance to 
the prcjjdlcc of their own officers or men 

3rd It IS my opinion that Siddic Hussain and Kadir Beg deserve the 
stwresr punishment that can be inflicted on a soldier for mutiny and 
although I am confident they are in the highest degree guiltv vet as no 
proofs have been substantiated against them it would far exceed the powers 
vested m me to act upon to whal you deem necessary to be done Hz to 
Iiive tiiim immediately and formally degraded \Vcrc these a ^6ncral 
insubordination among the troops and a mutinous spirit to show usclf t 
would not hesitate to lake upon myself the responsibility of assuming an 
extraordinary power which no doubt would be Justified bv the ncccsiitv 
of the ease 1 do not howcNcr think that necessity at present exists 
and although a severe example would certainly have a proper impression 
on the minds of the troops and tend much to curb any refractory spirit 
that may remain I have not sufficient proof against any man to make 
one But It II my intention to have a general parade of the whole force 
when I mean to call tho c three Subcoart to the front put them under 
arrest for endeavouring to excite the troops to mutiny and march them 
ff in front of the whole line to Maiulipatam 

4th I am sorry to observe there arc so many of the Native officers 
against whom suspicions arc entertained of their being impHcaicd in the 
lafc conipiracv that were I as you suggest to march them all off to Masuli 
paLim it might have the abearance of a persecution and the measure be 
attended with some risk For it is very possible that suspicions may by 
an unlucky combination of circumstances have fallen m some Instances 
uuon the innocent Besides I think a very few examples would have a 
gooo effect IS there is every reason to hope that a great mayonty of 
this force rs well disposed and as they seem every day to be more con 
vlnced of the impropriety of their late conduct 1t would probably be 
better not to irritate them bj^ making many examples but let that tuibn 
Icrt and dangerous spirit which so lately raged subside of itieU 

5th The constant and secret communication that exists between the 
Nfifive Officers of this force and persons m the city known to be enemies 
to the Company^ leaves little room to doubt that a hostile combination 
doe# exist and it is much to be regretted that your enquiries respecting 
it have not b^n attended with that success which you had a right to 
expect from them But I hope the seizure of the Native Officers may 
lead to some discovery ol the object of that combination as the sepoys 
over whose minds they are said to have had unbounded influence will no 
longer be overawed by their pretence 

6th No proob have come to my knowledge of a connect io n subiiiting 
K/’tvvcen the Mutineers at Vellore and the conspirators In tfm force but 
these ore strong grounds to suspect that a reasonable correspondence did 
exist between them I am induced to think so because the very same re- 
which were prevalent m the Carnatic were induitrlouily spread 
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here They were of a nature to cause the greatest sensation of alarm in 
the minds of the Natives and evidently intended to excite them to adop*- 
the most desperate measures You know how much reason we had to 
expect the same horrid scene to be acted here, as was performed with such 
unrelenting cruelty at Vellore The time too that the Mutiny broke out 
at Vellore, was that m which the greatest alarm 'prevailed here, and when 
but for the timely rescinding the obnoxious orders, it is probable this 
force would have been in a state of insurrection Here like at Vellore 
the Native Oflicers have been, the active agents m fomenting me discon- 
tents among the troops and have been equally successful in obliging their 
numerous adherents to withhold all information relating to their treason- 
able designs 

7th The secret connection that subsists between the Native Officers 
_ of the Subsidiary Force whose treacherous conduct is known, and several 
' dangerous characters in the city, is a strong reason for suspecting there is 
but too much truth in the report so generally spread and eredited, that 
Raja Rao Rumbo and Noorool Omrah have encouraged the disaffection 
among the troops, and endeavoured to prevail upon them to throw off 
their allegiance I am, therefore, convinced that nothing would tend so 
much to blast the hopes of the conspirators, and quiet the minds of the 
troops as measures being immediately taken against those Sirdars, which 
would strongly make the displeasure of His Highness the Nizam and at« 
the same time put it out of their power to renew their dangerous intrigues 

I have the honour to be, 

Hussain Sagar 

llt/i August 1806 Sir, 

T G MONTRESSOR, 
Colonel Commanding Stibsidtaiy Foice 


Letter No 19. — Sydenham dwells upon at length the circumstances that 
had changed the attitude of the Nizam lowaids the Prime Minister 
Meer Allum and his Peshkai Raja Chandulal, and given an ascen- 
dancy to Raia Mahipat Ram and some others Iikc the Nizam’s 
foster brothers This was likely to affect adveisely the relations 
between the Nizam and the Company and the Piime Ministei might 
be overthrown. This was communicated by the Prime Minister to 
the Resident. The letter is very imnorfant since it explains the 
consequences of the pacific policy of Bailow and the inclinabon of 
the Nizam. It also throws light on the weaknesses of the Nizam. 
The two enclosures are relevant to the subject. 

From— T SYDENHAM, 

To— THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Hyderabad, the 25th September 18(16 

1 I am concerned to be under the necessity of acquainting yon that 
some circumstances have within these few days, occurred at this Court, 
whwh threaten to disturb the harmony and repose, which I have been -o 
assiduous to establish, and from which I was led to exoect such beneticial 
consequences ^These circumstances must be attributed to the unacf'ount- 
ablc perverseness and caprice of' His Highness the Nizam, whose senti- 
ments and conduct are regulated by no fixed principle but are directed 
bv a few ignorant vicious creatures wbo surround his person, and are per 
milted to control his actions 
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2 Unfortunate!) for the dignity of Hit Hlghnciss *tatlon and the 
procpcri^ of hi* countr> these nenons ore m the pay and under the influ 
rnce of Rflja Molupat Ram b> whom they arc Bucccisfully cinploved os con 
\cnicnt instrument* to disturb the hormon) of the Stotc to fomord hi* 
selfish view* of pcr*onaI aggrandizement and to take advantage of those 
sudden and extraordinary ht* of caprice and passion which *omc attn 
butc to repeated intoxication and other* to an horrid madne** If His 
Hiehnci* could be prc\ ailed upon to retain about hit person men of rank 
*ind character it i* probable that the ebullition of hii passion would he 
restrained and that man) scenes which disCTacc In* rank and station might 
he avoided or might be prcNcntcd from becoming notorious But Hi* 
Highness b) his cnpncious Inbiu and b> the confidence which he icposes 
in the low creatures about Ills person ha* driven away almost every man 
of condition and respcclabillly whose place* arc supplied b) men of the 
most abandoned cliaractcr wmo servile!) minister to all His Highness i 
passions and encourage oil his acccntncitlcs The principal of these per 
sons arc Hli Highness t two foster brother* Aiud \ar Jung and laafir lar 
Jun*, Burkhundaze Khan and Rajdar Khan The two former arc Ignorant 
low people of vulgar manner and dlssolntc habits The last was a com 
non sepo) when His Highness noticed from his dertent) in shooting and 
V ho was brought Inio^ favour when hc^undertook to shoot the late Minuter 
These persons arc never permitted to take their scats in mv presence but 
on other occasions they arc Often invilcd to sit down ana arc honoured 
with the familiar conversation of Hi* Highness while Omrahs of rank 
and character who arc obliged to attend the Durbar occasionally arc left 
to stand at a dutance with an appcomcc of studied indignity 

3 These penonij like most of the low factious people of the dtv 
ore determinedly hostile to the British Government and ore consequently 
adverse to Mccr Allum who perhaps unfortunately is above soliciting their 
ntcrest by bribes or by personal attention Although we must admire 
the fcelirrgi of n Minister who is supenor to the degradation of attracting 
the favour of ht* sovereign by condescending to solicit the mtcrcit of Hi* 
Hidincss s abandoned associates we cannot help lamenting that the Minis 
ter should not adopt some step* to overt the hostility of men who how 
ever low arc capabl^of exercising a very dangerous influence over the 
mind of the Nizam These men ore in the habit of exercising a low vulgar 
evil of the English of alarming H'* Highness by our power of exciting 
the hopes of Hu Highncu to expel us from the Deccan, of extolling the 
bribery and exaggeraung the actions of Holkar and Smdi^ of prompting 
His llighnes* to resist over proposition of the British Government of 
abusing the Minuter end hi* adherent* and of calling them the partaani 
(turfdflrs) of the English of eulogizing Mahipat Ram and hi* associate* 
and of paying Hu Highness the most strained and fulsome compliment* 
on hu sagacity wisdom end courage 

4 Since the signing of the Wajibool Arz and tl\e departure of Mahi 
pat Ram the conduct of Hu Highness the Nizam ha* been comparatively 
so uniform and steady and the Government has in consequence proceeded 
with such regularity and efficiency that I ventured to anticipate the most 
favourable consequence* from this amelioration of the condition of the 
Government The Minuter and the Paishkar who acted in union have 
not only discharged the duties of their respective stations with increased 
vigour and popularity but have manifested the strongest disposition to 
obtain the favour and confidence of the Nizam The Minuter has not only 
abstained from drawing upon the Treasury of Hu Hifihne« but within 
these three ibonths has presented Hi* Hi^ncss with 21 lakhs of rupee* 
ond has given up an anna upon cyery rupee of hu established perquisite* 
as fl free gift to Hjs Highness The Nizam on his part seemed to bo 
pleased with the conduct and liberality of hu Minuter ha* bestowed many 
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favours on Raja Chandu Lai and^ has treated Meer Allum with unusual 
courtesy and respect This pleasing aspect of affairs continued till with 
the last four days since when the Nizam suddenly and most unexpectedly 
changed his conduct, has tieated Raja Chandu Lai with great indignity, 
has broken out into the most indecent passion and has menaced the life 
of Meer Allum I vill now endeavour, as far as the whims and perverse- 
ness of His ITighness’s capricious and obstinate temper, will admit to trace 

the causes of this extraordinary and sudden change 

• 

5 Even since the departure of Mahipat Ram, that person has been 

endeavouring to regain his influence over His Highness’s mind and to 
effect his return to the Capital For this purpose he has carried on a 
clandestine correspondence with His Highness, which His Highness has 
unlo’-tunately too much encouraged to the infinite prejudice of that con- 
fidence, which ought to exist between a sovereign and his principal Minis- 
ter. Soon after Mahipat Ram’s arrival at Basim, I heard but not from 
Meer Allum, that Mahipat Ram, with the sanction of the Nizam, had des- 
patched two messengers to Sindia and Holkar It was once said that the 
messenger to Holkar carried with hmr a string ol pearls, and some other 
ornaments as a present to that Chieftain VVe have since discovered that 
Mahipat Ram has entered into a very suspicious correspondence with 
Salabat Khan, which circumstance I have already noticed in a private des- 
patch to Mr Edmonstone Whatever might have been the object of Mahi- 
pat Ram’s proposals to Salabat Khan, they are certainly liable to strong 
suspicions 1st Because they were made without the knowdedge of Meer 
Allum, and secondly, because they were immediately withdrawn as soon 
as Salabat Khan had expressed his resolution not to engage in any plan 
which might be injurious to the British Government My sentiments on 
this subject ^will be fully developed in a separate dispatch to Mr Edmon- 
stone to whom I shall transmit copies of the Enayat Namah of His High- 
ness the Nizam, of the several letters written by Raja Mahipat Ram to 
Salabhat Khan and of a statement of Salabat Khan's respecting the sub- 
ject I have lately learnt from good authority that similar proposals were 
made to the other Mussalman Chiefs m the Province ol Berar, and that 
they have signed a deed or Ekrar Namah, binding themselves to obey un- 
conditionally all the orders of Raja Mahipat Ram The whole of this 
transaction is certainly liable to suspicion from the causes which I have 
before stated For there can be no reason for so unusual a procedure, 
adopted with the greatest mystery and secreev, without the privity’ of the 
Minister of the Government, if the object of it were not to be directed 
against the British Government or at least the subversion of Meer Allura’s 
influence and authoritv’ ' * 

6 With regard to the late measures which have been adopted by this 
Government towards Raj’a Rao Rumba and Noorul Omrah, His Highness 
the Nizam seemed fo enter with great warmth and anxiety in the advice 
aird recommendation of his Minister He evinced a becoming appear- 
ance of regret and the suspicions which were established against 
persons of rank in his service, he seemed to be alarmed at 'the dangers 
which menaced the interests by which he was united with the Bhtish 
Government, he exceeded every reasonable degree of precaution by the 
measures which he adopted for his personal security, he evinced a flattering 
anxiety for the safety of the Minister by sending a body of troops to the 
Minister’s residence, he deliberated with his Ministers and myself on the 
measures which the misconduct of his Officers rendered it expedient to 
adopt, and after many days' consideration he finally determined to remove 
Raja Rao Rumba to his Jagheer and to dismiss Noorul Omrah from his 
service During this transaction he exercised with . (indistinct) and 
independence the prerogative of a sovereign with being pressed or hurried 
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by am urgcnc> or camcntncii on anj part Indeed I purpojc)> objected a 
punctilioui ncutralitj and refrained from ipccifjinc an\ Jinc of ^onduetj or 
cxprc«mg an> icntimcnts v-hicli mir’ht Iia\c appeared to influence Hii High 
nest t determination 1 ha\c tcarccly an> doubt that if 1 had choKn to Influ 
cncc Hit Hinhnetsf dvicrminalion b> m> icnlimcnti and advice both Rao 
Rumba and Noorul Omrnli would* Ime been confined in Golkundah but 
I restralnc I the precipitate and decided )udj,mcni of Mccr Allum and 
CInndu Lai and immcdintcl> acceded to the lcnil> with which Hii High 
ncM wQi dijpoicd to treat Raja Rao Rumba Hi« Highneav made hit per 
tonal acknowledgment to me for the manner in whicJi I consulted hii 
wiihct and dunng the interview which took place on the occasion when 
Ilij Highncti lent for me to consult with me on the subject of that traniac 
tion treated me with unuiual polttcncsi and fami(iarit> 

7 ‘Noorul Omrah wa# permitted to remain in his tenti near the 
forcftt of Golkundah in order that he might collect his famil> dispose of 
his effects settle the balancct due to hi« troops and make the necessary 
arrangements for the prosecution of hit journey He wai considerably m 
debt to some Soucars in the city he had to account for the large balances 
due to the Government and his troops were much m arrears 1 do not 
knov what composition he made with his private creditors but Mcer 
Allum thought it inexpedient and useless to require the jiaj mint of hii 
balances to the Government and his troops after putting him and hi* sons 
m DItarna and man> violent quarrels obtained some portion of their arrears 
and took icnicc in the parties of other Chieftains A small part> of Hone 
men and Sepoji who came from the same place in Hindustan* and were 
personally attached to him continued to remain with him During this 
penod Noorul Omrah was activcl> employed in soliciting the favour of the 
Niwm the Begums interceded for him but His Highness paid no attention 
to their solicitations It ii said that Sheysrudouia from th^ir mutual con 
ncction with the late Ministers employ^ his good offices in Noorul 
Omrah t favour but of this I have obtained no certain intelligence Noorul 
Omrah was not negligent m securing the interposition of the poster 
brothers and other men immediately obout Hii Highness i person He 
likewise addressed himself to Mahipat Ram and received from Mahipat 
Rom s agent at the Capital the sum of 30 000 rupees a* a relief to his imrac 
diatc neccisiticf He also received a letter from Mahipat Ram assunng 
him that he might remain perfectly at case as he had no doubt of influenc 
me the^Niwm to receive Noorul Ororah into favour and to rc-admit him 
into the service of the State 

8 It was during this penod that I walled by appointment on the 
Nnam to meet the Poona Vakeel During the whole of my interview His 
Highness was particularly cheerful and courteous to the Poona Vakil. 
Mir Allum ana mvself His Highness f^id not mention a word of Noorul 
Omrah From all that I heard or saw I supposed that His Highnbss con 
tlnued m his former Resolution of ordering Noorul Omrah to return to 
hit Native Country On one occasion Mecr AHum asked me whether I 
thought It expedient to permit Noorul Omrah to remain in these territories 
as Hii Highness appeared to be disposed to relieve hii present distress 
1 encfuired whether there was any disposition on Hii Highness to restore 
Noorul Omrah to his former condition in the service The Mir replied 
rcrtainly not I then remarked that I thought it would be impolitic to 
rptftin Noorul Omrah in these temtones under a restricted salary and in 
a state of comparative distress and degradation to his former condition 
At the same time I saw no objection to Hit Highness s making an handsome 
present of money to Noorul Omrah to defray the expense of hu journey 
and to confer upon him a personal Jaghecr sufficient to prevent his being 
driven to distress m his Native country The Mmiilcr replied that he 
perfectly agr^ with me and nothing further on this subject ensued 



9. I thought no more of Noorul Omrah, and conceived that he was 
about to commence his journey, when I received the note (Marked No 1, 
copies and translation of which accompanies this dispatch) from the 
Minister I confess the tenor of this note surprized me a good deal and I 
sent to tlie Minister to enquire what it meant, as the same circumstances 
liad already been officially communicated to me, with the exception of the 
resolution relative to Noorul Omrah, which was completely different from 
the former one, and which was now' conveyed to me as an original resolu- 
tion without any reference to what had already occurred 

10 I found on enquiry that His Highness had suddenly sent for Raja 
Chandu Lai and put into his hands a draft of a note to be written by the 
Minister to me Chandu Lai brought it to the Minister who immediately 
objected to it and stated that the original determination of His Highness 
relative to Noorul Omrah had been officially conveyed to the Resident, and 
that if His- Highness were pleased to resolve that Noorul Omrah should 
remain in these territories, it was proper that it should be communicated 
to the Resident as a resolution, subsequent to the original one Chandu 
Lai returned to His Highness and represented the objections' of the 
Minister to the draft which His Highness had prepared His Highness 
broke out into a violent passion and ordered a note to be immediately 
wrofe to the Resident according to the draft There were no persons 
present but the foster brothers, Burkhundaze Khan and some menial ser- 
vants His Highness turned to them and asked whether that was not a 
proper draft and whether the letter should not be written m tho'^e terms 
Ihey immediately assented and Chandu Lai was abruptly dismissed to exe- 
cute His Highness’s orders 

11 It occurred to me that I ought to notice the extraordinary tenor of 
the note and to bring to His Highness’s recollection that he had deliberate- 
ly resolved to dismiss Noorul Omrah from His service, in consequence of 
these cricumstances, which had been submitted by_ me to His Highness’s 
consideration, that I considered the present resolution to be impolitic and 
inexpedient and I therefore recommended that Noorul Omrah should be 
ordered to leave Hyderabad according to His Highness’s original deter- 
mination Under this impression I prepared and dispatched the note 
marked No 2 

12 Two days afterwards the Minister sent a message to me requesting 
that I would call upon him I accordingly waited upon the Minister and 
found Raja Chandu Lai with him The Minister desired Chandu Lai to 
relate to me what had occurred when he submitted to His Highness the 
Arzee which contained my reply Chandu Lai related that His Highness 
was sitting in an upper apartment of the Palace, apparently intoxicated and 
attended bv his foster brothers and' BurkhandaZe Khan My note was 
read sentence by sentence at the end of every one of which His Highness 
betrayed a violent passion and made use of many abusive and imprope>* 
expressions At the end of that sentence in which I observed that I had 
already received from the Meer an official communication of His Highness’s 
determination relative to Noorul Omrah and the rest of the persons men- 
tioned and that I had immediately conveyed it to the Governor-General, 
His Highness observed, what is that to me that (the Resident) received 
such a communication Of course he did and he wrote it to the Governor. 
General, for every Resident is an Akhbar Navees Where 1 mention that 
Noorul Omrah received the formality of his dismissal, His Highness ex- 
claimed, what IS that to the Resident I may give an hundred Paundauns of 
leave m a dav, and take them back again, if such be my pleasure At my 
observation that His Highness’s new resolution might be hurtful to the 
dignity and interests of his State, he said w’ho is to ludge of mv inleresf^s and 
dignity but myself how do they concern the Resident If I choose to hurt 
and degrade myself I alone can siiffer from it, it is of no consequence to 
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ly ipplauded by the abject creaturei who surrounded Hii Hlghncii i penon, 
and who seemed to triumph in the debasement of their Mister and 
Sovereign Chandu LqI who wat much terrified nt the tone and minncr of 
the Nizam mildl> obsened that Mccr Allum would cxphin the letter to His 
Hi/jhncui in such a manner would no doubt conMnee Hii Highncirof 
the propriety of my advice IHf Highness then broke out into rancoroni 
abuse against Mccr Allum and nid tinj Mccr AUum might come if he chose 
but that he should take care how he came into the presence and that he had 
better look to himself Chandulal was.happ> to be dismissed from so unplca 
sant and degndm^ a scene and hurried to the Minister 8 to relate what had 
occurred I enquired of Chandu Lai whether the observation! of Hit High 
ness were intended b> IIii Highness to be conveved to me to which 
Chandulal replied that assuredl) they were not, and Mccr Allum added that 
he only wished me to hear them tn order that I might form amorc accurate 
judgment of the pre ent temper and disposition of Hu Highncsi 

13 After thii the Minister expressed a desire to have a private conver 
tatioa with me and I accordingly went \ ith him into an Interior apirtment 
upon Iiaving seated ourselves he addressed me to the following effect 

14 The circumstances which vou hove just heard from Chandu Lai ir^ 
so unexpected and cxtnordinary that it it Incumbent upon me to lay before 
you all the circumstajicci which have produced this unpleasant change as 
well as to communicate to vou such information as may enable your Gov 
ernment to form i compccncnvivc and ncairate yudgment of the general 
state of affairs of this Court in order that it may be better able to decide 
upon the mlurc of the measures winch appear to me to be necessary to 
restore the connection between the two states to its original vigour and 
efficiency The present Nizam has alway*! entertained and seldom failed 
to express the most inveterate Jealousy of the British power and of its parti 
cular influence over the councils of this State When a Pnncu he r^ro- 
baled the conduct of his father and the late Minuter In placing this Gov 
eminent under the influence of the English nnd m addition to his personal 
enmity towards the late Minuter he dctcstc^J him as a creature of the British 
Government and considered him to be a traitor to the Aiophlah State 
Before hu accession to the throne Mahipat Ram then the Scrishtadar of 
Monsieur Raymond was hii most intimate and confidential friend and 
adviser who supplied hii wants and relieved hu necessities who paid him 
the most flattering attention coincided In all his sentiments and indulged 
hu hatred of thi, rngliih name His Highness remembering with a degree 
of gratitude which ii unusual to him the attention nnd assiitanD" of the only 
man who relieved hii wants and courted hu favour while he was neglected 
and in obscurity and who even then flattered him With the expectation of 
subverting the influence and power of the Bntieh Government continues 
to place the most implicit confidence m Raja Mahipat Ram and regard the 
Raja as hu best and only friend There can be no doubt that His 
lIiLfincsfc came to the throne with a pre-determination to extricate himself 
fr )m the controlling influence of the British Government and that it is still 
the prcvai ng and favourite object of hu most anxious desire On hu 
first accersion to the throne there were msurmountablc objecliona to the 
accomplishment of hu wishes — the high authority and extensive influence 
of the late Minuter the decided interposition of the late Resident and the 
general system of Lord Wcllesicv s Government To these circumstance* 
may be added the noveltv of Hu Highness s situation and the successful 
war with the confederated Mahratti Chieftains by which His Highness 
obtained an iirportant acquisition of territory and a considerable incrcai^e 
of revenue Under this combination of circuravtances it was impossible 
that Hu Highness should manifest either bv hu conduct or expressions any 
Iiostility or indisposition towards tho British Government Dunng. the 
progress and after the termination of a most successful war with very 
inferior numbers against the confederated Mahratta Chieftains in the 
Deccan and m Hindustan it must have appeared hopeless even to the 
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Ignorant and sanguine mind of His Highness to make any attempt against 
the formidable power of the English either by open aggression or secret 
intrigue But even at that period His Highness would have been rejoiced 
if you had been defeated m which case he would have readily combined 
with the Mahrattas to complete your defeat and expulsion Of late many 
circumstances have been represented to His Highness in such a way as to 
produce in his mind a conviction, that your resources are exhausted, and 
that you arc as incapable as you are unwilling to undertake another war 
The emissaries of Ghatkcy and Holkar, who arc spread throughout the 
whole of India are active in representing the termination of the late war as 
a signal proof of the prowess of Holkar and the defeat of the English A 
few sensible men know the contran% but the body of the people give full 
credit to the falsehood of Holknr’s emissaries It is likewise geneially 
believed that Holkar and Sindia will soon meet to concert the plan ot a 
new war and that their immediate view are directed towards Berar Those 
impressions have been received with implicit confidence by the Nizam who 
has been taught to believe that the present is a most favourable opportunitv 
to thro,w the control of the British Government and to establish the perfect 
and exclusive indepcndance of .he Asophiah State Raja Mahipat Ram 
md Ragotim Rao have exerted all their influence and talents to convince 
the Nizam of the weakness ot the British Government and of the practi- 
cabilitj’’ of removing that control by which he is restricted in his foreign 
relations with the other Native States It has been pointed out to His 
Highness that Dowlat Rao Sindia, who was bounded by similar engage- 
ments to those by which His Highness himself is connected with the British 
Government had succeeded in liberating himself from his alliance, .has 
gained an accession of territory by the violation of his engagements and has 
recovered his indepcndance It has also been suggested to him that the 
British Government has no longer the capability of punishing the infraction 
of engagements, of which it was formerly so punctilious, and that Holkar 
has received and encouraged Serjee Rao Ghautky in open violation of a 
particular stipulation of Trca.tj’' 

15 Meer Allum enlarged upon all these topics and interspersed them 
with many anecdotes to illustrate and confirm his remarks But the object 
of this part of his discourse was to show-ane that His Highness the Nizam 
had long fostered a jealousy and hatred of the English that he could avail 
himself of the first favourable opportunity of manifesting his hostility, and 
that the present had been pointed out to him as an excellent occasion to 
commence a system of obstinate resistance against every proposal of the 
British Government and every suggestion and opinion of the British 
Resident 

V 

16 I interrupted the Minister to observe that I supposed he was suffi- 
ciently convinced of the absurdity of -the impressions stated to have been 
received by His Highness to render it unnecessary for me to show him how 
ridiculous they were The Minister replied that he h^d no doubt of their 
absurjlity, but as long as they were confidently received bv the Soubahdar 
they were calculated to produce the most serious evils The harmony and 
confidence of the two States, which has proved the safety of the Nizam's 
Government was liable to be interrupted, all the original object of the 
alliance were exposed to rum, and His Highness may be led on step by 
step, bv the advice of ignorant prejudiced counsellors to forgo rhe friend- 
ship of the English, and to bring rum on himself and his family 

17 I enquired whether His Highness had been rash enough to adopt 
any measure by the advice of those men, which afforded any proof of his 
hostility against the British Government The Minister replied that he 
had no doubt that His Highness had sanctioned a correspondence with 
Holkar and Ghatky of which the object was decidedly hostile to the British 
Government That the last Arzee which His Highness had received from 

44 
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Mahipot Ram coniaincd two letters to His Highness on** from Holknr and 
the other from Serjee Rao Ghautk> I enquired uhelhcr the Minister 
could depend upon the autlicnilclt> of this Intelligence The Minister 
immediately in a solemn manner assured me that neither he nor Chandu Lai 
could have any doubt of the fact of Holkar and Ghotky i letters having 
been received Ly Hit Highness and having been read to Hit Highness by 
Ismail Yar Jung 1 asked whether these letters proceeded m the first In 
stance from Holkar and Ghaulk> or whether Ihej were replies to former 
letters from His Highness or written b> Hii Highness s orders The 
Minuter answered that he supposed them to be replies to the letters which 
Raja Mahipat Ram had the orders of His Highness addressed to Holkar 
and Ghatky The Minister likewise stated that two letters had been 
received from Dowlat Rao Sindia one to His Highness, and the other as 
far as I can recollect to himself That these were formal letters and which 
he supposed would be communicated to mt but that the messengers were 
likewise cliargcd with two nrisatc letters one to the Niram and the other 
to the Bucksnee Begum which had been dclutrcd and rt.cci%cd 

18 The Minuter then resumed the subject of his discourse and stated 
'The last Ar 2 cc. which Mahipat Ram wrote and which enclosed the two 
letters from Holkar and Ghatkev referred princinall> to the late measures 
which had been adopted against Kao Rumba and Noorul Omrah It repre 
sented that Raja Rao Kumba was one of llic oldest ani most faltliful of 
Hli Highness s officers who merited His Highness moil implicit and un 
bounded confidence and support That Noorul Omrah was dc'otcd io 
Hli Highness and was Inimical onij to Mccr Allum and the English 
That Mccr Allum was concerned in a plot with the Engluh ta rcmo\c 
gradually every officer of rank and conscoucncc from the scrMcc of His 
Highneu to tutabliih the luprcmac) of Ine British Government and to 
o\ertum Hu Highness i State That arc rumours of a disaficttion in the 
subsidiary force and of a combination between the Mutineers and Rao 
Rumba and Noorul Omrah were only a specious pretext to effect the re* 
mo\al of those faithful serwanti whom Mccr Allum ind the English nad not 
been able to bring over to their mcws That If His Highness consented to 
the dismissal of Nooml Onrrah we should next find some pretence to ex 
pel Sheyaroodouiah Shemsool Dmrah Umjudool Moolk and c\ery man 
of rank who was attached to Hu Highness s State That 1C Nooru! Omrah 
should be dismissed every other Chieftain would relinquish the cause of 
his sovereign and would be induced from motives of self preservation to 
adopt the views of the British Government Mahipat Ram therefore en 
treat^ His Highness if he had an> regard for hli faithful servant for hu 
independance dignity and safct> to'oppose the dismissal of Noorul Omrah 
to retain the Chieftain in the service and to insist upon it m spite of Meer 
Allum I advice and the Resident s opinion Mahipat Ram assured Hia 
Highness that he might with great safety inlist on anything he chose in 
opposition to the wishes of the Resident as the British Government was 
exhausted and fearful of provoking the cnralt>’ of any of the Native Stales 
and as the Resident was ordered to comply with all the wishes of His High 
ness Mahipat Ram employed many other arguments to prove the necessity 
of retainmgNooru! Omrah the weaKness of the Bntisfi Government and the 
impolicy of conceding any point to the Bntish Resident It was this Arzec 
supported by the letters from Holkar and Ghautk-y which prc^uced so 
sudden a revolution in the mind of His Highness who immedmtclv con 
suited with his foster brothers Burkun-^axe Khan and Rardnr Khan 
These i>ersons were of course prepared to applaud the good advice and 
fidelity of Mahipat Ram and It was determined that His Highness should 
immediately order the Minister to communicate to me Hu Highness s 
resolution to retain Noorul Omrah It was likewise resolved that Hii 
Highness should not be at the trouble to owign any reasons for hii with to 
restore Noorul Omrah to the service and that if the Resident ihoolS 



oppose that measure Hi& Highness should insist upon It as an uncontrol- 
able act of his prerogative In short continued Meer Allum, these are the 
circumstances of the case His Highness deliberately resolves to dismiss 
Noorul Omrah from his service in consequence of the information laid 
before him by the British Resident Mahipat Ram interferes alarms and 
misleads His Highness by the most malignant falsehoods, and His Highness 
without consulting any ‘person of rank or respectability without receiving 
the opinions of his Ministers, and without any previous intimation to the 
Resident, suddenly determines to retain Noorul Omrah in his service If, 
added the Minister, His Highness’s Obstinacy and caprice ^vere confined to 
this step, the consequences would not be so great, but this is only the preli 
minary to further and more important opposition If Mahipat Ram 
triumphs in retaining Noorul Omrah, Rao Rumba will be recalled, Suree- 
put Ram will be sent for, Seetul Dass will be countermanded from Berar, 
Chandu Lai will be dismissed and disgraced, and I myself may fall a sacn- 
fice to the folly of my Master and the malignity of my enemies 

19, I replied to the Meer that I was seriously concerned to learn that 
Mahipat Ram could exercise so dangerous an ascendancy over the weak and 
Ignorant mind of the Nizam, as from all that I had seen and heard, I was 
fearful that his ascendancy would be employed to direct the views and con- 
duct of the Nizam, to objects incompatible with those solemn obligations of 
good faith, friendship and gratitude by which he was connected with the 
British Government I was also concerned to observe that the confidence 
and good understanding, which I had been at such pains to establish bet- 
v/een him and the Nizam, should be liable to be interrupted and destroyed 
by the constant interference of Raja Mahipat Ram With regard to Noorul 
Omrah His Highness had no doubt a right to restore that Chieftain to the 
service, though we might justly complain of the very ungracious ana 
improper way in which His Highness’s resolution was communicated, and 
though we might lament that it did not proceed from His Highness’s own 
deliberations but was^ owing to the false and malicious insinuations of Mahi- 
pat Ram If His Highness in the first instant had manifested any disposi- 
tion, to retain Noorul Omrah or to nullify the severity of his punishment, 

I certainly should have offered no opposition to His Highness’s pleasure 
However as His Highness had himself assured me of his desire to dismiss 
Noorul Omrah, I should expect to receive from His Highness some expla- 
nation of the causes of so sudden and -unexpected a change in his disposition 
towards Noorul Omrah, and I therefore requested the Minister to repre- 
sent to His Highness my anxiety for an audience, which I was desirous of - 
procuring as soon as possible But I observed that this point about Nooru! 
Omrah was of trifling consideration when compared with what he had stated 
respecting the, conduct and views of Mahipat Ram and the correspondence 
between Holkar and Ghautkay and His Highness the Nizam 

20 Meer Allum replied that Raja Mahipat Ram, with the knowledge, 
sanction and authority of the Nizam, was engaged in a clandestine corres- 
pondence with Holkar, Ghatkay and Sindia, of which the object was most 
hostile to the alliance between the Nizam and the Company, md to the 
interests and power of the Company It may be said that the Nizam can 
without impropriety write friendly letters to Holkar and Sindia^ who are 
at peace with the Company ,But why is the corresoondence earned on 
with such cautious secrecy through Mahipat Ram'^^ Why are not the public 
Munisters of his Government employed in writing and receiving the letters^ 
Why IS the circumstance of the correspondence concealed from die British 
Resident'^^ The answer is that His Highness and Mahipat Ram know that 
T am faithfully attached to the combined interests of the two SItates that I 
consider them as inseparable and that I would from nolicy and honour, 
resist any procedure whidh was irreconcilable with the obligations by 
which His Highness is bounded to th'e British Government. 
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21 I Qikcd the Minuter whether it wai completely out of hli power 
to conciIiJrtc the Nizam and obtairt from HIi Hichncsi that fharc of con 
fidcncc which should enable him to Imprcti Hu Highness with a proper 
concession of hi5 real mtcrcsti as well at of the duties which resulted from 
the Bolcran obligations of a treaty nnd of Emtltude for the liberal and 
disinterested fncndsliip of the llritish Oo\(rnmcnt Ihc Minister replied 
that as long as lie continued to adhere to those principles. b> which he had 
always regulated hit conduct it was impossible that he should ever obtain 
the confidence of the Nizam His Highness considered every man to be 
ins enemy who was attached to the Dnlish Government and every man to 
be Ins friend who was hostile to the British Government in direct contradic 
tion of hts engagements by which he tt bounden to consider the friends and 
enemies of one to l>c the friends and enemies of the other It is therefore 
impossible that as long as the Nizam labours under so erroneous so unyust 
and so dangerous an impression as long ns he Is decidedly hostile to the 
British Government Hii Highness should ever place confidence in me or 
listen to my counsels who actively promoted the present alliance, and 
nm devoted from even consideration of policy honour and gratitude to 
that connection which His Highness it to anxious to dissolve If conti 
nued Mccr Allum I could so far forfiit my duty to the State of which I am 
nominally the principal Minister as to enter into the hostile views of the 
Nizam to prumitc to form a combination with the Mahrattas to disiohe 
the present alliance and to expel your notion from the Deccan and from 
India if I gratified the Nizam by a low contemptuous abuse of your Nation 
Government and religion I have no doubt of being able to procure the 
confidence and favour of my Sovereign but 1 leave you to judge whether 
1 would submit to purchase hii favour ai such ntc 

22 I enquired whether some sensible cv il-disposcJ men such as 
Umjadool Mull or Ithisamul MoolK could not influence His Highness to 
receive a more appropriate conception of his interests and duty and to 
reject the absurd and malicious insinuations of Mahipat Ram the foster 
brothers and thur axiociatcs The Minister replied that Ithisamul Moolk 
was disgusted with the conduct and disposition of the Nizam who was 
offended at his honesU and candour that Umjodul Moolk had once or 
twice given advice to the Nizam but the conduct of Hu Highness towards 
him was not likely to induce him to undertake so ungracious an office again 

23 Indeed I liad heard that Umjadul Moolk" had ventured to iptak 
to the Nizam pn the impropnctv of suddenly altering hia resolutions nnd 
on the impolicy of treating the Minister and Chandulal with indignity and 
of blindly opposing all the Resident s sucgcitions that the Nizam had been 
much oSendim by such unwelcome advice and had ceased to call Umjud 
i>ol Moolk to hig private councils This information which I received from 
good authority the Minister confirmed 

24 I asked whether the Buckshi Begum would not interpose her 
advice to rescue the Nizam from the desperate counsels of Mahipat Ram 
and the malignant influence of His Highness s associates The Minister 
replied that both the Buckshi Begum and Tyouatoof?) Nissa Begum loudly 
complained of the capriciouiness obstinacy and folly of the Nizam and 

I were offended at the disrespectful demeanour of their son at hit indcco- 

' rum licentiousness and progligacy In short added the Minister there it 
nopersoo of rank or respectability in the city who (torn) dispise His 
Highness and the (toml detest him for hu rapacity and Indeed 

such IS the feeling towards His Highness both and out of the city that 
if you and I were to go to any other of the late Nizam s sons and present 
our Nazars the present Soubahdar would lose hii throne amidst the accia 
mations of the people without a life being lost or sword drawn His 
Highness owed his peaceable accessioir to his throne and the enjoyment 
of hli undisturbed authority to the disinterested support and fricndinip of 
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the British Government and if the Subsidiary Force and your support were 
to be withdraN\n, a Revolution in this Government would take place in the 
course of a week Thus said the Mini<;ter docs the Nizam owe the preser- 
vation of his dignitj and aulliority to that very connection, which he is so 
anxious to dissolve He is secretly endeavouring to undermine that very 
mtluencc which made him a Monarch, and which alone could protect his 
authority 

25 The Minister then addrc'^scd me in a tone of unusual seriousness 
and solemnity and requested that I would submit at full length to the 
Governor-General all that he had said together with the sentiments which 
he N\as now about to express to me “I owe,” said the Ministci, “my eleva- 
tion to my present olTice to the fa\ourable opinion winch Lord Wcllcslcv 
w’as pleased to entertain of nn character and ■services For nearlv thirty 
vears I ha^e assiduousK laboured to promote the dignity and sakly of the 
Asophia State 1 have held situations of great importance and I have been 
cmplo>ed in ser\iccs of delicacy and diflicull> I enjoyed tile confidence of 
my late So\crcign, and the good opinion of the British Government I 
know% and admire the character and policy of the British Government and 
since I have been the Minister of this Slate, my grc.itcst anxictj has been to 
promote all the objects of alliance, b^ which this State is connected with the 
British Government I'his anxietv indcpcndcnth of all personal motives 
prompts me to recommend to the Governor-General to take into his nio'-t 
serious consideration the state of affairs at this court, and to cndea\our to 
lescue the Nr/am, from the malignant influence of a few' abandoned des- 
perate men, b\ whom His Highness wmII otherwise be led to destruction 
To clfcct the most clcsirgblc it will be necessary that I should be openlj and 
vigorously supported by the British Government, that I should be invested 
w'lth plenars powers b> the Ni/am and that those persons should be lemov- 
ed w'ho stand between (he Nizam and (he British Government Anj mea- 
sures chort of these, w’lll only tend to place me in difficulty and danger, 
without producing any amelioration in the condition of the affairs at this 
Court Advice and remonstrance will be throwm away upon such a mind as 
the Nizam's or they w'ill be counteracted by the evil influence of Mahipu 
Ram and the profligate associates of His Highne‘:s 1 do not know’ how far, 
such decided interposition on the part of the British Government may be 
consistent wnth the change w’hich has taken place in the political svstem of 
the Company, but 1 am confident that no other measure but that of decided 
interposition and the most vigorous control can check the progress of His 
Highness’s disposition to relinquish all the benefits of the alliance with the 
Company and to abandon himself to the destructive friendship of Holkar 
and Ghautkay If such measures as those 1 have recommended, be incon- 
sistent in the pjcsent political system of the Company, 1 am truly concern- 
ed, but I perceive no other alternative than to leave His Highness to an 
uncontrolled exercise. of his authority and to the guidance of a party who 
are all the rancorous enemies of the British Government I beg”, continued 
the Minister, “that my motive may not be misinterpreted I am actuated 
by no other motive than the extreme anxiety which I feel for the interests of 
my o-v&n Sovereign as w'ell as for those of the British Government If my 
resignation can in any way piomote the good understanding between the 
two States, I wull willingly, relinquish my situation and retire either to the 
Company’s Dominion or to the Tomb of the prophet where I shall continue 
to offer up my prayers for the prosperity of tw'o Governments which it is 
my ambition and anxiety personally to promote” 

26 After expressing these sentiments, by which he was much affected, 
the Minister appeared so exhausted that I found it necessary to propose that 
we should return to the exterior apartment which was more airy, and I 
shortly afterwards took my leave with a promise to submit all that had 
' passed between us to the Governor-General 
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27 I ha\c endeavoured to fulfil my prorauc by itatmg ai nearly ai 
pofiiibic the lubstancc of a convcnation which occupied three hourt At 
tin same time I am conicioui that my Account con\c}i a \cry inadequate 
notion of tlic \Igour and eloquence ol the MinUtcr i dlicounc The train 
ot hit opinion# and argumcnti wa» often interrupted by anecdotci and 
rcmarlj* uliicli rened to illustntc the fubitancc of his diicourst but uhkfc 
I hn\c not thought it ncccwao to obtrude upon your notice 

2S I h-wc alrcad\ %cnlurcd to occupy ro much of your time by the 
extent of this dispatch that I ihall conclude for the present and shall here- 
after do myself the honour of dct'silmp whnt has occurred respecting Nooru! 
Omrah and of ofTcrmg such obserxationi and sentiments of my own as may 
assist your judgment in the consideration of the important subject of the 
Minister s discourse 

i rcMs/cfion o/ a note /roni f/ic A/i)ii$fcr to t/ic /?Mfdc«f 

Raja Rao Rumbi Rhadur Noorul Omrah Rha fur Degumba Pundit 
and Narsingn Rao ha\ing earned on a correspondence with the Native 
Troops in the Bnitth Service and information on this suMect having been 
represented by the Resident to His Highness the Niznm I^o Rninbs Bh> 
dur lias been ordered to retire to his Jaghecr and Degumba Pundit and 
Narsinga Rao have been sent to the Portress of Mulkalr With rcspQct to 
Nooiul Omrah Bhadur it has been determined by His Highness that 
some place shall be pointed out where Noorul Omrah with his family and 
sons may remain 

These circumstances arc communicated for your information 
Siihjlanre 0 / the Rrsidml s reply to l/it above note 

I have the pleasure to receive your note (here recaptulate its contenU) 
You did me the favour to communicate to me the determination of Hit 
Higlincss relative to Raji Rao Rumba Degumba Pundit and Narsinga 
Rao. on the da^ on which Hit Highness the Nizam was pleased to come 
to that determination, these crrcumstanccs arc thorcforc not unknown to 
me and did not require a second communication^ and on the same day 
which I received your first note \ sent a copy of li to the Hon blc the 
Governor General 1 confess I cannot understand why 0 new and uncipect 
td arrangement relative to Noorul Omrah should now be communicated 
to me '*j an original resolution You must remember that all the circuip 
stances relative to the conduct of Raja Rao Rumba nnd Noorul Omrah 
were fully and specially represented to His Highness the Nizam and that 
after many days consideration it was finally resolved by His Highness that 
Noorul Omrah should be ordered to return to his native country that he 
was deprived of his Jighecr and that he received the formality of his dis- 
missal In consequence of these measures 1 expected the departure of 
Noorul Omrah and I know of no other -cause of the delay which took place 
in hii leaving Hyderabad than hii wishing to besomed by hii ion and asso- 
ciates previously to his departure Under this impression I unexpectedly 
received your note communicating to me a resolution that Noorul Omran 
should remain here As the dismissal of Noorul Omrah was determined 
upon after manv days^ deliberation and rcffcction as he publicly received 
the formality of his duraissal. and as it must be notorious tt> the world that 
so decided a manifestation 01 His Highness 1 dissatisHction must be owing 
to tome great impropriety in Noorul Omrah s conduct it appears to me 
that suffering Noorul Omrah to remain at the Capital must derogate from 
the dignity and be prejudicial to the interests of the Government by abs- 
tracting from those imorcsiiont which other persons ought to receive when 
ever a measure of public severity and displeasure is adopted against a penoo 
of consequence It is, therefore my opinion that Noorul Omrah shonld be 
immediatclv ordered to leave thctvicmitr of the Capital If HU Jlifihnes* 
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the Nizam is disposed to testify his munificence towards Noorul Omiah, a 
handsome sum of money might be given to him to enable him to prosecute 
his journey vith every convenience and comfort, and he has already a 
personal Jaghecr amounting to about 70,000 Rupees per annum An addi- 
tional Jaghcer might be conferred upon him the benefit of which he may 
icccixc and en 3 o\ in Ins natne country Such acts of muniliccnc\ and 
goncrosilv ha\c been customan* from tormer Sovereigns to their dismissed 
scr\ ants 

I car ln\c, of course no interested motive in the opinion which I 
InM’ lakn the libcrtj to offer to >our consideration Whatever I ha\c 
before rcr'rcsentcd to His Highness rotative to this subject proceeded from 
the livclv interests which I take in the afiairs of this State and whatever I 
ha\c now stated to >ou is owing to the desire which 1 feel unimpaired to 
prcscr\e the dignit> credit and respect of His Highness's Government 

I request that m> sentiments and opinion on this subject may be sub- 
mitted to the notice of His Highness the Nizam 


Letter No 20. — Sydenham reports that Uic Nizam Pew to a rage when he 
read the leply of the Resident to the note sent to him CResident) 
by the Prime Minister regaiding the new arrangements dcstred by 
the Nizam about Noorul Omrah When the Resident lequested for 
an interview the Nizam demanded his (Resident's) acceptance of 
the arrangement about Noorul Umiah as a condition foi the grant 
of an interview The Resident took exception to this and «efused 
to subniit to the condition. The enclosures are illuminating on 
this point. 

From— T SYDENHAM, 

To-THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 

Hydciahad, ihc 30th Scptcvihci 1806 

In my last address No 18 I have the honour of submitting to your 
notice a copy and translation of the letter which I wrote to tiie Minister, 
in reply to his note communicating to me His Highness the Nizam's deter- 
minat’on, relative to Noorul Omrah and I stated that the circumstances 
related to me by Chandu Lai and the Minister had induced me to lequest 
that I might be speedily honoured by a personal interview with His 
Highness 

2 To this request 1 received an answer of which I have the honour 
to enclose a translation and copy 

3 As I conceived it to be improper and irregular for the Nizam to 
prescribe the conditions to an audience required by the Resident, as 
such a-proceeding was never adopted at this Court, and as I deemed it to 
he equally impolitic and derogatory frorn the dignity of the representative 
character to submit to an innovation 'which has always subsisted at 
this Court, immediately prepared and dispatched a note to the Minister, 
the substance and translation of which (No 2) is annexed to this d spatch 

4 I understood from good authority that His Highness betrayed a 
great deal of indecent passion on the perusal of mv reply, loaded Chandulal 
and the Minuter with the most absurd epithets, and having rent for Shum- 
«ool Omrah, Umjudool Moolk, and Sheyaroo Dowlah expected now the 
Minister (using an epithet with which, T forbear to pollute the records of 
this Residency) be sent for Chandu Lai immediately hastened to the 
Minister's, related what V^'d passed, enti'eated him, as he valued his honout* 
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nnd hii life nnd not to go to the Durbnr while HU Highncii was in lO 
frantic a range The Minuter follonetl Chnndu Lai » ncivicc and teni a 
nievsagc to Hil Highness stating in \cry respectful terms that he was too 
unwell to lca\c his hou^c When Chandu 1^1 returned to the Durbar with 
the Ministers message he found that His Highness s passion had in some 
degree subsided and notinng particular occurred 

5 Such was the nformation which 1 recciNcd but the Minuter sent 
me word that IIis Hjghnesi had perused m\ letter and had ordered him 
to the Durbir but at he was unwell he had made an excuse and had 
stajid at home 

6 I still bLhc\c that my information wis correct but that the Minis' 
ttr tnouglii It more prudent to withhold from me an> communication of 
the Nitnm s conduct and expressions and to appear not to notice them 

7 The line of conduct which I ha\c proposed to m>iclf was to 
wilt for an answer to m> letter If HU Higlincss should grant me an 
audicacx to state m\ opinions with candour nnd respect and afterwards 
ro lci\c His Highness nt perfect Iibtrlj to act as he thought proper If 
Jlii Highness should refuse to see me to make o reference to my own 
Go\enimLnt and to take no step AMthout specific instructions in the 
meanwhile to offer no opinions or suggestions regarding the dismissal or 
retention of Noorul Omrah 

8 At this time I had the honour to rccci\c \our commands con 
MTjed <0 me in Mr Secretary Cdmonstonc s dispatch dated the Ist of 
bcptcinhcr 

9 In complinnee with the suggestions contained in the 4th paragraph 
ol tint dispatch. I should not ha\c lost on> time proposing the recall of 
Rao Rumba and Noorul Omrah if I hod been convinced that luch a pro- 
posal could at that time have proceeded from me with that appdarance of 
unmfiuinccd grace and clemency which seemed to be the object of your 
wishes liut under the circumstances which had recently occurred it 
appeared to ni> judgment that any immediate or direct proposal of the 
nature lludcd to would be mUconstnicd b> His Highness and his asso- 

his communicjitioni with Chandu L.al nnd the Minister I therefore after 
mature reflection determined to make no direct proposal but to leave 
His Highness to the uninfluenced guidance of hii own will which I knew 
was diifKiscd to retain Noorul Omrah in the service 

10 Two days after the receipt of Mr Sccrctar> Edmonstone i letter 
the Minister i -Moonihy waited upon me and stated that Hii Highness 
was still desirous to receive m> sentiments respecting Noorul Omrah I 
tntlv replied that I hod already offered my real sentiments fully in 
writing that I could only advise as a friend that His Highness was of 
course absolute in all matters relative to the internal nSairs of his Govern 
ment and the treatment of hii own servants and that His Highness was 
therefor at perfect liberty to dispose of Noorul Omrah m any manner 
that His Highness thought proper That whether Noorul Omrah remain 
cd in thu service or not was of no consideration to the British Govern- 
ment nnd that Hu Highness would of course decide on that subiect for 
himself As for myself I could not be supposed to feel any personal interest 
m His Highness s determination but that I must insist that His Highoew 
would r('*omlre tne principle of granting me an unconditional interview 
whenever 1 should require an audience for the purpose of making anv com 
munications relative to the affairs of the two States 

11 His Highne*i I i nderstand was pleased at the tenor of th^tf 
message and some days aftenvardi directed the Minister to fix upon the 
quota of troops to be hereafter maintained by Noorul Omrah and a 

for hii residence The Minister I am told proposed 500 or 800 honemea 
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which would include all Noorul Omrah's friends and dependants, and 
has mentioned the city of Aurangabad for his residence An active negotia- 
tion has been carried on by Noorul Omrah to have the quota increas^, 
and I hear that he has already expended two lakhs of rupees to obtain his 
wish It does not ’appear certain what arrangement will positively take 
place, as the Nizam does not now express as much anxiety about it, but 
I shall not be surprized to hear that Noorul Omrah is reinstated in all 
his former Jagheers for the maintenance of his original quota of troops 

12 The same circumstances which have influenced my conduct re- 
garding Noorul Omrah, seem to suggest the expediency of my withhold- 
ing any proposition relative to the recall of Raja Rao Rumba, until I may 
be assured of the state of His Highness’s temper and disposition, that such 
A proposition would be received in a proper light by the Nizam, and would 
make a suitable impression on the mind of Raja Rao Rumba At present 
His Highness would misinterpret the motive of such a proposition and 
Rao Rumba would impute his recall rot w’lth the clemency and liberality 
of the British Government but to the intrigues and ascendancy of Mahipat 
Ram and to the successful struggle of Noorul Omrah 

13 The various letters which I have addressed to the Secretary In 
the Political Department will make you acquainted with the opinion that 
I am disposed to entertain of the nature of the late defection, of the Native 
troops in the Madras Army, and those opinions, which were deduced from 
partial observation of tjiie occurrences at this station, appear to coincide 
with the result of your own ludgmeiit on ail the information which has 
been submitted to your notice 

14 I understand that it was for some days before His Highness the 
Nizam could determine on an answer to my last note to the Minister 
requiring that no conditions should be prescribed to my audien^'e of His 
Highness At length an answer was determined upon of which T have the 
honour to enclose a copy and translation, and which I am dispoesd to 
receive as a sufficient explanation of the Minitser’s first note No 1 

Translation of a Note from the Minister to the Resident, 
dated 16th September 1806 

I submitted an Arzee relative to your audience with His Highness the 
Nizam His Highness was pleased to reply that if Captain Svdenham 
would first agree to Noorul Omrah’s remaining at Ellichpore His Highness 
would see Captain Sydenham, on Thursday next the 18th Rllichpore was 
the Native place of Azimul Omrah, and in consequence of the connection 
between Noorul Omrah and Azimul Omrah, Ellichpore should be fixed 
upon as the residence of Noorul Omrah I have communicated this for 
your information, and whatever you may state in reply, shall be submitted 
to His Highness 

Substance of a letter from the Resident to the Minister in reply to the 
above 

I have received your note relative to the Arzee which you addressed to 
His Highness concerning an audience, and I have understood the reply 
which His Highness was'pleased to make to your representation 

The fact is this that the sole object of my wishing to be honoured with 
an audience was to submit to His Highness some circumstances of a seneraJ 
nature which I conceive^ might be useful to the interests of the two States, 
and it is not customary or regular to prescribe any conditions to an audience 
that may be requested by the Officer holding the situation of a Resident I 
am therefore very much surprized that the audience which I asked for should 
be subj'ected to any conditions I be2 leave to reauest that you will 
represent to His Highness, that if His Highness will be pleased to honour 

45 
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me with a pcrtonal and unconditional interview I fhali be exceedingly 
rcjoicc<J in order that I may have an opportunity of pcrionally rcprcteni 
ind the circumitancci I have to lubmit to hi« notice Olhcrwiie 

Hii Highncis lia* only to declare that It ti not hii plcaiurc that I ihould 
receive an audience in order that I may report the cirtumitance to my own 
Government and receive inslructioni fot the guidance of my conduct 

I have itntcd thu for your informition in order that it may be 
communicated to His Highness and I hope that I may soon receive a 
favoumble answer 

A true copy 

C RUSSEL 

Acting Pint Assiitaat 


Letter No 21 —The letter contains nn enclosure which reveals the 
deranged condUion of Nltam s mind demonstrated bv his acts of 
violence and c'ccsscs It also Intimates that Noorul Ummh v?as 
still in camp near Cdlabad 

From-T SYDCNHAM UnSIDENT at HYDERABAD 

To-M ELPHINSTONC UPSIDENT AT NAGPUR 

IlydcTchad the 18t/i October 1806 

I have the honour to transmit to yoO for your information a copy of 
ny addre i No 20 to the Hon blc Governor Ccncral 

To-THr HON ntr sir G H barlow BARONCT COVER 
NOR GENLRAU 

Hon blc Sir 

1 am concerned to observe that the Nixam i conduct become* more 
extraordinary and unaccountable than ever The Physician and penpni 
about the Durbar attribute these ccccntncltic* to insanity and really they 
bear strong marks of deranged mmd 

2 His language nnd dcme^>^ou^ to Chandu Lai has become 
sufficiently gracious and condescending he makes constant enquiries of 
Mccr Alhim s health and has sent him n number of presents which though 
tnfling in themselves appear to be intended as marks of politeness and 
kindness towards the Minuter 

3 His suUcn^cfs -md anner nnnenr* to have mken a different coone 
and arc now manifested towards his women his family his immediate 
dependants and those Omrahs who from their situations are obliged to be 
in waiting about the Durbar 

4 He has prohibited Shemiool Omrah Omiud-ool Moolk and She 
yar-oo-Douloh from approaching the presence and has ill treated the me* 
sengers by whom those Omrahs have conveyed their usual enquine* and 
compliment* He ha* Used such expressions toward* the Arzbegee Zca 
hool Moolk that the poor man has complained to the Minister of the indig 
nitic* and insult to which he is subjected from bi* personal attendance on 
the Nizam 

5 The Begums fhc Buckshie Begum and Tyneatool Nis*a Beciim are 
more Ind enanr than ever at the violent and indecent behaviour of the 
Nizam They have been lately cnijaged in cclpbrahng the rn'm-iofTp of 
Moartazeool Ommh with the daughter of Jehandar Jah one of Hi* High 
ne*v I brothers When the ufuol communicnt ont on this subicet were 
made to His Highnw and request ore«€nted for the customarv numher 
nf elephants and i”fR^ient bridal for the last bridal nrocession Hi* Hiffh 
nets positively refused to grant the request and the ceremonies would 
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have been suspended if the Minister had not furnished what was neces- 
sary from his own establishment 

6 The two principal asseels of the Mahal, Mama Buroun and Mama 
Chumpa, to avoid the extraordinary facts of passion manifested by His 
Highness have sought refuge with the Buckishee Begum and lyniatoo 
Nissa Begum It would appear that they acted with great prudence for 
the third AssecI Mama Hanif and old woman of great respectability has 
been tied up and beaten in the most inhuman manner for some trivial 
negligence . 

7 But His Highness’s conduct towards Jeliman Begum, a young 
woman of great beauty who was far gone with child is the most melanchol> 
proof of his cruelty and folly His Highness entrusts this Begum with 
some papers which were misla'd on which His Highness beat hei so 
violently that she miscarried In this state His Highness insisted on pre- 
senting some medicine for her, which he forced her to take and which 
threw her into such violent convulsions that her life was despaired of, 
on hearing this, the Begum’s mother, who lives in the city, flew to the 
assistance of her daughter, but in the anxiety of her maternal alarm neg- 
lected to go through the term of asking leave to visit the Mahal When 
the Nizam heard of her arrival, he started up and went to the apartment 
with a drawn sword, with the declared intention of putting the mother and 
daughter to death The women of the palace surrounded him, threw 
themselves at his feet, implored his mercy, and with great difficulty restrain- 
ed the violence of his rage The young Begum is still very ill, but is 
expected to recover 

8 It appears that His Highness passes his nights in a very disturbed 
state, that he scarcely ever remains In the same apartment more than an 
hour or two that he suddenly starts up in great alarm and apoarent horror 
and goes from one apartment to another in quest of repose In this dsturb- 
ed state he passes the night and frequentlv changes his room five or six times 
m the course of the night The female attendants report that he seems to 
be troubled with dreadful dreams as he suddenly starts up from his 
sleep and can give no reason for his alarm or horror 

9 The Minister appears to be convinced that all this oTOceeds'from 
some derangement of intellect and would be serious to send the physician to 
him to bleed him and administer some medicines as generallv lessen the 
violence of these fits But the phvsicians are afraid ro approach His High- 
ness in his present state, ^ as he often interferes on their prescriptions and 
never patiently submits to their advice But I should hope that the violence 
of his present fits will in a short time exhaust itself and that he may gradu- 
ally be induced to take such medicines as would facilitate his recovery 

10 In the meanwhile the Minister has very properly determined to 

be extremely cautious and circumspect not to trouble His Highness with 
any public business and not to do anything which can tend to increase the 
violence of His Highness’s present distemper ^ 

- 11 His Highness has not come to any resolution respecting Noof- 
ool Omrah, who still remains in his tents near Golkundah employing everv 
effort of intrigue and bribery to obtain his original quota of troops and his ' 
former Jagheers 

I^have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Hyderabad • T. SYDENHAM, Resident 

The I2th October 180o* 
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Letter No 22 — Edmonstonc encloses vftlh this letter copies of three dis- 
patches pciialnlnfl to the Rao Rambha Nooni! Umrah aflalr In 
H^crabad TT^c Go\cmor General aprro\*cs of the conduct and 
course of action of the Resident, and places before Ids 
council the full Implications of the attitude of the Nlram in 
reinstating Noorul Umrah and recalling Rao Ramblia to Hv*dcnbad 
The Council agrees \Mth the Gox'cmor General In the decision to 
point out to the Nizam the great adv’anlagcs of his alllarce v,dth 
the British and the obligations that the alliance brought upon him 
and the British Go\‘cmmcnl, and hon he should act under the 
present arcumstanccs The proceedings of the council nd the 
letter addressed to the Nizam cIcarU Illustrate the abandonment 
of fhc policy of non Interference >\hfch had been adopted so far 

From-N B LDMONSTONF SnCRLTAR^ TO GOVCUNMENT, 
To— M ELPHINSTONE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR. 

Fort U Ilimm the 6(/i November 1806 

Thr» Go\crnor General in Council deeming it proper that you ihould 
be apprized of any political mcaturcs of importance adopted b> Govern 
went with rcipect to other State* hat directed the iransmiMion to you 
of the enclosed document* as noted in the margin from y.hich >ou will be 
anprizcd of the course of proceeding* adopted by Go\ ernment with a 
view to lecurc the due operation of the alliance *ubsiitmg betwen the Com 
pany and the State of Hyderabad which might be impeded if no restraint 
were imposed upon the few low and profligate character* who find in the 
weak capnciou* and tuspictou* character of Hii Highneis the Soubahdar 
the means of misleading hi* ludgmcnl and irccting hii conduct in n 
manner calculated to icrrc their own interested view* The Governor 
General in Council i* cafijficd that the more rcipectabic part of the com 
munily at H>dcrabad arc suflicicntl) fcn<ibje of the nature and ihe V’alue 
of the alliance as it it connected with the interest* of Hut Highness and 
the Governor General in Council ha* no doubt that Hi* Highnci* will 
ealily be brought to dltccm the imprudence of attending to the counsels 
of those who would indiipoie him to that alliance cspcciaHy a* b> late 
advice* from Hyderabad U appear* that Hi* Highness had again changed 
hi* conduct toward* hi* Minuter* and a* the ladies of most influence in 
the Mahal had suggested to the Rctidcnt and the Minister the courac of 
proiw'ceding actually adopted in term* which indicate a diiposition on 
their part to support it by their advice and remonstrance* 

To-CAPTAIN SYDENHAM RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD 
Sir 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatches Nos 18 
and 19j dated respectively the 2Sth and 30th ultimo and of vour offiaal 
and private letter* to my address of the 1st instant Your private letter* 
of the were communicated to the Governor General m Council at 

the peirod of their receipt and the Governor General m Council has now 
judged it proper to place them upon the records of Government I have 
received the command* of the Governor General in Council to communi 
cate to you the following obiehvationi and instruction* on the important 
subjects of tho»e dispatches 

2. The continued and connected information contained in them exhibit 
a state of affair* at the Court of Hyderabad deeply affecting the security of 
ihe Britiih Interests and requiring the most *cnou* attention of thi* Govern 


349 


course of conduct more consistent with the obligations of the nature of 
his connection with the British Government by restoring to the Minister 
the confidence which he has so unjustly and imprudently withdrawn by 
relinquishing his clandestine and disgraceful intercourse with Mahipat Ram, 
and by rejecting the malevolent counsels of his profligate and contemptible 
associates, it would be imprudent to trust the important interests of the 
Company as connected with the State of Hyderabad to the chance of 
this precarious conversion and as the danger of leaving the alliance ‘in its 
present condition of ostensible solidity but real decay is evidently greater 
lhan could be supposed to exert under any other state of circumstances, 
no alternative is left but to make an effort to replace the aluance" on 
just and proper foundations by a direct and decided interposition of that 
might and influence which the relative situation of the British Govern- 
ment should enable it to command. 

3 As it may be of importance that you should be apprized of the 
argv ments and considerations which have influenced the determination of 
Government upon this momentous question, I am directed to transmit 
enclosed a copy of the Governor-General’s minute upon the subject the 
propositions contained in which have been adopted by the collective autho- 
rity eff the Government . 

4 Tam also directed to transmit to you an English copy of the Gover- 
nor-General’s letter to His Highness the Nizam The original will he 
foi warded as soon as it can be prepared 

5 The Governor-General in Council is aware that the duty thus 
assigned to you of carrying into effect the proposed system of proceeding 
IS in a high degree arduous and delicate but the Governor-General in Coun- 
cil’s experience of the judgment, energy and ability which have dishnguish- 
cii the whole course of your official conduct at the Court of Hvderabad 
leaves no room to doubt of your engaging m the execution of that duty 
with a degree of zeal and alacrity proportioned to the importance of the 
measure and justice and confident expectation of its success 

6 It will be necessary that the remonstrances contained in the Gover- 
iio»*-Generars letter to His Highness shohld be accompanied by a corres- 
ponding communication on your part and with the exception of one point 
which will be noticed in a subsequent part of this dispatch, the enclosed 
doiuments contain every required instruction with regard to the details of 
that communication, the terms of which your judgment and discretion will 
modify according to circumstances, adhering however to the general prin- 
ciples of the declaration contained in the Governor-General’s letter to the 

Nizam excepting on the case to which I am now directed to advert 

« 

7 You will observe the reasons which influence the Governor-Gene- 
ral’s opinion that it is advisable to avoid a reference to distinct facts in 
any representation to be made to the Nizam It is possible, however, that 
the state of your information at the time w^hen you receive this dispatch, 
ma> be such as to dimmish the force of those reasons or that circumstances 
may appear to you and to Meer Allum to render advisable a declaration 
to His Highness of Government’s knowledge of those facts and even an 
immediate demand for the recall of Mahipat Ram and for the dismission 
of His Hiahness’s profligate associates Under such circumstances the 
Governor-General in Council leaves it to your discretion to act as you may 
think proper It further occurred to the Governor-General that Meer 
Allum might be exposed to same decree of dancer bv a declaration of the 
knowdedec w^hich Government possesses of the intrigues which have been 
piosccutcd A consideration for his sqfeh’ indeed renders necessary a Croat 
degree of circumspection in the execution of the measures to be adopitcd 
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8 It appcara to the Governor General in Council alio to be highly 
^d\isablc tu avoid as much ai possible con&istcntb v/ith the lucccst of our 
v»LWi Giving oficnee to the feelings of Hib HIchnets an cfTcct which would 
probabl) be produced in an extreme degree o> a statement of facU per 
lonally referable to him 

9 But although the Governor General in Council recommends the 
ob ervanci, of the utmost practicable delicacy and respect in the mode of 
accomplishing the views of Go>crnmcnt it is nccc'iiry to be firm and 
decided in the measures b> which they arc to be attained 

10 You will obscnc some passage* in the Governor General i Icttci’ 
calculated to alarm ifis Highness s fears By that means alone can an 
effectual and permanent impression upon his weak and capricious mind 
be effected Language howeter cautious directed to that object, muit 
necessarily produce some decree of irritation but that irritation will be less 
m the degree in which the subjects of hit apprchcnsiooi is left to be dearly 
inferred rather than distinctly expressed 

11 It will of course be advisable from the same motives ofilclicacy 
that these communications should be made to Hii Highness m the most 
private manner and His Highness may avoid whatever humuliation might 
attc-nd the publicity of the Icucr by consenting to perure it in your pretence 
alone and by abstaining from the communication of its contents to others 
Bv thus rendering the interposition of the British Government less appa 
rent His Hiphncsi woul be enabled to adopt the course of conduct rccom 
mended to him with more credit and dignity than if the compulsory 
motives of It were publicly exposed 

12. I now proceed to state the scniimenti of Government on the 
point referred to in the 6th paragraph of this dispatch 

13 You will observe the proposition contained in the Governor 
Genera! ■ minute* that you should be insiruckd to explain to Hi* High 
ness the \i 2 gin ilic i»*.neral principles of policy which regulate the conduct 
of the British Government and the object of thot explanation For this 
purpose it will be proper that you »houId introduce mlo your discourse 
lono observations to the following effect 

14 That the British Goveroraent ha* ever entertained and continues 
to entertain an an-vioiis desire to maininn amity and peace with oil the 
States of India That the ways in which it has been engaged vferc the 
result of aijfrcMion on the part of other States which have experienced in 
tfieir defeat the reward of their injustice and temerity That the British 
Government entertains no vicwrs of conquest or extension of dominion 
That the acquisitions of the late Mahratta War were reserved or disposed 
of upon the principle* of depnving the States which had provoked the war 
of rhoie means of injury which they had manifested to unwarrantable a 
disposition to employ against the British Government and its allie* That 
it was necessary consequence of the disposition of the British Government 
to maintain peace and constituted a fundamental principle of policy as it 

also n principle of justice to respect the rights and privileges of other 
States That these pacific and eauitable pnnicplcs formed the foundation 
of the alliances contracted with His Highness with the Peshwa and other 
powers That the preservanon of our rights under the obligation* of thosi 
alliances was an essential means of preserving tranouillity Thar as thf 
British Government scrupulously maintained the faith of its engagements 
it was equally resolved to require on the part of other States the due obscr 
ration of the obligations thev had incurred and in respecting the rights of 
other '^htes the British Government would ever be prepared to protect its 
fwn That although the late territorial acouisitions of the British Govern 
ment and the dcitrucUoai of all that wat forcudable of the power* of tho 
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various. Stales which had without provocation placed themselves in the con- 
dvtion of enemies to the British Go^crnmen(, had augmented its resources, 
Its militaiy strength and reputation bc\ond any former period of time, yet 
that tlie British Government still oh^oived the same system of justice and 
moderation But that if any State or States mi'^intcrprcting the motives 
of our just and moderate s\stcm of policy, should be led to commit Mny 
act of aggre'ssion upon (he Britisli Government or its allies. Government 
W’as prepared to employ the nio<?t prompt and vigorous ciTorts to vindicate 
its riglip; lint ilu‘ Bniish Cu)\einni(. .r was res(>i\cd to mamrain the posi- 
tion in which it liad been placed principally by the result of these efforts 
whicn had in \am been employed to subvert its powder That the British 
Go\ernment was mcrel> desirous of cultnating the prosperity of its own 
dominions ind of maintaining its alliances as tlicy at present exist, of con- 
ciliating the confidence of other States by abstaining from any encroach- 
ment on their rights, privileges and indcpcndancc and of securing the bless- 
ings of lranquillit> and peace, but that the security of these objects depend- 
ed upon a Mgilant observance of the conduct of other States and upon 
maintaining a state of preparation calculated to enable the British Govern- 
ment to oppose a prompt and cncctual resistance to unprovoked aggression, 
violence and insult That a pacific, moderate and libera! course of policy 
was peculiarly consistent wiih the present augmented condition of the 
British power since it would not reasonably be supposed that in that 
aupnientcd state of our resources and our military strength and after the 
iccent experience of our victories and fiiumphs the real motives of such 
system of policy would be misunderstood But that it w'ould be a fatal 
error in anv State to found upon our observance of that system of policy 
a supposition that the British Government w'ould submit to any encroach- 
ment upon its rights or upon those of its allies 

15 I am directed to observ^e that adverting to some parts of Meer- 
AHum’s discourse to you as described in your dispatch No 18, the Gover- 
nor-General in Council deems it highly necessary that you should mti- 
m !(e to Mecr Allum that the principles above described arc those which 
are recognized and enjoined by the legislature That this Government 
IS <_quaily required to take up arms in defence of its just rightb and those 
of its allies or to endeavour to maintain tranquillity by a proper degree 
of lorbearance and moderation in its conduct towards other States That 
after the successful termination of w^ar, when no pow'cr existed wh’ch was 
either capable of affecting the security of the Company’s dominions or 
could be supposed to entertain designs of an hostile nature against it when 
the most undeniable proofs had been afforded of the irresistible superi- 
ority of the British arms and the last enemy of the British power driven 
to extremity by a detachment of our troops had solicited peace and obtain- 
ed it on terms prescribed by the British Government but prescribed on 
principles of perfect liberality and moderation, Government considered 
the foundations of tranquillity to -be established and directed its attention 
to the permanent consolidation of them by observing in all the arrange- 
ments incident to the peace a spirit of liberality, confidence, justice and 
moderation and to the improvement of the sources of augmented pros- 
perity and power resulting from the wars in which the British Govern- 
ment had been compelled to engage That he (iMeer Allum) appeared to 
have mistaken a natural and necessary transition from the active exertions 
of a state of war to the mild ad moderate measures of a state of peace 
security and confidence for a change in the political principles of the British 
Government But that the principles above described had uniformly influ- 
enced and would continue to influence the conduct of the British Govern- 
ment, that the invasion of its rights or of those which it was bound to 
defend had on several occasions called forth the exertions of the ,Bntish 
Aims and that the same causes would again produce same effects That 
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prcviou* to the occurrence of those events which had demanded its exer 
tioiis the Litiiuh Oovtiutntnl was not less disposed to peaci. and modem 
tion than It ii at this mompnt but the violence of other States compelled 
it to abandon the pacific system or to endeavour to establish the permanent 
foundation of tranquillity by depriving its enemies of the means of dis- 
turhing It m future That if In a condition of the inferior comparative 
strength (the power of the Mahratins being and the resources 

which supported it being then ) the British Government was 

roahleH in so signal a manner to vindicate its nghti it was absurd to sup- 
pose that in Its present state of superiority augmented by the complete iud- 
T/'nuor of the military strength of our former enemies and by the acdui 
tion of the resources which formerly supported that strength, the British 
Government could entertam any apprehension of renewed violence or was 
im>blc to subdue it 

16 The Governor General in Council entertains q confident hope 
that the representations which you arc now directed to address to His High 
nm the Nizam combined with the rcmontirancci contained m Gover 
nor-Gcncral s letter to Hii Highness will induce him if not from the 
conviction of his judgment from motives of apprehension to adopt a 
course of conduct more coniistcnt with the nature of his relative situation 
tc abandon the clandestine and disgraceful Intercourse which he has lately 
miintaincd with the profligate characters whose insinuations and intri^cs 
hrve deluded him and to vest his able and upright minister with those 
pewers and to repose in him that confidence which will enable him to 
remove the obstacles at present impending the just and necessary opera 
tiOQk of the alliance If contrary to expectation His Highness should be 
persuaded to resist the force of these communications the British Govern 
ment will be prepared to adopt such measures as circumstances may then 
appear to render indiipcosibly requisite for its security 

17 Under the state of areumttanccs which existed at the time when 
you received the initructioni of Government of the Ist ultimo relative to 
Nooru! Omrah and Rao Romba the Governor General in Council con 
sidcri you to have acted with propriety in abstaining from any recom 
mendalion in favour of those Chiefs tjic motives of which would in all 
probability have been misinterpreted and would have added to the influ 
ence and activity of the faction by which Hii Hij^ncsi is misled You 
porpcrly adopted a middle course by leaving Hii Highness at liberty to 
^ct as he might judge expedient with regard to those Chiefs The Gover 
noi General m Council also approves the diMity and firmness with which 
you rejected the condition prescribed by Mii Highness for your visiting 
the Durbar Hii Highness s reply to your note upon the subject appears 
to the Governor General in Council to be entirely satisfactory and to manj 
fest a just seme of the irapropnety of his conduct 

18 No doubt can be entertained of Mahipat Ram i hostility to the 
interesti of the alliance and consequently his removal from his present 
command appears to be urgently required The Governor General in 
Council however ii aware of the unpracticabihty of that measure until His 
Highness shall have been induced to withdraw from that Intriguing 
character his clandestine support If the measures now adopted should 
be attended with success the difficulty will of course be removed 

19 The remarks contained in your official dispatch of the Ist instant 
combined with the information received respecting the conduct of Mahi 
pat Ram appear to the Governor General in Council to establish the 
authenticity ^f the letter saH to hive been addressed by Mahipat Ram to 
His Highness of which a copy and translation accompanied that dispatch 
and the imputation which its supposed authenticity fixed upon the Nizam 
adds credit to the communication of Meer Allum 
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20 The Governor-General in Council leaves to your discretion the 
limit the mode of imparting the substance of these instructions to Meer 
Allum 


I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Fort William N B EDMONSTONE, Secretary 

The 25th Octohei 1806 


• GOVERNOR-GENERAL ' 

Fort WUham, the 22nd October 1806 

The information contained in the dispatches from the Resident at 
Hvderabad of the 25th and 30th ultimo and 1st instant is ot the most 
serious nature If that information be correct, the British Government 
is placed in the extraordinary predicament of being connected by the obliga- 
tions of a defensive and subsidiary alliance with a weak prince who has 
been induced by the counsels of his flagetious advisers to manifest a dis- 
position decidedly hostile to that alliance Of the correctness of the mfor 
mation, I confess, I entertain no doubt It corresponds with all that has 
been communicated by the Resident in his private letters to the Governor- 
General (which were circulated to the members of CcJunqil and which, I 
think, should not be recorded) and derives credit from that which Meet 
Allum has imparted and from the actual facts stated by the Resident For 
this extraordinary conjunction it is necessary to determine whAt couise of 
measures ought to be pursued No arguments are required to demonstrate 
the danger of leaving m their present condition of ostensible solidity but 
real .decay the foundation of our alliance with the State of Hyderabad, 
not only in the event of a renewal of war, when the aid of the resources 
and forces of that State would be claimable by treaty would that aid be 
withheld but that portion of our troops which constitutes the Subsidiary 
force of the Hyderabad would be virtually placed in the country of an 
enemy and consequently be exposed to all the hazards of such a situation 
without the advantasfes of the occupation of posts the establishment ot 
depots or the security of communication with the Company's territory 
No alternative then is left but either to abandon the alliance or to make 
an effort to replace it on its just and proper foundations by a direct and 
decided interposition of that right and influence which our relative situa- 
tion should enable us to command If this preliminary point be established, 
the question to be next considered, is whether we possess a right of option 
bc-fvmen Jhese two alternatives In other words, whether under the suppo- 
sition that His Highness the Nizam is averse to the continuance of the 
alliance or the true spirit of its formation, the British Government is 
required on principles of public justice to dissolve it For,* if this latter 
question be answered on the negative, .on nght of interference m the 
degree necessary to replace the alliance on its proper basis cannot be di 
puted, and m that event, the dissolution^ of the alliance or the exertion 
of our efforts for its preservation and efficiency becomes merely a ouestion 
of policy and expediency But the policy of maintaining or withdrawing 
from the alliance is necessarily involved in the di-scussion of our right, th 
latter being principally founded on those considerations of national interesl 
on which depends not only the prosperity but even the preseix^ation ot 
the British Empire in India 

46 


354 


The alliance with the State of Hyderabad woi originally formed for 
purpose* of mutual iccunty It wa* a con\cn^n between the two Slate* 
to combine in pcrpctuit> their interest* To concentrate their strength 
for their mutual safetj and for the maintenance of peace and to participate 
in the hazards and in the eventual advantage* of una\oidablc war The 
provisions of the alliance were not conditional but absolute It became 
interwo\cn in the system of the resnccli\c Government* It became compll 
cated with the relations which both Government* *eparately and conjointly 
bore to other State* and new relations new intcre*ti new obligation* of 
public faith and honour have been engrafted on it and have grown up with 
It Cach party virtually rcilgncd its right to abandon the alliance by a 
icparatc act of will because the reverte of this proposition would render 
either Stale the arbiter of the interest the honour ana security of the other 
of the degree in which the irttcrcsl honour and sccuntj -were involved in 
the maintenance of that political position with respect to other power*, 
those arrangements and obligations of public faith which have resulted 
from the alliance between the Government* of the Company and of Hyder 
abad and have even founded on the confidence of its permanence and 
itabiht> 

It cannot be ncccsiary to point out m nn> detail the complete change 
in the whole system of our political position in India nor the extent and 
mjgnitudc of the dangers which would follow the destruction of the 
alliuncc with Hyderabad It appears evident to me that the verv founda 
tioni of oui power and ascendancy in the political scale of India would 
be subverted It would be the signal and the initrumcnt for the downfall 
of the remaining fabric of our political relations It would be yielding to 
the intrigues of low profligate and contemptible agents professedly directed 
not merely to the subversion of the alliance but to the destruction of the 
British dominion in India The power and resource* which we have now 
a right to command for our support and security would be turned against 
u* The hopes and ambition of the turbulent and discontented would be 
cTcitcd and animated by such direction of strength and mflucnce ond bv 
such a confession of weakness and timidity on our part 

Universal agitation distrust alarm and commotion would ensue and 
the elements of a renewed combination of hoitilc power ngaints us would 
acquire an uncontrolablc latitude of action and efficient means of succes* 

Not only would the engagement* with the other 'State* as far as they 
arc connected with or founded upon the alluincc be dis*oIved but the 
tenitonal acq^uiiitions of the Company under thg Trea^ of Hyde^lb^d 
miLvt be abandoned For when the Subiidiary Force of Hyderabad should 
be withdrawn upon what ground of justice could Government retain the 
tejT4to^ CrUigned for the maintenance of that force To recede from power 
and influence Is at all times dangcrou* how much more so nt the present 
rnoment when the motives of our moderation have been industnouily mil 
interpreted and when the relineulshmcnt of our alliance with Hyderabad 
would necessarily corroborate those artful and malicious insinuations by 
which Hu Highness s flagatious advisers have endeavoured to inspire him 
with a contempt of our power and with a persuasion of our wealmeiB and 
our fear* 

Undei all theie considerations I can no more admit the right of the 
Nizam to withdraw from the alliance than under the obligation* of it to 
adopt any other measure which would expose to Imminent hazard the very 
existence of the Company s dominion*^ • 

It IS evident of what I have stated to correct that the questions of 
rights and ot expediency with r^ard to the maintenance of the alliance 
under the riicumstances of the Nizams recent conduct are inseparable 
I have no hesitation therefore in proposing the adoption of measures 
calculated to replace the alliance on its just and proper foundation* 
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1 nm nwnrc tliat the adoption of such measures involves a deviation 
from that sytsem of non>inteiierencc in the intcinal concerns of His High- 
ness’s administration which lias been established as a principle of right 
and equitable policy, but the adoption of that system necessarily pre- 
supposed a just conception on the part of His Highness of the tiue piinci- 
ples and solid advantages of the alliance and a sincere disposition to main- 
tain it It picsupposed a degree of firmness, discernment and dignity on 
his part which would lead him to icsist the counsels of profligate and 
inleiested advisers who would cncdavoui to peisuade him that the obliga- 
tions of the alliance were obligations of dcpcndance and degradation and 
would urge him to i enounce it Unsuppoited by these just and leasonable 
presumptions, that system is deprived of its sole foundations and the 
change is adopted not from choicp but fiom necessity It is not a i enuncia- 
tion of. our general principles of policy but is produced by the evident 
impractibility of appivmg those principles to the condition of His High- 
ness’s Government without the certain loss of all the benefits, expected 
from an adlicrcnce to them It is the adoption of a measure of security 
against great and impending danger 

It remains to consider the mode in which the proposed interference is 
to be exerted An immediate object of the intcifcrcnce is pointed out by 
Mc^er Allum in the following tcims — 

To effect this most desirable end (previously described to be to restrain 
the Nizam Irom malignant influence of a few abandoned desperate men 
bv whom His Highness would olhciwisc be led to destniciion) it will be 
necessary that I sliould be openly and vigoiously supported bv the British 
(jovernmeni, that 1 should be invested with plenary powers by the Nizam 
and that those persons should be removed who stand between the Nizam 
and the British Government Any measures short of these will only tend 
to place me in difliciilty and danger without producing any .imelioration 
in the condition of affairs at this Court Advice and remonstrance will 
be thrown away upon such a mind as the Ni/am’s or they will be counter- 
acted by the evil influence of Mahipat Ram and the proflig.itc associates 
of His Highness 

Making every allowance for the spirit of ambition which is known to 
form a part of Mccr Allum’s character, I cannot refuse cicdit to the accu- 
racy, his statements oi ascribe his counsels to unworthy motives, less his 
sincere attachment to the British Government, of his just and enlarged 
comprehension of the benefits of the alliance not merely to the Company 
but to the State of Hyderabad we have abundant proof His advice is the 
obvious and natuial result of his person (positive H statements and (he accu- 
racy of these statements is suppoitcd not only by these internal evidence but 
by the testimony of con csponding facts Admitting, however, as I cordially 
do the policy and even the necessity of adopting measures calculated to 
produce those effects which Mcer Allum states to be indispensably neces- 
sary to the preservation of the alliance, it still remains to determine the 
process by which they arc to be produced 

Thu facts rcpoited in the Resident’s dispatches aie, in my judgment, 
bO authentic that Government would be warranted in declaring to the Nizam 
in unqualified terms our positive knowledge of them and in founding upon 
that declaration a requisition for the dismission of Mahipat Ram and the 
profligate attendants of His Highness’s person But (here is, I think, an 
evident •objection to institute a discussion of facts, the truth of which His 
Highness would unquestionably deny and the proofs of which arc of a 
nature not to be adduced on such an occasion 1 deem it advisable, there- 
fore, to avoid a reference to distinct facts m any representation to be made 
to the Nizam From the nature of our intorfeience, he will, of course, 
infer our knowledge of those facts and will consequently judge of the 
importance Government attaches to the measures it recommends and of its 
r'esolptitin to s'upport fHem. 
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From the whole of the Infonnation communicated by the Rciidcnt I 
dcn\c thii conclusion that It will be impossible clTcctuall> to influence the 
conduct of Hi« IJitlmtss but throufjh the medium of his fear* J would 
set bcioFL him m imprctsi\c iantua^c the benefits which his famil> and 
he himself in pirticuhr lia\e denxtd lr<im tlic alliance the ccjuit) libe 
ralil> and moderation nnnifctsed b\ the Britisli Goxemment in its conduct 
io\ ards the State of lJ>derabad i would mvc to the Ministcn to wliom 
itnee his accession to the Masnud His Hifjnness has wisely committed the 
charge of his affairs the credit due to their able and energetic administra 
tion I woulJ expose to him the inju tice and imprudence of withdrawing 
his confidence from those whose attachment to Ills Highness t real interest 
whose habits pnnciples and conduct alone render them deserving of it 

I would alto state to him distinctl) that the British Government can 
nut suffer the benefit of the alliance in which the interests of both States 
arc so senously involved to be exposed to hazard b> tacill> regarding the 
dangerous effects of His Highncsis situation to the couruci of those who 
for private purposes could induce him to believe that his interests and 
kecurity ate separable from those of the Company and who would infuse 
into his mind suspicions of the designs of the British Government and of 
tfic integrity and hdelity of the persons who from motives of sincere 
attachment to His Highness arc anxious to maintain the efficiency of the 
alliance I would alford to His Highness the most solemn assurance of 
out disinclination to abridge hit independence or to limit his nglits but 
1 would urge as an mdikpuiable right the libcri> ot opposing those machina 
tioui. which are cmplo\ed to dit.s.olvc ihc bonds of confidence between his 
Highness and those faithful servants whose conduct has uniforml> been 
rigulatcd by the true principles of the alliance and whose zeal for Hit 
HiLhnesi s interests and whose attachment to hii person have been indisput 
abl> establisned b> ihe inipro\*.meni wh*.li they have introduced into the 
s>item of his Government by the augmentation of his revenues and by the 
measures which tlic> have acopicd to secure the cffidcnc) of the lubsiiting 
alliance and 1 would express the earnest hope of this Government that at 
the Irue interests of the alliance and consequently the security both of His 
HuL.hncas and of the British Government were involved in nJs Highncsn 
attention to the amicable representations of the British Government on the 
occasion I trusted His Highness would listen to the dictates of liii interest. 
Ins dignit> and the prosperity of his Oovcmmcnl artd would not compel 
the British Government to cxcrusc the right which it pos*cs5cs of adoptms 
other measures for its security against the machinations craploye^d by 
designing men to mislead His Highness s judgment and pervert the wisdom 
of hii counsels 

I deem it advisable to avoid direct and positive demand that His High 
ncte should rcstoie lo Mecr Allum his confidence and favour and should 
vest him with plcnarv powers I also judge it expedient to avoid the men 
tion of Mcer Allum by name and merely to advert in general terms to the 
prudence of entrusting the management of His Highness s affairs to persons 
tucli as those who had manifested their ability and disposition to conduct 
the administration on pnnciples consistent with Hu Highness i true Inte- 
rests and the good of the state to the consequent advantages of continuing 
to repose confidence m persons of that description and to the imprudence 
of withdrawing it A direct and positive demand of the natuA above 
described might pledge ui to the adoption of a specific measure which may 
not be applicable to the exigency of. future circumstan*.es The object of 
those general impressions cannot be muunderstood They convey our 
expectations without being subject to the inconvenience of a peremptory 
demand and leave ui at liberty to limit or extend our future measure* gs 
circumBtances may appear to require 
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Su(h a demand also by giving to the transaction the character of a 
personal competition between His Highness and Meer Allum would be 
much more offensive to His Highness than expressions which refer rather 
to the conduct of his Ministers than lo the Ministers themselves, althoagh 
they intimate at the same time the necessity of supporting them and the 
ob]( ct in view will more easily be accomplished by that mode of proceeding 
which IS least calculated lo oileni His Highness's feelings and to increase 
Ills fesentmenl against Meer Allum 

I wpuld further entrust the Resident to continue with representations 
above described an explanation of the general principles of the policy of the 
ifliLish Government which would attord a favourable opportunity of 
removing from His Highness’s mind those erroneous impressions he has' 
been induced to entertain respecting the power of the British Government 
and its inability and disinclination to exert that power for the punishment 
of aggression and for the preservation of its ]ust rights and of its ascendancy 
m the political scale of India 

On the timidity of His Highness’s ch^acter, I found a confident 

expectation that such a decided line of conduct will be attended with the 

desired effects that it will enlighten his ]udgment as well as alarm his fears 

and that he will be brought to discern the fallacy of those expectations by 

which he is at present deluded 

< 

It has not escaped my reflection that the object of our solicitude at the 
Court of Hyderabad might possibly be more immediately and effectually 
accomplished by representing to His Highness the certain danger of the 
utter destruction of his power and dominion which follov/ the dissolution 
of the alliance and the consequent removal of the subsidiary force and by 
inducing his Highness to apprehend the adoption of that measure m the 
event of his refusing to comply with the just and reasonable expectations of 
the British Government But such a representation appears to me to be 
objectionable on the grounds 

First — It would be inconsistent with our deliberate resolution (suppos- 
ing the positions stated in this minute to be adopted by the Government) 
(o -maintain and enforce the obligations of the alliance and it would m my 
judgment be incompatible with the principles of dignity and sincerity to 
menace a measure which we had previously resolved *not to adopt and 
secondly Government would be placed in a situation of great embarrass- 
ment, it (as IS possible) His Highness’ profligate advisers should possess 
sufficient influence over his weak«and misguided judgment to persuade him 
to accede to an alternative so congenial to the object of their views and 
vntiigues 

Independantly of these considerations, the suggested declaration would 
be liable to the objection stated in the former part of this minute, to the 
di-ssolution of the alliance, namely that it would corroborate those artful 
and mialicious insinuations by which His Highness’s flagitious advisers have 
endeavoured to inspire him with a contempt of our power and with a per- 
suasion of our weakness and our fears 

If the Board should concur in the propriety of adopting the course of 
proceeding suggested m this minute, I propose to submit to the Board a 
draft of corresponding instructions to the Resident together with the drafi 
of a letter to the Nizam 


1 


G H BARLOW. 
G UDNY 
J. LUMSDEN. ' 
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To-HIS HIGHNESS MIRZA SEGUNDCR JAHAN 

Written 2oth October 1806 

The subitoncc ol »c\cnil communicatiom ^vhich I ha\c received from 
the British Resident at li>dtrabad hat excited in m> mind equal aitoniih 
ment and concern, nnd iiat> rendered it inuibpen abh nece^ssar) that 1 iliould 
uddrett your Highncts m the language of Iriendihip and of freedom on 
tome points ^liich the most important inicrcsti of >our Ilighncii and the 
Bntitl) Government are inlimalel> concerned Upon )our Highncis i 
judgment anu duccrnmcni upon the iiitliiencc of iliosc exalted qudlitict 
which give dignii> to illu&triout descent and clevate-d station 1 mund a 
confident hope that >our illghnets will admit the justice of m> representa 
tiont will dii]> appre'ciatc the motive** which have dictated them and will 
regard mj counsels as tlic counsel of a friend sincercl) anxious for >our 
llighneu I prosperit) interest and reputation In this confidence 1 should 
proceed to state my sentiments without disguise or reserve trusting that the 
impression which they may produce upon your mind will confi m my 
opinion of your Higlmcss & tnagnanlmity and discernment augment my 
personal respect and attachment and induce your Highness to adopt those 
principle* ot action which <^n alone secure to you the enjoyment of 
your hereditary dsgnity and promote the true interests security and pros- 
perity of your Government 

The enlightened mind of your Highness s late illustrious father discern 
e*d all the benefits and adv*antagcs to be derived from a perfect union of 
interests between the states and the British Government With that justice 
and magnanimity which distinguished Hi* Highness* cubed character he 
judged with equity of the views and principles of the British Goveraroent 
and ai9Tcgardc4 the interested rcprc^cniations of those who would have 
excited doubts and suspicions in hit mind and would have induced him to 
believe that the projected allioncc would tend to an invasion of his rights 
a diminution of nit authority and a debasement of his dignity The result 
and operation of the alliance have completely justified by His Highness t 
roofidence 

The combined power of the state of Hyderabad and of the Honorable 
Company have opposed an impregnable barrier agamtt the ambitious de- 
signs exactions and encroachments of other state* Under the operation 
oi thi* alliance not only ha* the domiojon of the Asaphiah itatc been secure 
from all the efforts ot external and mternal cnemie* but it* limit* have 
been extended its resources augmented and its authority undisturbed by 
foreign mteHerence and control 

Under the operation of this alliance your Highness peacably ascended 
the Musnud of your ancestors Shortly after your accession a formidajDle 
army assembled over the frontier of your Highncsxs territories and was 
prepared to invade them In conformity to the obligations of the subsist 
ing alliance the power of the British Government mterposed for their 
d^nce and your Highness s dominion was alone protected and secured by 
the exertion* and successes of the British Army The enemy was complete- 
ly defeated and although the co-operation of your Highness s troops canhot 
be said to have contributed m any dqgrec to the success of the war whilst 
(as your Highness will recollect) the misconduct of your officers on the 
western side of your dominions materially impeded the operations of the 
British Army yet of the temtories acquired by the effotn of the- Bntish 
arms provmces yielding nearly a revenue of 30 lacks of rupee* per annum 
were added to your Highneus dominions 

The view* with which the Bntith Government entered into the alliance 
were nof views of aggrandoement and extension of dominion They were 
yiexra of peaqe tranquillity mutual prosperity and tecunty It was the 
fimMineiSal pmiciple the alliante bc(w^ the itntti fo abiWin from 



encroachment on the rights of others, and to protect their own While 
this just and necessary union of interests subsists between the two states, 
the British Government must derive advantages from the alliance in pro- 
portion to the internal strength, independence and prosperity of your 
Highness’s dominions In the increase therefore not in the diminution of 
that power, independence and prosperity is the interest of the British 
Government materially concerned 

The conduct of the Biitisli Government has conformed to this prin- 
ciple In every war in which the Asaphiah state has been united with the 
British power, the former has acquired an accession of dominion and re- 
sources No attempt has been made to exact from your Highness any un- 
reasonable demands to control your Highness’s authority within the limits 
of vour dominions or to impair your hcicditary rights When your 
Highncs;s desirous of affording a substantial mark of acknowledgment for 
the benehes which you had derived under the alliance, offered to relinquish 
the Pesheush of the northern circar*?, the British Government unwilling that 
either your resources should he diminished or voui supremacy abridge 
declined acceptance of that offei When your Highness manifested your 
disinclination to the establishment of .in efiicienl corpse of Sillahdar Horse 
a measure recommended to \our Highness solely with a view to the support 
of your Government and the incicasc of your Military power, the British 
Government withdrew all further solicitation ' upon tii,e subject, thus 
affording in the original proposition a proof of our solicitude for the increase 
of vour Highness’s po^^er and in withdr.awing it, an example of our resolu- 
tion to abstain from nnv encroachment upon \our Highness’s acknowledged 
authority 

But a perfect union of interests and views between the tevo states con- 
stirutcs the vital principle and essence of the alliance and can alone secure 
its advantages to both Deprived of this vital principle it becomes a source 
of danger for the removal of which the application of our adequate remedy 
is indispensably ncco'saij 

Those wise measures which your Highness’s enlightened understanding 
has since your accession to the Musnud induced you to adopt, and the 
great wisdom and attachment of those to whom your foresight has hitherto 
committed the conduct of the executive administration of your Government 
and whom you have distinguished by your favour have ^promoted in tho 
greatest degree the true interests and objects of the alliance and I have 
observed with cordial satisfaction that the operation of these causes has 
increased the vigor of your authority, the prosperity of your country, and 
the extent of your resources 

These benefits are to be ascribed to your Highness’s wisdom and dis- 
cernment m having hitherto repo'^cd confidence m those who are disting- 
uished for experience, sagacity, approved fidelity and sincere attachment 
to your Highness’s person and Government 

Confident that the true interests and objects of the alliance were secure 
while your Highness continued to entrust the administration of your affairs 
to the conduct of such able and faithful sen'^ants of your family and to 
manifest towards them that unlimited confidence and favour which was 
du5 to their ardous and responsible situation, no necessity has hitherto 
existed for the exercise of any interference on the part of the British Gov- 
ernment for the security of the rights* which it possesses under the obliga- 
tions of the subsisting Treaty But when I hear the misfortune of interested 
persons have obtained your Highness’s attention and induced you in some 
degree to withdraw your favour from those who from motives of sincere 
fidelity and attachments to your Highness are anxidus to maintain the 
efficiency of the alliance, the intereference of the British Government 
becomes jndispensibly necessary for the security of its rights ‘under the 
obligations of subsisting engagements Let me entreat your Highness to 
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admit into your mind a just conception of >our true intcrciti and the 
»ccurit> of >our dominion if In^cpanblv connected ulth the prcjcnation 
and dhcicnc> of the alliance and to request that >our Highness wiU 
continue to command and nppro\c the adoption of c\cr> measure nccc* 
sary to secure the objects of it Let me entreat >our Highness to bestow 
on those to whom you ha\c so wiscl> committed the conduct of >our 
Government >our entire confidence and favour tliat they ma\ be enabled 
by your support and protection to defeat the Intrigues of tlic designing 
and to preserve order and cfilctcnc> in c\cr> branch of tlic- administration 
of )Our affairs 

Let >our Highness be assured lhar those persons who endeavour to 
inspire >ou with doubtk of their fidclii) and with suspicions of the view’s 
and objects of the Bntish Government and would persuade >ou to adopt 
a course of proceeding inconsistent with the obligations of the alliance arc 
your worst enemies Under the garb of r\dc!il> and attachment to >ou 
Highness thc> arc pursuing their own interested purposes' regardless of 
the Japgcrs to which >our Highness would be etposed b> attending to 
their deceitful counsels 

ITicv will tcll^>our Highness that in offering this saliitarj adviCc the 
British Government is actuated b> a desire to subvert >our nuthnrir> nnd 
to establish a control over >our countrv and >our Government T coniurc 
your Highness to be aware of the falsitj of such insinuitions and to believe 
that while >our Highness s aflain arc conducted upon principles consistent 
with the obligations of alliance the interest of the British Government 
will be promoted b> the vigor and cflicicncy of jour Highness s authority 
The British Government can have no object in interfering In the concern* 
ol your Highness s Government while its administration is conducted 
under the advantage of vour Highness s confidence and favour by those 
whose attachment to the Bntish interests Is founded on the fullest 
conviction that the promotion of those interests ii b> the nature of the 
alliance mscpcrable trom the increase of the prosperity and splendor and 
stability of your Highness s Government 

As the true interests of the alliance and consequently the sccunty 
both of your Higncts and the Bntish Government arc involved in vour 
adoption of the measures which on motives of sincere fncndship I nave 
presumed to recommend I earnestly trust that your Highness will not 
by a disregard of my fnondly advise compel the Bntish Government to 
adopt other mcasurgs for its security against the machination employed 
by designing men to mislead yoai Highness s judgment and pervert the 
wisdom of your counsels The Bntish Government cannot suffer thr 
benefits of the alliance in which the interests of both states arc to remain 
involved to be exposed to hazard by tndtlv regarding the dangcroui 
efforts of your Highness s attention to the Counsels of those who for 
private purposes would induce you to believe that your interest and sccur 
ity are separable from those of the Company and would inspire into your 
Highness 6 mind luspiaoni of the designs of the British Government and 
of the integnty and fidelity of your ministers 

For further particulars 1 refer to your Highness to the verbal com 
munications of tnc Resident to which I request your Highness s special 
attention 


A true copy 

N B EDMONSTONE Secretary 



Letter No. 23. — ^In this impoitant lellei the Resident expresses his views 
on the course of action suggested by the Governor-General in 
dealing with the Nizam at the present juncture. He disagrees 
with the Go\einoi-Geneial’s suggestion of merely handing over his 
(Goveinor-Geneiars) lettei to the Nizam and explaining to him 
in a piivate inleLvicw the implications of the sentiments expressed 
in that letter lie suggests that nothing less than the removal of 
Mahipat Ram, Ismail fai Jang and certain other associates of the 
Nizam can set macteis light, and lesuli m making the Nizam take 
a pioper view ot his ireaLy obligations with the British. He was 
theieloie determined to effect this thiough the means of the 
Goveinoi-Geneial s letter, and suggested ways how he would effect 
this end. 

r* 

From— T SYDENHAM, RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD 
To— THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Hydaiabad, ihu ISth November 1806 

Since the receipt of Mr Secretary Edmonstone’s dispatch which I 
acknowledged in m> last olhciai address, No 23, 1 have paid the greatest 
attention to the object of your instruction, and to the mode by winch it 
IS proposed to accomplish that object The subsequent receipt, from the 
Persian Department, of your letter to His Highness the Nizam, lias 
rendered it proper, that 1 snould no longei delay devising the means of 
successfully accompiishing the delicate and impoitant duty entrusted to 
ni” charge 

2 As the instructions, with which I have been furnished, are in 
some degree conditional and as a certain degree of latitude is allowed to 
me both in the tunc and the particular process ot effecting the ultimate 
object of Government, I feel the less reluctance m submitting to your 
consideration the result of my own reflection on this important subject, 
and m pointing out an outline of wdiich it occurs to me to be the only 
means of leading to the complete and successful accomplishment of the 
just and political views of Government 

3 From an attentive perusal and consideration of the documents, 
which have been sent to me by the Secretary, it appears to me that the 
sentiments and objects of Government are nearly these — 

First That the alliance With th’s state, according to the original 
principles upon which it was formed, is the foundation of the present ex- 
tended and improved state of our Political Relations in India 

Secondly That circumstances having produced a great and dangerous 
change in the original state of our alliance with this court, it has become 
necessary to restore the alliance to its just and proper foundation by a 
direct and decided interposition of that weight and influence, which the 
relative situation of the Biitish Go\einment enables it to command 

Thirdly That in accomplishing the just and necessary views of Gov- 
ernment, It IS proper first to observe the utmost practicable delicacy 
and respect towards the Nizam consistent with the success of those views 
and secondly to employ that degree of circumspection which may prevent 
the Minister from being exposed to personal danger 

Fourthly That no doubt can be entertained of the hostility of 
Mahipat Ram to the interests of the alliance, that the facts which have 
come to the knowledge of the British Government would justify a requisi- 
tion for the dismission of Mahipat Ram and the profligate attendants on 
the Nizam’s person, and that the removal of Mahipat Ram from his present 
station and command is urgently required 

47 
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Fifthly That the Go\crnor General cordially admiti the policy and 
even tlic ncccsjit) of adoptinc nicasurci calculated to produce the cflccti 
which Meef Allum lui BtaleJ to be indiBpcnwbb requisite to the prcfccr\a 
i on of the alliance 

Sixtlily That the Governor General concludes it will be impossible 
cticctually to inllucncc the conduct of the Niram except tiirougli the 
medium of his fears that the mcasiiret proposed b> the Ciovcrnor Ocncral 
are intended to alarm the fears of His Highness lor the purpose of produc 
ing an effectual and permanent impression on His Higlincssi weak and 
capricious mind . 

Seventhly fliat if His ifighncis should contnr} to expectation be 
persuaded to resist the force of the communications svhich have been 
directed to be made to him the British Government will be prepared to 
adopt such measures av circumsiancei ma> then appear to be mdispcniablj 
necessar> for its iccurit> 

Cightlily Tliat the important interests of the British Government 
cannot with prudence be trusted to the caprice and mdicition of tlic Nizam s 
conduct 

4 The general result of these several conclusions is that it is the 
ob]CLt of the Government to restore the alliance to its just and original 
foundation b) operating on the fears of the Nizam without giving oficncc 
to the feelings df Hu Highness and wuhoul involving the Minister m 
personal danger 

5 The first question for coniidcralion therefore is. what change m 
the personal conduct of Hit Highness the Nizam and in the general s>stcm 
of ihii Government ought to be rccchcvi as n sufiicicnt assurances of Hts 
Highness I diipoiitiOQ to revert to the solemn obligation of hit allinocc 
with the British Government 

6 In mv judgment nothing hut the immediate dismission of Mohipat 
Ram not only from hit present station but from all futute interference in 
the councils of the state, together with the banishment from the city of the 
profligate associates of Mahipat Rom who attended upon Hit Highness t 
person^ and followed by the rcftonition of the Ministers to that con ^ 
sideration confidence and power to which they are to much entitled ran 
afford the slightest ground of auu^ance of such a change in the sentiracntt 
and conduct of the Nizam as appears to be required b> the tenor of your 
irutrucUons 

7 It hai been wisely observed that no effectual impression can bb 
made on the weak fickle c^ricious mmd of the Nizam except throng 
the medium of his fears That no impression whatever can be made 
upon the mind of the Nizam except that the tnedium of his fears is so 
certain that I should despair of producing any impression of His Highness s 
mind except through that medium But it must be considered that fear 
IS a transitory passion in every breast and I suppose there is no penon 
in the whole world in whose mind impressions of every kind are so tran 
sicnt as in that of the present mind The object of the British Govern 
ment IS to produce not only an effectual but a permanent impression I 
am convinced that remonstrance done however strong and decided will 
never produce an effectual inipression without it being followed by strong 
and decided measure* and that no measure will prepuce a permanent im 
preuion without it being pursued by an uniform course of vigilance and 
vigorous control 

8 The object of the remonstrances of the British Government is to 
induce the Nizam to receive an appropriate conception of the relative 
duties of his alliance and to treat hii Ministers with respect and con 
fi^ence But from the whole of my obaervatioai at this court I tm con 
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vinced that His Highness never will be induced by advice and remons- 
trances to invesr his Ministers with confidence and power, until Raja 
Mahipat Ram and his profligate associates be icmoved, the former from 
his station and •command, the latter from their attendants on His High- 
ness’s person 

9 To prove the truth of this assertion it is scarcely necessary that 1 
should employ many arguments Tt is evident from the whole of my 
correspondence, it is a firm conviction on my own mind and indeed it is 
a subject of public notoriety at this Court, that Mahipat Ram, through the 
medium of Ismail Yar Tung and the personal attendants of the Nizam, has 
been the sole cause of His Highness’s late extraordinary conduct not only " 
towarus the Ministers, but towards his own family and the most respectable 
personnage at Court 

10 It IS only necessary to revert to that period when Meer Allum, 
supported by the Begums and the most distinguished Omrahs at the Court, 
indiced the Nizam to ratifj his Wajibool Arz, which stipulated precisely 
for those (/bjects which it has now become necessary for the British Gov- 
ernment to exercise its influence To obtain the immediate effect of that re> 
ccnciliation was the return of Mahipat Ram to his station in Berar in spite 
of that person’s intrigues, and the appointment to the Paishkari of Raja 
Chandu Lai, whose character would do honour to any Government, the 
Company was pleased at the arrangement, the Nizam himself for 
sometime appeared satisfied, his conduct became steady and dignified, the 
heavy arrears of business which had accumulated in every department of 
the state, in consequence of the agitation of intrigue and personal contest, 
were speedily brought up, a general harmonv prevailed, the Government 
proceeded w'th efficiency and viaor and had the Nizam invested his Minis- 
ters with that confidence and influence which lie had solemnly pro- 
mised, the condition of this state, in its internal regulation and administra- 
tion, in its military strength, in the improvement and extension of its 
resources, and in the general prosperity and hapiness of the people, would 
have gradually attained that respectability and efficiency which it is the 
primary obiccl of an alliance to establish and secure The personal con- ' 
duct of the Minister’s towards the Nizam v/as studiously calculated to 
procure His Highness’s favour and confidence, and Meer Allum had grati- 
fied the ruling passion of His Highness’s mind by giving up one-thiid of 
the Ministcrs’s perquisites and bv paying into the treasury twenty-one lacks 

of rupees above the usual surplus of the annual revenues of ^the state 
Meer Allum at that period had just completed his useful and patriotic 
i;^ork, of supplying the city with water drawn by a canal from a branch of 
the river M'oosi, and this noble v/ork had been prosecuted and completed 
from his own private funds Meer Allum, though melancholy object of 
disease and pressed down by bodily infirmities, had projected many other 
works, which, would have done" honour to the most enlightened 
Minister of Europe in the Prime of life and in plenitude of power He 
had intended to regulate the whole M'llitary Establishment on a scale pro- 
portionate to the resources of the country, he had projected the cutting of 
large roads through the different provinces and the erection, from his 
private purse of caravanserias at proper distances on each of those roads for 
the accommodation and security of travellers He had likewise projected 
to supply the Hussain Sagur Lake with a perennial stream of water drawn 
from the Manjera River- These works and designs were not only worthy 
monuments of his liberal, patriotic and comprehensive mind, but were 
practically useful in giving employment* to at least ten thousand of the 
poor in this city Without any immediate reference to the subject before 
me, I have thought it proper to notice these circumstances in order that 
the world may know the character of the man whom it is our wish, as it is 
our Policy tO encourage and support 
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11 Such v,nt the picnstnfi aipcct of adoiri after the Minister, through 
the medium of the most dismgmshcd nnd respectable person* m the itatc 
had effected a reconciliation nith the Niram uhicli Hi* Highness ratified 
by a lolemn deed Such a state of affairs would nc\cr have required the 
interference, or the interposition of the influchcc of the Brituh Go\cm 
meat The mtcrnnl administration of the state would Iiave regularly pro 
cccdcd from the Minittcrs and other agents of the Government acting 
und“ the immediate inth pendant and exclusive autliorit> of the Prince 
The BntJih -Government would onlv have had to exercise those powcri 
whhi P hai acquired bv Treat) to regulate and control the external and 
political relations of this Gove nment with the other slates of India 

12 If we now revert to the conduct and proceedings of Raja Mahipat 
Ram slncL he left Ilvdcrabad we shall find tliat his cnn':t3nt uniform 
undiv atinj* object has been to di'^tiirli the harmon) and repose of the 
Covcnmcni to opnofc himself m hostile ri\alr> to the Mmiftcr and to 
cflect 0 new breach netween thi Ministn and the Nizam bv cmpIo>lng thff 
molt faUe and malicious insinuations and nrfument* and h> creating in 
the Nizams weak and credulous mind a firm conviction that the British 
Government wa* his wont cnem) and the Minister the fcrvilc tools of our 
vie vs of imbition and injiiiltcc P> scduiouiiv c’-citmg the Nizami 
natural mdispusition towards lu hv in tructing IIis Highne s to consider 
the Minuter as the dependants and invirumcnfs of the British Govern 
mgat by exaggerating the power and resources of Sindn and Holkar and 
bv cmplovinR even artifice to produce a belief of our depression and 
weakneis both in Curopc and in the counirv he has at length succeeded in 
w thdrawing the Nizam from that lusl and appropriate conception of his 
\ntcrott and obligation* with which it vas equal!) the object of the 
Minuter and of the British Government to mipri'S the nnnd of Hif High 
nc« In ihort Mahipat Ram ha* been the pnmarv and operating cause 
of that Mate of affairs which ha^ required the mterpo ition of our weight 
and influence for the preservation of the alliance to ifs juit and original 
foindation If Hu Highness should be induced to rciut the just remons 
trances of tlic British Government Mahipat Ram will be the cause of those 
ultimate measures which the wisdom of the Brilhh Government mav then 
think it indispensable to adopt for the permanent security of our interests 
at this Court 

13 The information which 1 have from time to time submitted to 
Government is sufficient to prove the hostility of Raja Mahipat Ram 
to the interests of the alliance between this state and the Compan) 
Though It be impossible to determine the precise object of hu intend^ 
proposal* to Salabat Khan we have sufficient grounds to conclude that 
those proposals were unfavourable to the interests of the alliance and of 
the British Government We hove ascertained that Raja Mahipat Ram 
since the penod of his departure from Hjdcrabad has earned on a 
separate and clandestine correspondence with the Nizam of which the 
object has been mimical to the M'lnutcrs and the alliance We know that 
Raja Mahipat Ram through the medium of Ismail Yar Jung and the 
personal attendants of the Nizam ha* eicrcx cd a most extensive and 
dangerous influence over th^ mind of His Highness and we know that the 
object and unhappily the effect of that influence have been to produce 
the present unfavourable state of affairs nnd we know that Ismail Yar 
Jung and the personal attendants of the Nizam arc low profligate factions 
men who avowedly and imprudently nbiisc with equal violence the 
Mmiiters of this Government and the English nation 

14 It mutt be recollected that this influence has been exercised after 
the Minister has effected a reconciliation with the Nizam under the 
operation of which a Palshkar of the Minister s choice was appointed in 
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opposition to the intrigues of Mahlpat Ram and the whole Government 
proceeded with such regularity, harmony and effect as would have proved 
to any understanding but that of die Nizam, the superior advantages, 
respectability and cicdit of reposing a piopei confidence in the public 
Minister of the state In spite of these advantages he m contradiction to the 
sentiments and advice of the Begum of his family and the most respectful 
Omrahs of the Court, suddenly unexpectedly and without a shadow of 
pretence, withdraws his confidence finm the Ministers He afterwards 
• treats his Ministers, his fainilv and the Omrahs w^'th indecorum and 
indignity, rendcis himself an obicct of public contempt and manifests the 
most penmcious and senseless opposition to the British Resident 

15 It has not escaped me that a great deal of the Nizam’s extraordi- 
nary and absurd conduct ha'' proceeded fiom a temporary derangement 
of intellect amounting to occasional insanity But this is only an addi- 
tional argument to pro\c the danger of permithng His Highness to be 
under the guidance of a faction of base w'oithicss wretches, who can avail 
themselves of the mishn tunc of the Nimm’'- temperament to direct it 
against his interests and security 

16 In an official di'ioat'''h T am reluctant to agitate a discussion of the 
momentous extremity to wduch is Highness’s cxtiaordmary conduct had 
almost led this Government I have touched uonn this subject in a private 
letter to the Secretary and I can assert with confidence that if His High- 
ness had continued foi- some time longer to manifest such serious 
symptoms of derange' icnt, a Question wmnld- have iriscn, which would 
have involved the Bn ish Government m ;hc greatest perplexity, as any 
solution of that qucsti n v'ould have produced serious consequences to the 
stability of our ’ntcrersts at this Coui t 

17 But making everv allowance for the effects of Fis H'lghness’s 
distemper, it is still certain that a gre'^t pa’-t of His Highness’s conduct and 
the wffiole of the direction of ^-^is Highness’s passion, m'lst be attributed 
to the previous insinuations and treaghe-ous advice of the personal attend- 
ants of the Nizam acting imder the authority and instructions of Raja 
Mahipat Ram 

18 It IS perhaps a great happmes to the renose, and security of his 
State that the d'snosjOon of His Highness i>; so timorous and capricious 
It IS likewdse happy that neither Mahipat Ram nor the Nizam can command 
the services of the Military Ghicfta.ns of the State . for Mahipat Ram 
could have secured the obedience of the Commanders m Berar, and if the 
Nizam had either the boldness or the influence sufficient for desperate 
enterprize it is by no means improbable that, at some pavoxym of his 
passion. His Highness rg’^^ht have been incited to some degree to attempt 
against our powder ani5 influence ' 

19 What has already been stated is perhaps sufficient to prove the 
improbabil'tv of any permanent change in H’s Highness’s disposition and 
conduct without the previous removal -md degradation of Mahipat Ram, 
Ismail Yar Tung and them profligate associate^ After the solemn ratifica- 
tion of the Minister’s Waiibul A,rz the Nizari was left to his own discre- 
tion, and might have obsenmd the advantages of that very system which it 
has now become necessary to effect bv the interposition of our influence 
The experience of that transaction has proved that the Nizam is either 
incapable or unwilhng to eeiccive his re'il interests and those of his states 
If has proved that no depen'^ance can be pHced on his judgment and 
discretion, and it has become necessarv to make his fears the instruments 
of his own security and the security of the affiance, which are indeed the 
same 



366 


20 The whole of this Iiho of rcnsoninf; Icadi to the concluiion that 
the dismiiJion and removal from all povvers and mnucncc of Mahipat 
Ram Iimail Yar Jung and the personal iittcndTnrn of His Higlmets the 
Nizam is an indisncnrablc prcliminarv to tint clianpc winch n juit regard 
to the sccunly of our interests at thiit court impcrioujl> demands He 
may alio tafcK conclude that no rtmonslnncc or advice can produce an 
cncclual still lew a permanent change in this disposition and councili of 
the Nizam until the Nizam Rhall Invt been rtscued from the malignant 
influence of his present ndv i cri The iwtinncc of the change vvldch we 
r^uirc from the Nizam ii the reception of fricndlj sentimenti towards 
L® Government and the restoration to confidence ind power of 

those Ministers who have so accuntc a conception of the united interests 
of the two states Tlie onlj obstacle to ihi* change ire the persons I 
have mentioned and the removal becomes the first measure for considcra 
tion After ihc cxpeTicncc we bad of their sentiments designs and 
intlu^cc It would be vnin to expect an> improvement in the condition of 
this Oovemment or anv fccuriiv to the nphls and intcrcMs of the Bnlish 
uoyemment which flow from the allnnce wiilmut the previous removal 
ot those persons who*^ influence alone have produced this disagreeable 
eitrcraity 

hi, 3"' 3°’'” "f^'iiion I< lion thiH prciioiii mtmirc 

nno.fon'^ ^^nhout iiihtcoltnr the Minulcr to pcnonal nilt snd Ihc 
to ‘ 11^3 ‘•IJcrIiil nilhoiii rivmc unncfci«ar) oHaicc 

to the feelings of His Highness the Nizam 

th^t^ho wl'i'j'' '''‘= n” No 23 

the aumn.o T 'o cepre^ con«idcnhle anrict> to tec me for 

!l,7hn3.. 1 .,“^ II 1' liUnvitc intended b> 
ouenee fhonM' ■" * 1° ‘''0 Rc^idcnip a penon ot contc 

Minlttern ihemJ'3' ^ V' 'j'’^ condolence and I understand that the 
dhi? h^VinTr'’'” f*”- '> ■» Probable 

desire to >ee Pinf be inuruclcd to mlrodiicc the suhicet of the Nizams 
of mv senfirnTm “ o" '"•cp ion to m-ihc a candid avonal 

the tfunTn!l."13f'*‘ mncral tenor of >our late instructions for 

eoncentJlin ?' ,'0'P''os*"’C upon the mind of Hit Hichnctj an adequate 
been direrteH tuhierit of the eorrmunical on which I have 

Minister ihoiiM *0 Nj Hiehnctt I shall Irhewite propose that the 

remlmme m the /' ' 'I'Pbpest the nroprieU of the Ministers 

is of too'imnotinll” 'It’’" '"O’' OS the subject of oiir discussion 

mtendowi 3 ^ nature to he disposed of m one or two 

arrangement In'll m' '’’'Pfjoble that His Hichncts would object to the 
eiposlf to any nCTi^nlsl' ol the Resident will not then be 

I effect the of my negotmtions to 

prolate as thlT irn'mcdilftn'^'^h™'! '3 '"to cfTcct the measures which I 
offence to the fcehnci niv negotiation*: without giving some 

remonstrances which T thil * ^‘^hness until T am satisfied that (he 
Highness shall have produced *5 Pn 

have disposed him to ocanii^^^®’^ imprcrvion on hit m)nd and shall 
make the removal of M^hITv^f 'n my propo«al It i« my intentioi: to 
towards the BntisK GoveJnVcnt Hiflhncss s disposiHon 

avoid gmne offence of the fecImfrT ^ ^ able to 

disclosure of the particular Hets ncccsMtv of a 

to lead to the question on the cart remonstrances will be 

assurance he can afford to the Govemor^^** what satisfactory 

to cultivate the friendship of the Bntlik sincere disposition 

origbal principles of his alliance Mv according to the 

*«y reply will naturally lead to e 



direct proposal o£ removing Mahipat Ram and Ismail Yar Jung and of 
banishing from the presence the profligate attendants of His Highness^ who 
are unworthy associates, of a prince and discredit his court and his palace » 
I shall likewise press the urgency ot His Highness’s restormg his present 
Minister to his confidence and shall assure His Highness that his continuing 
to vest those Ministers with power, influence and confidence, will be the 
most convincing proof of the sincerity of his future disposition to cultivate 
and improve his connection with the British Government But the 
Ministers themselves will be best able to procure the confidence and 
power necessary to their situations arrd to the preservation of our interests 
at this court, ^ter the obstacles, which lie^ between them and the Nizam, 
shall have been removed by the interposition ot our influence It will 
be my object to endeavour to remove those obstacles and then to assist 
the Ministers in inducin'g the Nizam to adopt a system of conduct suitable 
to the real interests of his own state, and to the nature of his obligations 
to the British Government 

24 It IS my intention to avoid waiting on the Nizam until I shall be 
satisfied that my previous communications have produced such an impres- 
sion on his mind as may prepare him for the reception of those sentiments 
which your' letter and my personal remonstrances are intended to inspire 
As I know that the personal attendants of the Nizam are m the habit of 
insinuating that Meer Allumi converts my communicatiPns to his own 
purposes, I intend to require that some persons such as Umjadul Moolk, 
Ihtisamool Moolk and Zeeahool Moolk may wait upon me with the 
Minister, m order that their influence may be added to that of the Minister, 
and that no doubt may remain in the mind of His Highness of the import- 
ant and momentous object of my communications 

25 In the prosecution of these measures, my language will of -course 
be strictly regulated by the sentiments which you have yourself expressed 
both in your letter to the Nizam and in the instructions with which you 
have been pleased to honour me I shall be particularly careful not to 
employ any language which can give the slightest OtTence to the feelings 
of the Nizam, though it will of course be necessary to be firm and decided 
in the general tenOr of ray communications to His, Highness Indeed if 
His Highness possesses any feeling or sagacity the whole tone of your 
letter ought to produce a sufficient impression on his mind to render 
unnecessary any further remonstrances on my part 

26 I shall of course consult the ^nister on every point connected 
with the object and process of my negotiations, and shall adopt no step 
without his entire concurrence 

27 I beg you to be assured Honourable Sir, that I am fully aware 
of the delicacy and importance of the task which has been assigned to me. 
It IS impossible for me to determine whether the mode in which I intend 
to execute your commands will be attended with the success which I so 
earnestly desire, and even if they should succeed in their immediate eftect. 

I almost despair of my permanent benefit to the state of our alliance m 
this Government, under a prince of the character and disposition of 
Secunder Jah I am afraid that m this capital there are many men like 
Mahipat Ram and Ismail Yar Jung, for as long as the Sovereign continues 

■ to resist that cordiality of freindship, which ought to flow from his alliance 
with the company, so long will there be persons ready to indulge his 
propensities by opposing the just views of the British Government and the 
Ministers of the State I have every reason to conclude, that the indisposi- 
tion of the Nizam towards tlje Minister is founded on his aversion from 
his connection with the British Government, and 1 am confident that if 
Mahipat Ram himself were minister, and were to act on any unison with 
the British Resident, Mahipat Ram would become as obnoxious to the 
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Soubahdar as Mccr Allum is and Austo Joli Was during (he period of hli 
administration lor such absurd imcttralc and ungrateful sentiment* on 
the part of the Sovereign I sec no remtd> but u stead) perseverance in a 
sjitera of vigorous and vigilant control over the councils of this state 

Letter No 24 — Sv'dcnhmn informs him In the two enclosures to this 
which are copies of his lellcrs to the Governor General 
Col Monlrcssor that the Nizam had been pleased to sign the order 
for the dl<-m{&sal of Mnhlpal l<am and the appointment of Kaja Govlnd 
Bulcsh to the Civil adminislratldn of Hcrar that His Highness had 
entirely concurred oi the propriel> of delaclilng two Battalions of 
Nativ'e Infantry with Govind UuK Ii to liaslm and that In compliance 
with the earnest desire of His Highness Capt Russell had been asked 
to proceed to Berar with a BrlUsh detachment 

From-T S'lDLNllAM RFSIDLNT AT H'i DCRABAD 
To-M rCPHlNSTONL Ri SlDLNl AT NAGPUR 

Hyderabad the 26th December 1806 

1 have the honour to transmit to you for your information a copy of 
my last address No 29 to the Hon bic the Governor General 

Vol 14— Lnclosurc No 1 to Itller No 36 
To~THE HONBLC SIR GEORGE H BARLOW BARONET 
GOVERNOR GENERAL 

Hoq blc Sir 

In my last address I had the honour to report to >ou that Hfs Highocu 
the Nizam had been pleased to sign the order for the dismissal of Mahipat 
Rom and the appointment ot Kaja Govind Buksh to the Ovil administra 
tion of Berar that His Highness had entirely concurred on the propriety 
of detaching two baiiahons of Native Infantry with Govind Bul^h to 
Basim and that in compliance with tnc earnest desire of His Highness I 
had consented that Mr Charles Russell should proceed with the British 
Detachment to Berar 

2 I iramcdiatcl) nddrc*>cd a let cr to the Commanding Ofneer of the 
Subsidiary Force directing him to order a detachment of two battalions of 
Native Infantry with their field pieces to be held in readiness to march to 
Basim and pointing out the motive of this movement and the line of con 
duct to be observed by the Commanding Officer of the detachment dunng 
the penod of his absence from the headquarters of the Force 1 have the 
honour to lay in before you a copy of the letter which I addressed on that 
occasion to the Commanding Oraccr of the Subsidiary Force 

3 I likewise directed Mr Charles Russell to prepare himself for the 
march to Basim and furnished him with detailed verbal instructions for 
the general regulation of his conduct in Berar The principal objects to 

I which I directed his attention were first to convey assurances it necessary to 

' Raja Mahipnl Rim of a nature calculated \o relieve hia app (torn) 

agreeably to the express wish of His Highness the Nizam second to convey 
the esteem and regard of the Bcveral (tom) Chieftains in Berar, and 

3rd, to assist Raja Govind Buksh in the proposed reformation of the Corps 
of Infantry stationed on that province I likewise directed him to abstain 
most scrupulously from all interference in the administration of the prov 
mce but if required by Raja Govind Buksh to assist that officer with hit 
sentiments and advice on oil points connected with the prosperity and wel 
faro of the country subjected to his authority I have the honour to submit 
to you a copy of the wntten instructions which I thought proper to convey 
to Mr Rusell on hii departure from the Residency 


letter. 

and 
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4 At the termination of the Ramzan, I observed the usual form ol 
sending my Mowlavee to the court for the purpose of offering his Nuzar 
and conveying my congratulations to His Highness the Nizam The 
Mowlavee found the Durbar extremely full, and for the first time saw all 
the brothers and children of the Nizam His Highness received the 
Mowlavee with much attention, made many polite enquiries of health and 
conversed with him on a variety of topic-s The following day I went to 
the Durbar myself and*' paid the usual compliments of the season The 
Minister was not sufficiently recovered to attend in person, but his place 
was occupied by Mooneerul Moolk His Highness told me that he was 
engaged in preparing an answer to your letter, and requested that I would 
assist him with my advice respecting the terms in which the letter ought 
to be written I replied that 1 had seen a rough draft of a reply in the 
hands of Meer Allum which appeared to rtie to be very appropriate and 
that I advised His Highness to consult with Meer Allum and Ihtisamool 
Moolk respecting any alterations which His Highness might wish to make 
in the original draft His Highness stated,, that he was solicitous to receive 
another letter from you expressing of your satisfaction at the measures 
which had been adopted in consequence of your remonstrances and of the 
confidence you reposed in his friendship and attachment to the Company 
I replied that His Highness had given a signal proof of his wisdom and 
friendship by the manner in which he had received and acted upon your 
letter of advice, and that I had no doubt you would gratify his wishes by 
expressing the gratification which vou must feel at such a convincing testi- 
mony of His Highness’s accurate conception of his own real interests and 
of the mutual obligations and duties of the alliance His Highness asked 
me if I had any doubt of the sincerity of his attachment to the Company 

I replied that whatever doubts I might once have entertained on that sub- 
lect had been completely removed by the late arrangements, and I assured 
His Highness that it entirely depended on himself to prevent the recur- 
rence of anything to disturb the harmony and confidence of the two states 
His Highness said that he expected I would always assist him with my 
advice and opinions I replied that I certainly should, but that I was not 
accustomed to flattery and deceit, that it was my earnest wish to consult 
His Highness’s pleasure on all practicable occurrences but when the 
important interests of the allies were concerned it would be necessary for 
me to be candid and honest in any advice His Highness said that real 
friendship did not admit of reserve and that he knew it was the custom of 
the English Nation always to say what they really thought His Highness 
then enquired, in rather a jocular way, what the Governor-General and . 
myself would do for him in retertm for the late arrangement I thought this 
question in the manner in which it was put, was undeserving of a serious 
answer and therefore I replied that the Governor-General and myself would 
pray for the prosperity and stability of the House of Assophiah 

5 Some-time afterwards His Highness observed that he had received 
no answer from Delhi to the Arzee which he had addressed to His Majesty 
I replied that I had learnt that His Majesty was very ill, but I had no doubt 
His Highness would soon receive an answer to the subject of his ArZees 

6 His Highness then conferred some jewels and a Pandan of leave 
on Mr Russell on occasion of the approaching departure of officer from 
Hyderabad 

7 His Highness desired that I would permit Raja Govmd Buksh to 
wait upon me before he proceeded to Berar and that I would give the 
Raja advice for the guidance of his conduct in that province To this 
I immediately assent^ and a day was appointed for the Raja’s visit to 

me. 

4B 
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8 Dunnfi the v-holc of my audience Hu Hiclmcss wai in excellent 
spirit ind spoke with great cheerfulness on each subject 

I ha\c the honour to be 
Sir 

"^our most obedient humble le'^ani 
llYDUtADAn T DI NJdAM Resident 

Ihc 20th Ucccrahcr 1800 


To~COLONrL MONSTREISOR COMMANDING THI. SUBSI 
DIAR^ FORCE 


Sir 

The Minister of this Go\ eminent Iia\)ng eonvc>cd to me His Highness 
the Nizams desire lliat a dctichnicnt consisting of two battalions of 
Njti\e Infantry with their hitld Pieces should be sent to Basim in Berar 
(or the purpose of ensuring the repose and tranquillity of that province 
during the intended change of adminiitration I have judged it proper to 
comply with His Highness s desire and 1 request that you will order a 
detachment of the above mentioned strength to be prepared for movement 

2 Haja Mahipat l^m having been dismissed from the Civi! and 
Military authority over tin. province of Ucrar Raja Govind Uuksh has 
been appointed to the lupenntcndancc of the province and it is probable 
that the Chief command of the troops will be toon conferred upon some 
officer of the Ministers selection Raji Oovind Buksh will leave Hydera 
bad on the 18th instant and it ii the wish of the Court that the Britilh 
L/eiaehmcat should accompany Raja Govind Buksh to Baum 

3 I now proceed to communicate to you some Kncral instructions 
which I request you will be so good to carrv to the officers Commanding 
the British Detachment for the guidance of nil conduct during the period 
of hu absence from the headquarters of the Subsidiary force 

4 The object of the sen ice on which the detachment is intended to 
be employed is simply by its presence to*add might and influence to the 
appointment of Raja Govmd Buksh to prevent Kaja Mahipal Ram from 
opposing the operation of Govind Buksh either by clandestine intngucs 
or open resiitancc and generally to ensure the peace and tranquillity of 
Berar until Govind Buuh shall have obtained complete charge of that 
province The knowledge I possess of the state of affairs at mu Court 
the eipenence I have had of the character, disposition and designs of 
Mahipat Ram and the evidence I hove obtained of the enmity of that per 
son to the interests of our alliance with thu state afforded just grounds 
of suspicion that Raja Mahipat Ham might have obstructed or even 
resisted the exercise of the powers which have been conferred on hit 
successor it a Detachment of the British Troops had not acccompanied his 
successor to Baiim But since MaJiipat Ram has received mtemgence of 
the intended march of the Bntiih Detachment he has laid aside every 
design of opposing hu successor and has conveyed both to the Mimster 
and myself the most positive assurances of hu ready compliance with the 
orders of His Highness the Nizam 1 have therefore reason to conclude 
that the British detachment will only have to march, to Baum and to remain 
encamped m the vicmity of that place until Raja Govind Buksh shall 
have obtained peaceable possession of tbe province of Berar 
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5 I should wish the detachment to move to Basim as quickly as 
possible consistently with the convenience of the troops The Command- 
ing officer determine upon the length of the marches and the grounds of 
encampment, and Raja Govind Buksh and his party will pitch their tents 
near the detachment 

6 The troops are on no account to be employed m settling the country 
or in any offensive operations without fhy specific orders, which f neces- 
sary, will hereafter be issued to the Commanding Officer of the detachment, 
but of course the Commanding Officer will act as he may think proper, in 
providing for the security of his detachment 

7 In the event of their being any difficulty in supplying ’the troops 
regularly with grain and provisions, the Cpmmandmg Officer will apply to 
Raja Govind Buksh who has been directed by this Government to afford 
the troops every assistance in his power 

8 The Commanding Officer is not to move beyond Basim without 
further orders 

9 At the particular desire of His Highness the Nizam and the 
Minister I have consented to send my assistant Mr Charles Russell with 
Raja Govind Buksh and I request that the Commanding Officer will be 
pleased to communicate with Raja Govind Buksh through Mr Russell 
As I shall hear regularly from Mr Russell, it will not be necessary for the 
Commanding Officer of the detachment to correspond wjth me 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Hyderabad (Sd ) T SYDENHAM, Resident 

The 12th December 1806 


To— LIEUTENANT CHARLES RUSSELL, ACTING ASSISTANT 
TO THE RESIDENCY 


Sir, 

At the desire of His Highness the Nizam and of the Minister, I have 
consented that you shall accompany Raja Govind Buksh to Basim 

2 The several conversations which have passed between us respect- 
ing the object of your mission, precludes the necessity of my communi- 
cating to you detailed written instructions 

3 At the same time I think it proper to call vour particular attention 
to the following objects 

1st His Highness the Nizam has expressed his solicitude that vou 
should convey assurances from me to Raja Mahipat Ram that his life, 
honour and personal propertv shall not be dcmar/cd bv his dismissal from 
his station in Bcrar, vou will, therefore, authorize to con\cy such assu- 
rances to the Raja as you may think will satisfy him on those points, and 
in order to guide you in making those assurances, I have the pleasure to 
enclose copies of two letters from Mcer Allum to the Raja, and from nnsclf 
to him At the same t’mc vou vill point out to the Raja the uecesMtx of 
relinquishing and avoiding all clandestine correspondence either vith the 
Niz-’m himself or with the personal atten'^ants of His Highness, \nu viil 
likewise impress him with the necessity of yielding a cheapest and reads 
obedience to the orders of the Government, by delivering over the charge 
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of the diitricti and troopi under his charge to Raja Govlnd Bukih and by 
returning to the fortrcti of Sugar which ha* been appointed to be the place 
of hii future residence If he should continue to expres* an anxictv to 
retire to some place of religious worship, such at Benares Jagannath or 
Tirupati you v.ill tell him that after hi* arrival at Suggur I will coinmuni 
cate hit request to the Hon’’blc the Governor General though I cannot 
take it upon myself to promise whether hi* request will be complied with 
by the Bntith Government \ou will tell m the most unequivocal term* 
that I will never content to his or Shreepat Ram.* viiiting H>dcrabad and 
I will oppose such an intention by every mcani In my power >ou will parti 
cularl> caution him against all clandestine correspondence and the agita 
tion of all intrigue and )ou will let him know that the rcalimtion of the 
assurances which >ou arc directed to convc> to him depend entirely upon 
hi* relinquishment of these habit* and design* which rendered ucccisary 
hi* removal from Berar 

2nd If the Military Chieftain* in Berar should address you you will 
reply to them in term* of general civility and politeness calculated to 
cxcilc or to confirm their attachment to the united interest* of the two 
States, you will endeavour to obtain accurate information of the number* 
and dcscnption of the honour maintained by the several chieftains in 
Berar and of the character and dispoiition of the Chieftains themselves 
We may depend upon the disposition of Salabat Khan and Assccrood 
oulah but we are not so certain of the sentiment* of Subhan Khan and 
Bukihi Gulam Hyder 

3rd You will Ukcwtic endeavour to procure satiffacto^ Information 
of the numbers an! disposition of the Corps of Infantr) in Berar as such 
information will enable me to asjcrt the Minister with m> advice re*pect 
ing the future formation and equipment of those Corps 

4th You will endeavour to obtain list of all the riiropcnns or half 
caste men who may belong to the several Corps of Infantry in Berar des- 
cribing their notion their character their ouolificatioj)* nnd their period of 
senice Raja Gov ind Buksh will receive tnc Minister s orders to send 
Climcntc the Spaniard down to Hyderabad, and as this man has long been 
obnoxious to suspicion it will be proper that >ou should request Colonel 
Akccllj to detach a guard to escort Climcntc to the Capital 

Sth I have the pleasure to forward for vour information a ropy of ray 
letter to the Commanding Officer of the Subsidiary Force detinng him to 
convey certain Instructions to the Commanding Ofccer of the Detachment 
which has proceeded to Berar You will then see the object of sending 
that detachment to Berar, and you will of course regulate your communi 
cation* to Raja Govnnd Buksh by the sentiments expressed in that letter 
O 6th Any other information which it mav be m vour pow''r to obtain 
retpccting the Military csfablishment the state of the country and of its 
resource* and Mahratta claim* of Choutc on the provinces under Raja 
Govind Bukih will be extremely useful and acceptable to me 

Hyderabad I am Sir 

The 20th December 1806. Your most obedient servant 

(Sd) T SYDENHAM 

Resident 


Letter No 25 — ^Thls forms an enclosure to Svdenbam's letter to the 
Governor-General dated 27th December 1806 
These SIT article* give an idea of the nature of control that the Bntish 
had over the Nixam from so early a year as 1806 
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Volume 14.— Enclosure No. 2 to letter No. 33 

Translation oj a paper of six articles which was presented by Capt 

Sydenham to His Highness theJSlizam, and was ratified by the signature 

of His Highness on the 4th of December 1806 

1st The Hon’ble the Governor-General having fully established 
that Mahipat Ram is enemy to the British Government, is mimical to the 
friendship and alliance between the two states, and m thiS »'espect is an 
enemy to the Assophia state, it is proposed that, if the continuation of the 
friendship of the British Government be an object of solicitude to His 
Highness Mahipat Ram be dismissed from his present station together 
with Sreepar Ram and others be ordered to remain with every proper 
comfort m the fortress of Suggar and that Ismail Yar Jung who is the 
intimate associate of Mahipat Ram an^ both the Principal and Agent of 
the factions turbulent be dismissed from his station and ordered tn 
reside at his native place 

2nd That a pension be granted to Noorul Omrah of the same 
amount which he formerly enjoyed and that his friends and dependants 
who do not exceed 4 or 500 men be taken in the service, and that Noorul 
Omr in be ordered to retire to Aurangabad, the place belonging to the 
family of Auzimool Omrah 

3rd That persons who may be in the confidence of His Highness and 
on whom the Governor-General and the Resident can place dependance bo 
immediately appointed to the charge of the duties and command of troops 
at present under the charge and command of Mahipat Ram 

4th That no alteiation be made to the just proposals of the British 
Government and that they be immediately complied with, that delay and 
from which difficulty difference and disputes chiefly arise, be not thrown 
into the way of such proposals, and that as often’ as this friend may require 
an audience, no conditions be presented to it, and no difficult^’- be made 
to the granting of it 

5th That an immediate stop be put to all representations and Arzees 
which factious people secretly convev to His Highness and that on this 
subject, the approved custom of His late Highness be pursued, which was 
that whenever any person secretly conveved an Arzee to His Highness or 
put on foot a clandestine course .such an Arzee or representation was imme- 
diately communicated to the Prime Minister, and the Prime Minister 
communicated to the British Resident That if the Arzee of any ill dis- 
posed persons should be clandestinely conveved to His Highness or that if 
secret intercourse should be carried by any such person His Highness 
should regulate to communicate it in the wav above mentioned The 
Resident will assuredly represent the circumstances to His Highness and 
will require that the person be punished 

6th That according to the suggestations of the Governor-General His 
Highness to renoi^e implicit confidence in his present Minister and do 
bsst^i his kindness on him and that according to the stipulations of the 
Wajibool Arz which was before confirmed by His Highness’s signature 
all which may be performed and accomplished bv the Minister shall be 
ratified That tlie life and honour of the Minister and of his friends ani 
dependants be protected bv His Highness and as His Highness has been 
pleased to declare to this friend that you arc to be the link betv'ccn me and 
Meer Allum^ in the event of any alteration or of the Ministers representa- 
being approved of this friend will take upon himself to rcronrile 
such difference, and lastlv that 4 comnanics of the British Trooos shaB be 
permitted to be stationed at the Ministers residence for the protection of 
his person 


True Translation 



SINDHIA’S AFFAIRS 


Letter No 1 ~Tlic Information contained in this statement taken from 
Mr Stuart b> Lieut Colonel Close tlirmvs light on the mllilarT 
organisation and cgulpmcnls of the Sindhla s arm> U also ]ndl 
calcs how the Luropean officers of Sindhla s Arm> proNXid d(5lo>al 
and c\*cn deserted on the c\c of the battle. 

Siudhin s Canit iSf/i October 1803 
Mr Stuart arn\cl in Sindin cimp at 1 Idclabad on the i't of June 
1803 About 25 dar« after he wa* appoinltd to do dut\ fib the Burhan 

g ore Battalion of the lit Brigade Commanded b\ Colonel Pohimin The 
honsla i Arm^ t\ai- then Mr S bcl»i.\c* at Matkapur The force at 
Edlabad was then ai follows — 

8 Battalions of the 1st Brigade 


4 Battalions of Sumroo Begum f 

4 Battalion! fof the Rricadc late rinses) CommandcJ b> Mr Dupont 
a person of Dutch Fitraction bom at Cc>lon 

4 or S Battalions of the Sth Bng^dc commanded b> Major Brdnnrigg 
6 or 7 Battalions of the 4th Brigade commanded b> the Chevalier 
Dodcrnciguc 

Sindia with hit ca\alr> was at this time not m sight probabl> at 
Malkapur 


The ordnance is as follows — • 

With the first Brigade there were fnc gum to each Battalion besides 
a Park to the Bngadc consisting of 8 or 10 pieces 18 and 12 pri The 
ordnance of the other brtgide< Mr Stinrt imagines wai not puitc so 
numerous probablj about three to each Battalion Besides which was 
Dowlat Rao Sindia s own Part called the Jinscc under ffansingh 
Chowdry about 40 or 50 pieces This was the whole force m Infnntrv nnd 
Ordnance when Mr S fotned Tiig (nvalr> is %cr> numerous There 
were about (torn) (javalrv attached to the three Brigades In the 
month of Julj the whole force moved on towards Adjunta The 1st 
Bngadc having halted within 6 Coss of that pau 

After a halt of some dvn the 4th and 5lh Brigades under Rrownnffg 
and Do'^emciguc were ordered to Hindiisthnn Thc> accordinglv march 
cd towards Ujjam Tlie 1st Brigade received orders to march back to 
Burhanpur the same night that Colonel Collini left Sindia s Cnmp Thev 
accordingly marched to Burhanpur Two of the Battalions croiied the 
Tapte© when the whole Brigade was remanded to Sindia s -Camp Sindn 
himself having by this time penetrated through the A'liunfa Pa«s with his 
Cavalry the Begum n Battalions and the four under Monr Dupont The 
Irt Brigade marched to Adjunta where it encamped Sumroo s and 
Dupont 8 being encamned m the neighbourhood 

^Vhen Colonel Collins left Camp Mr Stuart asked Colonel Pohlman 
to give him bi« discharge Col P said that he coul 1 h'^vc his discharge 
from General Perron only Mr S continued to press Colonel P for his 
discharge telhng him that hostilities might commence before he could 
hear from General Peron and that if Colonel P persists in refusing him 
his disenarfie he determined to go and in the bwt manner he could 
At length on the 12th of September Colonel P was induced to givf 
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him his discharge and Mr Stuart immediately quitted Camp and went to 
Burhanpur Mr Grant and Mr Mac Cullough obtained their aischar^e at 
the same time and went back with Mr S to Burlianpur 

In the Ghaut, Mr S met Smdia’s Jmsee Park 

The morning after Mr S received his discharge, the enemy marched m 
a southern direction Mr S reached Burhanpur without any material 
occurrence at Burhanpur There were no troops Mr Stuart after remain- 
ing a short time at Burhanpur to procure some people for his protection 
on the journey, set off intending -to ^o ny the Unkitunki Ghat but at 
Arundole, hearing that there was a nearer route by Untoor Ghat proceeded 
that way to Dowlatabad and from thence to Poona, where Tie ariived on 
the 14th October 

Just before Mr S left Burhanpur he heard a report of an action having 
taken place and Smdia’s army was said to have been defeated On the 
road Mr S heard that the battle was very severe and that there was great 
loss on both sides, that all the 1st Brigade vyas cut up except one Battalion 
which was with the baggage, that all Sindia’s guns had been taken and that 
Major Doison was killed Mr Stuart thinks that Major Dorson must have 
commanded the Brigade on the day of the action He was the officer next 
m rank to Colonel Pohlman, and Mr S knows that Colonel P had insist- 
ed on having his discharge, and used eveiy endeavour to procure it from 
Sindia, but to no purpose That though Colonel P was induced to march 
Mr S knows that it was not Colonel Ps’ intention to fight and that he 
had sent his resignation to General Perron Mr S also heard a leport, 
that Colonel P was not in the action The reports which Mr S heard of 
the action weie so vague that no dependence can be placed on them but he 
understood that all the 1st Brigade, except one Battalion was in the action 
That, that Battalion and Begum Summroo’s and Dupont’s Brigades were 
with the Baggage Mr S does not know of any British subjects in these 
two last mentioned Brigades In the 1st Brigade there were only Mr S 
and the two gentlemen above mentioned and Mr Marrs, and a sergeant 
and a gunner The sergeant asked Mr S ’s advice about the best means for 
quitting camp and said he saw that the Brigade was going to inarch for- 
ward , that he should have gone off before, had he not been apprehensive, 
that his departure would occasion a suspicion against the English Officers 
and that they would be siezed in consequence Mr S advised the 
Sergeant to go over to General Wellesley’s Army which would easily reach 
though Mr S could not At length the Sergeant said he should take the 
first opportunity to slip off on the line of march and Mr S understood that 
the Gunner had the same intention 

When Mr S left Camp Mr Marrs was out on a foraging Party and 
Mr S does not know what became of him Mr S knows that he as well 
as the others made many endeavours to get his discharge The other 
Europeans m the Brigades which were with Smdia were chiefly French and 
Portuguese 

Foreign European Officers of ih/> 1st Brigade ' 


Col Pohlmaun Hanovenan 

Major Dorson French 

Captain Gautier Do 

Captain L Honore Do 

Captain Lieutenant Mcrcier Do . 

Ensign Pemn Do 

Ensign Manual dc Ball Portuguese. 

*’ Joseph Corolus Do 

Signor Cambro or Camro Do 


Bciidcs the abo\c there vscrc 4 or 5 furopcans Scrccaati or Gunner* 
and 20 or 30 half cast and nati\c Portuguese Gunner* and loppaiic* There 
It alto a Mr Wroughton a person of a \co dark complexion a native of 
Bengal He wai an Eniign or Cadet and a Mr Bro^vn an Lngluhniaii. 
an Enilm or Cadet Thcic t^so last mentioned pertoni were not aiiocialco 
wtthandMr S knows notliing about them The Artillery men are chiefly 
Mohammedan* Thej arc diMdcd into two class One called Golandaz 
and the other Gurncll 1 he latter carr>ing a sort of a carabine or blender 
bus* ihcv are clothed m Blue turned up with red Ensign Cambio had 
charge of the Parka f 


Mr S hai reason to bclic\c that Gautier Honorc and Mcrcier were 
very averse to the War and would base got their discharge if they could 
Dupont too was vcr> anxious to go away and was in fact for some time 
prisoner in his o^^n Camp Dorson was very mimical to the English and 
he wo* so apprehensive of Pohiman s leaving Camp from his unwillingness 
to sene against the English that he surrounded his tent at nigiit with 
Mcwatti* and other people to prevent hi* getting away Mr B know* 
nothing further of the European* whose name* arc here mcntioocil 


Mr S thinks there must have been 60 gun* attached to the 1st Brigade 
and on a rough calculation that not leu than ISO or 160 Piece* of Cannon 
were brought up the Ghaut 

Mr S thinks that there must be a good many ^ni in atscer but "he 
has no reason to think that they arc mounted on field carriages. 


When Mr Stuart was near Adjuntcc he sav a letter from Gencnl 
Perron to Colonel Pohiman m which General Perron mentioned that m 
consequence of the apprehensions which were entertained of a war breaking 
out hi* Engluh Olheert had taken thci discharge That he tliercforc 
wished Colonel Pohiman would send him 3 hreneh Officer* namely 
Honorc Mcrcier and Pemn Mr S sa^s that Honorc and Meracr 
positively refused to go but he think* Perrin would go willingly It was m 
consequence of this letter that Colonel Pohlmjn was induced at the urgent 
request of Mr S and llic other English Officers to give them their dis- 
charge Mr S heard that Major Brownngg and Major Smith and all the 
other English Officers of Brownngg* Brigade had left Cotah and gone over 
to the British Stations 


In Dodemeque* Brigade the only Engliih Officer was Major Smith 
The other officers in that Bngade to the best^f Mr Stuart* recollection 
are as follow* — 


Cbermlkr DodenMqo* FrtDcbmut. 

Moiur Oemier Dq 

daobtei Do 

Ptnaentier Do. 

D« "Lm FooeJurd Do. 

Pepin ^ Do 


and 3 other French Officer* whose names Mr S doe* not remember The 
officers of Brownnggs Brigade are — 

Major Brownngg 
Captain Matshall 
Captain Harriet 
Captain Lt. Atldu 
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Mr S knows nothinu of Sindia's plans but at Adjuntcc, it was lepoii* 
ed that he was going to Hyderabad 

Mr S heard a report that the Bhonsla’s people had done nothing in 
the action, some said that the Bhonsla had gone over to the English The 
Bhonsla was said to ha\e had Infantry as well as Cavalry and that the 
Infantry had been sent back to Nagpur 

Mr S understands that Sindia is forming a Brigade at Ujjain under the 
Command of an Armenian named Jacob, to whom a Jaidad has been 
assigned IJjjam is a large walled town, the wall m bad repair Sindia had 
an arsenal and foundry there Some of the guns of the 1st Brigade 
having been cast there 

Mr S knows no particulars of Holkar but understands that he has 4 
or 5 Brigades of Infantry and about 200 Pieces of Cannon and an immence 
number of horse 

Ambajcc’s Brigade marched towards Hindustan the day after Mr. S 
joined at Edlabad 

Near Ujjain is the remainder of Filoscs Brigade consisting of 6 or 7 
Battalions under John Baptiste (inuiblincl) of P'rench exti action, so 
that if Jacobs Brigade is completed there arc 2 Brigades for the protection 
of lJj]ain 

Mr S first heard of the proclamation by His Excellency the Governor- 
General on the Nth of October when he arrived at Poona He i egrets 
that the proclamation did not re,ich Sindia’s Camp, because he thinks it 
would have had very good cliccts as well among natives as Europeans 

Mr S adds that when he was in the vicinity of Adjuntee a Despatch 
•was received from General Perron acconipanicd by the articles of war 
which the several ofiiccrs were desired to take a copy of and at the same 
time to take an oath that they would serve m or out of the Mahratta Terri- 
tory The oflicers however declined taking this oath which uas nor 
noticed particularly by Colonel Pohiman 

When Mr S left Sindia’s Camp, the troops were four months in 
arrears, a circumstance which was very unusual, it having been customary 
for the Troops to receive their pay regularly on the beginning of each 
month 

With respect to Burhanpur, Mr S thinks that the wall of the place 
which IS of stone and brick is about as high as the wall of the Port of 
Nugger and would consequently be difficult to escalade altncugh not 
capable of standing against Cannon Mr S did not observe that, any 
scarcity prevailed in Sindia’s Camp The Cavalry used to plunder' the 
neighbouring country and bring gram to the Bazars and besides Burijaras 
used to frequent the army in great numbers 

Letter No 2 — It is a veiv important letter containing observations about 
the state of civil and military aA^airs of Dowlat Rao. 

From— J MAL.COLM, RESIDENT WITH DOWLAT RAO 
SINDIA. 

To— IHE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Camp iipar Burhanpur, 6ih February 1804 

I have m attention to the instructions of the Hon’ble General 
Wellesley made every en eavour to ascertain the number of the Troops 
with -Dowlat Rao Smdia and I have now the honor to enclose for your 

49 
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>.Tf^1li»nry t InformiitJOn a return which I believe cootaint a prcHy correct 
iiaicmeni oi that pan of the Matmin)a • Arm> which \% in the Deccan I 
have lubjoincd a lut of the Chicfi ol Uoulat Kao bindia and On ciiiniatc of 
the force* employed under their *Cominand in Malwa and Hmduitan but I 
am inclined to believe that little reliance u to be placed on the ciactncji 
thi* general caiimatc though it ii the bc*i that I could obtain I have 
annexed to thi* return a hit of the principal oflicen of the Government 
and of the officers of the Province and of the HouicholJ 1 have occaiion 
o'‘y made kuen remarks oppoiite their names and those of the officers of 
the Array as seemed necessary to explain the nature of their respective 
stations to show the period at which they attained their present rank or 
the causes which have led to their promotion and 1 have nliu added lumc 
short explanatory notes and an account of the Bhyes of the late Madhajee 
Patil and those of Dovvlat Kao Sindla 

2 This document is I am aware very incomplete but us purpose will 
be full> answered if it convc}s a toierabI> just idea of the present stale of 
the Arm> of Uowlat Rao Smdia and atiords your Licclicncics general 
information ot the names and stations of the principal Civil and Military 
Officers of that Chief s Government 

3. I have >ct been too short a period at this Court to state with any 
confidence m> senlimcnts of its character or to offer an> positive opiniuns 
upon the conduct of the adralmstration of thu Maharaja s (liovcrnmem but 
1 am too scniiblc of the impurtance which must attach (at the present 
moment) to every information however dcfcciivc upon these hubjccts to 
hesitate tn communicating to >our CxccHcncy the observations I have 
imidc since my arrival in this Coimp 

A It is difficult to discover the real character of a Prince who like 
Dowlat Rao Smdia succeeded to power before he had reauhe \ the yean of 
maturity and wlio still continuv's (with the habits of youth) to prefer mdul 
gcacc m pleasure to occupation tn business ind the pursuit ol omusements 
to the cares of Government and consequently leaves the administration ot 
all public aRaiit in the hands o| Ministers j^ccobly to whose acts he at 
ode time appears mild and generous and at another cruel and uvancious 
As It It an allowed fact that this Chief is more dchcicnt in application than 
m ability it may be expected that he will ever long see the neccuity of a 
personal attention to his own interests as the only possible means by 
which he can hope to restore his dominions to a state of peace and pros 
perity 

5 The pride of Dowlat Rao Smdia has been severely wounded by the 
events of the late war and he has been willing to attribute his wont of 
success to every cause but the real one the lupcrior skill and valor of those 
to whom he was opposed He has at one time expressed suspicion of the 
fidelity of hit raimttcrs and at another loaded hii Army with reproaches 
He went to far after the action of Astayc (at which his personal gallantry 
was conspicuous) as to beat with hi* own hand ohc of hii pnncipaT Sardart 
whom he sccused ol cowardice anu he has subsequently treated the bardars 
of hii Sillahdar Horse on several occasions with great nithlessncs* and 
contempt and by this conduct alienated many from their attachment and 
mcreas^ the spirit of Mutiny and disaficction which had long pervaded the 
majority of that part of his Army who are at present upward* of fifteen 
month* m arrears 

6 To this violence m the conduct of Dowlat Rao Sin-’i* the defec- 
tion of the Hindustan Chiefs Mohomad Khan Afrudec Bakauder Kben 
Kummarud Din Khan and other* who left his Array with fifteen thousand 
Horse a few day* after the Battle of Assaye may perhaps in some degree he 
attributed though this defection ha* been generally imputed to the Ira 
pretsioD which the success of that action made upon these Chiefs and to 
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the fall of tlie Prime Minister Yadoo Rao Bhaskar, whose personal 
influence and authority was very great and whose -^eath caused a derange- 
ment in the affairs of t)oulat Rao, which is yet far from being remedied 

7 The arrears of the Army are neither paid nor put info any tiain of 
liquidation The infantry receive (in small advances on account) sufficient 
for their subsistance and the same attention is paid to such of the Horse as 
are immediately attached to the person of the Maharaja, but the others are 
neglected, except when the loudness of their clamours, or jthe violence of 
their actions foices them Into notice when temporary expedient are used 
to pacify them for the moment, but no plan of final adjustment is ever 
adopted 

8 The Sillahdar Leaders who remain with Sindia are bold in their 
remonstrances m proportion as they see that Chief dependant on their 
services and they are no longer kept in check as they were formerly by the 
Regular brigades (as there is only a skeleton of one of those Brigades with 
the Army) and they will therefore in all likelihood succeed in extorting 
some attention to their claims, though it is highly probable that their 
conduct on this occasion will alienate the mind of the Mjaharaja more than 
ever from' the class of troops, and miake him adopt early measures to 
restore the strength of his Pagah an-f Regular Infantry, the latter will^ how- 
ever never reach its former excellence if he perseveres in his present Inten- 
tion of admitting no European and having all its officers either Hindus or 
Musalman 

9 I am persuaded that Dow’lat Rao Sind'a does not possess the means 
of paying the whole of the arrears of his Army and the consequence must 
be that numbers of the Sillahdar Horse now m his service will disperse 
He will however manage making grant of land assignment of Revenue and 
other expedients to retain most of the Chiefs and the men can be easily 
collected again if required The only immediate '^anger he has to fear is 
that of an attack from Holkar before he has had time to reform his Army 
or to recruit his resources 

JO If the Military officers of Dowlat Rao Sindia are in confusion, 
those cjf his Civil Administration are equally so not from any division of 
councils or from any existing intrigues against his Government, for 
unanimity prevails among his Ministers and the Bhyes of the late Madhaj'ee 
Sindia who were the source of all foiraer intrigue in his Camp and 
every (^1 was submissive to his authority, but few of the members of the 
present temporary administration possess either influence or power and 
having no hope of long retaining their authority they find it difficult to 
carry on the common duties of their offices far less to attempt any of 
those energetic measures vhich appear so indispensable to extricate this 
Government from the state of 'distress in which it is involved 

11 The relations of Jadoo Rao Bhaskai still continue to hold the 
offices they filled during the life of that minister with the exception of Anna 
the bi other of the deceased who has lost his station of Bukshee bi.it who 
j'^et retains the honorable post of Sicah Navese or Keeper of the Seal They 
however no longer possess the power that should vest in their station, or 
meet with that support which is necessary to a performance of tl^eir duties, 
and the conseauence is that the business of some of the Chief offices of the 
state is neglected and will continue to be so until an arrangement is made 
by which power is taLen out of the hands of all in whom confidence is nc 
longer placed 

12 Bapu Vith^l Mahadeo, the oce<;ent Prime Minister, though a very 
old and attached servan't of the Maharaja had neither from rank or abdlfy 
any pretensions to the h‘eh office to which ne has been raised He was 
always a personal favourite with Dowlat Rao but during the life of Yadoo 

jnore J:han_'iCh^s5_MQvess or Controller -Of- the--*houBehold an 
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otiicc o{ great trust but not of high rnnk He teems to iiasc been promotwl 
at n moment ot cnicrLciic> from concidcnliont which referred mort lo the 
ineligibility of others than to hii suptnoi hinws for the omw 
esteemed a good man and poiscssci the entire confi cnee of the Mainmja 
but hii advanced agt the infirm »nie of his health and his want of familv 
rank and consequentK of powerful adherents jire all serious obitatlcs 
tgainit the successful cxcvution of the arduous duties ol lui | resent station 
He has however r Mcd hii reputation b> the ncj^otntion of the Treaty ot 
Peace and it is not unlikcl> that he ^ooks to tlic cultivation of the fncndshin 
of the British nation at a meant of securing hit personal authontv it well 
as of advancing tlic interests of his master* Government 

13 It IS the Intention of the Maharaja to bring several of the friends 
and relations of the Ministers whom he executed at Poona m 1800 again 
into office Whether lie ii impelled to this measure b> motive* of policy 
or of superstition* I know not It \t ^ifd by some that he has an opinion 
of the nnllitv of fhosc\hc mean* to cmplov while others affirm that it is 
■deep contrition for the inexpiable crime of putting Brahmins to death 
which he now considers as the remote cpukc of all Ins misfortune that has 
made him adopt this resolution and that he »» determine 1 by heaping 
favour on the friends and relations of the deceased to make all the atone- 
ment in hii power for his former guilt Whatever be the motive the fact 
I* certain Ycciubah the Karkoon of the late Jubah Dada ii appointed 
Paiihkar of the Bukshce and has received charge of that high office from 
Annah the duties of which he Is directed to perform as Paishkar till the 
arrival of Kriihcn Rao the son of the unfortunate Margin Roo Bukshce 
who was put to death it Poona and the grandson of Jubah Dada who wai 
Bukshce during the life of Madhaji Sindia and for some time after the 
accession of Dowlat Rao Krishcn Rao who is quite a >oulh is now m the 
Conean but he has been ordered to hasten to Burhanpur and the Maharaja 
has requested me to write to the Resident at Poona to facilitate hi* 
journey Jujoba fa Shenavee Bramm) the tribe to which all the ministers 
that were put to death belonged and who held offift when lhc> were In 
power 18 now ort his way to thi* Court from Nagpur while a brother of the 
late Luckwa Dada is I am told expected from Hindustan 

14 It wai some time ago rcoorted that the Mnharaja had an intcn 
tion of recalling Scricc Rao Cautkee to the ndminiPtration of hli affair# 
and the partiality of Dowlat Rao to his youngest wife Bapreh Bal who is 
the Daughter of that Chief made the fact not improbable but this inten 
tion if It ever exiitcd is certainly at thl* moment abandoned or the 
friend* and relations of the former ministers would never have been tent 
for as they cannot but conuder Serjee Kao lunder whose influence Sindia 
acted when those ministcn were put to '^cath) ai the immediate cause of 
all their misfortune* The return of Seriee Rao Gautka to power would 
also be oopoied by the adherents of the late Yadoo Rao Bhaikar as he wa* 
a personal enemy of that minister and thev would be joined by all the 
Brahmms who hold employment under thi* Government who speak of 
the cruelty of ^arlee Rao s disposition and the tuibultni-e of hi* conduct 
with horror Yet m spite of ihcir serious obstacles men well acouamted 
with this Court think t not imoo •ihle that the InHucncc of Baiw Bal 
(awlsted by sorat of the Mahratta Chiefs! may at a future period effect the 
restoMtlon of her father to power arul whenever that event occurs h will he 
at^ ed with a change In manv of the pnricipal and almott all the sub* 
onilnfite officer* of Government 

' consequences of the Insubordinate of the MiHtarv and of the 

unieHlcd ^(afe of the Cinl Adminisfrition of the Government of Dowlat 
Kao ^mdla are ruinous to the dominions of that Chief Tlio«e who have 
Military power direct it to the attainment of plunder while those who 
hjvlo authority aro crcluiivtjly engaged m fchemeli for thb promotion 
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of their own interests and make no efforts to restore the affairs of the state 
to order and piospenty, because they expect to dcri\e iiu perbuiial advan- 
idge truni that object being etiicicd 

16 From every intormaiion I have reeei\ed, the territoiies of 
Dow’at Rao Sindia in Malwa arc in a very desolate state Of the condition 
of those in Kiiandesh, ! can give your Lordship no adequate idea, that • 
province is a complete dcici trail the Milages are -abandoned and then 
inhabitants ha\c removed to the Camp of Dowlat Rao Sindia as their only 
place of refuge from the excesses of the hcen'-ed plunderers of the Army of 
that Chief, while the gram was ripe and upon the ground they supported 
themselves without difficulty, but since it has been cut down an ' destroyed, 
they have experienced all the miseries of want and famine Numbers of 
them perish daily nor can they return to their habitations even if they had 
the means of supporting life while this Army is in the province as they 
^^ould be there- continually exposed to the attacks and violence of foraging 
and marauding parties The number of these inhabitants with the Army 
which is very great has added much to the general distress and is indeed 
one cause of the present exorbitant price of gram, the coarsest kind of 
which is now selling at three seers the rupee and there is I fear but slender 
expectations of recurring any plentiful supplies 

17 Under such circumstances it becomes a matter of astonishment that 
Sindia does not detach the maioritv o£ his Army into Malwa Ifis now 
some time that a large body of his troops have been under orders to proceed 
to that province Their march is I am informe-l delayed for want of money 
and as this is a w'ant which must every day become more pressing on one 
part and more difficult to answer on the other it is likely to prove the 
source of very serious embarrasment 

18 It IS thought by many that the strength of Holkar in Malwa and 
the recent doubtful conduct of that Chief are the causes which prevents 
Sindia from returning to his capital and make him even hesitate in send- 
ing part of his army into that province From this apprehension if it really 
exists Dowlat Rao can only be relieved by entering into Defensive 
Engagements with the British Nation, for the present situation of his 
affairs are in my opinion such that if he returns to Ujjam without having 
formed that connection he must either fall under the powder of his rwal or 
admit Fis influence to an extent that will oblige him to adopt every measure 
which Holkar may dictate, and the magnitu'^e of the evils which might 
result from the occurrence of either of these events is such as to make the 
immediate conclusion of a Defensive Alliance between the English Gov- 
ernment and that of Dowlat Rao Sindia, an obiect of the highest political 
importance, and one eSseptial as far as I can jud^e to the preservation of 
that -tranquillity wdiich has been so recently established 

Letter No 3 — ^This letter without the name of the writer must have been 
written bv Major Tohn Malcolm, Resident with Dowlat Rao Sindhia, 
to the^ Governor-General. It is an important letter indicating bow 
some impoitant officers of Dowlat Rao Sindia became stipendiaries 
or pensioners of the British Government 

The letter is mutilated slightly 

From— J MALCOLM, RESIDENT WITH DOWLAT RAO 

SINDHIA, 

^ To— THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

, Camp near Btuhanpur, the X7th Fehfiiarv 1804, 

In attention to the instructions of - the Hon’ble Maior Ge-'eral 
Wellesley, I early intimated to this Court my desire of makin«^ an arraimc- 
ment for the fulfilment of the 7th artide of the Treaty of Peace parti- 
cularly, of ihflt part of it \yhioh related tb the Chiefs gi^^Officers whp- by.- 
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Itv stipulations were to receive pensions or Qislffnmcnts of hnd from the 
Hon bit Companv < Government and 1 propo*cd to grant dec i or Sunnads 
to the pertont whom the Mahirtija might name anc to take such other 
mcaiurci ai appeared ncccsmy for the complete aceompllilimcnl of this 
important article 

2 I was surprised (o find thnt the m nl ter* of the Mohania had 
taken icnous alarm at the terms of this nrliclc which they contended would 
(it carried into execution agrcciblc to lU literal icnfc) operate virv 
injuriouilj to the authont) of Doulat Rao Slndn ni it would make hii own 
servants to a certain degree indcpcn ent of hi* authority and cause them 
to look to anotl cr Government for the support which the relation in 
which they stood demanded that thev should exclusively expect from him 
and the Minister* upon these cround* urpcntlv rcorcscnlcd to mo the 
nccc*iity of attending more to the pint than the Ict'er of this article and 
expressed their hope thnt 1 would mike an arrangement to grant that aid 
to the Government of Sindla which ll* stipulations were evidently Intcn ’cd 
to aPord In i mode which would be less oh e<'fion'’btc than f* it T prono«ed 
and that Instead of av ifnlng (the amount stipulated to be given bv tin 7th 
article) to diFcrcni Chiefs I would consent to piy it to surh pnb’lc officer* 
ns the Mnharaia might nime to receive It ind that it would he distributed 
by them among the officers of the state* whom the prince might think 
molt in want of assiitancc 

3 I thought It expedient to be very explicit with the Ministers of the 
Mih-iraln unon fhi« occis on ind after exnrrs me m> avfoni ' ment at wt-at 
they bid ttited I inforrpcd them that their con trictlon of that part of the 
7th article wt^ich rehtea o ho ifsim'mcnt of Imdv or rwants of pension as 
a remuneration to tho*c hicfs or offi^^ w^o hid vu^ored bv the cmcral 
irrangcmcnt ma^c at thr rnncluvion of the Treaty of Pcicc appeared to 
me ns foreign to the snln as 1» wa* to the Icocr of the stiDuIiilon of that 
article That if a doubt roidd be expre^ cd '•bout tlie me'>n ng 

and fhr* exnre^Ion so eleir thfit 1» must be remove"^ bv .. moment i 
ttcntion to the immedin e prc'vding n'*rt of the snme ■»rfrlr w^'i-'h wi* 
from Its nature more specific Thnt it wis in that preceding article express- 
ly stipulated that R-’H B-^ve ^nheh nnH ot^’crs shonH rnnim “ ‘o /'ntov 
the Jnghecr* they before hrH undir the orofeclion of the Hnn^lc Com 
panv and that It of co r'v, followed ihit ihr other rrnntf whir*K were stnfed 
in the sirne nrtlrlc and which were VHnrrdly mid( from the snme niotives 
and which re«*ed unon the same prl’^rln'cs must he rreulansed hv the 
lame rule* That the rrun stcr* could not howiver forget the «trong 
reprcicntation whinh th-^y had made to th#. Hon blc Cener'*? \WIIrsIc' of 
the great lors and d stress which would fall upon "•'•nv md from 

the ccsnon of u^’h n Hrge Portion of tctrlt^rv as Dnwlnt Rno ^mdii hnd 
made to the British f' rwornment lod its nl'ics and that they well knew 
thnt the liberal stipuHt r>ns of the 7ih •'r^irlc were the con cnnenco of 
luch representation Thnt thpfe sfiniilntio*’^ were '^eant for ihe bet»efit of 
iho e chiefs an'* offirers the scrv ce of Dowlat Rao h pdln wt o hnd 
^•nered by the Trratv of Peace and the annual arpount which the Fnglish 
C. overmnent had from such g#*r»rrous considerntinn? consented to otrr on 
this ac^unt could not be applied to another oblect w thoiit n dcotrh re 
^m Jbat treaty That the condition of the 7th article which e'»vc Dowlat 
^ n i- fho Titfht to name th^j nerson* wh^ we c to recolr’n jnrier its 
stipulations -oensions or grants from the Hon^le Oorrinanv nfTordi^ the 
mo.t uneoiiWal proof of the Hendshm of the B iMsh Government for -tl at 
rrince a* by that condition thev had out it ip his power to reward the 
most mentonoiis of h{s sennints for thcir oast an^ to «eai e them prowslon 
a^onpte to the payment oUhe r h m e services Thnt T oouJd -not w^ell 
cOncotvc what-ijFouiid thebe could "bt -for tHy apprehcirtloti -yThlcii flit 


ministers had stated of the Maharaja’s authority suffering hy this article 
beiug carried into execution agreeably to the terms of the treaty, but 1 was 
willing with a view to guard against any possible evil of that nature to 
insert a clause in the deed or bunnud which 1 granted, which should make 
such Sunnud forfiet m the event of the party holding it being guilty of 
treachery or treason against the person or the Government ot the Maharaja 
and i conclude^ py remarking to the ministers that though the 7th article 
strictly interpreted ttndistmct) appear to exclude ail Gniets , (indis- 
tinct) those who had actually lost possessions m rimdustan from benefiting 
by it stipulations, that it was not my intention to insist upon such intcr- 
pielaiion as i was assured from the liberal spirit in which that article was 
dictated that it was not the intention ot those by whom it was framed, to 
limit the Miaharaja in the selection ot the persons whom he judged best to 
’'einuneration for the losses they might have sustained by the events of the 
War or by the settlement ot the peace, 

4 The ministers were far from being satisfied with those sentiments 
and they continued tor a periou to press with unremitting earnestness the 
plan which they had first proposed upon my adoption 1 nowever never 
gave them the slightest cause to hope tor success and never failed at every 
interview to point out to them how much they neglected the imerests of 
their master s Government by delaying the fulfilment of an article which 
gave him such power ot satisfying the demands ot Ins principal ehiets and 
1 further intimated that when the arrangement was made m a manner 

(torn) to the treaty that 1 should endeavour to show the friendship ot 
the Government I represented to tnat of the Maharaja by making every 
exertion in my power to relieve the urgent wants ot such of his chiefs who 
were in camp ana wno might be named to participate m the liberality of 
the British Government by granting them bills tor an advance ct their 
respective pensions 

5 This offer combined with their despair of effecting the arrangement 
which they wished has at last reduced the Maharaja’s ministers to issent to 
the stipulations pt the seventh article bei.ng carried into execution m the 
way i originally proposed and 1 have the honour to transmit a list which 
I have this morning received trom Dowlat Rao Sindia of the Chiefs and 
officers among whom it is his wish that the amount stipulated in the 
seventh article should be divmed 

6 I have made out and delivered the Sunnu ’s to such of the chiefs 
as are now m cacup and I shall deliver those belonging to such at> are 
absent to their agents m order that they may be forwarded 1 have the 
honour to enclose for your Excellency's information a translation of one 
of these Sunnuds which are all exactly the same both in form and expres- 
sion, 

7 Your Excellency will observe that all the principal officers of this 
court are included in the list which I have the honour to enclose The 
conditions upon which they have received this favour are (1 have reason 
to believe) that tiieir pensions or a proportion of them shall be applied to 
the support of Horse either Sillahdar or Pagah T.his circumstance while 
It adas to the strength of Dowlat Rao Sindia as long as he continues 
friendly to the British Government must operate very powerfully to pre- 
vent any future rupture between him and that nation The majority of 
chief officers about his court will not only depend for the most certain^part 
of their annual income on the Company’s Government but their followers 
w ho must be from the situation of the chiefs among the troops on which 
the Maharaja places the most ependance, will be liberally paid by the same 
state and the occurrence of a War would not only be attended with the loss 
ot a considerable and permanent revenue to the Chiefs but would . (indis- 
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Imct) a ncccnily on Dov.lnt Rao Sindia to make an immediate provision for 
the payment of their followcri and in n Government whose disburicmcnti 
will always be hkcl> to meet d not exceed hs receipts and in \hich there 
does not exist the slichlcst knowledge of political economy an immediate 
arrangement which would satisfy the dificrent chiefs for the loss wnlch 
they had sustained by the stoppage of- their pennons or confiiaition of 
their Jagexn and that would provide for the support of their followers 
would be very uilficult if not impossible 

B \our Excellency will observe that the Deeds or Sunnuds arc 
made only lor the term of the natural life of the parties to which they arc 
granted On the death of the poiicssor of a bunnud it will remain to be 
decided by the wisdom of the bnlish Government whether such grant is to 
be renewed or not and if motive's o^ humanity to the family of the deceased 
or of consideration for the exigencies ol this state dictate its renewal the 
original obligation will be revived and Its impression improved 

9 Whatever mav be >our rxccllcnc) s final determination on the 
point which \torn| at the option of the 1 ngliih Government of granting the 
amount stipulated in the seventh article in pension to be (tom) OK IN 
AbbiGNMl Nib of lanu ventured to suppose from the present situation of 
nllairs that for the first jear the pa)mcnl must be made in money and with 
a view ot alleviating the distress of this Army whicli is vcr> great and of 
relieving some of (he chiefs Included in the enclosed list from Dharna 
(a Slate ot confinement) in which ilic> have been placed for near a month 
past by their own troops 1 have agreed to grant bills for an amount of 
four or five lakhs of rupees among the principal sirdan in camp in advance 
of their respective pennons negotiating with the Soucart ihe> will be 
able to sail ty such claims of their tollowcrs as appear most urgent and 1 
cannot have a doubt but such vHcctual assistance ^antej at a moment of 
extreme exigency will make the most favourable impression both on their 
mines ana tnat of Uowlaj Kao bindia and be considered as a proof of the 
imccrity and of tlie friendship of the Untiih Government, 

10 To prevent any confusion in the amount of the sum fixe^d for 
these pennons or grams it nas been fixe^i at fifteen lacks Ihc Jagir 
granted to Bala Buye ana othec* m toe teventh article are declared 
to be under two lacks and I have Agreed to the solicitation of the Manaraja 
that if such siaiemcnt be found to be correct to allow the name of the 
Nabab Mcer Khan the son of byed Khan formerly Naxim of the boubah of 
Delhi to be included m the hit wiih Bala Bhyc etc* to comolete the 
amount of bvo lacks I shall however write your Excellency particularly 
nn that subject as soon ns 1 can obtrnn p distjovl aucouut of the village and 
lands included In these Jagheers 


Letter No 4 —The letter contains directions regarding his conduct in case 
war breaxs out All the possibilities are suggested and dlrectlo J 
are issued as to how he should con*,uct hiuiself unaer different 
situation burther Dowlat Rao has to be required to oust SarfI 
Kao Ghatgay from his sendee because of his hostile oisoosltion 
towards the British 

From the Secretan^ to Government to the Resident with Dowlat Rao 
bindhia. dated the 4i2nd December 1804 Ihii follows an enclosure to a 
leUVr of the same date from Edmonstone to Elphinitone 

Fort n i//fom dated the 22nd December 1804 

of persons who have been named by the Mnharaia Dowlat Rao 
bmdhia Bahadur to receive und*ir the 7th Article of the Treaty of Peace 
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Pension? or Jagirs at the option of the British Government with the 
amount to be assigned to each person . — 


Bhau Gopal Rao Bahader 

4 lacks of rupees 

Sadashiv Mahadeo 

2 lacks of rupees. 

Kishan Rao Naram Bukshec 

3 do 

Bagpoo Etui Pant 

2 do 

Selwajee Phalkeca 

50,000 

Bapuji Smdia 

51,000 

Gulab Rao Kadam 

50,0(0 

Jeswant Rao Sindia 

25,000 

Raghojee Kadam ,0 

25,000 

• 

• 

2,00,001 

Total 

15,00,000 


*The names of the persons to whom it is the Maharaja’s intention to 
give these two lacks will I am informed be sent to me tomorrow 


1 am directed by HiS Excellency the Most Noble the Governor- 
General to acknowledge the receipt of your several dispatches of the dates 
noted in the margin 

2 The reports contained in your dispatches, combined with those 
which have been received from the Resident at Nagpur and from other 
quarters have appeared to justify at different times different, and even 
opposite, conclusions with regard to the designs of those Chieftains ^ The 
desultory and precarious principles of action which regulate the conduct of 
proceeding of those Chieftains preclude the practicability of forming a con- 
fident opinion of their views from the apparent tendency of their measures, 
or the obvious bias of their interests It is probable indeed that the views 
of those Chieftains vary according to the temporary aspect or supposed 
condition of affairs Without entering therefore into any speculative dis- 
cussion of the nature of their actual designs. His Excellency the Governor- 
General deems it proper to contemplate and provide for every case which 
under the state of our information with regard to the proceedings of 
Dowlat Rao Sindia, the Raja of Berar and Ameer Khan can reasonably be 
supposed to arise and to furnish you with instructions for the regulation of 
your conduct under any contingency The cases which it appears necessary 
to contemplate are 

First The junction of-the forces of Dowlat Rao Sindia and the Raj*a 
of Berar for purposes hostile to the British Government or its allies the 
Soubahdar of the Deccan 

Secondly The junction of the forces of those Chieftains for th^ 
purpo'-fs of opposing Ameer Khan 

Thirdly The combination of the forces of Dowlat Rao Sindia an 
Amec- Khan for the purpose of acting against the British Government o 
the state of Hyderabad 

Fourthlv The combination of the forces of those Chieftains for th 
purpoie of attacking the Raja of Berar’s dominions 

Fifthly The prosecution of hostilities against the Raia of Berar’s 
dominions by Ameer Khan independantly of Sindja’s co-operation. 

50 
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Sixthly The combmitlon of the Kaji of Berar with Ameer KhaP 
indcpendantly of Da^i\]at Rao Sindini 

3 His J^ccllcnc> the Go\cmor General u Inclined to disbelieve the 
cxiitcn‘'c of any combination between Dowlal Rao Sindia nrrd the Ra}3 
of BcTir igamst the British Go\ctnmcnt or its ally rather by the tenor of 
the late reports of the Resident nt N'i'»pur ^ith respect to the conduct of 
the Raja of Berar and the state of aflaifK in that Chieftain s country than 
b/ an> i*onfidcncc in the cmicabic tcndcnc\ of Dawlat Rao Sindia s 
co« nseb n osc reports hn^c succcstcd to His rxcclicnc} t mind the 
proinbi!»t> thnt a junction of the forces of those Chieftains micht be con 
sorted for the purpo c of opposme Ameer Khan whoic Pindirics have 
/ictua!l> neaped a part of the Ran of Benr s ferntorv In that ticnt the 
project Tvill of cour'c be avowed b> the Rmn of Berar The reality of 
any such project however must be determined h> colhlcral Lets nnd 
circumstances for such in avowal fiiicht ob\iou»U be majle wilb a view 
to cover dcsitms of an Iiostilc nature Under anv other circumstances 
therefore llian a firm and well founded pcrsuation (hat the object of a 

S roposed jiinttion of the forces of Dawlat Rao *^indla ifilh those of the 
;3ja of Berar is to oppo c the troop* of ^mcer Khan voii will remonstrate 
in the stronpcjl terms acainvt the junction of the forces of those Chieftains 

4 You will state to Dowlat Rao Sindn the fp-nunds on winch the 
tutpicion of hi* hostile dcsicn* is founded advcrimc at the same time to 
the intelligence which >ou have received of the correspondence of Scncc 
Rao Ghautkn with (he cnem) and to the obvious concmrcnc*, of the 
movements of ^india i force* with the tenor of vour intcllujcncc you 
will ob*cnc to Dowlat Rao ^india that under actual circumstances tne 
junction of his forces with tho*c of the Raja of Berar and even hii con 
tinuincc withtn (ho territory of the Raja of Berar or near its frontier can 
onK bo ascribed to the intended prosecution of object* incompatible with 
the prcfcrvation of amitr an 1 alliance with the Briti«b Government That 
therefore the British Covemment poRfcssc* an undoubted nfibt to require 
that Dowlat Rao Sindia should afford the only demonstration of a pacific 
spint which can be considered satisfactory b> rctirinfl with hi* troops 
within th limits of his own tcrritorips 

5- That the British Government will not be induced by promises and 
professions alone to abandon (he cfTcclual mean* which the state and poii 
tion of our ?rraic* at present afford of immed atclv repressmsf and avenumc 
an> hostile attempt on the part of Dowlat Rao Smdia and of the Raja of 
Berar nor will it consent to be cxpo*cd to (he inconvenience and expense 
of a constant state of Military preparation attainst hostile designs on the 
pa“t of those Chicftiin* for the prosecution of which they have already 
provided bv a combination of 4bcir respective forces Yoir will accordingly 
distinctly apprize Dowlat Rao Smdm that hi* refusal to comply with the 
luft and nnt-onnblc requi ition of the Bntish Government will be considered 
by His Fxceilencv the Governor Genera! to con*titule a proof of the 
trcacherv and hostility of his desitfn* nnd will infallibly produce a renewil 
ot the War which can only terminate in hii own destruction 

6 You will taRp that occasion to remind Dowlat Rao Sindia of the 
assistpntc wmeh the Bntish Go>emtneni voluntanly offered for the re- 
establishment of hif Government You will inform him that notwith 
Standini hi fatal inactivity in the War and the doubtbj) tenor of his late 
conduct the British Government is itill ditpo*ed to afford that assistance 
nnd Ta Perform its promise of placiniz in hit hands a considerable portion 
of the terntory conquered from Jetwant Rao Holkar provided that the 
counsels of Dowlat Rao bindia shall be regulated by a corresponding spinf 
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of amity and alliance You will conclude by assuring Dowlat Rao Sindia 
of the sincere disposition of the British Government to maintain the re- 
lation of amity and alliance, which can only be dissolved by a course of 
conduct on his part inconsistent with those relations and involving an un- 
precedented degree of public treachery and ingratitude 

‘7 It IS the expectation of the Governor-General that by the time 
wlien you will receive this dispatch the Hon’ble Major General Wellesley 
will have reached the Army of the Deccan but with a view to provide for 
the event of Major General Wellesley’s absence, His Excellency has deemed 
it expedient provisionally to vest Colonel Close (who has been direcied 
to proceed to the Army on his way to the Camp of Dowlat Rao Sindia) 
with the power of regulating and controlling your proceedings You are 
accordingly oirected regularly to report your proceedings to the Honourable 
Major General Wellesley and to Colonel Close and-^you wiil conform to 
whatever ini^rructions you may receive from either of those officers 

8 Under any state of issue of this prescribed negotiation therefore 
you will not quit the camp of Dowlat Rao Sindia until you shall have 
received instructions to quit it either from the Hon’ble Major General 
Wellesley or from Colonel Close^ 

9 These instructions are' obviously applicable to the case of the actual 
junctio of the forces of Dowlat Rao Sindia with those o-f the Raja of 
Berar for purposes hostile to the British Government or its ally the Suba- 
dar,of the Deccan 

10 The second supposed case, namely, the junction of the forces of 
Dowlat Rao Sindia and the Raja of Berar for the purpose of opposing 
Ameer Khan does not appear to the Governor-vGeneral to require any 
special instruction for the regulation of your conduct 

11 "^ou will of course regulate your proceedings by the spirit of the 
preceding instructions in the event of your having reason to be satisfied that 
Sindia has resolved to co-operate with Ameer Khan against the British 
powe- m the manner stated in the third supposed case 

12 With regard to the 4th supposed event namely the combination of 
the forces of Dowlat Rao Sindia and Ameei Khan for the purpose of attack- 
ing the possessions of the Raja of Berar, I am directed to observe, that 
whilst Ameer Khan shall continue in the condition of an enemy of the 
British Government any combination of the forces of those Chieftains 
constitutes an act of positive hostility, on the part of Dowlat Rao Smdia 
You will, therefore, address the nccessaiy remonstrances to IDowlat Rao 
Smdia 11 the event of an expected union of the forces of those Chieftains, 
whatevir may be the object of such union 

13 No special instructions to you are requisite with reference to the 
prosecution of hostilities against the Raia of Berar’s possessions by Ameer 
Khan independently of Dowlat Rao Smdia or to the combination of the 
Raji of Berar with Ameer Khan as stated under the 5th and 6th heads of 
supposed rases 

14 His Excellency ihe Governor-General n0\v deems it neccesary to 
furnish vou with instructions for the regulation of your conduct with refer- 
ence both to the continuance of the same ambiguous -state of Dowlat Rao 
Sifidia’s views and proceedings at the time when you shall receive this 
dispatch as fhat which existed at the date of your last dispatches and to 
the succesc of your remonstrances in dissuading Dowlat Rao Smdia from 
the adoption of any of the plans of hostility described m the preceding part 
of this d'spatch, whicn under tne pervicious influence of Serjee Rao 
Ghautka, he may actually have resolved to undertake 
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15 The mformation which the Governor Genera! already pouciici 
wil 1 regard to the procetdingk oi Sindb » durbar and Hiv Lxccllcncy * 
knouJedgL of the character and ditposilion of berjee Kao Giiautka ha\c 
satisfied rill Lxcclicnc) s mind that die \ 1 ew 5 of that Minuter arc dccldcdl) 
hoitllc to the liriitih Oo^ernment that he hai maintained u traitoroui 
corrcipondcncc v>itii the cncm> and that b> his ascendancy over the mind 
of Dowlal Kao bindia he hni rc^uhted the movement! of that Chieftains 
vroops and the proceeding! of hit Government with a view to tlic accom 
pliihmcnt of hi! plan of hoitiiit> againtt the Hntiih power That Sindia s 
actual violation of hu former cnflngcmcnti and hit provocation of any of 
the projecting hostiliiv dcKribcd m the di!palch arc to be aicribcd to the 
PvrnicioiH counsel! ol Serjeu Kao Ghautka 

lb It u nof juit that the infcrcft of the ilntisL Government shoulo 
be e^pobc^ to liarard b) the intrigue! of that Ktiniiter with the encmici ot 
our power and b> tffc operation of hu aiccudancy m the counidi of ou 
ally and llis Licel!cnc> ha* resolved to render the conduct of Serjee Rao 
Ghautka the ground! of a diitinci proposition lor the rcmov*al of that perm 
cious Minuter unicsi such a change of circumstance! ihoulU occur a* 
would satisf) His ExccIIcnc> s mind that the Government of Dovvlat Rao 
Smdia would hereafter be conducted on principles more consistent with 
tile mtcre'sti and sccurit> of the British Government and with the relations 
of Amit> and Alliance between the two states 

17 Gnronncclcd. however with acts of positive hostilit> the 
Governor General will not consider Dowlat Kao bmdia s refusal to uli! 
mis$ SiTjce Rao Ghautka from hit counsels to constitute a justificable 
ground of War fhe alternative of Smdia s refusal must be a declaration 
on tite part ol the British Government that no distinction can hereafter be 
drawn netween the acts of Dowlat Rao Sindia ond those of Serjee Ran 
GhautK.! and that if bindia subsequent!) to the remonstrance of the British 
Government shall retain Ghautka at the head of nlTairs Smdia must be held 
responsible tor <1(1 Gautka s acts and that in th s ease an> hostility pro* 
voked b> Ghautka against the British Government w 11 be retaliated upon 
Smdia or in other words that the Biitish Government must be idcmnified 
at the expense of Smdia $ Government for cveo act of His Mmister which 
ma) be injurious to our rights mtercsts or security 

18 On the basis of these resolution* >ou are directed that in the 
ones prescribed to demand 0 private audience of Dowlat Rao Smdia and 
to make a representation to him founded on the following topics 

19 You will state to Dowlat Rao Smdia the Information which you 
Lostcu with regard to the traitorous corrcti>ondcnce mamtaioed by Serjee 
Rao Ghautka and the circumstances which lubitantiate the truth of that 
information You will advert to the entire ascendancy of that Mmister 
over th* Coimicli of Dowlat Rao Smdia and to the necessary inference 
from that notonou* fact that the measure* of hii Government are regulated 
b^ the advice of Scriee Rao Ghautka and that therefore the several act* of 
hii Governnienr (which you will take this opportunity of enumerating) 
either constituting a total disregard of the omigation of his engagement 
witli the British power or being act* of (torn) hostility against the 
Pritiih Govcmmvnt are to be asenbed to the pernicious counsels cf Serjee 
Rao Ghautka 

20 You will advert to the spirit of hoitiHtv against the British Govern 
melt which notorious!) actuates Ghautka and which has been uniformly 
manifested t-mcc his accession to power espeaally m the late proceeding* 
of Dowlat Rao Smdia s Government under the guidance of hi* mfluenefi 
and you will refer to the juogmcnt of Dowlat Rao Sindia whether the 
British Government can repo^ any degree of confidence In his omlcsbic 



professions or can reasonably expect from Ins Government a Conduct 
consistent with a state of alliance or even of amity, while his affairs are 
administered by a pci son of Serjee Rao Ghautka’s character and principles. 
You wnll observe to Dowdat Rao Sindia that while his affairs are sO' 
administered, it w^ould be absurd m the British Government to afford the 
pecuniary aid which it has conditionally promised for the relief of his 
cmbarrcjssmciils and for the establishment of his authority within his 
leseived dominions since not only the British Government, would possess 
no ground ol security for the application of such pecuniary aid to its in- 
tended purposes but would have ample reason to believe that it would be 
appliei to purposes injuiious to oui interests You will conclude by 
stating that hitherto the Governor-General has been disposed to separate 
the acts and disposition of Dowlat Rao^ Sindia from those of Sarjee Rao 
Ghaut but if Dowlat Rao Sindia still thinks proper to consign the conduct 
of atiai-s to that person and to yield to the influence of his pernicious 
Counsels, ih.it distinction must be withdrawn and Dowlat Rao Smdia must 
be rendered rlone responsible for every act of administration. 

21 Ir IS possible, how'cver, that at the period of time when you will 
receive this dispatch a cliangc of circumstances such as is described at the 
close of the l6th paragraph may have occurred in the Durbar of Dowlat Rao 
Sindia In that event you will of course consider yourself authorized to 
suspend the prescribed representation on the subject of the dismission of 
Serjee Rao Ghautka Under any result of that representation, you will 
urge the necessity of Sindia’s removing his Army from a pQSition favourable 
to the prosecution of designs hostile to the British Government and the 
expcdiencN of his return to his capital for the purpose of settling his Gov- 
ernment The instructions coniained in the 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th 
paragiapho of this dispatch are applicable to this prescribed requisition and 
you will accordingly be regulated by the spirit of those instructions in 
requiring the removal of Sindia’s forces from any position manifestly and 
designedly calculated to enable that Chieftain to support the cause of the 
enemy 

22 You will observe that no occurrence or contingency stated in this 
dispatch ca.i absolve the British Government from the obligation of payir^g 
to Smdia an equivalent for the revenue received (if any have b'een 
received) on account of Dholpore Raja Kerra 

23 I am directed to apprize you that a British force will prob^ably be 
detached for the prosecution of active operations against the trrjopg of 
Ameer Khan and that this measure will not be affected by the c^ccurrence 
of any of the cases discribed at the commencement of this dispatch 

24 Corresponding instructions will be immediately tr'ansrrtitted to 
the Resident at Nagpore of which a copy will be transmitted to you for 
your information 

25 1 am directed to take this opportunity of signifying to you His 
Excellency m Council’s entire approbation of the ability and discretion 
which you have manifested in conducting the duties of the Residency since 
the decease of Mr Webbe 

26 A copy of these instructions will be transmitted to the Hon’ble 
Major General Wellesley and to the Resident at Poona atid Nagpur 

PS — You will have observed that the instructions of His Excellencv 
the Governor-General to the Resident at Poona, dated the 4th instant a 
’ copy of which was transmitted to you in my dispatch of the same date 
contains the expression of His Excellency’s intention to furnish that 
qffleer witli detailed directions for fhe conduct of his negotiations at the 
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Lourt of Dowlat Rao Slndia I im now directed to sitrnify to >ou that thli 
letter compnzei the subject of those proposed directions In the possible 
Lvent therefore of tlic arri\n! of Colonel Clo t at iht Camp of Dowlat Rao 
bindia before >ou shall ha\c been enabled to act under ordri con\cycd in 
this dispatch you \mII desire that ofTiccr to consider those orders as conjti 
luting tile instruction! to winch m> dispatch of the 4th instant refers 


Letter No 5 —The letter is important and speaKs for itsoif Sarji Rao 

Ghalgay is reported to na\c ordered the Rlndarics to attack the - 
British Resident s Camp 

hROM-R JI NKINS ACTING Rl^IOFNI WITH DOWlJ\T RAO 
SINDHIA 

To-N H LDMONSTONi SrCUPTARY TO GOVFRNMEhn 
FORT WILLIAM 

Cawp at Soifgo; the 26lh January 1805 

1 lose no time m ^prizini' >ou for the information of Hii Cxccllcnc\ 
thw Mojl Noble the Go^crnor General that the Camp of the Britiih 
Resident Wui o\crwhc!mcd and plundered bv the whole bo^ of the 
Pindarics who attacked it witliln about a mile from bindia i Camp In 
th I unparalleled and atrocious affair I am concerned to state that Doctor 
Wise and I icutcnant Green ha\c been sc\crcl> wounded mvsclf accom 
ponied hv Lieut Stewart had gone to the Durbar for the purnoie of takine 
leave Excepting a Jingle tent I ha\c not obtained restitution of on> of 
the plundered property while the numbers of the wounded people and the 
total loll of all articles apparel, and defence ha\L plactNi us m the most 
deplorable situation The Maharaia himself has expressed the utmost 
iorf>\ and regret and hai promiica to restore the whole of the property 
but i IS a n itonous fact that the Pindarics were ordered to the attack b' 

Serj> Rao Ghautka and it is gcncroll) believed that they were joined bj a 
large body from the Purapoos and from the other parti of the Maharaja s 
C^mp 

Mv want of wnting implements and cveo other convenience prevents 
iny enlarging at present upon the particulars of this affair which cxccetls 
the most infamous atroaty ever recorded in (he Annals of the most bar 
barous notions 


Letter No 6 — In this letter Jenkins describes the unfriendly attitude of 
Dowlat Rao Sindhia and the attack on his camp by the Plndaries 
Inspired as he suspects by Sarji Rao Chatgay 

From-R JENKINS resident WITH DOWLAT RAO 
SINDHIA 

To-N B EDMONSTONE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT 
Camp at Saugor th$ 28th January 1805. 

In ray dispatch under date the 26th instant 1 had the honour to 
apprize you of the extraordinary situation in which this Residency had 
been placed by the infamous exertion of power exercised by Serjee Rao 
Ghautka have now the pleasure to state in detail the circumstnncea of 
_that atrocity as well as the events which preceded its perpetration 

My dispatch of the 22nd instant described an insultmg message which 
1 had received from the Durbar m answer to my demand for passport to 
gasiBt my journey according to the resolution expressed In that dispatch 
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1 mndo a march on the 23rd instant of about fouitecn miles Previously 
to my departure T uas visited by Ramchnnder Annah acconlpanied by 
Ballajcc an old adherent of the late Madhajee Sindia They as usual were 
ful! of profes'^ions and promised that Sindia would march on the following 
dav, but expressed m the siromrest terms my sense of the insult which I 
conccnod the British Gosernment m mv person to have received, and as 
they could tuU \ouch for tlie maich of Sindia’s army on that day I broke 
Irom their entienties and pursued mv march 

Immediately upon rcccning intimation of mv departure, Dowlat Rao 
Sindia dispatched Juirtroba Bappoo the present 'Bukshec, and Annah to 
follow me, and late in the cxening these ofiicers ariived at the place of our 
cncampmopt The\ opened their mi’^sjon b\ cnlaiging on the distance to 
which thc.\ had folhnvcd me acciwdmglv to the Maharaja’s oiders as a 
proof of the sincerity wph which Sindia desired to preserve pence and 
as an inducement to nn return, tiic\ solemnly pledged themselves that if 1 
would mireh to Camp in the morning the Maharaja would positively 
piocccd in tiie direction of Ilinin on the da\ folIoxMng mv arrival I re- 
fused to return upon th it simple assertion which had been so frequently 
imposed on me mcrch (o deccnc, demanded w'hcUicr they cajue with any 
power fro 11 ti’c Mnhni.nn (o airree to siich conditions T might think proper 
to propi^sc pnd to he responsible for their acceptance hy Dowdat Rao Sindia 
After conctdiiahlc hesitation lhc\ a\ov'cd that the Maharaja had authorized 
them to pledge his name for the pci form nice of my conditions which 
could induce me to return and the conditions which I thought proper to 
propose were — 

] That on (he da\ follow mg rtiirn to Camp, Dowdat Rao 
Sindia should coninHuicc his march to Uicin to wditch place he should 
proceed wMuout any further halt than the usual and necessary intervals. 

2 7'Int Sindia should act m conformitj to nn advice respecting 
Amh nee without any further dclnv 

3 That Sindi.a should complv wuth mv .adv’cc to disavow in a letter 
to thv> Go\ crnor-Gcncral (he conduct of Ambajec and of the Vakeel at 
Hyderabad, and that letters of recall to the latte, person should be deliver- ^ 
ed to me in order to their trnn^m^ssIon through the Resident at that Court 

T have omitted to mention that T had acted in conformity to the 
instructions transmitted in your dispntcli of the ultimo, respecting Saccaram 
Punt 

Jugeoba Bappoo and Annah having agreed m the most solemn manner 
to m/ propositions and the Sicca Navecs in particular appealing to the 
rank of this Colleague as a further inducement lo my leliance, I deemed it 
proper to assent I accordingly returned to Camp on the morning of the 
24th as I trusted that even the movements of Sindia’s Army from Saugor 
might afford time for Colonel Close’s arrival from whose presence I still 
anxious!/ liopod that any error or indiscretion of my conduct might be 
refrained Although I must express my belief that the manner m which 
the expected arrival of that officer was understood by the Durbar combined 
with the characteristic idea wdiich amongst the Marattas attaches to indivi- 
dual’s characters, a distinction of public measures has in a great measure 
contributed to lessen the authority of my official situation (?) 

Without any official message from the Durbar to account for or to 
excuse its conduct, I understood in the evening that it was the Maharaja’s 
intentio' to halt on the following day in direct contempt of the assurances 
up an wffiich I had consented to return to Camp I,Aherefore, again moved 
out and had proceeded a short distance from the ground of encampment, 
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'when undcrttanding that the Maharaja wished to receive a viiU (rom me 
prcMout\> to my departure, 1 ordered the baggage to be halted at a grove 
in the Mcinity of the camps and proceeded with Lieut Stewart to the tenti 
of Dovilat Kao Sindla 

After cxchnngln;^ the usual compliments of civility the Maharaja con 
fciscd th impropriety of v.hich he had been guilty jn omitting to march 
but cicuicd it b> saying that he had halted for the purpose oi confernng 
With me personally upon the lino of conduct which he should pursue J 
informed His Highness that understanding he had expressed a wish for ray 
attendance I should ha\c t^ioupht it is disrcspcetful to depart without com 
plying with hii commands and that I would take that opportunity of repeat 
mg my request to be pro\idcd with usual safeguard and rasiports for my 
journey from Camp The Maharaja replied that when I should have 
heard what he had to propose he trusted I would obandon my resolution 
and at the same time desired that I would order m\ Baggage to return to 
its former encampment near his tents He then said that he had deter 
mind to comply with all my demands that day respecting Ambajee etc and 
that hi, would commence his march towards Ujjain on the following 
morning 

I signified to Dowlat Uao Sindia that 1 could not consent again to 
encamp until I could rcccnc greater proof than \crbal asiurancL-s of the 
Maharaja s sincerity and I dpsircd (hat the letters which I required should 
be written ond dispatched in my presence The con\cnation that ensued 
It would be tedious to Hii CTccIlcncy t patience to relate but perceivm^i 
that I continued firm in my resolution to march T was requested to retire 
to a separate place with Juggoba Bapnoo Annah Sicca Navecs and Bappoo 
Chltnnvis and that the letters should he executed according to ay 
dictation 

Lieutenant Stewart and myself accordingly retired to a little distance 
with those Ministers the Maharaja continuing to sit m Durbar and the 
letters dictated by me to His Excellency to Ambafee Inpfia and Saccaram 
Punt the latter of whom the Maharaja disa\owed to be his Agent were in 
a stale of preparation when. 1 was informed that the Maharaja wished to 
• retire for the purpose of performing his morning devotions which had been 
mterrupted by my visit and that Ram Rao should be left tq witness the 
completion or the letters and to carry them for my approval that if they 
were not entirely worded according to my pleasure 1 could return in 
the evening* to suggest the necc«ary alterations Having no reason to 
suspect their sinccri^ I accordingly returned to take my leave of Dowlat 
Rao Sindu and immediately sent to recall the Baggage but before the 
metsap'e could be delivered the party had been surrounded and overpowered 
by the whole body of Pmdaries although it is a duty which 1 have much 
satipfaction in performing to the State that the exertions of Lieut Green 
aided by Doctor Wise gnd the native commissioned and non-commiisioned 
officers of the small body of men composing the Resident s escort were 
correspondent with the situation of extraordinary difficulty and danger in 
which they were so unexpectedly placed 

With respect to our future destination I can only nt present describe 
that we are completely defenceless and unable either to march with the 
army or to find a place of retreat and I am entirely ignorant of Sindia s 
intentions with respect to the late proceedings Tnli army is at present 
employed m battering the Fort of Sagur and will probably continue here 
some days The absolute power at present exercised by Gautka af well 
over the whole of the army as over the weak mind of Dowlat Rao Sindii 
renders it impossible forme to Judge of the probable result of kuch a flag 
rant outrage may be that r«ult however, His Excellency 


393 


will I trust believe that an uniform sense of dignity and power of the 
Britioh name and nation will ever actuate my conduct, and I am confident 
of reciprocal support from the gentlemen of this Residency in maintaining 

the unsullied honour of my representative character 

« 

I take occasion to acknowledge the receipt of His Excellency’s instruc- 
tions coiivevcd in your dispatch of the 22nd ultimo and I beg leave to 
express my sense of the pleasing terms of approbation with which Hu. 
Excellency has thought proper to notice my proceedings m the condupt of 
this Residency From the general tenor of my dispatches His Excellency 
vill perceive that the state of circumstances at this Durbar were such as to 
have rendered it in my judgment necessary to adopt decisive measure>^ 
pieviously to the receipt of His Excellency’s commands and I feel confident 
that mv conduct will meet with every indulgence which it may appear to 
His Excellency’s liberality to deserve 


Letter No 7 — It conveys the infoimation that the Sindhia was secretly in 
league with the Holkar and Ameer Khan with hostile intentions 
against the Biitish, and that the two documents which contained 
this information had been lost as a result of the Pindaries’ attack 
on his camp. 

From— R JENKINS, RESIDENI WITH DOWLAT RAO 

SINDHIA, 

To— N B EDMONSTONE, SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT 

Camp at Saugou the 8th Fehuary 1805 

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch in 
duplicate under date the 5th ultimo and I have to solicit the pardon of 
His Exceljcncv the Most Noble the Governor-General for omitting to 
furnish a particular statement of the proofs which I had obtained of the 
correspondence of this Government with Holkar and Ameer Khan 

The entire loss of all documents in common with the other effects of 
this Residency will not allow me to submit with the correctness I could 
wish the piecise grounds of the opinions stated in my dispatches, but in 
obedience to His Excellency’s commands I have now the honour to describe 
as fa- as my memory will permit, the nature of the proofs m my possession 
at the period to which your dispatch refers 

The first documents which I obtained were two papers delivered to me 
by the secret intelligence m this Camp as authentic copies of letters dis- 
patdied to Holkar and Ameer Khan the former intimating' the intention 
of Dowlat Rao Sindia to collect his troops at Sagui and to proceed by the 
way of Bundelkhund for the purpose of taking possession of that country 
an 1 of joining Holkar requesting at the same time that Holkar would order 
Ameer Khan to unite his forces with Dowlat Rao Sindia at Sagur The 
letter to Ameer Khan containing invitations to that Chief to join the Army 
of the Maharaja whom he was to consider the ally of Holkar and mention- 
ing that a confidential person should be dispatched to settle matters with 
him A few days subsequent to the dispatch of these letter a Vakeel named 
Tolk Ramnochander Prabhoo proceeded to the Camp of Meer Khan and 
subsequently to the army of Eshwunt Rao Holkar with instructions corres- 
pondent to the spirit of these letters 

At the same time Cundoo Punt the Vakeel of Holkar attended publicly 
the Durbar, and every intelligence I could procure of the nature of the 
frequent conferences between that person and Gautka combined with the 
actual movement of Smdia’s Army in the direction of Sdgur and the almost 

51 
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daily report of the nrrlvnl of letter* from Holkar tended to remote every 
doubt from m> mind of the cxiitcncc of n corrcipondencc wnh Holkar 
and Arncc” Khan for purpewt dccidcdl> hostile to the British Government 
and under rhis impression I deemed it to be m> dut> to submit to Hu 
i xccllency I notice m> opinion o{ the mows and intention* of Smdinh * 
Go^ ernment 

I take this occasion to apprize >ou for IIis r^ccllcnc> s Information 
that this Army has been increased by m additional park of 27 new brass 
ordinance from Auzeem 


Letter No 8 —The memorandum fs Important Inaimuch ax It thrm^x 
li^t on the British attitude toivards the Slndhla and rc\*cals a 
lack of faith and dUhoncsly of the British in their reiations with 
one of their allies 

TraiisJallon a mcmortfn/f«m o/ pojnts unadjusted by 
Mr Wcbhc in conformttv to the Treaty 

With respect to Dholcporc Barcc and Rajakhen let payment be made 
of fh Rr\»cnue for the last je*nr tI80Ii from the date of the conclusion of 
the Treat} of Peace and alio for the year (1805) having settled the amount 
of the revenue of the Muhauls let it be paid to me for the next three years 

2 Although It appear* h\ the accounts that I ha\o pecuniary claims 
on the Gnikawar State they hn\c not >ct been adjusted Let them be 
adjusted and ratified as it it not proper that the adjustment of lacs of 
rupees should be suspended 

3 Let the amount of the Rc\cnucs collected from Shrcc Gonda and 
other districts and from the Taluka of Poyagurh and Dahood prcMOUsW 
to the restoration of them to me after the conclusion of the Treaty of Peace 
be paid to me 

4 Great loss ha* been S^istaincd in the Mchauli in the Deccan in 
consequence of the disturbances excited by the Dhccli or other turbulent 
T^ph As the stipulation* of the Treaty prohibit my craplovment of 
Sebund/ Corps for the purpose of composing these disturbances let the 
British Go^o^nrac^t undertake the protection of these- lands from such 
diituibance or allow me to entertain Scbundics to enable me to settle tf i. 
Mchauls If this ii not done 1 shall continue to be subjected to some 
loss 

5 Jaggccri to the amount of two lac* of rupee* having been granted 
to person* lo my service Sunnuds were accordingly prepared in their 
favour for Jaggeers in Hindostan Possession however of many of these 
Mchiuls having not yet been given to such penons let possession of them 
be given to the Jaggeerdar* agreeably to the Sunnuds 

6 Sunnuds for a Jaghcer of 15 lacs of rupees having been prepared 
m favou of certain oSiccr* in ray service payment of the money was 
accordingly a^eed to ncvxirthelew the weekly discharge of the pensions is 
neglected Thu ii improper If therefore weekly payment* should be 
made to me with regularity it wilt be satisfactory to me and conformaole 
to the cutting engagements 

7 His Excellency the Governor General informed me that a niptu e 
having taken place with Holkar Hii EiccHcncv General Lake had ad* 
vanced against him with a considerable Army and that the HonTjIe Majo^ 
Geneni Wellesley was on hit march with a large force from Poona towa^ 
this quarter and called Upon me, to tend my troops to co^pdrate with 


His Excellency General Luke, conformably to the Treaty of Alliance, 
statin,! at thc^ same time that the allied troops should proceed to occupy 
Holkar's territory Accordinglj I di'^patched my forces under the Com- 
mand of Babojee Smdliin and Suddasheo Rao to join Colonel Monson, and 
\Mt'i respect to the occupation of Holkar’s Territory, my ofliccrs act in 
conformit> to the directions of Colonel Murray Although it had been 
originnllv determined that His F.\cellenc\ General Lake should advance 
fro n the side of Hindo'^tan and General Wellesley from Poona, this 
system of operation was not earned into elTect but was altogether suspended, 
without am communication whalcwer being madu to me on the subject 
His Excellcncx General I ake retired to Cawnpore and the Hon’ble M'ajor- 
General Nxclioslex directed his march from Poona to Carnatic These 
mens nes appearing to Holkar to be favourable to his view's, he acquired 
new courage and and icitv A*- I had dispatclied an Army under the 
Conunand of Baboojee Sindia and Sadashix Rao Mahadeo to join Colonel 
Monson aijd Jean liaptiste had plundered Shuhaunniit Khan a servant of 
Holkir, Holkar in revenge laid waste to the Mehauls situated m Malwa, 
Barodj, etc , and erecting Batteries against Bhelsi carried on the scige wnth 
xigor for the space of two months when the 'Ihunadar being extremely dis- 
iresseti for the means of paxing the troops, the place fell into the hands of 
Holkar 

Holkar unested Mundoosura for the space of two months, during which 
time he laid waste the countrx, and plundering the village, occasioned me 
a loss of crorcs of rupees 

It had been proper had the British Government redressed the grievance, 
since the cornpanx i*' hound bx the Treaties of friendship and defensive 
alliance to undertake the protection of mv territory, but this redress was 
not afforded I, therefore, reported (to MV Webbe) through Etui 
Mahadeo, that Holkar xx’as sufTcred to jdiinder my Mehauls to my loss of 
crores of rupees xvithout anx protection being afforded to them by the 
British Goxernment, that, therefore,*! proposed to prepare a force for the 
purpose of obtaining reparation and cxcrt^jjny endcavouis for the protec- 
tion of the Mehauls, but that m\ Goxernment xvas extremely embarrassed 
from xvant of money, and that under these circumstances, I requested that 
25 lacs of rupees might be advanced to me either ns a gratuitv or on loan 
That I xvouid then immediatclx commence my march for the purpose of 
obtaining leorcss (Mr Webbe) hoxvever, did not consent to this proposal 

T.et His Excellency, therefore, be pleased to state his wishes upon this 
subject that I may act accordingly 

8 The lands situated to the Southxvard of Jyepore, Jodepore and 
Gohud are applicable as Sunnjaumce to the payment of my troops and 
the Ninth Article of the Treaty stipulates that thev shall not be granted 
axvay to any Rajas or other persons Notwuthstanding this, hoxvever, the 
District of Gxvalior xvith its Fort wdiich is situated to the southward of 
Gohud and is applicable gs Sunnjaumce to the payment of my troops, has 
been given to the Jats 

9 It is stipulated in the Treaty of Alliance that the British Govern- 
ment will maintain and defend mv territories equally xvith its own territory, 
but no such protection has been afforded Although Colonel Murray was 
stationed with eight Battalions at Ujjain, Holkar was suffered to plunder 
Mundoosra to the amount of crores of rupees and to level it with the dust 
Meer Khan also attacked and established himself in Bhelsa, without any 
atterqph on the part of Colonel Murray to resist that measure. 
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10 1 liavc made repeated rcprc^cntition* to Mr Webbe on the 

lubject of the abo\c nine article* but he Ini treated them all with equal 
contempt All tins neqlect and imtlcntlon therefore must ha\c proceed 
cd either from Mr Webbe i own authority or from that of Hi* T xcclicncy 
the Molt Noble the Go\crnor General 


Y<) I will nicertain these pointi correctly and return 
answer 


True Tfan*lation 


me a detailed 


Letter No 9 —It Is an Importmt letter throwlnj? Ilqht on the attitude of 
Dowlat Rao Sindlda towards Jeswant Rao and the Jat Ra|a of 
Bharatpur Bowlat Rao's Intended march to Bharalpur and offer of 
mediation arc disliked by Jenkins who suspects these proceedings 

The letter Is Indistinct In some phfcs and portions of It are missing 
From-R JENKINS RESIDENT WITH DOWLAT RAO SINDIA 
To~N U EDMONSTONE SECRETARY TO GO\^RNMENT 

Camp the 23rd March 1805 

I ha\(. already had the honour of submitting for the notice of Hi* 
Frcellency the Moit Nohic the Go\crnor General i reipjlar statement of 
the proceedings of this Xlovernment together with my opinion of the views 
and intentions which hi\c appeared to icfuitc the conduct of Dowlat Rao 
Sindm Since the dito (indisttnct) jn\ohcd in a serious discussion 
(indistinct) the result bis been thit the ladies of the Mnhirpja i family and 
a great part of the hc^N-y biggagc of the Camp had to be actiiaFv separated 
from the Army for the purpose of being con\c\cd to a place or sifelv and 
it had been dctcrminetl that Dowall Rao Sindia himself with all hi force 
should proceed by rapid mirchc* in the neighbourhood of Bharatpur 
Having now rcccucd a distinct communication from Dowlat Rao Smdia of 
hi* plans (indistinct) my conferences with (mdiitmct) which will make 
His Excellency fully acqiuiinted v;ith the state r>{ nfTair* of this Court 

According, to a previous intimation from the Durbar the Sicca Navee^ 
came tj rav tent* on tffc evening of the 2]it instant He proceeded to 
deicribe that the Government of Dowlat Rao Smdia ha* received with sor 
row and regret the continued length of war between Jcihwant Rao Holkar 
and the Briti<ih Government and the great effects of blood consequent upon 
*o long a conteit that with the view of nutting a stop to the caloraitic* of 
War and of reitonng peace between the British Government and Jeihwant 
Rao Holkar HI* Highncii had determined to proceed directly to Bhurt 
pore for the purpose of offering his mediation to accomplish lo dc*irable 
an object that the purport of his vi*it therefore was to signify to me the 
Maharaja s request that I would write to the different officer* in command 
of British detachments in the neighbourhood of Gwalior etc In order to 
advertise them of the specific intentions with which Dowlat Rao Sindia wa* 
merchin) in that direction and to prevent molestation from any of our 
troop* which might be stationed at Ghauts m the route of hi* intended 
march 

I replied that I was entirelv unacquainted with the arrangements 
adopted by His Excellency the Commander in Chief for the protection of 
the countne* to which the Maharajas message alluded but that It wa* 
impoeslblc for me to comply with the Maharaia s request as the officer* 
who might be stationed in the command of British troops received their 
orders from General Lake and were by no mean* under my authority I 



then adverted to His Excellency’s orders and asked Annah whether Dowlat 
Rao Sindia could reconcile his late movements and the plan which he had 
then communicated vnth the tenor of that letter, he replied that the 
Maharaja intended to write an answer which would satisfy the mind of the 
Governor-General upon all points, in*the meantime the Maharaja con 
siders me to be the Representative of the British Government in which 
capacity it was incumbent for me to consult with His Highness the mutual 
advantage of both States and to renew the ties of amity and alliance that 
the Maharaja was sincerely anxious to maintain his relations with the British 
GovernmenI, that his intention of proceeding to Bhurtpore was intimately 
connected svith that desire He then repeated the Maharaja’s request 

I said that His Excellency’s letter contained the terms upon which the 
British Government could remain at peace with this state and that it 
would afford the greatest affection to His Excellency’s mind to be com- 
pelled to adopt any measures but those of the most friendly nature towards 
D R Sindia I then reminded Artnah of that part of His Excellency’s 
letter which contains the expression ‘'when I shall have been satisfied by 
Mr Jenkins on these points, no cause of dessention will exist between the 
allied states” I said I was much grieved I had not been able to satisfy His 
Excellency’s mind upon any point mentioned in His Excellency’s letter 
and that the Muharaja best knew how far his intended proceedings would 
be calculated to satisfy the Governor-General of his desire to preserve 
peace With respect to the Maharaja’s proposal of mediating between the 
British Government and Jeswant Rao Holkar, I reminded that as long as 
this stale continued in alliance with the British power the utmost atten- 
tion would be paid to its interest as well as to those of all our allies, but 
that the British Government required or admitted the arbitration of no 
state whatever To this remark the Sicca Navees replied that the Maharaj'a 
had received 'repeated solicitations from Jeswant Rao Holkar and Raja 
Ranjcct Singh to mediate between them and the British Government and 
thit if I could not altogther comply with Dowlat Rao Sindia’s request it 
would be sufficient to apprize General Lake of -the intention of this Gov- 
ernment and he desired that I would prepare a letter which the Maharaja 
would transmit I desired Annah to inform the Maharaja that I should 
of course communicate the substance of his intention to His Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief as well as the Most Noble the Governor- 
General and as it was rather late m the evening* I requested that Annah 
would visit me on the following day when I would enter more fully with 
him into several points which' it would be proper for me to explain on this 
occasion 

* The S'cea Navees accordingly visited me yesterday evening when I 
thought it necessary to commence a full discussion of His Excellency’s 
letter to Dowlat Rao Sindia relating to which I had received no distinct 
communication from the Durbar * I first however asked Annah whether 
Dowlat Rao persisted in the resolution of proceeding by rapid marches to 
Bhuitpon as the separation of His Highness’s family seemed entirely coin- 
cide with what I had heard on that subject Annah denied that the Maha- 
raja had separated his family from the Army for any purpose of marching 
rapidly to any quarter, on the contrary he said the whole of the baggage 
continued with the army and that it had now been resolved that the Army 
should march in the usual manner The Sicca Navees entered into a long 
digression respecting the conduct of this Government under the present 
Mmiste'" whose former intentions he avowed had been decidedly hostile 
and that until lately all the remonstrances of the old servants of this Gov- 
ernment had been*iof no effect that now however he had become sensible 
of^the folly of such conduct and desired nothing more than that the two 
states should continue united m the closest terms of amiN and alliances 



Conceiv np tliU to be ft fa\oiirnbie opportunity of cTplnmlnp myself with 
retpewt to Serjy Rao Gautka I remorfed that it pave me infinite pleasure 
to undentand that such was the Minister s present dlspoiitioni I laid that 
His Excellent the Governor General wnt disposed nolwllhilandinp the 
late iinhapp) proceedings to maintain with this Government the cloieit 
ties of amit> and of alliance that it va» in the power of Dowlat Rao Sindia 
to (indistinct) that confidence which unfortunately had been interrupt 
cd that Hif Hiphncw would net In the manner In which Hu I xccllcncy t 
letter had dcwrrihcd In that letter I continued His rxccllcno desired no 
concession which was not In the Maharaja t power to perform conmtchtly 
With the (indistinct) regard to his. ind to the principles of the nlllancc 
that It was not the Governor Gvncnl s wish to hurt the feelings of Dowlat 
Rao Sindm. that Hit rxcclicnc) would be parlictilarl) pleased to witness 
the (indistinct) of his Government to a sense of its own interests and 
to the (mdistlntt) of its hith as a proof of ilic liberal intentions of Hu 
Excellent I was authorized to renew the ties of nmit> and alliance and 
Colonel Close must be on hu wa> from Nagpur to join this Camp 


He thci informed me that intelligence had reached them of Colonel 
Close I arrival at Bhartporc and he enquired whether I hnd heard from that 
Officer I rcnlicd in the negative but recommended that the Maharaja 
should (maulincl) to meet Colonel ClosCj according t6 hu previous pro- 
posal Annah said that their intelligence might not be CTactI> correct but 
that as soon at I might have received a letter on the subject an officer of 
rank would be sent to conduct him to camp I awin adverted to the plan 
which he had (indistinct) to me on the preceding dav and which T said 
would render verj difficult for Colonel Close to join the Army What 
evLT might be the future determination o! Dowlat Rao Sindn I continued 
It would be particular!) pleasing to Hu Fxcclicncy the Governor Genera! 
tRat nothing should be done without the advice of Colonel Close who if 
the M haraja did not proceed to the northward would soon be enabled to 
join and that I was convinced the communications of that officer would be 
partieularlv acceptable to the Mohamja and render His Hi^ncsi fully 
sensible of the propcrict) of m> advice but that Hii Highness must be 
aware that hu present intentions were entirely at variance with the tenor 
of the Governor General s letter and that I earnestly inlrcatcd the Maharaja 
to proceed with utmost deliberations as that letter contained an express 
declaration of Hu Exccllcnc) s determination In the event of His High 
ness B pcrscrvcrancc m disregarding the engagements at the tame time that 
it earned the mast liberal and generous intimation of Hu Excellency s 
intqntioni towards this Government should His Highness resolve to act 
according to the obligations of his faith and to the manifest bias of his 
fntcrest 

Annah said that he would state faithfully to the Maharaja the substance 
of my remarks and that it was the sincere desire of Hii Highness and of 
the whole court to preserve the relations of fnendihip and alliance with the 
British Government Upon taking leave the Sicca Navees enquired 
whether I had prepared a letter for the Commander m Chief I replied that 
I wuhed His Highness in the first instance to be informed of the nature 
of the present Conference and I trusted that he would not persevere to hu 
refolution of adopting a measure <o inconsiitant with the one which he had 
stated prevail m the mmd of HU Highness and hU Minister to preserve the 
relation of peace with the British Government The Sicca Navees then 
took hu leave 

At night Serjy Rao Gautka came to return my vUit*to the 13th instant 
and presents suitable to hu rank and connection with Dowlat Hao 
Slndia, were distributed to the Minuter and suite 
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I have the honour to acauamt you for the information of His Excellency 
the Governor-General that Dowlat Rao Sindia has this day made a march 
of about 8 ni'lcs in the direction of Sulbulpore, by which route I under- 
stand, it IS his intention to proceed towards Bhurtpore 


Letter No. 10. — It is an important lettei that explains the motives of the 
British and the Sindhia at this juncluie of affairs 

From— R JENKINS. RESIDENT WITH DOWLAT RAO SINDIA, 
To— COLONEL CLOSE, RESIDENT AT POONA 


Camp, the Srd April 1805 

I have the honour to transmit to you for your information the enelosed 
copy of my dispatch of this day’s date to Mr Secretary Edmonstone 


Enclosure to above^ 

To— N B EDMONSTONE, FORT WILLIAM. 


Sir, 

The tenor of my late dispatches to your address and to that of His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chicf will have apprized His Lordship of 
the nature of the preparations in this Camp Understand it to be the 
intention of Dowlat Rao Sindia to proceed to cross the Chumbul with. all 
his horse and the Pindaries, while the whole of the Bazars, etc , of the 
Army were to remain under the protection of Ambajee Inglia in this quarter 
I requested permission to wait upon the Maharaja with the view of end- 
eavouring to dissuade His Highness if not from his intended march to the 
Chumbul, at least from proceeding beyond that river, until the arrival of 
Colonel Close I accordingly proceeded to the tent of Dowlat Rao Smdia 
on the evening of the 1st instant 

f 

After exchanging the usual compliments of civility I was requested 
to retire to a separate place with the Minister Annah, Sicca Navees and 
Bappoo Cheetnaveese The Sicca Navees then informed that a letter ha's 
been prepared by His Highness Dowlat Rao Sindia to the address of His 
Excellency the Governor-General but that His Highness desired its 
contents to be explained to me in the first instance for my approval 
The letter to His Excellency’s address, which I have now the honour to 
enclose was then read to me and I was requested to suggest whatever altera- 
tions might appear to be proper 

I did not think it necessary to state any objections but I told that 
minister that I was perfectly satisfied with the general tenor of the letter 
as I was convinced would likewise His Excellency the Governor-General 
provided that the future proceedings of this Government were confined to 
the professions 'syhich it contained T then addressed myself moie (in- 
distinct) to Serjy Rao Ghautka by saving that object of my present visit 
was intimately connected with the points referred to in the letter of His 
Excellency the Goyernor-General and that my anxiety on the subject had 
b^en much intfea^e'd by thie det’drmination Vzhidh I linderstbo'd to have be^n 
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adopted b> Hii Hjfjlincsj of proccedinfi to cro^s ihc Cliumbul f paid that 
I had alrcad> submitted through the Scca Naveci my tcntimcnlf; upon the 
proceeding! of this GoM.rnn\cnt ind that although I could not approve 
their tendency I dcpircd tlic miniBlcr to be assured that I was very rcad> 
to consult Vrith him upon (he line of conduct ^vhich uould most conduce 
to the mutual friendship and advantage of both states 

The Minister replied tliat it was lus desire in common with the whole 
court to acl in such a manner as might be most consilient wjili the relations 
of friendship and alliance winch had so long been established that there 
was no ground whatever for the anxiei> winch i had expressed upon the 
subject of the intended march to the Lhumbul tlial the vicinity of the 
position winch bindia would occupv to llliurtporc was entirclv cnlculatcd 
for the object of endeavouring bj lus interposition to mediate peace 
between the British Government and Jeswant Kao Holkar He then 
requested me to wnlc a letter to His LxccHcno the Right Honorable 
Lord Lake while the Maharaja would also address Jeswant Rao Holkar 
iQ order to put a stop for the preirent to Ihc hostile operations of both 
partids that tlioso letters should be given re^spcctivel) to two Vakeels the 
one of whom should proceed from me with the letter of Dowlat Rao 
bindm to the Camp of Holkar and the oilier with m> letter on the part 
of the Maharaja to the British Camp 

I told the minister that I could by no mcani compI> with such a request 
as my situation of Resident at this Court neither gave me authority to 
send on agent to Jeswant Kao Holkar nor allowed me to presume to 
direct the proceedings of the Commander in Chief that tsy situation 
required me to consult on tho mteresu of the British Government si 
connected with those of Hts litglihcst Dowlat "Rao Smdia and that without 
express author(t> from His £xccilenc> the Governor General 1 could 
assume no further powers that 1 had before stated my opinion respecting 
the offered mediation of this Government and 1 repeated that His Elxcel 
Icncy the Commander in Chief alone was entrustea with the charge of 
prosecuting the war against Holkar and of eventual!) concluding peace 
with that Chieftain, and I endeavoured to impress upon the Mmiiter that 
any engagement which might be contracted with the enemy would be 
particularly directed to the interests *of this state so long as it remained 
m alliance with tho British Government The Minuter did not press the 
point further and I took occasion to refer to the exprctilon m Hii High 
nets s letter respecting the punishment of the plunderers and I •■cquested to 
know m what matincr His Highness proposed to satisfy the Governor 
General respecting the rcstoralron of the captured property The Minister 
replied that the total value at which the plundered effects might be esti 
mated should be deducted from the demands of this state against the Bntish 
Government as the property could not m any way be collected and that 
with respect to the punishment of the Pindarics I well knew that it was 
not at present m the Maharaja s power but that the only object of keepmg 
them with the Army was to prevent the plunder of their temtonei which 
was m some measure checks during their contmuance with the ^Army 
The Maharaja would however take the first opportunity of pumshmg the 
outrage whici they had committed 

I expreaed rav satisfaction on this settlement which 1 conceived would 
entirely satisfy Hi^ Excellency upon the point of the letter but I asked 
the minister in what manner I should satisfy the Governor General upon 
the other important object of His Excellency s anxiety rtx the conform 
ance of this Government Serjy Rao Ghautka requested that I would not 
be under any anxiety upon that point for that the Maharaja merely mtend 
ed by hiB march to the Chumbul to mediate a peace after which he would 
fdhlrt to settle his country wnicH the drtsent want of finance would not 
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permit He said that if I would make any arrangement for the relief of 
the distresses of Dowlat Rao Smdia’s Government, the Maharaja would 
act m every respect accoiding to the wishes of the British Government 

I replied that I had long since requested the instructions of Colonel 
Close upon the subject of the pensions but that the continued march of 
the army in this direction, while it impeded our communication by letter, 
necessarily delayed the arrival of Colonel Close in Camp, that if Dowlat 
Rao Sindia would resolve to act according to his engagements, the 
Governor-General was willing to renew the offers of removing the distres- 
ses of Dowlat Rao Sindia by pecuniary aid and that Colonel Close had 
full authority to relieve those distresses in such an event, but that this 
hope would be frustrated by the rapidity of the movements of the Army 
to the northward, which w'ould not only delay but might entirely prevent 
Colonel Close from joining this Camp I said that I had already urged 
His Highness the propriet}'’ of waiting for Colonel Close upon whose arrival 
I was convinced that any arrangement would be concluded and which 
could tench to the advantage of friendship and union with the British 
Government 

% 

The Minister then said that he would repeat what I had represented 
to Dowlat Rao Sindia, and that His Highness would so far comply with 
my wishes and w^e returned to the Durbar when Dowlat Rao Sindia con- 
firmed the minister’s assent I repeated my acknowledgements to His 
Highness and after some general conversation I took my leave 

The Maharaja having expressed hib intention of introducing to me * 
Ambajee Inglia whose arrival Mn Camp will have been known to His 
Excellency, 1 thought it my duty as far as could consist with my object of 
avoiding disagreeable discussions to decline meeting Ambajee Without 
therefore expressing any particular objection to the Maharaja’s wishes, I 
merely requested that they might for the present be postponed, and 
Ambajee Inglia accordingly was not at the Durbar 

I shall still endeavour to dissuade Dowlat Rao Sindia from proceeding 
to Chumbul, and as it is probable his 'anxiety to hasten for march in the 
direction is combined with the fear of being excluded from the benefit of 
the negotiations which may be concluded with the enemy, and at the 
same time with a desire of obtaining a sum of money from Raja Ranjeet 
Singh, I shall neglect no opportunity of impressing upon the minds of 
Dowlat Rao Sindia and his Ministers in the first place the groundlessness 
of such ani apprehension Although I have received no instructions for 
such a measure I shall likewise think myself authorized to pay the third 
instalment of the pensions, and as some time must necessarily elapse before 
the arrival of Colonel Close, I shall deem it incumbent upon me to enter 
into the negotiations prescribed to that officer, if by those means I may 
be enabled to effect a favourable change m the counsels of this Court 

I take this opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of your dispatch 
of the not given ultimo 


I have the honour to be, 
etc etc 

Camp ^ R JENKINS, 

The 3rd April 1805 Acting Resident at D R S. 

52 



402 


Letter No 11 —It is an Important letter elucidating the points of dispute 
belwtfcn the Slndhla and Hie British Go\*cmmcnt, and refuting 
some of the charges of tlw. former against tlie \\ant of faith on 
the part of the latter It throw's light on the condition 0 / affairs 
during the >\-ar \\llli the Ilolkar and bindhia s altitude towards the 
Hollar 

hROM-N B rUMONSTONL S! CRl T^R^ TO GOVERN 
MLNT 

To-DQWLAT RAO SINDHIA 

fort U iffioni the •K/t April 1805 

I have had the honour to receive jour IligiincHc letter containing a 
detailed statement of the rcprttcnlation winch >our flighncsj is pleased 
to make of the fransaclions o( jour Highness 1 Durbar from the pe lod 
of the commencvmtnt of the war with Jeswanl Rao Holkar until the date 
of thdt letter irdr lint received the )8th of I ebruarj 

\our Highncu* letter was delivered bj Uhagwant Rao voiir Vakeel 
to wliom It was dispatched hj llircarrahs from >our Highnesss Camp and 
>our Vakeel agre^cablj to jour directions proceeded from Bcnarc to 
Calcutta for tlic c:tpreii nnrnose of delivering jour letter This dilatory 
mode of convejing vour lljqhncsss letter prevented its arrival at Calcutta 
until four months after the date which it bean Jl is a subject of surpnze 
and concern that jour Hiplincss should not have adopted the most 
expeditious mode of convejing to me a letter involving such important 
considerations The mode of conveyance which jour Highness adopted 
appears to be inconsistent with a desire to receiving my earlj reply to the 
several points which jou have been pleased to stale A conscious sense of 
the justice and cquitv of the stntenicnls and demands contained in your 
Highness 8 letter would probably have been manifested by a more direct 
and expeditious communication of vour Highness s scntimcnu 

Your Highness has been pleased to stole your convicliori that the 
late Mr Webbe ncgle'ctcd to report to me an account of all the transac 
tions at your Highness s Court and Ihol he never made any communication 
to me ot your reiterated proposals counsel or advice I assure your 
Highness that Mr Webbe rcgularlv communicated to me all the trans- 
actions at your Highness s Court stating fo me the substance of all the 
arguments observations and propositions of your Hlghncfs and your 
Ministers during the various conference* between Mr Webbe vour 
Highncu and your Ministers on subject connected with the slate of public 
affairs Mr Webbe at the same lime reported to me all the replies 
which he returned to the statements and propositions of your High 
ncvs and your Ministers These icplies however your Highness has 
entirely omitted In the narrative which your letter contains of the 
transactions and negotiations at your Highness s Court The in 
accuracy fallacy ana injustice of the statements contained in your 
Highness s letters arc peculiarly remarkable in this extraordinary 
renewal of your claim to the dritricts of Gohud and Gwalior Your High 
ness has stated that claim not only without any reference to the repeated 
discussions of that Question between your Highness vour Ministers and 
Mmor Malcolm but after that question had been completely 
and finally adjusted by formal act of your Highness s Government 
and by your own personal acceptation in public Durbar of the list 
of Treaties confirmed by the 9th article of the Treaty of Peace At 
a conference held on the 20th May 18(M between J^our Highness ■ Chief 
Minuter the late Bappoo WittuI and other pnncipal officers of vour 
C^yernment and the British Resident Mr Webbe accompanied by Major 
Malcolm Bappoo Wittul declared in the most solemn manner on the 
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part of your Highness, that the claim of Gohud and Gwalior had been 
entirely abandoned and the British Resident having expressed a desire to 
be enable to report to me, the final adjustment ot that question Bappoo 
Wittul authorized the Resident m the most unequivocal manner to assure 
me, that the claim had been completely relinquished by your Highness, 
and Bappoo Wittul having reported to your Highness, the declaration 
which he had made to the British Resident in your Highness’s name, 
your Highness not only .verbally assented to that declaration, but 
ratified it in the most public formal and solemn manner, by receiving 
from the hands of the British Resident in your public Durbar, the list of 
Treaties confirmed by the operation of the 9th Article of the Treaty of 
Peace, amongst which treaties is the engagement cqncluded by the British 
Government with the Rajah of Gohud A transaction so public and for- 
mal must be considered to possess all the force and obligation of the most 
solemn Treaty, and inseparable as that is from the due execution of the 
9th Article of the Treaty of Peace, to revive the question relative to the 
"districts of Gohud and Gwalior would invalidate the Treaty of Peace, and 
impair the obligation of every stipulation which it contains 


Under these circumstances it becomes my duty to require that your 
Highness should now distinctly confirm by a written instrument the 
declaration made to the British Resident m your Highness’s name, re- 
lative to your claim to the possession of Gohud and Gwalior, and* that 
you should distinctly declare that your Highness considers your acceptance 
of the list of engagements delivered into your hands by the British Resident 
on the 20th of May 1804 to constitute a formal recognition of those eng^ae- 
ments 1 request that your Highness’s reply to this requisition may be 
immediately communicated to His Excellency Lord Lake at the Head- 
quarters of the British Army m Hmdostan, and that you will be pleased 
under a written instrument transmitted to Lord Lake to declare in plain 
terms, whether your Highness now proposes to dispute the validity of any 
of the Treaties which you have already solemnly recognized, and parti- 
cularly whether you now propose to dispute the validity of the Treaty 
between the British Government and the Rana of Gohud 

Your Highness has signified that you had taken several opportunities 
of sending for Mr Webbe and of personally explaining to him, in the most 
impressive manner the hostile nature of Holkar’s views and the piopnety 
and expediency of frustrating the mischievous effects of Holkar’s projects, 
that the evil Jiad not yet increased to such a magnitude that it might 
not be overcome by common exertion , and now that the British forces 
under the command of His Exce’lency General Lake had arrived near 
.Taipore, it was highly desirable that your whole aimy should be assembled 
for the purpose of co-operating,m the extermination of the enemy, by 
which means that object might be speedily accomplished to the satisfaction 
of both states , but that your Government had sustained heavy losses and 
had experienced the most severe pecuniary embarrassments, and that to 
enable your Highness to collect an Army, money was indispensably neces- 
sary, that without money, it was ’mpossible to ‘assemble an army or to 
prosecute War That as under the oerfect union and identity of interests 
subsisting between the two states, the loss and injurv sustained by one, 
must be considered to be the loss and injury of both If m consideration 
of the embarrassed state of vonr Highness’s finance the Honourable 
Company’s Government would in the actual crisis of affairs grant you 
pecuniary assistance, to the extent which m'ght be reouisite to prosecute 
the War, such would be conformable to the dictates of union and would 
therefore not be misapplied, that if however there should be any hesfia- 
tion pbont affording you •^pch pecuniary aid vqij had requested that if 
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miRht be filvcrt to you on loan v,ithoul interest and the amount be after 
wards deducted from the annual sum of tuenty Incs and fifty thouund 
rupees which Includes the rc\enucs of Pcrgunnahi Dholporc Barrcc and 
other* that >ou were to receive from the Honourable Compan> 

Your Highnesi will recollect that b> the terms of the Defensive 
alliance >our Highness it bound to employ >our utmost exertions lo 
conjunction with the Briliih power in the prosecution of joint war No 
obligation Iiowcvcr ii imposed upon the British power to afford to jour 
Hignnea pccuniarj aid for that purpose The British Government is 
therefore entitled to expect from jour Highness tliat degree of assislaacc 
in the prosecution of the War which the state of jour Government mar 
enable jou to afford bat the grant of pecuniary aid to jour Highneii i* 
cntirclj optional on the part of the British Government It i* unncccs* 
sary to cTamlnc whether vour Highness was rcallj prevented the 
embarrassed condition of jour affairs from affording anj aid in the 
prosecution of the war against Holkar Jf the resources of jour Highness i 
Government were exhausted (o such ti degree as to be Inadequate to the 
supplj of the ordinary expenses of the state^ it was not reasonable to 
expect that the British uo\ ernment should prov idc from its own fundi for so 
enormous a deficiency in jour Highness* resources or in other words, 
that the chartes of the troops in jour Highness s scnice to be employed 
in the prosecution of the War should be borne bj the Companj buch 
however appear* to hive been jour Highness* expectation I must 
assert that jour Highness po«cticd no right founded either upon the 
stipulation of anj Treaty or upon anj principle of justice to warrant an 
expectation that the British Government should replace at its own expense 
all the loss which your Highness had sustained In the war which j'ou had 
waged against the British power "^our Hichnci* will recollect the dis- 
cussions on the subject of pecuniar) aid which ensued after the Resident 
had received m) initruciioni upon shot subject On that occasion your 
Highness t Minister submitted to the Resident t conjidcration four p'ani 
for the co-operation of jour Highness* troop* with those of the British 
Government ^Tirst that jour Highness shoula take the field m person with 
an armj of 25 000 men with a proportion of Infantrv and Artillery the 
total expense of which was computed ct 25 lacks of rupee* per mensem 
Second that jour Highness * Minister Bappoo Withal should proceed 
With a smaller force the expense of which was computed at fifteen Inc* 
of rupee* per mensem Third that the contingent ot troops which your 
Highness is engaged to furnish in the event of Joint war by the terms of 
the defensive alliance and the expense of which was estimated at ten or 
twelve lacs of rupee* per mon*cm should be emplojcd under the command 
of another officer and fourth, that a sinoU body of vour Highness s Troop* 
actually m the province of Malwa should loln and co-operate the British 
detachment under the command of Colonel Murray 

Your Highness 8 Minuter intimated to the Resident that jour High 
nei* was prepared to carrv into effect any one of these -plans of co-oi>crallon 
which the Resident might approve but at the same time distinctly stated 
to the Resident your Highness s expectation that the whole cliarge of 
whatever force* your Highness might bring into the field should be borne 
by the Company 

Your Highness cannot possibly consider such an expectation to be 
reasonable nor can your Highness justly complain of the British Govern 
ment for declining to afford pecuniary aid to the extent of subsidiiing 
your Highness s contingent of troop* which by Treaty you are bound to 
nirn h at your own charge 

Your Highness appears to have considered yourself to be abiolutelv 
mvested with a nght to pecuniary aid under the plea that the sutn of 
twenty lac* and fifty thousand rupees per annum was payable under the 
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Treaty to your Higiinc'^s, or to your Go\crnmcnt This sum must be 
supposed to consi*;! of tlic amount of the stipends assigned to certain 
chieftains connected with \our Highness’s Go\crnmcnt, by the 7th 
Article of {he Tre.itj of Peace and of the nett Revenue collected by the 
British Ofiiccr since the termination of the War from the districts of 
Dholepore, Bniree, etc 

It is m> dut\ to’poim out the mvaliditv of >our Highness’s claim to the 
former of those sums B\ liie e\pre‘«s terms of the Treaty, the faith of the 
British Go\crnment is picdued for the p.i\mcnt of the stipends to the 
amount of sexenteen lac^, including Jaghccrs not to >our Highness, nor 
on account of >our HighncSv''’s Goxernnieni but to the persons respectively 
to whom those stipends arc assigned It is impossible therefore without 
a Molation ot the 'i'reatx of Peace and of the Public faith pledged to those 
Chieftains and other persons of rank, to admit >our Highness’s Claini to 
the pn>mcnt of the imouni of those stipends, as an available resource for 
suppljing the expense of \our Highness’s Government 

I could not therefore haxo consented to gr.int to \our Highness pecuni- 
ar} aid on the sccurii} of the stipends, the .imount of which the British 
GoNcrnment would hue been compelled to disch.irgc, exclusively of the 
sums whicli might be advanced for the service oi vour Highness’s Govern- 
ment I shall have occasion to advert to this subject again in a subsequent 
part of this letter 

I admit and have never denied vour Highness’s claim to the nett 
revenue of Dliolepore, Barrcc and Rajakerra The sum however due on 
that account at tlie period of time to v\lnch >our Highness’s letter refers, 
must have been inconsiderable I shall advert to this subject also in a 
more, detailed manner in another part of this letter 

It u evident from vour Highness’s own statement, that the amount 
of peciiniarv aid which you considered to be sufTuicnt to enable you to 
fulfil the obligation of your engagements, was very considerable, and that 
)Our Highness did not possess on anv ground, wdialcvcr, a claim upon the 
British Government to a sum of monev in any degree proportionate to the 
extent of }our expectation The question of granting or withholding such 
pecuniary aid v\as exclusivclv a question of expediency with reference to the 
interests of the British Government If therefore I had refused to grant 
that aid no complaint on the part of your Highness would have been 
justified < Your Higiincss possessed no right bv treaty to demand such aid 
from the British Government and anv such aid if afforded could merely be 
considered as an act of favour and kindness, but not as a concession of 
right Under the alleged extent of } our Highness’s difficulties and dis- 
tresses, if I had declined to aid you vviih pecuniar} funds, your Highness 
might m that case have been exempted from the imputation of an inten- 
tional failure in the duties of the alliance, but you would not therefore 
hav'c been entitled to claim pecuniary aid as a matter of right from the 
British Government 

The British Resident hovvev'cr under 'my express authority repeatedly 
offered to assist the exigencies of your Highness’s Gov'^ernment to a certain 
extent, provided any satisfactory^ assurance were afforded of the attainment 
of the object of such pecuniar}’’ aid in the due prosecution of wai against the 
enemy 

Your Highness has thought proper to comprize in your letter a detailed 
narrative of the proceedings of Bappooiee Sinlia and Sadashiv Rao, accord- 
ing to the reports conveyed to you by your Higliness’s servants It is 
unnecessary to investigate the accuracy of every part of that detail, since 
your Highness admits the most material part of the case, the open defec- 
tion of those Chieftains and their public junction with the enemv Your 
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Hitjhncn ntcribcs their defection to the want of fciourccs for the payment 
of their troop* and oticrli that their junction with the cncm> wa* in 
voluntary and the um\oidable conicqucncc of the drcumitnnccf in which 
they were placed llic defect of pecuniary rciourcc* mlchl perhaps 
be urged m justification of the inacti\ii> of the force under the command 
of tliuse othcen in the pronioiton t>f the common cause, but the actual 
junction of that force with the 1 nem^ s arm> and Uic actiMt> and tea' 
maniicsted b) those ofTiccrs in the cnem> i cause must be ascribed to 
other moine* and cannot be justified b> their alleged want of means for 
th pjjnient ot (heir troops Pins sentiment is conlirmcd b> the iuh> 
sequent conduct of thon. persons who base continued to be among the 
most e dous ind acti\c partizans of Jeswant Rao Holkar The obsenn 
tions which ln\e been stated on the general subject of affording to >our 
Highncu pecuniary aid to enable >out armies to co-operate with the 
Riitish roops arc cquall) applicable to Happoojee Sindia s alleged 
acmands ol pe-cuniary aid from llis 1 xccHcno the Commander in Chief 
and from Colonel hfonioii of which demands however >our Highnt^ssi 
letter has convened to me tlic first intimation 

It cannot possibly be mainiamcd that the British Government was 
engaged to supply Bjppoojcc Sindia and Sadasinv Rao with funds for the 
payment of their troops and your Highness evidently means by the 
narrative of the proceeding of those officers merely to justify their con 
duct in joining the tncinv "^oiir Highness can icarcciv expect me to 
assent to a perverted principfe of public faith which woula sanction the 
most flagrant trcachcn ind dc'scriion of allies and dependants inxivery 
case of pecuniary difficulty or distress 

I shall now proceed to reply separately to the several article* stated m 
your Highncii* letter 

The First Article relate* to your Highness* alleged claim to the dit 
tncti of Gohud and Gwalior 

I have adverted in a preceding part of this letter to the impropriety 
of your IJighncsis rchcwal of a claim which has been renounced bv your 
Highness in the most formal and solcmrr manner, in presence of the late 
Mr Webbe and of Major Malcolm, and I have acemed it necessary to 
request your Highness* direct corvlirrantion of your own act After the 
ample dircusiions upon the subJ<r^of Gohud and Gwalior between Majo- 
Malcolm and your Highness a minister* and after sour Highness* 
solemn and public renunciation of tlic claim to those districts confirmed 
by your formal and public acknowledgment of the validity of the Treaty 
subsisting between the company- and the Rana of Gohud I ednnot consent 
to receive from your Hignncfs any application in the subject of those 
districts resting on the ground of your alleged right to the nossejsion of 
them I deem it ncccssirv however to explain to your Highness the 
fall cy of the statement upon that subject contained in your Highness s 
letter 

You hove stated that after the conclusion of the two treaties Hi* 
Excellency General Lake gave the countries of Gohud and Gwalior to- 
gether with the fort of the latter to the people of the Rana of Gohud 
That the countries of Gohud and Gwalior have for a long period of time 
been annexed to your Highness s temtorv That ot the time of the con 
elusion of the peace your Highncn delivered to the Hon ble Major 
General Wdllcsley a stotemenf under vour own seal and signature of all 
the countries and forts bi Hindostan which you had cedc^ together with a 
memorandum of their names and annual value That in that statement 
however the names of the countnes of Gohud and Gwalior with the fort 
of he latter were not inserted, Thgt Highneji had ceded lho*fl 
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countries, their names also would unquestionably have appeared in that 
statement, and that therefore the delivery of that territory and fort to the 
people of the Rana of Gohud and their occupation of them was in direct 
violation of the Treaty of Peace 

The question respecting Gohud and Gwalior has no connection 
whatever with the schedule of cessions annexed to the Treaty of Peace 

Those districts, which formerly belonged to the family of the Rana 
of Gohud, were assigned to that Chieftain by an engagement conti acted by 
the British Government with the Raja of Gohud before the conclusion of 
the Ircaty of Peace and that engagement was confirmed by the operation 
of the 9th Article of the Treaty of Peace, which stipulates that certain trea- 
ties having been made by the British Government with Rajas and others 
heretofore feudatories of the Maharaja Ah Jah Dowlat Rao Sindia, those 
treaties are to be confirmed, and that the Maharaja renounces all claims 
upon the persons with whom such treaties have beem made and declares 
them to be independant of His Government and authority 

This circumstance has been totally overlooked by your Highness 
althougli the question of the eventual alienation of the question of the 
territorj ot the Rana of Gohud by the operation of the 9th Article 
of the Ireaty of Peace, was a subject of repeated discussion between the 
Hon’ble Major General Wellesley and your Vakeels at their conferences 
previously to the conclusion of the Peace, and althougn Major General 
Wellesley distinctly apprized your vakeels in the course of those con- 
ferences that the territories of the Rana of Gohud, which always including 
the bort and district of Gwalior, might be alienated by the operation of 
the 9th Article of the Treaty 

Your Highness has stated under the 2nd head, that among the seven 
Rajas named in the copy of the Treaty transmitted to youi Highness by 
me, the name of the Raja of Jodhporc is inserted which you were not pre- 
pared to expect, since the Raja of Jodhporc had during the last fifty or 
sixty years stood in a Tributary relation to your Highness and the greatest 
exertions were employed to enforce the payment of the Tribute from the 
country by your Highness’s ancestors who fought apd bled in the prosecu- 
tion of that object That it was not proper tiierefore to connect the name 
of the Raja of Jodhpore with the other six Rajas, alluded to 

The name of the Raja oP Jodhpore was inserted in the list of treaties, 
because previouslv to the termination of the war, an engagement was con- 
cluded with that Chieftain by His Excellency the Commander in Chief and 
by the 9th Article of the Treaty of Peace fill engagements concluded by the 
British Government with Rajas and others, feudatories of your Highness, 
are acknowledged and confirmed The Raja of Jodhpore however having 
subsequently refused to receive that engagement, ratified by the Bntish 
Government, the alliance became dissolved This circumstance was 
stated to the late Mr Webbe, but by some error, or by the miscarriage, of 
the letter to Mr Webbe it appears that the name of the Raja of Jodhpore 
has not been expunged from the fist of tributaries The British Govern- 
ment has no intention to interfere m any manner between your Highnesst 
and the Raja of Jodhpore The name of the Raja of Jodhpore may there- 
fore be expunged from the list of Treaties, and your Highness will act 
according to your pleasure towards that Raja " 

Under the Srd head, your Highness had adverted to the affair of the 
d5 lac^ of rupees on account of the territory m the Hindostan which your 
Tiighness observes according to the provisions of Treaty is payable annua I- 
dy to your Highness and which the British Resident engaged should be paid 
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Jn throu initalmcnti In the >car Your Hijjhncii obicrvci that at the 
perud for the payment of each instalment Mr Webbe brings forward 
vanous objections of a nature hlghl> improper and unbecoming 

I have obiched in a former part of this letter tliat by the cTprcsi terras 
of the Trcnl> the faith of the- British Goxernment is pledged for the pav 
ment of tlic pensions not to jour Highness nor on account of >our High 
nests Government but to the persons rcipccti%el> to v.hom these pen 
lions arc assigned "^our Highness honcrer still dcri\es the benefit of 
thokc punitoni becaui^c b> the grant of such allowances >our Highness s 
resources are rclic\cd from the b&rdcn of proMding for the persons to 
whom the pensions ha\c been granted This question was amply discussed 
and completely adjusted iretween your Highness s Minister and Major 
Malcolm prcMouily to the pas mem o! llic first instalment of 5 lacks of 
rupees and this construction of the stipulation of llic Treaty regarding 

G cnsions was stated by the late Mr Webbe to youi* Highness s Minister 
appoo Withal at the conference to which I ha\c adverted in a fo mcr 
part of this letter and was unequivocally admitted by that Minister fhe 
pcneions also Invc nctuallv been paid according to that rule 

\Qur Highness s assertion that at the period for the payment of each 
instalment Mr Webbe brings fonvard vanous obje*ctions must certainly 
be founded in error and misinformation agreeably to the order of payment 
established bv the Resident Major Malcolm the firtl instalment was not 
pavabic until tlic lit of May 1801 It was paid howeve by Major Malcolm 
bctorc the close of the month of february 1804 more than two months 
before It was due The next instalment was not due until the Isi of 
beptember 1804 but it was paid by the late Mr Webbe Id the month of 
July 1804 and the 18th of October therefore the date of your Highneu i 
letter It IS a positive fact that no mttalmcnt was due 

"^ouf Highness cannot fad to observe the danger to which your dignity 
and honour arc exposed by such unfounded charges of violation of Treaty 
preferred m your name against the British Government 1 trust that your 
Highness will exercise your authority in preventing your ministers end 
servants from such obusc of your name Your Highnc« wdl remark that 
undci this head a charge is preferred against the British Government of 
failure in the payment of the stipulated pennons under the Treaty of Peace 
at a moment when those pensions had actually been paid in advance The 
expression in your Highncus letter implies that at the date of that letter 
the period for the payment of on mitalment of the pensions had occurred 
more thin once during Mr Webbe • Residence at your Highness s Gjurt 
Whereas Mr Webbe did not arrive at Burhanpore until the 12lh of May 
11 days after the first instalment became due and two months and a half 
after it had been paii The second instalment was paid by Mr Webbe 
more than a month before it was due The 3rd instalment was not due 
until the lit of January 1835 more than two months and a half after the 
date of your Highness s letter It appears therefore that during ihe whole 
course of Mr Webbe s Residence at your Highness i Court onlv one 
instalment was payable by that gentleman and that far from having object^ 
to the payment of it as your Highness t letter states Mr Webbe discharged 
the amount long before it became doe 

If your Highness refers to Mr Webbe i objections to the payment of 
the pensions into your Hi^ness s treasury instead of the stipulated pay 
menti to the Pensioners the answer to that point has b«n already stated 

Your Highness proceeds to state under the 4th head that the pergunnahs 
of Dbolepore Bam and Raja Kerra the Jumma of which is five and half 
lacs of rupees per annum were assigned to your Highness by the provisions 
of the Treaty That those pergunnahs have not yet been delivered up to 
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you, nor has the amount of the collections from the date of the treaty been 
paid to Your Highness, that no intention appeared of delivering them to 
you, nor in the e^cnt of their being retained has Mr Webbes seemed 
inclination to rcccnc the annual pajment of the Jumma, but has clearly 
c\adcd that point 

Your Highness has never dispatched any person properly authorized to 
rcceuc charge of these pergiinnahs You cannot therefore consider their 
continuance in the occupation of the Company to be a just ground ot com- 
plaint With reference to the oper.itions of the War against Holkar, the 
surrender of those pergunnahs .n the present time would be extremely 
inconvenient At the termination of hostilities they shall be delivered over 
to the person vhom joii may appoint or if vour Highness should prefer it, 
the British Go\ernment will accept the farm of those pergunnahs at an 
equitable rent, wlwcli shall he rcgulnrlv paid .nto >our Highness’s Treasury 
The extraordinary and suspicious occurrences at your Highness’s court nave 
retarded the paj mention account of the net collections, from those 
pergunnahs Or ’ers ho\\e\cr have been issued to the British Representa 
tive for the amount due on an inspection of accounts, and an arrangement 
shall be adopted for the regul.ir payment of the collections to your 
Highness until the pergunnahs sliall have been deincred over to your 
Highness’s ofheer, if \ou should not ultimately prefer to let them inform 
to the Company 

Your Highness has stated a claim to the collections from Chamar- 
ko'onda, Gaumgaon, Dahood, Pawangur and in Mohauls from the date of 
the Treaty of Peace until the date of the restitution of those places Of 
this claim I had nc\cr been apprized until I received your Highness’s letter 
Whatever collections ma\ Iiave been really from those places within the 
specified period of time will of course, when ascertained, be paid to your 
Highness and instructions will be issued directing an investigation of that 
subject by the Government of Bombay when the accounts shall be adjusted 
The British Resident at your Highness’s Durbar will be directed to pay the 
amount into your Highness’s Treasury 

In the 6th Article vour Highness' being prohibited by the terms of the 
Treaty of Peace from stationing troops in the pergunnah of Chunar, 
Roonda, Jaumgaon, etc . those pergunnahs had been destroyed by the 
violence of turbulent people and by the Bheels and that the British Officers 
refused to employ troops for the suppression of those disturbances 

The British Governmect,t is not required by the .Treaty of Peace to 
suppress disturbances in those pergunnahs, or to protect them from the 
incursions of robbers With a view however to manifest my disposition to 
conform to your Highness’s wishes, I will direct the British Officers to pay 
particular attention to the preservation of good order within those districts 

In the 7th Article your Highness adverts to the delay which has occurred 
in relinquishing the Jagheers in Hindostan, amounting to 2 lacks of rupees 
per annum which by the Treaty of Peace are to revert to certain of your 
Highness’s chiefs and Relation> On application to His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief the Civil Officers of the British Government within 
whose lurisdiction the Jagheers are situated will be vested with authority to 
surrender them either to the Grantors or to such persons as shall produce 
the sunnuds, which were granted to the several Jagheerdars by Maj'or 
'Malcolm, together with a sufficient authority for receiving charge of the 
Jagheers on the part of the proprietors 

I have not heafd that any application has been made to the British 
Officers on the part of those Jagheerdars The Jagheerdars will of course be 
entitled to receive from the British Government whatever has been received 
by that Government from the Jagheer lands, since the date of the Treaty of 
^eace 
n 
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Your Highncis procccdi to stale under tlic 8th head that in the lecoad 
Treat) it »t pros Idea that m consideration of the union cttabliihcd between 
the tvvo states the Ofliccn of the Comfviny i troops ^il! attend to the 
protection of >our Highness i tcmtorics in the same manner as to the 
protection of the Company 8 But that notwitlistandinc Colonel Murrays 
coming to U)lam Jeiv.ant Rno Uolkar inxcstcd the fort of Mundsoor du Ing 
full tv.o months and plundered and laid waste the whole of that district in 
eluding the town and that in tlic same manner while Colonel Murray was at 
Ujjaln Mccr Khan tlic Afghan a parlizan of Jeswant Rio Holkar in\cs(cd 
the fortress of Rhclsa and plundered the whole of that district and the town 
and Fort winch ho captured and >ct no assiitancc or protection was 
afforded b> the Colonel 

It Is true that the Treat) of defensne alliance contains the stipulation 
to which >our Highness refers and that stipulation is reciprocal When 
the permanent iccurlt) and tnnqulUit) of both itati^ arc menaced by the 
violence and aggression of in txtcrnol cncm> thc> an. to combine their 
efforts for the destruction of the cnem) and each state will have fulfilled 
the obligation of the dcfcniiic alliance m the degree in which iti exertions 
have contributed to tbit end 

In the prosecution of the War It must" be uxpeclcd that the enemy will 
occasional!) gam opportunities of rasagmg the tcmtorics of the allied 
states The obligations of the defonsixc alliance being reciprocal the 
British Go\cmmcnl might with equal justice ascribe to your Highness a 
violation of the Treat) of Dcfcnsisc alliance because >onr Highness afford 
cd no protection to the British Itrritorlcs igainsi the incursions of the 
enemy 

An appeal to the cNidcncc of facts howc\cr will mainfcst the degree in 
which either state has fulfilled the obligations of the Defensive alliincc 
By the valor actiMty and skill of the British Armies Jeswant Rao Holkar 
has been dcpriscd ot nearl> all his territorial poiicisioni a part of which 
including the capital city of Indore was delivered over to your Highness s 
Officers The whole of his force has been repeatedly defeated and nearly 
destroyed with the loss of all the artiUcr) and he has been deprned of ^wery 
resource but that which he derives from the feeble and precarious aid of 
the Raja of Bhurtporc Has your Highness according to the provisions 
of Treaty contributed in an> degree to these \ictorics? On the contraly 
has not the conduct of vour Highness and of \‘t>ur Officers aided the cause 
of the enemy against the oower b) which those \ictorics have been achiev 
cd a^d with which your Highness was pledged to coM^perate’ 

Your Highness has auerted (hat pccumary difficulties hive presented 
your exertions in the prbiccution of the war and occasioned the junction 
of a large piortion of \our Highness t troops with the enemy s force 

Admitting the justice of this assertion can >our Highness justly claim 
m your own favour the operation of In engagement the obligation* of 
which you admit your inability to fulfil? The British Government however 
adopted every practicable measure for the protection of jour Highness i 
temjory and your capital of Ujjain was actually protected from plunder by 
the advanrc of the British Troops at your Highnc^ s desire under the com 
mand of (^lonel Murray If ) our Highness b Officers at Ujnin had joined 
Colonel Murray with their troops and employed their CTertioni in sunplv 
ihg the cQuipmenti of the British force it might have been nmcticable to 
have protected Mundasoor or Bbelia But far from obtaining any aid 
from your Highncsi.i officers Colonel Murray experienced every specie* 
of counteraction Your Highness cannot ba\e forgotten the mc«rondnct of 
your officers at Ujjain was a tonstaut lubjcct of rtmonitranc* with the late 
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Mr Webbe, and your Highness in possession of several memorials on that 
subject, delivered to you by Mr Webbe The British Resident repeatedly 
and urgently advised your Highness to proceed to your capital for the pur- 
pose of arranging the aSairs of your Government of restoring vigor and 
efficiency to your administration, and of ehablmg your Highness to fulfil 
the obligation of the defensive alliance by seizing the possessions of the 
enemy in Malwa and by co-operating with the British Force and Colonel 
Murray But your Highness in violation of your repeated promises and 
of your defensive engagements directed your march towards Hoshangabad 
In further violation of those engagements your" Highness entered into a 
negotiation with the Raja of Berar, without communicating the nature of it 
to the British Government and in violation of the Treaty of Peace, your 
Highness permitted the accredited Vakeel of Jeswant Rao Holkar to remain 
in your Camp and permitted the person who assumed the general manage 
ment of your affairs to maintain a constant and clandestine intercourse with 
him These observations constitute a sufficient reply to the charge of a 
violation of the Treaty of Defensive alliance which your Highness has 
adopted against the British Government. 

On every occasion when the Resident urged your Highness to proceed 
to Ujjain foi the purpose of restoring the vigor of your Government, of 
reviving the efficiency of your declining resource and of co-operating with 
the British troops in the prosecution of the War, your Highness uniforiPly 
asserted your inability to proceed for want of funds to pay your troops, and 
in your Highness’s letter you have ascribed your detention at Burhanpore 
to the same cause Your Highness however states in the same letter that 
you had been enabled by loans to provide necessaries for your march, and 
for collecting your troops, that you had accordingly marched from Burhan- 
oore, that you had written to all the officers of your troops to join you 
from every quarter, and that it was your intention to raise new troops 

It IS evident therefore that your Highness never intended to comply ^ 
with the suggestion of the Resident on the subject of your return to Ujjain, 
for your Highness assigned the deficiency of your Funds as the only cause 
which prevented your return to Ujjain an conformity to the Resident’s 
advice, and when your Highness, according to your own declaration had 
obtained Funds, you marched in a different direction," and afforded to the 
Resident no explanation of the nature of your designs Under these 
circumstances it is evident that your Highness never entertained the design 
of proceeding to Ujjain or co-operating with the British troops m the 
prosecution of the War , with what degree of justice therefore can your 
Highness complain of the conduct of the British Government in with- 
holding the pecuniary aid which you solicited, until adequate security had 
been obtained for the due application of those funds to the common cause 
of the Allies instead of perverting the aid furnished by the allies to the cause 
of the enemy Your Highness has stated m your letter that it was your 
determined resolution, after having collected a numerous Army consiitmg 
both of old troops and new levies to proceed to chastize the enemy, and 
your Highness adds how can I be content to see a territory which for a 
long time has been m my possession and m the conquest of which crores 
of rupees have been expended and great battles had been fought, in the 
possession of another, and that it is no difficult matter to wrest the territory 
from the hands of the enemy I am unable to comprehend your Highness’s 
meanmg in the passage above quoted The enemy has not at any state of 
the war been able to effect the conquest of a single district and whenever ^ 
the British troops have approached, the enemy has sought his safety in 
a precipitate flight and although subsequently to the date of your High- 
ness’s letter, you have received constant reports of the repeated defeats of 
the enemy by the British Troops, your Highness has continued to augment 
your forces and to advance into Hindostan These measures therefore 
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mint be aicribed to objccti entirely different from thoic which your High 
nc« had declared Before 1 conclude thi» letter I deem it nccciwry to 
•talc the leading facti of your Hlghncw • proccedln^is and those of your 
Highness i olTiccn under the Treity of Defensive alliance 

1 After >our Highncu s repeated and solemn assurances to the Rcsid 
cni of >our intention to return to >t>ur Capital for the purpose of co-operat 
mg with the British Government in the prosecution oi the War, your 
Highness without affording nn> c^lanation to the British Resident 
directed your March towards the temtory of Bhopal in positive violation 
of >our personal promise rcpeatcdl) made to the British Resident 

2 Nolwithstandln/l the repeated remonstrances of the Resident on the 
impropnct) of permitting the continuance of the Cncn\> s Vakeel In >our 
Highness 8 Camp the Vakeel was permitted to rpmain and to accompany 
^our march and with Jour Highne»s» knowledge the *pcrson to whose 
charge >ou committed the executive administration of vour affairs 
maintained a constant and clandestine intercourse with that Vakeel of the 
enemy 

3 The OfTicen of >our Highness s Government at Ujjaln instead of 
joining Colonel Murra) with on) part of the trooiH stationed at that capital 
or affording to Colonel Murfa> on} aid whatever in his preparations for 
the field counteracted the measures of that officer and opposed every degree 
of difficult) to hii exertions m completing the equipments of the Array 
under lus command 

4 Two of your Highness s Military Commanders with the Troops 
under their command, who were appointed to coHjperate with the British 
forces m Hindostan deserted to the enemy and have acted with the enemy 
during the whole war 

5 Your Highness has opcnl> justified the conduct of those officers m 
deserting to the enemy on the plea that the British Commanders refused to 
advance money for the payment of the troops which your Highness was 
bound by the Treaty to furnish at your own charge thereby maintaining a 
pnncipic inconsistent with the spirit of the treaties of peace and of defensive 
alliance 

6 Your Highness has withdrawn your troops from thoso distncts 
which had been conquered from the enemy b> the British forces and lur 
rendered to your Highness s officers thereby restoring to the enemy a part 
of his resources of which he had been deprived by the exertions ol the 
British Troops and of which the benefit had been exclusively transferred to 
your Highness 

7 Your Highness has conducted a secret negotiation with the Raja 
of Berar without affording to the British Resident any explanation of the 
nature and object of it thereby violating an express stipulation of the 
Treaty of Defensive Alliance 

8 Your Highness has violated the Territory of Hii Highness the 
Pethwa the Ally of the British Government by invading and plundering 
the District ot Saugor by destroying the ^ty and besieging the fort aijtf by 
exacting a contribution from that place by force of arms 

9 Notwithstanding your Highness s repeated and most solemn 
assurance* to the Bntith Resident of your intention to procc^ to the 
Capital of your dominions your Highness has marched with a large Array 
to Narwa on the frontier of the temtory of an Ally of the British Govern 
ment 
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10 Your Highness has continued to augment your Army by collect- 
ing your troops from all quarters by new levies and by the accession of a 
numerous train of artillery, although your Highness professed an utter 
inability to supply funds for the payment of your army, previously to its 
augmentation, and although the declared object of those measures tiad 
ceased to exist Thereby justifying a suspicion, that your Highness’s views 
were directed rather against the British Government or its allies than 
against the common enemy 

11 Your Highness has suffered the late flagrant outrages against the 
person and property of the British Representative and his suite, committed 
by persons in your Highness’s service and within the limits of your High- 
ness’s Camp, to pass unnoticed and unatoned, without any endeavoures to 
discover and punish the offenders, and without any effectual measures for 
recovering the plundered property or any declared intention of repaying 
the amount without offering a public apology or addressing to me any 
excuse to palliate an outrage so atrocious against the sacred character of 
the Representative of the British Government residing at your Highness’s 
Court and without any endeavour to alleviate the personal distress of the 
British representative, either by contributing to his accommodation or by 
any acts of kindness or hospitality 

12 Your Highness has revived your claims to the districts of Gohud 
and Gwalior alienafed from your Highness’s dominion by the operation of 
an article of the Treaty of Peace, after a minute and deliberate 'discussion 
upon that subject with your Highneii^’s Government and after the most 
solemn and public renunciation of that claim on the part of your 
Highness, in presence of the British Resident at your Highness’s Court, 
and after having publicly accepted and confirmed the list of treaties by one 

of which this alienation was declared 

0 

13 The General conduct of your Highness's Government and special- 
ly the augmentation of your Highness’s force and your march to Narwa 
have encouraged the enemy to expect your Highness’s support which ex- 
pectation the enemy has made a public boast, and a general opinion exists 
in Hindustan and the Deccan that your Highness has resolved to unite 
your forces with the remains of the enemy’s power in a contest against the 
British Government, your friend and ally 

By all these acts your Highness has manifestly violated not only the 
obligations of the treaty of defensive alliance, but also of the Treaty of 
Peace 

Your Highness cannot have forgotten the reduced state of your power 
at the time when the generosity and clemency of the British Government 
granted to your Highness, in the last extremity of ruined fortune and in 
the most abject condition of defeat and distress the liberal peace which you 
employed, after having vainly endeavoured by a war of aggression in con- 
federacy with another state, to disturb the foundations of the British 
Empire in India 

Your Highness must be sensible that you were indebted at that moment 
for your existence as a state, if not for your life exclusively, to the 
mercy of the British power, which after an uninterrupted and rapid su«.ces- 
sion of the most glorious victories over your Highness’s armies, after the 
conquest of the greatest part of your former dominions m the hour of 
triumph, granted to you Terms of Peace, by which a considerable portion 
of the territories conquered by the British Armies was restored to your 
dominions and you were again recognized amongst the independent states 
of India and placed in a condition of dignity and honour under every 
circumstance calculated to alleviate your feelings to restore the tranquillity 
of your mind, and to revive the order and efficiency of your Government. 
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After the concluiion of peace jour Iliphncu lolicttcd the protection 
of the Bntiili Power ngalnsl tlip manifest dciiRn* of Jetwant Kao Holkar, 
which menaced entire ruin to >our stale The British Government content 
cd to ndord >ou that protection and to jjuanntcc >our Hifihncss In the 
secure and tranquil ponctsion of nil the riftht and privilctct of an mdepen 
dent power and vour Hifllincts now it indebted for >our perfect security 
against Holkar and for the means of protecting vour own temtory and of 
occup>ing that of tiic cnem) to the exertions of the Kntisii Armies opposed 
to Holkar 1 forces ilie return which >our Highness has thought proper 
to make for this unmerited liberaliK on the part of the British Govern 
ment is suHicicnt]) explained in the fetter and now public In every region 
of Hindustan and tlie Deccan where the ruuir of llic hie war the terms 
of the peace and >our Highness s conduct towards the Unliih Power arc 
full} known and well understood Itut the British Government it still 
disposed to view with indulgence even the recent nets of your Highness s 
Ck}unsels I am still disposed to maintain the relations of amity and peace 
with >our Highness and to continue to preserve the provisions of the 
treaties of peace and defensive alliance provided vntir Highness shall adopt 
a conne of proceeding suitable to the spirit of those engagements In the 
meanwhile the British Resident ts directed to tatisfv such parts of >our 
Highness s representations as appear to be proper and compatible with the 
foundation of the alliance unless )Our Highness s conduct shall have pre* 
eluded all hopes of amitv and peace 

I most anxious!) dcpncatc such an event being iinccrcl) solicitous not 
only to maintain peace with vour Highness but to fulfil cvcr> duty of 
friendship and to promote the prosocnly to >our Highnew i affairt ^nd 
the ttabilit) of your Government But if in the event of failure of mv 
efforts to restore the relation of aroii> >our Highness shall fxi compelled to 
renew the war every exertion of the British Arms shall agaip be employed 
in c\cr> quarter of India ferr the necessary and solitary purpose of imposing 
a restraint upon the \ lolcncc trcachcrv and ombition of the state whose 
perverted counsels have manifested an utter contempt of every obligation 
of Justice, fnith, gralitudc and honour 

A true copy 

N B EDMONSTONE 
becrctary to Government 

Letter No 12 — Representation of Dowlat Rao SIndhIa to His Excellency 
the Governor General explaining the arcumstances that forced one 
of his armies to join Holkar after the defeat of Colonel Monson by 
the Holkar and pleads for a loan He complains against the con- 
duct of Mr the British Resident at his Court and the 

indifference of tlie British Commanders to his requests for aid 
against the depredations of Ameer Khan and the attack ot Holkar 
on Maudrev He draws the attention of the Governor General to 
the violations of other terms of the Treaty lately concluded with 
him His complaints reveal lack of faith and sincerity on the part 
of the British In their dealings with the SIndhIa He also sent a 
leftef of complaint to Major General Wellesley which is printed 
here It is In reply to these letters that Edmonslone wrote 
letter No 11 that precedes this 
From-N B EDMONSTONE 
To-M ELPHINSTONE 

] ort Willuim dated Sth April 1805 
I om directed by Hie Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General 
to transmit to you for vour information the enclosed tnmilationa of • 
letter from Dowlat Rao Smdia to the Governor General and of one from 
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that Chieftain to the address of Major General the Honourable Sir Anthur 
Wellesley, together with translation ot a memorandum m the Hindi langu- 
age of points stated by Sindia not to have been adjusted by Mr Webbe, m 
conformity to Treaty, which was tiansmitted in a letter from Dowlat Rao 
Sindia’s Vakeel Bhag^vant Rao 

2 I am likewise directed to transmit to you, the enclosed copies of a 
letter addressed by the Governor-General to Dowlat Rao Smdia, in reply 
to the letter from that Chieftain to His Excellency 

3 It IS proper, that you should be apprized that the letter to Dowlat 
Rao Sindia has not yet been prepared in the Persian language, it will how- 
ever be prepared and transmitted for deliverv to that Chieftain with the 
least practicable delay 


From— MAHARAJA DOWLAT RAO SINDIA 

Received lOth February 1805 

May prosperity and happiness attend your Excellency through life 

Although the relations of harmony and friendship had long subsisted 
between the two states, they were confirmed last year by the conclusion of 
two Treaties through the Honourable Major General Wellesley and Major 
John Malcolm, but more especially by the second Treaty whereby a defen- 
sive alliance having been formed with the Company the interests of the 
two states were completely identified In the spirit of that uhion, the^ 
prosperity of the garden of jEriendship has formed the object of my ^xtous 
solicitude, accordingly when I saw and knew the hostile disposition of 
Jeswant Rao Holkar which has been anticipated by both states after the 
first conclusion of the Treaty of alliance, I repeatedly communicated to 
the Honourable Major General Wellesley, to Major John Malcolm, and to 
Mr Webbe verbally through Baboo Vithal Punt and Moonshee Kavil 
Nyne, propositions calculated to avert the evil effect of his hostility and 
I took sev’^eral opportunities of sending for Mr Webbe and of personally 
explaining to him m the most impressive -manner the hostile nature of 
Holkar’s views, and the propriety and expediency of frustrating the mis- 
chievous effects of them , that the evil had not yet increased to ,such a mag 
nitude that it might not be overcome by common exertion and now, that the 
British Forces under the command of His Excellency General Lake had 
arrived near Jaipore, it was highly desirable that my whole army should 
be assembled for the purpose of co-operating in the extermination of the 
enemy by which means that object might be speedily accomplished to the 
• satisfaction of both states but that m these times of trouble and confusion 
my Government had sustained heaiy losses and had experienced the most 
severe pecuniary embarrassment and that to enable me to collect an army, 
money was indispensibly necessary, that without money it was impossible 
to assemble an Armv or to prosecute war, that as under the perfect union 
and- identity of interests now subsisting between the two states the loss 
and injury sustained by one must be considered to be the loss and injury 
of both, if m consideration of the embarrassed state of my finances the 
Hon’ble Company’s Government would m the present crisis of affairs grant 
in pecuniary assistance to the extent which might be requisite to, prosecute 
the war, such assistance would be conformable to the di^jtates of that union, 
and would therefore not be misapplied, that if however there should be 
any hesitation about affording me such pecuniary aid I requested that it 
might be given to me on loan without interest, anH the amount be after- 
wards deducted from the annual sum of twenty facs and fifty thousand rupee? 
(which includes the revenues of Pergunnah Dholepore, Bare and others) 
that I aip to receive from the Jion’bte Company 
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J4r Wcbbo replied b> «a)lnR that be rsould refer the queilipn Ip )our 
Exccilcno I dcciilon nneJ act according?!) Concci\inB tniB iionctt 

counicl ^ould meet with >our I xctUtno • entire npprohiiion I \notc !o 
the scNcral Commanding Ofiiccri to -iftscmblL the troop* at the diUcrent 
Btationi, under the luppoiition that thc% might he couipped and prepared 
for lerMcc b> the time of the receipt of ><»ur rxctltcnc> % nnnvcr to the 
reference made to >our rxcc!lcnc> b> Mr Webbe nnd he rcad> to march 
at a moment i notice I alio diipatchcd order* to BabooiLC Sindh and 
to Sadaihi\ Rao to proceed with a force conshtlnc of ilx or fccicn Battalion* 
of lofantry and of ten tlioucand hor*c to join Ifi* rxcclicncy General 
F^kc Accordinnl> thorc ofTiccr* nolwitnilanding the extreme diitrcii 
of the troop* unacr their command for Ihcir pai In obedience to my 
order* and m the hope that when thc\ ihould c/Tcct a Junction with the 
British Arm\ Hi* nxcclicnej* General I-akc in consequence of the union 
and perfect idcntil> of interest* between the two state* would not fail to 
relieve their cxu’cncic* let out for Kolah without a moment of delay and 
when by several successful marchc* lhc> had arrived near Kotah those 
oiheer* dispatched letter* to Hi* rxcclicncy General Lake informing the 
General that m obedience to the command* of their master, they had 
nmved With a bod> of troop* In the \iclnU> of KoUih. and expected 
tpceddi to lom the General Ttic Commander m Clucf however replied 
that their icnicc* immcdiatclj with him were unnccc<tar> nnd desired 
them to ]om Colonel Monion and Mr Duncan who had advanced with a 
Detachment to oppose Holknr Tlici accordineb repaired with their 
whole force to Colonel Klonion and Mr Duncan to whom the) reprwented 
the dlitrcMcd state of the troop* on account of their pay and requested 
*nmc ollowancc to be made for their •ubililcncc ainiring the Colonel that 
if the necessary relief were afforded to the troop* the) would mandiat Jthc 
utmost leal and alacrity In the impending contcit and continue in perfect 
obedience to HI* authont) but tne Colonel diitinctl) answered that he 
could afford them no pecuniar) atiiitance whatc\cf and referred thorn to 
General Lake HaMng no oltcmMUc Baboojee Sindia and Sidashlv Rao 
wrote to Hu excellency General Lake a second time when the General in 
reply dcJircd them to return to Unam M> officer* rccciiod thii com 
munlcalion from Hu Fxccllcncy with surpnie and aitoniihmcnl nnd not 
conceiiing it proper to retire to Ujjain without m> i>crmimon reported 
theie circumstance* to me I immodiatcK sent a \crbal mcsiage to 
Mr Wcbbo on the subject who *aid that 1 muit do a* H » Fxccllcncy 
General Lake had deiired An Inlonal of upward* of a month having now 
elapted without rccciMng my answer to their reference Raboojee Slndia 
found that he could no longer *u»tam hi* troop* without advancing them 
copio money and was absolutely compelled to dupatch Sadashiv Rao with 
the whole bodv of horse and yifantry m different direction* to seek a 
tubiiitenccj Babooiee Sin'^ia himiclf remaining with three thousand hor*c 
lightly equipped with Colonel Mon*on in expectation of receiving an 
answer from me to hi* letter About thu time an action took place with 
Jeewant Rao Holkar when Colonel Monion sent a \erbal message to 
Babooiee Sindia deiiring Sindia to leovc hii baggage nnd Camp follower* 
^ith the baggage etc of the British Troop* and joining Mr Duncan with 
hu Cavalry advance to oppose Holkar Colonel Monion with the infantry 
however remained behind Baboojec Sindia acted conformably to Colonel 
Monion s desire and advanced with Mr Duncan with the Cavalry cn 
countered the eneiyy and notwithstanding the immen*e superiority of the 
«emy in number opposed the utmost resistance In their power at length 
however the combined armies of the two states were repulted The loss 
lustatnTO by Baboojee Sindia in killed and wound^ amounted to seven 
hundred horse and much plunder wa» also committed Colonel Monson 
without bearing any share In the action affected hu retreat in the utmo** 
confusion with the Infantry which had occupied n position #t the distance 
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of two coss from the scene of action to Kotah Baboojce Sindia joined 
Colonel Monson on the road with the remainder of his broken troops 
But when Colonel Monson reached Kotah he found himself unable to 
maintain his ground there and withdrawing his troops accordingly from that 
place, crossed the Chumbul river in Boats which he found ready for the pur- 
pose Baboojee Sindia at the same time lequested that after crossing the 
river, the Colonel would allow the boats to return for the purpose of con- 
veying his troops across the river that they might be enabled to join him , 
but Colonel Monson never returned the boats Baboojee Sindia therefore 
hnding it impracticable to attempt to cross the river without the assistance 
ot the Boats took up a position close to Kotah Holkar’s Army however 
arriving there invested the place and would have sho’-tly seized the person 
of Baboojee Sindia had not Rajah Zalim Singh of Kotah sent a message to 
Baboojee Sindia informing Baboojee that if he did not visit Holkar he 
W’ould inevitably lose his life, agreeably to whose advice Baboojee Sindia, 
seeing that he had no alternative, acted by going with Raja Zalim Singh to 
visit Holkar, and by remaining some days with Holkar under plausible 
professions of amity At last however Baboojee Sindia found means to 
extricate himself from the power of Holkar, when he communicated to me 
all these circumstances and the address by which he had preserved his life, 
and succeeded m withdrawing himself from Holkar’s party stating at the 
same time that if I w’ould even now' make him some pecuniary advances he 
would assemble his troops and recall Suddashiv Rao and prepare to give the 
enemy battle I accordingly renew'ed with the utmost degree of earnestness 
my application to Mr Webbe to furnish some pecuniary aid for the relief 
of the immediate exigencies of the Army, but that gentleman, although in 
the couse of the discussion of the depending question he once acknowledged 
to me that your Excellency had authorized him to afford the required 
pecuniary assistance, took no measure to furnish it to me, and although 
1 contrasted the fatal consequences which must attend his disregaid of this 
question with the advantage and extensive good to be derived from the 
immediate application of a sum of money to the purpose of preparing the 
army, my efforts proved wholly unsuccessful Baboojee Sindia bei.ig 
extremely distressed and embarrassed by the importunities of the troops 
without the least hope of receiving any pecuniary assistance from me was 
compelled ostensibly to espouse the cause of Holkar As all these evils 
originated in the defect of a supply of money, I with a view to obviate the 
future aggravation of them and the occurrence of more serious disturbance, 
came to fixed determination either to march myself from Burhanpore for" 
the purpose of assuming the command of my Army in person, or to dis- 
patch Bhow Gopal Rao with a well appointed force of horse and foot 
selected partly from the strength of the old military establishment and 
partly composed of Recruits for the purpose of engaging the enemy But 
as it was impracticable either for me to move or to send Bhow Gopal Rao 
without providing a fund fqr the support of the troops and other exigence, 

I sent repeated verbal messages by Baboo Euthal Punt and M'oonshee 
Kawil Nyne to Mr Webbe informing him that all the existing evils were to 
be ascribed to the pecuniary distress of my Government which was manifest, 
and that the disturbances were increasing daily, and asking his advice with 
respect to the propriety either of my marchirfg or of dispatching Bhow 
Gopal Rao observing at the same time that as the interests of the two states 
were identified whatever he should recommend for their mutual benefit 
should be carried into effect, but that in any case he must obtain a supply 
of money for me, either as a gratuity or on loan without interest, for the 
purpose of preparing an extensive body of cavalry to be collected from 
different quarters for the purpose of bringing the enemy to condign punish- 
ment since without a very considerable bodv of cavalry to support the 
Infantry, it was impracticable to chastize Holkar, that the amount of any 
pecuniary aid which he may afford should be hereafter deducted from the 
54 
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annual amount of the fifteen lacks of rupees settled by the Treaty and of 
the five lacks and half of rupees on account of the Jnrama of the Ptrcunnahi 
Dholcporc Darco and other and from llic revenue collected from Dahood 
Pauagurh Chummarcoonda^ Jaumgaum, and other* whicli the Treaty 
stipulales to be restored to me and that ! should receive the revenue thereof 
annually from the 15th day of Ramzan corresponding with the 30th 
December 1803 

Mr Webbe however treated this rcprcscntition with the utmost con 
tempt and never consented to nfiord me the least degree of pecuniary 
avsiitancc but suffered the question to float in indecision and has been 
guilty of palpable neglect in the pajment of the tlilrd instalment of the 
fifteen lacks of rupees as also in the pa>mcnt of the n.\cnuL collected from 
the Pergunnahs Dholcporc and Barcc 

M> friend I once bLlIcvcd that Mr Webbe faithfully reported to your 
Excclicnc) an account of all transactions at tins Court but now that 
I perceive Mr Webbe Is capable of such inattention and neglect with regard 
to the adoption of these acsnablc and ncccssan measures 1 am satisfied 
that he has never made an> communinljon to >our Lxccllcncy of my 
reiterated proposals counsel or advice to him in the present important 
crisis of affairs Your Lxccllcncy It distlnguishci) by consummate wisdom 
and penetration and in correctness of observance of the duties of friend 
thip may challenge the whole world If therefore Mr Webbe had tnns- 
mittcd to iou m> friend information of that point* >oiir Excellency 
would doubtlci* have returned a fourabic answer to them 

Under these circumiinnccs I have dispatched to jour Excellency by 
two Hircarrahs this fricndl) letter for the purpose of explaining to >our 
Excclicncj the points above adverted to and also of communtcatmg other 
circumitanccj which have occurred together with my sentiments with refer 
enec to time to come 

The particulars are as follow* — 

1st After the conclusion of the two Treaties His Excellency General 
Lake gave the countries of Gohud and Gwalior together w;th the Fort of 
the latter to the people of Bhootpongra 

The case however is that the countries of Gohud and Gwalior together 
with the Fort of Gwalior have (or a long period of lime been annexed to 
my terntory At the time of the conclusion ol the peace I delivered to 
the Hon blc Major General Wellesley a statement under my own teal and 
Signature of all the country and foils in Hindostan which I had Ced^ 
together with a memoran-fura of their name* and annual value In that 
statement however the names of the countries Gohud and Gwalior with 
the forts of the lailer were not inserted. Had I ceded those countries tITcir 
name* also would unquestionably hove appeared in that stateraenL 'Hie 
delivery of that territory and fort to the people of Bhootpongra and their 
occupation of them therefore was in direct violation of the Treaty of 
Peace 

- 2nd Among the seven Rajas named in the copy ot the Treaty transmit 
ted to me by your Excellency the name of tho Raja of Jodepore is inserted 
which I was not prepared to expect since the ^ja of Jodepore has durmg 
the last fifty or sixty years stood in a tnbutary relation to me and ^e gralest 
exertions were employed to enforce the payment of the tribute from tl^t 
country by my ancettors who fought and bled m the prosecution of that 
object 
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It was not proper therefore to connect the name of the Raja of Jode- 
pore, with the other six Rajas above alluded to 

I 

To illustrate the subject further I will ask why the Raja of Jodepore 
aftorded an asylum to the family of Holkar, if he had concluded any 
engagements with the British Government, and why has he unmformly 
asserted to me that he had not concluded engagements, or formed an 
alliance with any state, and that he still continued to stand in the same 
relation towards me as he has always done In the course of conversations 
although both these points were insisted on Iflr Webbe has pertinently 
refused to listen to what has been urged upon them 

3rd The affair of the fifteen lacks of rupees on account of the territory 
in Hindostan, whjch, according to the provisions of Treaty is payable 
annually to me and which your Excellency’s vakeels engaged should be 
paid in three instalments in the year at the period for the payment of each 
instalment Mr Webbe brings forward various objections of a nature highly 
improper and unbecoming 

4th The Pergunnahs of Dholepore Barec arid Raja Khera the Jama of 
which is five and half a lacks of rupees per annum were assigned -to me by 
the provisions of the Treaty Those pergunnahs have not yet been deliver- 
ed up to me nor have the amount of the collections fromi them from the 
date of the Treaty to the present time been paid to me, no intention 
appears of delivering them over to‘ me, nor in^ the event of their being 
retained by the British Government, -does Mr 'Webbe seem inclined to the 
annual payment of the Jumma, but clearly evades that point 

5th The collections from Chumarkoonda, Jaumgaum, Dahood, 
Pergunnah etc Mohauls which I am entitled to by Treaty, from the date of 
the Treaty until that of the restitution of those places, have not yet been 
paid 

6th It 18 conditioned in the treaty that many troops must not be sta- 
tioned in the Pergunnahs of Ghumarkoondah, Jaumgaum, etc There must 
be only Tahsildars, 'and if any Zamindar shall become refractory or if any 
person shall excite disturbance within those pergunnahs, the British Troops 
on the application of the Tahsildars will apply a remedy accordingly, in 
conformity , to ihe obligations of Treaty Tahsildars only have been 
stationed in those Pergunnahs. the whole of wfiich have been destroyed by » 
tilt violence of turbutary people and by the Bheels, and continue subject 
to the same depredations Although the Tahsildars state the circumstances 
- to the Officers commanding the British Troops and also to the KilLidar of 
Ahmednagar, which place js in the vicinity of those Pergunnahs, no one 
attends to them, nor is any attempt r^ade to suppress these disorders and 
in consequence the whole of those Pergunnahs are one continued scene of 
devastation, literally made level with the earth and not a trace of habita- 
tion or cultivation remains If I propose to Mr Webbe that I should 
di'^patch troops from hence to those Pergunnahs he will not consent, nor 
will he himself apply a remedy 

7th The jagheers m Hindostan estimated at 2 lacks of rupees per 
annum, which by Treaty were to be relinquished by the British Govern- 
ment in ‘favour of certain of my Chiefs and relations, most of tho«e now, 
at the expiration of ten months, remain unrelinquished, and the Na/imp 
and Aumils refuse to relinquish them on various pretexts 

8th In the second Treaty it is provi-^ed that in consideration of the 
union established between the two states, the officers of the Comnanv’s 
tioops will attend to the protection of my territories the same manner as 
to the protection of Companv’s, but nothwithstanding Colonel Murray’s 
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coming to Ujiain Jcswant Rao Holkar im cited the hort of Mundioor 
diirjng full two monthi and plundered and laid waitc the whole of that 
district including the tov.n and in the laniL manner while Col Mumy 
was at Ujiain Mccr Khan the Afghan a partizan of Jciwant Rao Ilolkar^f 
invested the I ortresi of Bilia and plundered the whole of that diitnct and 
the town and fort which he captured and yet no nsiittancc or protection 
was afforded by the Colonel What is to be thought of all these points 
Mfliich arc contrarj to tlic Treaties This however is certain that the 
ciixurnitanccs of the quarter arc entirely unknown to >our CxcclIcncy else 
such a degree of procraitmalion on the part of the Company in fulfilling 
the obligations of friendship and the conditions of Treat) were impossible 

As the wrar with Holkar in consequence of the officers of your 
rxcclicno s troops thinking too lightly of it has now run to a great length 
and mv temtory has been exposed to the last degree of devastation and as 
Mr Webbe neither fulfils the obligations of Treatv or of fncnoship nor 
returns any answers to my plans of operation for the condyct of the war 
against the enemy and to my propositions all which arc conformable to 
the conditions of Treaty nor adjusts any of these points, therefore n pair 
of Hircarrani arc sent with tins letter to your I ledlcncy for the purpose of 
communicating all these circumstances as with a view to the arrangement 
of the disordered state of the affairs of my Government which hitherto 
In consequence of the union subsisting between the two states 1 have 
expected from the Company s officers, and which without ray moving 
appears impracticable nay without that the state of my alTairs is daily 
becoming worse I have in whatever manner I was able by loan raised 

funds for the provision of necessity for my march and for collecting my 

troops and on 20th of September marched from my encampment at 
Burhanporc I have also written to all the o/ficers of my troops to join me 
from every quarter and it is my intention to raise new troops The 
Friendship and union subsisting between ui has Induced me to write to 
your Excellency all circumstances past present and to come 

Where friendship has been cslabliihed by Treaties and engagements 
between Princes and Chiefs of high Rank and power ll is incumbent on 
both parties to observe U on all occasions and *key consider the injuries 
and losses of fncndi and allies to be their own strength and power My 
contmuance during the so long a period of time m the vicinity of 
Burhanporc has been owing entirely to my want of funds and to my 

expectation founded on the union of the two states of aid in all mv affairs 

on the part of your nxccllency As Mr Webbe who resides with me on 
the part of your Excellency practices delay and evasion in every point and 
avoids the advance of money in the form of pecunnry aid of n 'oan or on 
account of that which is clearly and^ustly due by the conditions of Treaty 
1 have deemed it necessary to communicate all circumstances to your 
Excellency My Army having reached the banks of the Nerbudda by 
inccesiive marches is beginning to cross I shall now rem iin in expectation 
of an answer Your rxccllcncv is endowed with great wisdom and fore 
light and is unequalled in the virtues of fulfilling the obligations of engage- 
ments and of friendship I therefore request your Excellency to take into 
vQur deliberate consideration jiU that I have wTittcn and adopt such 
neasurea as may most speedily both terminate the contest with Jesvfant Rao 
Holkar and fulfil the obligations of the Treaties subsisting between us and 
trengthen in the most perfect degree and perpetuate the foundations of 
inion and alliance between the two states Let vour Excellencv further 
bt pleased to consider where Is the advantage of suffering that which has 
been taken from friends to fall into the hands of enemies Undoubtedly 
vour Excellency s provident wisdom and correct understanding will never 
appear (approve?) such a thing since the power and strength of one friend 




Lcllcr No 13 “Owing td llic rcmonslranccs of Jenkins reinforced by the 
sentiments expressed by Die Go\*cmor General In his iLller to 
Uowlat i<ao blndhla, the latter ga\c up his design of \isillng 
Bharatpur But lie deputed his Brlmc AHnIstcr &rjl Rao Ghatgay 
to go there at the licad of an army ostensibly to bring about peace 
between Jcswanl Rao and Raja of Bharatpore on tlic one hand and 
the British on the other 


Prom— U JCNKINS RCSIDCNT WITH DOWLAT RAO SINDIA 
To— N B EDMONSTONL SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT 


Camp 9lh April 1805 

•In m> dijpalch of the 7ih. instant I had the honour to apprize you for 
the information of Hii Exccl!cnc> the Most Noble the Governor General 
that Serjv Rao Ghautka with i large body of Ihndarics and a considerable 
part of thu horse of Sindia s camp had marched that morning in the dircc 
tion of Bliurtpore Prcviioul) to this departure Annah bicca Naveest 
came to MEit me on the part of the minister He said that in complianc*. 
with m> wishes Dowht Rao Sindia had consented to iialf m this position 
^nd had abandoned hit intention of marching to the neighbourhood of 
Bliurtpore that the minister was confident of m> adherence to my promise 
of paying one kist of the pension* and of my continuing to conduct the 
aflaus ot both states with even attention to the subiitting alliance^ that 
the Maharajah had aircad/ siimlficd to me the object with which Hu 
Highness had proposed himself to proceed to Bhuriporc and that thu 
minuter wai. now sent with the same view of coniiilting with Hii Excellency 
the Commander in Chief and Jeswant Rao Ilolkar the best mode of 
rc*cstabluhing Peace 

1 replied that I had already stated my sentiments so fully upon that 
subject as to render It needless foi me to enter into a repetition of my 
objection* and that His Excellency the Right Hon blc the Commander 
m Chief \vi3 alone competent to decide upon the measure adopted by 
Serjv Rao Ghautka Tnc Sicca Navcctc continued to repeat that the 
mission of Serjv Rao Ghautka was of a nature entirely calculated to 
mamtaiii tlic relations of peace and friendship with the British Government 
and that as Dowlat Rao Sindia himself remained with me 1 need be under 
no anxiety whatever as to the object of hii deputation. I thought it un 
reccsiary to make any further remarks and Annah then took hu leave 

Ai I cooLcivcd It to be my duty to demand from JDowlat Rao Smdia 
a personal explanation of the mov'cment of Serjv Rao Ghautka I request 
ed permission to wpit upon Hu Highness for that purpose and yesterday 
evening I visited Dowlat Rao Sindia ot hu tents 

1 immediately proceeded to the object of my visit and requested 
Dowlat Rao Sindia to ofiord for the satisfaction of Hu Excellency the 
Govemr r General on explanation of purpose* for which Serjy Rao 
Ghnutki had proceeded to Bhurtpore His Highness replied in the terms 
of the ministers menage to me above described and requested me to 
inform Hu Excellency that nothing would ever mducc him to forego the 
benefits of hu alliance with the British Government Hli HIghnert then 
desirud that I would address Hu Excellency the Right Hon ble fike 
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Leller No 14 —It U an Important document c\plalnln;» the diplomatic and 
political relations subsisting between the Company and (ht Slndhla 
Lord Lake Is advised to refrain from acts of liostllttv unless the 
Sindliia In confedcrao with the Ilolkar and Ameer Khan starts the 
offensl\c In ease Dowlat Rao refuses to release the British 
Resident from Ids Court wlial course should be adopted Is also 
enWsarted llic line of action sujjficslcd Is one of moderation aim 
cd at the dissolution of the confederacy between the Slndhla and 
HoIk*ar, rather than of precipllalln;:! a war by a course of conduct 
lacking In forbearance It Is a v'aluablc piece of dinlomatic corres* 
pondcncc that clcarh Illustrates the principles of restraint and 
moderation which always characterized Britbh diplomacy at 
critical junctures 

trom-thi govprnor gcnpral in council 

To-1 ORD UWr COMMANDCR IN CHIfF 

Fori William 2^i June 1805 

The Governor General m Council has been apprized b> Mr Mercer i 
letter of the 4th and Sih instant to the Scerttar) to Government in the 
Secret Department of the course of measures adopted b> Your Excclicnc> 
for effecting the liberation of Mr Jenkins from the camp of Dowlat Rao 
Sindia 

2, The Governor General in QouoctI has the honour to state to Your 
Rxcclicnc) his entire approbation of the measures odopltd by Your Excel 
icnc> on this occasion and of the tenor of >our address to Dowlat Rao 
Smdia of the not given instant demanding the rclcatc of Mr Jcnkini 
within the limited period of da>i 

3 In the actual condition of affairs it appears to the Governor 
General in Council to be necessary to determine the course of measures 
to be pursued with respect to Dowlat Rao Sindia, under such events as 
vai now be foreseen on reasonably suppressed (?) This determination will 
necessarily involve a reply to Your Lordship s reference on the subject of 
tile measures to be adopted m the event of Dowlat Rao Sindia s refusal 
to comply with your ultimate requisition for the release of Mr Jenkins 

4 The instructions which have been occasionally issued for re^la 
tioD of Your ^ccllency • conduct with respect to Dowlat Rao Smdia nave 
necessarily varied according to the information which was received of the 
views and proceedings of that Chieftain but those instructions have resulted 
from the same uniform pnnciplcs of policy 

5 The general pnnciplcs upon which the Governor General s instruc 
lions have been founded were — 

lit — To avoid the renewal of hostilities with Dowlat Rao Smdia 
excepting only under the occurrence of such acts of overt hosti 
lities on the part of Dowlat Rao Smdia involving the honour 
and sccunty of the Government and possessions as must 
necessonly place us in a state of war widi that Chieftain 

2nd — To maintain the relation of amity and peace with Dowlat 
Rao Smdia according to the proviiioni or the treaty of Serjy 
Anjangaon without demanding from Dowlat Rao Smdia or 
panting to him any concessions beyond the limits prescribed 
by that engagement 
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6 The operation of our general principles, however, was necessarilv 
renderecl m some degree subordinate to the obligations of obtaining trom 
Dowlat Kao bmdia a satisfactory attainment for the outrages committed 
b> his servants agamst the person of the British Resident on the 27th 
ivecember 1804 and 26th of January 1805 Dowlat Rao Sindia having com- 
plied With the demand of attainment in a degree which appeared to the 
Cjovernor-General in Council to be satisfactory it became unnecessary to 
regulate the conduct of the Governor-General in Council towards' him by 
any reference to the outrages committed by the Chieftain’s servants against 
the British Resident 


7 Exclusively of Dowlat Rao Sindia’s refusing the required attain- 
ment the cases which were considered as constituting acts which would 
justify and require on the part of Your Excellency the measure of an imme- 
diate attack upon that Chieftain’s forces were — 

1st, His proceeding with his Army to Bharatpore according to his 
declared intention or in any manner passing the line of 
demarcation prescribed by the Treaty of Peace 

2nd <.Dowlat Rao Sindia placing his Army in a position evidently 
^ menacing to the British Government or its allies 

3rd Dowlat Rao Smdia’s receiving Jeswant Rao Holkar or Ameer 
Khan into his camp and under such circumstances either con- 
tinuing in his actual position or retiring 

8 The Governor-General’s orders to Mr Jenkins of the 26th of April 
authorising him on the ground of Dowlat Rao Smdia’s compliance with 
the demand of attainment to proceed to the adjustment of all depending 
(juestions with the Chieftain on the basis of the Treatv of Peace although 
issued subsequently to the Governor-General’s instructions to Your Excel- 
lency to attack the forces of Dowlat Rao Sindia in the cases above described 
were not of a nature to supersede those instructions and the same observe 
tion IS applicable to the Governor-General’s subsequent instructions < f 
the 4th of May describing the circumstances under which the British Gov- 
ernment would be disposed to admit the Agency of Dowlat Rao Sindm m 
effecting an accommodation with Jeswant Rao Holkar since those several 
orders and instructions referred exclusively to a state of circumstances 
which would not he considered to involve the indispensable necessity of 
prosecuting hostilities against the power of Dowlat Rao Smdia although 
the conduct of that Chieftain had amply justified an unqualified declaration 
of war 

9 The cases above stated under the 2nd and 3rd heads may be con- 
sidered to have occurred, Dowlat Rao Sindia having placed his Army in 
position evidently menacing to the British Government and its allies and 
having subsequently received both Jeswant Rao -Holkar and Ameer Khan 
and retired with those Chieftains and Your Excellency acted in strict con- 
formity to theTntentions of this Government in advancing with the troops 
under Your Excellency’s personal command towards the position occupied 

'Lv Smdia near the frontier of our ally the Rand of Gohud If Smdia had 
,>waited in that position the approach of Your Excellency’s army and had 
refused to comply with the demands which Your Excellency was authorized 
to make, an immediate attack upon the united forces of that Chieftain 
and “Holkar would have been indispensably necessary for the vindication 
of the honour and rights of the British Government, or if circumstances 
had admitted of Your Excellency’s pursuit of the retreating armies with 
a prospect of forcing them to action Your Excellency s demands^ having 
been rejected that measure would have been highly expedient and in strict 
conformity to the intentions of the Governor-General m Council In the 


n26 


crcnf of -an attack tlic British Government nould have been placed in 
a condition of nctinl war witii Dowlat Kao SindiT and the result of the 
notion would have determined the ncccisit) of proscculinj: iurlhcr measures 
of hoitililj ngninit lum 

10 The immediate operations of ^our rxccllcnc> i Arm) however, 
being precluded h> the precipitation of Oowlfll Uao Sindta s retreat and by 
tlic state of the ficnson it licuime a subject of dclihcnlion while the conduct 
of DowJat Kao Sindin uni such as to render ncccssar> on rround of honour 
OT kceunt) the. pro cculion of hostilities against Dowlal Uao Smdia whose 
mil tar> operations uerc immcdiatcl) practicable m other words whether 
u idcr all the circumstances of the ease it was necessary to consider the 
Br tiih Government to he In a stale of actual war with Doulat Uao Sindia 
Tiic circumvtnnccs of precipitation alarm and disgrace under which die 
umred forces of Dowln Rao Smdia and Jesuant Rao Holar retreated from 
tlitir position at Siibbulgufh the distressed and inclTicicnt condition of their 
armies and the deficiency of their resources appeared to the Governor 
Gcncnl in Council to preclude that ncccstitj* on anj grounds connected 
wiin the honour or sccurit) of the Urilith Government 

11 In conformitj therefore to the general principles slated in the 
5lh ParaGraph of this dispatch the Governor General in Council resolved 
to suspend the prosecution of hostilities against the poiscssioni of DouTa? 
Rao Sindia unless that Chief proceed to such acts of direct hostility as 
would ncccssarilv place us in a state of war with him 

12» At the same lime under the circumitanecs if Dowlat Rao Sindia s 
conduct in uniting his forcei with those of the encmj and of the state of 
rtsinint and distress of the British Residency at His Highness s Court "^our 
I xceiicncy s resolution to demand from Dowlat Rao Sindia the release of 
Mr Jenkins and hii safe conduct with the gentleman of the Residency and 
the escort to a British station was perfectly proper and the terms on which 
Your 1 xccUcncy conveved that demand arc entirely approved bv the 
Governor General in Council neither the measure of withdrawing the 
British Residency nor the tenor of Your ntccllcncy s letter to Dowlat Rao 
bindia conslitulcs a declaration of war with that Chieftain and Your 
iixccUcncv has very properly avoided a direct menace of war even m the 
event of Dowlat Rao-Smdia 8 uhimatcly refusing to comply with Your 
Lxccllcncy I demand for the release of the Britiih Residency The course 
of proceeding therefore which Your nvccUcncy has iudiciously pursued 
leaves the British Government at liberty lo the actual situation of affairs to 
adopt either a pacification or hostile svstcro of policy with respect to 
Dowlat Rao Sindia * 

13 After the matures! deliberation upon the measures which it was 

most expedient to pursue the present condition of affairs the Governor 
General in Council has finally resolved to adhere to the general pnnciples 
wlilch have hitherto regulated our conduct towards Dowlal Rao Sindia 
as described in the (1 ) paragraph of this dispatch and the Governor 

General in Council now process to state to Your Excellency the applica 
tion of those principles to every case winch it Is at present necessary to 
contemplate 

14 Dowlat Rao Sindia may comply with Your Excellency s requisl 
tion for the release and safe conduct of Mr Jenkins ind the gentlemen of 
■the Residency and the escort and although united with Holkar may refrain 
from any positive act of hostility against the troops or possessions of the 
British Government or its allies 

]5 In this case according lo the principles already stated the Cover 
nbr General in Council it resolved to fulfil all the obligations of the treaty 
of peace with Dowlat Rao Sindia and accordingly when Your Excellency 
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shall have received intelligence of the safe arrival of Mr Jenkins and the 
gentlemen and escort of the Residency in safety at a British Station, Your 
Excellency will be pleased to signiE^ this resolution to Dowlat Rao Sindia 
Your Excellency at the same time intimate to Dowlat Rao Sindia that 
l:our Excellent* is disposed to receive at the headquarters of the British 
Army, an) person dulv authorized and empowered to negotiate on the part 
of His Highness and to adjust with the person so authorised and empower- 
ed all questions depending between the British Government and Dowlat 
Rao Sindia on the basis of the Trea'ty of Peace Your Excellencv will 
further signifv to Dowlat Rao Sindia that slioujd His Highness prefer the 
measures of a con\cntion of disputes. Your Excellency will dispatch a 
person of rank to Ramporah or to any other convenient station which 
His Highness may indicate for the purpose of meeting an agent on the 
part of His Highness and of adjusting with that agent all pending ques- 
tions on the basis of the Treaty of Peace, or finally that under proper assu- 
i.inccs from Dowlat Rao Sindia of his disposition to receive a British Resi- 
dent at his Court in a manner suitable to the dignity of his station. Your 
Excellency will dispatch to His Highness’s camp an officer of rank who 
in that e^cnt wnll be vested with the power and authority of that station 
bv credentials trom^ the British Government and will assume the func- 
tion of British Resident and reside in that capacity at His Highness’s 
Camp 

16 The Go\crnor-Gcneral’s instructions to Mr Jenkins of the 2nd 

of April combined with the Go\crnor-Gcncrars letter to Dowlat Rao Sin- 
dia of the 4th of that month appear to the Governor-General in Council 
to preclude the necessity of any addiponn) instructions relative to the adjust- 
ment of any questions, depending betw’ecn the British Government and 
Dowlat Rao Sindia , 

17 Your Excellency wnll he pleased to consider it to be the funda- 
mental principle of any negotiation for the adjustment of depending ques- 
tions on the basis of the Treaty of Peace neither to demand from Dowlat 
Rao Sindia nor to concede to that Chieftain any point whatever beyond _ 
the limits of the provisions of that Treaty 

18 If Dowlat Rao Sindia should express a desire to renew the provi- 
sions of the defensive alliance Your Excellency will refer for instructions 
on that subiect to the autfioritv of the Governor-General in Council, at the 
same time Your Excellency will be pleased to signify to Dowdat Rao Sindia 
that the British Government is disposed to renew the defensive engagements 
which his conduct had necessarily suspended and even to assign to him 
the portion of the territories conquered from Jeswant Rao Holkar which 
the British Government originally engaged to assign to him. provided the 
conduct of His Highness shall be consistent with the obligations of the 
defensive alliance 

19 Your Excellency will, of course, understand it to be the wish of 
the Governor-General in Council that Lieutenant-Colonel Mafcolm should 
be the officer dispatched either to meet the agent of Dowlat Rao Sindia or 
to pToceed to that Chieftain’s Court in the capacity of Resident 

20 Secondly — Dowalt Rao Sindia may refuse to comply with His 

Excellency’s demand for the release of Mr Jenkins abstaining, however, 
from the commission of any mdihtmcl or the imposition of any restraint 
upon him and merely detaining in the manner in -which Mr Jenkins 
hitherto has been detained or in the expectation of inducing the British 
Government to acouiesce m Mr Jenkin’s continuance or to suspend 
coercive measures Sindia may manifest towards the British Residency an 
unusual degree of respect and attention and may enable the Residency to 
maintain a due degree of respectability and credit within the limits of his 
camp, ' ' - ' 


21 The Governor General m Council concun entirely In opinion with 
\oar Exccllcnc> that Mr Jcnkini must not be suffered to continue in the 
camp of Dowlat Rao Smdia under ani circumstances whatever The Cn 
tub Go\cmmcnl therefore must not be Induced bv an> change of conduct 
on the part of Dowlat Rao Sindta towards the British Hcildcnc^ to with 
draw the demand for the release of Mr Jenkins with tlie Gentlemen and 
escort of the Residency In the ease supposed however the Governor 
General in Council will deem it sufTicIcnt In the first instance to adopt a 
measure of retaliation b> pubHc!> prohlbitinjt Dowlat Rao Sindia t \aKce! 
at Calcutta from ouittmc that citj and from communicating this prohl 
bition to Dowlat Kao Sindia and b\ promulgallnu It in the most public 
manner at every court in India ff lliit measure snould not induce Dow! it 
Rao Sindia to release the British Rcsldcncj the Governor General m 
Council deem it ncccssarj to declare the suspension of the payments of 
the stipends and of the revenue of Dholcporc Barcc and Kaja Kherra 
Cp>nblc under the Treaty of Peace U this measure also after a sufficient 
latitude of trial should hrovc Ineffectual it will be expedient in the judff 
mtnt of the Governor Gcncnl in Council to proceed to the coercive 
measures of resuming all the Jafiheers granted b> the Treat) of Peace of 
#ci 2 ing Dowlat Rao Smdia i possessions in Ahmednagar and of attacking 
\iSLcrghur and Burhanporc and Sindta s several forts near the frontier of 
Gurcrat declaring at the same time to Sindia that those possessions shall 
he restored when Mr Jenkins with the Gentlemen and escort of the Rest 
dcncy shall have been released in safety at a British Station 

22 In conformitv to these resolutions when Your Ciccllcncr shall 
recc%'e Information oi the detention of Mr Jenkins m the Camp of Dow 
la* Rao Sinaia beyond the period of time limited b) '^our Excellency i 
litter to Dowlat Rao Sindia of the fourth instant Your Excellency will be 
pleased to communicate b> letter to Dowlat Rao Sindia the measure of 
retaliation which the British Cjovtrnmeni has determined to adopt in res- 
pect to hit vakeel at Calcutta intimating at the -same time the intended 
loriual promulgating of that measure at every Court In India It will he 
proper also to signify to Dowlat 1^.00 Sindia the resolution of the Batuh 
Government to proceed to the suspension of the tlipcndi and revenue pay 
able under the Treat) of Peace if he should continue to detain the British 
Residency beyond a y)eclfied period of time If at the expiration of that 
prcscnbim time, the British Rcsidcftw shall still be detained Your Excel 
Icncv will be pleased by a letter to Dowlat Rao Smdia to declare the (ti 
pends and the Revenue* of Dholcporc Barcc and Rajakerra to be sus- 
pended If this measure also should prove incfTectuak Your Excelledcv 
will be pleased to report that result to the Governor General in Council 
and to abstain from the adoption of any additional measures until Your 
Excellency shall have received instructions upem that subject from the 
Governor General in Council 

23 Dowlat Rao Sindia may not onlv refuse to compI> with lour 
Excellency i demand for the release of tnc British Rciidenc) but may 
detain Mr Jenkins in actual confinement or proceed to pther acts of 
violence against his person 

24 In this ease the Governor General In Council will probablv deem 
if indiipciiBibly necetsary to resume the Jagheers to abrogate the pensions 
ahd to seire Dholepore Birce and Rajo Kherra together with the hnd| 
belonging to Dowlat Rao Smdia in the province of Ahmedoagar and to 
juthonxe the most prompt and vigorous measures of hostility against the 
possettion* of Dowlat Rao Smdia The Governor General in (^uncil 
deems it proper however that information should prcviou^lv be commnQi 
cated to Government of the nature and extent of the violence offered to 
the person of Mr Jenkins and that these measures should not be adopted 
wltlout the expreis direction of the Governor General In Council 
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i,".. ^ our E's:ccllcncv will observe from the tenor of the instructions 
tnnt nolwitlisi mdinjf the unciisput.iblc justice of considering Dowlat Rao 
bmn..rs nctinj connection witti Jcsvvnnt Rao Holkar to be a Icgiiimatc 
cround of Wir with Dowlat Rio Sindia it is not the intention of the 
Ciovtrnor-Gcncrnl in CouiKi! to render that connection a cause of war with 
bindia or even a cause for suspendint: anv of tlie provibions of t!ic Treaty 
of PoKc and the Gov crnor-Gcneral m Gouncil now proceeds to state Jo 
''our !*\ielleni.v some observations calculated to elucidate the grounds'of 
tills d«. torminniion 

26 An adhercuice to all the obligilions of the Treaty of Peace, appears 
to the Govenu^r-Cjcncral in (hniiuil to be ncce'-sarilv connected wiili a 
determinmion to retrain from the prosecution of war against Dowlat Rao 
bind'* '1 he abroga.K n of iiiv of the provisions of the 'J rcatj without the 
muiuil eon cat of the ccmtricting parties, constitutes a virtual dissolu- 
tion* of tlie enguu.nent and the parties consccpientlv revert to 
the condition in which thev relalivclv stood before the conclusion of the 
'Prentv of Peace In that event therebjre the Hrilish Government would 
be pDced in i state of war with Dowlu Rio Smelt’ allluaugh we should 
refrain f.om the aciiiil prcweculion of military operations against that 
Chiieft lin hour IGcclleiuv will observe a disimclion between t'’c suspen- 
sion of s(tme of the provisions of the d'rcalv of I'cacc and the rbsolute 
abrogation of them I he former me isure has been prescribed in tlic 
instructions m the event cd Mr Unkin’s detention, ns a measure prcji- 
niinnrv to the ’Ctunl prosecution of hostilities '1 he abrogation of them is 
staled to be a measure CNclusivelv connected with the operations of war 

27 '1 he Governor-General m Ccmncil deems it indispcnsibly neccs- 
sarv to effect the release of the British Resident and ultimately to proceed 
to the cxtremitv of Wir for the purpose of accomplishing that object Our 
solicitude to avoi 1 that cvtrcmits however, has suggesfeej the c\pedicncv 
of the intcrmediaic measures v Inch hn»e been prescribed withya view to 
effect the release of the British Residency 

28 The Gov crnor-Gcncral ?n Council lias sfntcd in the 26lh piragraph 
the groainds on which the abrogation of the provisions of the Treaty of 
Peaefe arc considered to place the British Government in a state of war 
witii Dowlat Rao Sindia The measure of declaring the provisions of the 
Treaty of Peace suspended until Dowlat Rao Sindia should abandon his 
connection with Holkar and would manifestly involve the necessity of vvar 
in the ev^ent of Dowlat Rao Sindia’s inabilitv or disinclination to comply 
with that (demand Your Excellency will probably concur in opinion with 
the Gov (.rnor-Gcncral in Council that the measures of suspending those 
provisions would be attended with success In the actual condition of 
Sindia’s affairs he is probably unable to effect his emancipation from the 
control of Ghautka and of his associate Yeshwant Rao Holkar Both Hol- 
kar and Gh lutka arc unqupstionably desirous of involving Dowlat Rao S.ndia 
in a war with the British Government and their influence m the counsels 
and their ascendanev in the Gov^ernment of Dowlat Rao Sindn would en- 
able them do prevent his compliance without demand The elfoct there- 
foie oi the proposed measure of suspending the provisions of the Treaty of 
Peace m the manner described, would be to precipitate a vvar with Dowlat 
Rao Sindia and consequently to cement the confederacy which it. is our 
object to oiSEolve 

29 It IS obvious that the same influence and ascendancy mav precluac 
the release of the British Residency But the Governor General in Coun- 
cil deems the honour and reputation of the British character in India and 
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cojincqucnll) the 8ccurit> of cht British Tnipirc to be m\ol\cd m lupporl 
me our demand for the rcleaic of the Resident at the hazard of war with 
out rcftrencL to the ca ises which maj preclude Dowlat Rao Smdia i com 
pliancc witli that demand The Go\crnor Gcncnl m Council doci not 
consider the junction of Ilolkar and Sindin unconnccltd vith their joint 
prostculioii of mnsurc* of actual war ajuinst tlic British Go\crnmcnt or itr 
allies to in\olvc similar considerations of Honour and set-unty the Gov 
erno General m Council therefore has not judged it expedient b> demand 
me th Kpiration of Dowlat Rao Sindia to depend upon his iabilit> ai 
Well as his inclination to overcome the ascendancy and innucncc of the 
CnieftJins ulio at pre^sent canlr<il Ins counecli and who arc interested in 
privcrlin hit compliance with the demands of the British Government 

jO lor these reasons the Governor General In Council is decided!) 
of opinoin that when the British Re^idenc) shall have been released no 
ilttrnativc is left to the British Government but either to adhere to the 
cblijjitions ff the Treat) of Peace- of to be prepared for the immediate 
pro>e‘cution of hostilities against Dovviat Rao Sindia 

31 While the British Government shall continue to adhcic to the 
obligations of the Treat) of Peace Dowlat Rao Smdia has an abvinus 
interest in refraining from such a participation in the hostile procccdmfa 
of Holkar as must neccsiaril) place him In a state of war with the British 
power and although Dowlat Rao Sindia ma> not immcdatclv possess 
nie'ans of emancipating himself from Itis connection with Holkar he 
probabl) has the power of abstaining from a participation in the war 

32 No principles of p>crmancnc> exist in the present extraordinary 
combination of the mtcrcsti of Dowlat Rao Sindip and Jeswant Rao Holkar 
which has been effected through the agency and influence of Serjee Rao 
Ghautka It is not probable that the adherents of Dowlat Rao Smdia will 
long submit to be (he instruments of the wild and profligate designs of 
Jeswant Rao Holkar and Serjee Rao Ghautka or patiently endure the 
difbcultics and distresses to which they arc at present exposed It ma\ be 
cxpc-cti^ that Dowlat Rao Sindia himself mav soon become sensible of the 
disgrace and degradation of his actual condition and if he should retain 
anv latitude of action may be induced b) a just sentiment of pride and 
indignation to make an cttectual effort for his emancipation from the con 

1 ol of those Chieftains who have abused his confidence and resumed hii 
power The pacme cause of poIic> which the Governor General in 
Council has now resolved to adom is calculated to accelerate the diisolu 
tion of the connection between Dowlat Rao Sindia and Jeswant Rao 
Holkar 

33 If Smdia should commence hostilities against the troops or 
possessions of the British Government either singly or in concert with 
Jeswant Rao Holkar the British Government will of course be compelled 
to adopt the most vigorous measures of war against Dowlat Roo Smdia 
but in the judgment of the Gov ernor General m Council that necessity s 
not involved in the continuance of Sindia s present connection with Holkar 
unpecompamed by acts of positive hostility against the British Govern 
ment or its AlHci Ig any event however no Military operations should 
be undertaken against the forces or possessions of Dowlat Rao Smdia with 
out the previous sanction of the Governor General in Council but any 
actual attack upon the British forces or possessions or those of our allies 
nuit of course be repelled with the utmost promptitude and vigour 

34 These arc the considerations which have influenced the dclihH^rtite 
resolution of the Governor General in Council to adhere to the obliga 
tions of the Treaty gf Peace with Dowlat Rao Smdia notwithstanding the 


continuance of that Chieftain’s connection with Je'sWant R"ao Holkar, pro- 
vided Dowlat Rao Sindia shall ultimately surrender the person of Mi Jen- 
kins with the Gentlemen and escort attached to the Residency and shall 
refrain from the prosecution of measures of war against the British Gov- 
ernment and its allies 

35 The Governor-General in Council now deems it proper to state 
to Your Excellency his sentiments with regard to the practicability of 
effecting a satisfactory pacification with Jeswant Rao Holkar 

36 The Governor-General has already stated to Your Excellency 
the general principle of a settlement with Jeswant Rao Holkar which the 
Governor-General In Council would consider to be a sufficient security 
against the turbulence and ambition of that Chieftain Adverting, how- 
cv(;r, to the restless disposition and predatory habits of Holkar, it is not pro- 
bable that he will be induced to consent to any system of arrangement which 
shall deorive him of the means of ranging the territories of Hindoostan at 
the head of a body of plunderers excepting only in the last extremity of 
1‘eversed fortune Whatever might be the expediency under other cir- 
Lumstances than those which at present exist of offering to Jeswant Rao 
Holkar terms of accommodation without previous submission and solicira- 
tion on his part, in the present situation of affairs the offer of terms such 
as Jeswant Rao Holkar might be expected to accept would be manifestly 
injurious to the reputation and ultimately hazardous to the security of the 
l^ritish Government It is doubtful however whether the naughtiness, fero- 
citv and turbulence of Holkar’s disposition could under any circumstances 
whatever be reconciled to a condition of dependence and control It is 
manifestly inconsistent with that regard to the reputation of the British 
Go\ernment the preservation of which constitutes an essential bulwark 
of our power, or with the principles of public faith and honour to offer 
concessions to Holkar and rejection or acceptance of concessions offered 
under the circumstances of the present movement would equally tend to 
weaken the foundations of our power The Governor-General in Councii, 
therefore, does not entertain any immediate expectation of effecting a 
settlement with Jeswant Rao Holkar If, however, at any future period 
of rime Jeswant Rao Holkar should manifest a disposition to accede to 
lerms of peace with the British Government, the Governor-General in 
Council will deem it expedient to take into consideration whatever propo- 
sitions may be made for that purpose on the part of Holkar and while 
the conduct of Dowlat Rao Sindia should be such as to enable us to main- 
tain with him the relations of amity and peace on the basis of the Treaty 
of Serjyanjangaon, the Governor-General in Council will consider it to be 
consistent with those relations to admit of Dowlat Rao Smdia’s agency m 
the settlement of the terms of pacification with Jeswant Rao Holkar If 
therefore, under the circumstances described, Dowlat Rao Sindia should 
convey to Your Excellency any propositions for a settlement with Jeswant 
Kao Holkar, Youi Excellency with be pleased tp receive such propositions 
and to communicate them to the Governor-General in Council for the con- 
sideration of Government Until such propositions shall have been com- 
municated to the Governor-General m Council it is impracticable to deter- 
mine the specific terms of accommodation with Holkar to which the 
Governor-General in Council might deem it expedient to accede The 
general principle of such a settlement should be to combine with a suit- 
able provision for Jeswant Rao Holkar an arrangement which should 
deprive him of the means of invading the rights and disturbing the posses- 
sions of the British Government and its allies An accommodation with 
Jesvant Rao Holkar should also comprise a suitable provision for Cashee 
Ram Holkar and eventually the assignment of a proportion of the terntorv 
of Holkar family to Dowlat Rao Sindia according to the original intention 
of the British Government in that Chieftain’s favour 
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37 Your Excellency will infer from the mineral tenor of thcjc inttruc 
tions that it ii not the intention of the Go\cmor Gincral In Council to 
nutl'onzc the further prosecution of Militar> operations affatnit Ilolkar 
beyond tlic extent necessary for the defence of our possessions and those 
of our nllies apainst any attempt on the part of Holkar to disturb them 
The amnccmcnfi prescribed by the instructions of the Governor General 
in Council of the 17tn May lupcricdc the necessity of a’ny further lucges 

i ons upon that subject at present 

38 Tour Excellency hiH haxc observed that Mr Jcnkmi has deemed 
It proper to withhold the Governor General i letters to Dowlot Rao Sindia 
of the -Ith of April containinn a detailed repK to lhat_Chicftaln t letter of 
the 18th of October 1801 end of the 23rd April 1805 communicating to 
bindia the Governor General s acceptance of tne letter of apolopy for the 
outrages committed by lus senants against the person of the British Repre- 
sentative at His llichness i Court combined with hi4 verbal duclarations 
and those of hii Minister i as a satiifaciorv atonement for those outrages 
Mr Jenkins has been induced to withhold tliosc letters by considerations 
that tlicy were respectively prepared under the supposition oT a state of 
circumstance-^ which did not exist when Mr knkins received those letters 

I he same con^i ’crationi appear to have Induced Mr Jenkins to withhold 
Your I xcclicncy s letter to Dowint Rao Sindia of the 12th of May Thi 
Governor General in Council docs not approve the conduct of Mr Jenkins 
in suspending the delivery of those letters 

39 The Governor General in Council is specially desirous that Dow 
lat Rao Sindia should receive the Governor General t reply to His High 
ness s letter of the 18th of October and the Governor General in Council 
also deems it of importance that Uowlat Rao Sindia shodld be appnsed of 
the Governor General s acceptance of the nloncmcnt which ho offered 
The Governor General has therefore directed duplicates of those letters 
to bt transmitted to Your Cxecllcncj and the Governor General in Coun 
cil requests that "^our Excellency will be pleased to forward them to the 
Camp of Dowlat Rao Sindia with a letter from Your Excellency contain 
ing an explanation of the causes which prevented the delivery of the origi 
nals of those letters 

40 If Mr Jenkins should still be in the Camp of Dowlat Rao Sindia 
the Governor General in Council is not aware of anv objection of his agency 
in ih? delivery of the letters notwithstanding the suspension of his func 
tions ns the representative of the British Government at Dowlat Rao Sin 
din s Court since the delivery of the letters may be considered os an official 
jict exclusively rcfcrrablc to a period of time antecedent to the suspension 
of hii functions In the event supposed therefore Your Excellency will 
be pleased to issue the necessary instructions to Mr Jenkins for the deli 
very of the Governor General t letters to Dowlat Rao Sindia 


Letter No 15 — Jenkins Informs that Arabajec Inglla had been released 
and would ma«t probably succeed as Prime Minister There Is 
po ^Iblllty of Sarjl Rao Ghatijav quitting the Camp of Slndhia 
Jenkins wants to leav'e the Court since the Slndhia has nol con 
formed to the demands of the Governor-General 

From-R JENKINS RESIDENT \VlTH DOWLAT RAO SINDIA 

To-LORD LAKE COMMANDER IN CHIEF 

Camp 27th June 1805 

In my last despatch I had the honour to mention the release of Amba 
lee Englia from confinement and the probibilitv of hu immediate aceersion 
to the office or Prime Minuter That person has actually aMuraed the 
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exercise of the functions attached to that capacity and it is expected that 
Serjy Ghautka will shortly quit Camp to proceed to Deccan 

All my exertions have not enabled me tp obtain an audience of Dow- 
lat Rao Sindia on the subject of Your Excellency’s letter To my messages 
I have regulcirlv received for answer that Annah should be sent to me but 
although this is the last day appointed by Your Excellency, I have not yet 
received a MSit from that Minister and Dowlat Rao Sindia marched yester- 
day ten miles and today about 14 miles in the direction of Deogarh The 
pc’'iod, therefore, mentioned in Your Excellency’s letter having expired, 
1 shall not continue to press further the subject of my dismissal and it will 
rest with Your Lordship to determine the measures most effectual to be 
adopted to avenge the repeated violations of the laws of nations and the 
-eitcraled insults against the British name and authorih which have been 
sustained in the unprincipled and atrocious acts of this nefarious Govern- 
ment 


Letter No 16. — This is an enclosure to the letter from the Secretary to 
Governoi -General to Elphinstone. 

The Governor-General in Council writing to Lord Lake, dated 25th 
July 1805, authorises the lattei to start hostilities agaiiist the 
Sindhia in case he lefuses to release Mr. Jenkins and the other 
members of the British Residency. 

A copy of the letter that the Governor-General addressed to Sindhia 
forms an enclosure to this lettei and reiterates the determination 
of the Governor-General to secine the lelease of Jenkins 

The Governor-General in Council has taken into consideration the 
dispatch of Lieutenant-Colonel Malcolm addressed by Your Excellency’s 
direction to the Sccrctar)’’ to Government under date the 30th ultimo com- 
municating the copy of a letter from the acting Resident at the Court of 
Dowlat Rao Sindia to Your Excellency’s address, dated the 20th utlimo, 
which contains the acting Resident’s report of his cornmunication with 
Dowlat Rao Sindia on the subject of Your Excellency’s requisition for 
the dismission of the British Residency within a limited number of days 

2 The argument by which Dowlat Rao Sindia has endeavoured to 
jusi-ity his evident resolution to avoid compliance with your Excellency’s 
oemand for the release -of Mr Jenkins, is destitute of any real force and 
Scindia himself is probably sensible of its fallacy The Governor 
General in Council however deems it advisable to deprive Scmdia of the 
advantage of any pretext for the detention of Mr Jenkins by a distinct 
confirmation of your Excellency’s demand under the seal and signature 
of the Governor General 

3 The Governor General has accordingly addressed the enclosed 
letter to Dowlat Rao Sindia confirming ano enforcing your Excellency’s 
demand for the dismission and safe conduct of the British Residency and a 
copy of that letter is annexed to this 'dispatch for your Excellency’s 
information 

4 Your Excellency will observe, that the letter from the Governoi 
General addressed to Smdia, refers to former letters of the Governor 
General addressed to that Chief, but not delivered to Sindia by Mr 
Jenkins, in consequence of the unfavourable state of affairs at Sindia’s dur- 
bar It appears to be absolutely necessary that the Governor General’s 

-letters should now be delivered to Sindia in order to remove every poswble ' 
ground of error or mipconstruction of the views of the British Government 
56 
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Thu point has alrcad> been stated lo >our I xcclicnc) in the letter from the 
Go\crnor General in Council under date Ziili June and it appear* to be 
proper to recommend it to jour I xccllcncj s particular attention 

H this requisition should aUu proNt unsuccessful It will be evi 
deni that Smdta it either disnostd or compelled to hazard the alternative 
of war Whatexer laiiludc of action Sindia maj noittis or mnj be alloued 
with regard to this particular point it SLcm* cxidcnt from the tenor of the 
advices jccoixcd fince the dispalcli of our Instructions to jour LxccIIcncy 
of the 25th ultimo lint the power of Dov lit Kio Sindn it nt present absorb- 
ed m that of Jc^wnnl Rio Hollar and tint a specified resolution of the 
connection between those Chicliains cannot reasonably be expected by the 
cxclu i\c opcnlion of tho^c causes on which the Governor General in 
Council has been induced lo found llial expectation If it be evident that 
Dowlat Rao bindia is disposed or compelled to hazard the renewal of war 
rather tiian complj with the demand for the dismission of the Rcsidcncj 
the specdj prosecution of hositUtlcs m ihc part of the British Government 
appears lo be advisable upon cverj principle of dignitv iccurilj and even of 
cconomj I nicss the eonfedcratc* should be induced to suppose that not 
withstanding the failure of the present final requisition for the release of 
the British Rcsidcncj the Britisn Government still entertained an cxpccta 
tion of accomplishing its release without proceeding lo hostilities against 
Sindia it maj rcasonablj be apprehended that thej will ascribe our for 
bcarancc to motives incompitibic with the dignitj of the Government nd 
with the reputation of our power Such an impression would obvjouslj 
encourage the confederates in their hostile designs and in either ease the 
confederates would derive from dclaj additional advantage* from the pro- 
secution of them It cannot hohever be supposed either that Doslat Rao 
Sindia will refuse or evade a compllincc with the Governor Generals 
demand wtthom previous!) resolving to detain Mr Jenkins at the hazard 
of war or that Sindia can now expect to deceive ui b> anj further sublcr 
fuges Great danger therefore must mcvitablj be prcmuccd b> our 
abstainnig from the prosecution of hostihlic* at the earliest practicable 
period of time if Sindia should refuse or evade m compliance with the 
present demand 

6 In conformity to these sentiment* the Governor General in Coun 
cil now authorize* and direct* your EiccHcncj to be prepared to commence 
active operation* against the confederated force* a* soon as the season 
will admit and the Governor General m Council request* that jour Ex 
ccllcncj will transmit with the least practicable delay a plan of operations 
for the eventual prosecution of hostilities m cvey quarter of Hindokfan 
and the Deccan 

7 Copies of this dispatch will be transmitted to the Governments of 
Fort Saint George and Borabij and to the Residents at Poona Hydera 
bad and Nagpur together with a circular letter from the Chief Secretary 
of which a copy is annexed for your Excellent * information Directions 
will be issued for placing the armic* in the Deccan and in Guzerat m a 
state of readmes* to act agamit^hc fort* and possession* of Dowlat Rao 
Sindia m those quarters 

8 No act of hostilitj however againit Smdia is to be committed 
without further instructions from the Governor General but your Lord 
ship will be pleased at whatever time jou mav deem expedient to make 
any forward movement of the troops in Hmdostan which you may deem 
advisable either with a view to the protection of our poucts-ion or to the 
attainment of a final settlement of affairs with Sindia and Holkor in thb. 
quarter 
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To-DOWLAT RAO SINDIA 

Writicn 2Sih July loOS 

Youi been .ippn/etl lli.it Ins I'AtclIcncv the Right 

Honoiunblc l^ord 1 ike Conini.imier in Chief of tlic Untish Forces, is 
\cs(ccl In the Goxcrnnient wuh full power'; on the p.iit of the British 
Oineinnient, to rc'Uil.ite uul control ill poliiic.i! .ind Milittiry .Tflnirs in 
Ilindcnt.m Lord Like h.n .iddic‘>'>ed to \our lligliness sL\eral letters 
dc^'nnit tile di^.ni'-'-ion of Mr .Icnkin'i ind tlie other Gentlemen .and escort 
m.iclied to the licMde.Kv ft oin \oiir nifdiiKi<'\ C.imp, .inci their safe 
« ondiiot to 1 l^riinh Si.uion 'i hc'^e lepuisitions howe\er \our Highness 
his not been plc.ised tc» le^'inl v.ttli due .'itte.ilion, .ind I .im now’ informed, 
b^ i ciibii.ilth from Mr Lnkins (ii.u \oui lleriincsb’s ministers under some 
.ipp ircnt errors li.ne endenoured to iintif} this neglect of the Commander 
m Chief's r(.puisitKni. muI of the rcpe.ited ind c.irnest .ipplic.itions oE 
Mr fenkins for iin disimssion ind s Me conduci, In refering to a lettei 
in which I mformecl >our Highness th.it Mr .lenkms was vested 
With po seis to .rinsniil all nutters which rei.iled to the intcrcs'ts of the 
two stales, .’tici ici letters of similar import. ince addressed to \our Hfgh- 
nc's In Colonel (host. 

M\ notific ilion to coin Highncsi; of Mr Jenkins’s luthorilj tc) Irans.ict 
‘11 .di.urs contieijed v ith the interests of both states, w’as made under 
tiieuins! itues dilTeriti” entireK fioni those which suggested the necesbity of 
- siispenciim: Mr Jenknis functions, and of retpiiring his dismission from 
\our lligiiness’^ (.ourl 1 iaung been onicialb .ippri/cd of the powers 
\ested in His E\cellenc\ the Comtnandcr-in-Chicf, Your Highness cinnot 
entc’’! iin am doubt of Lord Like’s iiilhonl\ to suspend Mr Jenkins’s 
functions, and to dem.ind Ins dismission Independently of these considera- 
tions It cninol be unknown to Your Highness, that according to the 
icknowlodged priulcges and powers of the^ accredited ministers of 
1 foreign state the representati\e of the British Government at your 
ILghntss'c Court, is entitled to demand his dismissal c^cn without any 
direct communication to Your Highness of the demand from the Govern- 
ment which ho represents and tint refusal to compl> with that requisition 
would constitute a Molnfion of those laws and usages which arc acknow'lcdg- 
cd and rc\crcd amongst all ciulr/cd nations With a view’ to remove 
e\erv immcdi.itc release of Mr Jenkins and the other gentlemen and the 
escort Utached to the Rcsidcnc> I deem it cxpcndicnt to continue by 
a direct communication Your Highness, the w’hich you have received from 
i.ord Lake, the Commandcr-in-Chicf, and from Mr Jenkins, and to signify 
to Your Highness m^ expectation that the space of fourteen days after your 
receipt of this letter. Your Highness wull permit Mr Tenkins the Gentlemen 
and escort of the Residency to depart from your Camp and v/ill afford 
them safe conduct to the nearest British Station Your Highness must 
admit that the British Government is entitled to w’l-thdraw’ its Repre- 
sentative from Your Highness’s Court w’lthout any reference to the conduct 
of Your Highness’s (jovernment Your Highness, therefore, will not 
persevere m a refusal to comply with this requisition, after so many soIemiT 
demands from the British Government 

It is my duty to apprize Your Highness that I will never recede from 
this demand It is superfluous to state that after the expiration of the 
term limited for the dismissiOn of Mr Jenkins neither His Excellency 
Lord Lake, the Commander-in-Chicf nor I can receive from Your High- 
ness anv communication which you may desire to make through Mr Jen- 
kins, nor will Mr Jenkins be authorised to transact any official business 
with Your Highness or w Your Highness’s Ministers At the same 
time it IS necessary to sigruiy to Your Highness that your responsibility . 
for the safety of Mr Jenkins and of every person attached to the Residency 
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from injuo or iniult it not dlmlniilicd b> the tutncnslori of that Gentle 
mun I funclioni ni the Rcprcicnfainc of the nntiin Go ernment at Your 
Hifihncti » Court I truil liov.c\cr that nficr >our receipt of tint letter 
"^our HiRhncii will not pcrsitt 4n detaintntt Mr Jcnkini Such an act far 
from trndinc to the accompHtlimcnt of an> object connected with the 
mteretti of \our Hu^hncti u cniculatcd to preclude cvcr> nd\antacc to 
d(.ri\cd from the prctenation of «mlt> ind concord between the luo 
Statet 

^our Hiehncis lint nlrcid> been appnrcd that after the arrival of Mr 
Jenkins and Inc Gentlemen and I tcorl alticbLd to tlic llcsidcnr) under tale 
conduct at a British Station I Bn I icclicno the Conimindcr in Chief will 
hi prepared to receive nnv conridentnl pjjtnt whom ^oiir I xcxIlLncj* may 
think proper to dispatch for the purpose of communication on points con 
nected with the welfare and nmilv ol both stiles, nnd that it a pnipcr 
season nn officer of nnk will bt dispaichtd to Your Ilifihnciis Court in 
the capqcilj of Representative of the Bnliili Government 

I deem It proper to take this opportvinit) of desiring that ^our High 
nets will consider IIis rxccllcnc> the Commander in Chief lord I^akc 
to be vested with full powers to conduct nil political ond Miljtar> afToirs 
In Hmdoostnn on the part of the British Government and that >ou will 
deem Ills rxccUcno i aeii and communications to he as valid as if pro 
ctiding immediate!) from ni) authority 

1 have recent!) addressed several letters to Your Highness under dates 
♦he 4th and 22nd April The extraordinary and unfavourable state of affairs 
jt 'tour Iliclinciss Court has of necessity prevented Mr .Jenkins from 
delivering m> letters to lour Highness Those letters however will now 
be delivered to Your Highness and all ermr and misconstructions of the 
initntioni ol tl^e British Government will henceforth cease If any part 
should jppnr lo ^our Highness to rtouire explanation >ou will be pleased 
ic refer to lord l^kc who has public authont) to slate m> icntlmcnli 
to \our Highness 

My determination ts to maintain the late Treatv of Peace without altera 
tion I trust that Your Highness s disposition will be found to be equally 
conformable to the Treaty of peace the conditions of which the Bnliih 
Government cannot consent to change in an> degree Your Highness must 
be satisfied that the alternative of war or peace now rests with Your High 
ness No demand has been made upon you nor will an> demand be made 
b) the British Government bevond the limits of the Treaty of Peace But 
no concession can be granted inconsistent with that engagement Your 
Highncu 1 trust is determined on your part to respect the allies and terri 
tents of the Company and not only to anord no aiiiitancc to our enemies 
but to co-operate with Lord I^kc against them 
True copy 

N B EDMONSTONE 
Secretary to Government 


tyCtter No 17 — ^The enclosure to this letter Is one In which Jenkins Informs 
Colonel Malcolm the movements of the Holkar and the Slndhia 
and their future Intentions 

From-R JENKINS ACTING RESIDENT AT D R S 
To-MAJOR A WAKER RESIDENT AT BARODA 

CafUp the 7th September 1805 
I have the honour to transmit for your information the copy of dii 
patch of yeiterdiry i date to Colonel Malcolm 
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Smdinh mnrchcd tills dn> nbout five miles in a north-westerly direction 
to Bhoongoan. , 

To-LlF.ljT.-COLONKL MALCOLM 


Sir, 

I li.iNc the honour to ncmiaint vou for the information of His Excef- 
lency the Right lloirhle the Commander-in-Chicf. that Dowl.it Rno Sindia 
m 'relied \csierd.o .ihonr 10 miles in the dircctir)n of Adjmerc, and we 
are now enc. imped ahoul 2 co<s n(»rtli-wc‘«t from Rcwarcc on the Maha- 
iK.dec In this position 1 undcrsi md it to he Scmdi.ih’s intention to halt 
during some d.os Amh.ijee Ingh.i with two B.iftalions of Iiifimtry ana 
some Horse is emplo\cd in cnfordiig the p.ument of the contributions 
fr-un tilt. sir. ill Gwelnes in the neighbourhood The force destined to 
proceed tov.irds (htclapaar has not \e{ mo\cd from the \icmif\ of our last 
*' It mipmont but Sndashco Rao \\ho conducted the expedition, has this day 
rccei\ed his dismissal from Dowlat R.io Slndin 

llolkar eoniimics ene.imped ibout fne Coss on this side of Adjmcrc, 
li : h.is been eniplo\ed during sc\eral da^s m Ins religious devotions, and 
Ml presenting the'cusiom ir\ olTermgs .it the shrine of tlie celebrated saint of 
lint place It docs not appear to be the intention of Holk.ar to make any 
inimediite nunenienf from (he \icmity of Adjmerc during the present 
doubtful relation In whitli he is placed with regard to Dowlat Rao Sindia 
bu he IS using cverv endeavour to press this Court to a final determination 
in the line of conduct which it intends to pursue 


Camp 

^t/i Scfyf 1805 


I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient and humble sen'ant 

R JENKINS, 

Acting Resident at the Court of Dowlat Rao Sindia 


Letter No 18. — The letter intimates that the Biitish Resident las been 
permitted to depart as a result of the influence of Ambajee Ingha 
who had been it seems reinstated as Prime Minister of the 
Sindhia 

From— R JENKINS, ACTING RESIDENT WITH D R S , 

To— COLONEL MALCOLM 


Camp, 14t/i Sep 1805 

A considerable change having taken place, under the influence of 
Ambajee Inglia in the fenor of the counsels by which this court has lately 
been actuated, Dowlat Rao Sindia has thought proper to evince his 
favourable disposition by acceding to the demand for the release of the 
British Residency Yesterday evening I received the usual presents on the 
occasion of my dismissal, and I have the honour to acquaint you that I 
shall commence my march tomorrow morning to the headquarters of the 
British Armv at Muttra 
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Jitter No 19 —Jenkins Infonns Colonel Malcolm that he >^715 leaving the 
Camp of Sindhia on the 16th September and Uial he liad an inter 
\*Icn\ nith the Slndl)ia before he left Tlic Slndlda was «cndlng 
Munshi Kama! Naln with him to discuss matters with the Com 
mandcr In Chief He reports that tlitrc was desertion In the 
Holkar s arm> 

fROM-U JENKINS ACTING RESIDENT WITH D R S 
To-COL6NC1 MALCOLM 

Camfy \5th Scp 1805 

1 have the honour to actjuaint you for the information of the Rifiht 
i Ion hie the Commander in Chief that on account of some dch> in the 
arranf^cpiLnts hir the escort which I nm to be accompanied from Camp 
on the part of D R Sindia I ha\e been comncllca to postpone my 
departure this da> but am assured that c\cr> thinR will be prepared for 
mt to commence m> march tomorrow 

According to his Hichncns request I waited upon the Maharajn last 
ni"ht and I do m>iclf the pleasure lo state for his I ordship i police the 
prircinal heads of this conference after the cuttomarv compliminls had 
between the Maliiraji and mvicif Ambijcc Irtplia and Annah at 
fis llishnc‘:st desire seated thcmscKcs near me and the Sicn Navceic 
tommenced the conversation b> rcmarkintt that on account of the un 
fixoiinblc appearance winch my dismltsol would havt, alTordcd to the 
world of Ins views and intentions towards the Briliili Government the 
Ma araja had been \cn reluctant lo consent to the adoption of such a 
mensurc and Uis Hichncsi had indulRcd an expectation that m> Govern 
mcnf would have been induced to reiroct the demand and that from the 
tenor of the laic letters however of the Right Hon bic the Commander in 
Chief and Colonel NIalcolm and from that of Kumul Nynes communica 
tion through Gopal Kisan His Highness had perceived that cornpliance 
with the repeated requisitions of His Lordship and of the Governor General 
on that subicet was absolutely necessary to remove the doubts which had 
been excited m> detention and to promote a renewal of that friendly and 
confidential intcrcourrc which had formerl) subsisted between the iwo slates 
Guided iw these considerations and by the entire devotion of his heart to 
tl c fnendihip of the Hon blc Company s Government that Hit Highness 
had no longer hesitated in complying with the w^thcs of that Government 
and by so doing Hii Highness trusted that every source of doubt and 
mistrust and cvcr> obstacle tx> the speedy adjustment of all depending 
points would be now removed that U was His Highness s ardent desire to 
recover the confidence and good opinion of the British Government and 
that he expected to find that state in every respect inclined to meet hu 
wishes and to second his efforts for the accompllibment of so desirable 
an object 

I replied b> addressing m>‘ielf to the Maharaja on a few words that 
the suspicious measure which His HighncM had now adopted afforded 
the most ample demonstration of that wisdom and pacific spirit upon 
which Ihc Company s Government had alwavs relied for the re-establish 
ment of an amicable connection with His Highness ind that His Highness 
would find in hii intercourse with the British Nation that the prosecution 
of a just and honourable ivstcm of policy on his part would ever secure 
the most cordial acknowledgement and support from that power and 
would tend to promote in the most effectual manner His Highness s 
dearest interests and views 

The Maharata personally repeated hi* anxious desire for the apeedy 
adjustment of all points and particularly for the removal of every doubt 
which might have been excited relative to his views I said that no cause 
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of mistrust could longer subsist and His Highness might depend upon the 
earliest arrangement of every question I requested to know whom His 
Highnes^iad appointed on his part to negociate with the Right Hon’ble 
the Commander in Chief His Highness informed ^me that Moonshy 
Kumul Nyne was vested with full powers of negociatlon and that he was 
fully instructed on all points, but that he trusted after my departure from 
Camp thai I would not consider m\self to be entirely absolved from the 
obligation of piomotmg his interest with the Hon’ble Company 1 
assured His Highness that it had been the invariable desire of the Moat , 
Noble Marquis Wellesley, as it was that of the Most Noble the Governor- 
General a desire which from the period of my accession to the charge of 
the interests of the two states I had endeavoured to the best of my ability 
to promote that the bonds of alliance and good understanding snould be 
maintained on the firmest basis of cordiality and confidence, that if my 
exertions for the welfare of His Highness’s Government had been forrnerly 
thwarted by self interested and evil minded persons, it had always been 
my firm belief that the counsels and actions of such persons were m con- 
trariety to His Highness’s disposition and feelings, that my personal res- 
pect and attachment to His Highness would ever render welfare of his 
Government an object of the utmost interest to my mind 

Gopaul Kishan, who was present at this conference then addressed 
himself to me, by remarking that he had already stated to me the financial 
distresses of this Government, and that I was well acquainted with every 
thing that related to the interests and concerns of the Maharaja, that I had 
also received the fullest communications relative to the assurances, which 
unJer the orders of Kumul Nyne. and with the knowledge of the Right 
Hon’ble the Commander m Chief, he had been authorized to make to the 
Maharaja, as well as relative to all his transactions with this Government, 
and that as the Maharaja in every respect relied upon the friendship of the 
Honourable Company, Gopaul Kishen trusted that no deviation would 
take place but the tenor of those assurances, and transactions I replied 
that the British Government neveff deviated from the rules of lustice and 
good faith and that His Highness would, I was convinced, implicitly rely 
m that assurance . 

' The conversation then turned upon the late transactions with Holkar, 
and the defection of the troops of that Chief This subj'ect Ambajee Inglia 
requested me particularly to recommend to the attention of the Right 
Hon’ble tfvp Commander in Chief Besides Rungush and Shahamut Khan, 
he informed me, that about 2,000 of the Holkar’s best horse had remained 
at Ajmere, and only waited for money to enter the Maharaja’s service To 
this communication I replied, that Kummul Nyne would of course enter 
into a discussion of all points with the Right Hon’ble the Commander in- 
Chicf, as soon as my departure should be known, and that every arrangement 
would be adopted that could in any way tend to the mutual advantage of the 
states Ambajee Inglia then made some allusions respecting Gohud and Gwa- 
lior, to which I replied generally, that his Highness might depend upon the 
most liberal adjustment on the part of the Company’s Government of al! 
depending questions To some observations and questions of Annah and 
Ambajee respecting the peace with Holkar, I returned likewise a general 
answer, that the object of the British Government m a war with Holkar*, was 
entirely unconnected with any views of conquest or of extended dominion, 
that the obiect of the British Government was directed to the presentation 
of its just rights and those of its allies and that it would embrace with the 
utmost pleasure, any occasion which might afford a reasonable prospect of 
concluding a peace with Holkar, consistently with this object and with the 
general tranquility of India 

After paying the personal compliments to His Higaess which thti 
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occaiion required and rc^icatmc ni> confidence that oil depending pointi 
^\ould be ipccdll> nnd saMsfactonlv adjusted I ihcn look m> Icj|Vc of Hu 
Higlmoi 

I take thii opportunitj of iiclvnowIed(*ing the receipt of >i)ur dli- 
palcbc* of the ht nnd 5th Stpltmbcf ^our IcttLr of the latter date to 
Ambaicc Inglia dclutrcd to that ntrron hj Gopaul Kiili^n v.hom I 
directed according to tlic tenor of l]i» lordships order to inform 
Ambajee. that lie niiglit consider it ni in engagement lupcraeding that 
ulilch I had given him until I could efer to superior nutlioilty 


Letter No 20 —The vvrllcr Intimates that a new treaty covering the treaty 
of Serjee Anjangaon had been concluded between the nrillsh 
Government and Doulal Rao Slndhla to the sallsfacllon of both 
parties and that Slncllib had ratified it 

1 rom-N D I DMONSTONr SFCRCTARY TO GOVERNhtFNT 
To~M ni PHINSTONF RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Catnfy on ihc rtver near Mongitvr the 17th January IS06 

1 im directed bj the lion bic the Governor General to inform >oii that 
on the 22nd of November a treat) xvai concluded between the Right Hon ble 
I^ird I.jkc on the part of the Hritiili Government and the Agent of Dowlat 
Rno Sindia bj which all subjects of difference between the two state* have 
been latufaclonl) adjusted and that the Governor General has now re 
reived from the Right Hon hie ! ord I^ke Official information of the 
arnval in Hi* Lordjhip * camp of a cop> of that treat) duly ratified by 
Dowlat Kao Sindia 

2 A copy of the treat) will hereafter be transmitted for >our inforroa 
tion nnd for the purpose of being communicated to the Court at which you 
rciidc and represent (he Governor General who deemed it sulficicnt to 
observe that the treat) confirms all the stipulations of tlic Treat) of Serjee 
Anjangaum as {*\t as regards the afiavrs of the Deccan and that the additional 
stipulations contained In the Treaty of the 22nd of November list refer to 
points In which the interests of the British Goveenment ore ejclusivcl)' 
concerned and do not in any manner affect those of the Hon ble Company t 
allies 


I etter No 21 — Mercer aTwrts that the Sindhia had received several 
letters from the Holkar and Sarjee Rao Ghatgav The Slndhla 
apprehends an open rupture with the Holkar -while be feels he Is 
unequal to him if a contest occurs betw*cen them A part of the 
letter is In code fi^es and cannot be understoixl 

From— G MERCER RESIDENT WITH DOWLAT RAO SINDHIA 
To -THE GOVERNOR GENERAL FORT WILLIAM 

Camp near Hamirgarh the 4th Juh 1806 
Since I had the honour to address you on the 30th ultimo several 
lettei* have been received by Smdm from Jeswant Rao Holkar and Serjcc 
Kio Ghautka of n purport similar to that mentioned m my former letter 
Hii Highnc&i has I understand evaded giving any specific answer but has 
eTprc*sed himself an:rioui to know what probable line of conduct may be 
pujsued by the British Government m consequence of Holkar t reception 
of Ghatka No communication has however been mode to me on this 
lubject 
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2 There appears every reason to believe that Smdia’s late conduct has 
been principally actuated by the apprehension of coming to an open rup- 
ture with Holkar, and under present circumstances from the state of his 
funds, the inefficiency of his army, and the total want of confidence evinced 
by his principal servants in himself and his counsels, he has certainly no 
great reason to consider the result of such a contest as likely to be favour- 
able to him notwithstanding the reduced state of Holkar’s Army and re- 
sources, which would be more than balanced by the personal character of 
that Chief. 

3 Sindia at the same time appears equally averse to any intimate 
connection with Holkar^ and could only I believe be induced to cultivate 
his friendship from considering an immediate rupture with him other than 
unavoidable Holkar’s conduct after he joined Sindia’s Army last year at 
Subbulghur m assuming a commanding influence over the whole of his 
officers has left in Sindia’s mind an impression unfavourable to the revival 
of such a connection and the conduct of Serjee Rao Ghatka, at that period 
which highly favoured Holkar’s authority might naturally be supposed to 
stxcngthen His Highness’s resolution against readmitting him to favour 
under Holkar’s auspices 

4 There is so little appearance however of any settled principle of 
action in the measures of this Durbar, that every mode of reasoning on the 
future from past transactions must prove uncertain Sindian’s present 
advisers are men of no weight cither from rank or character and seem to 
confine their views to the endeavour of relieving his difficulties by petty 
exactions from tributaries, whilst his country, which, with management, 
might afford ample resources is allowed to be plundered and ruined hv his 
’■efractory Sirdars Even in this endeavour they have been very unsuccess- 
ful and Smdia has frequently declared his entire disappointment m the 
hopes he had formed of advantage from his late transactions This dawning 
conviction however may not operate towards a change in his measures as 
he is still flattered by delusive hopes of obtaining money from the Udaipore 
Chiefs, from the Raja of Jodhpore, and through the mediation of the latter 
of settling a tribute from the Jaipore Raja The few remaining men of 
rank and character connected with the Durbar avoid all interference in the 
present measures 


tetter No. 22 — Mercer reports that the Sindhia had rejected a proposal 
of the Holkar and Ghatgay to come to Shahpura to meet the Holkar. 
He also reports that there is no agreement between the Holkar and 
Sindhia about their claims to the tribute fiom Udaipur 

From— G MERCER, RESIDENT WITH DOWLAT RAO SINDHIA 

To- THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL, FORT WILLIAM 

Camp, the 10th July 1806 

Since I had the honour to address you on the 4th instant, Dowlat Rao 
Siiidia has made two marches in the direction of Kotah, from which place 
his Camp as now about fifty miles to the westward 

2 His Highness had been strongly urged by letters from Jeswant Rao 
Holkar and Serjy Rao Ghautka to march to Shahporah m the direction of 
jaipore for the purpose of meeting Holkar, this proposition mv information 
leads me to believe Sindia has positively rejected, and from his march of 
yesterday it would appear probable thai he had resolved to pursue his 
original intention mentioned in my letter of the 18th ultimo of proceeding 
towards Raghoghar country, though his march may st.ll be delayed by the 
hopes he entertains of realizing some part of the money promised by the 
Udaipore Chiefs, 

57 
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3 Rnja Man Sinah hqi Informed Slndio that he icei but Ijttic proba 
bjllty of tcttllnc the aiffcrcncci between HU lUphncsi and Holkar. upon 
the tcrnit pjopoicd b> bindia as Holkar had decidedly refuted to rcllnquiih 
hU claim to n share of the Udaiporc tribute and had declared timt mattcri 
could onI\ be satiifnctotilv adjusted by an adherence to the a^rccniint 
wiuch had been made x\hilii th(^ 'Rcrc toj^cthcr at Subbulfehur of an equal 
diMiion of countnci and of their ctaimi to tribute 

-I Jeswant Rao Holkar continued on jhc 3rd instant encamped near 
Pokur where his family hid joined him from Jodhporc Some pro^rct* 
had been made tor^ards a settlement of hi* claim on the Jaiporc Raja who 
had contented to pay to Jeswant Rao three or four lacks of rupee* m 
money and an additional amount in ai'ticlcs of lariout descriptions upon 
Holkar* ngrrcinjj to deduct the amount of the injury done fO the Rajas 
rountry from the cross turn of fifteen lac* of rupee* 


Letter No 23 — It encloses a copy of Mercer s letter lo the Go'cmor 
General in uhlcli he rTiorli Ihc uhcrcabouts of Slndhla and 
Holkar Slndhla irantcd ccrhln irranccmcnti lo be made In 
Bhopal UU ncccTllallorts with Ambajl had not Induced the latter 
to assume the Government of Slndhla Holkar mtis near Pokur 
and Intended to march lovvards the Sikh country after the rains 
Sarji Rao Ghatcay had plundered certain districts of Udalpore and 
had requested the Slndhla to crant him Dhilsa as a Jafdad 
(permanent property) which the Slndhla was unulllinc lo do 
From-N n EDMONSTONE 
To-M rtPHINSTONE 

Fori TF///jflm 4th Novanher 1806 
With a view to keep you informed of the itfltc of political oilTatr* in 
Hindooitnn I om directed to tratumit to you the enclosed copy of a di* 
patch from the Rc*idcnt at the Court of Dowlat Rao Sindn under the date 
the 6th ultimo containing the lotc*t mtclhgcnce upon that lubject received 
by the supreme Government 

To— THE HON BLE SIR G H BARLOW BARONET COVER 
NOR GENERAL IN COUNCIL FORT WILLIAM 
Hon BLE Sir 

This army has made no movement since 1 had the honour to address 
you on the 2oth ultimo and it U now understood that Dowlat Rao Sindia 
will remain upon this ground till after the Dashera 

The negotiation* with Arabajec still remain undecided He had agreed 
to the payment by instalments of twelve lakhs of rupee* upon being con 
firmed in the possession of Nerwar Subbulghur and the Soubudary of the 
Mewar country Sindin has demanded the immediate payment of thi* 
amount bat a mutual distrust of the intention* of each other has hitherto 
prevented any adjuitraent* There appear* at pretent but little probability 
that Arabajec will resume the administration of Sindia i affair* or indeed 
that any efficient administration will be formed at Hi* Highness *eem» 
unwilling to delegate authority to any party whilst he can conduct matter* 
through the agency of hi* private favounte* of whom Deobah Hoozooreah 
II thu picrson now principally consulted 

3 Three Battalions and a party of Hone have been sent forward 
towards Bhopal from where Mohammed Shah Khan with Meer Khan t 
brigade had retired towards Seronge It ii Sindia i intention I under 
stand to endeavour to unite the parties of Viiier Mohammed Khan the 
former Mmlite’’ of Bhojwl and that of Ghouis Mohammed Khan the tor) 
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of the Nawab of Bhopal, who i& himself incapable of management, and to 
support these two Sirdars in the administration of the affairs of the prov- 
ince under his own influence It appears improbable, however, from the 
present state of Sindia’s affairs and the prevalent belief that Holkar will 
speedily march to this quarter, that he will be enabled to carry this arrange^ 
mcnt into effect, and it will probably end in the demand of a sum of money 
from, the Pindarah Kareem Khan, for the permission to continue his plum 
del and control of the province as hitherto 

4 Serjee Rao Ghautka has plundered the town of Beliwarah, m the 
Udaipore province and marched from thence to the southward of Chitore, 
where he continues to subsist his people by exactions from the neighbour- 
ing villages He has requested of Sindia the Fort and country of Belsah as 
a Jaidaud which has been refused him with an assurance, however that, he 
will otherwise be provided for 

5 Jeswant Rao Holkar continued encamped near Pokur on the 26th 
ultimo and had not then been enabled to carry to any settlement with the 
Patans of the Hyderabad Risala whose Chiefs have lately made offers to 
Sindia ol entering into nis service, and delivering over to him the person 
of Kondee Rao These offers have not been 'accepted but Holkar has 
declared his suspicions that Serjee Rao Ghatka has been engaged in foment- 
ing these disturbances and in encouraging the Risallah to refuse every 
accommodation short of the full payment of their arrears 

6 A report prevailed in Camp a few days ago, that Holkar had again 
sent his family to Jodhpur and had commenced his .march towards Kotah, 
and It was at the same time mentioned in the Durbar with the view of 
obviating the effects which this intelligence might have m the present state 
of the army, that it was understood to be his intention to attack the Rao 
Ra]a, at the instigation of the Rajah of Jaipore, who had pioniised his 
assistance on the ground of the Rao Raja’s having formerly been a depend- 
ant of the Jaipore State, and its being incumbent on him to have borne a 
proportion of the contribution levied upon the Raja of Jaipore It has 
alsc for some time past been asserted with more probability, that Holkar 
had received offers from Raja Sunsaor Chand of Nadaon, of a large sum 
of money for his assistance against the Nepaul Government and this appeaps 
to have given rise to the report mentioned m my address No 37 of the 
30th August of Holkar’s intention to march after the rams towards the 
Sikh country 

7 Whilst the state of Holkar’s troops and of his resources appears so 
little calculated to enable him to undertake any distant expedition or to 
support the consequences of an attack on the Rao Raja the situation of his 
affairs with Sindia would seem entirely to preclude all likelihood of his 
having formed such intentions Although these Chiefs are, I believe, 
equally averse to an open warfare with each other whereas little could be 
gained, yet their personal interests are so much at variance, that either 
would consider an advantage gained by the other as a calamity to himself, 

. and no benefit which Holkar could ever promise himselj from the prosecu- 
• tion of such measures as the above, would compensate, I conceive in his 
own opinion for the advantage which Sindia would derive from the undis- 
turbed control over the countries of both, which he would not fail to exer- 
cise during Holkar’s absence 

Camp 8 miles north-east of RaiGHUR I have the honour to be, 
POLUN * Sir, 

Tlip 6th October 1806 Your most obedient humble servant, 

GROEM'E MERCER, 
Resident at Dowlat Rao Sindia. 



HOLKAR’S AFFAIRS 


Leltcr No 1 —Jenkins reporK !hc whcrcabouls of the Hnikar and his 
Intention of jolnlnif the SIklis and of nc^toltatln^ for help from 
Kabul The strained relations between the llolkar and tlie 
Sindhia as also Mccr Klian s efforts to effect a reconciliation arc 
referred to 

From-R, JFNKINS RI^IDI NT WITH DOWLAT RAO 
SINDHIA 

lo-lT COLONFl MALCOIM 

Camp near Mcmlapur the 25t/i Atmiisl 1805 

M> prmte Itltcm will have nndc ^ou ncqumnled with Hotkar s late 
movement* and with the General State of affair* at (hi* Court unce the 
datc of m> h*t Public dijpaich I have the honour to apprize iou for the 
information of the Rifilit lion bic the Commander in Chief that Holkar 
made 0 firther mircli vciltrda) about 8 Coi* from Rewarree in the dircc 
tion of Adjmcrc b> whicli movement there Is ni present a distance of 
nearl> 20 Coi* between the two armies 

Mcct Khan hi* continued in ihU cimp durlnc three or four dafs for 
the purpose of establishing n rcconeiliatlon and of nursuadmR Doi^lat Rao 
bindu to march with Holkar But I am credibly informed that the 
Maharaja under Ambajee c influence ho* stated posili\cl> to Meer Khan 
that he cannot march 

Mccr Khan it is *aid ha* order* from Holkar to remain this da\ onlr 
III camp should he not be successful In his negotiations to march imme- 
diatel> to join Holkar 

It IS positivclj reported that Holkar intends in the first place to convoy 
the ladies of his farailv and his baggage to Adjmcrc from whence they will 
proceed either to Ouacvpuor o** to Joudpoor that from Adjmerc he will 
move through the Shckhooatcc* and keeping without the range of our 
force* he propose* to join the Scik* whom he published to be gtnerally 
prepaid to give him osiistance 

Holkar also affect n particular rclmncc on the king of Kabul on these 
points however L conclude Hi* Excellency t information will be most 
correct 

" By ray last authentic account Serjy Rao Ghautka with a few horse was 
encamped at Cheitort but it is this dav reported that he hat continued hi« 
march towards Rampoorah a place which is situated about 40 Cois south 
west from Kutta and which Holkar has granted him in Jaghcer Tfi® 
principal part of hit followers hat deterted 

I have received no communication whatever from the Durbar respect 
mg His Excellency the Governor General s letter although nine d«y* 
have elapsed smee I had honour to pretcnting it to DowUt Rao Sindi* 
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Letter No. 2. — Reports that the Holkar and Sindhia after their meeting 
on the Chumbal had secretly sent a messenger with presents, and 
promises to the French outside India to secure Military assistance 
against the British. 

From— COLONEL B CLOSE, RESIDENT AT POONA, 

To— SIR G H BARLOW, GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Pooiia, the 20th Novembe'> 1805 

Although It may be impossible 'to establish the truth of the following 
•ntelligence, I am induced to give intimation of it for your notice 

I am secretly informed, from a source that is worthy of credit, that 
shortly after the junction of Sindia and Holkar, which took place on the 
Chumbul, these Chieftains secretly concerted a plan for the purpose of 
deriving succour from the French, and accoidingly prepared addresses for 
the French Government, which, with suitable presents of jewels, etc , they 
committed to the care of an intelligent Arab Officer belonging to one of 
the parties, who proceeded so charged from Hindostan to Tatta or some 
seaport m that quarter, from whence he was to embark for Muskat or take 
such a direction as might afford him the fairest prospect of meeting with 
some French ship by which to forward his packet and presents to their 
destination According to the information given to me, the addresses 
contain a solicitation similar to that made by the same Chieftains to the 
Governor of Goa, namely for a body of Europeans to be landed on this 
side of India, their services to be paid for m money or m land, combined 
with some arrangement relative to a division of conqujests My informa- 
tion further states, that the foregoing intelligence was first made known m 
this quartet by & member of Balajee Koonjur’s family who resides in 
Poona 

Letter No. 3. — Intimates that the Holkar had crossed the Sutlej and 
entered the country of the Sikhs and that he would like to stay 
for some time in that quarter to observe whether Ranjit Singh was 
-likely to actively co-operate with the Holkar He also intimates 
that the ruler of Patiala and others of the neighbouring states had 
shown much warmth and kindness to him and that they were all 
favourably disposed towards the British Government 

From— LORD LAKE, C-In-C 

To— SIR G H BARLOW, GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Camp Nabha, the 20th November 1805 

In my dispatch under date the 22nd instant I informed you of the 
considerations which had induced me to move into the Sikh country 
The enemy fled as I advanced and has at last succeeded in effecting a 
passage over the Sutledge before either my army or the division under 
Colonel Burn could reach him 

Though I much regret that the excessive fears of the enemy should 
have pi evented my having any opportunity of attacking him I anticipate 
•all the consequences of a defeat from the precipitate flight which he has 
been obliged to make and though the weakness and divided state ot the 
Sikh Chiefs m the Punjab may enable him to subsist his army for a short 
period by plunder (for he is destitude of every other resource) m their 
countries I cannot believe he will ever extricate hi§ army from the diffi- 
culties in which it IS now involved and at all events I consider it im- 
practicable for him to invade the possessions of the Hon’ble Company 
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during this leaion I however deem the object of accelerating his 
destruction of lucli Importance that I shall if 1 observe a diipositiPn In 
Runjcct Sinch of Lahore to co opente In an icli\c manner for the accom 
pliihmcnt oT that purpose remain with a force under m> personal com- 
mand for a short period in this quarter but my doing fo will not for i 
moment Impede the prepress of those arrangements and reductions of 
expenditure which appears so ncccssar> to rclic\c the finance and winch 
in tlic present fa\ Durable situation of affairs can m m> opinion be made 
without any risk or danger whatexer 

I ha\e this da> tranimilttd orders to Major Cfcncral Jones to proceed 
with the division under his Command to Guzrat and it it m> intention 
should no cxtraordinar> change take phcc m Jfolkar s moxements to direct 
the other Corps now in the field to go immcdiilcl) Into cantonments 

Ver} considerable reductions of the expense of the irregulars have 
ahead) been made and arc now in progress A full report on this subject 
will be transmitted in a few da)» 

On m> arrixal at Patialla I reacbed on the 2-fth instant I was earnestly 
lohcited to sec the llaja SMiib bingh who had been recently reconciled to 
Ills Kanec tlirough the mediation of lfh>a Lai Singh of Kli>tul Many 
considerations of a political nature made me deem tbit of importance and 
halted )csterda) lo rcccixc nil lisit which I returned In the evening The 
Raja and oil the other principal chiefs of the countries on side of the 
huticj arc warm m the professions of friendship and attachment to the 
Jdntiin Government ana action have hither to jverfeclK corr«rond with 
those profcisioni ai boili m) Battalion (Torn^ and that of Colonel Bum 
continue to be plcntifull) supplied with provisions and the forces of some 
of the Chiefs have joined the British Army 


Letter No 4 --It is a demi-official letter In which Malcolm intimates that 
Holkar had crossed the Sutlej and that he will have to stay where 
he Is watching the movements of the Holkar 

The enclosure Is v’aluable inasmuch as it throws tight on the route 
and condition of Holkar s Army and his activities on hfs way to 
Patiala and bc)x>nd the Sutlej 

From— JOHN MALCOLM 

To — (Some one name not mentioned perhaps the Bomba> Governor) 
Comp ticor Amirgarh the 2&th Nov^nber 1805 

I enclose you an abstract of Holkar s progress up lo date 

Peace w^i concluded with Sindia three yean ago on terms every way 
favourable to the interests and honour of both states and it will 1 have 
no doubt be ratified by the Governor General and M^hamja General 
Jone I division has been directed to return to Gurcrat immediately We arc i 
near the buttlej and to every appearance nothing but friends we have 
marched far m the liopc of seeing an cnemv but in vain This Corps will 
not Immediately return as its presence may perhaps be necessary to help 
or rather to give countenance to the destruction of Holkar which I 
flc^ouily hope II near at hand I have been very negligent lately but 
what With long marches and long negotiations I have hacT by hanui full 
of work My (indutmct) is excellent as you will see when I visit )OU st I 
Bombay which I hope to do after putting that foolish boy Sindia m hii ’ 
proper place Ougejn I beg you will offer my respects to Mr James. 

You have made Asbome such a great man that I shall not be able to 
keep him m order 
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Abstract oj a memorandiim of the piogiess of Jeswant Rao Holkar, 

part 2nd 

Holkar arrived near Pattaliah on the (date not given) of October It was 
said his aid was solicited by Saheb Singh the Raja of that place who having 
been expelled from Patiala by Ranee Askunwar his wife was then residing 
at Syfeabad and entertained hopes of bringing that lady to terms by 
Holkar’s assistance 

Saheb Singh for some period after Holkar’s arrival at his residence 
wavered in his conduct and though he had vakeels with Holkar and treated 
those from that Chieftain with respect and attention it was not till the 24th 
of October that he was prevailed upon to go personally to visit him He 
then consented to do so upon Holkar’s promise that he would immediately 
dismiss the Ranee’s vakeels and return her presents and invest Patiala 

Holkar did not perform any form of this agreement, but merely took 
up a position something nearer Patiala with a view to intimidate the 
Ranee, who however immediately adopted the most vigorous measures of 
defence and her ally Bhunga Singh of Tannass'eir wrote to the Right 
Hon’ble Lord Lake informing him she was determined to stand out to the 
last but requested that Colonel Burn might be ordered to move to her 
relief 

Long negotiations now ensued between Saheb Singh and the Ranee in 
which Holkar acted as indicated and always strongly advised the tormer to 
conciliatory measures stating that if he was at length compelled to proceed 
to hostilities nothing effectual could b? done till the arrival of lus Camps 
and guns 

Holkar made daily demands of money from Saheb Singh v/no pro- 
mised him four lacks of rupees whenever he should put him in possession 
of Patiala The Raja continued under the influence of Ranee Km Kovur 
his mother to show great aversion to any measures of conciliation 

On the 27th October Holkar sent Meer Khan into Patiala to treat with 
the Ranee and as that Chieftain ever afterwards appeared to be her 
strenuous advocate there is reason to suppose that she found means to 
bring him over to her interest 

About this period Holkar who had hitherto shown great anxiety, to 
preserve the cultivation of the country unhurt, gave free scope to the 
lawless habits of his followers, who had lon^ suffered the restraint with 
impatience and were only kept quiet by the promise of regular pecuniary ' 
supplies, from the treasures with which Holkar had informed them he was 
to be furnished by Saheb Singh, Being now disappointed in this expecta- 
tion, he gave them free permission to plunder and a person from the Ranee 
generally attended to direct their depredations towards such places as 
belonged to Saheb Singh himself and were not subjected to her aiPhonty 

Holkars Camps and guns reached Hansi on the 30th October, they 
had fled ‘from the Sherkaotee country with great precipitation on the 
appointment of Colonel Balls Corps and all the efforts of that officer and 
of Major General Jones to reach them proved ineffectual 

On the 1st November Saheb S-ingh sent a message to Holkar telling 
him that his troops were ruining the country and he wished he would move 
out pf it as soon as possible Holkar replied that he would not go till he 
received two lacs of rupees which had been promised him 

, Aftc:r various desultory and ineffectual negotiations Holkar hearing of 
Colonel burn’s approach took his final- departure from Patiala on the 6th 
November The Officer who had been in cantonments at Caonaul moved 
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fonNprJ from thcncc with hit dcU!chmcnt coniiitiiig of 4 Battalions of 
Nnti\o Infantrj 2 TcHnca Corp^ and one of Nojeebs and 2,500 IrrcRuhrs 
Cavolo on the ‘^tU No\cmhcr The pnmao object to ^hich he v.3s order 
cd to direct his attention was that of inlcrccptin^ cncm> s Infanlr> and 
guns tiun n their march towards Palfala ihctc liad been cfTccted their 
escape bcvoid K\tul b> forced marches of IS cots dail> before Colonel 
Burn could i>ossibI\ reach that place, he therefore altered his direction by 
advice of Bhj\a I^nl Singh who joined him on the Sth and proceeded b> the 
route of Poondrt*c hclwt^tn Tnnmndr and Ishmailabid to Pccnah a place 
tnglitccn cost cist of Painh which he rsiclied on the 8tli No\t.mbcr and 
haltc<l tlicrc t II the 17lh 

Holkar V movements had during this tr\tcrval been so ambiguous that 
It w-^i difhcull to determine whether he intended lo<illempt the passage of 
the Suticdge or to n«ovc fowirJs the IhkincT desert and endeavour to effect 
Ins escape hj that route from the dangers wherewith he was surrounded 
this will appear more cicarl) from the following details of that Chieftains 
muvcmeiiti md opcntioni 

llolkar s departure from Patiala look place as has been alread> mention 
cJ on tin. 6 h November He had dunng his sla> at that place been reduc 
cd to huch distress for moncj that he was obliged to sell and dispose of 
great pirt of hii gold and silver plate for the support of his clamorous 
followers hiom the best account which have been received he told gold 
"rticlcs to the amount of one lack of rupees and seventeen maun U of 
iilvcr phlc valued it ttxlj thousand these with fiftv thousand rupees which 
he received for bills upon Jaipur appear to hare been the whole of hii 
pecuniary supplies during his detention there for it docs not ^pear that 
he received an> considerable sum from Saheb Singh or the Knnee hu 
witi and his depredations on the couAtry never extended to the seizure of 
propert) but were confind to the slinding hancit which he uved as forage 
for nis country 

Ho'kar waw joined by hli infantry and guns on the 6th at a short dii 
tance from Patiala and on the 11th reached Malhcrc Kotelah 26 com from 
that plycc but equally convenient either for the route through Bikaner or 
for the crossing of the Sutlej as might appear advisable. 

Holkir s movement to Kotalat Royar and Malboody on the 13th had 
0 more decided appearance and seemed to indicate hii intention of entering 
the Punjab He appears however to have been much influenced in the 
route wh’ch he adopted b) the prospect of the contributions which he 
alwavs levied in greater or Icn proportion from every plar* of note at 
which he arrived 

On the 15th Holkar i armv reached Goojumul within seven coss of 
the buddeh^nah Ghaut upon the Sutlej On the 16th and 18th Holkar 
marched thirteen m«a W S W direction still however keeping within six 
or eight coss of the river whilst every exertion was used and high rewards 
oScr«l for the diicov cry of a ford 

On the 20th Holkar encamped near the town of Butseah which he 
pillaged and all accounts agree in stating that he obtained great booty at 
thu place which appearr more probable as from this period the complaints 
of want of money among his followers hove been less frequent In con 
sequence of the urgent request of roost of the pnncipal Sikh Chiefs on this 
side of the Sutlej Lord Lake had advanced with the Army under his 
personal command into the Sikh country and hod pushed Colonel Bum s 
division forward to Patiala These movements alarmed Holkar who on 
the 2l8l of November made a forced March of 25 com back to the Sadehans 
Ghaut and on the 2?nd moved 4 com weit along the banks of the nver to 
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d the Bhalade Serny or Bharra Ghat Upon his arrival at that plac^he found 

"i that a body of Sikhs on the opposite side of the river had taken possession 

of all the boats at which he was so much incensed that he ordered them to 
be commanded As this proved of no avail he retired to his tent m ^reat 
j distress and consulted with Karim Singh what was to be done Kerem 

J Singh undertook to negotiate with them and desired Holkar to have it 

h previously proclaimed through his camp that no plundering would be 

^ allowed on the other side of the river and that the greatest care must be 

^ taken that no injury should be done to the cultivation 

After this preliminaiy step Kerem Singh co'mmenced his negotiation 
and met with complete success, though we have no detail of the means 
; , whereby he accomplished it 

r 

[ On the 22nd Army began to cross over and on the 23rd the whole had 

reached the opposite side 

At this time Colonel Burn was within 32 coss of thp Ghaut and the 
gland army under Lord Lake had reached Patiala a delay of two days longer 
would most certainly have proved Hofkar’s destruction 

The contributions levied by Holkar since his departure from Patiala 
appear by the last information to ’have been as follows — 


Rs 


From Saheb Singh for the protection 
villages on his route 

of certain 

* 10,000 

Malhere Kotela 


12,000 

Chawdee 


9,000 

Mahawdee 

» 

14,000 

Busseah 


18,000 

Kote 

• • 

7,000 

Jagroon 

- 

18,000 

Kotela Rayan 

• • 

12,000 

Bulwundee 


8,000 


Total 

1,08,000 


This is independent of the plunder of Busseah which is said to have 
been very considerable but cannot be ascertained Holkar’s fears of the 
British armies appear not to have subsided on his crossing the Sutlej as he 
has continued his flight by rapid marches plundering the country as he past 

He has hitherto met with no opposition and has indeed by mixing in 
all the quarrels of the petty Chiefs generally prevailed on one party to ai ^ 
Him m his excess on another he continues his endeavours to support the 
spiiits of his followers by assurances of support and aid from Runjeet Singh 
of Lahore and the Afghan monarch of Kabul but as the ^ of such 

hopes must soon be obvious It is difficult to think that he will be able to 
subsist his army for a much longer period and the svstem of plunder vhich 
he has adopted seems likely to accelerate his rum and to ensure the ulti- 
mate destruction of the contemptible rabble of which his army is composed 
58 
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teller No 5 —Colonel Close intimates that the contents of the corres- 
pondence of the Ilolkar and Slndhla nlth the Prcndi authoriUes 
In Mauritius for military aid a;?ainsl the Enfilish, has been corro- 
borated b> the documents seized from three Trench prisoners In 
Toona 

uom-colonu ciosr 

fo-lHC GOVTKNOU GTNI KAl 

Toono \Sih December 1605 

1 do m)jiclf (lie honour to communicate the following particulars m 
continuation of the subject of m\ cliipalch to >our nddrcri under date the 
20ih ultimo 

Since that period I lia\c furifitr learnt tiial the letters etc from 
l^onlat Itao Smdia and Jesnant Itao lloIkar to the Trench Go^cmmcn^ 
ucrc di'.cntched from Hindostan in April or Mi) last that these letters 
arc in rcplj to the address to the Indian Chieftains from the Go\cmor of 
the hfauritius of which copies bcinnc different numbers were in possession 
of the three I rench prisoners who dcrc deli\crcd over to tnc Unlish Gov 
crnmcnl at tl is Stitiop b) order of the Teshwa in Tcbruir) 1804 That 
the letters in question recapitulate the contents of the French AddrCJ* 
assent wholl) to its different statements -nnd anxiouil) solicit the aid of nn 
Luropcin I orcc to be landed if pouiblc near the mouth of the Indus or 
should that bt found impracticable at in> other spot on the Western side 
of India that might be judged most convenient that in moving to the 
Northward amongst the Sikhs i part of Ilolkar s plan is to conciliate the 
Chiefs of that Nation to co-opcraic with him and nil colleagues against the 
hngliih should the expected reinforcement from Furopc arrive and that 
hii correspondence with the Court of Caboul has q iimilnr air as that Gov 
ernment would have the means of facilitating the operations of iht rein 
forcement matcnall) should it land at the northern point particuiany 
recommended That from the beginning Ilolkar has taken the most 
active part in the project and apparcnll) taken the greatest interest in its 
success and that occordmgh bis present oi jcwcW etc for the FTttveh 
Government is more costlj than that sent by Sindio That the project has 
been communicated to the Mahratto Chieftains of an> consequence m the 
Deccan and that at one time the probability of its success was regarded 
with serious attention by some of the principal persons at this Durbar 

The foregoing information refers to the same source at that formerly 
communicated 


Letter No 6 —The writer intimates that negotiations for a peace with the 
British Government have been conducted by the Agents of the 
Holkar in a satisfactory manner The details of the terms and 
discussions regarding them contained in a number of letters which 
form enclosures to letter No 72 of Volume 2 and arc printed at 
the end of this letter 

From— J MALCOLM 

To~N B EDMONSTONE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMEhTT 
Camp near Avurgarh the 8th Jamiary 1806 

I am commanded by the right HonTjIc Lord Lake to communicate to 
you for the information of the Hon blc the Governor-General the parti 
culars of the negotiations which terminated in the conclusion of the 
present treaty of peace with Jeswant Rio Holkir 
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The first oveitures from that Chief were made m indirect manner by 
Shaikh Habibullah, and Balia Ram Sait tv,^o of his confidential oflicers 
applying for leave to come to the British Camp They were not in the first 
instance furnished with the proper credentials but on their ascertaining 
that they would be favourably received they obtained the necessary letters 
and weie in consequence publicly negotiated as accredited agents of 
Jeswant Rao Holkar, with a view of conveving to the Hon’ble the Gover- 
nor-General the fullest information upon important negotiation which 
ensued with the Vakeels I transmit the minutes of mv different confer- 
ences with them to which an appendix is annexed which contains translation 
of all the letters that past during the negotiation 

This document will I am assured fully satisfy the Governor-General 
that every effort has been used to effect this settlement in the mode the 
most favourable to the interests of the British Government He will 1 
trust approve the principle upon which the negotiation has been conducted 
as Well as of the slight deviations which attention to that principle required 
to be made from the letter of his instructions of the Right Hon’ble Lord 
Lake under date the 26th of November, as fai as it is possible to judge 
from the circumstances which have occurred during this negotiation 1 
should conclude Jeswant Rao Holkar to be sincerely desirous of peace 
with the British Government and I am satisfied that the manner in which 
it has been conducted has been calculated to make the most salutary im- 
pressions upon the minds of that Chief and his adherents of the justice, 
powei and liberality of the British Government 


Minutes of a 'conference, behoeen Lieut -Colonel John Malcolm end Balla- 

ram Sait and Shaihh Habibullah Vahils from Jeswant Rao Holkar held 

in Camp on the banks of the Beyah River on the 1st of January 1806 

Lieut -Colonel Malcolm informed the Vakeels that he had sent for 
them by desire of Lord L^ke to communicate to them two very extra- 
ordinary letters which had been received two days ago from Meer Khan 
These letters were the Colonel said to the address of Captain Skinner and 
himself They were both but particularly the former improper and insolent 
m a degree However much the Colonel said it might be the wish of Lord 
Lake to treat such a communication with silent contempt he felt obliged 
trom the state of the negotiation and the rank which Meer Khan held 
among Holkar’s adherents to notice this communication He had accord- 
ingly written to Holkar upon the subject and enclosed to that Chief copies 
of the answers which he had directed to be written to Meer Khan An 
answer the Colonel said was just received from Jeswant Rao Holkar which 
with all the letters referring to this subject. Lord Lake had desired the 
Colonel to show them and to "demand any further explanation they could 
give 

Shaikh Habibullah said they had that mome'nt received a letter from 
their master upon this subject and that they could assure Lord Lake that 
Meer Khan did not possess the power that he boasted -and that he was 
entirely under Holkar’s orders, his insolent letters were they said the 
production of a low character which (in spite of all his fortune) he saw 
Meer Khan, Shaikh Habibullah added, had been one intoxicated with 
Success Jeswant Rao had in the hour of triumph given him Rohilkhand 
and it was not surprising if a man of his character felt and expressed dis- 
appointment at a settlement which did away his golden hopes for ever, but 
the Shaikh “^dded he like all others will be soon reconciled to the present 
arrangement 
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Colonel Malcolm cxnrc^icd Ins belief tint tin* letter of Mccr Khan 
wai an arlificc and said il U jnd ilolkar had an> kno^skd^e of it that 
hik conduct vsai moft unuorth> The Vakccli liouc\cr \^crL pusiiivc thk 
wn» Impossible Thc> took their tense afttr promuinR to v.riic to Jcsuani 
Kao Ilolkar on the subject 


Vol 2 — J nclosiirc No 4 to letter No 72 

Uinfftc‘5 of o conference / tent C o/o»r/ John Malcolm end Tlalla 

Ham Sail one iilwikh Ilahtbullah \afrils jrom Jcsirant Hao Ilotbnt 

held in T amf) on the hank of the licyoh rncr on the \th of Jantiar) 

1806 

Colonel Malcolm informed the VnKccU lint he ha 1 sent for them bv 
orders of I<4)rd Lake to dciirc the) svould leave Camp as llii f^rdship 
considered the negotiation at an end Dertmjee not having >et arrived 
with the treat) acid four dajs Ind elapsed since that person left camp 
under a positive cngaccmcnt of returning in two da>i after having obtain 
cd Its ralificaticm fnis unaccountable dcla> combined with the reports 
which had been rcccistd of Holkax * continued efforts to engage Raja 
Kanjit Singh to espouse hii interests had convinced Lord Lake of the 
insinccnt) of their master flit Lordship therefore desired that the 
Vakeels would leave Camp and it was his intention to march next day and 
recommence the most active hostilities against Jcswnnt Rao Holkar with 
whom after the evasion and deceit which had been practised upon this 
occasion Hii Lordship was resolved never again to enter into 3n> negotia 
tion whatever 

ilal aram Sait said there was loo much truth in what Colonel Malcolm 
had stated and that his Lordship was |utt]> incensed but he trusted he 
woul be able to explain the delay winch had Occurred in a manner that 
would present the necessity of adopting the extreme measures which were 
in contemplation Hit master was he said surrounded by pcrtoni uo 
rquaintcd with the British character and these continued to persuade him 
that by persevering m h\i demands some further concessions might be 
obtained Both himself and Shaikh HabtbuIIah Balia Ram Sait added had 
done every thing in their power to remove this unfortunate iraprcsiion and 
to satisfy Jcfwant Rao that no alteration could be expected m Lord Lake s 
resolution and that he was only injuring hU own interests b> a further delay 
J heir representations would have been attended witli cfTcct liad it not 
been for the voluntary interference of Ranjit Singli who had promis 
ed to obtam Lord Lake s consent to the cession of tank. Rampoorab and to 
the immediate delivery of all the posiewlons south of the Taptec Jeswant 
Rao Holkar had vesterdav sent ucrcmjcc with a modified copy of the 
Treaty to huttev Singh Alloowalla to whom Ranjit Singh had written to be 
the channel of nit mediation with Lord Lake Futtey Singh Ballaram 
laid had however refused to interfere in a manner the most decided and had 
told Dertmjee in plain language (hat if hit master did not settle with the 
British Government immediately he was resolved to join that Government 
to attack him Ihii open and manlv declaration had caused Deremjee to 
go back instantly from Futtey Singh s Camp which was on the opposite 
bank of the river and he had sent a message to them of what had past and 
the> had Ballaram said no doubt but Jeswant Rjio Holkar disappointed in 
this last effort would immediately affix his signature to the Treaty and they 
earnestly hoped His Lordship would consent to wait another day or two 
before he broke off a negotiation which was so near a happy conclusion 

Colonel Malcolm observed that he had no doubt of the truth of their 
latcment as all that part of it which related to Deremjee s mission to 
huttey Singh had bew before communicated by that Chief but that Lord 
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Lake considered this last act of Jeswant Rao Holkar as an aggravation ot 
his former conduct and could not, in the hope that his disappointment in 
this instant would produce a change, Consent to any further delay The 
Vakeels after endeavouring for some time but without effect to prevail on 
Colonel Malcolm to, solicit Lord Lake to wait two days more informed the 
' Colonel that un er the circumstances they were placed thev had no option 
but that of leaving Camp and breaking off the negotiation of showing 
Colonel Malcolm the communications which they had received two days 
ago from their master and they had determined upon the latter and were 
satisfied the perusal of that document would remove every doubt of 
Jeswant Rao Holkar’s sincerity They immediately sent a horseman to 
their tents who returned with a letter to tticir address fi-om Jeswant Rao 
Holkar which they gave Colonel Malcolm to read Its contents briefly 
stated his approbation of their past exertions and directed them to continue 
their efforts but under no event to allow the negotiation to be broken off 
as he was determined to make peace and would ultimately agree to the 
terms which Lord Lake had offered He informed them of Runjit Singh’s 
professed mediation which he said he had accepted in the hope it might 
succeed If it did not he directed the Vakeels to signify his unqualified 
consent to the Treaty as it stood 

Lieut -Colonel Malcolm after perusing this letter said he would inform 
Lord Lake of its contents and that he had no doubt His Lordship would 
be pleased with thei opinions and candour with which the Vakeels lud on 
this occasion acted Colonel Malcolm went to Lord Lake’s tent to inform 
His Lordship of what nad past and take his orders and on return he inform- 
ed the Vakeels that Lord Lake considered the circumstance of their having 
produced their instructions, to have made a great alteration in the question 
and he would agree to wait two days more but as this was the last of delay 
to which he would ever consent he thought it best that one of the Vakeels 
should go to their master and the other might remain in Camp till the 
period of two days had expired when if the Treaty was not ratified and 
everything concluded to His Lordship’s satisfaction he also should receive 
his dismission The Va-keels expiessed their gratitude at this further 
indulgence which they said they were obliged to confess the late proceed- 
ings of their Master had not merited It was immediately settled that 
Shaikh Habibullah should proceed to Holkar’s camp and that he should 
return to the place to which Lord Lake intended to march (which was 
within 20 miles of Onnunt Sir) in the course of the next day or the day 
after with the ratified Treaty. A letter was_ prepared from Lord Lake to 
Jeswant Rao Holkar and given to Shaikh ' Habibullah after which the 
Vakeels returned to their tents 


Translation of a letter from Amir Kha'i to Captain Skinner 

I have been hitherto prevented from addressing you by a' sense of 
propriety which appeared to preclude our correspondence in the relative 
situations which we held to each other The treaty which is now conclud- 
ed between the Maharaja and the British Government has removed the 
obstacles which prevented our intercourse and I eagerly seize the oppor- 
tunity thus afforded 

Lord Lake has been pleased to adopt measures for establishing the 
tranquility of India, but I am surprised that his wisdon and foresight did 
,not dictate the propriety of a territorial assignment for my support The 
ancient possessions of the Afghans m Rohilkhund and the Dooab have all 
fallen under the British dominion and my onlv idea in joining Holkar m 
the late war, was to procure for myself an adequate establishment m those 
parts at the return of peace 
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You Tsill lia\L heard ihat General Wcll«lt> olTercd me at u former 
period 0 coniidemblc territory In llic Deccan and that Captain nailllc alir> 
proficred me lomLthinR similar In Uun leikhnd but the cxittim* cnfjagc 
rnent* between m>rclf and Holkar made me at that time reject both these 
eitablithmcnts and 1 ha\c addreticd >ou to i3> that if you ha\c any regard 
for the future trannuilily of Hindustan and the quiet of Its peaceable 
inhabitants you will represent these circumstances to His Lordship and 
procure me a suitable and adequate territorial provision, for this will 
prevent the occurrence of mv future disturbances in the company s posies- 
tloni 1 must have informed you that the rise and continuance pf Holkar t 
power has been entirely ouln^ to the strenj^h of my arm and that although 
a peace has been concluded with him tranquillity can never be re-established 
Without my assent and concurrence for that providence which has enabled 
me to raise Holkar to power may alio in a still greater decree prosper my 
endeavours in favour of any other person whom I moy chouse ncrcaftcr to 
set up The King of Kabul my countryman will always be ready to espouse 
the cause of the Afghans and to vindicate their rights by an inv*asion of 
Hindustan and I leave you to }tidgc of the consequences if then fort the 
British Government have any desire for permanent repose hey will 
consider much of my claims and favour me with a speedy answer The 
stability of the British power rests solely upon their pecuniary resources 
and then system of discipline My claims to dominion arc founded upon 
tnc more natural rights of birth and the lonj; fcitlcmcnt of my countrymen 
in these regions I also must further acquaint vou that if a peace is con- 
cluded with Holkar without my participation he will remain alone in the 
midst of his army for you may consider all his followers as m> dependants 
nor can all the power of the British Government compel me to letlrc to 
obscurity or shield their subjects and possessions from my activity You 
have great troubles before you and I give you fair warning that you may 
not hereafter reproach me with havlog taken you by surprise 

His Lordships conduct In having retained the countries of Tonk» 
Ranvpoorah and Jalporc which formerly constituted my establishment ii 
in the 'highest degree thoughticu and shows a great w’ant of policy of good 
tense 

Considering you to be my friend I have made you this communica 
tion and you may act upon it as you think proper 

A true translation 

C POSLLY Captain 


Translation oj a fetter jrom the Right Hon blc Lord I^fee to 
Jonront Rao Holkar written on the 28th Dccepiber 

I have been much surprised at tho contents of two letters written by 
Mccr Khan to the address of Lieutenant Colonel Malcolm and Captain 
Skinner and here is enclosed copies of them for your information ns also 
of the answers which those gentlemen have sent him in reply by mv 
directions 

YVhen I entered into negotiations with you t certainly imagined that 
you possessed absolute command and control over all your followers and 
dependents but should there be a shadow of truth in what Meet Khan 
takes upon him to assert the contrary will oppear to be the ease 

In concluding an arrangement of such importance as a Treaty of peace 
between states it is necessary that T should be fully acqtiaintcd with the 
ground upon which I proceed and I therefore request that vou will afford 
me eiphcit information with regard to the degree of authonty which you 
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reslly do possess m your own army fof should it appear that there exists 
any doubt upon this subject, no relicncc can be placed upon the Treaty 
which wc are now negotiating 

It IS proper that you should immediately adopt measures in order to 
remove that doubt which these letters are calculated to excite for should 
no vigorous step be taken upon the occasion it may cause the suspension 
of the friendly negotiation already commenced between the states No delay 
ought to occur in this affair 

The time stipulated for the arrival of your ratification to the treaty is 
already elapsed Delay in affairs of the magnitude are dangerous and im- 
pioper. 

A true translation 

C PASLEY, Captain 

Translation oj a letter jrom Lieutenant-Colonel Malcolm to Amir Khan. 

Your letters to my address and that of Captain Skinner have been 
‘received and submitted to the perusal of Lord Lake 

His Lordship after having understood tjieir contents observed that the 
Holkar family have long been established with sovereign authority in 
Hindoostan, that the British Government never wished to subvert any 
established power whatever, much less one with which they have entered 
into a friendly negotiation, but that Ameer Khan cannot be considered as 
d participator in the dominion of that family since if he should possess any 
such pretensions they have never been recognised by this Government but 
rest entirely between himself and Jeswant Rao Holkar 

With regard to the establishments offered to Meer Khan by General 
Wellesley, Captain Baillie, these His Loidship obseiwed were merely with a 
view to weaken the power of Holkar then at war with the British Govern- 
ment and that if Meer Khan had acceded to them when made, he would of 
course have reaped the benefits thereof Now that a peace is about to be 
concluded with the Maharajah, all his servants and dependants must (His 
Lordship observed) be considered as entirely subject to his control and 
juthcritv and remain perfectly unknown and unnoticed by the British Gov- 
ernment. 

With regard to the more absurd and ridiculous parts of Meer Khan’s 
letter, they meant no reply 

The above are the observations' which His Lordship was pleased to 
make upon this occasion 

A true translation, 

C PASLEY, Captain 

^ Translation of a letter from the Right Hon hie Loid Tjake to 
Jeswant Rao Ho‘lkar dispatched on 2nd of January 1806 

Upon the first arrival of your Plenipotentiaries in, my Camp for the 
purpose of negotiating a peace, their demands appeared to me unreasonable 
and inadmissible, as I had however already declared my readiness to enter 
into negotiations it would have been inconsistent with the open sincerity of 
the British Character to have refused them a patient hearing Their pro- 
positions were therefore severally discussed and the terms of a treaty were 
at length finally agreed upon by both parties and your vakeels received one 
copy thereof signed and sealed by myself, delivering to me at the same time 
a counterpart under their own seals and signature with a stipulation that 
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youl ratification thereto ihot^d be procured in the counc of three days 
hurllicr (or thii purpose ho’ftcNcr llie> rct|iicstcH pcrmusion to repair per 
•onoll) to >our presence v.hich procccdint^ I confcntcU to thouttn it 
•appeared to bt. uttcrlj inconnsitnt with llicir oHicial cliaracicri of plcnl 
potcnharics TIic\ accordmul) dci'nrlcd but upon their return I \3i sur 
priKitl bv their deliver) of new propositions instead of tliosc which had 
alrcnd) been settled and ai,rccd upon As no deviation liovscvcr could 
poMibl) be admitted from what had been thus formcrl) arranifLd they 
apain consented to the orimmi treats and rciiiiestcd two d3>i toncer for 
obtaininfi tit ratification Tin* also ssas cranfqd and I have now patiently 
awaited the result (ill the morning of the fourth da> hut all in vain It 
has therefore bccomi. apparent that the nctiolntion in question liai been 
cntircl) dt'ccption for there are onh Iwo rcaiom winch 1 can poitibly 
assicn for this dela) cither that joii arc yourself disinclined lo a peace or 
that you do not possess sufficient oathoritj for Us final concluiion without 
the concurrence of >our own refractors chieftains In either of whicli eases 
the ncf^otiations tiius set on foot must have been cquall) illusive and 
insincere 

our Vakeels have now been lionorabl) dismissed from m> camp, and 
will soon pa> >oii their rcrpccls "^ou must tliercfore consider the ncuotia 
tioni to be entircl) broken off and the treat) which >ou previously rcrc ved 
from your Vakeels under my seal and tiRmluic as nvill and void 

A true translation 


C POSICY 
Captom 

Mtnufci of a coufcrcucr brlx^rcn f feut Colonel John Moleolm and Balia 
Bam Satt and Shnflh llahih I Halt persons enl/inf theinsrirrs Vafreeis 
of Jcftrant Bao Holkar held in Camp on the Bonks of the De\ah river 
on the 20t/i /Jcecm6cr 1805 

Lieut Colonucl Malcolm asked Shaikh Hnhibulhh and Balia Ram Sait 
if the) had anv letters from Jcshwanl Rno Holkar on their reply me m the 
ncjjativc he told them they could not Iv' considered os Vakeels They said 
they were satisfied they could not but If there vVas a disposition to treat of 
which Jeswant Roo Holkar had doubts the) would soon be furnished with 
credentials 1 icut Colonel Malcolm snid t ord Lake would flrant J'^swnnt 
Rao Holkar terms provided those were of a nature to give the British 
Government and Us allies full sccuntv oifalnst the future excesses of that 
chief Shaikh Habibullah osked if Colonel Malcolm would permit him to 
state bis master s reasons for sendinff this mission and the clpectatloni he 
had formed from its success On I icut Colonel Malcolm assenting the 
Sk made a studied speech respecting the irreat qualities of Jcsvrnnt Rao 
Holkar who however he admitted was now convinced that his smelc efforts 
against the British State were fruitless and thnt imnression combined with 
a laudable wish of rcBtonng peace to India had inclined him to the present 
overture and that hia cxpectationt were limited to the full and undisturbed 
possession of the territories and rmht of the Holkar family Lieut 
Colonel Malcolm in reply informed him that though they were not yet 
vested with powers as accredited Vakeels should be he had objection 
either to hear what was stated or t5 inform them nf the principles upon 
^ich the British Government would make peace with Jeswant Rao Holkar 
The past conduct of that Chieftain he tni'i had not been such as to inspire 
much confidence and the greatest difficulty in a settlement would he the 
nature of the secunty which (he British Government must take against the 
future possible excesses of that Chief The Vakeels began to extoll their 
master and stated that no pence (?) conld not be a doubt Juiwant Rito 
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IS a treaty which had been drawn out after the most mature reflection 
which was grounded on the most just and liberal principles and con- 
d every cession that could (in Lord Lake’s opinion) be made to 
mt Rao Holkar consistent with a due regard for the security of the 
sh Government and its allies It was neither. Colonel Malcolm added, 
d to Lord Lake’s high rank nor the present commanding btate oi the 
sh power to make any proposition but that which it was resolved to 
Ltain and the Vakeels after hearing the treaty would be able at once to 
a decided answer whether their master agieed to it or not .md such 
nswer was what Lord L'ake required as he had adopted the present 
1 and decided proceeding with a view of avoiding all delay whatever 
le negotiation Colonel Malcolm after these observations lead the 
wing draft of a treaty 


Treaty of peace and amity between the British Government 
and Jeswant Rao Holkar 

Whereas disagreement has arisen between the British Government and 
ant Rao Holkar, and it is now the desire of both parties to restore 
ual harmony and concord, the following articles of agreement are 
efore concluded between Lieut -Colonel Malcolm on the part of the 
I’ble Company and Shaikh Habibullah and Bala Ram Sait on tne part 
eswant Rao Holkar, the said Lieut -Colonel John Malcolm having 
lal authority for that purpose from the right Hon’ble Lord Lake Com- 
der m Chief, His Lordship aforesaid being invested with full, powers 
authority from the Hon’ble Sir G H Barlow, Bart -Governor General, 
Said Shaikh Habibullah and Bala Ram Sait also duly invested with full 
ers on the part of Jeswant Rao Holkar 

cl^lst — ^The British Government engages to abstain from the prosecu 
of hostilities against Jeswant Rao Holkar, and to consider him hence- 
h as the friend of the Hon’ble Company, Jeswant Rao Holkar agreeing 
his part, to abstain from all measures and proceedings of an hostile 
ire against the British Government and its allies, and from all measures 
proceedings m any manner directed to the injury of the British Govern- 
it or its allies 

icle 2nd — Jeswant Rao Holkar hereby renounces all right and title to 
districts of Tonk, Rampoora, Boondee, Sameydee, Bamungaum, Decg 
other places north of the Chumbul and now in the occupation of the 
tish Government 

tele 3rd — ^The Hon’ble Company hereby engages to leave no concern 
b the ancient possessions of the Holkar family in Malwa or with any of 
Rajas situated to the South of the Chumbul and the Hon’ble Company 
se to deliver over immediately to Jeswant Rao Holkar, such of the 
lent possessions of the Holkar family in the Deccan now m the occupa- 
1 ot the Hon’ble Company as are situated south of the River Tap+ee, 
h the exception of the fort and pergimnah of Chandore The fort and 
gunnah of Ambar and Seaghaiim and the villages and pergunnah situated 
Lhe southward of the river Godaverj^ which will remain in the possession 
the Hon’ble Company The Hon ble Companv however in considera- 
n of the respectability of the Holkar family further engages that in the 
nt of the conduct of Jeswant Rao Holkar, being such as to satisfy that 
:e of his amicable and peaceable intentions towards the British Govern- 
nt and its allies ’t will at lhe expiration of eighteen months from the 
e of this Treaty restore to the family of Holkar the forts of Chandoie 
i Jalna and thmr respective districts, the pergunnahs of Amber and 
ighaum and the districts formerly belonging to the Holkar family 
lated to the south of the Godavery 
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Article Ath ~-Jc%\vant Rao Ilolkar licrcbv renoun c* all claim to the di*- 
trict of Koonch m the province of Bundtlkhund and all claimi of every 
dcicription In that province 

Article St/i—Juwant Rao ilolkar licrcb> rtnounctfc all claim* of every 
description upon the Urituh Government and it* allit* 

Article 6t/i— Jes^am Rao liolkir hereby i.nuai,i.* never to entertain to hi* 
service Luropean* of any dckcriptlon whctliLr Hritikh jubjcct or other* 
without the consent of thu Rritiih Government 

Artjch 7th — ^Juuant Kao Holkar hercb} cnifage* not to admit into hi* 
council* or ecrvicc berjee Kao Ghaulka a* that individual ha* been pro- 
claimed ai an enemy to the Kriilih Government 

j4rlic/e 8t/i — Upon the foregoing condition* Jc*wanl Rao Holkar »haH be 
permitted to return to liinuoilan without being mole&led by the Uriiiih 
Government and the liritiili Guvernriieni will not interfere in any manner 
n the concern* of JesMaiit Kao Holkar It i* however stipulated that 
Jeswant Kao Holkar shall immediately upon llie Irealy being signed and 
ratified proceed toward* liindoslan by a route which leave* the own* of 
Rutleealah KhHnl) Jheend and thu countries of the Hun ble Company and 
the Kaja of Jaiporc on the left and Jcswant Rao Holkar engage* on hi* 
route to make hi* troop* abitain from plunder and that they shall com 
mit no act of hostility in any of the countries through which they may pas* 

;lrtic/c 9th —Thu Trcaiv eoniuiing of nine article* being this day settled 
by Lieut Colonel John Malcolm on the part of the Hon ble Company and 
by Shaikh Habibutlah and llallaratn Sait on the part of Jeswant Rao 
Holkar, Lieutenant Colonel John Malcolm ha* delivered one copy thereof 
in Pcriian and Lnglish signed and sealed by himself and confirmed by the 
seal and signature of the Right Hon ble Lord Lake to said Shaikh 
Habibullah and Balaram Sait who on their part have delivered to Lieut 
Colonel John Malcolm a counterpart ot the same signed jnd caled by 
thcniiclvcj and engage to deliver smother copy thereof duly ratified by 
Jeswant Kao Holkar (o the Right Hon ble Lord Lake in the space of three 
days the said Lieut Colonel John Malcolm also en^gmg to deliver to 
them a countcrpait of the same duly ratified by the Hon ble the Governor 
General within the space of one month from thi* date 

The Vakeel* li»tencd with great attention to the draft of the Treaty and 
then proposed it should bo read over article by article m order that a full 
discuuion might take place of the whole. Colonel Malcolm required to 
know if they objected to iho principle upon which it wa* drawn up that 
of combining the object of rc*toring the Holkar family to most of it* ancient 
po*»eMions with a due attcotioo to »uch precaution* a* were rendered 
necc*»arv by the personal character of Jc*want Kao Holkar it* prc*ent 
ostensible representative. The VakeeJ* laid they admitted the justice of 
this principle but hoped some parts of the Treaty would be altered the 
Colonel said that no change* could be admitted m the Treaty that cither 
affected the principle upon which it wa* grounded or that altered In an 
essential manner any of it* leading »tipulations but that there would bo 
no objex-lion to any lesser modification* a* the Brili*h Government was 
iinccrc in lU desire to establish peace if that could be effected with any hope 
or security and permanence 

The Treaty wa* now read article by article the 2nd was the first article 
on which a discussion took place Balaram Sait observed that it was 
impossible hi* master could ever agree to the cession* therein sUpuJated 
lonk Kampoora and other place* mentioned in the article were some of 
the moit ancient pouejnons of the Holkar family and that they could not 



461 


be abandoned without disgrace Colonel Malcolm observed in reply that 
il Balaram had expressed his master’s sentiments there was an end of the 
negotiation as he could positively inform them the British Government 
would not recede from this demand and that a cession of all territories 
north of the Ghumbul had been demanded from Sihdia to which iliat Chiet 
had readily acceded The object ot this demand, the Colonel said was 
neither the acquisition ot revenue or power but the establishment of a 
clear and distinct line ot demarcation between the Mahrattas and the 
British Goveinmenl and this was considered as indispensable to preserve 
in future the relations ot amity and concord between these states The 
reasoning ot Balafam Sait appeared, the Colonel said, most extraordinary 
m supposing that the cession could not be mahe oecause the territories had 
belonged to the Holkar family for sixty or seventy years but he should 
lecoliect that a chiet wishing to preserve his own possessions should be 
cautious how he attacked those, of others for the moment war commence 
the whole were thrown into hazard and if his efforts were unsuccessful he 
was likely to be reduced to the necessity of sacrihcing part of his dominions 
to preserve the rest Jeswant Kao had, the Colonel said, notoriously the 
aggression m the present contest, he had commenced hostilities against the 
British Government without the sm illest provocation On his complete 
failure it was unnecessary to expatiate, but when the Vakeels reflected on 
the state ot their master s power at the period he commended war and on 
his present condition they assuredly could anticipate nothing but his com- 
plete ruin trom the iurther continuance oi so unequal a contest and under 
that fair view of the case they must be sensible ot the great generosity of 
the British Government in ottering the present terms or inueed m giving 
any terms whatever to an enemy so reduced and to one who was not only 
the aggressor but whose hostility against that Government had been marked 
by acts of the greatest atrocity Ine Vakeels both said they did i ot mean 
to contend that their master was equal to a contest with the British Govern- 
ment nor could they deny that he had been the hrst aggressor m the present 
war He had commenced it with hopes which were now for ever aban- 
doned and his present ambition was limited to the peaceable enjoyment of 
his family possessions The possession of d onk, Rampoora was Shaikh 
Habibullan saia of importance as it enabled Holkar to exact the tribute 
trom the Rajah ot Jaipore ‘ Colonel Malcolm observed that it could be 
of no use m that respect as an article of the Treaty stipulated that Jeswant 
Rao Holkar renounce all claims upon the British Government and its 
allies and the Raja of Jaipore was one of the allies of that state The 
right to the tribute of Jgipore was, Bala Ram said, of every old standing, that 
tribute was considerable (3 lacks of rupees) and he did not conceive his* 
master could be brought to abandon it He therefore trusted that the 
British Government when peace with his master turned upon a point of 
this nature, would not sacrifice that blessing by adhering to an engagement 
which was attended with little political and no pecuniary advantage to 
that state Colonel Malcolm with same warmth informed Balaram Sait 
that he was little acquainted With the character of the British Government 
it he conceived it ever saenfied its faith from motives of expediency That 
state the Colonel observed owed its present power m India to its reputa- 
. tion and no consideration of obtaining advantages however great or of 
avoiding danger however imminent, would ever lead to any measure that 
affected m the slightest degree that reputation on which it might truly be 
said Its existence depended Bala Ram Sait assented to the truth of what 
Colonel Malcolm had said respecting ’the character for good faith of the 
British Government but stated his apprehension that Jeswant Rao would 
not consent to the renunciation of the tribute Colonel Malcolm replied 
that if his apprehensions were well grounded the negotiation was at an end, 
for It was a point which never could be conceded by Lord Lake Shaikh 
Habibullah observed in a manner that the Rajah of Jynagar had entitled 
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himtclf tp Xl)c graliludc of iIjc Briliili Go>trnnitnl by dclucnng up the 
utnon of tile untortunalc Vizecr All who lud taken siicllcr in liis^capital 
Lieut Colonel Malcolm eJKjire^vetl to the biuikh his ailonishment and 
indignation to tins observation winch wa^ as absurd as it was disrefepe\tf il 
and uoiuitcd to the chancier m which he ivas received Did he mean 
Colonel Malcolm asked him to slate that the Uanh of Jaipore was to blame 
(or having resigned to jusiico an atroeious murderer who had put to 
Ue^lh an eminent Lngluh I’ublic Olhcer at a moment when he was aetually 
the ^uest of that otticer M the ver> period the assa&stn struck him was 
treating him with cver> possible kindness and aiicniion was it Colonel 
Malcolm demanded the baikh s serious opinion that such an ofTcndcr 
merited protection from nn> civilized state Did he lltink the Kaja of 
Jynig.ir would have, bexn justihed in going to war with a superior power 
Co save such a crinihia) from justice Bala liam litre entreated Colonel 
Malcolm to say no mure observing that Shqikh Mabibullah liad made a 
very wrong and imprudent observation but that he was assured he had 
mauc It inadvertently 'ind the cunduci ol Vizecr Alt was known to have 
been most atrocious and tlut the lenity of tlii, British Ctovernment m not 
punishing him with death was ever> where aeknowLdged Shaikh Habi 
biilhh asked pardon for what ind occurrvd and said he had been misunder 
stood and as a proof that no such sentiments ns I conceived existed m 
bit mind ho was ready to insert an article and the present treaty that no 
protection should he given bv Jckwani Uao hlolkir to in> oOcnocr against 
tiic British Government Colonel Malcolm said tlicre was no occasion for 
such an article il was a dui> of friendship which evcr> power in uiliaoec 
with another was expected to fulfil without the subsistence of any spc'cihe 
engagement Bala Kam then asked whether it was also meant to insist 
upon tile ecssioii of Bamungaum Decg Boondic Lakhcree and Pattuo 
Colonel Malcolm replied that all these places were north of tiic Chumbul 
and that river liad alrcadj bexn made the line of demarcation with Smdia 
and the same arrangement was judged necessary with Je^swant llao Holkar 
the fact was that Bamungaum and Dccg were to be considered m the light 
of di pendencies upon lonk Uampoora and as to Boondcc I akherce and 
Pattun they were of trifling value and eould only be deemed important as 
passes to Hmdostan but that they could be of no use to Jctvvant 
Holkar and os such be bad agaed to'^coounce all claim upon that quarter 

The Vflkecls said Pattum was a fruitful province on the banks of the 
Chumbul and on the south side of the pass lod that as it wak of no 
importance but from its revenue they trusted it would be given to Jeswant 
Rao that Lakhcree was also a vcr> desirable posieuion to that Chief and 
that Boondee though of little value was m the eyes of the Maharajah of 
the greatest coruequcnces On Colonel Malcolm enquiring the reason the 
Vakeels did not scruple to state that the Raja in favouring the English 
and m seizing one or two ot Holkar s villaccs had merited the most 
exemplary pumshraent which the Maharajah was resolved to Inflict 
Colonel Malcolm observed that if it had been possible before for Lord 
Lake to recede from the demand of this cession this open declaration of the 
intentions of their master would now render it entirely out of the ques- 
tion as it was utterly irreconcilcable to the Honour and dignity of the 
British Government to give over to the vengeance of its enemies a Chief 
whose conduct during the war bad been marlced by every effort within his 
limited means to aid its operations 

The Vakeels endeavoured to qyalify their oncmal declaration and 
said they did not mean to state that it was Holkar s mtention to destroy 
the Boondee Raja but only to punish him Colonel Malcolm waid the 
British Government would not give Jeiwont Rao Holkar the nower to do 
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fact little more than, a petty Zamindar his . personal possessions being- 
limited to the town of Boondee which commanded the pass and to a few 
villages not altogether exceeding a revenue of forty or fifty thounsand 
rupees This the Vakeels admitted and said it certainly was not a point 
upon which the negociation should be brought to an endC?) 


On the 3rd article a good deal of discussion took place The Vakeels 
wished that the obligations ofi the British Government not to interfere 
with Holkar's claims on his tributaries should be made more specific which 
Colonel Malcolm assented, they objected to the length of the period 
which a great part of Holkar’s possessions south of the Deccan were to be 
kept in the hands of the British Government principally on the ground 
that its operation would produce great distress among Jeswant Rao’s 
adherents whom his limited means would make it difficult for him to 
support Colonel Malcolm stated this article to be one of the most 
indespensable of the treaty It had been formed the Colonel said on the 
principle laid down at the commencement of the negotiation, that the 
British Government had from the personal character of Teswaijt Rao 
Holkar a right to require an adequate security against his immediate 
Inversion to those habits in which Ins life had hitherto past and this was 
the only security that it appeared practicable to take The British Govern- 
ment had in settling this treaty the Colonel added, not only to pay atten- 
tion to its own interests but to those of its allies, and a period must elapse 
before it could satisfy the Soobah of the Deccan -and the Peshwah, whom 
this article more immediately .effected, that Jeswant Rao could with 
security to these states be admitted to the enjoyment of his possessions in 
that quarter, upon the objections which the Vakeels had stated to this 
stipulation, grounded on the distress it would occasion to the adherents of 
Jeswant Rao Holkar, Colonel Malcolm observed, that if that Chief acted 
agreeable to his professions and maintained only a force adequate to his 
means no such distress could exist, but if he continued to maintain an 
Army beyond what he had resources to pay, he must early revert to the 
•.ame system of plunder which he had hii'herto followed and which after a 
variety of vicissitudes had brought him to the reduced situation in which 
he was now placed 


The Vakeels admitted the justice of thei-e observations, they howmver 
expressed their hope that some alteration woi Id yet be made in this article 
^nd B^ Ram Sait suggested that vto show there was some confidence in 
l^’s master the fort and pergunnah of Ghalna (Jalna) should be given up 
Colonel Malcolm said that as such in alteration ,was not very mateiial he 
would mention it to Lord Lake 


To the fourth article the Vakeels stated no further objections, than 
what related to the value of the province of Koonch, which though smaB 
they said was an object of consequence to Jeswant Rao Holkar in his 
reduced conduct and they entreated Colonel Malcolm would state this to 
Lord Lake without however saying that they refused the assent to the 
article as it stood I 

To the 5th and 6th articles no objection whatever were offered and an 
eaual ready assent was given to the 7th The Vakeels declaring that th^ir 
master held in the greatest abhorence the atrocious conduct of Senee Rao 
Ghautka to the British Residence, no obiection was stated to the 8th arti- 
cle further than that the Vakeels expressed their confidence that the road 
pointed out for their return to Malwa would be such as to prevent their 
suffering any distress either from want of water or provisions 



464 


At the diicuu>on» had been protracted to a late hour it wai agreed to 
retire and that Colonel Malcolm nfter flatmu all that had paued to th© 
Right Hon bit. Lord Lake should prepare a reviied draft or the Treaty 
and tliat the negutution sliould he brought to a concliinon next day 


Minutes oj a coii/crnicc bclu.ccn I tent Colonel Jo/m )/u/to/»u and Bala 
Ram and Shatlh IlahibnUab Vaktcls jroni Jcs^aiit Rao Ilolkar held 
in Camp on the banks of the llcyah rmr on the 24th oJ D >.cnibcr 
1S05. 

A pn\att and confidenttal >er\ant of Je*^sv3nt Rao Holkar s of the 
n imc of UtrcmjLc uai introduced to lliu conference I le hid been sent the 
Vakeels said to hear what pi»M.a and to convey to Jc>wanl Rio any 
engagement that might be concluded 

1 icut Colonel Malcolm informed ilie VakccU thit he had slated all 
thej^ had represented to Lord Gike and that Hi< I ordihip from a mceic 
lc>irc to conclude a price had made every iliirarion he could ponibly 
admit m the tmlv and i fair draft had been prepared lontaming these 
modifications which were \eo favourable to the interests ot Jtjwani Rao 
Holkai The first llie Colonel staled vva in the 2nd article m which 
instead of the river Chuinhul the Roondv Hill vv is mide the boundary and 
the pergurnah of Pattun which wis situated lo the south of these Hills 
remained with Jeswant Rio Holkar In the third article all mention of 
the Fort of Chalnah and its pergtinmh vvas omitted and that Portress 
would of course be immediitely delivered over to Jeiwant Rio Holkar 
Uv the fourth article as it now stood the Vakeels (Colonel Malcolm said) 
would see that the Uritisli Government looked exclusively for the objects 
which It professed to have in view It w_is stipulated b> that artmlc thil 
m the event of the relations of amity continuing to subsist with Jeswant 
Rao after the expiration of two years the Pergunnah of Koonch should be 
given m Jaghcer to the daughter of that Chief to be held under the 
Company s Government in the same manner as Balah Bye now holds the 
J ghecr granted to her unlcr the treaty of peace with Dowlat Rao Sindia 
The Vakeels expressed their seme of the liberality which had dictated 
these modifications and particularly of the intended grant of Koonch 
which would they stated make the most favourable impression upon their 
master who would see that the British slate which members had tried to 
make him believe could never forgive his past conduct was not unlv dis 
posed to forget former injuncs but to place him if hu conduct should 
raent it on a footing with its most favoured allies 

The Vakeels though thev acknowledged the liberality which had been 
shown in the modificatidns already made again contended for the rcstora 
tion of Tonk Rampoon and the other places in ts vicinity and the 
tribute of Junagarh all the arguments which haa been used the diy before 
were repeated In answer to which Col,, Malcolm informed them further 
discussion was only a loss of time as there could be no alteration rdmitted 
in the revised dr5t of the Treaty Shaikh Habibullih asked what stites 
were comprehended in the 5th article Colonel Malcolm said all those 
With whom the British Government had entertained into defensive engage- 
ments The Shaikh asked if the British Government had defensive 
engigementi wjth the Rajo of Jynaghar Colonel Malcolm replied in the 
^ermative The Shaikh said he hoped nevertheless that Jcswanl Rao 
Holl^ would be able to exact the tribute from that Chief Its amount 
he said considerable (3 lacks) and it had exclusively belonged to the 
Holkar family for a long period and a great disgrace would personally 
attach to Jeswant Rao Holkar if he resigned it The British Government 
had he said conferred a great favour upon the Rajah of Jaiporc by granting 
him its protection for so long a period and it could not assuredly hesitate 



in abandoning its alliance with that Chief when the peace of India might 
be said to hinge upon Us doing so, of what use he asked was the alliance 
Jyiidghur Ihe British Government exacte i no tribute from the 
Raja and in no way seemea to deiive much beneht trom hib trienjsl.ip 
There might perhaps, he added be objections to stating in the Treaty that 
the tribute ot Jaipur was given up but his master would inbUt upon that 
stipulation which would be satishcd with a tacit acquiescence and -in 
assurance being given that the Company would not iiuertere m favour of 
the Raja in the event of his beina obliged to attack him Jaipore was 
the only state (The Shaikh concluded) under the Company’s protection 
upon whom Jeswant Rao Tlolka*' had claims, the Rajahs Df Machery 
and Bharatpur having been relatives of the family of Scindia 

Lieut -Colonel Malcolm expressed his astonishment that a man of 
Shaikh Habibullah’s knowle gc and experience should be so totally 
ignorant of the character of the British Government as to imagine for one 
moment that any considerations whatever could ever^ induce that state to 
compromise its honour or violate its faith He could not be ignorant 
fColonel Malcolm observed) that the English Government had obliged 
Dowlat Rao Sindia to resign all claims upon the Raja of Jaipore and he 
might rest satisfied that state would never conclude a treaty with nis master 
which left him in possession of rights the exercise of which involved the 
recommencement of war or a failure m its engagements with another 
power, and as to the dishonourable expedient which he had proposed of 
settling this point by verbal agreement, it was altogether unsuited to the 
diginity and reputation of the British nation Bala Ram observed that he 
knew well the English Government never failed in their engagements and 
that he was fully aware how useful it was to press a point of this nature 
Sindia however he observed by resigning the Jaipore tribute had lesigned 
nothing for though he no doubt collected from that state when he had 
possession of the person of Shah Allum it was on that ground alone, which 
he had given up when he ceded Hindustan, that he possessed any claims, 
the right of tribute from Jaipore resting exclusively with the family of 
Holkar as that from Jodhpore did with the family of Smdia but however 
heavy the loss might fall upon his master he could Bala Ram observed 
have the consolation to think that it was caused bv that firm a dherence to 
good faith which characterized the Government with whicn he was now 
forming an alliance and the benefits of which he had now the prospect of 
participating in an equal degree with the other power in India 

Though this point was conceded the Vakeels continued obstinate with 
respect to the final cession of Tonk, Rampoora, etc, and the stipulation 
respecting the countries in the Deccan remaining- in the possession of the 
English Government for 12 months after the peace was signed On then 
deciding these points and could not be given up. Colonel Malcolm told 
them the negotiation was broken off and they rose to retire and actually 
went to another tent from which after some consultation with each other 
they returned and renewed the discussion but on finding however that 
Lieut -Colonel Malcolm firmly lesistcd every alteration they proposed 
they addressed Derenjee and asked him if he was satisfied they had done 
every thing they could to obtain the most favourable terms for then 
master He Laid he was They then agreed to the Treaty as it stood and 
gave Lieut -Colonel Malcolm a copy signed by both Shaikh Habibullah 
and Bala Ram Sait and received from him one made out in Persian and 
English signed by the Colonel and confirmed by Lf'rd Lake which on 
taking their leave they said they would themselves convey to Jeswant Rao 
Holkar whose ratification they had stipulated Oy the Treaty to obtain in 
three days A letter from Lord l.ake to Jeswant Rao Holkar was also 
given to the Vakeels to be delivered with the Treaty- 

60 
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A/inu^c# o/ a conference hcl ecu } icut Colonel Malcolm and Bala Bom 

Sail and Shaikh Habihttllah Vakeels from Jer^ant Uao Ilolkar. held in 

Camp on the Banks of the Beyah liter on the 2\th 0 } December 1805 

Lieut Colonel Malcolm aikcd the Vnkccli if lhc> had brouflht the 
ratified treaty fhc> replied general!) that all would they had no iloubl lc 
settled to mutual satisfaction On Colonel Malcolm repeating hii original 
question Shaikh Hibibullah remarked that the prcicnt was an important 
arrangement which included the complete termination of a war winch liad 
now unfortunately lasted two years and it was he said of consequence that 
all parties should be fully satitficd and he therefore trusted matters would 
lot be precipitated On being required to cxphin himself he staled Ihil 
Colonel Malcolm had a rcad\ reference to 1 ord I-ikt upon every (}ucition 
that occurred that their matter was at a distance and that though he had 
vetted them with full powers it was natural he should with to exercise hit 
ju'^gment upon every point at his future inlcrciti were to deepiv involved 
that thev fthc Vakeel*) had explained every thing fuliv to the MatteT (who 
wat mott tinccrely diiposcd to peace) and that he ha ’ directed them to nakc 
tome (urthrr rcprc«cnt'»tIon which ho honed would be heard before a final 
engagement wai concluded Lieut Colonel Malcolm replied hrl tnerc 
was no objection to hear any thing they were directed to state jnt that it 
appeared to little purpose a* I ord l-akc wf>* reiolvc'l to admit of no further’ 
alteration in the treatv which ai iliey had licen before mforme I had with 
the view of preventing delay boon m‘»dc at favourable for Jeswant Rao 
Holkar at it was noiiibic Shaikh flabibiillah then commenced 1 long and 
apparently studied *pccch by observing that he was commandcfl by hit 
matter to make a full statement of the views and pnnaplcs which had 
regulated h * pa>t condurt m I fc particularly a* those hud Ic^ him to 
engflffe In War with the Rntnh Covernment and he trusted that explanation 
would make it apnear that instead of Jeswant Rao Holkar being a free 
hooter guided only hv motives of ranacitj (at he wa» after represented) 
that hi* past cause bid been '^Ircrted by a lust and legitimate ambition 
which though now obliged to abandon he coulo aocr be ashamed of having 
puriucJ 

bverv one Shaikh HnhtbulHh nb erved was informed of the nature of 
that combination bv which the M’hraita na* on oatah 1 ^ cd it elf in 
Hmdostan and now for the efiorU of the family of Holkar had contributed 
to ef^rc\ thit nb con^coucnt f?) tho'c which \vn* allotted to it m 

the revenne* to be dc^Ncd from that connucst Fortune had he observed, 
enabled the Htc M-idhitrc S,nd a (o usurn m tome deg^nr th© noht* of 
that family in HIndo«tan -'n-* hb *iinrr*»or Dnwlat Rao Sindia bad taken 
advantage of the death of Tuckolcc Holkar and the inonirienrv and vnnth 
of hn le^ timatc dc*cen lant« not onlv to confirm him elf in thit usurpation 
but to nciTe upon nuvnv of the other 00 c^'iona of the famdv and Jeawant 
Rao Holkar who hid been oH t»eH fo fiv f om Poona and was afte»a\ard* 
confined nt Nnopur found at h rdca e the Hmtlv to which he belonged and 
if whieh he wii the only rcnrc«cn tativ e m the condition he ha ! 

dermbed nnd that Chief nitprillv bce-»»T*e thp i»%*eficT nf jts r’phts he e tK 
enfere"’ into a content with Dowlat Rio Sindia to effect that ohicct find 
fh t rent*'** hid niipd w th rrem fill the commencement of 

the war between S^ndia and the British Covernn^ent when Tetwmf Rao 
HoUdr fflkinn' idMUtiee of fhp qnTietv of fhit Chief for h « becorning a 
Minister of fh^ rnmh nation af»i n t the Fncrluh ohl^t^ed ^mdla to give up 
IChaude Rao the lemtimate head of the Holkir famdv and to s'gn i I eutv 

whieh TV • eTpei t<«d i nder th». Tnpdie* On of the Rhnn H and which fuHv 

reeo«fnised ihc rlehf* of the Holkar family to a ahare In the reven ^ f 
Hindoostan Bofo e nnv eombiTicd nhn* could be arranged the B itish 
Government bad defeated Sindia s armies In every quarter and had reduced 



that Chief so low that he was forced to purchase peace bj' a cession of half 
his country Hindustan was among the cessions which he made but this 
act of Dowlat Rao Sindia, Shaikh Habibulla continue j could never ibrcgate 
the claims of the Holkar family upon that country and as Jesvvant Rao 
Holkar was early satished that the British Government would not accede 
to the justice of his pretensions he proceeded to war with that state as me 
only means of obtaining that object to which the exertions of his hfe had 
been applied A first success. Shaikh Habibullah said, led Holkar to enter- 
tain hopes even beyond these with which he commenced the contest and he 
at one nroment aspired to supreme power in India but reverses (which it 
was needless to recapitulate) had soon made him abandon this idea and he 
was now prepared to renounce all claims whatever on Hmdostan and to 
be contented with his family possessions and indeed to owe both his future 
security and prosperity to the friendship of the British nation with whom 
he was now lully satished he had no power to contend The British 
Government, Shaikh Habibulla continued has settled the Government of 
the Peshwa, the Bhonsla and Dowlat Rao Sindia, all Jeswant Rao requires 
IS that he should enjoy an equal share of their friendship and protection, 
that Chief meant hereafter to abstain from every u t that could offend the 
British Nation and its allies and with all other states he should adopt such 
a policy as was suited to the occasion Jeswant Rao Holkar, the Shaikh 
said, had many points to settle with Dowlat Rao Sindia and he hoped tuese 
‘Would be amicably arranged and if not his master was satisfied that the 
British Government would not support Sindia in withholjing any of his 
countries or usurping any of his rights and he had spirit and strength enough 
to* do himself justice The Bhonsla had, the Shaikh said, about ten years 
ago seized 'pgrt of the Jamidar Khana of the Holkar family which Jeswant 
Rao Holkar meant to call upon him to restore, independently of the 
(portion missing after this) 


Letter No. 7.— Edmonstone encloses a copy of the memorandum describing 
the activities of Jaswant Rao Holkar in the Punjab and how ulti- 
mately he was forced to sue for peace. 

From— N B EDMONSTONE, SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT. 
■ To— M ELPHINSTONE, RESiIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort Wilhain, the llth March 1806 

In continuation of the subject of my dispatch of the 17th December 
last I am further directed to transmit to you the enclosed copy of the 
Abstract of a memorandum, containing the 3id part of the progress of 
Jeswant Rao Holkar , 

Abstract of a memorandum of the progress of Jeswant Rao HolhoTy 

Part 3rd. 

Holkar having effected the passagb of the River 'Sutledge moved on the 
27th November, m a North Easterly direction* to Russeh towards the hills. 
It was generally thought that he would proceed to Nuggerkote to pay his 
devotions at a celebrated place of worship there, and to establish an 
alliance with Raja Sunsar Chand the Chief of the mountainous district, 
and a man of high character, and reputation 

On the 29th Holkar reached Bej'ewarra near Hooshearpore in Sansar 
Chand’s territories. 



It appcari that Holkar had entertained \cry tannuinc hopci from the 
iuen ship of bantar Chand to x^liom he had diipatchcd Vakccli in come 
ouence of lomc cncour3i,emcni %vhich he had received upon hii firu enter 
mu the Punjab from that Clucftmn through vsliovv. auiitancc he cnluriamcd 
nopn of expecting mudi and vva» at all uvent* aiiurcd of hndlng a iceme 
retreat that country by nature in dithcult of acccu to an hoitilc army 
khould he be driven to the lait cxlrcraily 

He wai ioon however deceived with rcipcct to Samar Chand s inten 
iionw who It would appear had never entertained any thought! of entering 
into an alliance with him and accordingly rejected the propoulioru of bu 
Vakeels as soon as made 

Holkar in tiili dilemma diipatched Bhao Bliaskar one of Ins principal 
Sirdars to reconcile R inject bingh then at Amriliar to the measure of hii 
uok^mg the Baih should hu be eompelku to do to by the nearer advance 
of the British armies In the Interim however nc appeared to have enter 
tamed serious thought* of rccroiving the Suilcdqc which phn he prebab'y 
had in conteiunhlioo till he re ci'cd mtclli^cnct of Lord Lake i arrival at 
Ludiana on ilic hanks of the river when this project was of course 
rclinquuhed as too hazardous for exea:ution 

Bhjo Bhavkcr Holkar s Vakeel reached Amritsar on the 3rl of Decem- 
ber and iliougn many objections were at lirsi made by Kanjcel Sini,n to the 
propositions wherewuh he was charged ihc> appear to have been ulliniatuly 
removed by the addrevs of the Bhao. and a promise which he made to that 
Chiet of grautiuc him a subsidy of ^ Ijcs of rupees should he wo-opente 
against the English I hough the principal bikh Chiefs at shii moment 
appeared to have embraced Holkar s cause liicir counsels continued 
irresolute an I ductuating and no decided plan of action icemi to have 
been adopted 

Holkar m the nican time alarmed b> the approach of Lord I^ke t 
Army proceeded to the shrcc Govmdporc Ghat by hasty marches and 
crossed the Bcah river at that place without opposition on the 6th and 7ih 
of December closely followed b> the British Army Lord Lake having with 
a View to drive Holkar to a still greater distance from the Company i 
^ucisions auiscl with hii Arm> over llic river butlcdgc on the Dlh 
December Hii Lordship was not wiihout hopes of coming up wirh the 
enemy before he cffcctco hii passage of the B^h Being however dis- 
appointed in this particular he took up a position on the South bank of that 
river at the distance of about thirty five miles from Amritsar and foity five 
from Ludhiana which whilst It secured his supplies was likely to inipj-c 
Kanjeet bineh with confidence to oppoft Holkar or at all events to resist 
bis sollcUadont for co-operation and assistance 

Rnnieet Singh as much alarmed at finding that Holkar was now so 
dose upon him and immediately made every exertion to collect h s forces 
together He alio moved with such of hii troopi as had already assembled 
u few corps out of AmrUiar where he enuiiuped 

On the inth Holkar s arrav encamped at the distance of five cos* from 
Amnitsar and the tame evening that Chief proceeded to the town slightly 
attended to claim the protection of Ranjcct Singh Holkar at this interview 
declared his intention of immediately embracing the religion of the Sikhs 
if his prayer was complied with but at the same time informed the artenibled 
ChiHtami that should he be •‘isappointed their conduct would drive him 
to the citremity of turning Mabomedan and throwing himself upon the 
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protection of the Afghan Monarch The assembly heard this extraordinary 
declaration with aurpnze and delight, and bulcinnly pledged themselves 
lievor to forsake him or abandon hib cause 

In consequence of this meeting which seemed to indicate the probabi- 
lity ot the junction <.)t the iSikh torees with those ot Holkar, in order to act 
against the Brinsh Army, Rajah Bhag Singh uncle of Ranjeet Singh then 
in the British Camp was dispatched to Armitstr by Lord Lake in or er to 
warn his nephew against the fatal consequences which might result to him 
from adopting such a decided aystem ot liusiililicB against the Lngl'sh 
Government 

Bhag Singh met with the greatest difiicultics in the. execution of this 
mission from the fanaticism ot the priests and populace of Amritsai, the 
former of whom weie anxious to secure to their religion so distinguished 
a proselyte as Jeswant Rao Holkar, and the latter had been already pre- 
possctsed against the English by the clamours wlqch that Chieftain nad 
industriously raised concerning their practice of slaughtering cows which 
he knew to be of a nature well caLulate i to work upon the religious pic- 
judices of this ignorant and begotted people 

Bhagsmgh however not discouraged by these circumstances no. the 
insults to which he was personally exposed from the fanaticism of the mob, 
patiently persevered in his expostulations tor three days, at the end of 
which he succeeded m bringing Ranjeet Singh to a proper sense of his real 
interests 

It was settled by Bhag Singh that Holkar should be desired to quit 
Ranjeet Singh’s lerniory immediatel>, and that as soon as he had 
evacuated it completely the English would do so likewise 

Hojkar was now cut off from every advantage which he had promised 
himself in entering the Punjab, for at the same time that his cause was thus 
abandoned by Ranjeet Singh, the Vakeels which he had hitherto kept at 
the Court *gf Rajah Sansar Chand was ordered by that Chieftain to quit his 
Capital, m consequence of the mission of two native agents of respectability 

his court by Lord Lake The Rajah’s conduct from the moment of 
their arrival was m the highest degree friendly and satisfactory, and '^e soon 
after deputed his Vizeer to the British Camp with certain proposals cal- 
culated to strengthen and confirm the alliance, between himself ,nd the 
British Government 

In this situation of affairs Holkar opened a negotiation with Lord Lake 
through Bala Ram Scit and Shaikh Habibullah, who arrived in the British 
Camp for that purpose on the 20th December 

The negotiation was protracted to a considerable length by the various 
delays and evasions habitual to Mahrattns but a Treaty highly honorable 
and advantageous to the British Government was at length "finally settled 
and His Lordship received the ratihcation thereof under Jeswant Rao 
Holkar’s seal ami signalure upon the 6th Jamiaiy 1806 


A true copy 


CHARLES PASLEY, 

Captain, 



Letter No 8 —The Resident on the instructions from the Secretary to the 
Governor Ocncral communicated the third article of the treaty 
with Jtsvvanl l^o tiolkar and persuaded tlic Pcslrvsas Devvan and 
tire Devvan of Vinchoon Jagirdar to restore lire territories south of 
the Taptec to the Holkar The discussion tliat took place is 
summarised 

hROM-COLONCL CLObL RESIDENT AT POONA 
To- Jill Gt)VLRNOR GLNERiVU 


Poona the l^h March 1806- 

Ycstcrdn> evening I procured a meeting witli (ho Dewan m order to 
communicate to him for the 1 e&tuva t information the imtructions I had 
TiXK. rvd iront >ou tliruugii the becrctar) lo Government relative to the 
placvi whici) aro lo be restored lo Jeshwani Rao ilolkar agreeably to the 
drd Article ot the Treaty of Peace 

1 called the attention of the Dewan to the memorandum which I had 
dclivcrcu m to the Durbar requesting that instruction! might bo sent to 
the Puiiwa s principal servants in Khandc*h to prepare him for dchvcnng 
over the 1 ur^unnah of Jalna to such person as should be authorued by 
Jeswant Rao Uulkar to receive it in charge and that as yet the only reply 
I had receiveHi to tint metnurandum w..s that it had been transniitted to 
Hit Highnos the Pethwa I then acquamted the Devan that m coote* 
qucQ c of astructions which I have received from the Governor Gcocral, 
1 had forwarded directions to Colonel Wallace desiring hrm to deliver 
over the 1 ort of Jalna to such person as should arrive oo the part of 
Jeswa t Rao Tiolkar to receive it in charge and as it was occemry that 
the territory annexed to tliat Port and (he districts adjoining the restitution 
of which was required by the Trca(> of Peace should be restored to Holkar 
at the same time as the Port of Jalna 1 had recommended it to Colonel 
Wallace to icquest of llallabah (be Dewan of the Vinchoor Jaghircdar who 
had thu revenue charge in Khondesh to send him a Vakeel to reside with 
him at Ahmednagar until the restitution should be completed that 1 had 
actoidingly to express my wish^ that HU Highneu i Government should 
give iutimnlion of (he above circumstances to Ballabah and at the same 
time to direct him to correspond with Colonel Wallace on the subject of 
thco-cstitution, and to deliver over the pergunnah of Jalna at the same 
time that the Colonel should restore the Port The Dewan did not reply 
immediately to my request but went into a discourse to impress me with 
the effect uhich the conclusion of the Treaty of Peace with Jeswant Rao 
Holkir had produced in the mind of the Peshwa He spoke of HU 
Highncri t enmity against that Chieftain the grounds of that enmity 
the gratificalion which His Highness had hoped to derive from the result 
of the war and the disappointment he had now to sustain which by all 
accounts he said was lo great os to have made a visible alteration m the 
state of Hi* Highness s mind As the observations of the Dewan were 
only general, I contented myself with replying that although the Peshwa 
might still tind himself indisposed towards Jeihwant Rao Holkar yet I 
w IS confident that a little reflection would assure Hii Highneu that he had 
every reason to be satisfied wiUi the peace. That His Highneu was about 
to return lo hu Capital, that on his arrival I should have the honour of 
paying my respects to him of hearing his sentiments and if necessary of 
qumonstrating to him how much his Government should exult m the 
general pacification which gave secunty and repose, not leu to the Deccan 
than to all HmdosCan That m respect to the pomt which gave occasion 
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to the present interview, it did not admit of delay and that I had accordingly 
to repeat ni) entreaty that the intimation and orders, which I had 
rcLommendr'd might be dispatched to Balia without delay In reply, the 
Dewan sud that the memorandum which I had delivered in specified the 
puriiiDiuali of Jilna onlv and that he concluded accordingly that the 
district onlv was required to be restored at prc'cnt I observed, that the 
mcnuirandum ^howed that according to the Treaty, every place south of 
the Taptre belonging the Holkar fimily wms to be restored with the excep- 
tio.i of the hort ind pergunn ih of Chandore, Amber, etc, and that the 
orders to Bdlibah w'ould of course be to that elTcct The Dewon said 
that c.', this principle the pergunnah of Jalna w'ns not the only territory to 
be gWan up, and then beeged to know w'hether I had received a copy of 
the Treaty m MWrhntta or Persian as it might be written from the Governor- 
Gcneral, I .niswercd not, but that I could accommodate the Durbar with 
a irnislation of the English Copy with wdnch I had been officially furnished, 
and that I now have the pleasure of delivering the translation on the 
following day to Anand Rao, should he favour me with a visit Anand 
Rao being present said that he v ould w'ait on me and I now repeated to the 
Dew n the necessity of the orders I had recommended being dispatched 
to Ballabah without Ins'; of time, to which he replied, that on the morrow 
he should receive the translation of the Treaty from me and that then 
he w’ouU signify mv application to the Pc‘hwa During this conver'^ation 
the Dewa ' recurred occasionally to the feelings of regret which the Treatv 
hau ex'ted in His Highnesse’s mind, but all his remarks on this point I 
constantly repelled by referring to the great objects attained by the 
Company’s AFlies, but particularly the Pooni State, under the general 
pacification nothing more of consequence occurred and the interview closed 

This morning I was honoured with Mr Secretary Rdmonstone’s dis- 
patch of the 2tth ultimo, containing your instructions for my guidance in 
the c\cnt of dissatisfaction being manifested bv the Po'^hwa on 'Account of 
the paciiication concluded with Holkar and shortly afterwards I received 
a visit from ^nand Rao according to promise The tran'^lation of the 
Treatv was prepared and delivered to him and T agam expressed my re- 
liance that thcJDe.w’an would proceed immediately on the measure nece''Siry 
for furnishing Bdlabah, with the ncces'iarv nrclor-; rc^nectm? the re'-tioition 
Ananrl Rao replied, that the tran'^lation should be presented to the Dew in 
in ihe course of the day, but in'^inuated that the stipulations of the Treaty 
wou'd be regarded bv the Peshwa with the decnest concern Finding that 
he grounded this notion chiefly on th'b principle that no agreement ought 
to have been made with Jeshwant Rao Holkar, as Kashi Rao Holkar wes 
the head of the family, I ludhcd it proper to avail mvSelf of the course of 
reasoning contained in Mr Edmonstone’s dispatch before noticed. I 
pointed out to A*nand Rao distinctly the cause of the war with Jeswant Rao 
Holkar, contrasted it with the circumstances which led to the war with 
Slndia, and the Bhonsla, showmd that the war with Holkor referred to Ivs 
attack on the Rajah of Jaiporc, the war wuth Sindia to the Treaty of Bassien 
brougf t It to notice that this latter v/ar terminated before the other com- 
menced. and that if Holkar had not brought on hostilities bv an oct of 
aggression, he would have pos''e';sed all the territory south of the Taptee 
which the Treatv allows him That in this state of things His Highness 
could have no just ground ro be dissatisfied with the result of war with 
Holkai The pacification left him where he v/as at the conclusion of the 
Treaty of Bassien, and if he attacked the R^'iah of Jaioore it did not 
follow thai such aggression was to benefit the Poona State bv adding to its 
territory although under actual circumstances the pacification with him 
gave additional security to the Poona State as the Treaty bound hmi in 
the observance' of amity towards the British "Government and all, its a*'ie^ 
That as the Treaty with Jeshwant Rao Holkar left hira’'wlrcre he was at- 
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the conclutlon of the Treaty of Datilcn to It alio left Koihl Rao Hollar 
^htro he wai at the lamc nenod Ihat pacihcatlun wai the natural re 
suit of v^ar, that Jcilmant Kao llolkar alone, had made war against the 
British Ou\i.rnmcnt. and that \stth him consLqucntly had the peace been 
concluded That tnii it nai only for Hit Highntii and Hit Hlghncti t 
Miniitcn to advert to facts to satisfy tliemiclvts that the Poona Slate had 
not suiTc cd but benefited b} the Treat) with Holkar and that accordingly 
Wt stipulations should be regarded not with feelings of concern but of 
satisfaction and contentment Anand Rao rcplic l tint His Highnesst 
Ministers would alwa>s regard m> statements as just and founded that he 
woull be particular m communicating all that I had stated to the Dcwan» 
who huvvevcu could onI> convey m> Mshes to the Peshwa In answer I 
said I trusted that the Dewan would lose no time in addressing IIis Highness 
In llio manner winch the occasion required and lliat I should be happy to 
receive uitimation when the dispatch should be sent o0 


Letter No 9 —Mercer reports that Sarjl Rao Ghatgay was still In the camp 
of the Holkar who had addressed SIndhIa on the subject of his 
reception of Chaika * He al<o reports that a part of the Army 
of the SIndlila was getting mutinous, ovdng to the arrears of their 
pay 

From-G MERCER RESIDENT WITH DOWLAT RAO 
SINDHIA, 

To-TIIE GOVERNOR GENERAL FORT WILLIAM 

Camp near Hamirsarh, the 30th June 1806 

1 had ihc honour to address you on the 26lh instant 

2 The accounts from Holkar s Camp of the 23rd Instant state that 
Serjo Rao Ghautka continued m the Camp and had accompamed Holkar 
when he proceeded to meet Raja Mansingh these Chiefs after a short con 
fcrcDcc on the road had each returned to hii Camp 

3 Jeshwant Rao Holkar has addressed Sindia on the subject of his 
reception of Ghautka assuring him that flic tatter had come to his Camp 
without his previous sanction but that hit rank and relation to Sindia had 
induced him to receive Ghautka with every mark of respect he at the sami, 
time strongly recommended Ghautka to Sindia s favour the only person 
who can fully reconcile every Bubjccl of dispute between them and enable 
them when united to require their former power and Influence in the 
Deccan N i answer has as yet I understand been returned to this letter 
but bindn has expressed himself alarmed at the consequence of the intimate 
counection which appears to have taken place between Serjee Rao and 
Holkar 

4 For these several days past the greatest part of the Recnallahdnn of 
thH army have assembled and kept confined to their tents Bala Rao Bhau 
and Anna Sicca Naveci on account of the arrears due to the tro'^ps His 
Highness has endeavoured to gam over the pnncipal RccssaUahdars by 
promise but no settlement has as yet taken place and os no person m the 
Durbar takes upon himself either the responsibility or authority of a 
Minister it is probable that the clamours fo** pay will continue frequent and 
di£cult to appease. 
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No. 10. — Mercer reports that he had an interview with the Sindhia 
^ at which he enquired about the letter, which the Sindhia was 
Letter i reported to have written to the Holkar requesting the latter to 
dispossess Bala Rao of the Fort of Ajmer and give it to Sarji Rao 
Ghatgay. 

)m-g mercer, resident with dowlat rao 

’ ' SINDHIA, 

Fr« 

-GTIE governor-general, fort WILLIAM 


Lqi Camp, 6 Coss West, jiom Mand^ulygarh, 12th July 1806 

* ^ 

' jtr I had the honour of addressing you on the 10th instant I received 
j from the Resident at Delhi of which a copy is now enclosed 
Aft! 

letter'^ was confident that no grounds existed for the communication 
nieswant Rao Holkar had desired the news writer to make to 
Asjiton, 1 considered the receipt of this letter as a good opportunity 
which tes& Ihrs confidence to Dowlat Rao Sindia by acquainting His 
Mr Sdss with the contents of it 1 accordingly sent a message m the 
to expj to I he Durbar to inform His Highness that if he did not intend 
Higlmefig the next day I should wait upon him Sindia replied that hia 
evemnpg depended on the fall of the Benas river, on our front and that 
marchi I not march he would be happy to see me 

I accordingly went to the Durbar yesterday evening After ex- 
it ne ai Highness the purport of the communication made by 

3 fto Thakoordass tor the purpose of being transmitted to Mr Seton's 
plainini that I had already evinced my entire reliance m His Highness’s 
riolkanon of ^faithfully abiding by the terms ot his engagements with the 
i adde Government by having immediately submitted to his perusal the 
lesoiutl had myself received trom Serjee Rao Ghautka, and by having 
Bntibh-d them in the marmer he had desired, that the same confidence 
" letters uuced me to make the present communication as well as the wish 
answer IS Highness should be aware of the means which might be used to 
had m unfounded suspicions and which could only be counteracted by a 
that Hd candid disclosure of the attempts ot this nature which might be 
create 

I Highness replied that he felt himself obliged both by the mode 
ch I had made this communication and the motive which had led to 
,4 he had never written a letter of the purport mentioned to Jcawant 
in whi oikar and thrt if Holkar could produce any document of this nature 
it tha&ld abide to be considered by the British Government as unwo"thy 
Rao Rfidenee, that he had an Army and was a soldier and never would 
he woige his own Government by an application of this nature to Holkar, 
of COE well knew Ghautka, before my arrival in this Camp and must have 
disparpformed tliat ne had lately confirmed the grant of the Province and 
that r 'f Ajmer to Jeswant Rao Bhow, which circumstances would of them- 
been 1 render the supposed application to Holkar incredible, His Highness 
Fort eded by assuring me ot-his firm resolution to abide by his fnendlv 
.Belves^nienls with the British Government 


conck j replied that I was fully aware of the circ'umstances mentioned bji 
engagi ,ohness and repeated my conviction in the sincerity of his declaration 
5 1 asked his Highness what his own sentiments were in regard ro 
His Hr’s views in receiving Se.jee Rao, consulting with him, and promising 
I thetfs I had understood, the office of Buksee to his Army His Highness 
Holkj i that from the communication I had made one object appeared to 
hlmj : 
repli2 

At 
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be an coui-avuur to create distruit and luipicion beluccn hii and the 
English Government but that liolkari conduct was to uncertain that no 
concluiion could be drawn from It though in ten or twelve da>i his views 
and objects mu t be diicloied both to him, bindia, and to me I said that 
His HighncJt was pcrfccll> right m rc^rd to nolkar s object in making 
th* communication to the news writer but that Holkar could hardly sup' 
pore that this object could be forwarded by his reception of Ghautlca as 
thu tame 'irrcrtion of Hts Highness s wishes to that cifcct might have been 
made b) liuikar without his having actually received Ghaulka Happooiee 
SinJia who v>.as placed behind the Maharajah s answered that two probable 
rcaront might be given for th«. niLciing of Holkar and Ghautka either that 
Ghaulka had gone to Holkar of his own accord m the hones of obtaining 
through hii means thi. poiisotion of Ajmer the grant of which he had frr- 
qucntlv requested from His Highness without success or that as Sence Rao 
had been fnr sonic tune past intimalcl) connected with Raja Man Smgh of 
Jodhpore and was well ncquaintcf with the circumstmccs of Ins Durbar 
and t^e sl^tc of his resources Holkar might have sent for him to assist m 
rcatizmj^ his claim of tribute from Man bingh but that at all events their 
friendship was not of a nature likely to be lasting I said this was su0i 
clunily probable 


6 After s^me general conversation witli the O/hcers of the Durbar 
present expressive ot the stabdity and sincerity of the friendship whien 
existed between the two states Anna Sicca* Navcci asked me whether I ud 
receive 1 thu leiteri from the Collectors in regard to the Jagheers which I 
had formerly mentioned I replied I had not but that no injury would 
occur from this delay as it was your intention that the Jaghcerdars should 
enjoy the revenues of the lands from the commencement of the Khareel 
Harvest I toon afterwards took my leave 


ro-GEROMC MFRCI R hSOR RPSIDFNT WITH DOWLAT RAO 
SINDIA- 


Sir 

Having received a letter from Thakur Dats our news writer m the 
Camp o£ Jeswani Rao Holkar informing roc that the latter had acquainted 
him and for the express purpose of being communicated to me that Dowlat 
Rao Smdia had written to him to rcoucit that he Holkar would diipotess 
Bab Rao of the Fort of Ajmer and deliver it up to Soorjco Rao Ghautka 
adding that in the course of eight or ten days he Holkar intended employ 
mg with the application 1 think It mv duty to transmit to you a copy of 
It together with a transcript of my reply that you may be enabled to losti 
tute such enquiries as you may deem expedient to satisfy yourself whether 
ther^ Is any foundation for the very extraordinary communication made 
by Holkar to Thakur Daw 


I have the honour to be 
Sir 


^ou^ most obedient servant 


A SETON 

Delhi 

Th^ 30th Julv 1806 

P S — ^You will observe from ray reply to Thakoordao that I have not 
thought it expedient to take any notice in writing to Jeswant Rao Holkar, 
of the communication made by him to the former 



Letter No. 11. —This letter and the enclosures 1^ 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 discuss 
the merits of the case for the cession of certain territories claimed 
by the Holkar. The Resident at Delhi Mr. Seton zmd Mr Malcolm 
point out that certain teiritories claimed by the Holkar fall outside 
the scope of the treaty concluded between the British and the 
Holkar, and certain other territories, which come within the scope 
of the tleaty will be handed over according to the stipulations of 
the Treaty, that is, after 18 months have passed. The rumours 
of Holkar’s designs for a renewal of war with the British are to 
be interpreted in the light of this correspondence and have little 
significance. 

From— N B EDMONSTONE, SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, 

To— M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort Wtlltam, the 2nd October 1806 

Under the prevalence of the vague and contradictory reports which are 
no doubt industriously circulated at every court in India respecting the 
imaginary views and intentions of Jeswant Rao Holkar, the Hon’ble the 
Governor-General in Council deems it proper that you should be apprized 
of the light in which such reports are considered by this Government and 
of its sentiments with regard to that Chieftain I am, therefore, directed to 
transmit to you for your information the enclosed documents as enumerated 
m the Margin (below) 

The contents of these documents will enable you to regulate your 
language in the event of any impression being made by the prevailing re- 
ports at the Coprt at which vou reside, and of their becoming a topic of 
convf rsftion with His Highness, his Ministers or other persons, with whom 
you may have occasion to communicate 

/ 

No 1 Copy of a letter from Jeswant Rao Holkar, received 31st 
August 

No 2 Copy of a reply to the foregoing, dated the 6th September 

No 3 Copy of a letter to Jeswant Rao Holkar, from Lieut -Col 
Malcolm, dated the 6th September. 

No 4 Translation of a letter from Jeswant Rao Holkar, received 
1st October 

No 5 Copy of the reply to the foregoing, dated the 2nd October 

No 6 Extract from a letter to the Resident at Delhi, dated the 14th 
September 

No 7 Extract from a letter to the Resident at Delhi, dated the 25th 
September 

From— JESWANT RAO HOLKAR,* 

To— N. B EDMONSTONE 

Received 31sf August 

After conveying to you the expression of my desire for the honour of 
a personal interview, which like your kindness towards me, is boundless, I 
have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your kind letter, informing 
me of your having received the communication of those necessary points, 
whLh I had stated to Mr Archibald Seton, and I have derived the highest 
satisfaction from the obliging contents of that letter 
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Mf frlt^nd with rcipcct to what you have written, with the pea ot 
kindnest on the (ubjcct of Scence Reo Ghautka by the (a /our of God 
the relations of mutual harmony and frtcndshtp have been citablithcd 
bclwcjt me and the Brltjvh Govurnment in a manner winch not only 
render* it unncccisary to lay nu>llun« on that iubjtct, but the projtrcuivc 
augmentation of the degree of our fncndihlp ii aito manifest both to high 
and low 

PrcMOUiIy to my receipt of your kind letter ] had dismissed Sconce 
Rao Ghautka as being a mcasutc calculated to promote the satisfactioo of 
the British Government It on will accordingly have been apprized of 
this circumstance botli through the channel of the newspapers and from 
the communications of your agents 

hiy friendly mind is in even respect disposed to promote the satlslae 
tion of the British Government and you arc also equally attentive to rny 
wishes iloAcver it is surprizing (hat Mr Seton has not yet adjusted 
those points which were stated m a paper which was transmitted to me by 
the Right Hon ble Lord I ake and by Colonel John Malcolm and that 
Mr beton should still be awaiting the receipt of your orders I ihcreforc 
wntc wltii tlic pun of friendship to request that you will be pleased strictly 
to enjoin Mr beton not to delay the arrangement of this ouslncsi sine 
there IS nothing in that paper of such consequence to the British Govern 
ment at to occasion delay or procrastination 

Believing me to be ever anxious for accounts of your health always be 
pleased to gr tify my friendly heart by kind letters 

Further than the expression of m> desire for the honour of a personal 
inierviev' what more shall I say There is yet a point however which s 
in thu hlghot degree extraordinary It is stipulated in the Treaty that 
mv hereditary icrrltory shall he restored to me from the dav on which 
that Treaty was concluded All douhts were wholly removed nnd 1 felt 
perfectly sctjshcn in my own mind that from the rocitablishmcnt of the 
foundations of mutual honour my wishes would bo attained even in a 
greater extent 

It IS a subject of concern to me however that the restoration of ray 
hereditary lands has been suspended It is therefore necessary that you 
should write to M Seton on this subject that no further delay may be 
cxpcrtcnccd in this luslnett 

For tho rest I entertain great cxjjcctations of the favour of the British 
Government 

Let an early answer bo rfitumed to this letter 
A true translation 

J MOCKTON 

Persian Secretary to Govurnmeo 


From— N B EDMONSTONE 
To— 3FSWANT RAO HOLKAR 

Written 6th September ISOf* 
I have had the pleasure to receive your friendly letter m reply to mine 

I am gratified by the expression of your desire to cultivate the existing 
relations of amity with the British Government When both parties arc 
so disposed mutual friendship must necessarily increase 



You write that Mr Seton has not yet adjusted those points, which were 
stated »n a paper, which was transmitted to you by the Right Hon’ble Lord 
Lake and Colonel J Malcolm 

My friend, I am altogether uninformed of the paper to which you allude, 
neither are the R ght Hon’ble Lord Lake or Colonel Malcolm, who are 
at present here, apprized of it With regard to the application however, 
which you have repeatedly made to His Lordship, for certain M'ohauls on 
tne Doaub you hcve been several times informed, by letters from His 
Lordship and Colonel Malcolm, that those applications could ’not be 
complied with I have directed Colonel Malcolm, to write to you more 
particularly, upon this subject 

You have further written that, it is stipulated m the Treaty rhat your 
hereditary territory shall be restored to you, but that the restoration of it 
has been suspended My Friend, the following are the words of the Treaty 
“The hlon’ble Company agree, to deliver over immediately, to Jeswnnt 
Rao Holkar, such of the ancient possession of the Holkar family, m the 
Deccan, now in ihe occupation of the Hon’ble Company, as are situated 
south of the nvcr Taptee, with the exception of the Fort, and Pergunnah 
of Chandore, the Pergunnahs of Amber and Seagham and the villages and 
Pergunnahs situated to the southward of the river Godavery, which will 
remain jn the possession of the Flon’ble Company The Hon’ble Company, 
however, m coh'^ideration of the respectability of the Flolkar ^ainily, 
further engage that in the event of the conduct of Jeswant Rao Holkar 
being such as to satisfy that state, of his amieable and peaceable intentions, 
towards the B'-itish Government and its allies, it will, at the expiration of 
eighteen months from the date of this Treaty, restore to the family of 
Holkar, the Fort of Chandore, *and its district, the pergunnahs of x^mber 
and Seagham, and the districts formerly belonging to the Holkar family 
situated to the south of the Godavery ” 

In conformity to these express terms of Treatv, th-e Fort of Jalna, and 
such of the ancient possessions of the Holkar family in the Deccan, which 
were m the occupation of the Hon’ble Gompanv, as are situated south of the 
Taptee, have been delivered over to your Officers But satisfied of your 
desire to improve the existing friendship, with the British Government, the 
rest of the hereditary possessions of vour family in the Deccan, will of 
cou' se acco’'ding to the terms of the Treaty be restored to you after the 
expiration of 18 months from the date of the Treaty 

It IS pcifectly evident, therefore, that whatever was to be restored 
before the expiration of the term above-mentioned, has been restored and 
no claim wffiatever, exists on your part, against the British Government, 
for it is written m the 5th Article of the Treaty, “Jeswant Rao Holkar, 
hereby renounces all claims of every description, upon the British Govern- 
ment, and its x’llies ” 

The British Government, however, has not only done, all that was 
required by tne Treaty, but much more, having voluntarily restored, the 
districts of Tonk, Ramporah, etc , which by the 2nd Article of the Treaty, 
you ceded to the Company Government also yielded to your*re_nuest for 
a Jaggeer, m favour of Hamath Dada and for the grant of the villages of 
Alumpore in Bundelkhund 

Not one point connected with Treaty, remains unadiusted Tw'o 
trifling points, only mentioned bv your Vakeels, which have no connection 
with the Treaty, were referred by the Right Hon’ble Lord Lake to this 
Government, and remain undecided Those respecting Gomanjee Tanti i s 
villages, and the five villages in Pergunnah Shekarpore, when the result of 
enquiries, which have been instituted upon those points shall be known, 
a decision w'il! be passed ' 
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tn conicqucncc of Lord Lake i return to the Prciidcncy HU Lordihlp 
informed ^ou that Mr Scion would tranimlt any communications, you 
might dciirc to make to Government Hit Lordship did not leave anr 
points tn be adjusted by Mr Seton, havinjt previously answered every 
applicatioi which he rccci\cd from you No instructions therefore 
remain to be written to Mr Seton for the adjustment of any points. 

I have replied in this letter to what you have written rcipccting the 
hereditary pocicssions of the familv and 1 request you will consider the 
answers you have received from Lord Lake respecting tile Mtihauli hi 
Hindustan to be the final answers of this Government 

For further particulars I refer you to Colonel Malcolm s -letter 


A true copy 


J MONCKTON 


Persian SccrcUry to Government 


Letter to Jesvant Rao tiolkar from Lieut Cdloncl Malcolm 

Written Sth September 1806. 
My frierid the Governor General has done me the honour to com 
municate a letter which he has received from >ou in which >ou state that 
It >s surprizing that Mr Seton has not >el adjusted those points which 
were stated m a paper which was transmitted to you b> the Kight Hon bir 
Lord Lake and Colonct Malcolm I have informed the Governor General 
that 1 am entirely ignorant of the paper to which >ou allude In all the 
letters which Lord Lake and I have addressed to you vou were explicitly 
told that no points remained unadjusted that the orltish Government had 
not only pvtiormcd every stipulation of the Treaty but had done more 
by granting >ou favours such as the cession of Took Rampoorah etc. to 
which you had no claim or pretentions under the conditions of the alllince 
You may nerhapi allude m your letter to the Governor General to 
some one of the niJoy papers which your Vakeels presented at diSerenr 
times to me respecting the restoration to you of certain Mehauli In Hinoo^ 
tan and the concessions of other points not stipulated in the Treaty but on 
Inquiry of these Vakeels you will find that so far from ever giving them the 
least ground to believe such unreasonable requests would meet the attention 
of Government I uniformly told them that they could never be granted 
and that it was tlierefore highly improper to pcnisUm making them 

The only points of all those the Vakeels brought forward which Lord 
Lake even consented to mention to the Governor General were two of a 
trifling nature The one related to some villages claimed by Gooraajec 
Tantia and the other to five villages in the pergunnah of Shiturpore slated 
by your Vakeels to have been formerly appropriated to thp charitable pur 
pose maintaining tlie Tomb of Anand Bye the dau^ter of Malhar Rao 
Holkar Both of tliese you were informed m ray last letter to you from 
Hindostan, were referred to Government who will no doubt miorm you 
through Mr Seton of their decision on those two points 

My friend the great personal regard with which yoii honour me and 
the warm interest I take in the persuance of the friendship which has 
been so happily established between you and the British Govemmnt makes 
It my duty to wnte to you with perfect freedom on all occasions artd parti 
cularlv on one that involves so senously the continuance of harmony and 
good understanding os the present The British Government you may 
rest assured will perform with the most scrupulous faith every condition 
of the Treaty it has entered into with you You must not however expect 
that It will do more, and if you entertain a just sense of the great value of 
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the frieiiuship you have formed with the Hon'ble Company, you will not 
listen to those designing men, who advise you to prefer requests which 
cannot be complied with, and the reiteration of which must infallibly pro- 
duce doubt and distrust, instead of those sentiments of friendship and con- 
fidence with which >ou are now regarded by the British Government 


A 


true copy 


J MONCKTON, 
Persian Secretary to Government 


From- JESW ANT RAO ilOLKAR 
To-lrr-COL J MALCOLM 

Received, 1st October 1806. 

Atfer the usual form of address 

If e\er> hair were a tongue 1 could not adequately express the sense 
Ahicn 1 entertain of Nour sincere triendship and regard May the almighty 
daily strengthen and increase these dispositions towards me 

Tne practice of the insidious time-servers, how they have outwardly 
'rofessutl friendship towards >ou and afterwards, from their inconstant 
dispositions,' manifested an opposite conduct, is too well-known to your 
friendly mind, to reijuirc my comment from me 1 alone from the day of 
the establishment of peace and amity have abstained from the prosecution 
literally confined the foot of motion under the garment of friendship, from 
cniernig the plain of wordiy ambition, prosecution of any protected of 
wordly ambition inconsistent with the obligations of friendship and have 
curbed the rcint. of mv designs in conformity to your desire (literally of 
that obser\er of public faith) 

I swear by God, that it is my fixed and sincere determination not to 
deviate one step from the path of sincerity and friendship, but to preserve 
and maintain the existing connection invjolate It is strange that some 
of the Chiefs of my order should address letters to me containing^ various 
intimations which must be false, but, depending entirely on the friendship 
established with you, I place no rcligince whatever on the words or ac^tions 
of any of those time-serving chiefs above alluded to But from the close 
friendship subsisting between us, I am apprehensive lest they should make 
deceitful representation in the same manner concerning me As the hearts 
of the sincere, like mirrors reflect the truth you will have heard from 
report that confiding only m the mutual friendship subsisting between me 
and the British Government, 1 place no reliance whatever on the words 
and actions of any individual, and that the representations of my inconstant 
interested equals produce no impression of my friendly mind, as a proof, 
that friendship and harmony acquire daily strength, like children advancing 
to maturity, my mind constantly dwells on your amicable professions I 
always anticipate from your friendship the gratification of my views and 
wishes, even in a greater degree thiyi they have attained But it is 
a subiect of infinite concern and surprise to me that notwithstanding all 
this freindship, harmony and concord which subsist between me and the 
British Government, the release of the nineteen Mehauls which are my 
hereditary lands, should still be suspended I know not why you should 
have thus forgotten me ^ I trust that contrary to what has past, you will 
be pleased to issue strict injunctions to MJr 'Archibald Seton directing that 
he will no longer delay the release of the Mahauls The preservation of 
the existing amicable connection, being considered to be superior to all 
other considerations, let it be cherished I only prefer requests to you m 
caWs of n'ece’s'plty. 


/ 
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I trust that I shall be b> the am^^iciouA leccipt of a favourable 

ant^^c^ (o tliir letter 

Dated 10 llie Nj^^ree Chaiacter 21tli Janimaudee Oosiauncc (St^t 
'“'eptember) 

True translation 

J MONCKTON 
Persian Secretary to Go%eroment 


hROM— I T Col J ^^ALCOL\l 
lo-^JhhWANT RAO HOI KAU 

IPrittt-n the 2nd October J80o 
I have had tlie pluasure to rtceive >oiir letter (recapitulate that received 
1st October) I he expressions of >our friendship and rcRard and your 
disposition to uituatc and Improve the relations of harmony arc hT;jhIy 
gratjf>int{ to ni> iiind How is it possible that I should entertain a doubt 
of the sinceritj of de-claraiumi s<i solemn as those contained m >our letter? 
Rut m truth, since the da) that peace was concluded I have uniformly 
cntcrtaineHl inc fullest conhdenec m >our resolution faiihfull) to abide b> 
the obligations of )our eni^agemenit 

The disposiltoo ( f lint Guveinment to maintain peace and amity with 
ail the states and chiefs of India is loo well known to require czplanatior 
h II nut possible ll at an> one can reall> entertain a doubt of it The 
coniidcncc which )ou express m it is highly satisfactory and what I had 
reason to expect lioni >ou 

I know that there are persons who for self interested purpeiscs det re 
and endeavour to rrcile doubts and su»piciODs in the mmds of friends 
with a view to occasion disturbance You have manifested >our judg 
meiit as well as ^ 'lur friendship in disregarding tlic intimations of such 
persons 

In the same uunner >ou ma> rest assured that the conduct of this 
Government will never be influenced b> mere reports regarding Ih* views 
and IntcntloDh of tnis or that state 

I repeat that I repose the fullest confidence in your declarations I ad 
most anxious to preserve with all the states of India the friendship whicn 
at present happily exists The preservation of it depends entu"cly upon 
tlicm It cannot he impaired while they continue to abstain from acts of 
aggression against the British Government and its allies 

To make any additional professions of my disposition to znamtam ana 
improve the relalionb of araitv would imply a supposition of doubt on 
your part which 1 am satrsfled )ou do not and cannot entertain 

I had lately the pleasure of addressing vou full) on the subject of the 
Mohauls in Hindostan It is unnecessary tncrcforc to add anything upon 
that subject on the present occasion 

A true copy 

J MONCKTON 


Persian Secretary to Government. 


Extracts from a letter from the Secretary to Government in the Secret 
Deparlmont to the Resident at Delhi under date the 14th September 
1806 

Paragraph 8 Adraittmg even that Holkar is endeavouring to form 
an extensive combination such as you have described the Governor 
Genei^ in Council entertains yery little apprehension of its accpmpllsh 
men't stUi probable does U appear to be that Holkar can be In a 
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condition, to undertake a war, against the British Government These 
projects, are probably ascribed to him, partly under the impression, so 
generally entertained, of his turbulent, and restless disposition, partly 
from the effects, of that spirit of intrigue, which has mvaribly actuated 
him, and which he employs, as an instrument, for the support of his conse- 
quence and the maintenance of his military reputation, and Political 
ascendancy , and partly through the industry of those, who have an 
interest in reviving scenes of turbulence, and disorder No obvious en- 
couragement to the renewal of hostilities, is discernible in the condition, 
and relations of the states of Hmdostan, and in the state of Holkar s 
military power, whilst any such encouragement is opposed, by the recent 
experience of our victories, and tnumps, and by the present prepared, and 
commanding position of our armies These considerations, should 
preclude the admission of doubts, founded on the reiterated rumours, of 
Holkar’s hostile projects, rumours, which may so confidently be traced, to 
other sources, than the actual foimation of such projects The credibility 
of such projects must be judged, not from the frequency of reports, but 
from a just estimate, of the existing means, of securing their success 

A true extract 

N B EDMONSTONE, 
Secretary to Government 


ExLract'i jrom a letter f 10711 the Secietaiy to Government, in the Secret 

Djepartment, to the Resident at Delhi, under date the 25 th September 

1806 

2 Previously to any remaiks on specific points of your dispatches, 

T am to state, some general observations regarding the character 
of intelligence, such as you have lately communicated to Government, 
and the light in which it* ought to be considered Some of those observa- 
vions, however, have been anticipated by the concluding paragraphs of 
my letter of the 14th instant It will not escape your penetration, that if 
the reports respecting Holka-’s designs, are industriously circulated for the 
purposes therein described, the ultimate object of them is promoted, in 
proportion to the credit and importance assigned to them It is even 
possible, that the actual prosecution of such reported designs may depend 
in a great degree, upon the effect, which the circulation of these rumours 
IS found to produce It becomes, therefore, highly important to form a 
correct estimate of the credit due to these reiterated reports If the 
origin of them be such as from long experience, Government is disposed , 
to ascribe to them, they derive no confirmation from the frequency with 
which they are repeated Their probability must be judged, by a con- 
sideration of the motives to their fabrication, by a comprehensive view 
of the actual state of affairs, by a just sense of the superiority of the 
British power, by proper sentiment of public dignity and pride equally 
removed from presumption as from a spirit of alarm To admit the supposi- 
tion upon any other grounds, than those of the strongest probability, that 
Holkar really entertains the design, of the provoking the renewal of 
hostilities is to ascribe to that ChieBain, a degree of military ascendancy, 

. and pofftical importance, which by those who discern our apprehensions, 
will be considered capable of overawing the collective power, of^ the 
British Empire The character of our past triumphs and of our established 
superiority and some plausible argument, may even be adduced to dis- 
credit the alleged distress of Holkar’s condition, at the close of the war, 
the Chieftain, who was stated to have fled, before a detachment of the 
British forces, to the extremity of the Punjab, and to have solicited and 
obtained the terms of dictated peace, as the alternatiye of his destruction, 
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should at tho expiration o£ one year without any accciiion of tcmtorul 
resources ond under llic pressure of pecuniar) dilBcuItics rncoace and 
alarm the British Government, with the power of his arms 

3 These observations tend to them, not onU the improbability of the 

hostile desti,ns imputed to llolkar but especially the injurious coose' 
quenee^ ot credit to the rumours so constant!) and industriously 

eirculated ^probably for (he express purpose uf asceriaininj' iho extent of 
our appuheniioni of the renewal of war) and to tho speculations and 
opinions of those who have not the desire or the knowledge suiBcient to 
enable them to czliibit a just view of tho subject 

4 It IS to be remembered alto that the Raja of J)cnagur has a 
peculiar mlercit (an iiKereit which all must have who dread tho depreda 
tions and exactions of llolkar) in endeavouring to produce a rupture 
between (he Bridsli Government and llulkar riic propipation of leporii 
rcgrrdinL the hosdlit) of llolkar s designs and (he offer of an aisiipmcot 
on the Uaja of Maihar (if that circumstance be (rue of which (here i* 
gru t reason to doubt) arc obvious means of promoting that object It ii 
Qcccssaf 7 thereiurc to be cautious of being deceived by rumours of that 
nature 

5 The (juvernor General m Council docs not discover m all the 
repurli whicli have been communicated to Government any grounds to 
suppose that Holkar entertains the desperate design of attacking the 
possessions of (he British Government or its allies or of committing any 
other act of nuvitivi. acgre'ssiun but It is of importance (o his interests 
that he should be considered as a now^r of suHicicnt magnitude to bo 
capable of maintaining a contest with the British dovemment 

6 It is<ons(s(ent with tho preceding observations that Holkar should 
by hit proceeding! exhibit the appearance of some great projected under 
taking. The appearance of It is nccosary to the support of his military 
credit among the states of India but independently oi this consideration 
ic It the practice almost invariable of iht Marhaltah Chieftains to place 
their armies in a stale of cauipmcnt for the field immedvalcly after the 
close of the rams and to undertake some railUary expedition It has never 
been supposed that Holkar would be inclined to retire peaceably to hit 
poucuioni such a course of conduct, is inconiifitcnt with the uniform 
habits of his life and the character of hu mind The augmentation of bis 
troops notwithstanding his pecuniary distresses justifies no inference with 
regard to the magnitude of his projects The relief of those distresses 
constitutes a more probable object of his views It is impracticable to 
form any conclusiie and aatisfactor) opinion with regard to the specific 
object of his designs and to conjecture an hypothesis there is no limit 
when applied to the wild and desultory counsels of that restless chieftain 
The Governor General in Council however would not consider even 
»the approach of his troops to the confines of our allies or the direction 
of his march through the territory of the mdependant Chie& on the 
Woilwa ! of the Jumma to constitute a confirmation of hit rumoured 
dcs ens against the British Government or its allies He may perhaps 
Lndca\our to ascertain to what extent ho will be permitted to proceed in 
in invasion of the rights of the neighbouring Chieftains but t may be 
Cl nf'dcntiv tclicved that ho will abstain from invading the rights and 

cs'ions of those whom he knows it is our duty and our resolution to 
defend 

7 It is of essential Importance with a view to preclude (he agitation 
which m every point of view must prove injurious to the public mterests 
that the opinions and the conduct of the primary authorities, both Civil 
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and Military which must ever materially influence the sentiments of the 
community at la»*ge, should be regulated by the considerations described 
m this dispatch, and that those authorities, should sedulously discount- 
enance the apprehension of projects, such as arc conjccturally, or designedly 
imputed to Holkai, and adverting to the numerous sources ol vague, un- 
founded, and indusinous reports, they should be slow to credit the exis- 
tence of hostile projects, unsupported by the. evidence, of established facts, 
or by a just proportion, between the supposed object and the visible means 
of Its accomplishment 

8 As Ilolkar must be apprized of the nature of the engagements 
subsisting between the British Government and the Raja of Bharatpore, 
and Maihar, it seems highly impiobablc, that he should demand the pay- 
ment of tribute from cither, on his own account, or on that of the Raja of 
Jainagar It is still less probable that he should at once invade the terri- 
tories of liiose Chieftains, at all events however, the mere demand of 
tribute, would not constitute an act of hostility on the part of Holkat 
If he should actually prefer such a demand, it would merely be necessary 
to remind him of the nature of the existing engagements, and apprize him 
of the consequences of endeavouring to obtain the satisfaction of that un- 
just demand by measures of coercion With reference to the rumoured 
connection between Holkar and the Rajas of Bharatpore and Maihar, I am 
directed to observe, that \vhilc those Chieftains entertain a confidence in 
our protection, it seems impossible to assign a reasonable motive for their 
forming a connection with Holkar That they are impressed with that 
confidence, may be presumed from their replies to the late letters addressed 
to them by tlie Governor-General, translations of which are enclosed under 
the suppusition, that you may not have received copies of them 

10 I have been directed to state these observations, with a view to 
guard you against giving too easy a credit to the prevalent reports, reports 
which independently of their apparent want of any s'olid foundation, are 
referable to numerous sources of individual interest, and naturally prevail 
in an increased degree on the neat approach of the season favourable to 
Military operations, and with a view also of directing your attention to the 
injurious consequences of anv course of proceeding calculated to create un- 
necessary alarms 


True extracts 

N B EDMONSTONE, 
Secretary to Government 


Letter No 12 — Colonel Close in his enclosuie reports that Khandu Pant, 
Holkar’s agent m Poona, had invited him and laid certain com- 
plaints before him about the behaviour of Sindhia’s servants m 
resisting the transfer of certain territories which belonged to the 
Holkar. He also wanted that certain places transferred to the 
Holkar by his treaty with the British were held by the Nizam and 
had not been given up For this purpose Khandu Pant sought 
his intervention 

From— Col B CLOSE, RESIDENT AT POONA, 

To— M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Poona, 20‘th October 1806 

I ha\e the honour to enclose for your information a copy of my last 
address No 20 to the Hon’ble the Governor-General, under date the 18th 
instant. 
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To 1 

THE HON B1 L SIU G 11 »AUI 0\V BAKT 

GOVERNOR GENERAL 

Hon ble Sm 

K'lndon Punt. Jc&'Aant Rno llolkar $ Vaktcl MtitcU thu Mlnltter ud 
oft^nvards Hu Hifiincts the Pcilma, ;ind wnt rccxi\cd on both occaiioni, 
with bccommk cimIiI) and suitable mark* ol attention On the ]2ih 
inctant he called on me to intimate that lie had reason to be satisfied 
with liH reception at Poona In the course of conversjitton ho talked 
much of his reliance on m> fnendshtp adverted to (he happy footing which 
subiiitej between the two Oovcrnmcnis and at length took occasion to 
express ius hopes that with jn> auiilance many obje*cts which hii master 
had >n view would be accomplished 1 xprcssions of this sort he repeated 
at different times and the only reply 1 was that he might assure 

him elf that the UritUh Government felt great satisfaction on the peace 
and friendship which had buen established with his master that with res 
pcct to himself us he had expressed a wish to visit Poona I had much 
pIciEuro in finding him pleased with all that had occurred since his arnvalf 
that With regard to what he had adverted respecting his masters object I 
could only observe (hat the amicable footing which so happily subsisted 
between the two Governments rested on a treaty and that any objects re 
{erring to il would no doubt be readily adjustciL He afterwards introduced 
the 11 bjcct of (he placet under the Nizam s Government which he had 
formerly claimed for his matter agreeably to the Treaty of Peace and 
enquired whether they were to be toon restored In reply 1 said 1 had 
gzpccced (0 have had U m my power to give him an answer on that subject 
With lex delay that I had lost no time m addrcuing our Resident it 
Hyderabad respecting the claim and did not doubt but I should toon have 
an answer that tho places claimed 1 had reason to believe were under 
the inanneement of Kajah Mahipat Ram who was m Berar that he of 
course had been written to on the occasion and that the time requisite for a 
reply being had from him would account for the delay which had taken 
pla-x that ! regretted that circumitancci had not bccca more favourable 
to his receiving a speedy answer but assured myself that I should soon 
have the pleasure of comraumcatln^ a full reply to hii application He 
then spoke cf Dannajeo Sait Sindias manager at Jaumgaum near Ahmed 
nagar observing that he was unaccommodating In respect to some (rans- 
actions which requu-ed adjustment between the Ryots of the districts 
under his charge and then of Holkar s villages and entreated that 1 would 
mve him a letter to the above person contammg a rccomracndation that 
he should observe a proper conduct On this point I reminded him that 
Bannijcc SaU was the servant of Sindta exclusively That he was m no 
rcspc. t subject to the British Government, and that consequently I had 
no concern with him that certainly it would be pleasing to me to see good 
humour and harmony subsist between the subjects of Holkar and Smdia. 
but that if points of difference arose between them th< 5 r should be adjustca 
by a mutual reference to the two Government* Nothing more of any cen 
sequence occurring during the visit. 

In respect to the last request of Kundoo Punt it occurred to me that 
it may be difficult to prevent disputes between Sindia and Holkar s servants 
when the lands of the latter south of the Godavery shall be restored to his 
Government The Talooks of those Chiefs will then be intermixed and 
thou^ Smdia will be prevented by Treaty from bnnfyng troops into hi# 
diitncr^ south of that above river no similar restriction will apply to 
Holkar 
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I learn that Kuandoo Punt in view to obtain from Peshwa robes of 
investiture for the boy Khandy Rao and that at this time he is endeavouring 
to negotiate this point at the Durbar with the help of Ballabha Dewan 
the Vinehoor Jagheerdar 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

B CLOSE, 


Resident at Poona 


Poona 

T he 18th October 1806 


Letter No 13. — Edmonstone’s letter has twelve enclosures which give an 
account of the disturbances m the Ketah pergunnah of Bundel- 
khand. It seems one Gulab Rao who had been posted at Malhar- 
ganj as the Agent of Jaswant Rao Holkar, led an army into the 
Company’s territories and levied forced contributions. He wanted 
Colonel James Bailie the Agent to the Governor-General in 
Bundelkhand to vacate those territories, which he said had been 
assigned to him by the Holkar Since he occupied a threatening 
position and took the offensive Colonel James counter-attacked 
ana dispersed Gulab Rao’s troops with great slaughter The '• 
correspondence on this episode throws light on the unsettled state 
of affairs in Bundelkhand even after a peace treaty had been 
concluded with the Holkar 

From— N B EDMONSTONE, SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT. 

To— M ELPHTNSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort William, 21st OQtoher 1806 

1 am directed to transmit to you for your information the enclosed 
copy of a dispatch from the Agent of the Governor-General in Bundelkhand, 

-dated the 11th instant, and a copy of the reply addressed to that officer 
on this date, by order of the Governor-General m Council, together with 
the copy of a further report from Captain Baillie under date the 14th 
instant 

2 I am further directed to transmit to you the enclosed copy of a 
letter which the Governor-General has addressed to Jeswant Rao Holkar 
on the subject of the occurrences in Kotah described in the dispatches 
received from Captain Baillie 


To 

N B EDMONSTONE, ESQUIRE, 

Secretary to the Government 


Sir, 

I have the honour of transmitting to you, for the informafion of the 
Honourable the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copies of 
Iqtters dated yesterday and today, which were ^gddressed by me to the 
(^rqmanding Officer of the troops, together with a co'py of a dfsp'ateh 
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from that ofBccr to mj' addrcii dated ^citcrday and a copy of a 'cttci 
which I rcixi^cd at a later liour of last ni^ht from Colonel bneppard Coro 
manding at Kotah 

2 1 have further the honour of transmittinij to >ou a copy and tram 
Ution of an Arzee received >cticrda) from the iahiildar of the ]\ri{unnah 
of Kotah and a cop> and translation of a dupatch v.iuch wai luucd under 
the seal and signature of Gulab Rao Pundit to llic Choudrees and Kanoon 
got of the Purgunnah of Kotah and of which the original it in roy 
potieiiioro 

3 The circumttancct which are ttaied in the enclosed Arzee and 
conhrrocd ^ the tenor of the Uusluk issued b> Gulab Rao to the Mofussul 
Rp\cnuc olhccrt of Kotah appear to me to junifv in the most ample 
manner the me*aiurei which uere adopted l>\ Colonel Sheppard thouj^ 
contrary to the letter of hit inttrucUont and I cannot entertain a douot 
of the Honourable the Governor General t concurrence m the sentiments 
which I ha\c deemed it to he my dui> to convey on tins occaiion to the 
Commanding Officer of the troops 

A I cannot admit the suppoiltioa that the recent conduct of Gopal 
Rao so hostile to his own repeated promises and dccJarations and to the 
oxpre'si tenor and contents ot hU Sunnnds from hblnrajah Jeswant Rao 
which were submitted fur m> ocular inspection can have proceeded on 
the authorii) of Jeswant Rao or bo auributcd to any other motive than 
that which 1 have stated m m> dispatch to Colonel Prole and under thu 
impression I consider the result ot Gopal Rao • Incursion into Kotah a\ 
bcncfidal rather then injurious to the* interests of the Bniiih Govern 
moat m this province 

5 The enclosed copy and translation of a letter which I have received 
this day from Kooar Kunchuo Geer affords a satisfactory proof of his 
being totally unconnected with Gulab Rao and of his resolution to avoid 
giving offence to the Bntish 'Government m as far as the conduct of his 
dlswntentcd followers and relation and their unfortunate influence over hii 
raind will admit of his acquiescence in the determination of the Govern 
meat regarding the immediate dismission of his Suvars (Sowars) 

6 I see no reason to apprehend any serious evil from the adherence 
of the Honounblc the Governor General m Council to hii original 
resolution on the point and therefore I cannot presume to recommend 
the rcadmission of the Horsemen into our service thou^ I originally 
suggested thpir continuance for a time upon grounds of political expedience 
wmeh appeared to me to be worthy of coniidera^on 

7 I have genuine satisfaction iri reporting to you the continued and 
entire tranquillity of the interior of the province of Bundclkhand and the 
confident hope which I entertain that this condition will not be altered 
m any material degree by the effects of the disturbances m Kotah whether 
these immediately subside or be protracted and extended by a circum 
lUmre which is still by no means in my contemplation the renewal of 
hoitihtiei by Jeswant Rao 


I have the honour to be 
Sir 

Banda Your most obedient humble servant 

The nth October 1806 J BAII LIE 
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To 

LlCUTilNANT COLONLL PROI.R, 

Commanding thl troops in Bundelkhand 
Sir, 

By accounts winch I have this instant received from the Ameen of the 
Perjiunnih of Kotah, it appears tliat Gulab Rao Pundit with a small body 
01 preditory Horsemen luw lately entered into tnc Pergunnah and 
plundered a few of the peaceable vill igcs, in concert with the refractory 
Zamindars It is stated howe\er in the same account that no pan of 
Kunchan Geer’s Cavalry has yet been seen with Gulab Rao, and on the 
.oatrary that Kunchun Geer with his party has lately marched to a greater 
-.'Stance from the district of Kotah than that of his original encampment 

2 Under these circumstances, I have deemed pt to be my duty to 
iddress a letter to Gulab Rao for the purpose of recalling to his recollec- 
tion the terms of his declaration and promise which were made to me 
during his late \isit at Banda and of warning him of the consequence ot 
the neces'-ary and just displeasure both of his master Jeswant Rao Holkar 
and of the British Government, in the case of his continuing to disturb the 
tranquillity of Kotah 

3 Though I am not informed of the exact strength of Colonel 
Sheppard’s force, I should hope that his force will be suflicient to preclude 
the increase of the disturbances in Kotah till the arrival of the regular 
Battalion, but 1 shall still he anxious until I hear of the actual march of 
the Battilion from Soopah and of its rapid approach to the scene of the 
disturbances in question. 

1 The instructions which I sent on a forrncr occasion to Colonel 
Sheppard and of which if 1 mistalce not a copy is .ilrcady in your posses 
sion appear to me to contain all that is necessary on mv part to be suggested 
at present for the guidance of Major Vanrennon If anything further 
occurs to me here iftcr I shall h iw the honour of suggesting it for your 
consideration 

Banda J BAILLIE, 

The 10th October 1806 A A G 


To 

C;U»TA1N J BAILLIE, 

A G G , Bundelkhand 
Sir, 

I am extremely concerned to inform you, that my Harcarrahs bring 
me the disastrous intelligence that Colonel Sheppard has attacked Gulab 
Rao, m consequence of his plundering one of our villages, that Gulab 
Rao w'as repulsed with the loss of 50 or 60 men and retired about 17 coss 

My Harcarra states that Gulab Rao came twice before to plunder the 
village of-'Chomere. but retired on the approach of Colonel Sheppard, 
that the third time he plundered the village which induced the Colonel 
to attack him They also state. that Gulab Rao sent message to Colonel 
Sheppard to quit Koonch, and that except that place where the Colonel 
is encamped the whole district is in favour of Holkar’s men 

I have the honour to be," ' 
Sir, 

Goorha Your most obedient humble servant. 

The 10th October 1806 G PROLE, Lieut -Colonel 
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lo 

UhUT COLONLL PROLL 

Commanding the Thoow in Uundelkiiand 
Sir. 

1 have ihc honour lo acknowicdrc ihc receipt of iour dispatch of 
yc&tcrda) by ueprest and to transmit to >ou the (.ncloscd cop> of a letter 
which 1 reCLUed alon^ the same time from Colonel Sheppard Command 
log at Kotah 

2 Colonel Sheppard has certainly departed from the letter of the 
initructiotii which I transmitted to him under date the 18th of June last 
and which were referred to in m> dispatch of )e^terday to vour address 
but the circumstances whicli that oflicer has itate^d and which ore stdl 
more ciplicitly detailed b^ the Tahsildar of the Pcr(*unnah of Kotah m 
his iVrzec dated the 5t!i instant appear to me lo justify in the fullest manner 
tlic mcasuui which Columt Sheppird has adopted and to aulhoriit con 
fident expe'Ctation that his conduct will bo received in the same light by 
the Untitii Government and by Maha Rajah. Jeswant Rao Hoikar 

3 At the same time I have reason to suppose that the present conduct 
of Gulab Rao has been induced b> a desire on his own part to take advent 
age of the perturbed slate of the district of Kotah for the purpose of 
obtaining plunder, and has proceeded without the knowledge or authority 
of Maha Rajah Jcswani Rao Hoikar who if disposed to recommence 
ho Ulitici against (he British Government could scarcely have selected 
such an occasion and instrument as (hose In question for the first avowal 
of hu hostile dciigns 

4 Under these circumstances I am rather disposed to conftratulate 
than to condole with >ou on the result of Gulab Rao t incurtio'b into 
Kotah and of CoIoqlI Sheppards spirited exertions lo repel it and 1 
have no doubt that the success of those exertions followed by the advance 
of Regular Battalion to the frontier and by Gulab Rao s retreat to AJam 
pore win be attended with the ^st cffc^i towards the restoration of 
the general transquilllty of Kotah and the subniiuion of the refractory 
Zamindars 

5 I have great pleasure m informing vou that Kooar Kanchangeer 
has on this occasion afforded a satisfactory proof of his disposition to 
avoid gmng additional offence to the British Government and has 
retired with the whole of hit party to a village in the territory of Jhomi 
with the avowed intention or avoiding all further communication with 
Gulab Rao 

I have the honour to be 
Sir 

Banda Your most obedient humble servant 

The llth October 1806 J BAILLIE 

A G G 


To 

CAPTAIN BAILLIE 

Governor General s Agent 
Sir 

I have the honour to inform you that Gulab Rao a Chief of Hoikar# 
has collected together about 700 horses and 2*000 Infantry in neigh 
bourhood <Himniitting daily depredation in the Pergunnah of Kooch, J 
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hitherto led defensive, yesterdny his Cavalry came within my limits I 
attacked him, took a number of Ins horses and a stand of Colours a set of 
Kettle Drums and a camel mounted with Swivel and defeated him \\ith 
a terrible elaujthtcr followed him up close for b miles where he was dis- 
persed in dilTercnt directions and hope it will he some rime before he 
has such another collection of plunderers 


Camp at Kooch 
The 7tn October 1806 


I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

'^our most obedient humble servant, 

J R SHEPPARD 


From 

RAM DAYAL, THE. AMEEN AT KOa'AH 

Received on the lOt/i October 1806 

On the 1th of October 1806, Gulab Rao Pundit encamped at Chuineere 
a villa^^e in the Elaka of Duttia and 3 cosses from Kotah, where he directed 
his Sow’ars to plunder and la> w’astc this perqunnah Accordingly hi'^ 
Sow'ars were armed and in readiness the wdiole of the night, and 
threatened on attack in the clirectu>n of Kotah Colonel Sheppard was 
likewise prepared and ready for actions 

This morning the 5th Gul ib Rio attacked Kheirce and Amlooree two 
villages belonging to Kotah, the Zamindars of which lied and took refuge 
in the fort* of Deo Gaon, Gul ib Rao^ surrounded the fort and sent m a 
mcssigc requiring the surrender of tlie Zamindars of KheiVee and Amlooree 
The requisition not being complied with, Gulab Rao began to distroy the 
cultivation, and removing the grain of the merchants and Zamindars from 
the pits in which it was deposited forcibly carried it off The Gunu- 
bunds of Dcogaon seeing that their village was on the point ot being plun- 
dered were reduced to tlie necessity of giving up the Zamindars upon whom 
they Jev.ed or contribution of 417 rupees on the security of the bankers, 
and detained several people as hostages for the payment of it The Zamin- 
dar^ of Amlooree arc still in coniinement, and it is still unknown what sum 
will be caacted from them Two hundred rupees have been collected 
from the village of Deo Gaon, and Gulab Rao has issued Dustucks at the 
rate of 5 rupees per diem over the whole of the pergunnah of Kotah He 
has sent notice to the Chowdrccs and Kajioongocs that if any of them 
attend the Kucheree of the Amil, he will put them to death and he has 
ordered bis Suwars to seize and bring them to him whenever they can 
find them He has intimated to all the Zamindars that if they do not 
voluntarily come m and pay to him the amount of the Khanf Harvesr, he 
will every day surround in the same manner three or four of their villages, 
and forcibly levy the sum he requires 

Such IS the detail of the disturbances in these quarters and their 
occurrence at this critical moment of the seed time and at the period of 
the collections leaves me without a remedy If they continue for a week 
longer the pergunnah must be ruined I have thercfoie deemed >t necessary 
to represent them to you as Gulab Rao has directed his Sowars xcr seize 
and bring to him the Choudhancs and Kanoongoes and the Amil, it is 
Indispensable for me to have four or five hundred people in my service 
I have accordingly entertained 200 and I request your permission to enter- 
tain 200 more Self-preservation and the protection of the town is at this 
time necessary and I trust that a Battalion will soon arrive Kanchaueir 
has left the villages of Nudee Goon and encamped at Duhoka Two davs 
ago Colonel James received a letter by a Shootur Sowar from Gulab Rao’ 

63 
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to thji effect “You mujt march from hence fhji Ilaka hai been con 
ferru^ upon nu b> llolkar lo which Coluni.1 Jamci htni a luitablc answer 
Xhc- letters which I received from Koour Kunehan Geer the Nabab 
\Vi>hooddm Khan and Adjoodeen Pursad Khai Kullum together v/ith my 
an&weri to them arc enclaved In this Arzec 1 shall obey whatever in»truc 
lions you may be pleased to furnish me rcfcarduip die pavment of the 
gram and the gun In the fori of Lnda A copv of Kunehan Geer t letter 
to bhiv Gir u also enclosed There is a consiucrabic store of gram, Gun 
powder Leave and iMatciics tn the hori of Lnda and one gun weighing 
within a few veers of hvo niaunJs paying the amount of those stores will be 
of little consequence for they may be sold again for their full value The 
occupation of (his fort is of much iinportancc and it ought to be strongly 
garrisoned ilie fort of Aniital and ISclayan being contiguous to it 

Kanchangir is now encamped at a distance of 7 cosscs from Kotah 
Gulab Kao is encamped at Chuniecr in the Llaka of Duttia 3 Coss from 
Kot h and meditates an attack upon Kotah Yesterday Sowars from 

the Camp of GuLb Hao proceeded half a eoss in the direction of Kotah 
where thev halted and Colonel James with 200 Sowars Gun and two 
Comoaniei marched from Kotah and posted himself between the town and 
Gulab Rau It is now reported (hat Gulab Uao is advancing with the 
intentlun of giving battle and Colonel James ti alio prepared *100 Sowars 
liavc been dctaclicd bv Gulab Rao towards the forts uf Amlta and Dclayao 
and arc closely followed by Colonel James s ilarcarrai Their ob ect 
aoDc^rs to be to attack us from two or three diOcrcnt directions All 
the Gurrubumli are in league with Gulab Rao Colonel James has sent 
to me lo guard all the avcnuca to the town for which purpose 1 have 
entertained 200 men Four or five hundred however arc tn^spcns.bly 
necessary and regular iroons wiU I hope soon be detached The Hindi 
littt which Cuhn Reo idareif lo the Choudhinc* and Kanooncoet ii 
also enclosed I beg to he favoured with an immediate answer and your 
orders shall be Implicitly obeyed 

A true translation 

J BAILLIE 

The Stb October 1806 A. G G 


Tranzlallon oJm Dtisitik issued in the Marathalanguoso b\ Gulab Rao 
nth Rujub corresponding \^Uh ht October 1806 
Be u known to the Choudharics aPd Kanoongoet of Kotah that tf 
thev pay any part of the revenue of this year to the English it will not be 
allowed in account and therefore on their receipt of this order they must 
repair immediately to me and pay obedience to the Su’car 

k true transUtioo 


J BAILLIE 

A, G G 


From-KUAR KANGHAN GEER 

HecciTJtfd the llfh October 1806* 
Some tune ago when I departed frdm Putara, with the determined' 
resolution of proceeding to the Jaigeer after detaching the horsemen under 
the command of some one of the members of our family m quest of 
employment I was precluded by my numerous relations from carrying 
my resolution into eSecL Helpless therefore and led away or rather 
dragged by my numerous relations dnd dependents I proceeded to ^e 
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village of Nj.iddie Gang and \ bclcctcd this position distant and separated 
from the British Territory from an apprehension that the cultivation and 
the peasantr) might he injured by mv foflowers, and complaints be urged 
against me to >ou. I'lere I intended to wait for the return of your favour 
but Gulab Rio Pundit, the farmer of Mulhar Gimge, being obviously 
bent upon mischief, I was appreheubne that his improper conduct might 
be attributed pirtlv to me, and produce the displeasure of the Government 
and therefore I ha\e mo\ed to the neignbourhood of Jhaiisi, where I shall 
still await the result of your assistance and returning kindness 

The provision and Jaigeer wdiich have been granted to the Maharajah 
aie suliicieiit and liberal in the extreme 'I'he mere subsistence of our 
numerous relations and dependents is all that remains to be provided, and 
1 trust that after consideration of what has been latcu’y wiittcn on this 
subject, >ou will exert > ourself to accomplisli our views For my own 
part, I ha\e never yet departed in thought or deed from the duties of sub- 
mission md attichment, nor will 1 ever depart from them in any respect 

The thresh-hold of the British power, I shall never quit while I have 
life, but the assistance ind kindness of a benevolent friend like jouisell, is 
indispensable to my future welfare 

A true translation 


J BAILLIE, 

A G. G. 


To-CAPTAIN BAILLIE. AGENT TO THE GOVERNOR- 
GENERAL, BUNDELKHAND 

Sir, 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch under date 
the 11th instant 

2 The circumstances of Gulnb Rao Pundit’s eonduct, in entering the 
district of Kooncii with a body of troops, and committing depredations in 
It, even close to the position of the detachment under Colonel Sheppard, 
appear to the Governor-General in Council entirely to justify the measure 
of repelling the invaders by force of arms The Gov'^ernor-General in 
Council, confidently trusts that this repulse will preclude a repetition of 
predatory incursions on the part of Gulab Rao 

3 The disturbances in the district of Koonch, appear evidently to 
have been cx'citcd by Gujab Rao, in concert with some of the Zamindars, 
without autlionty from Plolkar The Governor-General in Council trusts 
that the arrival of the regular Battalion under the command of Captain 
Vanrennou, dispatched to Koonch, will .it once restore tranquillity in that 
district, and maintain it in future and with that view, the Governor-General 
in Council is disposed to think, that it would be advisable to render Koonch 
a permanent station for one Battalion 

4 Kooar Kunchan Geer's letter to your address, appears to the 
Governor-General in Council to afford a satisfactory proof that neither he 
nor his party had any concern in Gulab Rao’s incursions into the district 
of Koonch and also, that Kooar Kunchan Geer entertains no views, m- 
consistant with the obligations which he owes to the British Government 
He acknowledges that the provision granted by the British Government to 
Raiah Nermder Geer, to himself and the principal connections of Himmat 
Bahadur, is m the highest degree liberal, but states (what may be credited) 
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that lie li cmbarraitcd by tlic fricnUi and fclalion* ol the family who coro^ 
pj»o tne Military party a* thej have received ilic tanctmn ot the Uritiih 
Government to enter Into the service of any of ilic native Chnitaini they 
ate probably waning in thtir pre cm position until the ncgoiiationi they 
have eummcnced with some of thoic Chicftaini shall liavc been concluded 

5 The Governor GenenI in Council hopes it will have occurred to 
vou to apprize Koefar Kanchan Geer of the object of dupatchiog a Battalion 
to Koonth with a view to preclude an apprehen ion which judging from 
past circumstances mijit po ^ibl) hu instilled into his mind that the xnca 
sure Is directed to some purpu u adverse to him and his part) 

6 The Governor General m Council cntirel) approves the tenor of 
>uur dispaieli to f leutrnani Colonel frolc of the ilih instant 

7 The Governor General m Council, luving deemed it proper to 
addrew i letter to liolkar on the subject oi the laie transactions m Koonch 

I am directed to transmit to >ou for )our information the cnclotcd copy 
of that letter 

8 I am directed to add that (he Governor General in Council Ins 
received repealed and uliifactor) assurances from Holkar of hii determt 
mlion to adhere faithfully to the obligations of the Treaty of peace and 
hat every reason to place conhdcncc in those aisutanccj 

I have the honour to he 
Sir 

Your nx>st ohedicot humble tervaot. 
Fort William N B bDMONSTONE 

The lit October 1806 Secretary to Government 


To-JESWANT RAO HOLKAR 

IVrittcn, 21st Octofeer 1806. 

Gulap Rao the Agent whom you dispatched to receive charge of 
Mulhargungc etc hai latclv adopted an extraordinary line of conduct by 
claiming poiscsiion to the district of Koonch in Bundclkhand and bv enter 
mg that district with a force of horse and foot and committing depreda 
tioni within It For \ our information I send enclosed the copy of a 
Duituck issued by Gulab Rao, no effort was made on the part of the det-ch 
roent of troops stationed at Kooch to repel these depredations until Gulab 
Rao proceeded to plunder two villages close to the position of the Detach 
meat which was then compelled to repulse Gulab Rao and expel hit troops 
from the district 

I know that in pursuing ibi* unwarrantable conduct Gulab Rao has 
acted without your authority and I nm satisfied therefore that when you 
arc informed or it >ou will severely reprehend him and give him the most 
positive injunctions to refrain from repeating his predatory Incunions into 
the icmtory belonging to the British Government and from presumma 
to atsert on authority on the District of Koonch 

A true copy 


J ADAM 

Dy Secy to Government. 



To-N B EDMONSTONE, ESQUIRE, SECRETARY TO THE 
GOVERNMENT 

Sir, 

1 have the honour of transmitting to you for the information ot the 
Hon’ble the Governor-General in Council, the enclosed copy and transla- 
tion of an Arzee received this day from the Tahsildar of the Purgunnah of 
Kotah, which conveys a fuller and a more particular detail, of the recent 
occurrences in that district, than any of the documents which I have 

hitherto transmitted to your office 

% 

2 I have no hesitation in repeating my belief, that the recent conduct 
and declaration of Gulab Rao, were totaliv unauthorized by Maha Rajah 
Jeswant Rao Holkar, and in expressing my confident expectation, that the 
defeat and exfgilsion of the marauders who were led by Gulab Rao into 
the district of Kotah and the measures which have followed that occurrance 
will be productive of thejnost beneficial effects towards the restoration of 
tranquillity in the district 


' I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
Banda ; ' J BAILLIE, 

The 14th October 1806 - A G G 


‘ From— THE TAHSILDAR OF KOONCH, 

On the 5th of October 1806, I transmitted to you an Arzee containing 
a detail of the depredations committed by Gulab Rao on the villages of 
Koonch, which must have reached you On the evening of the 5th instant 
Gulab Rao sent a letter to the address of Colonel James, the contents of 
which are as follows : — 

“The Pergunnah of Koonch has been assigned io me by Maharaja 
Jeswant Rao, who has lately demanded of me the cause of my not yet having 
e5.tablished my Thannas m that Pergunnah and has enjoined me to do so 
without delay It is accordingly my intention to enteitam a Lac of horse 
and 'foot m order to establish myself m Koonch unless vou maren from 
hence immediately Letters have also been addressed by the Maharajah 
to Sheo Ram Bhau and to the Nana requiring their aid and support m m.y 
favour I send copies of those letters for your perusal “ 

. Colonel James on receiving this communication ordered the Hircarrah 
away and gave directions that 150 Sowars should be m readiness next 
morning at the usual post, and if they observed any hostile intention on 
the part of Gulab Rao, that they should on no account wait for fuither 
orders, but send intimation to him 150 Horse accordingly took up a 
position one coss distant from Koonch, soon after v/hich Gulab Rao with 
a Pody of 800 horse, 1,000 foot and a Gun advanced in the direction of' 
Koonch witn the intention of giving battle, and halting at a small distance 
formed his Sowers into three divisions A horseman came to Colonel 
James with the information who on receiving it sent for me On my 
arrival at the Colonel’s residence, I found that he had gone out, and I 
soon overtook him The Colonel sani, “Although I have received orders 
to refrain from attacking Gulab Rao, yet as he has advanced with the 
determination of offering me battle I must do ray duty.” 
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Tho Colonel** Sowar* immediately made »o vigorou* a charge on the 
enemy and the Matchlockmcn fired with such cficct (hat numbers were 
killed and wounded In the mean time Gulab Hjo with 400 Sowar* made 
an attack in tho rear on the Sowars of Colonel James who were fully ore- 
pared to receive them and half of our bowers were actually cngjgcd with 
Gulab Rao s Gulab Kjo unable to withstand the charge^ took to flight 
and wai pursued closel) nnd with great slaughter by our bowers e\ca be 
>ond hi* original encampment A Nukara and standard, IQ or 15 Horses 
of various sizes a camel with a swi\cl, and vast number of Mjichlocks 
and Swords were captured and brought in and Several horses without riders 
were running about the plain On our side three or four were wounded 
and one killed on the siuc of the enemy numbers were killed and wound 
ed and those who escaped fled with precipitation The above Is a detail 
of the nccurrcncci of today whatever further occurs that be regularly 
communicated • 

A person on the part of Rata of Sumptur from whom he has received a 
Khillat silver Bracelets and Gold carings lafcly came into the fort ot 
Busoof In the Elaka of Sumptur when he gave out that he was deputed by 
the Rajah to levy from Koonch the sum of 20 0lXi rupici 

Two or three of the neighbouring Zamindars In consequence seized 
and brought him to me today I have (hU iniunt received intimation of 
the circumstance hereafter further particulars ihail be transmitted on tho 
subject I have entertamed 470 mpn without vshich number, I hnd it 
impracticable xo carry on the duty 

A true traotlatioD 


J WAbCKOPE, 



POONA COURT 


\ 


Letter No. 1 — Sydenham reports his meeting with the Peshwa It is an 
mteresting report throwing light on the sentiments of the Peshwa 
regarding Maratha chiefs. 

From— T SYDENHAM^, RESIDENT AT POONA. 

To— THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Poona, the 27ih May 1805 

1 have the honour to acquaint your Excellency that the day before 
yesterday His Highness the Peshwa returned from Sisoor, and that yester- 
day His Highness invited me to an interview and repaired at the palace in 
Poona 

I 

2 I accordingly proceeded to the palace accompanied by Mr Gorran 
and Lieutenant Harvey and took the occasion of presenting Mr. Harvey 
to His Highness 

3 In the morning of yesterday I received information from Anand 
Rao and Byajee Naique of the intention of His Highness and Chimnajee 
Appah to perform second marriage and that His Highness was desirous of 
procuring brides from the Karnatick That a confidential servant about 
His Highness’s person was appointed to proceed to the Carnatick of the 
purpose of bringing some Brahmin children from the Karnatick, from 
which children His Highness and Chynnajee were to select their briaes 
That it was probable the messenger would have occasion to enter the 
territories of the Company and the Raja of Mysore in the progress of his 
tour and that His Highness requested I would give the messenger suilable 
letter ro the Dewan of the Raja of Mysore and the Superintending Collector 
*of the ceded districts, together with the passports in the English and 
Mahrattah languages I therefore prepared these several papers before 
Anand Rao and Byajee Naique, and had the honour to presenting them in 
the evening to His Highness himself 

4 The persons present at the interview exclusively of the gentlemen 
who accompanied me, were the Minister, Kisnajee Bowanee, Anand Rao 
and Byajee Naique 

5 The first part of the conversation which was occupied chiefly by 
mutual compliments and enquiries, was carried on between His Highness 
,’nd myself through Anand Rao But the Peshwa suddenly broke through 
this fatiguing and inconvenient custom and addressed me m Hindustani, 
and received my replies in the same language 

6 His Highness said that the- several articles of the intelligence which 
I had sent to the ministers had been faithfully translated and communicat- 
ed to him, that he was extremely rejoiced Everything had been settled 
at Bhurtpore in a manner so perfectly 'satisfactory, and that he laments the 
ungrateful faithless and* perverse conduct of Dowlat Rao Sindia in entering 
into a war which must terminate in the total destruction of that Chieftain 
I replied that His Highness must be sensible that it was your Excellency’s 
most anxious desire to maintain with Dowlat Rao Sindia the relations of 
friendship which had been established by the Treaty of Serjy-Anjangaon, 
and to extend to that Chieftain the support and assistance which had been 
promised bv the subseauent Treaty of alliance That even when the 
conduct of Dowlat Rao Sindia was more than equivocal, when some of 
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hli mcaturci and movcmcnti v.ctl oitcmibly Indicative of hoitility, Your 
EiCLlIcncy »tdl entertained a hope that Dowlat Rao bindia miRht be made 
(cntiblc of lus error and nnnht return to a proper unsc of his obluiations 
to the Uriliih Government 1 observed lint ilit ili^thness had very 
justly (tigmaiizcd the conduct of Dowlat Rao Sindia^ as rnih faithless arid 
ungrateful A clrcuniMance had hlclv occurred winch j was afriid might 
remove the possibiIil> of an amieablc arrant,cment with that Chicfuin 
I alluded to the union nf Dowlat Rao Sindia with Jeswant Rao Molkar arid 
shattered remains of his ditcumhtcd adherents I need not oiler ^riy 
remark upon that cxtraordinar> and monstrous proceeding I could not 
venture to anticipate \our Cxccllency s decision upon to Important an 
object as that of peace or war but His Highness must be convinced that 
Dowlat Rao bindia liad now avowedb and shamelessly violated all hii 
engagements with the British Government and that the British Govern 
nient could not stoop to the humiliating circumsimccs of witnessing its 
alliance its engagements and the public repose of India so trifled with add 
exposed to the caprice 6l any one or of any combinations of the ChicfiaiPs 
of this countr> 1 cunclude^d b> assuring Mis Htghncu that even in this 
peculiar juncture of affairs the conduct of ilic Britsh Government would 
be marked by its characteristic principles of justice moderation and 
liberality 

7 Hu Highness them addressed me nearly m the following terms, as 
far as my recollection serves me I will explain to you Your paths and 
those of the Mahrattai arc different Your way ii open and straight 
Their IS crooked and concealed When >ou have a friend you are fricndlj 
when you have an cncm> you show >our enmity and dcstro) him But 
some times vour enmity ends m friendship Their friendship a!wa}i ends 
in enmity 1 know vou both I have tried you both and 1 speak frorn 
what I have felt Those men with turbans who were m> servants tou^t 
my ruin ^ou who wear hats and ar<^ foreigners saved me from destruction 
and gave me back my throne While they were here I was insulted and 
oppressed now that you arc here I am at repose and do as I please. The/ 
took from their master crorcs of rupees and sidl asked more you have spent 
crorcs of rupees tor a tricnd and demand no return Wclwccn Smdia and 
Holkar this is the difference Smdia is a weak foolish boy who is hinuclf 
incapable of Government and u led b> the advice of others If hu servant* 
advi^ well he acts well If his servants advise ill he acts ill Great crime* 
arc committed by hii Government but he himself Is faithless Holkar is a 
bad man from hu heart He love* disorder he has repose Whatever he 
doc* proceeds from himself He u a monster who must bo dcstroved 
Serjy Rao Ghautka is almost worse than Holkar While these men havn 
power there cannot be repose Thounh they should have only a hundred 
men still they would excite disorder These arc the men who have brought 
Smdia into difficulties and will m the end rum him 1^:1 Lord WelloTcy 
extermto the guardians but let the child be pfeserved The Company must 
give Smdia good Counsellor* and must keep it* army at Ujjain All will 
then be quiet- I can have no friendship for Smdn for he was cruel to me 
and always insulted me bat It was not hi* fault. This is what I think 

8 I requested the Peshwa to receive my respectful acknowledgement* 
for the unreserved manner n whidi His Highness had done mo the honour 
to communicate Ip* thoughts Hu sentiments and opinions would do 
credit to the wisest and best of onncci I should have great pleasure lO 
communicating them to J.xird Wellesley It was very pleasing that thtf 
onnCTpIe whicn had always directed ana would always contiune to direct 
the condpet of the British Government were so distinctly understood anct 
so justly appreciated bv the head of the Mnhnralla empire I observed that 
po person could he so intlmT>^ely acquainted with the characters and dii 
poikioQ of all tb&^lnhratta Cbieftauu ai His Highneu and. that I had a0 



doubt the Characters His Highness had so forcibly drawn of Dowlat Rao 
Sindia and Eshwant Rao Holkar were perfectly correct I said I believed 
Your Excellency was persuaded that many acts of Smdia’s Government 
might be attributed to the advice of evil counsellors, and that all his late con- 
duct might be traced to the desperate counsels of Serjee Rao Gautkee acting 
in concert with Eshwant Rao Holkar The culpable weakness of Dowlat 
Rao Smdia's character was doubtless very much to be lamented but the 
essential principles of Government and the established forms of all inde- 
pendant states, required that the sovereign should be held solely and exclu- 
sively responsible for the acts of his Government Authority always 
implied responsibility, and in the external relations between^mdependant 
states, the Ministers of a Government were known only as the organs and 
instruments of the sovereign The choice of Ministers was therefore one of 
the most import and difficult duties of a prince, in as much as it involved 
either the prosperity and glory or the rum and disgrace of every state I 
again observed that it was impossible for me to anticipate Your Excellency's 
final determination I could only assure His Highness, that whatever might 
be the provocation offered by Dowlat Rao Sindia, the British Government 
wou'd adopt no measure, which was not called fof by indispensable neces- 
sity and would not be justified upon acknowledged principles of sound 
policy, good faith and public honour 

9 His Highness replied that no doubt every master must answer for 
the cpndujct of his servants, that the British Government had done all that 
was possible to reclaim Dowlat Rao Sindia and that if Sindia were ruined 
it was his own fault for following such evil counsels His Highness then 
made many enquiries about the numbers and conditions of Sindia i army 
I said I had no exact information of the numbers of his force, but that it 
was composed of men of desperate fortunes 'who assembled to live by 
plunder, and of the wreck of the troops of Holkai and his adherents His 
Highness asked whether Sihdia had any regular Battalions I replied he had 
some Battalions which were called regular, but which were undisciplined, 
unofficered, and badly armed His Highness said they would all run away 
at the sight of Lord Lake's army I replied that was very probable, but it 
they had the means of flight, we had the means of pursuit, and as Mirknan 
was with Sindia he would be able to tell what chance there was in escaping 
from our cavalry 

10 After some • further desulto/y conversation, the repast was 
announced and we proceeded to the room in which it was prepared During 
the repast His Highness was extremely attentive to his guests, and very 
afi:able and agreeable in his conversation When he heard that Mr Harvey 
was connected with Mr Webbe His Highness spoke in the warmest terms 
of praise of distinguished public officer His Highness said he had spent 
his time so pleasantly at Saisoor, that he was extremely anxious to make 
his long intended excursion to Whay, and hoped there was nothing now to 
detain him at Poona I said that when I had taken the liberty to suggest 
to His Highness to remain at Poona my advice proceeded solely from con- 
siderations of policy, connected with the general state of affairs and the 
condition of the pubLc mind at that time, and that His Highness had 
done me the honour to concur in the propriety of my suggestion At 
present I was not aware of any public objection to His Highness’s indulging 
his wish to spend a few days at Whay, and if any circumstance of importance 
should occur during hn absence, I would be careful to give His Highness 
the earliest intelligence of it through the Minister His Highness said he 
was made very happy by my acquiescence in his wishes and that 
he would return to Poona on -the moment I thought his presence in the 
capital was necessati His Highness observed he did not intend to stay at 
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Wai more than fifteen da>s and that jftcf hi» return to Puona he would 
uv. UK again at Dinner, and would then nuke a trip to the lieemah io ai to 
perform his I'hliitjonk in tliat river hefort the approaching nim 

Ij I am assured Ilii liighncsf was VLr> much pleaded at my re^dy 
and cheerful actjuicscence in hk wulics and 1 lume it w^ill serve to convince 
ilu Highness that my former advice was founded upon public cuniidera 
tions done Ills Higluieu has since urtlered ins bwnree to be prepared and 
•vilf proceed lo Wha> unaccompanied b> jn> ol (he public Ministers on 
Wednesda> morning the 29th inilanr It is proper for me to observe that 
I its Highness s present intentmn of proeeeduu to Wha> lias inipres cd the 
inhabiianii of Poona vvith a conviciion that there is nothing lo dread from 
tlic northward for the Milinliis arc ver> reluct int to ndinit the belief that 
coinbiiied forces of Hulkir and Sindn are so eonlemptiblc It is curious 
to ol):>erve the tluctualion of the public mind at i Mahratta capital Hut 
a few da>k ago the intended excursion to \Vln> excited the most serious and 
gLiicral anxiel) and alarm I he same step In* now restored confidence to 
all discfiptions of people 

12 When we had hnished our repast we returned to the room in 
winch we before had iieen siitiii)^ Ills Highness >tjll continued to be very 
talkative and spoke to me of his plans for the iinprovenienl of Poona by 
planting ireeM erecting chuuira* building Iiuusls ^rdens etc Hiii High 
ne s expressed desire lo huild a house tn tlie 1 n^li h st}lLj and lioped 1 
w luld give him a plan of one and assist him ui ihv exe ution of it Lsaid 
fill Highness nii^hl command ni) services Jlis Highness observed he had 
long been anxious to possess portcait> of His Maji l> and the Prince and 
of \uur i xeellenc) and Ixird I ake and assured mo that I could not perform 
a more acceptable service than to procure sucli piitures of the largest size 
and in the riciiest frame*) to be placed in the most conspicuous parti of hii 
palace 1 replud that I would addre*t ^our rxcclleno on the sub 
»ect and had no doubt \our Fxccllcno and lord Lake would be 
gratified by such a proof of Jlis Highness t personal regard and 
attachment with respect to the portiaits of His Majcsiv and the Prince 
^our 1 xcellcno alone wa* capable of procuring for Hii Highness s^h 
distinguished marks of the friendship of these illustrious personage*. His 
Maieitv and lilt Prince had cver> rcspt.cl for the native nnnee* of India 
and would be much gratified b> nearing of the ite*ad> adherence of His 
Highness to (he alliance with the British Government 

13 I was at last permitted to laltc my leave and was di*mi**cd as I was 
received with evcr> mark of attention and cordiality 


Letter No 2 — S>xlenham reports the details of an-enquiry to detect the 
authors of a clandestine correspondence aimed at spreading false 
Information about the state of affairs in the north and the relations 
between the British the Holkar and Sindhia The enclosures speak 
for themselves and are Important i\s the letter Is dat^ ISUi Jui)e 
and adressed to Wellesley It should come earlier in the volume 
One thing that should l)c noticed in particular In the enclosure 
No 9 is that Holkar refers to the Maratha state as Empire and 
to himself as M^rajah Dheeraj Raj Rajeshwar 

From— T SYDENHAM RESIDENT AT POONA 
To-MARQUIS WELLESLEY GOVERNOR GENERAL 

Pooijfl the ISth Jane ISOS 
I have for lome pait been engaged wi mveatigating in concert with 
the Mmisteri of thi* Government a Iranwclion -which I am in hope* may 
lead to a discovery of the penoni who »pread abroad the report! which are 
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so highly injurious to the British Government, and who are engaged in a 
clandestine correspondence with the confederates in Hindostan li is 
probable that in the course of the investigation, many other interesting 
discoveries may be made, if the Ministers are willing to prosecute their 
enquiries in the manner which I have suggested to them 

2 For some time past Candy Rao Rastiah who appears sincerely 
attached to the union and alliance of both Governments has suspected that 
a correspondence in itself of a most unwarrantable nature and which might 
become dangerous if not timely checked, has been carried on between 
Holkar and Sindia’s Camp Poona and the southern countries Cundy Rao 
Rastiah had likewise strong suspicions of the very ^person, who carried on 
this correspondence, but he was reluctant to disclose his suspicions until he 

, should be possessed of the means of substantiating them* This reluctance 
proceeded from some other reasons from a conviction that the Minister 
himself, iFhe did not encourage wav« at least not averse from the propaga- 
tion of the reports which prevail through the city, and that the Minister 
might therefore exert his 4ntluence to prevent the disclosuie and formal 
communication of such a transaction to the British Government Such 
at least weie the reasons which Candy Rao) through an intermediate person 
stated to me, before he brought forward his accusations to the Peshwa, and 
in fact I was furnished With an account of the whole transaction before it 
was communicated to PIis Highness or the Minister 

3 Early in this month. Candy Rao Rastiah succeeded in intercepting 
some letters from Moroba Phurkia to Baba Phurkia, which documents 
justified all Cundy Rao’s suspicions, not only of thq transaction itself, but 

of the persons by whom that transaction was carried on 

« • 

4 It would appear that a regular channel of clandestine correspon- 
dence was established from Holkar’s and Sindia’s Camps, to Poona, and 
to the Southern Countries by an agent at Meheysur, on the Nerbudda, and 
another at Peiinda The letters from Perinda were sent to Poona either 
to Anand Rao Keysur, a Karkoon of Ragotim Rao’s (The late Azim ool 
Omrah’s Dewan) or to Moraba Phurkia, and from Perinda to Meritch, 
either to Viswas Rao Ghauticy or to Baba Phurkia Moraba and Baba 
Phurkia continually corresponded between Poona and Meritch , and 
whatever might be the ultimate designs of thpe parties, it is, perhaps, 
fortunate, that the acknowledged Power of the British Government prevent- 
ed those parties from injuring the British Government m any other way, 
than that of propagating the most absurd and extravagant report of the 
strength, resources, success and intentions of the Holkar and his adherents 

5 Khande Rao Rastiah was so prudent as to communicate the inter- 
rupted papers to His Highness himself, who (being still at Whay) imme- 
diately sent them to the Minister with instructions to communicate them to 

- me, to secure the person of Moraba Phurkia, and to be guided by my advice 
in any further steps which might appear necessary to the complete investi- 
gation of the whole transaction, and the detection of all the persons who 
were engaged m it 

6 Moraba Phurkia, who resides at Chinchoor (a place about U Coss 
from Poona) was accordingly arrested and brought to Poona, and all his 
^papers seized by the Karkoons of Khande Rao Rastiah 

7 Agreeably to appointment, I \\aited on the Minister on the evening 
of the 7th Tune, to receive the communication of the intercepted papers 
which are literally translated for the notice of Your Excellency, and form 
an enclosure to this address Nos 1, 2, 3 and 4 were all in the handwriting 
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of Moraba Fhurkia and v.crc evidently add^citcd to the common agent of 
Moraba v.ho li\c* in Poona and nlioto name ii Madajee Punt Thu 
Aladhajee Punt Nvas likewise secured and is confined at Chinclioor 

8 On (he evening of the 8th instant, 1 again waited on the Minister 
to be present at the examination of Moraba Phurku Thai person was 
accordingly icnt for and the following examination look place 

9 Moraba Phurkia was asked whether he corresponded on public mat 
ter with any person He replied he never did Whether he held my such 
communications with Baba rhurkn He answered never The Ministers 
all at the same time proceeded to oppress Moroba Phurkia with many 
useless trilling questions which tended to notlimg and which Moraba 
Phurkia most dextcrouil) evaded ) requested permission to put a few 
questions to him I usked him what was his situation and condition under 
tnis Government Hu replied (hat he was a subject of (he Poona state, 
living at ease near the capital with no public concerns whatever I asked 
whether he was not indebted for this to the interposition of the British 
Government and (he merej and the favour of the Peshwa He said he 
was I asked him whether he knew what Holkar had committed in this 
part of the Country He replied he did that he had driven avra> (he 
wvertgo that ho had destro>cd the country and pillaged the city, that 
he and his adherents had been guilty of every cxccs^ and that he was an 
inveterate enemy of the Peshwa s and of the Brlti»h Government I asked 
whether he knew what liaba Phurkia had done He said he did (hat he 
was one of Holkar s prinanal advisers and adherents I asked him, 
whether he now considered Baba Phurkia to be an enemy or a friend of 
thu state He said assuredly an enemy I asked him whether correspono 
cnee with such persons upon sub|ecis not purely domestic was not Highly 
criminal He replied certainly man risks Ms life by such proceedings 

1 men rcq^ucstcd (he Minister to exhibit the intercepted papers and to 
question Moroba Phurkia concerning therp 

The letter (No I in the enclosure) was first shown He appealed 
surprized and confused At first he boldly denied it but when urged owned 
to- the handwriting After some hesitation ho expreued the concealed 
application of the proper names. He then remarked I am discovered and 
am guil*> He was then asked whether he had written any letters of the 
same kind Ho swore very solemnly none No 2 was then produced 
He confesses to be author of all of it iJxccpt the last sentence A Borabav 
Battalion alluding I conceive to the march of the 2nd Battalion 8tb 
Regiment to Guzerat 

I observed to him this sentence follows the first part of the letter it 
not in your hand it must have been written by your order He made no 
reply I urged him to a distinct answer but he evaded and denied He 
owned to No 3 and No 4 

No 5 was found in the same coverinj, as No 2 which evidently refers 
to an enclosed letter No S appears to be written by the Agent at Mchysur 
to Baba Phurkia and to have been sent through Anand Rno Kcyiur to 
Moroba Phurkia from him to be forwarded to Baba Phurkia A copy of 
^18 letter has since been found in (ho handwriting of Anand Rao Kevsur 
However Moroba Phurkia absolutely denied ever having seen No 5 He 
knows nothing of the contents nor of the persona by whom it is written 
or to whom it it addressed 

He was asked whether he had met Anand Rao Kcyiur clandestinely at 
Ghinchoor He said he knew nothing of him, and had no concerns with 
him Gundy Rao Rastiah however pressed Phurkia so closely and proved 
me meeting so dearly that Phurkia at last confess^ having met Anand 
Rao Keyiur by night at Chmeboor 
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Mooraba Phurkia then contended there was no harm in writing such 
letters as had been produced against him, that they contained merely the 
1 azar reports and no evil was intended by writing those reports to his 
correspondents He was asked why he had desired the letters to be dis- 
troyed He answered, not with his usual dexterity, that they might bring 
him into difficulty 


He was asked to whom he wrote the letters He said, perhaps to my 
Karkoon, Madajee Punt but J scarcely recollect* perhaps they were to 
An.tnd Rao Keysur, but 1 cannot speak with certainty The Minister said, 
we will confront Madajee Punt and Anand Rao with you, and they may 
deny the letters Moroba coolly answered, then I must ha\e written them 
to some other person 


Kistnajec Buwanie drew up a Mahratta declaration, which Moraba 
Phurkia readily signed The first part of the declaration went merely to 
state, that Moroba Phurkia had written those letters, had met Anand Rao 
But the Minister subjoined many long questions in writing opposite to 
which Moroba Phurkia wrote his answers The Ministers have not yet 
furnished me with this paper, when they do, I shall lose no time in convey- 
ing a translation of It to Your Excellency Moroba Phurkia was afterwards 
permitted to retire 


10 Aftei Phurkia had withdrawn, the Minister told me, that the 
Peshwa was desirous of confining Phurkia immediately m a Hill Fort, that 
he had forfeited all claims to indulgence and favour, and that he was a 
most dangerous and disaffected person I replied, that I thought Moroba 
Phurkia ought to be kept at Poona, until all his papers had been examined 
and the correspondence and extent of the intrigue completely traced and 
discovered That it was very unlikely a person of such acknowledged 
dexterity in intrigue should embark on such a project with companions 
and that it was the duty of the Minister to avail himself of the present 
occasion to discover who were the friends and who the enemies of the 
state in Poona Khande Rao Rastiah immediately observed, there are 
many people engaged with Moroba Phurkia, but time will be required to 
discover them The Minister then agreed to the propriety of detaining 
Phurkia at Poona until we had completed our enquiries and investigations 
I observed, that, I supposed every attention was paid to the confort and 
convenience of Moroba Phurkia in his arrest The Minister said, he has 
an excellent house, and docs as he pleases in it We only prevent him 
going abroad, or receiving visits We then appointed the following evening 
(the 9th) for the examination of the papers which had been found in 
Phurkia’s House at Chmehoor 


Translation of papers communicated to Captain T Sydenham by the 
Minister at a Conference with him on the 7th June 1805 


- The Whay rnan i? surr-ninded with difficulties I understand what you 
have written on this subject, but it cannot have taken place The report 
will not yet have reached the ears of the people Write me all that occurs 
You mention that a letter has come to B That the one eyed of the natin, 
wrote m a rage, that on this event, some one set off from your quarter, all 
•which I understand. Write fully on this he^d, Tear this letter after 
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pcriuat Pcuplc uy here that peace hai been nude Inform me of the 
truth £\try c>c i* turned tawardi him 

A true translation 

^ C GOWAN 


After compliments 

I ha\e sent j letter to ni> agent flic man will gl\e It I wnu t> 
inform >ou of it Write me the news of that quarter fheso respecif 
One Uomba> Battalion 

A truu translation 

C GOWAN 


This IS informed aulhurit> whether alTaifs there be disastrous or in a 
good train God knows We hear that pennx exists in >our c^uartcr 
Write me wliat >ou hear of it btndia s territories will be apln seized as 
I suppose Ihis ma> be false Write me somehow about tnii It u un 
safe to temaio here 

A true translation 

C, GOWAN 


After compiimcots 

I hear that 12 Battalions h i\e be^.n engau^ on this side of Delhi 1 
hear chat thc> ha>e been defeated Thus is their strength put to the proof. 
Nevertheless thc> are still tlicrc The report sa>s there exists not a vestige 
of them Write me whatever >our hear 

A due translation 

C GOWAN 


From Dada Krishna Sapre to Ramchandcr Baba dated month of VciSukh 
I5lh day of increase 

I have received your letter^ and I forwarded it to the person As to 
the affairs here our supporter is near Bhurlpore Lately the English have 
made four or five attacks on Bhurtporc They were very severe of the 
Enghih tide Thousand of ofiiccn. Tclingas and Hindustani troops were 
killed The English being defeated deserted their battalions (at?) Bhurt 
pore and retreated six or seven Com in the direction of Agra Our army 
was close on their rear and will cut them up Our supporter will firmly 
establish the Hindoo faith and will reduce lacks to nis authorit) To 
effect this he cares not for hii life and courageously attacks every one 
Hit Horse in battle received 7 or 8 slioU and fell but the hand of God 
preserved our supporter The Battalions of Uhain had joined those of 
Bhurtporc and arc also annd»iiated Lord Lake and all his officers were 
killed Our Army the Nawab Mir Khan and the Pindanes will enter the 
Doab crou the Jumna and establish themselves m the (Company i tern 
^ tones Dowlat Rao went to Dhoulporc to meet our supporter They will 
quicUy jom or have already done 80 Jeaht Sahib and Jeslol Smgh are now 
near Msndoiir Our supporter night and day exerts himself to establish his 
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authority By the aid of Shree Martand Mahara] the all powerful, this 
will be perfected He wished to arrest the Bastard, Koonjur Four former 
letters I forwarded to our supporter. 


A true translation 


C GOWAN 


Translation o) Letters comimniicaied to Captain Thomas Sydenham at a 
conjerence with the Mimsiei on the 11th oj June 1805 

No 1. Moon of Ghietra, 9th day of the Wane This is a copy in 
Aunund Rao’s handwriting of No 5 of the intercepted correspondence of 
Moroba Phurkia, written by Dadoo Krishna Sapre to Ramchandra Baba 
from Mheysur dated month of Veisakh, 15th day of increase 

No 2 Camp at Mel Kharoli Ghaut near Subulghur 5th, 8th 
Mohurum Our supporter is near the Ghambul, 

The English Vakeel has made this request That here 7 or 8 days as 
Colonel Close is coming from Nagpore to treat about peace, when he 
arrives, the dispute will be terminated Should this not be the case, act, 
then as you please Let us be guided by the Treaty concluded by the Blessed 
Patel Bawa acting mutually according to former friendship, and let us admit 
Holkar to our alliance By rash -counsel, both states will suffer In 
consequence of this, we shall remain here 7 or 8 days On the 6th of the 
Moon, Ra]a Sree Serjy Rao Bapoo and Jotyajee Maunie, with some 
Pindaries, went to Bhurtpore to bring Holkar to the banks of the Chumbul, 
and effect an union when he will act as events may direct The English 
Vakeel here talks of Peace because the diminution of their power is muni- 
fest We shall see what is the will of God Our supporter had collected 
a great force We shall march whenever Bapoo advises it Bhurtpore is 
40 Coss from hence 

A true translation 

C GOWAN 


After compliments 

No 3 Smdia and Holkar hiiyc met near Subulghur At Agra there are 
onl> three or four Battalions, It is verv probable that thev may enter into 
alliance At several places they say, that they have united already You will 
say, that is improbaole, as the English Power evidently exists here The 
Nagpur account states their ailiance, and the annihilation of every English 
person there • The English here have received account of their junction 
and march to Narwar Meer Khan and the rest will quickly arrive here 
The Eng^lish are encamped at Malkapore, but where are their troops to 
form a Camp Bhonsla has left Nagpur and has marched 7 or 8 Coss to- 
wards Gurra Mandla with his forces He has dismissed Close, who is gone 
to Mulkapur, Let your mind be at ease under the hand of God Every 
thing goes on prosperously The meeting of the two has taken place a 
month and a half If then the English have power why do not they take 
Jaumgaum and other places The cause is manifest Sreemant went 
yesterdav to Whay. m uReen days he will rerurn, and then proceed to 
Pandharpur Gokla accompanies him Appa Saheb is here whomsoever 
a copy of this intelligence 'may reach, let him not think lightly of it 

A true translation 

, ' ' C GOWAN 



After Comphmenu. 

No 4^ I have lent copici of the letter* I am Juit informed by Icttcri 
of the mcLiing of t\so The rcniaininjj Ualtalioni at Agra were beaten in an 
cn;^;*Lmcnt and much plunder v^os obtained and not a %LiligL of them 
rcnuini Uolkar requires that liis former demands shall be complied iMlh 
OihcPMSc he refuses to make peace Thu he has plaml> told them Ihu 
IS the report, but I am not certain flic troocu of Nu^gcr are gone to 
Malkapur Shrtemani i troops are not arrived but lhe7 will soon bindia 
IS coming hither 

A true translation. 

C GOWAN 


V B — All the originals of these papers in the acknowledged hand writ 
Ing of Anand Rao were found in Moraba Rhurkiai bag of private papers 

No 1 is a cop> of No 5 of the enclosure to my ollicia) address No 14 

No 2 Appears to be a letter sent to Anand Kao b> way of Kcriuda 
the original of which might have gone to Uaba Phurkin No 3 and \ arc 
evidently Icttcri to Moroba Phuricia from Anand Kao 

C GOWAN 


Trans/ation oj a letter from Jesteaut Rao Holkar to iydaihtv ManJrcsh^ar 
ijlcr comp/iments 

Consider every thing here to be well, and wTitc me accounts of your 
welfare A long period has elapsed duri^ which I have not had the 
pleasure of rcccmng a letter from you Gratify me therefore by writing 
to me regularly 

You have no doubt heard all the intelligence of this quarter My 
ancestors served our master (the Feshwa) With a 6rm intention of doing 
more than th» did I went to the Desh But I could not carry my aniiout 
wiih« into effect On the contrary he (our master) enicrtamim unfavoura* 
bic sentiments towards me would place no confidence m me and went away 
to the sea shore I in coiucqucnco returned to this Quarter The power 
of the enemy increases daily and it is their design under the cloak of fair 
assurances to take posscuion of our empire On account of this I have 
hitherto opposed them and I have not -wanted success But as 1 have 
received no assistance the business has been prolonged 

My equal probably (Sindia) has also clearly perceived that the welfare 
of us all IS involved in the preservation of the empire and that hit own 
interests require it Being convinced of this he has joined me L^t our 
master only be aflcctcd by the cement and let him send me his orders 
We will then act with one mind and with united counsels and the enemy 
wil) be embarrassed and restrained You arc there m the presence. Make 
a representation to our master and let orders be sent to us both (Holkar 
and Sindia) according to good counsel So that the honour to master and 
the servant may be preserved I am only anxious to maintain ray character 
what need I say more 

Dated the lOtft Rit& 680 ofauotr'/ or 8 (/i June 1805 
A true translation 

E TRISSELL 
Awistant to the Resident 
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N B . — ^The seal of Holkar which is affixed to this letter contains the fol- 
lowing inscription Sree Laxmee Nath, Shah Alam, Padshah Ghazee Ka 
Furzund Arzoomund, Bahader ool Moolk, Zubaulool Qmrah, Maharajah 
Dhee Raja, Raj Rajeshwar Jeswant Rao Holkar Soobahdar Aleejah 
Nusrutjung Bahadur 

The signet of Jeswant Rao is affixed at the end of the letter 

A true copy 


Letter No 3. — This letter suggests that there was some intrigue going on 
between Moro Pant Phadke and one Anand Rao Keshar 
who was living at Poona -after he retired from the service of Raja 
Raghottam Rao of Hyderabad*. The nature of intrigue is not clear 

From— T SYDENHAM, RESIDENT AT POONA, 

To— THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL, FORT WILLIAM 

Poona, the 21st June 1805 

1 was prevented from waiting again upon the Minister till the evening 
of the 11th," when I arrived at the Minister's he read to me a note from 
Anand Rao Keysur to the following purport That Anand Rao Keysur 
had heard that the Minister had received some very injurious report respect- 
ing him and that he was therefore desirous of waiting upon the Minister 
To explain himself The minisier told me, that he had given no reply to 
that note, but that he had sent for Anand Rao, whom he expected every 
moment 

2 The Minister then communicated to me six papers, all in the hand- 
NH^iting of Anand Rao Keysur Four of these papers are literally translated 
icr the notice of You-r Excellency The other two have not yet been sent 
to me, although I have repeatedly asked for them Indeed, the four papers 
which are translated were not sent to me till the other evening, and I 
oerceive considerable reluctance on the part of the Minister to enter fully 
with me into the investigation of the transaction, which Khande Rao 
Ra^htia’s vigilance has brought to light The course of this extraordinary 
reluctance, I hope to be able, on a future occasion, fully to explain to Your 
Excellency 

^ 3 Soon afterwards, Anand Rao Keysur came in, and an examination 

nearly of the same kind as that which passed at my last visit, then took 
place Anand Rao ,was extremely bold in denying all correspondence or 
communication with the Phurkia’s or with any person whatever upon sub- 
jects not purely domestic However, w'hen the letters were exhibite<^ he 
betrayed some symptoms of surprize and confusion, and soon owned to 
the handwriting, and to the application of the proper names He after- 
wards recovered his confidence and answered all the Minister’s questions 
with surprizing assurance When the Minister urged him to. confess to 
whom the letters were addressed, o" from whom received, Anand Rao 
stared the Minister full in the face, and said “why do you trouble me with 
questions, you know the transaction as well as I do” The Minister avoid- 
ed Anand Rao’s look, and made no reply, but changed the discourse to 
some other general points. 

65 
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^ Kni!»iw)cc Bhuwani then prepared a declaration, which Anand Rao 
jlgncd and tome quctiiont were put m writing, oppotUc to which Anand 
Kao wrote hit amsseri * 


5 Anand Rao wat next (lucstioncd rctpeciing hit iccrci mcctingi with 
Moroba i^hurkiah and after much cvailun at lait he owned to hit having 
met Phurkiali b> night at Clunchoor 

6 1 then addreaed the following quutiuns to Anand i^ao which he 
answered with a confidence and in a tone bordering on intolcncc 

^ou live at Poona under tlic protection ot die Pciiiwa s Government 
i do You were formerl) in Kauotim Rdo t service and held a public 
situation at this Durbar? f did Do >ou at present hold any public or 
acknowledged situation at Poona? I have not, since Rakotim l<ao s dis 
missal from olhee at H>derabad Wh> do >ou Use at Poona? Because 1 
prefer Uie place to an> other I am a Brahmin ot the MaSratta nation apd 
i liave lived here fourteen >ears ^ou know the friendship and alliance 
which unites the three state*!? I do ^ou know who arc the enemies of 
the three slates? 1 do You know that >ou have nn riglit to hold any 
communications with the encmie*s of the three states? Asiurcdl> 1 have 
no nglit (Capt b>denham) Ihe Idlers which axe now before ^ou in 
vour acknowledged handwriting, prove that >ou indulge in re*cciv)ng and 
communicating intclfigcnce which though false or at all events greatly 
exaggerated* u calculated to encourage a most erroneous and dangerous 
notion of the power and resources of the enemies both of that state which 
>ou formerl) Rrved or the Government under whose immediate protcvtion 
>ou are peaceably living (Anand ItaoJ I only hear and write what reaches 
mo from the Baiar there can be no harm in that (Capt S ) If no harm 
was intended will you give up the names of the persons from whom you 
received your micUigcncc? (A R) I got it from my friends (Capt b) 
Who were ihe»c Irieads’ (A R) I do not recollect (Capt S) This 
will not do Answer me distinctly The eomiminication what you cal! 
Bazar Report docs not require such cautioOs eecrecy Will or wjll you 
not give up the authors of the mteUigcncc? (A R ) I assure >ou I do 
not remember who they were (Capt S) You had rctourtc to falsehood# 
you now tn evasion Will you icll me to whom these letters were written r 
(A R J I ^do not remember (Capt S) Shall I assist your memory? 
\A U ) Perhaps you may know ICapt b) Supp> 08 e we sav Moroba 
rhurkiah? (A K) I do not think he was the person (Capt b) 
bhall I prove it by calling Moroba Phurkia here? (A R) He might 
now that I recollect be the person to whom they were addressed but the 
circumstance was so trifling that it would readily escape my recollection 
(Capt S) But you will not positively confess that they were written to 
him (A. R ) I cannot speak positively of a transaction ot which I have no 
distinct recollection (Capt S) 1 have onh one more question to put to 
\ou on which I require a positive answer Did this correspondence proceed 
from yourself or arc you the agent of another person? This question is 
of great importance to you md therefore consider well before you answer 
me There was coniidorablo hcsjHtion and evriiion in replying to (his 
queitioru At last Anand Rao said that it proceeded from himself 

7 Anand Rao was then pcrnifttcd to retire and was desired to veatt 
m a lower apartment of the Ministers House until the Minister had 
spoken to me 


Anand Rno had wlthdrjawn the MmiRtcr told me that Anand 
Kao sent off most of his effects and that It ti probable he would abscond 
Without his person were serured 



507 


9, I replied, that as Anand Raa was evidently implicated in the trans- 
action, which It was our duty to mvesigate in the fullest manner, and as 
the flight of Anand Rao might prevent oui arriving at the source, and our 
discovering the whole extent of the transaction, 1 thought it ^woidd he 
prudent to secure his person until we had completed our enquiries 

10 The Minister said, that he was afraid of offending the Nizam’s 
Government by placing a guard over a person who was formerly a servant 
of that Government I replied, that Anand Rao was not accredited by 
this court in any public situation, and that therefore he was subject to be 
placed in restraint if he should excite the suspicions of the state under " 
whose protection he lived That the Government of the Soubahdar of the 
Deccan would be equally affected with that of the Peshwa', by the successful 
result of any intrigue with the common enemies of both Governments, and 

, that I did not conceive the present Government of the Soubahdar could 
feel the slightest offence at the Peshwa s taking any measures which the 
security and welfare of the state might demand, in restraining the peison 
of a man who was implicated m an unjustifiable and dangerous transaction, 
and who was no longer in the service of the Soubahdar’^ Government 

11 The Minister then asked me what was the nature of the restraint 
which I thought ought to be imposed ppon Anand Rao I replied, 1 
thought it would be sufficient to station a Karkoon, with three or four 
chokidars, in the hou^e of Anand Rao, so as to prevent his absconding, or 
his holding any communication with strangers , but that he might not be 
subjected to any other kind of inconvenience The Minister hinted at the 
custom of making a general seizure of all Anand Rao’s effects, on the 
pretence of searching his papers I told him, that, as Anand Rao appears 
to be no Novul (‘^) in intrigue, I believed the Minister would find it difficult 
to get at his secret papers and that his personal property should be held 
sacred The Minister promised that none of property should be seized, 
and that Anand Rao should not be subjected to any unnecessary inconveni- 
ence or restraint 

12 I then told the Minister, that I would immediately intimate to 
the Resident at Hyderabad the step which the Minister had thought it 
necessary to take, with regard to Anand Rao, and that I was assured the 
Government ot Hyderabad would have no grounds of objection to it 

13 I shall not detain Your Excellency with any observatiorfs upon the 
subject of this and my former address The transaction has already led to 
some very extraordinary communications to me, which I do not wish to 
submit to Your Excellency until I shall have' prosecuted my enquiries for 
the purpose of forming a more decisive judgment on the nature of the 
communications which hav’^e reached me 

Letter No 4 — Reports the information he had come by regarding a 
correspondence between the Minister Mankeshwar, 4mand Rao 
Keysur, Moraba Fadke and others m Poona and the Holkar, 
Sindhia, etc , aimed at the subversion of the British Ascendancy 
The enclosures are suggestive of the intentions of the persons con- 
cerned though in certain matters misleading. They throw light on 
the attitude of some of the leading men m Maharashtra towards the 
Bntish ascendancy 

' From— T SYDENHAM, RESIDENT AT POONA, 

To— THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Poona, the Isi July 1805 

In my last address to your Excellency I took occasion to observe the 
reluctance with which the Minister assisted me m the prosecution of my 
enquiring into the nature and extent of the correspondence which has been 



brought lo Iiglii l»> the Mgllancc ol Klunde Rio Rakhtbli I wuli tlia! jt 
\\a$ in m> p(mer to asiurc Yoi»r rxecUeno that thi* alucUnce proceeded 
from lhil rcimHnt*! indifTcrtnce md inalltnliun lo buuneu which 
chnncitfizu the Mmukr h condnci m all afiairi of public impo.hncu 
Rut I muit confer tint from whal I lia\c heard nUiii 1 ln\c ueii and what 
\ know of the Minibkrs clnnclef ind dupontion I am afraid iHil the 
extraordinary reluctance on the part of the Minuter in carrying on the 
further m\ekiigalion of tiiu corre*pondtnce procexJi from in apprelicniion 
that he himtelf may be imphcited in the *pme chirgei winch tn\e been 
adduced a^alnst Moroha Phurkia and Anand Kao Ke>sur ^ou I xcellency 
will rcadilj conceive that I am vco t>uarded in m/Ttring my mind lo 
receive juch unfavourable impre‘i»ion* and tint I would not wanloul?' or 
ncedleiBl) indulge luvniclons of fO vertooi a nature igainbl a perton filling 
the high and confidential jituition hclJ b> Sada lico Kao \fankeihw ir under 
this Government 

2 It has beiTome m> dui) lo lav before ^our I xccllcne> m detail the 
various ciusei which lend to corroDonle ihe impretiion winch I have 
received from the private intelligence of the Nfimsler » sinister conduct and 
of hi5 total disinclmalion to cherish and improve that connection with the 
British Government on which the security repose and prosperit> of this 
state exclusivcl> depend 

3 It IS almost impossible to an> court and par(tcularl> at Mahratt^ 
Court to substantiate private miclbgcncc hut I have a firm convieimn thui 
I was not tmiinformed on the nature of Maunkusliwar s -omliict at 
Runaisliwar I liad hoped and 1 expressed tint hope lo ^our Kxcclltncy 
that Mankeshwar was suinciently alarmed at what occurred on the occasiou 
und iufHcienil> convinced of the (ulilitv and danger of indulging his 
inveterate habits of intrigue to prevent him from repeating such conduct 
as had excited vcr> well founded suspicions in m> mmd and bid ne'arlv 
produced a formal protest and rcmonttancc on m> pirt lo the Pcihwa 
which might have been followed b> unpleasant consequences to the M niircr 
But the tcnicnlv of a Mahratta is as remarkable as his intincerit> nnd it 
appears to me that Munkithwar yields to none of his brcthcrcn m an> one 
of the qualities of the national character 


4 The whole tenour of m> own and of man> of Colonel Close s dis 
patches must have convinced Your Excclicno of the culpable inattention of 
Mankeshwar to the promotion of every object conneclt.d with the eombmed 
interests of the two Governments or if It were more cnrrccll) stated to 
every object connected with the interests of the Peshwa s Government which 
may have been recommended to hii nitcntion by the British Rc*idcnt 


5 But attributing this indifference and neglect to the true inlcrcitJi of 
the state to either the indolence or incapacity of the Minister there is 
another notorious circumstance m the conduct of the Minister which is 
totally ureconcilcablo with his constant expressions of attachment to the 
combined interests of both stales and of hii desire to obtain the confidence 
and favourable opinion of the British Go>crnincnt 


6 The circumstance to which I allude is the Minister s prosecution 
of every person who has any connection with the British Government anc* 
to his notice and consideration b> the Bntmh. 

V ^ 17 n unncccMary (or the Retident at thii Court Ic trouble 

•lai^ f . ' r nature of our pretenl connection with the Poona 

^te It II necaiary for the Reiident to convey to the Minuter of the 
Covemment But I am aiiurcd Your FxccllenS: wil! be concS to h«r 


that almost invariably it is not in the power of the Resident either by 
entreaty argument or remonstrance, to obtain any redress or satisfaction 
for the parties whose grievances or injuries he may have laid before the 
Minister There are at present two or three causes of just and acknow- 
ledged complaints in the same unseftled state, to the infinite injury of the 
parties concerned, as when Colonel Close first conveyed them to the 
Minister 

8 Sin^e my arrivel at Poona I have had occasion repeatedly to urge 
the Minister to do away acts of severe and unmerited oppiessions tov-aids 
the dependants of^Amrut Rao, towards Dhonde Punt, (the Killedar of 
Logur), the family *and the garrison of the Poorunder, but my remon- 
strance and entreaties have not in one instance succeeded 

9 Your Excellency will have noticed the indifference and inattention 
shown by the Minister, the evasions and delays practised by him in provid- 
ing for the expenses of the different quotas of troops commanded by the 
Jagheredaui of Vmch'ore. Goeklah and Appa Dessaye, and as those com- 
manders have repeatedly and unequivocally avowed to me, because they are 
friends of the Company With respect to Appah Dessaye, I beg leave to 
advert to my two dispatches of the 17th and 20th June to Colonel Close, 
which convict the Minister of either the most culpable inattention or of an 
acr which one would be unwalling hastily to attribute even to Mankeshwar 
Whether he directed, or secretly encouraged the acts of the Sirsoobah or 
not, it IS certain that Appah Dessaye has received such an impression on 
his mind that were he not restrained by the fear of losing our good opinion 
and support, he would instantly retaliate upon the Siisoobah, and lay waste 
the whole country under the management of that officer It would be 
impossible to say what of the Southern Chieftains might take part in such 
a contest At all events a civil^ and intestine war which would icvive all 
the ancient friends and animosities of the Southern Chieftains, which would 
be attended with the immediate destruction of all the Peshwa’s possessions 
in that quarter and which might ultimately require the active operations of 
a large British Force to put an end to such a war, would have been pro- 
duced by the conduct of Mankeshwar alone, having provoked to extiemity 
either by aggression or injustice a Chieftain who is disposed to act t^aithfully 
and cheerfully in the service of the state 

10 The same reflections occur in viewing the probable consequences 
of the arbitrary removal from office of Khande Rao Rashtiah That officer 
if driven to extremities might hold the countries under his management in 
open rebellion against the Peshwa’s Government, it would be impossible 
for the Peshwa’s troops ever to dri\e him out from the immense forti esses 
and strong fortresses of the Western Ghauts and the Peshwa could onlv 
recover the possession of the undisturbed, and most, productive part of his 
territories by the severe exertions of a large British Force, completelv 
equipped for the heavy operations of continued seizes 

i 

11 I am unwilling to occupy more of Your Excellency’s time on these 
distressing subjects I trust that I have summarily stated causes sufficient 
tc justify my conviction that the Minister is not disposed to cultivate, with 

'prefer cordiality and zeal, that connection with the British Government 
which he acknowledges to be necessary to the true interests of this state 
The same statement will likewise bear me out m my suspicions that the 
Minister may be adverse to the full and faithful discharge of the engage- 
. m^ts of the alliance, and that he may he c^pable of entertaining designs 
and prosecuting intrigues inconsistent with the obligations of honour good 
faith and sound policy 



12 I do not thmk it nccciiar> tu dv^cll upon the central char-cter 
and dispoiilion of the MinulLr, not to cafr> Your I xccllcnc> back to a 

of the i\lml»ti.ri conduct prtviouiK to anu after llic conclukion cf 
the treat) of Bawicn thoufih unqucktioiiahJ) kucli a rtiro»pect niu»t tend to 
]ustd> and corroborate that unfavourable iniprcmon wlilcli I have received 
from the whole tenor of m> ptiblu lommitnicalion at this Court nnco 
1 liave been honoured with the temporar> charj^c of t)»c duties of the 
Rciidcncy 

13 It appears to me to be necessary to carry alony with me the gene 
ral impre'Siion which I liave received from the public conduct and ueis and 
the known character and disposition of the Minuter m judging of tlic 
degree of credibihl) winch ought to be altJ hed to the private informa 
lion which 1 obtain of his conduct and concealed designs U his public 
conduct, and the designs which are attributed to him. were at variance 
1 shoulu naturall) form opinion ul his real dupo^iiiun from hu public con 
duct alone If 1 found in my communications with the Minuter that he 
was opvn and candid that he hsiened to mv siigi^e’sliuns with allenlion 
that he was xcalous and active tn the promotion of every object onnccted 
with the interests of this state that he teemed dllpo^cd to cultivate and 
promote the connection happily subsisting belwi.cn the two Governments 

1 should attribute (he private intelligence which reaches me to (he malice 
and enmity of disapimintcd and disaljeclcd persons whose object was not 
to do us good but to do him harm Unfortunately the public ads and 
concealed designs ailnhulcd to the Minuter only serve to confirm and 
corroborate each other his public acts compcll mo to give crci’it to Ins 
supposed de'stgns his supposed designs alTord some explanation of his 
public acts 

14 I now proceed to report to Your Excellency the furthttr steps 
which I have taken to prosecute m> enquiries Inio the extent of the clan 
destine correspondence and shall aticrwards beg to stale the result of thpse 
enquiries with such observations as may tend to assist Your Excellency s 
final judgment upon (he nature of the correspondence itself and that upon 
the designs of the persons who have been proved or who may be rupposed 
to be implicated in carrying on that correspondence 


15 In my oflifcial addi u No 14 I observed lliat Miande Rao Rashllah 
had uot communicated the intercepted papers m the first instance lo ihc 
Minister lest thev should Invc been withheld from the light and the whole 
transaction passed m silence Soon after the seizure of Morabah Phurkiah s 
papers at Chinchorc Khande Rao Rastiah sent a private message to me 
the substance of which is preserved in tin, enclosure No 1 of (his dispatch 
It might indeed be naturally concluded that all the papers had lot been 
communicated to me for it could scarcely be supposed but that many 
lUtcrcstmg papers from Babah Phurkiah should have been found upon 
Morobah Phurkiah which might have enabled me to trace the corrupond 
cnee into the southern countries As the fact of a direct and almost open 
corr«pondence be^cen Holkar and Scn> Rao Gautkey and the Putwardhan 
taraily ii well established and indeed notorious it would have been highly 
interesting to procure some papers from Baba Phurkish to enable us to 
JudM With jome confidence on the repdrtt of the luppoied motne. and 
dMlgni of ac late movement, and proceeding, of Chintaman Rao which 

have certainly lermi 

hf. neiDhh^?4^ Moolukgcerec) eipcdition against the poiieMion. of 
conmeture. a.idc the information which 
proceeded from such a man a. Khande feo Raihtiah was certainly deR-rving 

preu any enquine. upon Munfceshwar m such a manner as mieht lead to 
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the conviction of his having withheld important documents from me, 
without giving rise to suspicions that my information proceeded from 
Khande Rao Rastiah It was therefore my determination to endeavour to 
bring that branch of my enquiries to some satisfactory result, provided it 
could be accomplished without endangering the personal safety of Khande 
Rao 

16 On the 22nd June I received a private message from Anand Rao 
Keysur, of which I made a memorandum and that memorandum together 
with the answer which I diiected to be given to Anand Rao will be found 
in the enclosure No 2 and are submitted to "Your Excellency’s notice 

17 If the assertions of Anand Rao Keysur could be credited, 
Mankeshwar would appear to be concerned in the transaction, at least to 
have known the existence of a most unwarrantable correspondence without 
communicating the circumstance to the British Representative or without 
adopting any one measure to restrain or to put an end to a proceeding 
which is certainly highly improper in its nature . and were not the British 
Government too powerful to be affected by petty intrigue, brought with 
serious danger in its consequences Whatever might be the general im- 
pression on my mind, I should assuredly be“extremely reluctant to suppose 
that Mankeshwar could be guilty of taking an active part in a treasonable 
correspondence and would not encourage such a supposition except on 
unquestionable and convincing documents, but I have found the Munster 
culpably inattentive to the propagation of rumours highly injurious to the 
character of the British Government and extremely adverse to the repose 
of this state I can readily imagine that the Minister was by no means 
ignorant of the existence of such a correspondence as has been lately 
detected, that he might rather encourage than restrain it, that he knew the 
persons by whom it was conducted, and that he was not averse from 
receiving the inteibgence which it procured Such conduct, if not 
treacherous is assuredly very improper and impolitic, and it may be easily 
concluded that a man, who does not openly restrain may secretly encourage, 
a correspondence of which it was his first duty to detect and punish the 
conductors It was not therefore in my power to refuse all credit to the 
bold assertions of Anand Rao , though it is evident that a man of such 
character, who had been detected in improper proceedings and might con- 
sider himself at the mercy of the British Government would be anxious to 
transfer his villainies to another person, would not be very scrupulous in 
what he asserted and would endeavour to elude the further investigation 
of his-^own crimes, by divertmg our attention to other enquiries of a more 
interesting and important nature 

18 But the knowledge I have of the Minister’s character, the message 
I had received from Khande Rao Rashtia, the extraordinary reluctance with 
which the Minister assisted me in the prosecution of my enquiiies, these 
several circumstances combined with my former intelligence of the 
Ministers concealed proceedings, seemed to require that I should bring 
Anand Rao to a public and formal acknowledgement of the companions of 
his intrigues There appeared to me to be no improprfety in urging Anand 
Rao to such an acknowledgement provided I did not press my enquiries 
with such indiscreet zeal and anxiety as might be offensive to the personal 
feelings or disrespectful to the station of Mankeshwar 

19 The two points, therefore, in the further prosecution of my 
enquiries, which I was desirous of bringing to some satisfactory resu't were 
first, whether the Minister had actually withheld the communication of my 
papers which had been found on Morabah Phurkia and which oueht to 
have been exhibited to me and secondly whether the Minister were Icmself 
implicated m the correspondence bw assisting, encouraging, or not noticing 
It, until it was brgiught to light by Khande Rao Rastiah 



20 I therefore tent a imiwKc to the Miouicr ciprctiivc of my lur 
prize at liii dilafonnea in furniihinR me with copit* of the two pjptrt 
the ontinali of which had been communicatcil to me at hii not having 
d)\tn me an> intimation of the result of hi< txamination of Moraban 
Phurkia » paptri, at hii not Inxing cunimunicaicd to me any mttrcstmg 
papers wlucli miUu have been found on tliat person and generally at the 
cxtraordinar> indifTtrtnct winch lit had iliown toward* the whole invc*ti 
gallon of the nature and extent of the dtftclcd corrtipondtnct 1 add^ 
in the mts»^gc that I wi» anxiuu* to bring iht investigation to some Mtii 
factory result and requested he would permit me to call upon him anu to 
put *omc nucstion* before him to Khindc Kao Kashltah and Aiund Kao 
keysur on the subject of the correspondence 

21 The Minister in Ins reply to this mewage ofTcjcd many excuse* for 
his delay in the prose-cution of the invcitigalion and appointed the follovr 
mg day for m\ \uit for the purpose of examining Anand Kao Keysur and 
Oueitioning Khanderao Uashtiah on the *ubje“Ct of the correspondence 

22 Agreeably to tins 'ippoinimcni I waited upon the Minliicr on the 
evening of file 26th ultimo ind-hate the honour to submit to Your Cxccl 
lency s notice an account of wlul pined on that oecision 

23 Your PiccUency s inlmnle knowledge anJ lorn* experience of the 
Mihratta chiracteT wdl prcveiii S our I xcelienev from being diiappoinlcd at 
the result of that conference li ccrlunly did not lead to a detection or 
the Minister s supposed conduct, though the tone, manner md appearance 
of the Minister nii mode of defence '’giinsi the bold asierilons of Anand 
Rao Keyiur and the whole tenor ol the conference certainly tended to 
confirm my suspicions tint the Munster is not free from the imputation of 
having seen ilk papers pointed out by Anand Kao Keysur and of having 
withheld many interesting doeuntents found upon Morabah Phurkiah 

It II a fact which has been reported to me by my own intelligencer 
and of which I can cntcriam little doubt that after Amnd Rao* confine 
menr Sreepat Rio and Ualajei? Punt two notorious agent* of Hollar were 
ordered by the Minuter cilner to leave Poona or to conceal theniiclvc* 
and that on the evening of my last conference witli the Minuter Rankishai 
Bhut a chancier very well known at Poona and who wa* the person alluded 
to by Anand Rao Keysur as having shown the Minister the three paper* 
suddenly -disappeared from the city 


2o I now beg leave to refer Your rxccllcncv to the enclosure No 4 
being a memorandum of what passed at Anand Kaos visit to me and to 
the enclosure No 5 which is the substance of a second private message 
conveyed to me by Khande Rao Rashtiah 


26 The latter document together with the report of my Inst con 
fercnce with the Minister will I trust suggest to Your Cxcclivncy the 
fulihtv of my pressing my enquiries any further and the impossibility of 
my bringing those enquiries to a latufactory result It ha* btcn mv 
earnest endeavour to prosecute the investigation of tfic whole transaction 
!? ^ *2'® j complete disclosure without provoking 

M offending the Pwhwa That the tramiaction has not been 
satisfactorily developed will got I trust be found to be owing to any want 
on p«‘ hut I believe I mny venture to 
hi. V.v.n lhal no ttep nhich 1 have taken 

Thn 'ho Mml.ler or (o the 

tranwction hat not been to tati*factor> 
still the enquirici have not tcrminaled without 
We have at least obtained a clear mimht 
into the source of the Asurd and injurious rumours which were so 
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prevalent through this city Two of the principal circulators of those 
rumours have been detected, confined, and prevented from the further 
prosecution of their malicious designs We have discovered some other 
of the agents of Holkar at this capital, namely Sreeput Rao, and Bala Punt 
and Ramkishan Bhat, and we can hereafter keep a vigilant eye over those 
persons, and be prepared to adopt such further measures against them as 
circumstances may hereafter suggest Under the arrangements which 
Your Excellency has directed to be carried into effect in Hindostan and 
the Deccan, it is probable that the period of the present rams will be one 
ot deep active and extensive, intrigue and it is therefore of the greatest 
importance that we should already arrive at such a general knowledge of 
the agents and conductors of intrigue at this capital and in the southern 
countries, as may enable us to restrain the propagation of reports which 
may disturb the tranquillity of this country, and afford delusive hope to 
those who are disaffected to the combined interests of the Peshwa and 
British Government Above all we have improved our acquaintance with 
the real character and disposition of the Minister of this state, and we 
have established sufficient grounds to justify an extreme jealousy of his 
principles and concealed designs, and an unremitting vigilance ^ over the 
conduct of a person m whom no confidence can be placed without the 
danger ot its being most grossly abused 

27 I beg leave to state to Your Excellency, that I deemed it propei 
to delay the dispatch of this address, until I had availed myself of the 
advice and assistance of Colonel Close in b/mging the whole subject^ m 
comprehensive and general form, before the consideration of Your 
Excellency 


Foona, the 20th June 1805 

Khande Rao Rastiah sent Captain Sydenham a private message that 
the Miinister was unwilling to produce all the papers which he had seized 
upon Morobah. Phurkiah because some of those papers might lead to 
enquiries which might terminate in implicating the Minister himself in 
the charge of receiving and holding clandestine and improper corres- 
pondence with the Agents and Partizans of the British Government 

Khande Rao Rastiah has been directed to deliver over to the Minister 
all the papers which were found on Morobah Phurkiah but he has kept a 
memorandum of them which will enable him to prove that a great number 
have not been exhibited to Captain Sydenham 

Khande Rao Rashtiah assures Captain Sydenham that he is sinceie and 
Zealous servant oif the Peshwa’s and that he is convinced that the interests 
of his master is inseperable from the interests of the British Government 
As a faithful friend of both states Khande Rao Rashtiah cannot but 
lament that the conduct of the Minister is such as to endanger the con- 
tinuance ot that alliance which has produced such impoitant and substan- 
tial benefits to the Poona state 

If Khande Rao Rastiah were to accuse the Minister of withholding 
from the knowledge of Captain Sydenham the papers which were seized 
on Moorabah Phurkia- Khande Rao Rastrah’s life would be endangered 
and still the papers might be concealed But the papers ought to be 
brought to light, the Minister’s conduct ought to known, the British Gov- 
ernment ought to know who are their friends and who are their enemies 

If Captain Sydenham will express his suspicions that some papers 
have been withheld, Khande Rao Rastiah will he called to declare 
whether or not any papers have been withheld In the first instance 
Khande Rao Rastiah must deny that my papers have been withheld hut 
66 
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(f Captain S>ilt.nham not contunttU autvcraiion •Itall 
10 put Klnndu Rao Ristiali tu hw uaih on the Pcihwai Uct 
Railnli v.iil then declare the truth 


think proncr 
KlnnJe luc 


AU that Khandc Kao Rnitiah v-uhes i» that truth ihould be knouTi 
and tliat Captain S>dtnl»am ilioiild judt.c >^liat decree ol conndence it ir 
be placed in a Minister uhoie expresMont ire irreconcilable uith hit 
conduct 


Whether the Minister he m protpenty or ndvertit> v,hal it it (o 
Khande KaO Ra>iiih to lonp at the Poona tiate it in Kliande ICir 

Rastnh doct not unh to ruin Manke<hi^ar but to save the I yinwa 


IIIOM;Vb SYOI NUAM 


Anoiid Rao Aejinr Jtni j incmtHc to tiu throiis*h Ihc htjrkoon of ih^ 
/tendency to (he foUo-^tini [yiirport 

I do not knovi from vsliat nu»t»vct the \tinirlcr should have taken 
mch paint to pcrtinde Captain S>denham that ! ant an encni) to boin 
ifatcs iince I nivc not taken a simile itep nor put iii> hand to a 
paper vsithout the concurrence tinclion and advice ol the MinisteT him 
fell The pains which the Minister hat taken will end m hii own uin I 
am acquainted with such Iransjctioiit and am m poj'csiion of »ueh papert 
at will show Captiih hjdenh'un wint tori of a friend the nrituh Govern 
ment hat in the Minister 


I know that tlie Minuter wat about to make certain coromunicniioni 
to Captain Sjdcnhani and I wrote to him detirinq him to see me and to 
listen to what I had to ta> but he Cave me no reply 

He has chosen to accuse me and I will make him repent of it 1 
know that Captain Svdenham look hit impressions from the Minister and 
from whom but (he Minltlcr ouaht to liavc a Vakeel to take hit sent! 
ments? Uut I heard Captain S>dcnbam tel! the Minuter before mo that he 
wai determined to trace thii traosactlon to Ihc foundation and tliat he 
would not quit hit enquiries until he had discovered who were the fnend* 
md who tho enemies of the stales m Poona I will on a proper occasion 
show him in the face of the day wrho arc the enemies of the Company t 
Sircar be thc) jtreat be the) troall I^t me be questioned before Shrec- 
munt and thc Mmistcrs and I will avow the whole, transactions If the 
Ministers evade let them take a solemn oath and with our bands upon 
thc feet of Shreemunt I will compel them to Ihc truth 


I told the Minuter when I was examined Wh) do ask questions do 
you not know all thc transaction He could give no answer but Captain 
Sydenham marked the words let Captain Sydenham keep thc question on 
hii memory and will explain to him thc meaning of it Caotain Sjdcnham 
ordered thc following message to bo delivered to Anand I^o Keysur 


Hio Minuter b> the desire of thc Peshwa communicated to me 
certain papers which proved that Anand Rao Kcjajii was engageo in a 
TOirespondence of a most uniuslifiable nature I therefore llfought it my 
fluty to recornmend that thc person of such a map should be secured 
until we eouW exaTOmc the whole iruih of tho proceeding and 1 notified 
his measure immediately to the Resident at Hvderabad 


"t motives my measures are founded upon public 

f?. whether fnend nor enemy except those who arc 

friends and enemies to my Government My view is to arrive at truth 
tram whomsoever may proceed or against whomsoever may operate 
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l to hold scpcrntc toninuinic.iiioiib Annnd Rao Kcysur, the 

txaniinaiion sliall be pubhe Let the avowal be public and let Anand 
Rao be absured that he will not lose by any open unequivocals unreserved 
deelaration of what he knows 

THOMAS SYDENHAM, 

' Captain 

iMcnioraiulum oj the '^nh'^tance oj a (onioence Jicld^at tJic Ministo’s 
nil the even III <! nj (In 2(itli June 1805 

Captain Ssdenhani was icwoinp inicii In Mr Gow.m and the P irsee 
‘\(.t.ountant of the Rc'-idencv, and found at the Minister Kibtnajee 
Bow iiu-c, Kh inde Rio R^^lllh. An ind Rao Mulhar, ind Bayajee Naique 

The Mmisiei olTcrti) niinj c\cubtn lor hib apparent indifference to 
the further prcnecution of the enquiries into the n iture and evtent ot the 
mtertepled correspondence upon the ground of our having obtained dl 
the inform ition which it w n likeh could be procured upon the subject 
Ciptain S>cicnham replied, that he w i> b\ no means bitisfiecl of that being 
the case At all events, it was prob ihle that much more mtercbting and 
satisfjctor) inform ili»)M iiiiqhl have been procured if The Minister, at the 
outset, had he exerted lint vi'dliiue, 'etiv itv , ,ind prc)mptitucie, which 
are so necebsarv m cieteeimg the clandestine proceedings ot concealed 
eneimes Ciptain Svdenhim then enquired whether the Minister had 
examined all Morabah Pliurkiah\ pipers, and whether aiiv mterestlng 
(loeumentb Ind been diseoveieci Ciptain Sjdeiiham likewise requested 
the Miiiisier to lose no lime m lurnisliing him w iih.uipics of i^'to papers 
the originals of whieh had been communicated to him at his 'a^t visit to 
the Minister 

The Minister immediatelv furnished Captain Sydenham .nth copies 
of the two papers recpiired, and proceeded to communicate to Captain 
S>denham some more letters which had been discovered amongst the 
papers of Morab ih Phurkiah 

The paper marked (A)' ittiched to this report, ib a translation of a 
Memorandum of a written examination taken by Kistnajee Bowanie on 
the evening of the June and to which paper Captain Svdenham alluded m 
his address official No II 

The paper marked (B) is a most extraorchnai > document It appears 
to be a draft of deminds made by Ilolkar on PIis Ixxccllency Lord Lake, 
as the Prince of Peace between Holkar and the British Government 
Ihis paper is generally cillecl the Treaty of Tw'cnty-scven articles and is 
referred to in the intercepted letter of Anand Rao Kcysur Captain 
Sydenham is ignorant whether the Agents of Holkar, in all their extra- 
vagance,* ever had the presumption to submit this absurd paper to the 
consideration of Lord Lake 

The paper Marked (C) contains translations of four letters in the 
handwriting of Anand -Rao Keysur, and of one m the handwriting of 
Khande Rao Goorporah These five letters were found on Morab ih 
Phurkia, and were the additional papers which the Minister communi- 
cated to Captain Sydenham At the present moment after the examination 
of these papers, Anand Rao Keysur was called in, and the -following ques- 
tions were put to him by Captain Sydenham Captain Sydenham Look 
at those papers and see whether they be in your handwriting 

A R Four are in my handwriting hut the fifth is not (alluding to the 
one written by Khande Rao Goorporah) 
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Cant S II i* m> dtkrniimliun lo nnkc t\cry endeavour to trace 
ihti correspondence to li» (ullcit extent It ii highly improvable it 
should bo confined to >o«rsc!f When I last exantined >ou I asked >ou 
distinctly wlicihcr >ou acted from >ouricU or whether >ou were in Agent 
(ii another person 'ton replied that >ou acted from >ouricH but a* it 
lias been proved that jou were of ciiuivocatmg in alnioil every 

answer that >ou j,a\e nie I now think proper to repeat the question tnd 
to enquire who were concerned betides voursclf in carr>m^ on this corrci 
pondence? From whom >ou received the mielln,cnce which >ou were so 
industrious m concealinei' nnd whcihcr that intclUeencc to ilie best of 
>our knowledge or belief was convt>td lo in> otber person in Poona hut 
>ounclf 

A R Tile letters which I wrote proceeded from myself Two 
letters which I will point out (No S of address No 14 and No 2 of D 
No 15) and the Treat) of 27 articles arc known lo m> certain knowledge, 
to Scdaiheo Uao Mankciliwar long before 1 was confineci The per 
fon who brought those pipers to me lemk them lo the Hhow who read 
lliem took copies of litem and talked of them 

The Minister was here cvtdcntl> mucli surprized and agitated He 
looked round and appeared lo be much confused When he rccovc td his 
confidence he attempted to laueh at the accusation but Anand Rjo turning 
towards the Ministers began to tax him so scvcrel) that a moil clamorous 
and violent discussion commenced which defied all interference from lome 
Minister! The rapidit) of utterance the noise and confusion of suveraf 
voices speaking at ifie same time and all with cuual voilencc prevented 
Captain h>dcnham from understanding much of what had passed on either 
tide The Minister seemed to resist the accusation by def>in8 Anand Rao fn 
produce written documents and with the usual lophisirv of thu natives 
demanded what could tempt a MinisleT enjoying such plenitude of power 
and Influence under the Paishwa to risque his life by a treacherous corret 
pondence with Holkar or his Agents What Ilolkar had to gire nim half 
so much as that which he cnjo>cd under the Peshwa and a vast deal of such 
reasoning as applied certainly with great force to the impolicy of the act 
but not the act itself 

As soon as the clamour had in some degree subsided Captain S>dcn 
ham against addressed Anand Rao 


Cnotam S You have now chosen to bring forward a verj serious charge 
against the Minister of this stale, and >ou ought to consider well before you 
presume to accuse a person filling so high and responsible station of any 
acts which may involve hit character and reputation Do you mean to m 
sinuate tliat the Minister of this state has been m the habit of receiving as 
you have been clandestine mtclligencc from the Agcnii of our puDlic 
enemy or do vou confine yourself to the statement that certain papers 
were communicated to himi' 


„ I*’*- Minuter aniwer for hit own conduct which will require 

all hit ability I only assert that the papers I mentioned were communi 
cated to the Minister bv the same person who brought them to me 


Cantam S Consider well before you make so bold 
pect you to speak truth on whomsoever it m ly operate 
do yourself any good by implicating others falsely 


an assertion I ex 
But you will not 


A R I stand to my aucrtion 


Captain S Who is the person who 
who you assert commumcated the three 


brought you the intellmence and 
papers to the Mmisler? 
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A R I cannot give up liib name here ,He will be disposed of by the 
Minister before I can send for him, and no body will remain to support 
my assertion 

Capt S But the Minister who must be desirous of falsifying your 
assertions, and vindicating hib character fiom vour imputations, will 
prompt!) produce the man provided he be really m Poona The Minister 
immediatel) said, that he would bend himselt to pioduce the man. if he 
were in Poon i or its neighbourhood 

A. R Replied to Captain Sydenham you may repose what confidence 
you pl.ice on the Minister’s promise, but as I am not disposed to believe 
anything he sa>s I will not gne up mm’s name 

Capt S But you ha\e no objection to telling me his name 

A R None, ind if the Minister will permit me to call upon you 
tomorrow I will give up the man’s name 

It was then agreed between the Minister, Captain Sydennam and 
Anand R.io Keysur, that ihe latter should wait the next day upon Captain 
Sydenham for the purpose of giving up the man’s nime and the Minister 
bound himself to produce the man if he were to be found in Poona 

Capt S It appears to me extraordinary that your correspondence with 
Moorobah should be conlined within so short a period it is probable that 
you have written more papers to Morobih Pluirkia, than the one said to 
have been found upon him, or at least than have been communicated to 
me Have )OU any recollection of having written any otl\cr letters than 
those whicn have been shown to )ou, and to the handwriting of which 
you have owned 

* Anand Rad was extremely equivocal in replying to this question It 
was repeatcdlv explained to him, but his inswcrs were not at all to the 
point At last sufficient w.is siid as to the probability of there being 
more papers of Ins on Morabah Phiirkia, to enable Captain Svdenham to 
question Khande Roo Rastiah respectmg the seizure and disposal of the 
papers Khande Rao though it first very decisive m his answer was 
pressed by so many questions from Captain Svdenham, that the Minister 
appeared rather disturbed by the ex.amination, foi Khande Rao Rastiah 
gradually became less positive and more equivocal in his replies The 
Minister then supported all Khande Rao Rasthah’s assertjons Howev^er 
Captain Sydenham declared to both of them, that he was by no means 
satisfied respecting the disposal of the papers That either the Karkoons 
or Khanderao Rastiah, had not seized all Phurkiah’s papers, or that 
Khande Rao Rastiah had not communicated all of them to the Minister, 
or that the Minister had not exhibited all of them to Captain Sydenham 
Khande Rao protested with earnestness that the suspicions regarding him- 
self were unfounded, and said he would be happy to do anything to prov^e 
that he had delivered over all the papers to the Minister Captain 
Sydenham replied that admitting that the question was whether all the 
papers which had been delivered over to the Minister, were communi- 
cated to Captain Sydenham, Khande Rao Rastiah asserted they liad beea 
all communicated Captain Sydenham demanded whether .Khande Rao 
Rastiah would take his oath to that before the Peshwa Khande Rao 
Rastiah replied that he would This seemed to disturb the Minister who 
was profuse in pratestations of sincerity and attachment, and assured 
Captain Sydenham there was no necessity of putting such a man as 
Khande Rao Rastiah to an oath 
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Captim S)dLnlnni llicn atldrc fht AJiniUcr in a vcr> ttrioui (one 
nnd dccl ired ihil lie liad wi(nc*itd >ncli tquivijcalion ind cvaiion durinff 
the whole of the pri. cut in\e)t 4 ation lini he Mratcel) Itnew what to IkiIicvc 
or wliat to dueredu thit it was hif determinition to trace the intrigue 
throuRh all ill maze* notwilhitnndint; llit diHiculliei which had been «o 
induilrioujlN thrown in hii wa> b) tlic Minuter that it wai of rsicntiai 
importance to determine who were and who were not llic fricndi of the 
Peshwa and the Uriliih Government tint it wi» not hi* diiposition to 
indulge luipicion without adeouatc cauie but tital he muit formally and 
uncquivocall} dcelart; to the Minuter that he dh) think the Minuter i 
conduct perfect!) irreconcilable with the combined intcrcili of both 
tlate* and witli llie Minittert own cxprcfsiom of zeal cordialiiv and 
attachment liiat Colonel Cloie would ihorlly arrive at Poon^ and 
would be enabled if ncce^iar) to cohipletc the enquiriei what Captain 
b)denham hid hitherto *o unsucccsdull) proiccutcd and that in the 
mean while the whole iranuction had btxn laid before the Governor 
General in detail and Hi» I xccllcnc) would form hi» ultimate judgment 
from the documents which Captain S)dcnham had transmitted and would 
now transmit to Calcutta 


True copy 


T SYDCNHAM 

{ aptam 


*VcijioraiiduiM 0 / the Articles 0 / a Treats 'firci; to the Officers to bo 
ratified by the Company 

1 When lilt tlichness went to Uattem ifie Pnglish of Bombay 
deceiving him obtained hit siRnaturv to certain p'ipcr% which mutt bo 
returned 


2 Soihti which ^ou have taken mutt be restored with the whole 
amount of the collcctioni made whilst in >our handi 

3 The lands contiguous to the sea the Government of which was 
ours from the beginning these >ou have taken poiicsiion of >ou must 
return them with the collections you have received 

4 Surat and its dependencies which jou obtained of the Nawab 
you must restore 

5 Whatever place* >ou hove got in the Guzerat muil be utortd 
imd the collections received be repaid 

6 Thu Altavcss) must be given back 

7 Tl\c places >ou have got pottcwions of m the counir) of the 
Gaikflv/ar must be returned and the collections repaid Article* rvlalive 
k Smdm which must be restored according to a list to be prepared 

8 Diilricli and Fortreues 

9 Whole amount of collections 

10 Guns and military stores taken at Aiiicr 

Articles relative to Bhonsla which must be restored according to the 
mt to be prepared. ^ 

11 Districts and Forts 

12 Amount of collections 

13 Gum and militar> itore*. etc of Gawilgfaur 

’ Rundccfian Ally with iho amount 


of their collection! to be restored 

Article! relative to fippoo Sultan which with 
place* 10 your poBseuion mmt be rettored 
15 All the trea!ure! property booty 
hand! when you took Seerungapatam 


Pattan and other 


etc which fell into your 
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16 Chinapatam and its dependencies 

17 The jewels of the image of Seerungapatam 

18 The Government tribute which has been withheld since you 
obtained possession. 

19 Whatever other places you have taken from the Raja’s land- 
holders and others 

20 Bengal the hereditary possession of the king with the whole of 
its dependencies must be restored and the collections received since it 
came into your possession must be repaid 

21 The places you have seized in Hindoostan, and the money 
levied must be restored 

22 The losses which I have sustained in my possessions during this 
war must be made good by you 

23 The losses which sustained by the four kingdoms must be made 
good in cash. If you have not so inuch you must deliver up whatever 
places I require as security until it be paid 

24 You must withdraw your armies from every station, that afifect 
the articles of this paper which must be signed unequivocally 

25 In lieu of the Choute of Calcutta you must give me any place 
I require 

26 The possessions of the Nabab Serjouddoulah’s with the whole 
amount of the collections thereof must be restored 

27 The jewels of Dada Sahib must be returned 

A true translation 

G. GOWAN 


After compliments 

No 1 You have informed me that I am dismissed from my office, 
but that the business of intelligencer remains with me Today 20Q piece*! 
of ordnance came from Nugger to Poona and are proceeding to Bombay 
The remaining Battalions are going to Madras 

A true translation 

C GOWAN 


No 2“"Holkar has completely destroyed the English I wrote you 
formerly of the battle near Bhurtpore In this three Officers of rank 
were taken prisoners. They signed an agreement to deliver up some 
districts A letter was then dispatched to Smdiah to desire him to come 
up unattended On which Smdiah leaving his army at Raghogur ana 
taking about 5,000 horse came near to Mutra to meet Holkar Since this 
it IS certain that Istyajee Manee and his Pmdaries have moved on the 
10th of Mohorrum at night the English had an audience of Sreemiint and 
requested him to delay his journey to Wahy and to bring Yeshoda Bai 
Raigur from thence On this they had some altercation, but the fact is 
they are taking her to Callmger The Burhanpore Battalions nave come 
^to Nuggar- The Nawab’s troops are going with Mahipat Ram to Hyder- 
abad The Vinchore man has gone to his ^district - Nugger has been dis- 
mantled It is evident that a Treaty has been made The letters to the 
Bankers here confirm it A letter has been sent to Calcutta and will 
bring the ratification m 15 days (12th Mohorrum) There was a consult?' 

• \ 



tjon here until one NMteh of llic nij,h* The) irt. «rc3il> asloni^licd here 
It It come to ihii pail that the I ntilith fcinll have the ica but no land 
Chiniaman Uao with 7 or 8 0l)0 men hit cuiercd the diiirict of Jumkundic 
at prticni Vitinn Bipoue and l^ifcohi and Morrow Bunt Dat ir cic 
na%e collected 2 or 3 000 men llieir order* arc olvc>cd a* far 4* Kir 
khumb people Iicre hold frequent coiuultalioni Smi’ia and Ilolkar are 
coming to thii counir> to canton ihcir force Tin* Ii certain >ou ihall 
be informed of every thing that occur* I have not >el heard wpcciing 
Ourad (?) 


A true tranblaiion 


C COWAN 


No 3 In the month of Maab lit da> of incrtnic near Coombhar there 
Aa» a battle between Holkar and the rni,hih in which the latter were 
defeated with the loss of from five to levtn Ratlilions Tlic rest fled 
after on the lOlli having collected ihcir troop* lliev went and hid tcific 
to Bhurtpore On llii* Molkar and the Jaul* togeiiier defeated and de* 
Irojcd thi* force A few evcapcd wounded three officer* of rank v ere 
taken priioncr* iNfuch plunder wa* made of the horse*, camel* and 
other camp equipage At thi* lime Hour void in the I nglisn Camp at 
tatcer) rupee* the icer There wa* much slaughter and their troop* 
arc not destrojed when Sindta marched ihiihtr Holkar joined 

nim with 20.(X^ men Hu wrote to him to return to Ougem and himself 
would siioril) curne to ^faheswar when l)ie> might meet A* he had 
dcitro>cd all the Pnglish in that quarter on tin* Sindla marched from 
bacar md arrived at Seronjec. hroni tlience he will go to 

rbjain and afterward* to Bhurtpore To this cITect Naram Rao Vaidja 
ha* written to Sreemunt from Nagpore In consequence Hi* Highness 
determined to go to Wah> and thence to Mahar and whence nc would 
proceed to Ghorecbundcj* where he would remain for the purpose he 
fecnt camel* from the pasiura^ei I hear also that the Cngliin Vakil goes 
with him Letters have arrived from Sindia » Camp staling that Holkar 
has routed out all the English force* and that the end of these things wa* 
approaching Vaid>a write** that the I ngliih Vakil ha* arrived and 
presented a memorandum of article* of agreement m which there ha* 
been some dispute about an article regarding the Karnalick Tlic Vakil 
urge* that we muit not demand tribute or restitution of the treasure ek 
ot Tippoo Sultan When thi* i* determined every one will return to his 
own station I have written all the new* which I have 

A true translation 


C GOWAN 


j ^ The Engliih there arc finished whatc\cr remain* of them is fled 
"“TP i? oppose us Smdia was at Bhelta on the 

/th 1 hence he wUl march to Ujiam and ultimately hither His Hlghnc* 
^ arauamted with these matter* md intend* to leave this place Sindia * 
Pindana arc m advance and will quickly arrive The iroopi at i.lulfca 
pore and the Vinchore man have ascended the Adjuntv Ghauti and cone to 
Aurangabad and intend to proceed to Nugper The troo^ here will 

T I they will ao o 

nvderabad l,ct your servant be in your mind 

A Luc Iranshtion 


C GOWAN 
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Khandc Ruo Gtirpara Amu-ul-Omiah to Motobhu Dada, Sth Mohurrum 

No 5 Lately I received i>ome letlert, from you which I do not under- 
stand but I request you btill Jo rejoice me with them Appa Saheb has 
joined the army ind had an inleiview with Sindia who treated him with 
distinction Ihe arinv i> now siationed at Sauj^or Sakiiarain Gauikey is 
his Minister Colonel (^Ilo^e his left Naupore ind arrived there Holkar 
with Ills army is at Biiurtpore I'he power ot the Faiglii-h is gone, and 
cverv thing >ieUis to llolkar B\ the favour of God m a sho'-t while 
every thing put on a tair a^jKet I im pluneed m debt at Poona, and I 
am waiting in iiopcs of a turn of illiiis The Ministry are gone to Cola- 
pore, to put up tievvs Ra^tnli Ins sent all his property to i.ogur This 
is'the state of atT urs hno I hat more may oetiir 1 will write ifter day^s 
what I hear from the Chiefs m the army You shall know Till novv 
Holkar's v ikeel has been eoneeded Now openlv he Ir.insiets business 
at the Uurbnr All ilie Pdighsli '1 roops ire gone to Nugget 


A true trnislation 


C GOVVAN 


Anand Rao Kejsur called upon (’apt iin Sydnihim, with (he knowledge 
of the Minister, for the pinposc of mcninming (he ninie of the person 
who carried the pipers (alluded to m the eonterenee on the 2hth instant) 
to Munkeshvvar 

The mm’s name is Rim Kishan Bhut, an obscure poor Brihmin, who 
was formerl) employed b> Siiuhi, who still tikes Sm la’s name, but who 
in fact is an Agent of Molkar’s and is fed, clothed and paid by Mankesh- 
war 

Captain S>denham asked Anand Rao whether the Brahmin would 
confess to the facts 

Anand Rao replied that he certainly would if Capt.in Syden'''am 
would ensure his safety 

Captain Sydenham asked where the Brahmin was to be found 

Anand Rio replied that he hid been either concealed, or removed 
from Poona by the Minister, but that lus hiding place would soon be dis- 
coveied and that An md Rao would soon bung him to Captain Sydenham 

Captain Sydenham asked Anand Rao Kc>sur, whether Anand Rao 
Holkar was not still near Poona 

Anand Rao replied, that Anand Rao Ffolkar was at the Jadoo 
Bareer, that Anand Rao Holkar continually corresponded with people to 
the northward, that he had met Munkeshvvar at Bunndisur, and tnat he 
had mer the Peshwa on His Highness's return from Saisoor 

Captain Sydenham asked Anand Rao, whether Sreeput Rao and 
Holkar's agents in Poona, and vvliether thesfe Agents were not m the 
habit of communicating with the Minister and Bulwant Rao Nagonaut 

Anand Rao replied that the men Captain Sydenham mentioned were 
in Poona, about 10 days ago, and were Amnd Rao Holkar’s Agents 
That they certainly did communicate with the Durbar, but that he 
cannot speak wth certainty through vvhat channel 

Captain Sydenham enquired whether Morabah Phurkiah did not 
continually correspond with Baba Phurkiah 

Anand Rao replied continually 

Captain Sydenham asked whether it was not probable many of Baba 
Phurkiah’s papers were found on Morobah Phurkiah’s Anand Rao 
replied that he thought there must have been many ot Baba Phurkiah’s 
letters amongst Moroha Phurkiah’s papers 
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Captain S>dcnliam Ananil Rao wlicllitr lie knew Jiiy tlilnit oE 

Madajee Punt, Moroba Phurkiah • Kjrkoon 

Ananii Uio rtpln-d ilul hi. dul nol Captain S>iltnham ri.pi.alcd the 
qucilion j.nd Anand Rno rjm. int tame antutf 

Anand Uao ihcn entered mio a Umf account oE all Mankeiliwar i 
conduct blit lie v,n» exlremel> Molcnl in ins espreidoni and ci he did 
not wy an>ilnn 2 that wai new Captain S>dcnh3in doo not think it 
nccc4iar> to record a niemonndum ol it 

riiOM.VS b'iDCNIIAM 


hhandcrao Hoiiioh convened a mc}sa*e to Cuptnin Sydenham to tne 

purport 

Poona 27t/i June ISflS 

that the Minister iiad ftnl krishnajec Bhowanec and !Uijcc Naujuc 
to the Pe'shNNa to acquaint Ilu llikhness that Captain S>dcnl>3m had sus- 
picinnt in )us mmd ilial the Minuter hau wjtliheld certain oE Morohah 
rhurkn i papers and (hat Anand Rau KL>iur had accused (he Minister 
bitore Cipliin bidenlum of bein^ icqiiamltd with the corrupondcncc 
and of luvmu seen and read some of the papers of that corrcipondcncc 
lhal Captain S><ienlnm had been an^tr) ai^amst Kliandc Rao Rastlah and 
told him that he would cnnipel him to the truth before the Peihwa and 
lhal Capl S>dcnliam baa warned Anand R-o how serious it was wronu 
EuU> to nccuio a man in such a kituntion is tint which the Minister holds 
But that \nand Rao was bold in his assertions and required that both he 
and the Nlinistcr should be put to iheir oaths before the Pcshwi That 
the Minister was cxircmcl> auxious to avoid such an cxtremil) and 
requested that Hu H(},hncss would take into consideration how that 
extremity could not be avoided or how It could be presented from bccont- 
mil Jniunoui to the Minuter 

KEiandc Rao Raitiah s messenffer ihcn stated that the Pcshwi had 
observed tEut the Alinlstcr had no occasion to fear from Anand Rao 
Kc>sur iKcausc that person had no papers which could convict the 
Minister, and that as for hu oath the Minuter could take as solemn a 
one as Anand Rao and the Peshwa would absolve the Minister from all 
crime (Paup) for taking a false oath 

That the Pc^hvea then sent for Khande Rao Rastiah and asked him 
whether he wished to brine ducracc upon hts master and sovereign and 
rum upon the Minuter That Khandc Rao Rastiah replied assuredly not 
That the Peshwa then asked whether Khandc Rao Rastiah intended to 
confess to Captain Sydenham that he had delivered certain papers to the 
Mmuter which related to tile intriflucf which had lalcl> been ’ctfcEcd and 
which ought to bo exhibited to Captain Sydenham That Khandc Rao 
Rastiah had replied I positively denied to Captain Sydenham that I 
ko^ of any other papers than those which had been shown to him but 
If Capmin Sydenham not satisfied with simple denial should put me to 
Thr L°P,rK^'’ H'shn«s . feet what can I do but eonfen the truth 
M to save the Minittcr If Captain 

Sydenham thould require your oath take lueh an oath ai wdl 

v“,.r M f " ='"'^ yot* "'ll have done your 


wupport 
If these 
duty to 


your Master 

nantV,n‘^q'J'’T Khandc Rao Ra.tiah benqed 

Sd ’^■'*1 ™P««'hl5 that the Peihwa i Injutirtioni 

and wiihet ihould be ditregarded Kbande Rao Raitiah it compoUed to 


to state to 
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an oath, would be placed in the dreadful alternative between the heinous 
crime of taking a false oath and the disobedience of his sovereigns 
positive injunction^ 

Khande Rao Rastiah wishes however that ‘Captain Sydenham should 
bear in his mind what has occurred on the late occasion, and be assured 
that the Minister’s conduct and designs are totally incompatible with the 
interests and security of the Poona state 

Captain Sydenham desired that the following reply should be deli- 
vered to Khande Rao Rastiah 

That Captain Sydenham’s object was to arrive at truth but in pursu- 
ing that object he did not wish to compel Khande Rao Rastiah to any 
such disagreeable alternative as he had mentioned, and that Captain 
Sydenham had only further to observe that the more he saw of the 
Mahrattas the less dependance he found could be placed upon any cf 
them. 

THOMAS SYDENHAM 


Letter No. 5. — It describes the efforts of the Resident to rid Peshwa's 
Government of the undesirable officers. The intentions of the 
Peshwa to entrust the management of Bundelkhund and adjoining 
territories to the Company and of changing certain of his officers 
whose conduct had not been found satisfactoiy by the Resident are 
communicated to the Governoi -General 

From— COLONEL CLOSE, RESIDENT AT POONA, 

To-THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Poona, the 20th July 1805 

On the 19th instant I had the honour to address your Lordship, trans- 
mitting a copy of a letter which I had recently received from the Acting 
Resident in Mysore, together with a transcript of my reply, from which your 
Lordship would perceive that I had arranged for having a meeting with 
Sedashiv Mankeshwar in the course of yesterday With the view to procure 
this meeting I managed to have an interview with Bajee Naig, with whom I 
conver.8ed largely on the present distractions Condition of the Poona Gov- 
ernment pointing out to him that owing to the want of capacity and good 
intention on the part of the Dewan, the Peshwa instead of enioymg that 
ease of mind, and honourable comfort which his alliance with the British 
Government was calculated to bestow upon him His Highness was kept in 
a constant state of anxiety either by remonstrances" necessarily made to his 
Dewan by the British Resident, or by the disobedience and wicked conduct 
of the persoiis placed by the Dewan m the civil and military charL'e of His 
Highness’s territories, which instead of yielding a revenue for His High- 
ness’s treasury, went only to maintain a set of abandoned men whose first 
object in obtaining authority was to assemble bands of freebooters, and 
then, acting for themselves, hold His Highness’s Government at defiance I 
now particularized the conduct of Ramchander Lago in Savenore and the 
present state of Nasik, Omber Kair and Julgaon and the shameful dpor^d'- 
tions committed by the numerous rabble a'^sembled of late undm Borebo- 
ley, and contrasting therewith the tranquil state of the Conkun under 
Khande Rao Rastiah, whom the Dewan was so anxinn‘5 to d'^^'c': from 
office merely because he had alwavs shown the most sincere attachment to 
His Highness person and Government, and condueted his ct^at-rre of 
Conkun with a degree of success, which had attracted the notice of the 
Hon’ble Sir Arthur Wellesley, and induced the General to recommend him 
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to the Puhwi a» a mcrltonoui icr^ani worthy oi being placed in charge oi 
the Important (orlrv.it o( I «)U^Uur. in addtiiun to the cslcntivc Urntor/ 
alrcad> under Ins inanaument Here I pressed it on na>j<vC Naig that >t 
di i nut remain (or me tis* learn tint llts IliKimess puste :ied a jud;tnient 
which could accurate]} discriminate between t,uod and bad between the 
depra\cd and abandoned and the upnKbt and zealous and that >ct t found 
a character continue in Ins conlidcnce and (asour wliute principles and coP* 
duct no honest nun could possibl> approic That it had alwavi been my 
wish at It was that of all the t,eiu)enien cnip]n>cd b> }uur I ordthip in the 
Deccan to promote His Hichnesst tntefestt and honour by cver> mcai^ 
craclicahle and that from the aiturances winch 1 had so (reaucnil) rccciscd 
from Hit lliqlincfs I had been ilwavs conMnced that Hit iliishncsi Io\cd 
truth smccril} disinteresiedneis and fair dealings and detested the oppt> 
site qualities but ibal whene\cf I ad\ericd to the principles designs and 
conduct of the Minister whom Hit {(IHtncu continued to clierlsh ( dread 
cd an^ attempt to account for what cime daiK within m> experience That 
Captain S>denliams itaknient to >oiir I ordship were of the more serious 
lendtno and ihnt should a further continuance of the e\ds which be nccc*- 
varil} complained of and reprobated shake >our I ordship s opinion of ^hc 
probity of Ills I liveliness i mind il would then he IIiiIl asailabic to gncvc 
over a result which the conduct of Ills Highness t confidontial servant had 
rendered incMtablc At this place I begced of U>a]LC Naig to 
reflect seriously on what I hail ohscrAeiL apprized him that I know well 
that notwilhslandmc the enmity »)f ilit Minister towards him mnnienls did 
cccur at wmch the iVshwa vsould gi\c him a separate hearing especially it 
Hih tlighncss should learn that he was charged n> the Rc'sldent with P^rtl 
culan for hit private ear and recommended earne'sti) that he would watch 
un occasion by which to communicate immcdlatcl) to His Highness all that 
1 had explained Uajee Naig auured me that lie would do all tint wa* 
pcisiblo to comply with my wishes and took his leave 

This morning he returned and told me that yesterday evening ho had 
foenu means to make the communication to His HigUncis which t hid tC 
earnestly desired that after hearing all that I had stated His Hlghnct^ 
rrrnikilcd great concern ind sent lor badaslnv Mankcihwar who 'Wit' 
obliged to attend though suffering from fever That on his arrival 
H s Highness animadverted with much warmth on the mischievous conduct 
of Ramchander Lago from whose unwarranted attacks on the districts of 
Gokhla and Appa Dcssayc Savcnorc would soon be m flames that com 
plaints had long been incessant against Ramchander who had now proved 
himieU incapable of the charge connded to him and that he was to be 
immediately recalled that the Dewan replied that His Highncssi order 
should bo imme'^ntcW compiled with on which His Highness resumed that 
no^ithslanding the indulgence and mildness which he showed to all his 
servants. in authority the return which he in general experienced from tnciP 
was only disobedience or abuse of trust that in disposing of Savenoro id 
future he should make the manager responsible for his conduct to the 
British Covernmont whose constint support was Indispensable (o the well 
being of the Poona state that the Dewan being unwell was permitted to 
return to hli dwelling and that after his departure His Highness observed 
to him tBaice Naig) th'it ns the Dewnn was unwell he could not convenient 
ly meet the British Resident ntrreeablv to appointment that It was accord 
ingly necc^nrv that ho fBaiec Naig) should wait on the Resident and report 
to niTTi what had passed respecting Rinichnnder and that the Person who 
should he appointed to succeed him should be made responsible to tht? 
Resident 

^Ice Naiff havlnj t^nrlnded (hit part of his message went on to say 
that he was charged by Hit Hlphnc*i to give me nisurancci that not an 
pour passed that did not give him deeper impressions of the value of his 
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alliance with the Hon’ble Company and of your Lordship’s solicitude to 
promote his honour and comfort, and that it should be his study to regulate 
his Government according to the sentiments and advice of the British 
Resident, that hitherto the mismanagement of his servants had kept his 
treasury almost empty, that it was his wish the Vmchoor Jaghierdar with 
his troops and his Dewan Ballabah should be at liberty to attend solely to 
the protection, management and improvement of Khandesh and the districts 
between the Bheema and the Godavery and that Gokhla and Appah 
Dessaye with their quotas should serve with Colonal Wallace in room of the 
Vmchoor man as the Poona contigent, that certainly funds were wanted to 
pay these Sardars, and that he was accordingly willing to accede to a plan 
which he thought would be available m this lespect, that a part of 
Bundelkhand belonged to the Poona state which had also undeniable claims 
on the territories of Kalpee, Jhansi and Sagar and lands adjoining That it 
was difficult to manage Bundelkhund with effort, that it could be ruled 
only by a vigorous hand. That Shamsher Bahadur would undoubtedly 
prove to be incapable of managing the part of Budelkhund belonging to 
the Poona state with any success and that it was accordingly his wish that 
the* British Government should take upon itself the entire management of 
the said part of Bundelkhund, fix a suitable stipend for Shamsher Bahadur 
and after deducting the expense of management allow the remaining 
balance to come to the Poona treasury That by this plan, Bundlekhund 
would be efficiently ruled by on undivided authority, Shamsher Bahadur 
suitably provided for and the finances of the Poona state improved That m 
respect of Kalpee, Jhansee and Saugor, etc , lands adjoining it was his wish 
to leave the amount ot the claims ot the Poona state on those territories to 
be decided by the British Government in whose justice and impartiality he 
had the fullest reliance That the amount when so determined should be 
paid into the Poona treasury through the British Government That it 
was not necessary to go inro any explanation of the ground of these claims 
as all India knew that they leferred to a grant made personally to his 
ancestor Badjee Rao, that these arrangements, when executed would enable 
him to pay Appah Dessaye and Gokla in a manner which would secure 
their services, add to the strength of the Poona Government and promote 
the interests of the alliance 


I told Byajee Naig, that I had reason to applaud His Highness’s wisdom 
m ordering Ramchandra to be removed from office and resolving to make 
the future managers of Savenore responsible to the British Government for 
their conduct and that I had equal reason to commend the solicitude shown 
by His Highness to increase the resources bf his Government for a purpose 
so desirable as that of securing the services of two Sardars who were so well 
affected to his person and Government, that I should immediately 
communicate His Highness’s propositions relative to Bundelkhund, Kalpee, 
etc , to Your Lordship, and should be careful to apprize His Highness 
the moment 1 should be honoured with Your Lordship’s reply Byajee 
Naig said he should report my answer to His Highness and then withdrew 

After Byajee Naig’s departure I received a visit from Balajee Punt, 
Gokla’s vakeel, who came to assure me that his master did not wish it be 
imagined that he had any complaint to offer against Ramchander Lago and 
that he would prevent any dispute from taking place between his Talook- 
dars in Savenore and the troops of Ramchander Punt I told Balajee Punt, 
that I was happy to find that Gokhla was so moderately disposed and that 
it was necessary that he should order his Talookdars with their troops to 
withdraw immediately from the Peshwa’s districts, on which Balajee Punt 
promised to send me an order to them from Gokhla to that effect and then 
withdrew. 
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Ualaiuc Punt hcari a good climclcr but rcniinu some xlllacci under the 
Poona CjO\crnmcnt t» apparently in the Intcrcil of the Dewan It ii 
p/oDjbIc lint lilt UtNvan will jlI txtrl hn ulnio i ktrLHulli to prevent tlr 
removal of Uanichander whose pHce in the event of h\$ diimuslon, it will 
be dilhcull to till with odvantaie 

In respe'Ct to lln IIiKhncsii propoiiiion* relaiin^t to Bnndclkhunr 
Kalpce etc I shall onlv remark iliai any tchciiie tcmlmj; to promote the 
resources of llie Poona Covernmcnl and enable it to itcnrc the scrvicci of 
Gokhia and Appah Dejia^c cannot fail of beini, u>wful to the alliance 


Letter No G —Reports the disturbances causeil bv the attacks of Southern 
Maratlia Chieftains on tin kmtorles of the and of one 

another 


pROM-COI ONM CLOsr Kl SIDI NT AT POONA 
To-TUl GOVI UNOU GI M UAI 

Pouno the 27(/i iii/y 1805 

I am concerned to obrerve to ^our lordship that tlic caution formerly 
Riven b> Slajor General the lion ble Sir Arthur Wtllevle) to the boutiicrn 
Maratta Chieftains b> which he enjoined them l»» refrain from hostihtic* 
aRainst the possessions of each other appears now to lx whuli) disregarded 
by them, Ily Captain SjJenliam > carre•^pondence ^our I ordvlnp has been 
apprized of the unprovoked attacks made b> Chmtaiiun Rao Putwardla** 
on the Jaehun of Gokhia and Appah Dcsu>c the attick made b> the 
same Chieflam on tlic /anvindar of Kutore and the violence committed by 
the Peshwa i manat-er of bavenore in seizing some diiirlcU bclooginjr to 
Gokhli and Apnah Deiai and plundenne others of nropert) to a coniidera 
ble amount n> the corre*ipandcncc il o of tlic Resident at Hyderabad 
^our Lordship hat ocen apprized of the depredations commilled on the 
districts of lilt Ilighncit the Soubihdar by the rabble under Godboley 
who arc now layinR waste the distnctt of Malojce Ralah the Repre 
tentative of the Gorenorth family and from a late dispatch from the 
ActinC Resident m Mysore Your I ordfhip would learn that some of 
Gokhia s dependants had hcRun to show a disposition to retaliate on the 
manager of bavenore rinniaman Rao by an ittuck on bhcrefly It now 
anneari that in return for the incursion made into his districts by 
Chlnt.ninan Rao Appa Dcsiavt |iai levied 8 000 rupees from one if the 
village* of that Chief near Munnlevnrch on the late occasion when he 
defeated the frcchoolcrs m the vicinity of that post Uy confirmed Inlelli 
gcncc lately received from Mcrltch the Kittorc Zamindar has begun to 
retaliate on Chmtaman Rao by plundering the dislncti of bhahporc and by 
the tame intelligence as well at bv a letter from the officer stationed it 
Frrorc on the Kiitna it ippeart that on the 18th instant 2 000 of the Raja 
of Kolaporc I troops attickod the village of Earwnd which belongs to a 
member of the Patwardhan family and were repulsed with loss 


The leaders of freebooters who were 'defeated by Aopah Dcssivc took 
refunc in Munglcwarch which bclongt to Chmtaman Rao who contmuet 
Jo ifford them nrotcction ind it it asccrtimcd beyond nil doubt that thu 
t htpftiin and the other Branchet of the Patwardhan family have lately 
received with every mmk of attention and respect i nenon deputed to 
t^’em and the other Southern Ghicftams by Jeswant Rao Holkar Thii 
who is attended bv in escort of about 70 men continued at Mentch 
8 dayt since and wa* destined direct to the Durbar of the Raia of 
Koihapore * 



527 


3 From this state of things Your Lordship will perceive that not only 
the extensive territories belonging to the Southern Maratha Chieftains are 
materially disturbed, but that the valuable province of Savenore and lands 
annexed belonging to the Peshwa are likely to be again laid vaste, it not 
wrested from the hands of his manager 

4 The tranquillity which subjected for a time in the southern 
territories must be attributed in great degree to the presence of the British 
Force that was stationed on the Mulpurba, to watch the motions of the 
several Chieftains, who saw that they could not pursue their rapacious 
nabits without incurring the hazard of being immediately called to account 
To adhere to the plan of keeping a British Force on the Mulpurba for the 
purpose of checking the licentious practices of the Southern Chieftain, rnay 
be highly inconvenient to the British interest, and yet to permit Savenore 
and adjoining districts to continue in the constant hazard of being over-run 
and wrested from the Peshwa’s authority must present a state of thmgs, 
tending to offer considerable annoyance to the frontier of our ceded terri- 
tory and that of Mysore, besides keeping the communication between the 
Toombudra and this quarter in a constant state of disturbance 

5 It is notorious that Savenore and adjoining districts as managed at 
present bring nothing to the Peshwa treasury from this circumstance as 
well as from the contusion which prevails all over the Southern territory 
It occurs to me that Your Lordship might be induced from motions of ex- 
pediency, to favour an arrangement Jby which Savenore, etc , might be 
managed for the Peshwa by the Dewan of Mysore provided the Peshwa 
should be induced to assent to it, should Your Lordship approve, and 
notify your approbation of such a plan, I might sound the Durbar and 
afterwards correspond eventually with the Acting Resident in Mysore upon 
the subject 

I need not observe to Your Lordship, that the regulation of Savenore, 
etc , by the Dewan to Mysore would not only ensure quiet and prosperity 
to that fertile province, and extend the commerce of Mysore, but neces- 
sarily restrain the conduct of Southern Chieftains and m the end perhaps 
afford the means of bringing them under som<e system of reform 


Letter No 7 — Col. Close reports his discussions with the Ministers of the 
Peshwa about the payment of an annual stipend of 8 lacs to Amrut 
Rao, Peshwa’s brother, according to the agreement between Amrut 
Rao and Major General A Wellesley. Amrut Rao had gone to live 
in Benares, and had already been paid by the British Government. 
The Ministers point out difficulties in making payment, and promise 
to place the matter before the Peshwa. They also suggest that flie 
northern territories of the Peshwa comprising Bundelkhand, 
Kalpee, etc., may be managed by the Company and the payment to 
Amrut Rao may be made out of their revenues The Resident 
suggested Suvanoor and other southern territories for the same 
purpose 

From— COLONEL CLOSE, RESIDENT AT POONA, 

To— MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Foona, the Slsf July 1805 

Yesterday morning I had the honour to peruse Mr Secy Edmonstone’s 
dispatch of the 6th instant, addressed to Captain Sydenham containing 
instructions from Your Lordship directing that a negotiation should be 
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immCidiatLl) opened Miti Durbir (oi Jlic purpo*^ of adjustin;? the 

C roMsion rcnuired from the I’oona tUtc fur Amrut Kao and liii adhcrenti. 
> t'lc afircement conriudtd hei\vccn llial ptnona^c and Major (itr<*ral 
ihc Honourablu Sir Arlliur \VtUeilc> iiid alio an arranj^eintnl for jho 
rcuuburtetuent of the &uini due l>> Hi Holiness the Kc*hna to the nriiiih 
Government on jccouni of the >iipendk akit^ned to Amrui Kao and hu 
follovkcrt 1)> lho>e Dj;reementt 


Althuu) h liis Ili^IinckS and liu pnncipd icrvanti- were occupied m 
cclebralinK tlie Dntehra Icftivil I lost n> lime in sn,nd^inK m> wivh to 
the Dewan to Iiave an inlerview with hiin on hunnets of importance lie 
ai^reed to meet me at am liour I tinj^lit appoint, and the interviewv look 
place in tlie afternoon He wax aceoiiipanied Knlnajcc Howanee Anant 
Kao Mnllar and Bjajcc Naij I entered on m> purpose bv obicrvim,' that 
Amrut Kao had arrived with »a(et> at Kenaro and lhat he had addre »ed 
a letter to ^our I ord»hip on liie kubvtince of winch I shall subsctiueitly 
have occaiion to remark ^our Lordships attention liad bexn naturally 
drawn to the tenor of the en^^i^nients whteii had iieen concluded beivvecn 
Amrut Uno and the Hon ble btr Arllmr \VeI!eile> b> which an annual 
stipend of seven lacks of rupee^* in bandor mono was assigned to Amrut 
Kao and one lack >earlv to Ins a llierents amoiiniimL, tn all to euht lacks 
of rupees per annum dm as tlic arrani.emcnis wiih Amrut Kao were 
calculated to relieve His Hielmckss Government from serious embarrass 
oienis at a season when His I likhness s resources v\erc wholly exhausted so 
an anxious regard for lus mierests bad indueed \our Ixirdslup to give ctTcct 
to the several stipulations b) auiiionzing the stipends to be discharged i om 
time to lime b> ca^h from the British treasury Thai under llic h'inp> 
cffc'Cts of this indulgent measure and the glorious consequences of the late 
contests b> which ilu Hi line s s finances had been so ampl> rcsto ed 
Your Lordship npw concluded that His Highness was prepared to adm r 
the charge of the stipends upon the resources of his Government That is ij 
was Hii Highness s pride to expatnte on the unqualified support he had 
constantly experienced from the British Government so he would surely 
Iccf it to be inconsistent with his own credit to permit that Government 
to bear the burden of a provision for his brother especially when it was 
coriidcred lhat by the admitmcnl of that provision under the Govern 
ment of the Honourable Company His llighnui was not only relieved 
from the menace and danger of Amrut Kao s opposition but came to the 
possession of Amrui Kao t Jaghirs besides the attainment of facilities which 
Jed to the important fortress of Porundhur and Loghur with the lands 
annexed being restored to tlic Poona state. That according to the engage- 
ments under consideration the stipends might be discharagcd in cash or 
by an assignment of land the net revenue of which should be equal to the 
full amount of the stipends and lhat U was not with His Highness and 
hu Ministers to conclude an arrangement for the pavmcnt of them by the 
mode of these two which might be deemed preferable 

Kiitnajcc Bawance apparently antiapating the Dewan observed that 
by what mode soever the stipends for Amrut Kao and his followers might 
be discho^cd whether by land or by cash Hii Highness the Pesh^a would 
be ever disposed to regulate the measures of his state by the advice and 
^ggiationi of the British Government and that in the present instance 
ills oigimcts would no doubt be reconciled to bear almost any procure 
to meet Your Lordship s inclination Sadashiv Mankcihwar interposed by 
obsemng that notwithstanding the extreme resentment which the Peshwa 
had long entertained against Amrut Rao on account of the schemes which 
he wantonijr pursued for the purpose of dethroning Hii Hichncii neverthe- 
less Hii Highness at the mstance of Sir Arthur Wellesley Colonol 
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Malcolm and the British Resident, consented to grant to Amrut Rao a 
Jagheer of four or five lacks of rupees, that according to Mahratta usage " 
the estimate for fixing this Jaghire would have referred to gross revenue 
and that, therefore, his actual receipts from it would have been limited to 
about two lacks and an half, that the Jagheer which Amrut Rao formerly 
held from the Peshwa, was estimated at five lacks, but that his income from 
It did not exceed two , that by Sir Arthur Wellesley’s arrangement, Amrut 
Rao was to have eight lacks per annum net income and that he could not 
but fear that His Highnet.s would take alarm a*’ the difficulty of realizing 
so great an amount I replied that Amrut Rao stood in the near relation 
of brother to the Peshwa, that his exalted rank, therefore, required an 
handsome provision and that should it be even allowed that the eight lacks 
did form an ample stipend^ for Amrut Rao and his adherents, it would be 
also allowed that the benefits derived to the Poona state from the arrange- 
ment that gave it to him, were at least proportionate; that from Amrut 
Rao’s letter to your Lordship, indeed, he did not seem to consider that 
arrangement as very advantageous to him, or favourable to his pretentions ; 
that by that letter he seemtid to maintain claims on the Poona state, found- 
ed as he considered them, in law and justice, and accordingly showed himself 
indisposed to continue at Benares after the performance of his religious 
duties, or to regard the arrangements which fixed his stipend as permanent, 
but that as your Lordship co’nsidercd the pcrmanance of that arrangement 
as beneficial to the interests of His Highness the peshwa and his bi other, 

It was your Lordship’s desire that His Highness’s Government should 
provide for the certain and regular discharge of the stipends before des- 
cribed After a shoit silence the Dewan observed, that the Peshwa’s enmity 
towards Amrut Rao was so great, and the disposition of the latter so 
restless and seditious, that the circumstance- of his return to the Deccan 
could not but be very inconvenient I said, that the first point for adjust- 
ment was to make the necessary provision for the discharge of the stipends, 
and that to obviate the inconvenience alluded to, might be next for 
consideration Knshmjee Bawanie observed that the Peshwa had lately 
made some overtures to your Lordship respecting his interest m Bundel- 
khund, Kalpee, Jhansi and Saugor. I said in answer, that I had 
communicated those overtures to Your Lordship, that time was requisite 
to allow of my receiving a reply, that at the present juncture, those over- 
tures could not be taken as a basis for any arrangement, and that the 
provision in question pressed for adjustment The Dewan observed, with 
some earnestness that the territory more immediately connected with 
Poona was but little productive, and was barely capable of answering the 
urgent demands of His Highness’s Government; and that, should His 
Highness be disposed to make the provision I called for from the Northern 
territory before mentioned, he 'trusted the proposition would be accepted, 
that It was not possible to consult His Highness immediately on any part 
of the subject under discussion, as he was engaged in the Dutchena, but 
that the 'festival would soon be over, and that then your Lordship’s wishes 
should be laid before His Highness, and his sentiments taken on every 
point I had stated 

Doubtful of the extent of the Peshwa’s interests to the northward, and 
uncertain whether any provision could be made for the discharge of the 
stioends from the Peshwa’s share of Bundelkhund and claims on the other 
a'^jacent territories that would be entirely satisfactory to your Lordship, I 
was led to observe that Savenore and adjoining districts had now been 
possessed for a considerable time by His Highness’s Government but that 
It was acknowledged, that nothing had been received from those fertile 
lands into His Highness’s treasury, that with the aid of the British Govern- 
ment, it might be possible to bring them under a system of regulation by 

68 
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whic)i ihc> Tvould be produciivc cnouUi lo yield tlic proMiiun rcaulrcd 
and bciidtj lonio income fur ilis Uiihnots (lovernincnt Die Dewan 
said diat Nvhat I hid ()lncr\cd wai nut undoerMnif of attention but that 
thould the l\shw3 be induced to place Savanurc etc under any authoriiv 
capable of manaumg u m the maimer I had detcnbcd Ui« Uit,lincii vrould 
be deiiruus (o include in Suanurc (lie icMral peti) zamindari dependant 
on that province in order tint tluir I’olino mu lit be dul> received I 
ohierved that the whole of the lubjcct merited ili» IIt;;linevis attention 
nnd niiDit bo diicutsed wiili Di UiOmoi it in carl) d-i> that in every 
event the provUiuii fur (he duchirke of the jitipendv ' is indlipcniably 
neeetvar) that the proviiiun nmtht be nude immedialcl) without m on 
venience to lln Ilikhnevv^ Government v.a» now evident (or that vhoold 
the avsi^nmcnt to the nortliw ird prove imt to he ilohilor> to >our I ofd 
ihip a suitable approprulioii ot fceurit> mi III he unde from S.i>inurc 
that it was for I lit I iikhne>> & inti re»i» tint llie »t>( nnient sliuuld be made 
koun I added was obvious as until cvcr> point conneeted with the settles 
ment of the provision should be final!) concluded >oui I oroihip would 
not be cnablenl to into the cun>i Icnlion of an> plan to ohvutc the 
inconveniences that would be felt b> the f^eshwa under the return of Amrut 
llao to the Ue'ccan Ih^ Dewqn here assured me that he would lose no 
time in submitting all that I had sukkcstcd to Ills Highness and making 
me acquainted with hu answer A de»ulfary conversation here ensued, and 
badashiv Manke^huar having recurred to the Peshwai overtures relative 
to Ins share of Bundelkhund and expressed his hopes that with the aid of 
the Qriiiih Government Mis Mikhncsst intercsis in that quarter would be 
ascertained and promoted I repeated that nothing could lend more to 
realize these hopes tlian to hnish promptly the arrangement under divcus* 
lion which would of course include an assignment b> which to liquidate 
(he sums advance^l by (he Uridth Government on account of Amrut Kaos 
stipends The Dewan only smiled at hearing this last observation telling 
me that he would see me again m three or four days Merc the conference 
ended 


From the manner in which the Ministers received the different 
propositions I think it likely that the Peshwa will assent without much 
difficulty to the mensure of making a provision for tlic discharge of the 
stipends and the liquidations of the sums already disbursed on thc5c 
accounts but will at the same time endeavour anxiously to have it agreed 
to that the auignment shall be made from hii share of Bundelkhund O’* 
from such revenue as may prove to be due to his Government annuaily 
from Calpec Jhanii and Saugor In pushing forward the subject I khall 
endeavour to have it oropoicd to vour I ordship that the assignment be 
taken •either from the Pe*shwa t northern territory or from Savanorc under 
an arrangement of that province by which it should be managed for the 
Peshwa by the Dewan of Mviorc 1 was induced to exceed the latitude 
afforded by your Lordshin-s instructions by introducing the subject of such 
an arrangement to Hii Highncu s Mimstcrt with a view to facilitate the 
accomplishment of the object in contemplation and to the means it would 
afford for the preservation of tranquillity m the territory stretching from 
this Vicinity to the Toombuddra 


The information required by vour I ordihip relative to the lands 
formerly held m Jaghcer by Amrut Rao and the suras which have been 
advanced to him by this Residency ii communcated in n letter of the date 
to tb? Secretary to Government 



Letter No. 8.— In this letter Barry Close reports to Cornwallis that a 
clandestine correspondence had been going on between Holkar and 
some influential people in Poona and that he was endeavouring to 
unearth it. Further, he informs that the Patwardhan family always 
maintained a Vakeel at Smdhia’s Court and he is now deputed to 
the Holkar's Court. The Patwardhans were jealous of the British 
influence and were trying to induce the Peshwa to open corresnond- 
ence with the Holkar and the Sindhia 


From— B CLOSE, RESIDENT AT POONA, 

To— MARQUIS CORNWALLIS, GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Poona, the 6th September 1805 

In my address, No 2, I had the honour to state, that I should continue 
to use endeavours to ascertain whether any person belonging to Bapo- 
Jee Giinnais Goklah had brought the letters from Holkar, of which copies 
were transmitted in my dispatch to your Lordship of the 22nd ultimo The 
result of my investigation on the subject is, that the letters were delivered 
here by Harcarrah’s belonging to Sindia, but whether they came alone or in 
Company with any Karkoon belong to Goklah my enquiries have yet 
failed to determine As Mr Jenkins obtained information of a Vakeel 
belonging to the above Sirdar having left Holkar’s camp and as the period 
which lapsed between the date of that event and the time at which the letters 
were received at this Durbar, was about sufiicient for the performance of such 
a journey by the Vakeel, I think it may be concluded that Mr Jenkin’s 
intelligence on the occasion was well founded, and that the Vakeel must 
have arrived m this vicinity along with the letters 


It would appear that in March last, Holkar’s emissaries and partisans 
were particularly active at this station and on the Kistna, and succeeded in 
establishing the most extravagant impression of Holkar’s power, and that 
at that juncture most of the Mahratta Sirdars in the Deccan opened a corres- 
pondence with him, of'a nature which might favour the interests, should 
his effort ultimately succeed against the British army, on such a plan 
Goklah probably dispatched a Baked to him, whose return he has naturally 
ta^en means to conceal The Patwardhan family has always kept a Vakeel 
with Sindia, who, of late, probably is also deputed to Holkar This family 
jealous of the British prosperity carries on constant intrigues at this Durbar 
for the purpose of prevailing on the Peshwa to open an amicable corres- 
pondence with Sindia and Holkar 


Some of the Soukar houses in the city have lately received letters from 
their correspondents in Hindoostan, mentioning, that Sindia has dispatched 
Ballijee Komjee, Yeswant Rao Goorepeoreh, and Anabah Jadoo, on a 
mission to the Peshwa, that they had arrived at Kotah and that they were • 
to be accompanied bv Khandu Mahadoo on the part of Holkar Should this 
Mission have actually taken place I shall hope to be honoured with an 
expression of your Lordship’s pleasure whether the Vakeels, with tljeir 
escort should be passed, or stopped, by Colonel Wallace in Berar 
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Letter No 9 --In thl& letter Colooct Cto5u Iiifornu Conmallls of the antt 
dpalcd anival In Poona of the aj^cnls of Holkar anil Slndhla, 
>^nom the Pcstnva was umvillln^ to rLCtivL He wants to Inform 
Colonel Wallace to detain tlictn at Hurhanpur 

FttOM-COLONl L U CIOSI* Ul^SIDl N T AT POONA, 
To-MAROUIS CORNWAl I IS GOVI RNOR G1 NLUAU 

Poona the llt/i iyititcnibir ISOi 
1 have juit rc'ceived a cuinmunicaiion from Ilis Hi;:imeix the PeJiwa 
lliroudi liii Dewan tu (he lolloxvmu ctTeel lini liis lli^hiicv* iiavtn^ 
learnt (hat Dalajec Koonjur and Jciwani Hao Goreporth have left Sin 
dhh t C^mp on a Million to (he Poona Dtirbar and were to he joined b> 
a Vakeel on the part of JciViant Rao Uolkar ii de^iroui that thow per nnw 
should not be pernutted tu cunie on to Poona but be stopped on the Tron 
tier bv Colonel Wallace unlcis it iliould Ih: ^our I ordship i deiire that 
the} should be allowed to come on to lhi« ktalion That lli» ljighnc>s hai 
received no intimation whatever from bindia or hit Ministers or tiie other 
part} respecting thti Mtittan and cannot but suincet that it hai been dli 
patchcil with ionic hostile or sinister viww espLuall) ns for nun> nionlhi 
past ilolkars emissaries have been Imrikuini, with almost all the Mahrnita 
oirdari in the Uenrean for the purpose of txciiin;; ihein j;?ainsi the hn^hsh 
and nttachim; tiiem to hit ciU5C ihal under such circumstance the arri 
‘ val of the Mission at Poona mittht le*ad to much Incoiivenicnct and that ifl 
anv event Hu Hifihness eoncetves that all matter e*f a public nature occur 
rinjj for adjuitmcni betwexn lus state and the Government of bindia and 
Holkar muit refer in the first inilanct to the llntish Cjovernmcnt and not 
to ‘he Poona Durbar and that accorJinpl> llis Iiif*hncfs is ol opinion tliat 
It must be most secure and rei^ular tliat the Mission should be halted on 
the hronticr. supposintl ihnt in the inicnal no orders -fcspcctin? it should 
be received irom \our Lordvhip and that should it uliimaicl} be the wish 
of your I ordship that the Nfission should be received it would be proper 
that the mcmbcri of it should not be permitted to come on with an escort 
of troops but only with a few attendants 

Ai Hu Highness the Pcihwa is thus indisposed to receive ine Mission 
the arrival of which might be followed bv the cnccts apprelicnded b> Hii 
Hichncss I propose to write to Colonel Wallace deJiring him to acquaint 
Hallajcc Koonjur. and the other members of the Mission on their arrival 
at Burhanporc that they arc not to cross the Frontier until they shall be 
appnzcd h> him that they have permission to come on to their dcitination 


Letter No 10 —Colonel Close informs the Governor General that he would 
carry out his ‘ Resolution to abstain from interferlnjj In ihe Internal 
concerns of the Poona state He also reports that the Raja of 
Kolhapur had afforded aid of troops to Hari Pant Bhave a pnrtlsan 
of Jeswant Rao Holkar and that there hav'c been desertions of 
troops In the array under Colonel Wallace due to the raachinaUons 
of Holkar 


From— COLONEL B CLOSE RESIDENT AT POONA 
To-MARQUIS dX)RN\VAI LIS GOVERNOR GENERAL 


PooMfl the 13th 5eptcm6cr 1805 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of >our commands sig' 
mfied in Mr Secretary Edmonstones dispatch of the 18th ultimo 

o j j to Ibe Peshwa s proposition relative to 

Bundclkhund and Kalpee etc I shall coraraumcate immediately to Hu 

Highness i MinUtcn. and it shall bo ray duty to pursue your Lordsh/p ( 
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principles applicable to Maliratta nlTurs to the utmost extent (liat our poli- 
tical lelations in ihi^ ouarter of the Deccan will permit Your Lordship’s 
resolution to abstain from interteiin'4 in the internal concerns of the Poona 
state will I hope Inne the ellect wliicli \oui Lordship has in view by m- 
ducinif His Hipinc'^s to be moie select in the chouc of tiie persons to whom 
he commits the manajfemem ot lus alTaiis and to exert himself for the 
regulation of his Go\ernnient and the suppression of the hostile 
iiurigues of the contederales amuag^t his •efiaciorv Jagheerdais From 
promises however which have been obt lined iiom ilis Highness relative to 
those Jagheerdais he must coiisuiei hinself as not at liberty to take anv 
steos against tnem without tlie c\piess coiicuiieiice of the British Govern- 
ment Besides the military service which they are bound to render to the 
Poona Government, hlis iliglniLss u ucsiious lo iccovei certain lands 
from them ot which lhe> liave surlepImou^!\ obtained possession 

3 On the 7ih instant, I Icaint fiom Anind Rno and Bajee Naik that 
the Oewan iiad again applied to the Peshvva on ihe subject of the desired 
r.du.slmcnt of the stipend foi Anand Rio bur th it His Highness inflexibly 
adhered to the sentiments wlitcli he had lornierly explained 

4 By late intelligence from the southward .t appears that the Kola- 
pore Raja has afforded con'idi^r ibic aid of troops to Han Punt Bhave 
a noted partisan of Jesvvint Rao Ilolkar’s and that under this support 
Bhav^e IS encamped near Mnai mamenling lus force and calling on the 
neighbouring dessa>s to join liis standard Kaihm Saheb's son who fled 
Siringapatnm is said to !i irhour on, the Kol ipurc Iroiuier and a rumour 
prevails that he is to he ilie ostensible hold ol Bhave’s horcc I propose 
addressing t' e R ij i of Kolh.iporc on the impropriel) of ms taking any part 
in favour of Bhave vviio has long been numbered amongst the freebooters 
of the Deccan and w)ios( object cm onlv be gencial plunder 

5 Your Lordship is apprized of the desertions which took place not 
lon« since in Colonel Wallace's Ckunp, owing lo ihe seducing arts of Hol- 
k ir’s emissaries It is with great concern I hav'c now to report, that on the 
night of the 11 th msnnt 13 men of the 1st Bitr.dion, 2ii(l Regiment at this 
station found means to desert and that there Is reason to apprehend that 
they too have been seduced from tlieii colours by the same means and have 
accordingly fled towards Holkar's Camp Parties have been dispatched in 
pursuit ot them and Lieut -Colonel Chalmers is using his utmost exertions 
to trace the secret intercourse by which they may have been inveigled froir. 
their duty 

Letter No 11. — Reports that a mission consisting of the Vakils from the 
Sindhia and Holkar was coming to the Peshwa’s Court and that he 
had asked Colonel Wallace to stop them at the frontier in view of 
the fact that a hostile coriespondence was going on foi some time 
by the partisans of the Sindhia and Holkar thioughout the Deccan. 

From-COLONEL B CLOSE, RESIDENT AT POONA, 

To— MARQUIS CORNWALLIS, GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Poona, the 6th October 1805 

A letter from Balajee Koonjur has been received at the Peshwas 
Dnrbar, intimating, for His Highness’s information that he and the 
Ni u from Sindia and Holkar, had arrived at Mhaisur on me 

^'J^’buddah, and requesting, that directions might be forwarded to Colo- 
nel Wallace and to the Vinchoor Jagheerdar desiring them to permit 


/ 
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the Mitilon to pail oa to the Durbar Thu circumitancc wai reported to 
me thi* inominL b> Nath at the dwiuc o( the Ksh'^a. ai 

13>ajct Naik told me \\a* mil mmilline tint the Vaketli ihould be per 
mitttd to cotnt on apprehendinj^ tint ihtir proctcdmK< iiert njighr aUord 
wound for tuipKions ^\IHcll mirht be Injunouk to the conne^ciian uhich 
holds beUsexn the llonounblc Company and Mu Mnhncui Government 

I replied tint ar Mu Miulmeiss etproi desire I had reijneated Colonel 
Wallace to detain the Mi»ion on the froniter till >our lordship » Inrtruc 
tions should be received respectiiik it but that if in consequence of the 
letter from Ballajee Koniijur Mu Highness was now desirous mat the 
Vakeels should he permitted to adianee I should revoke m> dispatch to 
Colonel Wallace, for their detention To this me isure Byitcc Naik gave 
no encouragement staling only that he should communicate what ( had 
observed to tho Pe^hwa 

After some immaterial eonversation Byajet? Niik adverted to the 
clandestine corresnondence which was discovered m Poona 1 Jew months 
since by Khande Uao Knstiah and afkrwards investigated ly Captain 
Sydenham and then ob»erv\.d (nat (he Cabal detected by that corres 
pondence so tar from being abated had of late grealU increased That 
according to ntellig(.nce rcccnil) rexeived a hoitlle corrispondencc was 
carried on by the pariisans of the Cunfedenics throughouf the Deccan 
That the Uaja nf Kolliapore Ka^^onaut itao Maunia and Murry Punt Bliavc 
were at the head of ihu cbbal on (he Ku(na That Kauotim Rao was the 
leader of it at Hyderabad and Nana Sahib at Naepur lhai Mis Highness 
bccun 'er Jah w s partial to Rigoitm Rjo -ind wished to rid himself of 
Me^er Allum and that should the conicdcrarti be able lo make their way 
to the Dteian the Cabal woull he prepared lo operate in their favour 1 
wished to ascertain from Byajec Naik whence he procured this informa 
tiORj and succeeded so far as to lenm that part of it referred to letters 
received from the Southward by Khande Rao Rniiiah That Murry Punt 
Bhaves nrocce mgs it Kolanorc ire much talked of m that neijjhbourliood 
^pe*arcd bi ^ letter which I lately received from Colonel Sir William 
Clarke and of which I enclose a copy for your Lordship s inspection 

I am concerned lo acquaint your LonUhip that iJihough 1 have on 
different otcasions of late renewed liic sub}ect of the required aJjuslmcni 
of the stipends hr Amrut Rao and his followers I have not received any 
reply from the Pe^hwa s Ministers calculated to afTor I any hope that His 
Hiflhne‘«s will accede to the proporals which have been made to him on 
that subject It is mv intention therefore to avoid i further renewal of the 
question until I shall be honoured with your I ordship i scnlimenu on the 
manner m which U has been received by His Highness 


Letter No 12 -Colonel Cfose rcoorU the sentiments of the Peshwa about 
the Mission wnt by the Holkar and Slndhla to his Court rnd that 
In spile of the wg^css of the members of the missions to meet 
him he has ask^ them to wait pending the receipt of the Governor 
General s direction 


From-COLONEL close RESIDENT AT POONA 
To-MARQUIS CORNWALLIS GOVERNOR GENERAL 


Poona the 17lh October 1805 


fro J .» copy of a litter which I have received 

from Colonel Wallace copiei of the MahratU and Pcnian correipondetice 
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to which It refers, I have forwarded to the Persian Secretary to Govern- 
ment »The substance of the several letters I have communicated to the 
Peshwa, and His Highness has informed me in reply, that he is still desirous 
that the Mission should be detained on the frontier, until your Lordship’s 
pleasure shall be known, respecting it His Highness conveyed an assur- 
ance to me at the same time that had the Mission been resolved on by Sin- 
dia and Holkar in concert with your Lordship’s Resident at Smdiah’s Court 
and been accordingly dispatched for the adjustment of any common obiect, 
he would have been prepared to receive it with the utmost satisfaction 

I have received a few lines from Jeswant Rao Goreporah intimating 
that he had reached Burhanporerjand that Smdia had sent him to me In 
reply I have informed him that 1 had addressed, your Lordship on the sub- 
ject of the Mission, and requested that he would be guided by the com- 
munications which he should receive from Colonel Wallace 

I have the pleasure to acquaint your Lordship, that the Peshwa has 
relieved his manager of the Sovenore province whose conduct had been 
so improper in various instances and nominated a person in his room svho, 
from his character and experience promises to do justice to the situation 

His Highness proposes to make an excursion soon to Punderpore in 
o~der,to be present at a festival which is about to be clebrated there 

1 formerly mentioned to your Lordship that 13 sepoys had deserted 
from Lieut -Colonel Chalmers Battalion at this station, and that it was 
apprehended that they had been seduced from their colours by some per 
son in the interest of Jeswant Rao Holkar Of these men two soon 
returned to their Corps and three have been taken and although their Pight 
seems to have been favoured by a Patan in Poona it does not appear that 
they had any intercourse with any person connected with Holkar 


Volume 6 — Enclosure to Letter No 22 

Camp at Fiittypoor, the 7th October 1805 

I 

To 

COLONEL CLOSE 
Sir 

I have the honour to transmit to you the copies of letters which I 'i.'ve 
todaj received from Balajee Koonjur and Jeswant Rao Goreporah, and of 
my reply thereto 

The wish that the Vakeels express of being permitted to come on to 
this Camp, I shall continue to resist and shall unless, I receive contrary 
instructions, prevent their passing the frontier 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

W WAl.LACE. 



LcUcr No 13 —The writer reports that the Peshw-a ha4 left Poooa for a 
visit to ccrtiin places on the Godavery to make some arrangements 
for the protection of the districts adjacent to tha»c places 

haoM-H Cl OSI lU SIDI NT Af POONA, 

To-THP GOVI UNOU GI NCUAL 

PoOrto, the 4{/j January 1B06 
His liiKhnesi the Peihwa hat proceeded on his proposed excursion to 
the GoilxscfN Ik Is efeorted b> at IcJ'it 3 000 Cavalry and 2 000 Infantry 
v.uh SIX field pieces and at hit request 1 have written to (he Officer Com 
inandinq at Aliniedna ar dc irin^ fiiiii to sladon a Native Detachnient 
uiih a 1 teld piece ii n position on the Tuka road where the Hhccis locd 
fnrincriv (o akscnible I Iiih measure I (lirceled inerel> m coinniiancc with 
lilt Iliklinesss desire ii hit escort it ceriainl> strong enomtii, to be an 
over match for all tlie UliecIs or robbers who could assemble on the 
Goda\er> 

Hii UiL)inct> will volt Concreoan and Nisik and make tome arrange 
menti for the protection of the dltlricK adjacent to tiiotc places \t is 
expected that lie will return to his Capital In six weeks or tvo months. 
In his absence the business of Government is conducted as usual b> the 
Dewan with whom he has left Goklali and hit troops 


l.eUcr No —Colonel Close writes about the tour of the Peshwa and the 
disturbances In Suv'anoor due to the activities of some Chieftains 

From-COLONPL CI osn RPSIDENT at POONA 

To-THC GOVERNOR GCNfc.IC\L 

PoOnd the ZIth February 1806 

The Treat) of peace concluded between the *Honourable Company 
ard Jeswant Rao Holkar having appeared In the Calcutta Gazette of the 
6 h instant I judged it expedient to communicate the substance of it to 
the Dewan who acquainted me in repK that he would send an intimation 
on the lubjeori to Hii llit,hncss the Peslma Uy late accounts from Hi 
Highness he continued at Copergaum and as he proposes to visit Peytun 
be cannot be expected to return hither before the 16th of next month 

By intelligence received yesttrdav from the Southward it appears that 
the adherents of Lago the lalo Sir boobah of Savenore had attacked and 
defeated a party belongimj to the pre ent Sir Soobah taking from them 
two guns some horses and baggage The town of Savenore still continues 
m the hands of the rebels who it mav be apprehended begin to derive 
assistance secretly from the Dersaye of DummuJ the Polligar of Nargoond 
and other Zamindars south of the Kistna 


Letter No 15 —Close writes about a dispute In the family of the Pratlnldhl 
and Us- effect on the Poona state and Its internal aifoirs 

From— COLONEL CLOSE RFilDCNT AT POONA 
To-THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 

Poona the lit March 1806 
This morning I received a visit from a Karkoon belonging to Chinta 
man Rao who presented me with a letter from hii master, of which I 
trai^it a copy to the Secretary in the Pcrtion Department for vour 
notice. ' 




alliance -ft ere that the cnemic* of cUher were to be regarded at the 
enciuict ol both, and that the coniraitiiii' partici Acre to attiit each other 
in tile event ol (he Kajj i terrliuriek being Jlljvhcd jq the one iide or the 
iionounbic Crunipan) t new aeciuuiiioiu on (lie other titat at an ur;,cnt 
period ot the laie war with Itolkjr the Kaja had laded to perform hii 
entageiuenlt, and that accordinj,l> >ou, lionouiable bir, had judged it 
Lxptujent, as a matter of propriety and justice lu withdraw the alliance 
and tiiat as >ou had adUresved a letter to liie Kaja ol Jaipore spccit>ing 
tile grounds on winch }OU had taken tiiat measure >ou had caused wopics 
ot It to be irantimited to the dilUreiu ISritub Uesi enib in order that the 
sub tancL of it iniglit be explained to the native courts at winch they ics* 
pcctivci) resided that the leltcr was 'written in Persian but that iiis 
Uighuets might be enabled to peruse it, 1 had caused a literal translation 
to be made of it m the Matiradii langna,^c Sad^sluv Manlcshwar 
ubieped (hat a perusal of the letter would no doubt be very satisfactory to 
the l^eiliwa 1 then caused (lie translation to be read, and- found that it was 
accurately coinprcliended boili b> Maiikohvsar and Krislinajee Uhawani 
Ihey boib expressed their regret that the Kaja of Jaipuie should have 
been so heedless and faulty at to have failed m Ins engagements and thus 
forfeited an alliance which was douoileis neeosary for the safely ol bis 
state Krishnajee Uhavvani enquires) whether any reply bad been received 
to the address i sajd that 1 was not informed on the subject Mankcsliwar 
then observed that the Uaja of Jainore had a Government to guide and 

E rotect that without ihe support of the Honourable Conpany it would 
c exposed to danger nnd tint he would of course apologize to the British 
Government for Ins past conduct and lobeit a continuance of the alliance 
Here I presented the translation to Nlankeshwar who receiving it said 
that should be submitted to the Pesbvva, with a communication of what 
1 had stated 


Sadashiv Mankeshwar now informed me that if I had not rcq^ucs cd 
an interview he would have found it necessary to have paid me a visit in 
order to converse with me on some points by desire of the Pcihwa ilic 
restitution which was to be made to Holkar lie said would bear hard upon 
the Peshwa s finances The Vmclioor Jaghirdir had been desired to m 
crease his troops for the defence of Khandesh and had borrowed money 
for the purpose as well at to make advances for promoting the cultivation 
of the province which he had hoped would become so fruitful at to ctublc 
him to discharge his debts and to indemnify him for all his diiburscineutt 
The approaching restitution however, would deprive him of the fund on 
which he had so confidently depended He then proceeded to stale that 
In this difficulty the Vinchoor Jaghcerdar had begun to importune the 
Durbar to assist him with funds by which to laluty hit creditors and meet 
the demands of his troops a part of whom it would be necessary to dis> 
charge that how to find means to render this aid was extremely emba Hss- 
ing to Hit Highncu i Government That a long account remained to be 
settled between the Poona state and Gaikwar Haja That the demands 
of the Poona slate on certain of the tcmtonci of the Hyderabad Govern 
meat were never properly rcaliicd and that independent of other po ms 
several diitncti the entire property of the Poona stale were retained tn 
pojcsion py the Patwardhan family and that of Rastiah That m cndcav 
ounng to devise means to relieve the Vinchoor Jaghcerdar from hii present 
embari^racnti the P«hwa had expressed a hope that the Gaikwvar Raja 
might be induced to discharge a part of the balance that would appear 
upon enquiry to be due by him and alio that some aisiitancc might bo 
Tifl! f Government by on investigation into its claims on 

* I replied, that the several claims he had adverted to 
could not tw invotigaictj without much time and that when preteni.oni 
were of such old standmg tlie result of an examination into them might 
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well be considered as doubtful, rhat the Gaikwar Government seemed to 
think he would suffer little by a fair settlement of his accounts with the 
Poona Durbar, and that blis Highness the Soobahdar seemed to be as 
sanguine of benefit from an investigation of the disputed claims as the 
Peshwa, that it was stipulated that the British Government should arbitrate 
between the two states, an I adjust the points m difference, and that the 
arbitration would take place as soon as leisure should permit Sadashiv 
Mankeshwar now adverted to the fort and districts of Ahmednagar, 
observed,, that the season had arrived at which both the fort and territory 
connected, might be delivered over to the Peshwa’s Government, and that 
It would be very satisfactory to His Highness if the transfer should now 
be odered to take place In answer I pointed out to the Dewan that the 
fort of Ahmednagar was still occupied by us as a Magazine, that it contained 
a considerable quantity of Military stores and provisions for the use of the 
. Poona Subsidiary Force stationed in its neighbourhood, and that, under such 
circumstances it was evident, that (he transfer ot this post could not 'take 
place at this period with any convenience to the general interests, that 
although the transfer of the territory, connected with the fort, migfit he 
subject for consideration, it was still to be remember'd tint, according to 
the correspondence of the British ^Government, the transfer was to be 
deferied till' circumstances should afford satisfactory grounds erf lasting 
general tranquillity, and that on this account, it might be considerea as 
eligible that the existing arrangement should continue until every part of 
the Treaty with Holkar should be carried into effect Mankeshwar as- 
sured me, that the Peshwa would be ever disposed to make sacrifices for 
the general convenience, but at the same time trusted, that the British 
Government would not allow the transfer of the districts belonging to 
Ahmednagar to be any longer deferred, that the delivery of them to the 
Poona state at this se<ison. could not foil to make impressions generally 
‘of a nature highly favourable to the credit of His Highness’s Govern- 
ment That with respect to the fort, as it was stdl wanted for the Poona 
Subsidiary Force, His Highness would be sati'jfied for the present, if buch 
appearance should be permitted as should indicate openly, that the pl^ce 
was the acknowledged property of the Poona state, and that, this obiect 
would be attained bv arranging so as that a Karkoon from this Durbar, 
attended by 20 or 30 peons, should be permitted to reside m the fori of 
Ahmednagar, and be allowed to hoist the Peshwa’s colours on the works 
1 told the Dewan that while the fort continued to be occupied bv 
the British Troops no division of authority could possibly be permOted 
m the place To th's he replied readily that he did not mean that anvt'iing 
more should be settled than that the Pettah and districts of Ahmednagar 
should be transferm’’ to the Peshwa’s authority and that a Karkoon should 
be permitted to reside in the fort, merely for the purpose above specified 1 
replied that T was not master of the Peshw^’s wishes on the subiect, that 
I should comunicate them to you. Honourable Sir, and make the Durbar 
acquainted when I should be honoured with your reply 


Letter No 17 — Close reports that the Peshwa after the death of his wife 
Savitri Bai had married another lady on the 10th June The lady 
was from Wai and distantly related to the Rastia family. 

From— COLONEl. B CLOSE RESIDENT AT POONA, 

To— THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL, FORT WILLIAM, 

Foona, 15tJi June 1806 

In mv dispatch tO'^Mr Secretary Edmonstone of the 9th instant. I 
had the honour to mention the information T had received of His High- 
ness the Peshwci having resolved to enter again into the connubial state. 



Hi Highncu I undcaland had arranged for making an excuralon to 
Pundurporc vviih il^c vuw of butng pri&cnt ai a festival uhicn it tooT to 
OLcar tntre and dtiLrmjni.U noi lo cckbratc lut nurriai,c uniil nj-Xi tprii 
At the taroLti rLComnn.ndancn hov»c\cr of the principal tlramint at 
the Durbar he wat prevailed on to alter hit inieniion and avail hinnlf 
of the pre‘*enl tcason, which wat nearly expired but was held to ho 
peculiarly autpiciout A ' oung lady from a rctpectable Brahmin family 
at Value dutanily conneclcd with the house of Bajliah wai the objext 
of hit clioicc On tile 10th instant hit nuptiaU commenced and were 
celebrated willi all the splendour and dcmoniinlion of joy vvmcli the short 
period left kr preparation would permit During the fcstivitici Hit 
Vliglincsi vvat presented with Nuziert by the dilfercnt birdart at Poona 
^eilcrda> evening I proceeded to offer mv cungraiulationt to him 
accompanied by the j,enllemcn of the Ucsidency V\'c wet'e received by 
him in full Durbar and entertained with Music and Dancing and a rcpail 
prepared m the Brahmin ti>lc During the cnleriamnient I presented 
him with gifu and at night approached we look our leave 


LcUcr No 18— This letter contains an enclosure which Is a copy of the 
IcltcT written by Clove to the CoYcrnor GtTcral In this lellcr hf 
reports hiv convcrvallon wills the Peshw^ and his brother regarding 
the possibility of a reconciliation hclwccn therm 

From-COLONCL B CLOSl KLSIULNT AT POONA 
To-M CLPHINSTONL ULblDCNT AT NAGI*UU 

Poona the 20//i November 1806 
I have the honour lo forward for sour information a cop> of niv 
hut addrcsi No 21 to the Honourable the Governor General 


To 

THE HONOURABLr SIR G H BARLOW BART 
Honourable Sir H f 

When Hit Highneit the Pethwa returned last from Pandharpur h© 
acquainted me by metsoge that it hat been hit intention to mvilc "’e 
and the gentlemen of the Residency on an entertainment on the occasion 
of hit nuptiali That at he could not delay hit viiit to Pundharporc ‘'o 
wat prevented from carrying hit intention into effect That he wai tttll 
occupied by various engagementt but that at his earliest leisure he 
would prepare for having the pleasure of our comnany at hit favounto 
ffarden on the iKirf of the city On the 7th instant I was visited by Antin'! 
Rao Mulhar and Byajee Naik who informed me that fhev were deputed 
by Hli Highncti to invite me and the gentlemen of the Residency to an 
entertainment at the Hecra Bagh on the afternoon of the ensuing day 

2 We accordingly waited on Hu Highness at the time appointed 
He received us with great attention and after addressing some obluing 
egressions to me sicmi/icd his wivh to withd nw to an adioining room 
whithyr 1 followed' him accompankd bv Mr Waring 1 anticipated that - 
hi» Durome was to renew the- lubipcr of the desired adiustment w»ih his 
brother Chimnaiee Anoah On fakmc hu seat he immcdi-^telv referred 
to the convervattoD which formerlv h«id with Sedishiv Manke^t^war nd 
mre*<ed himrelf as perfectly satisfied with the sentiments which I had 
then explained He said he was egnsiblp of the advantages which wruld 
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accrue should a settlement take place between him and his brother with- 
out a reference to me, or even permitting the subject to become' public, 
but added that time had passed suthcieiit to convince him, that without the 
aid ot my mediation, the object ot a permanent adjustment was not practica- 
ble Here I interposed to observe, that I had made a particular report of 
what had passed at my former interview with Sadashiv Mankeshwar, to 
the Honourable the Governor-General, who had since confirmed all that 
1 had uiged on that occasion, his fullest approbafeton, and that as it was 
palpable that a permanent reconciliation could not rest on any basis so 
secure as that ot mutual confidence, 1 trusted His Highness would be 
induced to take some step personally to ascertain the cause of the dissatis- 
faction manifested by his brother, and afterwards apply the most suitable 
remedy to remove it His Highness still insisted that all endeavours, on 
his part for the purpose, would be vain, that the assistance of a mediator 
who had the confidence of both parties, was indispensable, that formerly 
when a settlement was necessary between the Poona state-and the wiiow 
of Nana Furnaveese, General Sir Arthur Wellesley, interposed his good 
offices and an agreement took place, which confinued in force afforoing 
equal satisfaction to each of the parties that similar good offices were nov* 
wanting and would not, he trusted,- be withheld, I then requested His 
Highness would do me the honour to let me know what, in his opinion, 
was the cause of the umbrage entertained by his brother To this request 
His Highness replied with reluctance After some hesitation he said that 
he could not bring himself to speak unfavourably of a brother for whom 
he had so high a consideration That he naturally felt the greatest 
delicacy towards him and hoped I would perceive that the question I had 
offered could be replied to with a better grace from any other quarter After 
allowing the conversation to subside a little, I again ventured a trial to 
draw an opinion from His Highness as to the motive of his brother’s 
dissatisfaction, and succeeded so far, that His Highness at length insinuat- 
ed, that his ancestors had not been quite free from the habits of disagree- 
ing, that I myself was not unacquainted with the history of the Peshwa’s 
family and that, it might be that his brother who was young, might have a 
Military turn, and be disposed to an active life This insinuation, I 
allowed to pass without notice but expressed my apprehension, that the 
Honourable the Governor-General would be greatly disappointed, should 
His Highness fail to reconcile his brother’s mind without my interference 
This observation had no effect, and His Highness -continued to urge me 
to interpose, with so much earnestness that I apprehended, that should I 
still decline to acquiesce, he might imbibe the notion, that I had becorne 
indifferent to his objects and interests I therefore told him, that in 
declining to acquiesce in his wish so long I had it in view only to recom- 
mend what appeared to me to be most conducive to the credit of his house 
and the advantage of his state, that a reconciliation between him and his 
brother was certainly a very urgent object, and that as he continued to 
entertain the conviction that my mediation was indispensable to its attain- 
ment, I should be prepared to pay my respects to his brother at any time 
that might be appointed His Highness now appeared to be much 
gratified We returned to the room we had left and were afterwards 
entertained with a repast and smgina and dancing and as the evening 
advanced. His Highness presented us with gifts, when we took our leave 

3 On the 14th instant, the Peshwa had a short interview with his 
brother when it was ascertained, that the latter was well disposed to 
receive a visit from me * I accordingly desired the head native servant 
of the Residency to wait on him with my respects, to express my regret 
that so long a period had passed without offering any occassion, by which 
I could personally make enquiries after his welfare, and- that with his 
permission I should have the honour of paying my respects to him He 
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returned to a polite aniwcr appolnlinj* ihu morning at 7 0 clock ai the 
hour at vshlch he would be prepared to receive me 1 accordingly waned 
on ium at that time accompanied hy Waring and wat recei\cd by him 
with treat politenea 

1 1 dclicatcl> introduced the purpoic of m> %i»It and after a conversa 

tmn of wome length learned (rum hu profeirums (hat he retained a proper 
regard for the I\*h\va whom he mentioned with great rcipccl and attrl 
huted the chantc of hablti, which had taken place between him and (lis 
Hiehncis to improper \iewi. and practice on the part of hu principal 
individual! near llii lltthpcis* pertup fSadatliiv Mankeihwar) that he had 
no ('oMi. lo mteitele lU the e^iliUiel ol the I\»JIU Oovernillent but 
expected that Ilii }li;<hncii would make a suitable provision for him 
ai^rceably lo the practice o! the faiitil) on terms whicli should ‘illow him 
to be independent of His flighncsss servants 

5 Having collected these points from his statements I obsened that 
1 experienced the greatest satislaeliun at finding that no real difference 
had occurred between him and His Highness for whom he had aiwa>s 
manitesled so Warm a regard tnit it ihr t ipin murcuoisc which had so 
tong subsisted between tliem had been aflcctcd of late it was highly grati 
fying to me to perceive that their senttmenu towards each other continued 
unaltered and that under these circumstances it might be attended with 
desirable consequences were 1 to ho informed lo what precise object his 
views were directed at should it appear that f raij^hl bi useful he migbt 
command m> best exertions 

6 After speaking warmly in praise of the British Government and 
addressing some complimenlao cxpre»sionf to me he proceeded to excuse 
himself from stilmg my precise arrangement that would answer /or him 
observing that Hit Iliglmcss was his superior and that it ought to be left 
to him in the first instance to offer his Ide'as on the subject that after His 
Highncsss sentiments should be known he should send me n commumca 
tion through li>ajcc Naik and that afterwards he would be happy to have 
inoihcr interview with me finding that he adhered to this line of 
ptocc^inj I yielded m> assent to it He then paid us the attentions 
uvual at parting when we withdrew 

Byajee Naik who was present at the interview has of course reported 
what passed to ilis Highneu from whom it is probable I shall receive o 
communication on the subject tomorrow or next day 

I have the honour to be 
Sir 

Your Most obedient humble servent 
PoosA B CLOSE 

The 17lh Nov 1806 Resident at Poona 


Letter No 19— The enclosure to this letter conv'e^'S the Information that 
the Peshwa had agreed to grant a slli>end of two lai-s x vear to his 
brother and the htter was satisfied wllh It Thus a settlement has 
been effected belw-een the Peshwa and his brother 

From-COLONEL B close RESIDENT AT POONA 
To-M ELPHINSTONE RESIDENT AX NAGPUR 

PoOna ISth December 1806 
I have the honour to enclose for your information a copy of my 
address No 23 to the Hoc ble the Governor General 
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To 

The HON’BLE the Sir G H BARLOW BART, 

Governor-General 

Honourable Sir, 

I have the honour to intimate, that a settlement has finally taken place 
between His Hij'hncss the I’e^Iuva and Ins brother Chimnajee Apoah I 
learned indirectly trom B>ajee Naik, that His Highness was willing to 
grant a stipend to his brother of a lac and 50,001) rupees per annum, and 
might be induced to grant even two lies should it appear that his brother 
\vould be fully satislied with such liberal allowance Possessed of this 
information, I procured an inter\ie\v with Chimnajee Appah, and after 
some conver^Jtlon, ascertained from him, that he would be entirely satis- 
ned with a stipend of t\%o lies, provided it should be regularly discharged, 
md His Highness should observe a demeanour towards him suitable to 
Tis rank and connection. In reply I said it could not be doubted that His 
Highness would abide h> such settlement as should be adjusted, and that, 
as I should probably have an interview with His Highness shortly, I should 
make such explan ilioiis to him as the occision required He appeared to 
be satisfied with this communication, and after some further discourse he 
observed that, he had always acted with truth and fidelity towards His 
Highness, thu he would continue to do so, having no desire to intrefere 
in the concerns of his Government, and wislicd that I would now consider 
circumstances to be the same is if no symptoms of variance had ever 
occurred between him and his brother Here the interview closed The 
ensuing day, I had the honour of waiting on His tlighness, when after some 
discussion, a settlement with his brother Was agreed on, as detailed in 
the enclosed memorandum 

The first kist wis sent to Chimnaj'ce Appah yesterday, and it may be 
hoped, that as His Highness has behaved liberally to his brother in fixing 
so handsome a stipend for him, the agreement which has been adjusted 
between them, will be lasting 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
I’ooin ; B CLOSE, 

17th December 1806 Resident at Poona 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


Letter No 1 —Colonel Close dulroi itiformatlon about one Taltcl) All 
and encloses copies of IcUcrs rcceUcd from Uuclian and WlIKs 
These enclosures Nos 3 and 4 throw 11^'hl on the career of some 
contemporary figures as also on certain Important matters 

Trom-COIONLL CLOSI RnSIDI m at POONA 

To-M ELPIIINSTONr, RCSIDENT AT NAGPUR 

PoOfta, the 20th Oclofrcr 1805 

I ha\c the honour to enclose for >our infunnation n cop> of a dispatch 
which I Ialc]> rcccncd from iIil Koidcnl In AKkutc I( ina> be dctirc 
able to ascertain by a pruaio mode of enquiry wliLthcr I altch Ally it luh* 
ruted or patronized by tlic Ra^a of Nagpur and whether he resides m (he 
vicinity of that Capital and if not where he it suppoicd to reside at 
present 

To-COLONCL BARRY CLOSE RESIDENT AT POONA 

Sir 

I have the honour to enclose for your information a copy of a letter 
received from the Chief bcactary to Govc»'nmuit at fort St George 
regarding a person seized In the Ceded Disiricti who appears to be con 
ncctcd with Futtch Ally whom >our information placet at this time iH 
the territory of Kolhaporc 1 also enclose a copy of my reply to thii 
Icttct 

I have the honour to be 
Sir 

Mysore Your most obedient humble servant 

4th October 1S05 M W ILKS 

Acting Resident 

To-MAJOR WILKS ACTING RESIDENT IN MYSORE 
Sm 

1 am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor General ii 
Council to enclose for your Information the copy of a report which ha 
been received from the raymailcr of Stipends at Vellore on the lub^ccl a 
a perton^of lutpiclout character who hat been placed under restraint b; 
the Officer Commanding in the Ceded Districts 

2 His Lordship in Council desires in particular to draw your atten 
tion to the concluding part of the report and I am directed to slate Hi 
Lordship s wish to be fumiihcd with any documents of a matcnal natun 
•^hich may be connected with the investigation relative to supposed emit 
sarie* referred to by the Paymaster of Stipends 

1 have the honour to be. 

Sir. 

Your most obedient humble servant 
Fort St George G. BUCHAN 

The 25lh September 1805 Chief Secretary to Government 
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To— THE CHIEF SECRETARY 
FORT St GEORGE 


TO GOVERNMENT. 


Sir, 

1 was last night honoured with your letter of the 3rd instant enclosing 
copy ot a letter from the Secretary to the Commander-in-Chief, accompa- 
nied by some original documents, to which it leterred, and desiimg I would 
state information respecting the two persons connected with the family of 
the late Tippoo Sultan, who appear to have been engaged in a correspond- 
ence with the enemies of the British Government 


Beture I attempt an elucidation of the subject, I have to beg you 
will state for the intormation of the Right Hon’ble the Governor in Council, 
that 1 have much satisfaction in observing that no part of the family of the 
late Tippoo Sultan residing at Vellore, or at all under the protection of 
the British Government, are in any manner implicated in the correspond- 
ence enclosed to me, either mediately or immediately 

Ignorance or inattention has led the person, who registered the original 
documents to translate not as a herman from Futtah Hyder, son of the late 
Tippoo Sultan, dated 29th Zilkaud 1257 The highest inspection however 
Will show how unjust such an accusation is against the Prince Futta Hyder 

This Ferman is published by Padshah Futtah Ally granting to Mirza 
Mohiuddin Beg, the Government of one-fourth of his kingdom and author- 
izing his conquering and taking possession of it with certain privileges, etc 

This paper being the least obscure I shall first endeavour to explain 
by whom it is written and to whom upon the certitude of which the eluci- 
dation of the other papers will greatly depend 

Futtah Ally, the person granting this Sunnad, is the son of Karim Saheb, 
brother to the late lippoo buitan 1 am confirmed in this opinion not 
only by the name, but by my acquaintance with his seal and handwriting 

Futtah Ally, labouring like his father, under temporary derangement, 
walked away from Seringapatam in 1801, and traversing the Polygar 
countries of Bui, etc , reached those of t<he petty Mahratta Chiefs, South of 
Poona, where he remained, in the neighbourhood of Shahpoor until the 
advance, of the British Army under General Wellesley. 

He IS said then to have taken protection with the Nagpur Chief and 
is believed to be at present at or near that city living in great obscurity and 
poverty 

Had General Wellesley deemed his apivehension of any consequence it 
is probable he might easily have been taken up 

After the peace with Sindia the Vakeels of the latter gave information 
to General Wellesley of all the Agents they had employed to raise dis- 
turbances rn the British possessions and amongst the rest, mentioned their 
having attempted to employ this Boy Futta Ally, but that his want of 
capacity and energy had rendered him totally unfit for such purposes 

It IS probable and the date of the Sunnad No 1 confirms the idea 
that it was about this period the name of Futtah Ally was made use of, 
ynd applied to the Ferman in question ^ 

Although some correspondence forwarded to Government by Lieute- 
nant Colonel Doll as will show that there have been impostors assuming 
the names ot the Princes, and degrees ot athmty- to lippoo bul'an’s family, 

70 



I have no hesitation in declaring from the most authentic Information 
that with the exception of 1 uiiali Ally above mentioned, there u not at 
large any branch of ilic family whose name could be used infprming a party 
round which to rally the adherents of the late Sultan 

I will now endeavour to explain to whom the Hrman No 1 was granted 
but in doing this, I shall have some difTiculiy Had it been in my powa 
to sec and question the prisoner Mirza Mqhmddin Ucg f could have spoVen 
01 him with certainly but 1 can at present only form my opinion from the 
vague correspondence enclosed for my perusal He Is described as having 
been a birdar of importance under fippoo bultan 

The only person of that name coininu near the description is Mirza 
Mohiuddin Ucg son of Mirza Abdulla Beg formerly of Uindegul under 
b>cd baheb 

Abdulla Beg being discharged by S>cd Saheb proceeded to TIppoo 
Mnd was b> him first made 1 oujdar of Mudglicrry on the borders of Koonb 
and afterwards Kdladar of Senngapatam 

Tippoo sent him as hit Vakeel to Poona, and on his return made him 
Bucksliy of bowar Kutcfilrce On the (ail nf Senngapatam Ab (ulla Beg 
and his two ions Akbar Beg and Mohiuddin Beg accompanied Kumuruddio 
Khan to Gurrumkondx 

Mohiuddin Beg about the period of the date of the Farman. was Kllla> 
dar of Pilccr towards the Mahraita hrontier The father Abdulla Beg 
and one if not both of (he sons entered the service of Poorniah Dewan 
of Mysore I cannot however ascertain ihat Mohiuddin Beg has ever 
openly joined the Mahratcas as many other Sirdnrs did 

This is the only person of (hat name of lufBcient consequence m Tip- 
poo bultan h service to whom (he Parman can allude The pntooer how 
iver may have only assumed the name 

I shall now proceed to the other documents Nos 2 3 and 4 arc all 
in the handwriting of the same person whom I shall mention hereafter A 
strong inference is to be drawn from the purport of them that they were 
written in the name of the above menhoned hoiiah Ally recommending 
the same Mirza Mohiuddm Deg to whom be had granted the Firman as 
hu accredited envoy and Agent to the three persons to whom the letters 
arc addressed and who appear to be Agents or Ministers to Mahratta Chiefs 
fur neither do address signature or seal is attached to any of them 

In these Icttcn the writer alludes to the force of GOO hone, as belong 
mg to himself and requests money to advance them 

In No 2 after mentioning the Peace of Badamce between Tippoo 
Sultan and the Mahraltas he alludes to himself as for a descendant from 
Hyder and Tippoo without specifying the exact degree of affinity 
and by No 3 Hyder Ally appears his father and Tippoo Sultan hu 
brother — 

From a remarkable iiroilanty m the handwriting diction and construe 
tlon of whole sentences to that in other letters m my possession I have 
little doubt but Nos 2 3 and 4 were penned by Moiiommcd ^dik uAo is 
now Tiding at Nagpur ^ 

Mohammed Sadik is son of Mohammed Ibrahim (once Vakeel to 
Boomnj and was earned from the Kamatirk hv Hyder Ally Khin) He 
h^ since remained m Mysore and became a Sar-'ar under Kamruddin 
fOian whom he accompanied to Gumunkonda after the fall of ^inga 
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patam He was appointed Dewan, and had as his Deputy Abdulla Beg the 
father of Mirza Mohiuddin Beg Mohammed Sadik was sent to Hy erabad 
uuder the protection of Meer Alluin, but returned on Kamruddin Khan's 
death to settle the affairs of the Jagheer at Gurrumkonda, after which he 
offered his services to the Nagpur Raja and has served him ever since 

I understand he has lately sent for his family from Boomraj’s country, 
where he had hitherto left them. 

From his long intimacy with Mohiuddin Beg in the service of Kumar- 
iiddin, and the probability of Futtah Ally having claimed his friendship 
at Nagpur, my conjecture ot his being the writer of these three letters, may 
receive some confirmation. 

These three letters having been found upon the' person of Mohiuddin 
Beg, would make it probable that they were never delivered to the persons 
to whom they introduced him as an envoy, and by the subsequent corres- 
pondence Nos 5, 6 and 7, it is evident that Mohiuddin Beg, instead of an 
Agent or Envoy, had become a Principal, without the least allusion to 
Futtah Ally or any other patron Nos 5 and 6 are from Peshkars of Jes- 
want Rao Holkar and No 7 from that Chief himself, all instigating him 
to join the Mahratta Army as soon as possible, with what troops he may 
have assembled, when he will be received into the service on the same 
terms as the other Sirdars of Horse. 

The want. of date to any of these letters will make it difficult to deter- 
mine whether they were writte i on Holkar’s advance to Poona after defeat- 
ing Sindia (which is most probable from mention being made in No 6 
of the Army's going to Khandesh) or on his subsequent rupture with the 
British since the peace with Sindia 

No 12 contains drafts of tetters evidently from Fakruddm (brother of 
the late Kamruddin Khan) to the Nagpur Raja in pne of which Mohiuddin 
Beg IS recommended as having held great appointments under Tipooo Sul- 
tan How these drafts came into Mobrnddin Beg’s band, will be difficult to 
determine, but from the whole of the letters found upon him, I think a 
conjecture might be formed, that although he may have made frequent 
attempts to obtain money from the different Mahratta Chiefs, under the 
pretence of raising Trooos and causing diversions in their favour, it is pro- 
bable he never j'oined their Army. 

I have mentioned above that the Vakeels of Sindia gave information to 
General Wellesley of their secret Agents, this I understand, led to the 
process against some of those Agents in the Court of Sermgapatam A 
perusal of those proceedings will throw considerable light upon the conduct 
and views of Futtay Ally above mentioned I take the liberty of suggest- 
ing the propriety of my being furnished with extracts from those proceed- 
ings or, or even with the names of the parties on whom the strongest 
i>uspicions fell, that I may be enabled to watch their motions, should they 
t'ome to reside in the Karnatic which is not improbable 

I fear my wish to afford His Lordship in Council every information 
in my power mav have led me to enter more fnllv into the general subject 
than was required and I have especially to fear that a mistake in the iden- 
tity of Mohiuddin Beg’s person may have led me to misapply my cpmec- 
tures In either case I have onlv to trust as my apology the want of data 
upon which to found my enquiries. 

Vellore * THOMAS MARRIOTT, 

The 9th August 1805 Paymaster of Stipends. 



To-CrORGC BUCHAN rSQUJRC, CHILF SCCRCTARY TO 
CiOVLRNMLNT 


bm, 

1 ba>u the honour to ackno^vlcdgc the receipt of >our letter dated 
rhu 25ih beplember 

2 I have made application (o the Magiitratc at Scringapat^m for 
a cop) of the procccdin;^ inkiKiitvd in ihai Court in coiucmicncc uf which 
l-i>di.r Hiuiain Klian son of the Nabob of bavanoor b> the inter of the 
latt Tippoo buhan v.a» removed from beringapaiam to Vellore, and shall 
have the honour to forward Hereafter a copy of that document 

3 In the meanwhile I have the honour to inform you that I have 
tins day conversed with Mirza Mohiuddin Beg the person whose liistorr 
and en>Dncciion is accurately described in Major Marnulta s report with 
nis father Abdulla Beg and with three other sum all in the service of 
the Government of M)sore and considered to be a irustworth) and rcs> 
pcciable fanni> and that ilu) are uiiaei|uainied with an> other pcTson of 
thu name of Mohluddm Beg who accompanied Kamruddin to Gurrum 
konda although many periods or that name were in the service of the 
late bultan 

4 I proceed to state such information as f possess regarding the 
other persons who appiar to be principally implicated in the documents 
found on the person calling himself Mohiuudm Beg 

5 The Dewan of Kamruddin Khan was Mohammed Baker, son of 
Cuddru ^enun Khan now residing at bci ngapalam and not Mohammed 
ba iq who was cmplu)cd ns staled in the report os Kamruddin s Vakeel of 
Hyderabad The nominal olhce of Dewan held by this person was under 
Mcir Maharaood the brother of Kamruddin and only legitimate son of 
Meu baheb the maternal unde of Tippoo Sultan 

6 After the death of Kamruddin Mccr Mohammed proceeded with 
the other claimants for the succession to that Jaghcer to Madras where 
they erroneously supposed their pretentions would be recognized because 
in the mean time the districts forming the Jaghcer of the deceased had 
been transferred by Treaty to the Company 

7 Their pretentions to a Jaghecr (whatever they might be) under 
the Treaty of parliiion were on the Nizam and the lands fonncrlv com 
poling the Jaghcer *vvctc included m the valuation of the districts ecdcd 
to the Company by the Subsidiary Treaty of H>dcrabad 

8 Meer Mohammed having failed in the ob^t of his journey to 
Madras, proceeded with Mohammed Sadik ni hii Dewan to Hyderabad 
where having also failed they IravcBcd to Nagpur and were received into 
the service of the Raja with about 200 Hone 

9 For some time before the commencement of hostilities between 
the EnHiih Army and the Mahrotta Chiefs Mccr Mohammed was con 
■idered by the confederates to be a fit person to excite internal commotions 
m Mysore and a detachment was actually appointed for the purpose when 
Futtah Ally the son of Kareem Sahib arrived at the camp of Raja of 
Berar 

10 Mohammed Sadia expecting that the office of Dewan would prove 
more profitable under the Futteb Ally than under Meer Mohammed repre- 
sented to the Bhonsla t Durbar that the name of the gnndion of Hvder 
would command greater influence among the Mussalmaas of Mysore than 
that of his nephew and accordingly procured Uio command for himself 
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Dewan under the nominal direction of Futtah Ally In* the mean time 
General Wellesley pressed the Bhonsla’s Army so closely as to defeat the 
whole plan After the peace Mcer Mohammed left the service of Nagpur 
in disgust, and proceeded to Mangalore with the intention of making the 
pilgrimage to Mecca, but being disappointed in a passage, returned by 
Seringapatam where 1 saw liim in April last on his way to the neighbour- 
hood ot Gurrumkonda apparently in very distressed circumstances 

11 By recent intelligence received from the Resident at Poona I 
understand that Futteh Ally is at this time in the territory of the Raja of 
Kolhapore, and that a report prevails ot a design to make use of his name 
at the head of a force which is now levying near Meritch under Hurry Punt 
Bhavc, a noted freebooter who appears to be equally supported by the 
hostile House^ of Kolhapore and the Putwardhans I do not know whether 
Mohammed Sadiq is still with Futteh Ally 

12 I have stated the facts which relate to Futteh Ally, Mohammed 
Sadiq and Meer Mohammed, chiefly on the verbal authority of the latter 
Although possessing at that time no official situation, I took considerable 
pains to ascertain through various channels the supposed mission of Meer 
Mohammed from the Mahratta Confederacy to the Court of France by 
way of Mecca, but could trace no fact tending to confirm that supposition 

13 . It appears to be due to this person that 1 should state that he 
accompanied Meer Knmruddin Khan to Gurrumkonda As a branch of the 
family whose maintenance by Jagheer was allotted by Treaty to the Nizam, 
that on the entire failure of that resource, and the continuance of the pecu- 
niary stipend from the Company to Kamruddin, as a provision for the son 
and family of that Chief Meer Mohammed, the only legitimate son of the 
maternal uncle of the lafi' Tippoo Sultan, became entirely destitute that • 
the late Governor, The Right Hon'ble Lord Clive, on ascertaining these 
facts, directed me to converse with Meer Mohammed then supposed to be 
at Madras for the purpose of discovering his intentions with the view of 
eventually providing for him from the fund allotted for the maintenance of 
the family of late Tippoo Sultan, and that making the requisite enquiries 
in conformity to H's Lordship’s orders I found that Meer Mohammed 
had departed from Madras and from the Hon’ble Company’s territory as 
already related 

Mysore Ml WILKS, 

The 4th October 1805 Acting Resident at 'Mysore 


Letter No 2. — ^The letter intimates Flphinstone of the defiant and even 
rebellious attitude of the Khurdha Raja towards the British 
Government. 

From— N B EDMONSTONE, SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, 
To— M S ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

. Fort William, 13th November 1804 

At an early period of fime after the establishmenf of the British autho- 
rity in the Province of Cuttack, the conduct of the Raja of Khoorda (lone 
of the principal tributary Raias upon territory is comprised within the 
limits of the province) excited considerable doubts of the sincerity 
of his orofessed allegiance to the British Government The subsequent 
proceedings of the Raj’a of Khoorda have been of a nature not only to 
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confirm those doubts but to constUute acts of positive hostllitx against 
tlio llruuli Goicrnmtnt and tu reader inJLncnsablv nectwary the adopiion 
of measured of seventy against the Haja of Kliuorda 

2 At an> early period of time after the conquest of Cuttack the Raja 
of Khoorda Utitianucd iht rcvt(»raiiun ut live ptrgunualii, in one of widch 
was included the Pakoda and Ctt> of Juggenath on (he ground of thrir 
having once belonged to some of hit ancestors, intimating at the umc time 
to the Commissioners for (he alTairs of Cuttack Ins delcnnination never to 
recede from this demand with (he hope of intimidating the British au(ho« 
rities In the Province of Cuttack (ho Rnja of Khoorda consid(.rably aug 
mented his establishment of (roups and published his intention of scinng 
those purgunoahs at a convenient period of time 

3 In the month of Juno the Commissioners at Cuttack received 
authentic intelligence that the Uaja of Khoorda had been cmplojing every 
endeavour to induce the remaining tributary Rajas in the Province of Cut 
tack to unite in a common elTort against the British Authority and (his 
information was corroborated b) the inicliigencc which the Commissioners 
of Cuttack subsequently received from >ou Numerous reports conveved 
to the Commissioners through various and distinct channels concurred in 
stating that tho Raja of Khoorda continued dlllgenib to incrLiicc Ins Military 
establishment at the same time the exertions of the Raja of Khoorda were 
actively cmplo>cd in repairing and improving the internal defences of his 
country 

4 In consequence of ihc instructions of His Excellency the Cover 
nor General to Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt under date (lie 4th October 
of which a copy was enclosed in my letter to you of tho same date that 
oiheer resolved to dispatch C-apudn blunt to the Raja of Khoorda for the 
purpose of conveying to him the roprcscntations prescribed b> the Cover 
nor General t irutructiont and of clTccting such an arrangement at may 
ndurd sufficient security against the prosecution of the Raja i mimical 
designs Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt however deemed expedient prwvl 
s.usly to dispatch a native agent to tho Raja of Khoorda to apprize the Raja 
of Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt i intention to dispatch Captain Blunt for 
tlib purpose of communicating with him on subjects of considerable impor 
tance to the Raja t welfare and interest. 

5 Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt • agent liavlng proceeded to Khoorda 
with difficulty, obtained one interview with Raja He was surrounded 
night and day by armctl rtici and after the expiration of fourteen da>s from 
the day of hit arrival he was informed that his longer continuance would 
bo. attended with personal danger and was accordingly advised to depart. 

6. The Raja of Khoorda has also precluded the freedom of intercourse 
with the authority to which he is immediately subject, b> closing the 
entrances into hii tcrrllory and the McsscDCcrs whom Lieutenant Colonel 
Harcourt bad had occasion to dispatch to Khoorda or who have been sent 
by hii Agent with letters to that officer have been arrested and conOned 

7 Various other indications of a spirit of hostility have been mam 
tested by the Raja of Khoorda of a nature to preclude all douhf of his 
intention to revolt and of the exertion of his utmost endeavour to excitp 
the disposition m the minds of the other tributaries of the British Govern 
trent dependant upon the Fiovincc of Cuttack. 

8 Under these circumstances it has become indispensably ncccssarv 
to acquire the means of Imposing a due degree of restraint upon the hostile 
ptoceedings of tho Kaja of Khoorda by measures of coercion 
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r • ^ His Excel e^y the Governor-General has accordingly approved 
Lieutenant-Colonel Harcourt s intention of employing the force under his 
command in active operations against the powers and resources of the 
Kaju of Khoorda It is not, however, the intention of the Governor-Gene- 
r/? auuiorizc the prosecution of measures of seventy towards the Raja 
beyond the extent ncccssnry for the purpose of depriving 
of the means of prosecuting designs of the nature of those which" now 
require the active 'interposition of the British power 


10 His Excellency the Governor-General deems it proper to com- 
municate to you the preceding detail for the purpose of‘ enabling you even- 
tually to explain to the Ministers of the Raja of Berar the circumstances 
w'hich have produced the necessity of hostile prepaiations against the terri- 
tory of the Raja of Khoorda 


11 The expediency of this measure originates in the probability of 
a misrepresentation of the motives of that proceeding Any disputes 
between the British Government and the petty States or tributanes lately 
subject to the Raja of Berar, arc calculated in a certain degree to excite 
apprehensions to encourage intrigues in the Court of the Raja of Berar 


^ 12 The Governor-General has received information that Holkar's 
emissaries and agents have attempted to issue an alarm amongst the petty 
Chieftains dependant upon tl.e British Government (with a view to induce 
them to revolt and form Holkar’s standard) by encouraging an opinion 
that it is the secret design of the British Government, ultimately to deprive 
them of all power and independance and to reduce them gradually to the 
condition of Zamindars and subjects of the Company, and the object of 
the intended operations against the Raja of Khoorda may be misrepresented 
with a view to give a colour of probability to such unfounded calumny 


13 Adverting, however, to the Information cornmunicated by you in 
your letter to my address of the 3rd September, relative to the actual cxist- 
ance 61 correspondence between the Raja of Bciar and the Raja of Khoorda 
of a nature hostile to the British Government as well as to the terms of 
tile remonstrances which you were directed to addiess to the Raja of Berar 
by the instructions of His Excellency the Governor-General contained in 
my letter of the 4th of October, the prosecution of hostile operations at 
this time against the Raja of Khoorda might possibly be sujDposcd by the 
Raja of Berar to originate in our discovery of that Chieftain’s correspond- 
ence and to be connected with a design of ultimately turning our arms 
.gainst the Raja of Berar Such an impression would obviously tend to 
hostde measures between the British Government and the Raja of Berar 
It is necessary, therefore, that you should be prepared to prevent or re- 
move any such impiession on the mind of the Raja or his Ministers by 
being able to state to them the actual circumstances of the case 

14 His Excellency, however, leaves to your discretion the time and 
mode of explaining those circumstances to the Raja of Berar or his Minis- 
ters and His Excellency will approve your abstaining from any explanation 
whatever on the subject of the Raja of Khoorda. if in your judgment it 
should be inexpedient or unnecessary 

-• 

15 If you should make any such communication, it will be necessar> 
to guard against establishing any precedent by which the Raja of Berar 
might infer a right of Interference between the British Government and 
any ‘of its tributaries, or any right to question or even to be made acquaint- 
ed with our conduct towards any of our tributaries or subjects 

71 
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Letter No 1— Reports 5e\cral acts of dcrrmcc and hostility on the part 
of the Raja of hhurdha for \\hlch he is i^oinQ to punUh him at 
the head of a mllltiry force on tlic I8lh November 

Irom-THE COMMISSION! R FOR AFFAIRS AT CUTTACK, 
To-M S ELPHINSTONF, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Cft(tiic4 dated the \(iih A^orcmfccr ISOI 

I hit c the catiifsctlon of acquiintint! >oii that ! have received permit 
lion from Hit Lxccl!cnc> the Most Noble the Governor General to attack 
the KhorJa Uajj 1 ia> 1 liave the tilitlaeiion lf> aenuiml you null ihu 
at I am convinced nothinc short nf the march of a Rntitli force into hif 
tcrntorict would ensure inc tranquillit> of this Province abounding; at i* 
doei with tributar> Rajat over whom Khorda Ra}a cxercisci coniidcr 
able aulhoru> 

I do not conceive it possible that an> question can ante m conicquencr 
of the niovcinentt m Cuttack at the Nai,pnr Durbar but with the vicvc 
of cnablintt >ou to meet it should it ante. I have tlic Iionour to acquaint 
you With the causet which have cenderuU the march of Uniith froopt into 
the Khorda Raja t icmtonct a measure of indispensable ncceiiiiy 

Various aett of (he Khorda Raia t ttronul) dcvoiipj^ on hostile ii clma 
tions on hit par^ towards the British auihont) and lending in a consider 
nblo dc&rcc to disturb the tranquillity of the Province of Cuttack ! was 
dire'ctcd by Hii Ejccllency the Most Noble the Governor General in 
conformity to the moderation which characterizes every measure of Hi* 
Excellency i administration everywhere he has Just causes to complain to 
communicate at a proper moment to the Raja of Khorda the grounds of 
dissaiisbction which hii conduct had excited 

With this view I deputed a very respectable native to Khorda direct 
inq him to acquaint the Ra}a that I wished him to receive a European 
oHiccr who was in my particular confidence as I had subjects with which 
It was necessary to acquaint the Raja and on the adjustment of which his 
future welfare considerably depended 

The Khorda Raja, however declined reccivjnjj the European officer 
and conducted hinuclt with extreme impropriety towards my native mes 
senger He placed strong guards over him prevented his comniunicafjng 
with any of nis (the Khorda Raja s) subjects and admitted my messenger 
to a personal interview with him only once notwithstanding the repeated 
demands of my messenger for another Interview as he had communications 
to make arising out ot the transactions at Khorda subsequent to his arrl 
val there After the expiration of fourteen days the Raia caused it to be 
intimated to my messenger that should he remain any longer at Khorda 
it might be attended with consequences dangcroiii to his safety The 
Khorda Raja has further imposed undue restraints between the subjects 
of the British Government and the inhabitants of his tcrritonci He con 
fined and ill treated my public Harcarrahi coming from Khorda with let 
ten fo my address from my messenger and actually seized one of my mes- 
senger s letters and broke it open though it was addressed to me He has 
placed a guard on the banks o£ the Mahanuddy River which attempted 
under his orders to seize some public property coming down to Cuttack 
sayinjg the Raja t orders were that nothing was to pass belonging to the 
English Sardars at this place 

The ^orda Raja has further detached a party of armed persons into 
the Hon ble Company i possessions and they have plundered some villages 
and disarmed a small detachment of Burkemdauze lo the service of the 
Hon ble Company 
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‘ thA unwarranted acts, I am about to proceed with 

the disposaWe force under my command with view of expelling the Kho'-da 

^^"'indary, and I shall leave Cuttack for this purpose on 
effected thf objeef mlenled" ‘he present month, to have 


I have said that I could not think the Raja of Berar would attempt to 
explanation on the grounds of our movements against the Raja 
ot ixhorda, and my opinion on this point is founded on the perfect knowl- 
edge which the Raja of Berar must possess on the relative situation of the 
Kaja of ivhorda towards the Goveinment in Cuttack, to which he has ever 
been tributary and under which he is nothing more than a vassal The 
Khorda territories are within the limits of Cuttack proper and form an 
integral part of the Province 

In this view it is almost needless to trouble you with any communi- 
cation on the subject, but as the Raja of Berar will undoubtedly bear in 
his recollection the hostile intrigue which it has been stated he was 
encouraging, it has appeared desirable to acquaint you with the real grounds 
of my movement against the Raja of Khorda 


Letter No. 4. — The letter explains Tn) that “the proposed Military opera- 
tions against the Raja of Khurda are entirely unconnected with 
any views which the Biilish Government may have talcen of the 
proceedings of the Raja of Berar’' and (6) that “the military 
movements against the Raja of Khufda Rave arisen m consequence 
of his open resistance” to British Authority. 

From-MR HARCOURT, COMMISSIONER FOR THE AFFAIRS 
OF cu^itack;, 

To-M S ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Cuttack, dated the 2Zid November 1804 

1 have the honour to acquaint you that I have received, by the com- 
mand of His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor-General copy of 
His Excellency’s instructions to you transmitted by Mr Edmonstone under 
date the 13th November 

2 His Excellency has further been pleased to order me to communi- 
cate to you such further details respecting the* Raja of Khorda’s conduct as 
may enable you to satisfy the mind of the Raja of Berar that the proposed 
military operations against the Raja of Khorda are entirely unconnected 
with any views which the British Government may have taken of the pro- 
ceedings of the Raja of Berar 

3 Although my letters to your address of the 9th and 16th instant were 
entitled Private, I trust the statements I took the liberty of making therein, 
will afford you sufficient information to enable you to effect the object 
stated in the preceding paragraph 

4 You will have l^rnt that the military movements against the 
Raj‘a of Khorda have arisen m consequence of his open resistance to the 
Authority to which he is immediately subject of his unwarranted treatment 
of my native Agent, and the undue restraints he has imposed on the com- 
munication between the inhabitants of his territories and the subjects of the 
jilitish Einpire snd in conscQUGncc of his having in the fifst instance actu- 
ally commenced hostiljties against the British Government bv seizing on 
one of its pergunnahs and expellins from them a guard of Burkemdauze 
in the service of the Hon’ble the Company, and in his having since that 
period plundered and burnt several villages within the British territories. 
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5 I have had the honour to acquaint you that the Raja of Khorda hai 
not been appnacd of our information on ihc luhjccl of inlrii,uci Haled to 
haic been earned on betiiccn the Chieftain and the Raia of Itcrar and you 
will obicriL thai men ahould Ihat luipicion he well founded the lubicqucnt 
conduct of the Raja of Khorda ha« rendered It ncccuary to mmc againtt 
him without rcfcrrinu to Ihii part of hii miiconduci 

6 I must aeain laU the liberty of ohscrsim; lo you that the relalisc 
sllualion of ihe Raja of Khorda toward* the Uriliih Gosernment ii such a» 
would appear decUiscly lo preclude the Raja of Herar from qucsllonini: any 
meaiurea that may be adopicd, towards this iribulary, lupposini, he had 
a riplil lo do so in ans insiaiicL whose po* ciiions form on inlc^ral ran of 
ihc Province of Cullaek The lerriloric* of oilier Inhiilanei to Cullack 
surround those of the Raja of Khorda and 1 am happy lo acquaint you lhat 
1 have receUed from most of them assurances of their willini, co-operalion 
and the eapression of their satisfaction that the assumed consequence of the 
Khorda Raja is about to be catinjiuishe-d for he has exercised vexatious and 
unwarranted authority over many of them (or some time past 


Letter No 5 — fhe letter refers lo Ihe danSers alonjl the routes belweest 
Benares and Najfpur which have adversely affected Ihc trade 
between Ihc Company s possession and Bhonsb s dominions 
The trade routes and the Icrritorles through which they pi'scd an. 
brlelly mentioned Colcbrooke suggests that Ihe Company and 
lltc Bhonlsa should bring political pressure to bear on Ihe Rajas 
of Rewa and I'falhar for a free and safe passage for their sub- 
jects and form a Commercial Treaty for fixing more definitely 
than at present the duties payable upon goods Imported from the 
Company s Dominions Into those of Ihc Raja of Herat 

Frosi-H COLCGROOKE RCblDCNT AT NAGPUR 

To-THC RfGHT f ION RLE fcaVRL Ob MORNINGTON 
GOVERNOR GENERiVL 

NaipuT dated tho ?)th July 1799 

Some late occurrence! induce me lo uddrcsi Aoiir Lordship on a subject 
which 1 have long wished lo submit lo your coniidcntion I bsvu hiiherto 
deferred doing so lest 1 should interrupt Your Lordship s imjrortant occu 
pationt by obtruding on your notice a matter of comparatively trivial 
moment and I should still defer it» did I not apprehend that a longer delay 
would preclude the possibility of obviating a orcicnt evil of which Your 
Lordship might perhaps wish to have been earlier informed for the lake of 
applying to it a timely remedy 

2 The danger to which travellers are exposed in the direct route 
between Benares and Nagpur has checked a valuable trade which was 
establiidicd between Mirsapore and various part* of the Deccan and 1 
apprehend that if the road continues lo be unsafe during the two or three 
next years this branch of commerce may be irrctnevahly lost lo us It was 
the channel for supplying the Central Provlnces^f the Peninsula with silk 
and other articles produced or manufactured m Bengal with woollens and 
metals Imported from Great Britain and with many other wrought and 
unwrought goods upon which the Company s subjects obtained commercial 
profit The returns consisted chiefly in raw cotton of a sort peculiarly 
excellent which is the exclusive production of Bcrai and is in great request 
with the manufacturers in England The trade had flourished several years 
and was annually Increasing and the duties which it fiaid to the custom 
house of Benares were considerable and likely to become a productive 
source of revalue 
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4 . u ^ nourshing commerce bos been interrupted thiough the anarchy 
A r o u prevailed in Bundelkhand since the invasion of the country by 
AI: Bahadur and especially since the death of the Raja Doorkul Singh The 
direct road frorn Mirzapur towards Bqrar passes through the district of 
Maihar which is held by Doorjan Singh, a Boondele Chieftain A route 
somewhat more circuitous skirts his possessions On both roads travellers 
are <^posed to detention and extortion and merchandise has been so often 
plundered at his instigation or with his connivance, that the roads are now 
deemed wholly impracticable for persons proceeding with merchandise or 
with any valuable property. Even the cossids employed by me for the con- 
veyance of dibpatchcs have frequently been plundered and in one instance 
several letters were taken from them A similar treatment was experienced 
by servants of Colonel Palmer, who were coming to Nagpur on their way to 
Poona Greatei extortion and worse usage has been suffered in very 
numerous instances, by unprotected individuals 


4 The danger is not confined to that part of the road which traverses 
Boondelkhand Another portion of it which passes through the Rewa 
Territories, has been likewise deemed uiisife evei since the district has been 
threatened and it wjs once actually invaded by the Troops of Ali Bahadoor 
Since that time similar confusion prevails there, and the same lawless pro- 
ceedings have follow'cd They arc now' becoming more frequent, while a 
detachment of Ali Bahadoor’s forces hovers on the frontiers of Rewa and 
only waits the arrival of reinforcements to invade the countrv 


5 To avoid the imminent risk wdiich the persons and property of 
travellers arc thus exposed to, other routes have been tried b^’ the traders^ 
of Mirzapore One through the forest south of the sanie to Surgooja and' 

- thence to Nagpur, the other through the dominions of the Nawab Vizier to' 
Colpee and then to Saugor, from which place roads lead to Indore, 
Amraoti, Nagpur and other parts of the Deccan Both routes being very 
circuitous, the expense of land carriage is too much enhanced for the staple 
articles of the trade and this branch of commerce must therefore continue to 
decay, unless a shorter road can be again opened 

6 The Raja of Berar possesses Gurrali Mandla w’hich was ceded to him 
during his late visit to Poona, and the tranquillity of that province is now 
completely established So large a tract being included In his dominions 
the road from Nagpur towards Benares is now perfectly secure for nearly 
two-thirds of its distance, namely tor 240 miles from Nagpur to Poosra near 
Belharee in the confines of Gurrah It is of course sate w'hen it has reached 
the Company territories at Hata The intermediate tract fiom Poosra to 
Bhera (45 miles) through the district of Mahir and from Bhera to Hata 
(75 miles) through the dominions of Raja Ajit Singh or from Poosra to 
Chanchiya and thence to Hata wholly through his territories has been the^ 
scene of frequent depredations, in which merchandise of very considerable 
value has been plundered with the connivance of Doorjan Singh and the 
Raja of Rewa 

7 -Both Chieftains stand m great awe of the British Government, 
Ajit Singh especially, whose dominions are contiguous to the province of 
Benares As the southern limits of his and^of Doorjan Singh’s possessions 
border on a province now belonging to Raja Raghojee Bhonsla both like- 
wise stand m awe of this state Their very insignificance has indeed 
emboldened th,em to manifest some insolence, but they w'ould instantly 
shrink from the resentment of either power If then Your Lordship should 
be pleased to signify to them that future instances of ill-treatment to persons, 
who have the protection of your Government will be resented, and if a 
similar notification were at the same^tiroe given by the Raja of Berar, Thave- 
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little doubt that tra^cllcu might aftcrwirdi oau with conhdcncc aad ufety 
through Rcwa and Mailiar ihould the Uritisii Government and the Raja of 
Lirar resolve to require and enforce a free and ufe passage for iheir subjccti. 
the road would at once be opened, and thenceforward travellers would 
probably cipcrlcncc no further molestation 

8 It Is witli great d*-f^rcncc I beg leave to suggest to Your Lordshio i 
consideration that a mutual agreement to protect the intercourse of trade 
between the Conipan) s territories and those of Raghojee Uhonsla might 
luxome a part of certain arrangements which might be made with him m ino 
form of a Commercial Treaty for the purpose of fuing more definitely than 
'll present the duties payable upon goods imported from the Company t 
Dominions into those of the Raja of Ucrar 1 shall not presume to enlarge 
any furtner on that suggestion and shall detain ^our Lordship no longer 
than to review my apologies for this intrusion on your time 


Letter No 6 — Certain Items of expundlture incurred by the Residency are 
mentioned which indicate the prev’aUlnd rotes of wages, prices of 
comrpoditics, etc 

bROM-EGCRTON CIVIL AUDITOR 

To-M rLPHINSTONh. ULblDLNT AT NAGPUR 

Fort irrf//dm, JjtcJ the 29/h January 1806 

I am directed to inform you that the Vice Preiideni m Council has been 
pleased to pass the account of the disbursement of your Residency for the 
month of hlay with exception to the following charges of which an exptana 
tion as to the necessity of them is required from you 

2. bicca Rupees 275 for aO chowkydars m addition to your Guard of 
Native infantry 

3. Sicca Rupees 392 for clothes a present to Furzand Ah Moonihy 

4 Sicca UupLLi 93 for 18 Milclilocks. 

5. The balance of Rs 2^290-11*0 stated to be m the hands of Messn 
Colvins and Razett also requires further explanation For the working of 
this charge implies a sum due from Messrs Colvmi and Bazett to the 
Resident 

6 The Vice-President in Counal is of opinion that die allowance paid 
by you to news writers at Saugor is high and directs that you be required 
to limit this expense as much as possible 

7 The charge of Rs 1 764-11-0 paid for a tent and an elephant for 
Colonel Close is to be transferred to the accounts of the Residency at 
Poona 

8 And m future you will be pleased to charge one month s salary only 
in one month s disbursements 


Letter No 7 — Flphlnstone writes about the loss of Government revenue 
due to the rates of exchange prevailing in different parts of the 
country ^ 

From— M ELPHINSTONC RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 
To-N B EDMONSTONE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT 

Nagpur dat d the 25lh Apnl 1806 
I have the honour to enclose a statement of the rates of exchange 
between Nagpuf and some of our principal stations 
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^ In drawing on Calcutta, I am obliged to give bills payable in 8 days after 
slight at 6 per cent discount. I have frequently tried, particularly when I 
heard of the additional interest lately granted on treasury bills, to lessen the 
discount and to lengthen the term of payment; but without success Bills 
on Benares, which are now at par, some months ago bore a premium of 12 
per cent. 

Letter No. 8 — Elphinstone reports that he is sending some specimens J)f 
the “different sorts of rupees in circulation in Nagpur, for the 
purpose of their being assayed before the rate of exchange is 
finally settled". 

From— M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To— N. B EDMONSTONE, SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENl’ 

Nagpur, the 14th July 1806 

I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 5th ultimo, and shall 
pe careful to conform to the instructions it contains respecting the mode in 
which I am to pay the escort and to supply the treasury with cash 

I have the honour to send, accompanying specimens of the different 
sorts of rupees in circulation here for the purpose of their being assayed 
before the rate of exchange is finally settled I think it necessary to state 
that I understand the escort at Hy’-derabad to receive 14 rupees batta and 
that it is fixed at so high a rate merely on account of the difference of 
exchange, but as an indulgence in consequence of the remoteness of the 
station from Bangal and of the dearness of provisions 

If the above information be correct, I beg leave to submit to the con- 
sideration of the Hon’ble the Governor-General how far the same reason 
exist for extending the allowance to the escort at Nagpur ^ 


List of coins sent to Calcutta to be assayed — July 13ih 

No 1, Nagapooree or Amin Zerbee 
No 2, Mylee Nagpooree 101 equal to 100 Aieen Zerbee. 
No 3, Chandory 101 equal to 100 Aieen Zerbee 
No 4, Jubbulpooree 101 equal to 100 Aieen Zerbee 
No 5, Booree Pounee 102 equal to 100 Aieen Zerbee 
No 6, Adoni, 106 equal to 100 Aieen Zerbee 
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Page 309, hne 24 from top, read * he ’for ‘ be 
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Page 332, line 16 from lop, rtad ’ ccccntriciiici ’for ' acccntridUa ' 

Page 334 line 32 from lop, rtaj ' foster ’ for ‘ patw ‘ 

Page 338, line 29 from top reaJ ‘ There ’for ' That ’ 

Page 340 line 9 from bottom waj ‘ prolligicy ‘ progligacy ' 

Page 3S0, line 15 from top, reaJ ‘ arc ‘for ‘ la ’ 

Page 363, line 23 from bottom, rtaJ ‘ happincai for ' hapineaa ' 

Page 371, line 1 1 from top, rtaJ * there ‘for ' their ’ 

Pag 371 line 10 from bottom, rraJ' damag J '/or ‘ dcmag.d ’ 
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Pago 434 line 29 from bottom r/oJ ‘ hottcvwr and ‘ Doiilat ' for 
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Pag 452, line 18 from bottom read Tonlt for tank’ 

Pag 43a line 18 and 24 from top rood ‘ Culab for ‘ Copal ’ 

Pag 511 Una 17 from top trod frougSt /or ‘ brought 
Pig 514 line 3 from bottom, rraJ* n 1 her '/or * nhciher’ 

Page 524 line 18 from top, read he’ for ' bo ’ 

Page 533. bne 17 from top, read ‘ Amrut for Anand ’ 
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